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The maximal degree of the
Khovanov homology of a cable link

KEDT TAGAMI

In this paper, we study the Khovanov homology of cable links. We first esti-
mate the maximal homological degree term of the Khovanov homology of the
(2k+1, (2k+1)n)—torus link and give a lower bound of its homological thickness.
Specifically, we show that the homological thickness of the (2k + 1, (2k + 1)n)—torus
link is greater than or equal to k21 + 2. Next, we study the maximal homological
degree of the Khovanov homology of the (p, pn)—cabling of any knot with suffi-
ciently large n. Furthermore, we compute the maximal homological degree term of
the Khovanov homology of such a link with even p. As an application we compute
the Khovanov homology and the Rasmussen invariant of a twisted Whitehead double
of any knot with sufficiently many twists.

57TM27; 5TM25

1 Introduction

A knot is an embedding of a circle into the 3—sphere. A link is an embedding of a
disjoint union of finitely many circles into the 3—sphere.

In [6], for each link L, Khovanov defined a graded chain complex whose graded Euler
characteristic is equal to the Jones polynomial of L. Its homology group is a link
invariant and called the Khovanov homology. Khovanov homology has two gradings,
homological degree i and g—grading j. In this paper, we denote the homological
degree-i term of the Khovanov homology of L by KH' (L) and denote the homological
degree-i and g—grading j term of the Khovanov homology of L by KH"/(L).

The (p, q)—cabling K(p,q) of aknot K is the satellite link with companion K and
pattern the (p, g)—torus link 7} 4. The Alexander polynomial of a cable link satisfies
the following formula (see Lickorish [10]):

Agp.g() = Ag(P)AT, ().

The Jones polynomial of a cabling of K is expressed in terms of the colored Jones
polynomial of K. Indeed, the colored Jones polynomial has a cabling formula (for
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example, see Kirby and Melvin [8]). However, there are few works about the Khovanov
homology (which is a categorification of the Jones polynomial) of cable links. The
(2k, 2k n)—torus link T,y 2k, can be regarded as the (2k, 2k n)—cabling of the unknot
and StoSic¢ [15] showed that the maximal homological degree of the Khovanov homology
of Tox 2kn 18 2k?n (Theorem 3.2). Moreover, he computed the homological degree-
2k2n term (see Theorem 3.3).

In this paper, we consider the (p, pn)—cabling of any knot. Our main results are
Theorems 1.1 and 1.3 below.

We first determine the maximal homological degree of the Khovanov homology of the
(2k + 1, (2k + 1)n)—torus link Tox 41 (2k+1)n by StoSi¢’s method. In addition, we
determine the dimension of the maximal homological term of the Khovanov homology
of such a link.

Theorem 1.1 Let k and n be positive integers. Denote the (2k + 1, 2k + 1)n)—torus
link by Toj41,(2k+1)n- Assume that its orientation is given by the closure of the braid
(o1 -- ‘Ozk)(Zk +D7 with all crossings positive, where the o; are the standard generators
of the braid group By 1. Then, for i > 2k(k + 1)n, we have

KH' (Tak 41,2k +1)n) = 0.
On the other hand,

2k 42
dimg KH**FD"(Ty 41 o 11yn) =( N )

k+1

Moreover, fori =0, ...,k + 1, we have

KHZk(k+1)n,6k(k+1)n+1—2i(Tzk_H (k4 1ym) 7 0.
From Theorem 1.1, we obtain the following.

Corollary 1.2 Let k and n be positive integers. Then we have

max{i € Z | KH' (Tog 41,2k +1)n) # 0} = 2k (k + D)n.

Moreover, we also obtain an estimation of the homological thickness of Tox 41,2k +1)n
(see Corollary 3.12).

Next we consider the (p, pn)—cabling K(p, pn) of any oriented knot K. Assume that
each component of K(p, pn) has an orientation induced by K, that is, each component
of K(p, pn) is homologous to K in the tubular neighborhood of K. For such a link,
we obtain an analog of Theorem 1.1.
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Theorem 1.3 Let K be an oriented knot and D be a diagram of K with [ positive
crossings and [ negative crossings. Put | =1, +/_ and f =14 —I_. Then forn >
and any positive integer k , we obtain the following:

max{i € Z | KH (K(2k,2k(n + [))) # 0} = 2k*(n + f).

In addition, if n > [, we determine the dimension of the maximal homological degree
term of the Khovanov homology of the link:

dimg KH2K* "+ (K (2k 2k (n + £))) = (2:)

Moreover, forn >1 andi =0, ...,k, we have

KH2K> (16K =21 (kK (2 2k (n + [))) # 0.

Corollary 1.2 and the first claim of Theorem 1.3 imply a relation between the number
of full twists and the maximal degree of the Khovanov homology.

We also estimate the maximal homological degree of the Khovanov homology of the
(2k + 1, (2k 4 1)n)—cabling of any knot K.

Proposition 1.4 Let K be an oriented knot and D be a diagram of K with [ positive
crossings and [_ negative crossings. Put =14 +1_ and f =[/4 —[_. Thenforn >1
and any positive integer k , we have the following:

2k(k+ 1)+ f) <max{i € Z | KH (KQk + 1, 2k + 1)(n + [))) # 0}
<2k(k+1)(n+ f)+14.

As an application, we can give a computation of the Khovanov homology of a twisted
Whitehead double of any knot with sufficiently many twists (Proposition 5.2), since
a cable link is obtained from such a knot by smoothing at a crossing. Moreover we
compute the Rasmussen invariant s [13] of such a knot (Corollary 5.6).

The paper is organized as follows: In Section 2, we recall the definition of Khovanov
homology and our main tools. In Sections 3 and 4, we prove Theorems 1.1 and 1.3,
and Proposition 1.4. In Section 5, we present our results on Whitehead doubles. The
appendix contains the proofs of several technical results.
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2 Khovanov homology

2.1 The definition of Khovanov homology

In this subsection, we recall the definition of the (rational) Khovanov homology. Let
L be an oriented link. Take a diagram D of L and an ordering of the crossings
of D. For each crossing of D, we define a 0—smoothing and a 1—smoothing as in
Figure 1. A smoothing of D is a diagram where each crossing of D is changed by
either 0—smoothing or 1-smoothing.

\/ O0-smoothing / 1-smoothing
D — / R —

Figure 1: 0-smoothing and 1-smoothing

Let n be the number of the crossings of D. Then D has 2" smoothings. By using
the given ordering of the crossings of D, we have a natural bijection between the
set of smoothings of D and the set {0, 1}"*, where, to any ¢ = (e1,...,&,) € {0, 1}",
we associate the smoothing D., where the i th crossing of D is g;—smoothed. Each
smoothing D; is a collection of disjoint circles.

Let V' be a graded free Q—module generated by 1 and X with deg(l) = 1 and
deg(X) = —1. Let k. be the number of the circles of the smoothing D.. Put M, =
V ®ke  The module M, has a graded module structure, that is, for v =v; ® --- ® vg,
in M, deg(v) := deg(vy) + --- + deg(vk,). Then define

Cl(D) = P M:li},

lel=i

where |¢| = Y I*  &;. Here, M{i} denotes M, with its gradings shifted by i (for
a graded module M = P ;cz M J and an integer i, we define the graded module
M{i} =@z MUY by M{i}/ = MI~),

The differential map d’: C*(D) — C'T1(D) is defined as follows. Fix an ordering
of the circles for each smoothing D, and associate the i™ tensor factor of M, to the
i circle of Dg. Take elements ¢ and ¢’ € {0, 1}" such that ¢; = 0 and 8;- =1 for

some j and that &; = ¢} for any i # j. For such a pair (¢, &), we will define a map
dg—)g’: Mg — Mg’.
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In the case where two circles of D, merge into one circle of D/, the map dy—¢ is
the identity on all factors except the tensor factors corresponding to the merged circles,
where it is a multiplication map m: V ® V — V given by:

ml®)=1, m(I1X)=m(XR1)=X, m(X®X)=0.

In the case where one circle of D, splits into two circles of D/, the map d.—, is the
identity on all factors except the tensor factor corresponding to the split circle where it
is a comultiplication map A: V — V ® V given by:

AD=19X+X®1, AX)=XQ®X.

If there exist distinct integers i and j such that ; # ¢ and that &; # 8}- , then define
de—)s’ =0.

In this setting, we define a map d’: C'(D) — C'T1(D) by Z|8|=l- d!, where the map
dl: Mg — C't1(D) is defined by

d'w):= Y (D)oo (v).

le’|=i+1

Here v € M, C C*(D) and I(s, €') is the number of 1 in front of (in our order) the
factor of & which is different from &’.

We can check that (C*(D), d") is a cochain complex and we denote its ;™ homology
group by H'(D). We call these the unnormalized homology groups of D. Since the
map d’ preserves the grading of C¥(D), the group H?(D) has a graded structure
H(D) = @jez H%J (D) induced. by that of C*(D). For any link diagram D, we
define its Khovanov homology KH"/ (D) by

KH/ (D) = pitn—.j—ny+2n (D),

where n4 and n_ are the number of the positive and negative crossings of D, respec-
tively. The grading i is called the homological degree and j is called the g—grading.

Let D and D’ be link diagrams. The diagram D is equivalent to D’ if D’ is obtained
from D by the Reidemeister moves (see Figure 2) and isotopies of the plane. It is
known that two diagrams D and D’ are diagrams of the same link if and only if D is
equivalent to D’.
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—~ RI_ | _RL —
O = e O

RI_!
L — RO 7
~— RII— 1 /\

X A R \/
/ RIIT! N <

Figure 2: Reidemeister moves

Theorem 2.1 (Bar-Natan [3] and Khovanov [6]) Let L be an oriented link and D be
a diagram of L. If D’ is equivalent to D, the homology groups KH(D) and KH(D’)
are isomorphic. In this sense, we can denote KH(D) by KH(L). Moreover, the graded
Euler characteristic of the homology KH(L) equals the Jones polynomial of L, that is,

V@) =(q+q )" ) ()¢’ dimg KH"/ (L)
i,jEZ

’

1
qg=—t2

where V7 (¢) is the Jones polynomial of L.

2.2 Main tools

Our main tools are the following (Theorems 2.2 and 2.3 and Proposition 2.4).

2.2.1 Alongexactsequence Let D be alink diagram and D; be a diagram obtained
from D by i-smoothing at a crossing of D (see Figure 3). The following exact
sequence was introduced by Viro [18] (see also his [17])

\/ 0—%m00th1ng \ 1—- smoothlng> <

Dy
Figure 3: D, Dy and D,
Theorem 2.2 [18] There is a long exact sequence of the unnormalized homology
groups:

N Hi—l,j—l(Dl) N Hl,j(D) N Hi;j(Do) N Hi’j_l(Dl) NG
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2.2.2 Lee homology Let L be an oriented link. By Lee’ (L), we denote the homo-
logical degree-i term of the Lee homology of L (for details, see Lee [9]).

Theorem 2.3 [9] There is a spectral sequence whose E~,—page is the Lee homology
and E,—page is the Khovanov homology.

Proposition 2.4 [9, Proposition 4.3] Let L be an oriented link with n components,
S1,...,8,. Then we have

dimg(Lee’ (L)) = 2“ {E c{2,....,n}

> 21k(Sj,Sk):i}

jeE k¢E

where 1k(S;, Si) is the linking number of S; and Sy .

3 The maximal degree of the Khovanov homology of the
(2k + 1, (2k + 1)n)—torus link

In this section, we prove Theorem 1.1, which has three claims. The first, second and
third claims are Lemmas 3.7, 3.8 and 3.11 below, respectively. We first introduce some
results by Stosic.

