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Segal-type algebraic models of n-types

DAVID BLANC
SIMONA PAOLI

For each n > 1, we introduce two new Segal-type models of n—types of topological
spaces: weakly globular n—fold groupoids and their lax version. We show that any
n—type can be represented up to homotopy by such models via an explicit algebraic
Sfundamental n—fold groupoid functor. We compare these models to Tamsamani’s
weak n—groupoids, and extract from them a model for (k—1)—connected n—types.

55545; 18G50, 18B40

1 Introduction and summary

Many homotopy invariants of a topological space 7', such as its homotopy, homology
and cohomology groups, are graded by dimension so that we do not need to know all
of T to determine 7,7, H,T or H"(T; G), but only a skeleton or Postnikov section
of T'. Thus, for many purposes a good first approximation to homotopy theory is the
study of n—types: spaces T whose homotopy groups (7, ty) vanish for k > n.

One advantage of such approximations is that they have algebraic models: the classical
example is the homotopy category of connected 1-types, which is equivalent to the
category of groups. More generally, all 1-types are modeled by groupoids via the
fundamental groupoid functor 771: Top — Gpd.

The arrows of 7717 are homotopy classes of paths, so higher-order approximations
should encode higher homotopies (see Grothendieck [32]), and thus involve higher
categorical structures.

Many such structures have been shown to model the homotopy category hoP” Top of n—
types of topological spaces: in the path-connected case, these include the cat” —groups of
Loday [38], the crossed n—cubes of Ellis and Steiner [28] and Porter [43], the n—hyper-
crossed complexes of Carrasco and Cegarra [21], and the weakly globular cat” —groups
of Paoli [42]. Special models exist for n = 2, 3, starting with the crossed modules
of Mac Lane and Whitehead [39], and including the homotopy double groupoids
of Brown, Hardie, Kamps and Porter [16], the homotopy bigroupoids of Hardie,
Kamps and Kieboom [33], the strict 2—groupoids of Moerdijk and Svensson [41],
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the double groupoids of Cegarra, Heredia and Remedios [22], the double groupoids
with connections of Brown and Spencer [18], the Gray groupoids of Leroy [37],
Berger [10] and Joyal and Tierney [36], and the quadratic modules of Baues [4]. In
the general case, such models include Batanin’s higher groupoids (see Batanin [3]
and Cisinski [23]), the n—hypergroupoids of Glenn [30], and Tamsamani’s weak n—
groupoids (see Tamsamani [48] and Simpson [47]).

In this paper we discuss three algebraically defined categories of Segal-type objects
which can be used to model all n—types of topological spaces. All three are full subcat-
egories of the category [A"1”, Gpd] of (n—1)—fold simplicial objects in groupoids.

1.1 The three models The first is the known category Tam” of Tamsamani weak n—
groupoids. The second is a new category Gpd@g of weakly globular n—fold groupoids.
This is a full subcategory of the category Gpd” of n—fold groupoids (iteratively defined
as groupoids internal to Gpd”~!). The third is another new category Pstd'\,’vg of
weakly globular pseudo n—fold groupoids.

To grasp the idea behind these notions, it is useful to consider another higher categorical
structure which embeds in all three of the above, the category n—Gpd of strict n—
groupoids (iteratively defined as groupoids enriched in (n—1)-Gpd).

There are full and faithful inclusions:

PsGpdy,

N

n—Gpd

(1-2) Gpdy,

The category n—Gpd admits a multi-simplicial description as the full subcategory of
those (n—1)—fold simplicial objects X € [A*~1" Gpd] satisfying the following:

@) XV e[a2", Gpd]and X T € [ATr 2" Gpd] are discrete — that is,

constant multi-simplicial sets — for all 1 <r <n —2. Here we use the notation
of Section 2.6(b).

(i) The Segal maps (see Definition 2.3 below) in all directions are isomorphisms.

In addition, we require that after applying wy: Gpd — Set in each simplicial dimension
we obtain a strict (n—1)—groupoid.

Algebraic & Geometric Topology, Volume 14 (2014)



Segal-type algebraic models of n—types 3421

The sets in (i) corresponds to the set of »—cells (1 <r <n—2) in the strict n—groupoid.
By (ii), their composition is associative and unital.

Condition (i) is also called the globularity condition, since it determines the globular
shape of the cells in a strict n—groupoid. For instance, when n = 2 we can picture the

2—cells as globes:
S
ah
\g/

Although strict n—groupoids have applications in homotopy theory, especially in their
equivalent form of crossed n—complexes (see Brown, Higgins and Sivera [17]), they
cannot model all n—types of topological spaces (see Simpson [46, Section 5] for a
counterexample in dimension 3). Therefore, we must relax the strict structure in order
to recover all n—types.

We consider three approaches to this:

(a) In the first approach, we preserve condition (i) and relax (ii), by allowing the
Segal maps to be suitable iteratively defined equivalences. The composition of
cells is then no longer strictly associative and unital. This leads to the category
Tam” of Tamsamani weak n—groupoids (Definition 5.1).

(b) In this paper we offer a second approach, in which condition (ii) is preserved,
while (i) is replaced by weak globularity, so that the multi-simplicial objects in
(i) are no longer required to be discrete, but only “homotopically discrete” (in a
way that allows iteration). This leads to the category Gpd@g of weakly globular
n—fold groupoids (Definition 3.19).

(c) We also describe a third approach, in which both (i) and (ii) are relaxed. This
yields the category Pstd";g of weakly globular pseudo n—fold groupoids
(Definition 6.4).

Moreover, we have a realization functor B: Pstng — Top; the composite

n n—1°p N nop Diag(ﬂ) op ”_”
(1-3)  PsGpdg, < [A , Gpd] —> [A" ", Set] —— [A°P, Set] —— Top,

where Diag, is the n—fold diagonal. The same is therefore true of the two subcate-
gories Tam” and Gpdz’vg. In all three categories, maps which induce weak homotopy
equivalences on realizations are called geometric weak equivalences.

The precise definitions of these three categories appear as cited above; here we will
only highlight some key features common to all three:
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)

)

3)

4)

(1-4)
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The construction of each category is by induction, starting in all three cases from
the category of groupoids for n = 1. A weakly globular pseudo n—fold groupoid
is in particular a simplicial object X in Pstd’jvgl , (and similarly for the other
two categories).

Moreover, X, is a homotopically discrete weakly globular pseudo (n—1)—fold
groupoid (Definition 6.1) and similarly for Gpds’vg, while in the case of a Tam-
samani weak n—groupoid

X €[A%®, Tam™™!],

Xy is actually discrete.

Since PsGpdy, is a subcategory of [A"=1" Gpd], we can apply the functor 7
to each groupoid of any weakly globular pseudo n—fold groupoid X to obtain

WX e [N, Set].

In each of our three categories the functor J_ré") lifts to functors

" PsGpd, — PsGpd !,

" G, — Gpdry!

wg

H(()n): Tam” — Tam”" 1,

These serve as algebraic (n—1)—Postnikov section functors, so we have a natural
Postnikov tower

L "
PsGpdy, — PsGpd{,” —— -+ —> Gpd —> Set.

and similarly for the other two categories.

In all three categories, let y: Xo — X, 61 denote the weak equivalence from the
homotopically discrete object Xy to its discretization (so y is the identity for
X € Tam™). For each k > 2 the composite of the maps

M p Y k
X — Xixx, - Xx, X1 —>Xlxxg’ "'Xngl

(see Definition 2.3) is called the k™ induced Segal map. We require these maps
to be geometric weak equivalences.

When X € Tam”, the second map in (1-4) is the identity, while when X € Gpd@g ,
the first map is an isomorphism.
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1.5 Main results The process of discretizing the homotopically discrete sub-objects
in Gpd’v’vg and Pstd@g gives rise to discretization functors D,, that make the diagram

PsGpdy,
Dy,
(1-6)
Tam” o Gpdy,
commute. All three categories PsGpdy,,, Gpdy,, and Tam" share some useful features.

First, the realization functor B: Pstde — Top actually lands in the category P”Top
of n—types, so the same is true of the categories Gpd’v’vg and Tam”.

Furthermore, all three models have algebraic homotopy groups w; (X, x) (see also
Section 3.26), which allow one to extract ; BX directly from the model X . In addition,
we have higher-dimensional analogues of the categorical notion of an equivalence of
groupoids. Together, these two notions allow to define algebraic weak equivalences
in each of the categories, and show that these are the same as the geometric weak
equivalences (see Corollary 4.8, [45, Section 6], Section 6.35, and Remark 6.37). Thus
each of these models is entirely algebraic.

Our main results are as follows:

Theorem A Foreachn > 1:

(a) The functor Q(n) induces a faithful embedding
hoP"Top < ho Gpdy,
so for each T € P"Top there is an isomorphism in hoP" Top between T and
BOwT.
(b) There exists a functor H(") Gpd — Gpd”g1 with a natural isomorphism

H( )Q(,,) o~ Q(,, 1), SO we can extract the model for the (n—1)% Postnikov
sect1on P" 1T from Q(,,)T algebraically.

(c) There are algebraic homotopy group functors wy: Gpd@g — Gp such that
1 (BG; xg) =2 wp(G;x9) (0<k <n).

(See Theorem 4.32, Proposition 4.28 and Theorem 4.6.)

Theorem B The functors Q(n) and B induce equivalences of categories

hoP"Top & ho PsGpdy,,
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(See Theorem 6.28.)

Furthermore, every object of PsG pd@g is weakly equivalent through a zig-zag to an
object of Gpdy, as well as to an object of Tam" (see Remark 6.32). Thus we can
regard Tam” and Gpd@g as two different types of partial strictifications of the category
PsGpdy, which preserve the homotopy type. The passage from PsGpdy, to Tam”
strictifies the globularity condition, while the passage from Pstd@g to Gpd@g strictifies
the Segal maps.

The fundamental n—fold groupoid functor Q(,,): Top — Gpdﬁvg provides an explicit
form for the algebraic model of an n—type. This is a desirable feature of an algebraic
model, especially in view of applications.

We discuss an application to the modeling of (k—1)—connected n—types in Section 7.A.
To this end we identify suitable subcategories Pstdgfg’k) and Gpdsfg’k) of Pstd@g
and Gpd’\},g respectively, which are algebraic models of (k—1)—connected n—types,
and we also establish a connection with iterated loop spaces (Proposition 7.9).

1.7 Organization of the paper In Section 2 we describe the construction of the
fundamental n—fold groupoid functor Q(,,): to obtain a multi-simplicial algebraic
model from a space, we first take a fibrant simplicial set model using the singular
functor S: Top — [A°P, Set]. We can associate to any simplicial set X an “n—fold
resolution” Or(,y X', which is an object of [A"™ | Set] representing the same homotopy
type (Lemma 2.13). We then obtain an n—fold groupoid by applying the left adjoint
Py: [N Set] — Gpd” to the n—fold nerve N@y: Gpd" — [A*™ | Set]. Thus Q(n)
is the composite

S Or(y o P,
Top —> [A%, Set] — 2 [A"” Set] —2 Gpd"

(see Definition 2.30).