Definition 3.1 We denote the (p, g)—torus link by T} 4. Put Dy 4 = (01 -+ 0p—1)9,
where the o; are the standard generators of the braid group B, . The closure of the
braid D, 4 is a diagram of the (p,q)—torus link 7, ,. We give T, ;, the downward
orientation so that all crossings of D, , are positive.

Stosi¢ [15] showed the following results (Theorems 3.2 and 3.3 and Corollaries 3.4
and 3.5).

Theorem 3.2 [15, Theorem 1] Let k and n be positive integers. Then we have
KH' (Tak 2kn) = 0 if i > 2k>n.

Theorem 3.3 [15, Theorem 3] Let k and n be positive integers. Then we have
dimg KH2¥" (T p1cn) = (215 ) :

Moreover, we obtain

2k 2k i —0 X
: — ifi =0,...,k,
dimg KH2K* 6k n=2i(r, oy = I\ k—i)  \k—i—1
0 otherwise.
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From the above results, we can determine the maximal homological degree of the
Khovanov homology of the (2k, 2k n)—torus link.
Corollary 3.4 [15] Let k and n be positive integers. Then we obtain

max{i € Z | KH' (Tyx 2xn) 7 0} = 2k*n.
Moreover we can estimate the homological thickness of the (2k, 2k n)—torus link.

Corollary 3.5 [15, Corollary 5] The homological thickness hw(T5 >p,) of the
(2k, 2k n)—torus link is greater than or equal to k(k — 1)n 4 2, where the homological
thickness hw(L) of a link L is defined as

1 (max{j —2i | KH"/ (L) # 0} —min{j —2i | KH"/ (L) # 0}) + L.

The homological thickness of a link estimates a distance between the link and an
alternating link as follows. A link is k—almost alternating if it has a reduced diagram
which can be alternating after k& crossing changes and no diagram which can be
alternating after k£ — 1 or less crossing changes (see [2]). Then we have the following
results.

Theorem 3.6 [4, Theorem 8] Let L be a k—almost alternating link. Then we obtain

k>hw(L)-2.

Remark From Corollary 3.5 and Theorem 3.6, the (2k,2kn)-torus link has no
diagram which is alternating after k(k — 1)n — 1 or less crossing changes.

Theorem 1.1 can be regarded as an analog of Theorems 3.2 and 3.3 and Corollary 3.4.
Theorem 1.1 follows from Lemmas 3.7, 3.8 and 3.11 below. We will prove these
lemmas.

Lemma 3.7 Let k and n be positive integers. Then we have KH (Tak+1,2k+1)n) =0
if i > 2k(k + )n.

Proof In Section 4, we prove Proposition 1.4, which implies Lemma 3.7. O

Next we introduce Lemma 3.8. We can consider Lemma 3.8 to be an analog of the
first claim of Theorem 3.3.
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Lemma 3.8 Let k and n be positive integers. Then we have

) 2k +2
dimg KHZk(k+l)n(T2k+1,(2k+1)n) = (k 41 )

To prove Lemma 3.8, we use the same notation as Sto$i¢’s in [14].

Definition 3.9 [14] Let K be any positive braid link, that is, K has a diagram which
is the closure of a positive braid. Let D be its diagram which is the closure of a positive
braid with p strands. The crossing ¢ of D is of type o; (i < p) if it corresponds to
the generator o; in the positive braid. Let c’l ey c;i be the type-o; crossings of D
and order them from top to bottom in the positive braid. Then we denote the crossing
¢l by (i,a), where | <i < pand 1 <a <I;.

Let 3 <p=<gq. Let Ell,,q and Dll,’q be the diagrams obtained from D, , by 1-
smoothing and 0—smoothing at the crossing (p—1,1) of Dpg4, respectively. We
continue the same process. Let E g and D 4 be the diagrams obtained from Dll,’q
by 1-smoothing and 0-— smoothlng at the crossmg (p—2,1) of D q respectively.
Repeating this process p—1 times, thatis, forany k =1,..., p—1, let Ek and D;f’q
be the diagrams obtained from D}’,f;ll by 1-smoothing and 0—smoothing at the crossing
(p—Fk,1) of D;f,;l respectively. Note that Dg,q = Dj 4 and that Dﬁ;l =Dpg-1.
For example, see Figure 4.

We define H*J(EX y:= H"/(EX )and H"/(DX ):=H"/ (D ), where EX

and Dk are the closures of £, k and DP g respectlvely

S
Sk

34—D34 34_D33

. _ 1 1 2 _
Figure 4: D3 4 = D3’4, E3,4, D3,4, E3’4 and D3’4 = D33

From Theorem 2.2, we have the following long exact sequence for k =1,..., p—1:
(3-1) > HTWTNER ) HY (DY Y — HY (DY ) HY TYWER >

We use the following lemma, whose proof will be given in the appendix.
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Lemma 3.10 Let k and n be positive integers. Then we have

H*EED (D1 k4 1yn—1) = 0.

Proof of Lemma 3.8 To prove this lemma, it is sufficient to prove the following:

2k+1—l)

: 2k(k+1 l _
(3—2) dlmQ H ( )n(D2k+1,(2k+1)n) =2 ( k + 1

where 0 </ < 2k (for convenience, we define (Z) =0 if 0 <a < b). Indeed, if we
put / = 0 in (3-2) then we have

dimg KH*C+D™(Tyy 4 g4 1y) = dimg H*¥EEDM(DY, 1 op 1)

_) 2k+1\ _ (2k+2
o k+1) \k+1)°

For k = 1, we need to compute H*"(Ds 3,), H‘"’(D; 3,) and H4”(D§ 3n)- Note
that D% 3n = D3,3n—1. The Khovanov homology of the (3, g)—torus link is known
(for example, see [15, Theorem 8] or [16, Theorem 3.1]). In particular,

To prove (3-2), we use induction on k.

dimg H*"(D3 3,) = dimg H*" (D3 3,-1) =0

and
dimg H*"(DY ,,) = dimg H*" (D3 3,) = 6.

1

Next we compute the Khovanov homology of D; .

sequence:

. We have the following long exact
(3-3) --— H"Y(D3,,) — H* M TY(ES ) — H*™/(D;5,) — 0.

We can check that the closure of E 3% 3, 18 @ diagram of the unknot and that it has 4n—1

negative crossings and 2n — 1 positive crossings. From the definition of the Khovanov
homology, we obtain

Q ifj=6n+l,

H4n—1,j—1 E2 :KHO,j—Gn U —
(E3.30) ) 0 ifj#6n+l,

where U is the unknot.

Hence, from (3-3), we have

dimg H*"(Dj 5,) <2.
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On the other hand, from Proposition 2.4, the dimension of Lee4”(D§ sp) 18 2. Since
there is a spectral sequence whose E,—page is the Lee homology and E,—page is the
Khovanov homology (Theorem 2.3), we have

dimg H*"(Dj 5,) > 2.

Hence we obtain
dimg H*"(Dj ,,) = 2.

Suppose that (3-2) is true for 1,...,k — 1, that is, suppose that for | <h <k, n >0
and /[ =0,...,2h, we have

2h+1-1
(3-4) dimg H*" DDl 1 o) =2 ( )

h+1

We will show that (3-2) is true for k. For / =0,...,2k — 1, we obtain the following
long exact sequence:
2k(k+1)n—1,j—1 l+1
(3-5) - —> KDL (Eqkt1,0k+1)n)
1
i) sz(k+1)n J (D

f[
2k(k+Dn,j  pl+1
— H )n](D2k+1,(2k+1)n)

21,2k +1)n)

From the exact sequence (3-5), we obtain

. 2k(k+1)n,j ¢ pl
(3-6) Y dimg H*EHD™I(DY .\ oriiy)
J
<> (dimg Im g} + dimg Im f/)
J

. 2k(k+1)n—1,j—1,l+1
EZ(dlmQH( =1, (E2k+1,(2k+1)n)

J
. 2k(k+1)n,j  nl+1
+dimg H " j(D2k+1,(2k+1)n))

2k
2k(k+1 1,j—1
<Z Z dimg H2kk+Dn=1.j= (Ek+1.2k+1)n)
Jj m=Il+1
2k(k+1
+dimg H ( )"(D2k+1 (2k+l)n))

From Lemma 3.10, we have dimg H2k(k+1)”(D2k+1 ,k+1)n—1) = 0. To compute

dimg H2kUe+Dn=1(pm ), we consider the closure of E” Note

2k+1,2k+1)n’> 2k+1,2k+1)n"
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that the closure of E§k+1,(2k+1)n is equivalent to the closure of Dézil,(zk—l)n for
i =2 (see Figure 5). We give the closure of Ej; 1 (2k41), an orientation such that
all crossings of the closure of D52 1,(2k—1)n are positive. Then we can check that the
closure of Ebj 11 (2x+1), has 4kn — 1 negative crossings. Hence for i > 2 we have

Hz(k+1)kn 1(E2k+1 (2k+1)n) - KHZ(k l)kn(DZk 1 (2k l)n)

Similarly, the closure of EJ +1,2k+1)n 18 equivalent to the closure of
Dok—1,ck-1n L O,

where () is a circle in the plane (see Figure 6). We give the closure of EJ; +1,2k+1)n
an orientation such that all crossings of the closure of Dag—1,(2k—1)n LU (O are positive.
Then we can check that the closure of E}; +1,(2k+1)n also has 4kn — 1 negative
crossings. Hence we have

HXEADRN B k) = KE2ER(Doy 61 1, UO).

1 2
N
~
E;k+1(2k+1)n =
1 2
T

_ =
D2k 1,2k—1)n

2k—i  2k+2—i
: 2k+1 —i  2k+1

Dok—1,2k—1)n—1

Figure 5: The closure of Eb\ x4y
Di~ fori >2

2k 1,2k—1)n

is equivalent to the closure of
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2k—1 2k 2k+1

e - Lol

Dogq1,2k+1)n—-1

=i

Doj_1,2k-1)n—1

= Dok—1,2k—1y)n U O

Figure 6: The closure of E2k+1 k+D)n

By the induction hypothesis (3-4), we obtain

2k +1-i\ .
(3-7)  dimg H2k+TDkn= 1(Ez,m(zkﬂ)n)—z( . ) (i >2).

2k — 1
(3-8)  dimg H** TV TI(EL ki) = 2><2( . ):2(k)'

From (3-6), (3-7) and (3-8), we obtain

2k
2he(k+1 Zk+1-m
(3-9) E dimg H (e+ )'”(Dzk+1 (2k+1)n) = Z 2( k )
j m=I[+1

_ (k11
- k+1 ’

Finally we will prove that the inequality in (3-9) is in fact an equality for / =

2857

is equivalent to the closure of Dyg—1,2k—1)s U O

0,...,2k.

We first consider the case where / = 0. The dimension of Lee2k(k+1n (D2k+1,2k+1)n)

Algebraic € Geometric Topology, Volume 13 (2013)



2858 Keiji Tagami

18 (zkk_tlz). From Theorem 2.3, we have
2k +2 .
(k 41 ) = dimg LCCZk(k+l)n(D2k+1,(2k+1)n)

. 2k +2
< dimg H*** DDy 1 ar41yn) < ( ) :

k+1
This implies that we have the equality in (3-9) for / = 0. Hence, for any j € Z

and m = 0,...,2k — 1, the maps g]’.” and fjm in (3-5) are injective and surjective,
respectively. In particular, we obtain

. . k(k —1,j— 1
(3-10) dimg Im g}’ = dimg H2*(+D=LI= (EREL )

: : 2k(k+1)n,j 1
(3-11) dimg Im £} = dimg H**®+Dm/ (Dt ).
From (3-10) and (3-11), we have the equality in (3-9) for / =0, ..., 2k and obtain

: 2 (k+1)n pyl—1 o (2k+2-1
dimg H ¢ )n(D2k+1,(2k+l)n)_2( et O

The following lemma can be regarded as an analog of the second claim of Theorem 3.3.

Lemma 3.11 Fori =0,...,k + 1, we have

KHZR D6kt Ont 120 () ooy £,

Proof To prove this lemma, we use induction on k.

For k = 1, it has already known that KH4”’12”+1(T3’3,,), KH4”’12”_1(T3,3,,) and
Ky47-12n-3 (T3,3,) are not zero (see [15, Theorem 8] or [16, Theorem 3.1]).

Suppose that Lemma 3.11 is true for 1,...,k — 1, that is, suppose that for 1 <h <k,
n>0andi=0,...,h+1, we have

(3-12) KHZh(h+1)n’6h(h+l)n+l_2i(T2h+l,(2h+1)n) 75 0.

From the proof of Lemma 3.8 (recall that the inequality (3-6) is in fact an equality),
we obtain

(3-13) dimg H kA Dnj (D2k 41,2k +1)n)

2k
B : 2k (k+1n—1,j—1
_E dimg H2*k+Dn=1.j (B 41,2k +1)n)
m=1
Zdlm@H( n=1.j (E2k+1,(2k+1)n)

+dimg fAkGE D=1 (E§k+1 Qk+1)n)-
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Note that the closure of E§k+1,(2k+1)n is equivalent to the closure of Dak—1,(2k—1)n
(see Figure 5). We give the closure of E3, +1,(2k+1)n an orientation such that all
crossings of the closure of Djg—1,(2k—1)n are positive. Then we can check that
the closure of E%k+1,(2k+1)n has 4kn — 1 negative crossings and 2k (2k — 1)n — 1
positive crossings. Similarly, the closure of £} +1,(2k+1)n 18 equivalent to the closure
of Dak—1,2k—1)n U O, where () is a circle in the plane (see Figure 6). We give
the closure of E} +1,(2k+1)n an orientation such that all crossings of the closure of
Dik—1,2k—1)n U O are positive. We can check that the closure of E21k+1,(2k+1)n has
4kn— 1 negative crossings and 2k (2k — 1)n positive crossings. From (3-13), we have

+ dim@ KHZk(k_l)n’6k(k_l)n+l_2i(Dzk—l,(zk—l)n)-

By the induction hypothesis (3-12), the first term of the last expression is not zero for
i=1,...,k+1 and the second term is not zero fori =0,...,k. O

From Lemma 3.11, we obtain the following.

Corollary 3.12 The homological thickness of the (2k+1, (2k+1)n)—torus link is
greater than or equal to k*n+2.

Proof From Lemma 3.11, we have
KHZk(k+l)n’6k(k+1)n+l_2(k+l)(T2k+1,(2k+1)n) £ 0.

In [7], Khovanov determines the homological degree-0 term of the Khovanov homology
of a positive link (see Theorem 3.13 below). Note that in [7] he denotes KHO—/ by
HET

The closure of Dyj 1, (2k+1)n 18 @ positive diagram of T5x 1 1,(2k+1)n- The number
of its Seifert circles is 2k + 1 and the number of its crossings is 2k (2k + 1)n. From
Theorem 3.13, we have

KHO’zk((2k+l)n_l)+l(T2k+1,(2k+1)n) £ 0.
Hence, by the definition of the homological thickness (cf Corollary 3.5), we obtain
hw(Tokt1,2k+1)n) = S(2k(Qk + Dn—1) +1=2kn(k + 1) =1 +2(k + 1)) + 1
=k*n+2. |

Remark From Corollary 3.12 and Theorem 3.6, the (2k + 1, (2k + 1)n)—torus link
has no diagram which is alternating after k2n — 1 or less crossing changes.
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Theorem 3.13 [7, Proposition 6.1] Let L be a positive link. Then KH (L) = 0 if
i <0,
Q ifj=—-so(D)+c+1=x1,

KH™/ (L) =
() {O otherwise,

and KH*/ (L) = 0 if i > 0 and j < ¢ —so(D), where so(D) is the number of the
Seifert circles and c is the number of the crossings in a positive diagram D of L.

4 The maximal degree of the Khovanov homology of a cable
link

In this section, we prove Theorem 1.3 and Proposition 1.4. Recall that Theorem 1.3
has three claims. These claims follow from Lemmas 4.2, 4.8 and 4.9 below, which are
the first, second and third claims of Theorem 1.3, respectively. Hence, Theorem 1.3
immediately follows from these lemmas. Lemma 4.2 also implies Proposition 1.4. To
prove these lemmas, we define some notations.

Definition 4.1 Let K be an oriented knot and D be a knot diagram of K with writhe
f. Denote the (p, pn)—cabling of the knot K by K(p, pn). Assume that each
component of K(p, pn) has an orientation induced by K, that is, each component of
K(p, pn) is homologous to K in the tubular neighborhood of K. Let D(p,q + pf)
be the diagram depicted in Figure 7. The diagram D(p,q + pf) is a diagram of the
(p,q + pf)—cabling K(p,q + pf) of K (see Figure 9). Let D" (p,q + pf) and
E™(p,q+ pf) be the diagrams depicted in Figure 8.

D(p.q+pf)= | D Dpq

Figure 7: The diagram D(p,q + pf) is obtained from p-parallel of D by
adding D, 4, where f is the writhe of D. The diagram D(p,q + pf) isa
diagram of the (p,q + pf)—cabling of K.

We first prove Lemma 4.2, which implies Corollaries 1.2 and 3.4.
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D"(p.g+pf) =|D |

E™(p.q+pf) = m

Figure 8: The diagrams D™ (p,q + pf) and E™(p,q + pf)

S b

D@3.q-9)
@ @
D™(3,q—9) E™(3,9—9)

Figure 9: Examples of D(p,q), D™(p,q) and E™(p,q)

Lemma 4.2 Let K be an oriented knot and D be a diagram of K with [ positive
crossings and [_ negative crossings. Put | =14 +1[_ and f =1+ —[_. Then, forn >1
and any positive integer k, we have the following:

max{i € Z | KH (K(2k,2k(n + [))) # 0} = 2k*(n + f)
and

2k(k 4+ 1)(n+ f) <max{i € Z | KH (KQk + 1, 2k + 1)(n + f))) # 0}
<2k(k+1)(n+ f)+14.
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We use Lemma 4.3 below to prove Lemma 4.2. Lemma 4.3 gives upper bounds of
max{i € Z | KH'(K(p, p(n+ f))) # 0}.

Lemma 4.3 Let k be a positive integer and n > 0.

(1) Ifi>2k*(n—1+1)+1(2k)?> andn>1,ori > 1(2k)? and n <[, then we have
HY (D™ (2k,2k(n+ f)+j))=0 forany j=1,...,2k andm =0, ...,2k—1.

Q) Ifi >2k(k+1)(n—I[+1)+1Qk+1)?andn>1,0ri >IQ2k+1)? andn <1,
then we have H (D™ (2k+1, 2k +1)(n+ f)+j)=0 forany j =1, ..., 2k+1
andm=0,...,2k.

Proof of Lemma 4.3(1) We prove this by induction on k. For k = 1, there is the
following exact sequence:

@1 - —= HTYE' Q.20+ f)+)) —= H' (DQ.,2(n+[)+)))
—— H'(DQ.2(n+ f)+j-1) —= H'(E' 2. 2(n+ /) +])) — =
where j = 1,2 and n > 0. To study
HY(DQ2.,2(n+ f)+j)) and H' (DQ.2(n+ f)+j—1)),
we consider the diagram E'(2,2(n+ 1)+ j).

Note that for j = 1,2, the diagram E'(2,2(n+ f)+ j) is a diagram of the unknot
and has 2/ +2n + j — 1 negative crossings. Hence for i > 2/ +2n+ j—1 and n >0,
we have H/(E'(2,2(n+ f)+j)) = KHI—@+2n+j=1) () = 0. From the long exact
sequence (4-1),if i > 2/ 4+2n+ j and n > 0, then for j = 1,2 we obtain

H'(DQ2,2(n+ f)+ )= H(DQ.2(n+ f)+ j —1)).

By repeating the same process, if i > 2/ +2n+ j and n > 0, then for j = 1,2, we
have

H'(DQ.2(n+ f)+ ) = H(DQ.2(n + )+ j — 1))
=H (DQ2.2(n+ f)+j—2))
=H (DQ2,2f + 1))
= H'(D(2,2/)).
Since the diagram D(2,2f) has 4/ crossings, we obtain H*(D(2,2f)) = 0 for any

i >4l. Henceif n>/and i >2/+2n+ j,or n <[ and i > 4/, then we obtain
H (D2,2(n+ f)+j)) =0, where j =1,2.
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Suppose that this lemma is true for 1, ...,k — 1, that is, suppose that for 1 < g < k,
j=1,....,2gand m=0,...,2g —1, we have H (D™ (2g.2g(n+ f)+ j)) =0 if
i>2¢°m—1+1)+1Q2g)*andn>1/,ori>1[(2g)*> and n <.

We will show that Lemma 4.3(1) is true for k. We obtain the following exact sequence:

(4-2)  — H7YE™(Q2k,2k(n+ [)+j)) — H (D" 12k, 2k(n+ [)+j))
— HI(D™(2k,2k(n+ f)+j)) — H (E™(2k,2k(n+ f)+j)) —
where m=1,...,2k—1, j=1,...,2k and n > 0. We use the following claim to

study H (D™ 1(2k,2k(n+ f) + j)) and H (D™ (2k,2k(n+ f) + j)).

Claim 4.4 Under the induction hypothesis in the proof of Lemma 4.3(1), if i >
2k*(n—1+1)+12k)>—1andn>1,o0ri >1(2k)>—1 and n < [, then we have
HY (E™(2k,2k(n+ f)+j)) =0 forany j=1,....2k andm=1,...,2k —1.
We will give a proof of Claim 4.4 in the appendix.

From Claim 4.4 and the exact sequence (4-2), if i > 2k?*(n—1+1)+1(2k)? and n > [,
ori >1(2k)? and n <, we have

HY (D" Y2k, 2k(n+ f)+ j)) = H(D™ 2k, 2k(n+ 1)+ j))
form=1,...,2k—1and j =1,...,2k.

By repeating this process, if i > 2k2(n—1+1)+[(2k)?> and n > 1, or i > [(2k)? and
n<l,form=0,...,2k—1and j =1,...,2k, we have

HY (D™ 2k, 2k(n+ 1)+ j)) = H/(D" 12k, 2k(n + )+ j))

= H' (D*7' 2k, 2k(n+ f) + j))
= H'(D°Qk,2k(n+ f)+j —1))
= H'(D'(2k,2k(n+ f)+j—1))

= H (D*7 1k, 2k f + 1))
= H (D(Q2k,2k[)) =0,

where the last equality follows from the fact that the diagram D(2k, 2k f) has [(2k)?
crossings. |
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Proof of Lemma 4.3(2) This proof is the same as the proof of Lemma 4.3(1). We
prove this by induction on k. For k = 1, there is the following exact sequence:

4-3) - — HTYE™3,3(n+f)+))) — H(D"'3.3(n+f)+))) —
— H'(D"(3,3(n+f)+)) —= H'(E"(3.3(n+/)+j) —
where m =1,2, j =1,2,3and n > 0.
Note that
e E'(3,3(n+ f)+ 1) is equivalent to D and has 4n + 5/_ + 4/, negative

crossings,

e E'(3,3(n+ f)+2) is equivalent to D and has 2 +4n + 5/_ 4 41 negative
crossings,

e E'(3,3(n+ f)+3) isequivalentto DI and has 3+4n+5/_+4/, negative
crossings,

e E2(3,3(n+ f)+1) is equivalent to D LI and has 4n + 5/_ + 4] negative
crossings,

e E2(3,3(n+ f)+2)isequivalent to D and has 1 +4n + 5/_ 4 41 negative

crossings,

e E2(3,3(n+ f)+3) is equivalent to D and has 3 +4n + 5/_ + 4 negative
crossings.