For a general n—fold simplicial set Y, P(,)Y does not have a simple and explicitly
computable expression. However, we show that the fibrancy of ST induces a property
of Or(,) ST, which we call (n, 2)—fibrancy (see Definition 2.31 and Proposition 2.39).
We then show that to apply P, to an (n, 2)—fibrant n—simplicial set, we need only
apply the usual fundamental groupoid functor in each of the n — 1 simplicial directions.
We thus have (see Theorem 2.40)

OmT =7V73@ ... 2M 0O, ST.
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In Section 3, we describe certain features of those n—fold groupoids which are in the
image of the functor Q(n) (and thus will be used to represent n—types). These are
encoded in the notion of weakly globular n—fold groupoids. As explained in Section 1.1,
we first identify a suitable subcategory of homotopically discrete objects (Section 3.A),
which are needed for the weak globularity condition in the definition of weakly globular
n—fold groupoid (Section 3.B).

In Section 4 we show that the n—Postnikov section P"T and B Q(,,)T have the same
homotopy type (Proposition 4.28), so Gpd@g represents all n—types. In Section 4.A
we show that the realization of a weakly globular n—fold groupoid is an n—type (an
alternative proof using a comparison with Tamsamani’s model is given in Section 5).
Section 4.B provides a new iterative description of the fundamental n—fold groupoid
functor Q). This is used in Proposition 4.28 of Section 4.C, where we show that
the functor Q(n) lands in the category Gpdf}vg. This leads to one of our main results,
Theorem 4.32, saying that B and Q) induce functors

B
(1-8) hoP"Top —= ho Gpd'v’vg
Q)

with Bo Q) = 1d.
In Section 5 we provide an equivalent definition of Tamsamani’s weak n—groupoids
(see Section 5.A), and in Section 5.B we construct a discretization functor

Dy: Gpdy, — Tam”

that replaces a weakly globular n—fold groupoid G € Gpd@g by a Tamsamani weak
n—groupoid D, G of the same homotopy type (Theorem 5.19).

In Section 6 we consider the wider context of weakly globular pseudo n—fold groupoids.
These are defined in Section 6.A, and compared to Tamsamani’s model in Section 6.B,
where we again construct a discretization functor

Dy: Pstd'v’vg — Tam”,

and in Theorem 6.23 we show that for any X € Pstd’v’vg, there is a zig-zag of weak

equivalences in PsGpdy,, between X and D, X . Our main Theorem 6.28 then follows.
In Section 7 we describe an application, and indicate some directions for future work:
In Section 7.A, we show how to extract from our results an algebraic model for (k—1)—
connected n—types (Proposition 7.7), and thus for iterated loop spaces. In Section 7.B
we define n—track categories (one of the original motivations for our work), with
possible future applications.

Appendix A proves some technical facts about Or(,) needed in Section 2.
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1.A Index of terminology and notation

BG

cX
cm M

Dy,

Discy

Dec, Dec’

Diag)
(AT, €]

Frp
Gpd
n—Gpd
Gpd(V)

Gpd"
Gpdy,

Gpd‘(fék)

Gpdpy
LiX

Hk

~

Kk
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realization of an n—fold (pseudo) Definition 2.21

groupoid G

discrete groupoid on a set X
discrete groupoid functor
applied to an (n—1)—fold
simplicial groupoid or an
(n—1)—fold groupoid
discretization functors for
Gpdy,, and PsGpdy,
O—discretization functor on
weakly globular n—fold
groupoids

décalage functors on simplicial
sets

n—fold diagonal functor
category of n—fold simplicial
objects in €

Tamsamani’s Poincaré
n—groupoid functor

category of groupoids
category of strict n—groupoids
category of internal groupoids
in vV

category of n—fold groupoids
category of weakly globular
n—fold groupoids.

category of (n, k)—-weakly
globular pseudo n—fold
groupoids

category of homotopically
discrete n—fold groupoids
simplicial “bar-path
construction”

k™ Segal map

k™ induced Segal map

Definition 2.23
Definition 3.12, Remark 3.13

Definition 5.18, Definition 6.22

Definition 5.13

Section 2.7

Section 2.6
Section 2.5

Theorem 5.7
Section 2.5
Section 1.1

Definition 2.16

Definition 2.16
Definition 3.19

Definition 7.3

Definition 3.3
Definition 4.10

Equation (2-4)
Equation (1-4)
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nerve functor of an n—fold
groupoid in the i direction
multinerve functor on n—fold
groupoids

n—fold ordinal sum of a
simplicial set

left adjoint to N

left adjoint to Ny

category of homotopically
discrete pseudo n—fold
groupoids

category of (n, k)-weakly
globular pseudo n—fold
groupoids

full subcategory of n—Postnikov
sections in Top

fundamental groupoid of a
topological space

algebraic (n—1)% Postnikov
section functor

fundamental n—fold groupoid
functors

fundamental groupoid functor
for Gpd@g

Tamsamani fundamental
groupoid functor

fundamental groupoid functor
for PsGpdy,

two equivalent formulations of
the category of Tamsamani weak
n—groupoids

category of topological spaces.
k—fold object of arrows of an
n—fold groupoid

k™ algebraic homotopy group
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Notation 2.18
Definition 2.19
Section 2.9
Proposition 2.38