Hence H (E™(3,3(n+ f)+ j)) is isomorphic to KH' ™= (D) or KH' ™" (D u ),
where n_ is the number of the negative crossings of E™(3,3(n + f) + j). Since
D has only /4 positive crossings, we have KH' ™"~ (D) = KH'"- (DU Q) = 0 if
i—n_>1ly.Hence H(E™3,3(n+ f)+j)=0ifi >4n+3+5/ and n > 0.

From the exact sequence (4-3), if i > 4n 44+ 5/ and n > 0, we have
H'(D™(3.3(n+ )+ /)= H (D" 3.3+ /) + /)

for j =1,2,3 and m = 1, 2. By repeating this process, if # >/ and i > 4n+4+ 5/,
or n </ and i > 9/, we obtain

H' (D™(3,3(n+ f)+j)) = H(D@3.3f)) =0,
for j=1,2,3 and m =1,2.

Suppose that this lemma is true for 1, ...,k —1, that s, suppose that for | <g <k, j =
1,....2¢+1and m=0,...,2g, wehave H (D" (2g+1,2g+1)(n+ f)+j)) =0
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ifi >2g(g+1)(n—I1+1)+1Q2g+1)?>andn>/,ori>I[(2g+1)> and n </. We
will show that Lemma 4.3(2) is true for k. We obtain the following exact sequence:

(4-4) oo — HTYWE™Qk 4+ 1,k + D)(n + )+ j))

— H' (D™ 'k + 1,2k + )(n+ )+ j))

— H' D"k + 1,2k + D)(n+ /) + j))

— H(E"Q2k+1,Qk+ D(n+ )+ j) —> -,
where m=1,...,2k, j=1,...,2k+1 and n > 0. We use the following claim to study
H (D" 12k +1, 2k +1)(n+ f)+j)) and H/ (D" 2k +1, 2k +1)(n+ f)+ j)).

Claim 4.5 Under the induction hypothesis in the proof of Lemma 4.3(2), if i >
2k(k+1)(n—I+1)+1Qk+1)2—1andn>1,o0ri >I1(2k +1)>—1 and n </ then
we have H'(E™(2k + 1,2k + 1)(n+ f)+j)) =0 forany j =1,...,2k + 1 and
m=1,...,2k.

We will give a proof of Claim 4.5 in the appendix.

From Claim 4.5 and the exact sequence (4-4), if i > 2k(k +1)(n—1+1)+1(2k +1)?
and n>1,or i >[(2k + 1)? and n < [, we have

H{(D" 'k +1,k + )(n+ f)+j) = H(D"Qk + 1,k + D(n+ /) + j))
form=1,....,2kand j =1,...,2k + 1.

By repeating this process, if i > 2k(k +1)(n —1 4+ 1) + 12k + 1) and n > [, or
i >12k+1)?> and n <1, thenfor m=0,...,2k and j =1,...,2k + 1, we obtain

H (D" 2k + 1,k +1)(n+ f)+j) = H(DQk+ 1,2k + 1) f)) =0. O
From Lemma 4.3, we can prove Lemma 4.2.

Proof of Lemma 4.2 From Lemma 4.3, we obtain
max{i € Z | H (D(2k,2k(n + f))) # 0} <2k*(n +1).
Hence we have
max{i € Z | KH (K(2k,2k(n + f))) # 0} <2k*(n+1)—1_(2k)* =2k>(n + f).

On the other hand, the dimension of Lee2k>(1+/) (K(Q2k,2k(n+ f))) is not zero. This
implies that

max{i € Z | KH (K(2k,2k(n + [))) # 0} = 2k*(n + f).
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Similarly we see that
max{i € Z | KH (K(2k + 1, 2k + )(n + f))) <2k(k + )(n+ f) + 1+

and that the dimension of Lee?**+D0+(k2k + 1, 2k + 1)(n + f))) is not zero.
Hence, we obtain

2k(k + 1)(n+ f) <max{i € Z | KH (KQk + 1, 2k + D)(n + [))) # 0}
<2k(k +D)(n+ f)+14. O

We use Lemma 4.6 below to prove Lemmas 4.8 and 4.9.

Lemma 4.6 Let K be a knot and D be a knot diagram with [ positive crossings and
[ negative crossings. Put | =1 +/_ and f =/ —[_. For any positive integer k
and any n > [, we have

dimg KH2* ) (K 2k, 2k(n + f)— 1))
= dimg H** @D (D(2k, 2k(n+ f)—1)) = 0.

Proof We consider the following exact sequence:
> PO E 2k 4 [ = 1) + )
— HPOED (D 0k 2ke(n+ f — 1) + j))
—s HH#ROHD (DM 2k (n+ f—1) + j))
—s H#POD(EM 0k 2k(n+ f = 1)+ j) — -+,

where m = 1,...,2k — 1, n >0 and j = 1,...,2k — 1. To study the groups
HY)2 @D (pm=102k 2k (n+ f—1)+j)) and H*}*@+D (D™ 2k 2k (n+ f—1)+)))
we use the following claim.

Claim4.7 Wehave H (E™(2k,2k(n+ f—1)+j)) =0 if i > 1(2k)>+2k*(n—1)-2
andn>1[ foranym=1,...,2k—1and j =1,...,2k—1.

Compare Claim 4.7 to Claim 4.4 (the main differences are the ranges of i and j). We
will give a proof of Claim 4.7 in the appendix.

From Claim 4.7 and the above exact sequence, if i > /(2k)*> +2k*(n—1)—1 and
n > [, we have

H (D" 'k, 2k(n+ f —1) + j)) = H(D™Qk,2k(n+ f — 1) + j)),
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where m =1,...,2k—1and j = 1,...,2k — 1. In particular, if i = 2k?>(n +1),
m =1 and j =2k — 1, we obtain

H* 0D (DK 2k(n + £)—1)) = H** D (DO 2k 2k(n + f— 1) + 2k — 1))
= H*0+D (DY 0k 2k(n+ f—1) + 2k — 1)).
By repeating this process, we have
H¥ @D (pk 2k(n+ f)—1)) = H** 0D (DY 0k 2k (n+ f—1)+2k—1))
= B2 0D (D200k 2k (n+ f—1)+2k—1))

— g 0D (D=1 0k 2e(nt f—1)4+2k—1))
= H2 0D (DO0k 2k (n+ f—1)+2k—2))

= H**@tD( Dk, 2k(n+ f—1))) =0,

where the last equality follows from Lemma 4.2. |

By using Lemma 4.6, we will prove Lemmas 4.8 and 4.9. Lemma 4.8 is an extension
of Theorem 3.3.

Lemma 4.8 Let K be a knot and D be a diagram of K with [ positive crossings
and [_ negative crossings. Put | =1, +/_ and f =/ —I_. Then for any positive
integer k and any n > [, we have

dimg KH2K* N (K (2k 2k (n + £))) = (2: ) .

Proof As in the proof of Lemma 3.8, in order to prove this lemma, it is sufficient to
prove the following:

(4-3) dimg H2¥*0"+D (D1 2k, 2k (n + 1)) =2 (2k ' i) ,

where 0 <i <2k — 1 (for convenience, we define (Z) =01if 0 <a < b). To prove
(4-5), we use induction on k.

For k = 1, from Lemma 4.6 we obtain

dimg H**+D(D'(2,2(n + £))) = dimg H*¥*"+tD(D@2.2(n + f)—1)) = 0.
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Hence we have the following exact sequence:
oo —> HPOEDLIZVEY Q 2(n + [))) — H2®HDI (D2, 2(n + f))) —> 0.
From the above exact sequence, we obtain

> dimg H2"HDI (D@, 2(n+ £)) £ dimg H2HDTLTHEL 2,2+ 1))).
j j

Since the diagram E!(2,2(n + f)) is equivalent to a diagram of the unknot and has
2(n 4 1) — 1 negative crossings, we have

Y “dimg H*"D-LITNEN 2, 2(n + £))) = ) dimg KH*/ (U) =2,
j j

where U is the unknot. Hence we obtain

> “dimg H>" D /(D2 2(n+ £))) <2.
j

On the other hand, the dimension of Lee2®+t/)(D(2,2(n+ f))) is 2. Hence we obtain
dimg H2"D(D2,2(n + 1)) = 2.

Suppose that (4-5) is true for 1,...,k — 1, that is, suppose that for | <h <k, n>0
and i =0,...,2h —1 we have

(“4-6) dimg H2"* D (D! 2h, 2h(n + 1)) =2 (2h o i) .

We will show that (4-5) is true for k. We have the following long exact sequence:

(4-7) s HAREOHDLIL (BT 0k 2k (n + £)))

g i (Dl
s g2 (DL (D 0k 2k (n + f)))

fji . .
I, gRkrmD, (D' 2k, 2k(n + f)) — - .

From the exact sequence (4-7) and the same discussion in (3-6), we obtain
@8) Y dimg H)*HDJ (D! 2k, 2k(n + £)))

J 2k—1
<3 dimg HHKFHDTLITYEM 2k 2k (n + £)))

j m=i+1 )
+dimg H**+D(DQ2k, 2k(n + f)—1)).
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From Lemma 4.6, we have dimg HZkz("+l)(D(2k, 2k(n+ f)—1)) = 0. To compute
dimg H***(+D=Y(Em(2k 2k(n + f))), we consider E™(2k,2k(n + f)).

E™2k,2k(n + f)) is equivalent to the diagram D" 22k — 2, 2k —2)(n + f))
for m > 2. We give E™(2k,2k(n + f)) an orientation such that all crossings of
D22k —2,(2k —2)(n+ f)) are positive. Then E™(2k,2k(n + f)) has

4kn—2n—1+202k —1ly + ((2k)* =22k —1))I_

negative crossings, where /4 and /_ are the number of the positive and negative
crossings of D, respectively. Hence for m > 2 we obtain

4-9) dimg H** D=1 (Em 0k 2k (n + f)))

= dimg H2*=D*(+D(pm=2(0) —2 2k —2)(n + £)))

2k—1—m

_2( k—1 )‘
Similarly, E'(2k,2k(n+ 1)) is equivalent to D(2k —2, 2k —=2)(n+ f))u (), where
O is a circle in the plane. We give E'(2k,2k(n + f)) an orientation such that all
crossings of D(2k —2, (2k —2)(n + f)) u Q) are positive. Then E!(2k,2k(n + f))
has 4kn —2n—14 22k — 1)l4 + ((2k)* —2(2k — 1)) negative crossings. Hence
we obtain
4-10) dimg H**@+D=Y(EM 0k 2k(n + £)))

= dimg H2* =D 0D (D=2 —2 2%k —2)(n+ f)LO)

2k -2
_2(k—1)'
From (4-8), (4-9) and (4-10), we have

@11) Y dimg H**@+DI (D! 2k 2k(n + 1))

J 2k—1

< Z 2(2kk—_11—m) :2(2k—k1—i)‘

m=i+1

Finally we will prove that the inequality in (4-11) is in fact an equality. At first, we
2
consider the case where i = 0. The dimension of Lee?*” "+ /) (D(2k, 2k (n + f))) is
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(2kk ) Hence, we have

(215) = dimg LeeZkZ("Jrf)(D(Zk, 2k(n+ 1)))

< dimg H2***® D (D 2k, 2k(n + f))) < (2:) .

This implies that we have the equality in (4-11) for i = 0. This fact implies that for
any j € Z and m =0, ...,2k — 2, the maps g]’.” and f]’” in (4-7) are injective and
surjective, respectively. Hence, we have the equality in (4-11) for i =0,...,2k —1
and we obtain

dimg H*+D (DI 2k 2k(n+ 1)) = Y dimg H2¥ DI (DI 2k, 2k (n + [)))
J

2k —1—i
) :

Next we prove Lemma 4.9.

Lemma 4.9 Let K be a knot and D be a diagram of K with [ positive crossings
and /_ negative crossings. Put | =1 +1_ and f =14 —I_. Then for any n > I, any
positive integer k andi =0, ..., k, we have

KH2K> (- 0).6K2 (4 =21 (g (0k 2k (n + [))) # 0.

Proof We use induction on k. In the case where & = 1, we need to prove
KH2H 6@+ N=1EL (D2 2(n + £))) #0.
We have the exact sequence
o HAOFEDTLTNEN 2,24 ) — HAOHDI(DQ2.2(n+ 1))
— H*HDI (DY 2, 2(n+ f))) —> -+
It follows from Lemma 4.6 that
H2OFDI (DY 2, 2(n + £))) = HXOFDI (D2, 2(n+ f)—1)) = 0.

The diagram E'(2,2(n + f)) is equivalent to a diagram of the unknot and has 2/
positive crossings and 2/ + 2n — 1 negative crossings. Hence we have
Q ifj=2/+4n—-1=£1,

H2OFD=LI=L(EY 2 2(n+ [))) = i
0 otherwise.
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By Lemma 4.8, we have dimg H2@+D(D(2,2(n+ f))) = 2. From the above exact
sequence, we have H2(*tD=Li=1(E1(2 2(n + f))) = H2®tD:J(D©2,2(n + 1))
since dimg H2"tD(D2,2(n + f))) = 2 = dimg H2®+D"1(E'(2,2(n + 1))).
Hence we obtain
KHZ(n+f),6(n+f)—1:|:1 (D(2, 2(7’1 + f))) — HZ(n+l),2]+4n—1:|:1 (D(2, 2(71 + f)))
— H2(n+l)—1,21+4n—2:|:1 (El (2’ 2(1’1 + f)))
= Q.

Suppose that Lemma 4.9 is true for 1,...,k — 1, that is, suppose that for 1 <h < k,
n>0andi=0,...,h, we have

(4-12) KH2 () 6h2 (D=2 (g (o 2h(n 4 f))) # 0.

From the proof of Lemma 4.8 (, recall that the inequality (4-8) is in fact an equality),
we have

(4-13)  dimg H**@+D:J (D 2k, 2k(n + [)))
> dimg szz(n+1)—1,j—l(El(2k,zk(n_|_f)))
+dimg H2K* D=L (E2 0k 2k(n + £))).

The diagram E!(2k,2k(n + f)) is equivalent to D(2k —2, 2k —=2)(n+ /)L O,
where () is a circle in the plane. We give E!(2k,2k(n+ f)) an orientation such that
all crossings of D(2k —2, (2k—2)(n+ f))U(Q are positive. Then E'(2k,2k(n+ f))
has 2(2k —1)(f 4+n) — 1 +1_(2k)? negative crossings and (2k)?/ 4+ (2k —1)2kn—1
crossings. Similarly, the diagram E?(2k,2k(n + f)) is equivalent to the diagram
D2k —2,(2k —2)(n+ f)). We give E%(2k,2k(n+ f)) an orientation such that all
crossings of D(2k —2,(2k —2)(n + f)) are positive. Then E2(2k,2k(n + f)) has
22k —1)(f 4+ n) — 1 +1_(2k)? negative crossings and (2k)?/ + (2k —1)2kn —2
crossings. From (4-13), we have

dimg KH2K>(+ )6k N=21 (D ok 2k(n + £)))
> dimg KH2k—1? (4 ).6(=1D(+)=2i+1(p ok —2, 2k —2)(n+ ) L O)
+ dimg KH2K=D*@).6G=D20+/)=2i (p 2k — 2 (2k —2)(n + f))).

By the induction hypothesis (4-12), the first term of the last expression is not zero for
i =1,...,k, and the second term is not zero for i =0, ...,k — 1. This completes the
proof. |
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Remark In general Lemma 4.6 is not true for (2k + 1, (2k + 1)n)—cable links, that
is, dimg KH** AV (D2k 4+ 1, 2k + 1)(n + f)—1)) # 0 even though n > /.
The reason is that the maximal homological degree of the Khovanov homology of a
(2k + 1, 2k + 1)n)—cable link is not equal to that of the Lee homology of the link.
Since we need Lemma 4.6 to prove Lemmas 4.8 and 4.9, we cannot obtain results for
(2k 4+ 1, (2k 4+ 1)n)—cable links corresponding to these lemmas by the same methods.

From Lemma 4.9, we obtain the following.

Corollary 4.10 Let K be a positive knot and D be a positive diagram of K with |
crossings. Then for any n > | and any positive integer k , the homological thickness
hw(K 2k, 2k(n +1))) is greater than or equal to k(k —1)(n +1) + 2 + ks(K), where
s(K) is the Rasmussen invariant of K .

Proof By Lemma 4.9, we have
KH2K> (D,6k2 D=2k (g 0 2k (1 4 1))) £ 0.
Since D(2k,2k(n + 1)) is also positive diagram, from Theorem 3.13, we obtain
KH0’4k21+2kn(2k_1)_2ks()(D)+2(K(Zk, 2k(n + 1))) # 0’
where so(D) is the number of Seifert circles of D. Hence
hw(KQk,2k(n+ 1) =kk—1)n+1)+24+k(l +1—50(D)).

It is known that the Rasmussen invariant s(K) of a positive knot K is [ + 1 —s¢(D),
where D is a positive diagram of K with / crossings (see [13, Section 5.2]). Hence
we obtain

hw(K 2k, 2k (n + 1)) = k(k — 1)(n +1) + 2 + k - s(K). O

Remark Corollary 4.10 is an extension of Corollary 3.5. From Theorem 3.6, if 7 is
sufficiently large, the (2k, 2k n)—cabling of any positive knot K has no diagram which
is alternating after k(k — 1)n + ks(K) — 1 or less crossing changes.

S An application for twisted Whitehead doubles

In this section, we consider twisted Whitehead doubles of any knot and compute their
Khovanov homologies.
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Let K be a knot. A twisted Whitehead double of K is represented by the diagram
L(D,q) in Figure 10, where D is a diagram of K and ¢ is an integer. The right
picture in Figure 11 is a twisted Whitehead double of the left-handed trefoil.

A cable link is obtained from a twisted Whitehead double of any knot by smoothing
at a crossing. In Section 4, we give some computations of the Khovanov homology
groups of cable links. By applying these computations, we will calculate the Khovanov
homology groups of a twisted Whitehead double of any knot with sufficiently many
twists. Moreover we compute their Rasmussen invariants (Corollary 5.6).

Let D be a knot diagram with /4 (D) positive crossings and /_ (D) negative crossings.
Put/ =/ (D)+I1-(D) and f =1,(D)—I1_(D). Let L(D,q) =L, Ly and L; be
knot diagrams depicted in Figure 10, where ¢ is a nonnegative integer (for example,
see Figure 11). In the case where ¢ is negative, we define L(D, g) as the mirror image
of L(—=D,—q + 1), where —D is the mirror image of D.

By the definition, we have
HM (Ly) = H'™ " 72(DQ2.q +2/)),
H" (Lo) = H'" M "Y(D2,qg—1+2f)).
To study the Khovanov homology of L(D,q), we compute H>/ (D(2,q —1+2f))

for some i and ;.

Lemma 5.1 Forn > [+ 1, we have

Q ifj=2l+4n—2,

H2(n+l)—1,j D2,2 —1 —
D@2+ == i L2 tran—3+1,
and forn > [ and any i > 2(n + 1), we have

H (DQ2.,2(n+ f)—1))=0.

Proof We obtain the following exact sequence:
o H2HD=20(DY2 2(n+ f)—1))
— HXD"2I"YEYQ 2 + f) - 1)
— H2OHD=Li(D@2,2(n + f)— 1))
— HX"HDL (D2, 200+ f) = 1) —> -
where E™(p,q) and D™ (p,q) are given in Figure 8. By Lemma 4.2 we have
H2HDTL (DY 22+ f) = 1) = HXOHDTH (D@20 + /) - 2)) = 0.
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L(D,g)=L = g crossings

Lo

L,

Figure 10: L(D,q)= L, Ly and L;, where ¢ is nonnegative

L(D.q)
Figure 11: An example of L(D, q)

q crossings

The diagram E'(2,2(n + f)— 1) is a diagram of the unknot and has 2/ + 2n — 2
negative crossings and 2/ positive crossings. Hence we have

Q ifj=20+4n—3+1,

HXED=2I"VEY 2 2(n+ f)—1)) = i
0  otherwise.
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By Lemmas 4.9 and 4.8, we obtain

) if j=2/4+4n—-5=41,
HXOH-20 (D@ 2+ f)—2)) = | & 17 =2+
0 otherwise.

From the above exact sequence, we have
Q ifj=2/+4n-2,
0 ifj#2/4+4n—-3=%1.

The second claim follows from Lemmas 4.6 and 4.2. O

H”””*NDa@m+fr4»={

By using Lemma 5.1, we can compute some Khovanov homology groups of L(D, q).

Proposition 5.2 Let D be a knot diagram with [ (D) positive crossings and [_(D)
negative crossings. Put | = /(D) + [/_(D). Let n be an integer which is greater
than .

(I) In the case where ¢ = 2n, we have

Q ifj=-241,

KH®/ (L(D, q)) =
(L(D.9) {0 otherwise.

(II) In the case where ¢ = 2n + 1, we have

; Q ifj =5,
KH?*/(L(D,q)) =

(L(D.9) {0 ifj+£5,3.
Proof Put f =/((D)—[_(D).
(I) Suppose that g = 2n.

From Lemma 4.8, we obtain dimg H2@+D(D(2,2(f 4+ n))) = 2. From Lemma 4.9,
we have H2(1+D:4n+21=121(n(2 2(f 4 n))) # 0. Hence we obtain

Q ifj=4n+20+1+£1,

F2etD+1,j (L)) = HZ(”+1)’j_2(D(2, 2(f +n))) = :
0 otherwise.

From Lemma 5.1, we obtain H/(Ly) = H'= =Y (D©2,2(f +n) —1)) = 0 if
i >2(n+1). Now there is the following exact sequence:
e H2(n+l)+1,j(L0) N H2(n+l)+1,j—1(L1)
. g2mtD+2,) (L) — H2+D+2,j (Lo) —> -+~ .
Since H2W+D+Li(L )= H2@+D+2.7 (L) = 0, we have

0  otherwise.
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The diagram L = L(D,2n) has 2n + 2 + 2/ negative crossings and 2/ positive
crossings. By the definition, we obtain

Q ifj=-241,

KH®/ (L(D, q)) =
(L(D.9) {0 otherwise.