Definition 2.30
Definition 6.1

Definition 7.3

Definition 3.28

Definition 2.17

Lemma 3.15, Definition 3.19,
Definition 5.1, Definition 6.1
Definition 2.30

Notation 5.15

Tamsamani’s original definition
52

Notation 6.18

Definition 5.1,

Tamsamani’s original definition
5.2

Definition 3.23

Section 3.26, Section 6.35

See also the list of special notations for n—fold simplicial objects in Section 2.6, in
particular for the notation F for any functor F.
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2 The fundamental n—fold groupoid of a space

As noted above, the fundamental groupoid 771 7" of a (not necessarily connected) space
T is an algebraic model for its 1-type. We now show how the notion of the fundamental
2—typical double groupoid defined in our paper [11, Section 2.21] generalizes to all n.
We consider the standard model structure on Top, so that hoTop means its localization
with respect to the class of weak homotopy equivalences.

2.A Simplicial constructions

Given a topological space T, we construct its fundamental n—fold groupoid from a
fibrant simplicial set model for 7, such as its singular set X := ST € [A°P, Set]. We
therefore first recall some notation and constructions for simplicial sets.

2.1 Definition For any category €, [A°P, €] is the category of simplicial objects
in ¢, where A denotes the category of finite ordered sets: [0],[1] and so on. As
usual, we write X, for X([n]). If € is concrete, the n—skeleton sk, X € [A°P, €]
of any X € [A°P, €] is generated under the degeneracy maps by Xy, ..., X;;. The
n—coskeleton functor csky: [A°P, €] — [A°P, €] is left adjoint to sk, . We say that X
is n—coskeletal if the natural map X — csky X is an isomorphism.

2.2 Remark There is an order-reversing involution /: A — A, which induces a
functor I*: [A°P, €] — [A°P, €] (sending d;: X, — X,,_1 to dy—;). This functor I*
is not generally an isomorphism, but for a Kan complex X € [A°P, Set] we have a
natural isomorphism of fundamental groupoids (771 7*X)°P? = 71 X (see Goerss and
Jardine [31, 1.8]).

2.3 Definition Let X € [A°P, €] be a simplicial object in any category ¢ with
pullbacks. For each 1 < j <k, let v;: X} — X; be induced by the map [1] — [k] in
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A sending 0 to j —1 and 1 to j. Then the diagram

///\
NN N

commutes. If we let XXy, Kox x,X1 denote the limit of the lower part of Dia-
gram (2-4), the k™ Segal map for X is the unique map

(2-4)

M- Xk — X] XXO X]
such that pr; ux = v;, where pr; is the j t projection (see Segal [45]).

Note that X is the nerve of an internal category in 6 if and only if all the Segal maps
are isomorphisms.

2.5 n-fold simplicial objects An n—fold simplicial object in € is a functor A*" —
¢, and we denote the category of such by [A*", €]. Thus X e [A"", €] consists
of objects Xj,i,..i, in € for each n—fold multi-index iy, is,...,iy € N, along with
face and degeneracy maps in each of the n directions, satisfying the usual simplicial
identities. We assume a fixed ordering of these directions as first, second and so on.

2.6 Notation and conventions

(a) We can identify [A"", €] with [A, [A*~1™ ¢]] in n different ways: thus,
given an n—fold simplicial object X € [A*™", €], for each 1 <i <n we write
XD e [A%, [A"~1" 4] to indicate that the primary simplicial direction is the
i one of the original X .

(b) More generally, if we choose k of the n directions 1 < j; < j, <--- < ji <mn,
we obtain a k—fold simplicial object X U1-/2:--Jk) in [A"K™ <¢]. Thus

X(jl,jz,...,jk) c [Akop’ [An—kop’ (6]]

is a diagram of objects Xi(l]:_l.;.iz""’j"') in [A""%" | 6]. For example, Xl(l i b _
X([i1), - - - [ix], —) in the notation of Definition 2.1.

Equivalently, for each object @ € A" % | X U1:/2::7K) (q) € [AK™, €] is a k—fold
simplicial object in €, natural in a.

Algebraic & Geometric Topology, Volume 14 (2014)
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(c) In particular,
X(?) — X(l,...,i—l,i-‘rl,...,n) c [An—l()p’ [Aop’ (6]]
is an (n—1)—fold simplicial object in [A°P, €] (in the i™ direction).
(d) Given X € [A"™, €] and a functor F: [A°P, €] — €, we denote by
F(k)X c [An—l()p’ (6]

the object obtained by applying F objectwise to X ) (thought of as a N1
indexed diagram in [A°P, €]).
Thus for every iy,...,i,—1 € N, we have

(F(k)X)ll iy = FX(l ..... k—1,k+1,..., n)

I]4eeey in—l
(e) The composite F() F) ... F(=D F) will be denoted by Fyy: [A"", 6]— €.

(f) In particular, the n—fold diagonal functor Diag,): [N, @] —[AP, €] is given
by (Diag,y X)m = Xm,m,...m- (In this case, the order does not matter.)