(II) Suppose that ¢ =2n + 1.
We can prove this by the same method as in (I). It follows from Lemmas 4.2 and 5.1 that

Hz("+l)+2’j(L1) - H2(”+l)+1’j_2(D(2, 2f +2n+1))
_Q ifj=4n+2l+4,
S0 ifj#£4n+2043+1,

and H%/ (Lg) = H=Y =Y (DQ,2f +2n)) =0if i >2(n+1)+ 1. Now we have
the following exact sequence:

HZ(n+l)+2,j (LO) N H2(n+l)+2,j—l(L1) — H2(n+l)+3,j (L) — H2(n+l)+3,j (LO)
Since H2+D+2.7 (1) = H2(+D+3.7 (L) = 0, we obtain
HAOHDF3) (1) = 2D, () o Q if j=4n+20+5,
0 ifjAdn+2 44+l

The diagram L = L(D,2n+ 1) has 2n+ 1 + 2/ negative crossings and 2+ 2/ positive
crossings. By the definition we have
Q ifj =5,

KH>/(L(D.q)) = {o if j 5,3, .

Corollary 5.3 Let D be a knot diagram with [ (D) positive crossings and [_(D)
negative crossings. Put [ =14 (D)+1[_(D). Let n be an integer which is greater than [ .
Then we have s(L(D,2n)) = —2, where s(K) is the Rasmussen invariant of a knot K .

Proof From Proposition 2.4, we have dimg Lee® (L(D,2n)) =2. Let Smax and Smin
be its generators. Assume that the g—grading of sy is greater than that of sp;,. From
the definition of the Rasmussen invariant, the ¢—grading of spax is s(L(D,2n)) + 1
and that of s, is s(L (D, 2n))—1. Since there is a spectral sequence whose E o, —page
is the Lee homology and E,—page is the Khovanov homology, we have

KHOSE@:2m)EL (1 (D 2p)) £ 0.

From Proposition 5.2(I), we have s(L(D,2n)) = —2. O

Algebraic € Geometric Topology, Volume 13 (2013)



The maximal degree of the Khovanov homology of a cable link 2877

In [12] Livingston and Naik showed Theorem 5.5 below, which gives a relation between
the values of the Rasmussen invariants of L(D,2¢) and L(D,2t+1).

Definition 5.4 We call an invariant v of Livingston—Naik type if v is an integer-valued
additive knot invariant which bounds the smooth 4—genus of a knot and coincides with
the 4—ball genera of positive torus knots, that is:

e v is a homomorphism from the smooth knot concordance group C to Z.

e |V(K)| < g4(K), where g4(K) is the 4—genus of a knot K.

e v(Tpq)=(p—1)(q—1)/2, where p and g are coprime integers.

Remark For example the Ozsvath—Szabd invariant v and half of the Rasmussen
invariant s/2 are Livingston—Naik-type invariants.

Theorem 5.5 [12, Theorem 1] Let v be a Livingston—-Naik type invariant. If
v(L(D,2t)) = %1, then v(L(D,2t +1)) =0.

Remark In their paper, Livingston and Naik use the notation D_(K,¢) and D4 (K, t)
instead of L(D,2t—2f) and L(D,2t+ 1—2f) respectively.

Theorem 5.5 does not determine the value of the Rasmussen invariant of a twisted
Whitehead double of a knot. From Theorem 5.5 and Corollary 5.3, we can compute
the Rasmussen invariants of twisted Whitehead doubles of any knot with sufficiently
many twists.

Corollary 5.6 For any n > [, we have
s(L(D,2n)) =-2,
s(L(D,2n+1)) =0,
s(L(D,—2n)) =0,
s(L(D,—2n+1)) =2.

Proof Let —D be the mirror image of the diagram D. From Proposition 5.2, we
have s(L(D,2n)) = —2. Since L(D,—2n+ 1) and the mirror image of L(—D,2n)
are diagrams of the same knot, we obtain s(L(D,—2n + 1)) = —s(L(—D, 2n)).
Since we can apply Proposition 5.2 to L(—D,2n), we have s(L(D,—2n + 1)) =
—s(L(—D,2n)) = 2. It follows from Theorem 5.5 that s(L(D,2n + 1)) =0 =
s(L(—D,2n 4+ 1)). Since L(D,—2n) and the mirror image of L(—D,2n + 1) are
diagrams of the same knot, we have s(L(D, —2n)) = 0. O
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We can rewrite Corollary 5.6 as follows.

Corollary 5.7 For any knot K, we have s(Dy(K,t)) = 0 for t > 2/ (K) and
s(D4+(K,t))=2 fort <—2I_(K), where | (K) =min{/; (D) | D is a diagram of K}
and [_(K) = min{/_(D) | D is a diagram of K} (see Figure 12).

s(D1 (K, 1))
A
2 _Q
. ?
0 : O > !
—21_(K) 2l4(K)

Figure 12: s(D4+(K, 1))

Remark Note that we use a relation between the Khovanov homology and the Ras-
mussen invariant s in Corollary 5.7 (or Corollary 5.6). We do not know whether another
Livingston—Naik-type invariant satisfies Corollary 5.7 or not.

We only compute the Khovanov homology groups of a twisted Whitehead double of
any knot with sufficiently many twists. Since the Rasmussen invariant s is obtained
from the Lee homology, the estimation in Corollary 5.7 may not be sharp. Livingston
and Naik [12] showed the following theorem, which is similar to Corollary 5.7.

Theorem 5.8 [12, Theorem 2] Let v be a Livingston—Naik-type invariant. For
each knot K, we have v(D(K,t)) =1 fort < TB(K) and v(D+(K,t)) = 0 for
t > —TB(—K), where TB(K) is the maximal Thurston—-Bennequin number of a knot
K and —K is the mirror image of K .

V(D4 (K, 1))
A

O L > f

TB(K) t(K,v) —TB(—K)

Figure 13: v(D4+(K, 1))
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s(D+(K,1))/2
A

>

0 : b -
=21 (K)=1t(K,5) 2l4(K)
Figure 14: s(D4+(K,1))/2

Remark For any Livingston—Naik-type invariant v and knot K, Livingston and
Naik show that v(D4+(K,t)) is a nonincreasing function of 7. Hence, there exists an
integer ¢(K, v) such that v(D4(K,t)) =1 for t <¢(K,v) and v(D4+(K,t)) =0 for
t > t(K,v) (see [12, Theorem 2]).

For any Livingston—Naik-type invariant v, we have TB(K) < ((K,v) < —=TB(—K)
from Theorem 5.8 (Figure 13). In particular, we obtain

TB(K) <t(K,s/2) <—TB(—K).
From Corollary 5.7, we have
=2l (K)—1=<1t(K,s/2) <2l4+(K).

See also Figure 14. As far as the author knows, there is no relation between the maximal
Thurston—Bennequin number and the positive or negative crossing number. However
they have a similar property as above.

For the Ozsvath—Szabé invariant t, it is known that (K, t) = 2t(K) — 1 (see
Theorem 5.10 below).

Example 5.9 For the right-handed trefoil 75 3, we have /(73 3) =0, /1 (T2 3) =3,
TB(7>,3) =1 and TB(—T3,3) = —6. We have s(D4(73,3,t)) =2 for t <1 and
§(D4(T3,3,t)) = 0 for t = 6 from Theorem 5.8. From Corollary 5.7, we have
§(D4(Ty3,t)) =2 fort <1 and s(D4(T>,3,t)) =0 for > 7. Hence, in this case,
Theorem 5.8 implies Corollary 5.7. However, in general, we do not know whether
Theorem 5.8 implies Corollary 5.7 or not.

Theorem 5.10 [5, Theorem 1.4] For any knot K, we have

0 ift>2t(K)—1,

t(D+(K, 1) = {1 ift <27(K)—1.
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Remark The negative half of the knot signature —a /2 is not of a Livingston—Naik
type since —o(7p,4)/2 is not equal to (p — 1)(¢ — 1)/2. However it has similar
properties. We call such an invariant of weak Livingston—Naik-type (see Definition 5.11
below).

Definition 5.11 We call an invariant v’ of weak Livingston—Naik-type if V' is an
integer-valued additive knot invariant which bounds the smooth 4—genus of a knot and
coincides with the 4—ball genus of right-handed trefoil knot, that is:

e V' is a homomorphism from the smooth knot concordance group C to Z.
o W(K)| < g4(K), where g4(K) is the 4—genus of a knot K.
s V(T3 =1.

Remark In [1], Abe calls the properties in Definition 5.11 the L—property.

Remark For any Livingston—Naik-type invariant v, we only use the properties in
Definition 5.11 to prove that v(D4 (K, ¢)) is a nonincreasing function of . Hence, for
any weak Livingston—Naik-type invariant v’ and knot K, v/(D4(K,t)) is a nonin-
creasing function of 7 and there exists an integer 7(K, v") such that v/(D+(K,1)) =1
for t < t(K,v’) and V(D4 (K,t)) =0 for t > t(K,v’) (see [12, Theorem 2] and
[11, Corollary 3]). In particular, the negative half of the knot signature o is of weak
Livingston—Naik-type and #(K, —0/2) = 0.

Appendix
In this section, we prove Claims 4.4, 4.5 and 4.7 and Lemma 3.10.

Proof of Claim 4.4 We consider the diagram E™(2k,2k(n+ f)+ j). If we slide an
arc (which is like a “cap” illustrated in the following figures) of E" (2k,2k(n+ f)+j),
the diagram E™(2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) may change to one of the four diagrams depicted
in Figures 15, 16, 17 and 18. If E™(2k,2k(n + f) + j) changes to the diagram
depicted in Figure 17, then we continue the isotopic moves as depicted in Figure 19.
Similarly, if E™(2k,2k(n + f) 4+ j) changes to the diagram depicted in Figure 18,
then we continue the isotopic moves as depicted in Figure 20. No matter in which
of the four cases, there are an h € {1,...,2k —2x}, an x € {l,...,k}, an s €
{l,...,2k—2x—1} and an ¢ € {0, 1} such that E"(2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) is equivalent
to D52k —2x, 2k —2x)(n + f) + h) U U,, where U, is a circle in the plane and
U, is the empty set. We give E(2k,2k(n + f) + j) an orientation such that all
crossings of D¥(2k —2x, 2k —2x)(n+ f)+ h)U U, are positive. We call the diagram
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D2k,2kn+j—1 Slide this arc D2k—2,(2k—2)n+j’

Dok—ax,k—2x)n+h—1

Figure 15: The diagram E™ (2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) can be changed to a positive
diagram D*(2k —2x,(2k —2x)(n+ f)+h) U U, (type 1)

WJ

Do pken+j—1 Slide this arc Dsj—2,2k—2)n+j’

Doj_ox,2k—2x)n+h—1

Figure 16: The diagram E™ (2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) can be changed to a positive
diagram D’ (2k —2x,(2k —2x)(n+ f) + h) U U, (type 2)

E™Q2k,2k(n + f)+ j) of type 1, type 2, type 3 and type 4 if it changes to the
positive diagram as in Figures 15, 16, 19 and 20, respectively.