(g) For any functor F: € — 9%, the prolongation of F to simplicial objects is denoted
by F:[A°P, €] — [A°P, 9].
(h) In particular, for a functor G: [A”_IOP, €] — @, the result of applying G to an

n—fold simplicial object X € [A*", €] in each simplicial dimension in the k™
direction will be denoted by G® X e[A°P, ¥]. Thus for every j € N we have

G0x); =6x ",

2.7 Décalage Recall from Duskin [25, Section 2.6] the comonad Dec: [A°P, Set] —
[A°P, Set] on simplicial sets, where (Dec X), = Xj,+1, forgetting the last face and
degeneracy operators in each dimension (see also Illusie [34]). The counit &: Dec X —
X is given by d,: Xy, +1 — X}, in simplicial dimension 7. It has a section o: X —
Dec X, given by s,: X;, = Xy41-

There is also a version forgetting the first face and degeneracy operators, which we
denote by Dec’: [AP, Set] — [A®P, Set]. In the notation of Remark 2.2, Dec’ X :=
I*Decl*X.

The comonad Dec yields a simplicial resolution Y, € [A°, [A°P, Set]] for any X €
[A°P, Set], with

Y_; := Deck X := Dec(Dec---Dec X ---) in [AP, Set],
k
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and the counit ¢ for Dec induces a map of bisimplicial sets &: ¥ — ¢® X, where
¢@ X is the constant simplicial object on X in [A°, [A°P, Set]] (thinking of the outer
simplicial direction of [A°P, [A°P, Set]] as second). The bisimplicial set Y, is depicted
in Figure 1, viewed as a horizontal simplicial object over [A°P, Set] (degeneracy maps
and ¢ are not shown).

The corresponding resolution using Dec’ is also depicted in Figure 1, viewed as a
vertical simplicial object over [A°P, Set].

ds dy
X5 dy X4 X3
R
do |dy| d2 do |dy| d2 do |dy|d>
\ d | ds |
X4 d3 X3 X,
d» d2
d()Hdl do | | d1 do | |d1
ds d»
X3 dy X5 X
di 1

Figure 1: Corner of Org) X

2.8 Remark Note that if X is a fibrant simplicial set, then so is Dec X', and the
augmentation &: Dec X' — X is a fibration (with section o: X — Dec X). Similarly
for Dec’.

2.9 Ordinal sum In order to produce an n—fold simplicial set out of a Kan complex
X €[A°P, Set], with the same homotopy type (that is, an n—fold resolution of X'), we
shall use the functor Or(,) := ory: [A%, Set] — [A"™ Set], induced by the ordinal
sum or,: A” — A (see Ehlers and Porter [27, Section 2]). Thus

(2—10) (Ol’(n) X)Pl"'Pn = Ap—14pi+tpp-

If we define ﬁgl)_l): [A2", Set] — [A*", Set] for a bisimplicial set X by apply-
ing Or(,—1) to X in each simplicial dimension in the i t direction (i = 1,2) (see
Section 2.6(h)), we have

ome)
(2-11) Orgyy X = Or;_ ) Orz) X.

See Figure 2 for a depiction of Or(3) X', where the vertical direction is first, the diagonal
is second and the horizontal is third.
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The bisimplicial set Or(;) X appears in Figure 1: this means that if we choose the
vertical direction to be first and the horizontal to be second, then

2-12) (Orgy X){) =Dec't' X and  (Or(y) X)) = (Dec)’ ' X.

2.13 Lemma For any simplicial set X € [A°P, Set], there is a natural weak equiva-
lence &(;): Diagg,y Org) X — X.
Proof By induction on n > 2.

For n = 2, as noted in Section 2.7, the counit ¢: Dec X — X induces a map of bisim-
plicial sets €: Orgp) X — ¢@ X which is a weak equivalence of horizontal simplicial
sets (Dec’ )i T1X — cX; (where cX; is the constant simplicial set on the set X;), using
(2-12). Thus by Duskin [25, Section 2.6] it induces a weak equivalence

&(2): Diag(,) Or() X — Diag(,) @x =x.
In the induction stage we have a weak equivalence
em—1): Diagg,_1) Org—1) Y = Y,

natural in Y. Using (2-11), and applying &(,_1) to Or(,) X in each simplicial dimen-
sion (in direction 2), we obtain a map of bisimplicial sets
5(2)
Tagg,z,)_l) Ol‘(n) X = Tagg,z,)_l)ﬁg)_l) Or(z) X ﬂ) Or(2) X

which is a weak equivalence in each simplicial dimension in direction 2, by the
induction hypothesis. Therefore, after applying Diag(,) we obtain a weak equivalence
of simplicial sets

. 2 . .
Diag,) Egn)_l): Diag,) Or(;) X — Diag(y) Or(z) X.
Post-composing with &(3): Diag(,) Or(z) X — X yields the required weak equivalence

Emn)" Diag(n) Or(,,) X —-X. O

2.B n—fold groupoids

Recall that a groupoid is a small category G in which all morphisms are isomorphisms.
It can thus be described by a diagram of sets

(2-14) G1 X6, G1G)y —m—= G

~——}
\y t

S1

Go,
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where G is the set of objects of G and G the set of arrows. Here s and ¢ are the
source and target functions, i associates to an object its identity map, dy and d, are
the respective projections, with sections sy and s;, and m is the composition; all
satisfying appropriate identities. Let Gpd denote the category of small groupoids (a
full subcategory of the category Cat of small categories).

We can think of (2-14) as the 2—skeleton of a simplicial set (with G, := G xg, G1,
and di = m: G, — Gy). The nerve functor N: Gpd — [A°P, Set] (see Segal [45])
assigns to G the corresponding 2—coskeletal simplicial set NG, so

(2-15) (NG)u 1= Gy Xg, G1 %Gy "+ X6, G1 Xg, G1

for all n > 2, with face and degeneracy maps determined by the associativity and unit
laws for the composition m1.

2.16 Definition If ¥ is any category with pullbacks, an internal groupoid in V" is
a diagram in V" of the form (2-14), satisfying the same axioms (see Borceux [12,
Section 8.1]). The category of internal groupoids in V" is denoted by Gpd(V’). Thus an
(ordinary) groupoid is an internal groupoid in Set.

When % is locally finitely presentable, the nerve functor N: Gpd(¥) — [A°P, V] has a
left adjoint, the fundamental internal groupoid (see Borceux [13, Sections 5.5-5.6]).

For each n > 1, an n—fold groupoid is defined inductively to be an internal groupoid
in the category ¥ = Gpd"~! of (n—1)—fold groupoids (where Gpd® := Set), so

Gpd" := Gpd(Gpd™™1).

2.17 Definition Let 771: [A°P, Set] — Gpd denote the fundamental groupoid functor.
See Goerss and Jardine [31, Section 1.8] and Definition 2.16 when V" = Set. When X
is fibrant, 771 X has the simple form described in [31, Section L.8]. If X € [A™, Set] is
an n—fold simplicial set, then for each 1 <i <n, J?I(i)X is the (n—1)—fold simplicial
object in Gpd obtained by applying the fundamental groupoid functor 7; in the i
direction, that is, objectwise to the A" _indexed diagram X @

2.18 Notation As in Section 2.6(d), foreach 1 <i <n, let
N®: Gpd" — [A, Gpd"™']

denote the nerve functor in the i direction. More generally, for any k of the 7 indices
1<iy <ip <-<ix <n, NOG2moii): Gpd" — [AK” | Gpd" k] takes an n—fold
groupoid G to a k—fold simplicial object in (n—k)—fold groupoids by applying the
nerve functor in the indicated k directions. Thus N @ means that we take nerves in
all but the i™ direction.
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2.19 Definition The multinerve
Nipy: Gpd™ — [A™", Set]

is defined by applying N @) for 1 <i <n to obtain the n—fold simplicial set N(,;)G :=
NON@ . NODG . We say that an n—fold groupoid G is discrete if NG is a
constant n—fold simplicial set. It is readily verified that we have an adjoint pair
Py A Newy

0 N
(2-20) [A™, Set] = Gpd" ,
Py

where Py, is the left adjoint to N, as in Definition 2.16 with V" = Gpd"~ 1.

2.21 Definition The composite of N,y with Diag, (see Section 2.6(f)) yields the
diagonal nerve functor dN := Diag,) N(,), and its geometric realization BG :=
|dNG| € Top is called the classifying space of G .

A map of n—fold groupoids f: G — G’ is called a geometric weak equivalence if it
induces a weak equivalence of simplicial sets dN f: ANG — dN G’ (that is, a homotopy
equivalence of topological spaces on geometric realizations Bf: BG — BG').

2.22 Remark Since the diagonal of a bisimplicial set is its homotopy colimit, a map
f: X =Y in [A?", Set] which is a weak equivalence f;: X} — Y in each simplicial
dimension k > 0 is a geometric weak equivalence (see [31, IV, Proposition 1.7]). Thus
by induction the same is true for amap f: X — ¥ in [A"", Set] which is a geometric
weak equivalence in each simplicial dimension.

2.23 Definition If G € Gpd”~! is an (n—1)—fold groupoid, then ¢ G denotes the
n—fold groupoid which, as a groupoid object in Gpd” ™!, is discrete on G . In particular,

if A4 is a set, A? denotes the discrete n—fold groupoid c®...c™ 4 on A. For an
n—fold groupoid G we let G? denote the discrete n—fold groupoid (o B G) )"

2.24 Notation If G € Gpd” is an n—fold groupoid for n > 2, it is a groupoid object
in (n—1)—fold groupoids (see Definition 2.16): that is, it is described by a diagram
G(l) — G(l) in Gpd"~!, as in (2-14). Thus it has an (n—1)—fold groupoid
of obJects denoted by G(l), in the notation of Section 2.6(a) (which in turn has
its (n—2)—fold groupoid of objects G(1 2) and (n—2)—fold groupoid of morphisms
G(1 2)). Similarly, the (n—1)—fold group01d of morphisms of G (in the first direction)
is denoted Ggl).
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More explicitly, G may be described by a diagram in Gpd”~2 of the form:

G11 X6,y G11 —= Go1 X, Go1

lcl* y : CO*
AT T~

*1 0

(2-25) G11 %Gy, G11 —— G, Go1

—_—
dl*1
I Gl 7 el
C*
G10 XGyy Grlo —— G0 - Z Goo
W

Here we omit throughout the upper index (1, 2), which indicates that we are showing
only the first two directions of G.

More generally, for each i > 2 we let
(2—26) Gil = GIIXGO] L XGoy Gll and GiO = GIOXGOO L XGOOGI()
as limits of (n—2)—fold groupoids, with dé’*, di’*: G;1 — G;o induced by the source

and target maps.

2.27 Remark Using this convention, an n—fold groupoid G may be thought of as a
diagram of sets with objects G;, ... ;, for each (iy,...,iy) € N” = Obj (A"), where
all the maps in the diagram are induced by those of (2-14) and the structure maps for
the limits (2-26) (in each of the n directions).

The following technical fact about Or(,) will be used in Section 4.A below.