Now we have supposed thatfor 1 <g <k, j=1,...,2g and m=0,...,2g—1 we have
H (D™(2g,2g(n+ f)+/))=0if i >2g2(n—I+1)+1(2g)?> and n>1,0ri >1(2g)>
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Dok okntj—1 Slide this arc

Doj > 0k—2)n+h

Figure 17: The diagram E™(2k,2k(n + f)+ j) can be changed to a diagram (type 3)

Slide this arc

Dok okntj—1

Dog_ox,(2k—2x)n+h—1

Figure 18: The diagram E™(2k,2k(n+ f) 4+ j) can be changed to a diagram (type 4)

and n </ (recall the induction hypothesis in the proof of Lemma 4.3(1)). From this
induction hypothesis, if i —n_ +/_(2k —2x)? > 2(k —x)*(n —[ + 1) + [(2k —2x)?
and n>1,ori —n_+1_(2k —2x)> > [(2k —2x)? and n </, then we have
H'(E™(2k,2k(n + f)+ j))

= KH' ™" (D*(2k —2x, 2k —2x)(n+ f) + h) L U,)

= HITn=H=CR=20% (DS 0k — 2, 2k — 2x)(n + f) + h) L U,) =0,
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\
Dok—ox.@k—2xm+n | | 7 // T

Dok—2x.k—2x)n+h—1

Frg . Dok—2x.@k—2x)n+h—1
(79 -
Doj—ox (2k—2x)n+h—1 ! Slide this block

1=+ U(XT=AT)' XT=AT (T Doj—2x.k—2x)n+h—1

Turn 180°
on the plane

Figure 19: The diagram E™(2k,2k(n—+ f)+ j) can be changed to a positive
diagram D’ (2k —2x, (2k —2x)(n+ f) + h) U Ug (type 3)

where n_ is the number of the negative crossings of E™(2k,2k(n + f)+ j). Hence,
to prove Claim 4.4, it is sufficient to prove the following:
(A-1) 1Qk)? +2k*(n—1+1)—1

>2k —x)(n—1+ D) +1:0Qk=2x)>+n_ (=1,
and
(A-2) 12k)?> 1> 1.2k =2x)>+n_ (n<lI).

To prove (A-1) and (A-2), we need to count the number of the negative crossings of
EMQk,2k(n+ f)+ ).

We first count its positive crossings by dividing it into four parts: part 1, part 2, part 3
and part 4 (see Figure 21).
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0 - 2l

Dak—2x.2k—2x9n4th—1 Doj—2x,2k—2x)n+h—1

\J

Dag—2x,2k—2x)n+h—1 L )
Turn 180°
on the plane
K 9 T—y+U(XT—0) XT—T (]

Dok—2x,k—2x)n+h—1

)Sli:de this block

Figure 20: The diagram E™(2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) canbe changed to D*(2k —
2x, 2k =2x)(n+ )+ h) U Ug (type 4)

Step 1 Suppose E™(2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) is either of type 1 or type 2: In part 1, we
apply Z;:OI (I(2k —2i)+1(2k —2i —2)) times RII moves to E™(2k,2k(n+ f)+j)
to obtain the diagram D%(2k —2x, (2k —2x)(n + f) + h) U Ug. Then the diagram
E™Q2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) loses Zf:ol (I(2k —2i)+1(2k —2i —2)) positive crossings.
Moreover, D* (2k —2x, (2k—2x)(n+ f)+h)UUg has [4(2k —2x)? positive crossings
in a part corresponding to part 1. Hence, in part 1, E™(2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) has

x—1
> 2k —2i) + 12k —2i —2)) + 14 (2k — 2x)?
i=0

positive crossings.
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part 4

}part3

D2k,2kn }part 2

part 1 D

Figure 21: The diagram E™(2k,2k(n + f) + j) divided into four parts

In part 2, E"™(2k,2k(n + f) + j) has x arcs directed upward and 2k — x arcs
directed downward (see Figure 22). Hence, in part 2, E™(2k,2k(n + f) + j) has
x(x — )n + (2k — x)(2k — x — 1)n positive crossings.

b

¢ x 2k — x

Py - - - vt

Dok 2kn

Figure 22: If E™(2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) is either type 1 or type 2, in part 2,
E™(2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) has x arcs directed upward and 2k —x arcs directed
downward

2k

1t xxand | x Qk—m—x—1)

Figure 23: If E™(2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) is either type 1 or type 2, in part 3,
E™2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) has at least 2k —m — 1 — x positive crossings. This
figure is a minimal case.

In part 3, E™(2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) has at least 2k —m — 1 — x positive crossings (see
Figure 23).
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In part 4, note that there are x arcs directed upward and 2k —x arcs directed downward.
Assume that b is the number of the positions where the leftmost arc is directed upward
and that a is the number of the positions where the leftmost arc is directed downward
(see Figure 24). Note that a + b = j — 1 and that b < x.

1t xx and | x 2k — x)

oyt V)] e

Doy i

Figure 24: In the case where the diagram E™(2k,2k(n + f) + j) is of
type 1 or type 2. In part 4, E™(2k,2k(n + f) + j) has x arcs directed
upward and 2k — x arcs directed downward. The number of the positions
where the left most arc is directed upward is b. The number of the positions
where the left most arc is directed downward is a.

Then, in part 4, E™(2k,2k(n+ f) + j) has
b(x—1)+aRk—x—-1)=b(x—-1D)+({G—-1-b)QRk—x—-1)
positive crossings.

Hence the diagram E™(2k,2k(n + f) + j) has at least X positive crossings, where

x—1
Xy =) (IQ2k =2i) +1(2k = 2i —2)) + [ (2k — 2x)*
=0 +x(x—1n+ Q2k—x)2k—x—1n

+2k—1-m—x
+b(x—1D+(—-1=-b)Q2k—x—1).

From the above discussion E™(2k,2k(n+ f)—+ j) has at most X, negative crossings,
where
X, =12k)* + 2k —1)2kn+ j)—m— X;.

Then for j # 2k we can check the following.
12k)? +2k*(n—1+1)—1>2(k—x)*’(n—1+ 1)+ 1Rk =2x)*+ X, (n>1),
12k)? =121,k —2x)>+ X, (n<l).
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Indeed, we can compute
1K) 4+2k2(n—1+1)— 1=k —x)2(n—1 + 1) + 142k —2x)* + X3)
=2(k—x)(x—b)+xQ2k—j)—1.

We obtain 2(k —x)(x —b) + x(2k — j)—1 >0 since 0 < j <2k, b <x <k and
x > 1. Similarly /4 (2k —2x)? 4+ X, <1(2k)? —1 for j # 2k . This implies that (A-1)
and (A-2) are true if j # 2k and E™(2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) is either of type 1 or type 2.

Finally we consider the case j =2k . If j =2k, then x =1 and E™(2k,2k(n+ f)+J)
has n_ =2k —1)(n+1)—14214 (2k —1)+1_((2k)*—2(2k —1)) negative crossings.
In this case we have [ (2k—2)2+2(k—1)?>(n—I+1)+n_ =1(2k)>+2k?*(n—I+1)—1.
Similarly, in this case, we obtain /(2k)? — 1 > [+ (2k —2x)? +n_ for n < I. These
imply that (A-1) and (A-2) are true for j = 2k.

Step 2 Suppose E™(2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) is either of type 3 or type 4: By the same
discussion, in part 1, E™(2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) has

x—1

> ((2k —2i) + 12k —2i —2)) + 14 (2k —2x)?

i=0
positive crossings.
In part 2, E™(2k,2k(n + f) + j) has 2k — x arcs directed upward and x arcs
directed downward (see Figure 25). Hence, in part 2, E™(2k,2k(n + f) + j) has
x(x —1n+ (2k — x)(2k — x — 1)n positive crossings.

Tx2k—x
(R R & AN

Do 2kn

XX

Figure 25: If E™(2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) is either type 3 or type 4, in part 2,
E™2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) has 2k —x arcs directed upward and x arcs directed
downward

In part 3, E™(2k,2k(n + f) + j) may have no positive crossing.

In part 4, note that there are 2k —x arcs directed upward and x arcs directed downward.
Assume that @ is the number of the positions where the left most arc is directed upward
and that b is the number of the positions where the left most arc is directed downward
(see Figure 26). Note that  +b = j —1 and that b < x (we have b # x since in part 4
the left most bottom arc is directed downward).
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P x2k —xand | xx

Dog i1
‘ ~
¢ ‘ . [] [ ‘ ‘ //\ ______________ \// Xda
[~ ~
e St (a+b=j—-1)

Figure 26: In the case where the diagram E™ (2k,2k(n + f)+ j) is type 3
ortype 4. Inpart 4, E™(2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) has 2k —x arcs directed upward
and x arcs directed downward. The number of the positions where the left
most arc is directed upward is . The number of the positions where the left
most arc is directed downward is ». The left most bottom arc is directed
downward since we give E™(2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) such an orientation, (see
Figures 19, 20 or 21).

Then, in part 4, E™(2k,2k(n+ 1)+ j) has
b(x—1D)4+alk—x—-1)=bx—1D)+({G—-1-b)2k—x—1)
positive crossings.

Hence the diagram E™ (2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) has at least X| positive crossings, where

x—1
X{ =) (12k =2i) +1(2k = 2i —2)) + [ (2k — 2x)*
=0 +x(x—Dn+Qk—x)2k—x—1)n

Fh(x—1)+(—1—b)2k —x—1).

From the above discussion, E™(2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) has at most X negative crossings,
where

X) =12k)* + 2k —1)2kn + j)—m— X].
Then for j # 2k we can also check the following:
1Q2k)? +2k2(n—14+1) =1 >2(k —x)?>(n =1 + 1) + 14 2k —2x)* + X5 (n>1),
12k)? —1> 142k —2x)*+ X, (n<]I).
Indeed, we can compute

12k)? 4+ 2k2(n—1 4+ 1) = 1 = 2(k —x)*(n —1 + 1) + 14+ (2k —2x)* + X3)
=2k —x)(x—=b—-1)+xQRk—j—1)+m.
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We obtain 2(k —x)(x—b—1)+x(2k —j—1)+m >m > 0 since we have 0 < j <2k,
b<x <k and x > 1. Similarly /4 (2k —2x)* + X} <1(2k)* —1.

From Steps 1 and 2, we finish this proof. |

Proof of Claim 4.5 The proof of Claim 4.5 is the same as that of Claim 4.4.

By the same discussion, there are an 1 € {1,...,2k+1—2x},an x € {1,...,k}, an
se{l,...,2k—2x} and an ¢ € {0, 1} such that E™ 2k + 1,2k +1)(n+ f)+j) is
equivalent to D¥(2k +1—2x, 2k +1—-2x)(n+ f)+ h)u U, where Uy is a circle
in the plane and U, is the empty set. We give E™(2k +1, 2k +1)(n+ f)+ j) an
orientation such that all crossings of D*(2k +1—2x, 2k +1-2x)(n+ f)+h) U U,
are positive.

Now we have supposed that for 1 <g <k, j=1,...,2¢g+1and m=0,...,2g we
have H'(D™(2g+1,2g+1)(n+ f)+j)=0if i >2g(g+1)(n—1+1)+1(2g+1)?
and n>1,ori >[(2g+1)? and n <[ (recall the induction hypothesis in the proof
of Lemma 4.3(2)). From this induction hypothesis, if i —n_ +/_(2k +1—2x)? >
2k—x)(k—=x+1)(n—=I+1)+I1QRk+1-2x)? and n>1,0or i —n_+I1_(2k+1-2x)%> >
1(2k +1—2x)? and n </, then we have

H' (E™Q2k +1,Qk + )(n+ f)+ /) =0,

where n_ is the number of the negative crossings of E™(2k+ 1, 2k+1)(n+ f)+j).
Hence, to prove Claim 4.5, it is sufficient to prove the following:
(A-3) 1Qk+1)?+2k(k+D(n—1+1)—1

>2(k —x)k+1=x)n—1+ 1)+ 1+ Rk +1-2x)*+n_ (n>1),

and
(A-4) 12k +1)2=1>1:Qk+1-2x)4+n_ (m<l).