2.28 Lemma For any fibrant simplicial set X € [A°P, Set] and n > 2, we have
(2-29) Ore N7 Org) X = N®2M Or, X.
Proof By induction on n > 2.

When n =2, Or,_y) is the identity, so both sides of (2-29) are the same.

For n =3, 7?1(3) Or(3) X is obtained from Figure 2 by replacing the left-hand square by

d;

Xs/~ X4/~
d>
Tl
ds
X4/~ X3/~

1
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ds
X X4
X\ dy X\
I AN
do dy X4 X3
d;
do | |dy ”’OH”’I
dy
X4 X3 do | | di
X d3 X
dy ds dy
X3 X
d>

Figure 2: Corner of Org) X

and from Figure 1 we see this is the same as first applying N 77y to Or(y) X horizontally
in each vertical dimension (which is N (2)7?1(2) ), and then taking Or(y) vertically in
each horizontal dimension (which is 5(2) ).

For n > 4, we see that

_ @
N@7® Orgyy X = NW7MOr;) ) Orgy X = N=D7{""D Orgyy) Ory X

using (2-11) and the convention of Section 2.6(d). Applying the induction hypothesis
(2-29) for n — 1, we see this is equal to

12)

o N@7® Or 0® N2 5@
Or(n_z)N 7T1 OI’(Z) Or(z) X = Or(n_z)N JTI Or(z) Or(z) X,

and using (2-11) for n = 3, we see this is

3)

or? (2>A(z)( @ Ym0
Orgu—ay N 97y Orgy X =Or,_y N7 Orgy X,

where for a 3—fold simplicial object Z, we have

or (zr(z)m o (z%(z)m
Or(n_z)N 7'[1 Z = Or(n_z)N 7T1 Z

by our indexing convention (Section 2.6(h)).
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Now applying (2-29) for n = 3, we see this equals

— )
(2) (2) A ©) ~
Oty OrgyN @7 01y X =0Org,- ) NP7 Or(y) X,

using (2-11) once more. a

2.C The fundamental n—fold groupoid of a space

We now introduce the central construction of our paper. Its internal analogue in the
category of groups is the fundamental cat”—group of a space, due to Bullejos, Cegarra
and Duskin [19, Section 2].

2.30 Definition We define Q,): [A°P, Set] — Gpd” to be the composite

o Orn) noP Py n
[AP, Set] —— [A"", Set] —— Gpd”,
for P, the left adjoint to N, of (2-20). We define Q(n): Top — Gpd” to be the
composite
S o J0) n
Top —> [A®P, Set] —— Gpd”,
where S: Top — [A°P, Set] is the singular set functor (see Goerss and Jardine [31,
Section L.1], and call Q)T the fundamental n—fold groupoid of T' € Top.

We shall show that if ¥ € [A*”, Set] satisfies certain fibrancy conditions, then PoyY
has a particularly simple form. These require that a certain 2—dimensional notion of
fibrancy (introduced in [11, Section 2]) hold in every bisimplicial bidirection. They
hold for ¥ = Or(,;) X when X is fibrant (in particular, for X = ST'), leading to a
simple expression for Q(,,)T in Theorem 2.40 below.

2.31 Definition Let n>2. An n—fold simplicial set X € [A"”, Set] is called (1, 2)—
fibrant if for each 1 <i # j <n and a € A"2, the bisimplicial set ¥ obtained by
applying the 2—coskeleton functor to each vertical simplicial set X ©/)(a);o — that is,
Yo := csky X @7 (a) — is a Kan complex for k = 0, 1,2, and the horizontal face
map dy: Y1e — Ype is a fibration in [A°P, Set].

2.32 Definition Let G € [A"”, Gpd"™] be an m—fold simplicial object in (n—m)—
fold groupoids (see Definition 2.16). We say that G is (n, 2)—fibrant if, after applying
the nerve functor in each of the n—m groupoid directions, the resulting n—fold simplicial
set N(1:2n=m) G  [N'™ | Set] is (n, 2)—fibrant in the sense of Definition 2.31.
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We recall the following results from our earlier paper [11] where the left adjoint
PM: [A° Gpd] — Gpd? to the nerve N: Gpd? — [A®P, Gpd], is as described in
Definition 2.16 with V" = Gpd.

2.33 Proposition [11, Proposition 2.10] The left adjoint P(1: [A°P, Gpd] — Gpd?
to the nerve N Gpd? — [A®P, Gpd], when applied to a (2, 2)—fibrant simplicial
groupoid G, is J?fl)G. (that is, the functor 7 applied in the simplicial direction).

2.34 Proposition [11, Proposition 2.11] If X € [A*”", Set] is a (2, 2)—fibrant bisim-
plicial set, then ﬁfI)X is a (2, 2)—fibrant simplicial groupoid.

2.35 Lemma If G, is a (2,2)-fibrant simplicial groupoid (with simplicial sets of
objects G4 and morphisms Ge1 ), then N(z)ﬁl(l)G. = J?I(I)N(Z)G..