To prove (A-3) and (A-4), we need to count the number of the negative crossings of
EmQk+1,Qk+1)(n+ f)+)).

We first count its positive crossings by dividing it into four parts as the proof of
Claim 4.4.

Step 1 Suppose E™(2k + 1,2k + 1)(n+ f) + j) is either of type 1 or type 2: In
part 1, E™2k + 1,2k +1)(n+ f)+ j) has

x—1

D U@k +1=2i) + 12k —2i = 1)) + 4 (2k + 1 - 2x)?

i=0
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positive crossings.

Inpart 2, E™ 2k + 1,2k +1)(n+ f)+j) has x(x —1)n 4+ 2k +1—x)(2k —x)n
positive crossings.

Inpart 3, E™(2k + 1,2k +1)(n+ f)+ j) has at least 2k —m — x positive crossings
(cf Figure 23).

Inpart 4, E™(2k +1,2k + 1)(n+ f) + j) has
b(x—1)+aRk—x)=b(x—-1)4+(j—-1-5b)2k —x)
positive crossings.

Hence the diagram E"(2k +1,(2k+1)(n+ f)+ j) has at least Y; positive crossings,
where

x—1

Y1 =) (IQ2k+1=2i)+1(2k —2i = 1)) + 4 (2k + 1 —2x)*
i=0 +x(x—Dn+Qk+1-x)2k —x)n
+2k—m—x
+bo(x—=1)+(j —1-b)(2k —x).

From the above discussion, E™(2k + 1, (2k + 1)(n+ )+ j) has at most Y, negative
crossings, where

Y, =102k +1)? +2k(Qk + Dn+ j)—m — Y.

Then for j # 2k + 1 we can check the following:
1k +1)2 4+ 2k(k+ )(n—1+1)—1
>2(k —x)k—x4+D)n—=1+1)+14Ck +1-2x)2+Y, (n>1),

and
1Qk +1)? 1> 1.2k +1-2x)+Y, (n<l).

Finally we consider the case where j = 2k + 1. If j = 2k + 1 then x = 1 and
E™MQ2k+1, 2k +1)(n+ f)+j) has n_ =dk(n+1)—1+4lk+1_((2k +1)>—4k)
negative crossings. In this case we have

Iy k=12 +2k(k—1)(n—1+1)+n_=1Qk + 1)> +2k(k + D)(n—1+1)—1.

Similarly, in this case, we obtain /(2k + 1)2 —1> 1, (2k +1—2x)*> +n_ forn <.
These imply that (A-3) and (A-4) are true for j = 2k + 1.
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Step 2 Suppose E"(2k + 1,2k +1)(n+ f) + j) is either of type 3 or type 4:

By the same discussion, in part 1, E™(2k + 1, 2k + 1)(n+ f) + j) has

x—1
D (Qk +1=2i) +1(2k —2i — 1)) + [ (2k + 1 —2x)*
i=0

positive crossings.

Inpart 2, EM™2k + 1,2k +1)(n+ f)+j) has x(x — Dn+ 2k + 1 —x)(2k —x)n
positive crossings.

In part 3, E"™(2k + 1,2k + 1)(n + f) 4+ j) may have no positive crossing.
Inpart 4, E™(2k +1,2k + 1)(n+ f) + j) has

b(x—1)+ak—x)=bx—1)+(( —1->b)2k —x)
positive crossings.

Hence the diagram E™(2k +1, (2k+1)(n+ f) + j) has at least Y] positive crossings,
where

x—1

Y{ = (Qk+1-2i)+12k —2i = 1)) + [ (2k + 1 - 2x)*
=0 +x(x—=Dn+Qk+1-x)Qk —x)n
+b(x—1D)+ (G —1-b)2k —x).

From the above discussion, E™(2k + 1, (2k +1)(n+ f)+ j) has at most Y, negative
crossings, where

Yy =12k + 1)? + 2k(k + Dn+ j) —m — Y.

Then for j # 2k + 1 we can also check the following:

12k + 1) +2k(k+ 1) (n—1+1)—1
>2(k—x)(k—x+1D)(n—1+1)+1:Qk+1-2x)*+Y] (n>=1),

and
IRk +1)*—1=14Qk+1-2x)+Y, (n<I).

From Steps 1 and 2, we finish this proof. |
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Proof of Claim 4.7 In the proof of Claim 4.4, we have proved that:

e Therearcan he{l,...,2k—2x},anxe€{l,..., k},anse{l,...,2k—2x—1}
and an ¢ € {0, 1} such that E™(2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) is equivalent to the diagram
DS(2k —2x, 2k —=2x)(n+ f) 4+ h) U U,, where U is a circle in the plane and
U, is the empty set.

o If E™(2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) is either of type 1 or type 2, then it has at most X,
negative crossings.

o If E™(2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) is either of type 3 or type 4, then it has at most X
negative crossings.

From Lemma 4.3, if i —n_ +1_(2k —2x)> > 2(k —x)*(n—1 4+ 1) +1(2k —2x)? and
n > 1, then we have

H(E™(2k,2k(n + [) + J))
= HI "= F=Ck=29% (DS (o) —2x, 2k —2x)(n + f) + h) LU,) =0,

where n_ is the number of the negative crossings of E™(2k,2k(n + f)+ j). In
particular, if i > 2(k —x)?>(n—1 + 1) + [+ (2k —2x)?> +n_ and n > [, then we have

H (E™Q2k,2k(n+ f)+ j)) =0.
From the above results, to prove Claim 4.7, it is sufficient to prove that:
(1) If EM™(2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) is either of type 1 or type 2, then
12k)? +2k2(n—1)=2>2(k —x)*(n—1 + 1) + I+ 2k — 2x)* + X5.
(2) If E™(2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) is either of type 3 or type 4, then
12k)? +2k*(n—1) =2 > 2(k —x)2(n — 1 + 1) + L+ (2k —2x)* + X},
We have already proved (2) in the proof of Claim 4.4. Let us prove (1). Recall
j=1,...,2k—1,b<x =<k and x > 1. Hence, if j <2k —2 or x > 2, we obtain

12k)? +2k*(n—1)—2— 2k —x)*(n—1 + 1) + 14 2k —2x)*> + X>)
=-2+x2k—j)+2(k—x)(b—x)=>0.

If j =2k—1and x =1, then E™(2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) is either of type 3 or type 4.
Hence we obtain /(2k)%4+2k?(n—1)—2—Q2(k—x)*(n—I+1)+1+ (2k—2x)>+X,) >0
if E™(2k,2k(n+ f)+ j) is either of type 1 or type 2. O
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Proof of Lemma 3.10 To prove Lemma 3.10, we use Lemma A.1 below. It follows
from Lemma A.1 that

H G+ Dn (Dak41,2k+1)n—1) = HZk(kH)n(Dszrl,(2k+1)(n—1))

for any positive integers n and k. From Lemma 4.2, the right-hand side is zero. O

Lemma A.1 Let K be a knot and D be a knot diagram with [ positive crossings
and [_ negative crossings. Put | =11 +/_ and f =/ —I_. Then for any positive
integer k and any n > [, we obtain
H2k(k+1)(n+l)+l(D(2k + 1’ (2k + 1)(1’1 + f) - 1))

= HHEFDEEDH Dok + 1,2k + D(n+ £ —1))).

Proof We first compute H!(E™(2k + 1,2k + 1)(n+ f — 1)+ j)). In the proof of
Claim 4.5, we have proved that:

e Therearean he{l,...,2k+1-2x},anx€{l,...,k},anse{l,...,2k—2x}
and an ¢ € {0, 1} such that E™(2k +1,(2k +1)(n+ f) + j) is equivalent to
D2k +1—-2x,(2k +1—-2x)(n+ f)+ h) U U, where U is a circle in the
plane and U, is the empty set.

o If EM2k+ 1,2k +1)(n+ f)+ j) is either of type 1 or type 2, then it has at
most Y, negative crossings.

o If EM2k+1,2k+1)(n+ f)+ j) is either of type 3 or type 4, then it has at
most Y2’ negative crossings.
From Lemma 4.3, if
i—n_4+1_Qk+1-2x)?>2(k —x)(k—x+1)(n—1+ 1)+ 12k +1—2x)?
and n >/, then we have
HU(E™(2k +1, 2k + )(n + ) + /)
= i H-QhH1-20% (DS () 1] —2x, 2k 4+ 1 —2x)(n + f) + h)) =0,

where n_ is the number of the negative crossings of E™ 2k +1, 2k+1)(n+ )+ 7).
In particular, if i > 2(k —x)(k—x+1)(n—[+1)+11 2k +1-2x)>+n_and n >,
then we have

HY (E™(2k + 1,2k + )(n+ f) +j)) =0.

Then we can prove the following claim.
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ClaimA.2 Forj=1,....,2k andm=1,...,2k,if E"Q2k+1, Qk+1)(n+ f)+))

is either of type 1 or type 2, then

(A-5) 12k + 1) +2k(k +1)(n—1)—2
>2(k —x)(k—x+Dn—I1+1)+14Ck +1-2x)2+ 1,
>2k —x)(k—x+D(m—1+1)+11Qk+1-2x)>+n_,

and if E™(2k + 1, 2k + 1)(n+ f) + J) is either of type 3 or type 4, then

(A-6) 12k 4+ 1) +2k(k+1)(n—1)—2
>2(k—x)(k—x+1D(n—1+1)+1:Qk+1-2x)*+ Y,
>2(k —x)(k—=x+1)(n—1+1)+1+ 2k +1-2x)> 4 n_.

We prove Claim A.2 later. From the above discussion and Claim A.2, if
i>1Qk + 1%+ 2k(k +1)(n—1)—2,
then H (E™ 2k +1, 2k +1)(n+ f)+j))=0for j=1,....2k andm=1,...,2k.
Now there is the following exact sequence:
s HTYE™ 2k +1, 2k + D) (n+ f = 1) + j))

— H'(D" Y2k + 1,2k + DY(n+ f = 1) + j))

— H' (D™ Qk + 1,k + D(n+ f—1)+ j))

— H'(E™Qk +1,Qk + D(n+ f = 1)+ ) —> -,

where m =1,...,2k,n>0and j =1,...,2k. From the above result and this exact
sequence, we obtain

HA#REFDODH (DK 41, 2k + 1) (n + f)— 1))
= gREEDOEDH (DI ok 41, 2k + D(n + f —1) 4+ 2k 1))

= HAKEAD@ADH D22k 41, 2k + D)(n+ [ —1) + 2k — 1))
= HAEADEDH (pOOK 4 1, 2k + ) (n+ f — 1) + 2k —2))

= HKUEEDOEDH (DK 2k(n + f — 1)) .

Proof of Claim A.2 We have already proved (A-6) in the proof of Claim 4.5. Let us
prove (A-5). Recall j =1,...,2k+1,b<x <k and x > 1. Hence if j <2k —1
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or x > 2, we obtain

12k +1)2 42k (k+1)(n—1)—2—Q2(k—x) (k—x+ 1) (n—1 + 1) +1+ Rk +1-2x)>+Y>)
=24+xQ2k+1—j)+2(k—x)(b—x)+x—b>0.

If j =2k and x =1, then E"(2k+1, 2k+1)(n+ f)+ ) is either of type 3 or type 4.
Hence if E™(2k 4+ 1,2k + )(n+ f) + j) is either of type 1 or type 2, we obtain
1Qk+ 1) +2k(k+1)(n—1)—2>2(k—x)(k—x+1)(n—1+1)+11 Qk+1-2x)2+Y,
for j=1,...,2k. O
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