Proof It suffices to show that, for each k > 2,

(2-36)  R1(Ge1XGay "+ XGuyGo1) = T1(Ga1) X, Gag) * - * X1 GugT1(Gal).
Since both sides are groupoids, we evidently have equality on objects, and (2-36) holds
on morphisms by [11, Appendix A, following (8.13)]. |

2.37 Lemma If X €[A", Set] is (n,2)~fibrant, then #®) X is (n, 2)fibrant.

Proof By definition of (1, 2)—fibrancy, for each a € A""2 and 1 <i # j <n, the
bisimplicial set X @-/)() satisfies the hypotheses of Proposition 2.34. Hence, applying
7 to it yields an (n, 2)—fibrant object of [A"2" [A°P, Gpd]]. a

2.38 Proposition Foreach 1 <i <n, P®: [A%, Gpd"~'] — Gpd", the left adjoint
to N@: Gpd" — [A°P, Gpd"~!] of (2-20), when applied to an (n, 2)—fibrant simplicial
(n—1)—fold groupoid X , is given by P(’)Xzy?l(’)X.

Proof We think of the simplicial direction of X as being the i, andlet 1 < j <n be
one of the groupoidal directions (so i # j). Applying the (n—2)—fold iterated nerve
functor

N(?f): [A%P, Gpdn—l] — [A, [An—zop, Gpd]] = [An—zop, [A°P, Gpd]]

of Notation 2.18 (in all but the i and j directions) to X yields an (n—2)—fold simplicial
object in simplicial groupoids X . Since X is (n, 2)—fibrant, for each a € A2 the sim-
plicial groupoid X (a) (see Section 2.6(b)) satisfies the hypotheses of Proposition 2.33,
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where the simplicial direction is the original i and the groupoid direction is the original
j. Using [11, (8.12)], we can therefore define a composition map

(N(i)ﬁl(i)f(a))lX(Nmﬁy);?(a»(, (N(i);,l(i)y(a))1 N (N(i)ﬁl(i))?(a))l.

As the construction is functorial in a € A”_zop, it defines a map in Gpd”_l, since
it consists of maps in sets commuting with compositions in each of the different
directions (see [11, Appendix A]). Thus ﬁl(i)X is a groupoid object in Gpd™~!, that is,
70X € Gpd".

It remains to show that J?I(i)X = PO X . Since the (iterated) nerve functor is fully

faithful, again using Proposition 2.33, we see that for any n—fold groupoid Y we have
natural isomorphisms

HOmGpdn (]?I(I)X, Y) = Hom[An_ZOP, [A°P, Gpd]] (]/'El(l)X~, )7)
= HOl’n[An—ZOP’ [Aop, Gpd]] (X, N(I)Y)
= HOHl[Aop’ Gpd”fl ](X, N(I)Y)

Hence J?I(i) is left adjoint to N @ as required. |

2.39 Proposition If X € [AP, Set] is a Kan complex, then Or,) X (see Section 2.9)
is (n,2)-fibrant.

See Appendix A for the proof.

2.40 Theorem The functor Q) of Definition 2.30, applied to a Kan complex X €
[A°P, Set], is
OmX =707®...2™0r(, X.

Proof We prove the theorem by induction on n>2. For n =2, see [11, Corollary 2.12].
Suppose the claim holds for n — 1. The left adjoint P,): [A™", Set] - Gpd” to N
is the composite

0] 0] Pn— P(])
[A"", Set] = [AP, [N Set]] —

[A%, Gpd"~!] —— Gpd",

where 13((”111 ) is induced by applying P,_1) in each dimension in the first simplicial
direction, and P(D is left adjoint to the nerve N (1: Gpd” — [A°P, Gpd"~!]. By the
induction hypothesis and (2-11),
_(2) —_
Ory—1) O1)) X = Q1) Orz) X( )

~ ~(n) =2

=7®...7® Or(,_1)Orp X

= J/ffz) J’fl(n) Or(,,) X.

13(1)

_ p)
(n—1) Ol‘(n) X=P

(n—1)
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Since X is a Kan complex, Or(,) X is (n,2)—fibrant by Proposition 2.39. Therefore,
by Lemma 2.37, 7’%1(2) - 7’%1(”) Or(,) X is (n,2)-fibrant. It follows by Proposition 2.38
that

PWZD .70 0or,y X =7W73 ... 7™ Or, X.

Therefore

OmX = Py Oty X = PW Py Orgy X = POz .70 Or,) X
—70z@ 5

which concludes the induction step. a

2.41 Remark The functor Or(,): [A%, Set] — [A", Set] has a right adjoint, a
generalized Artin—-Mazur codiagonal (see Artin and Mazur [1, Section III], Bullejos,
Cegarra and Duskin [19] and Cabello and Garzon [20]), so both Or(,) and P,) — and
thus Q) — preserve colimits, and in particular coproducts.

On the other hand, clearly Or(,) and 7; preserve products when applied to Kan
complexes, so Q) does, too. Therefore, Q) preserves fiber products over discrete
simplicial sets.

3 Weakly globular n—fold groupoids

We now introduce the central notion of this paper: that of a weakly globular n—fold
groupoid. We will show in the next section that the fundamental n—fold groupoid
Q)T of aspace T (see Definition 2.30) is such an object.

3.A Homotopically discrete n—fold groupoids

A homotopically discrete groupoid G is one in which there is at most one arrow
between every two objects (that is, all automorphism groups are trivial). Hence its
classifying space is homotopically trivial (that is, a disjoint union of contractible spaces;
that is, a O—type). For such a G, the set of arrows G is simply Go X,¢ Go.

In order to provide a higher-dimensional analogue of this notion, we observe that this
construction can be made in any category with suitable (co)limits, so we can iterate it.
For this purpose we make the following definition.

3.1 Definition Let f: A — B be a morphism in a category 6 with finite limits. The
diagonal map defines a unique section s: A — AxzA (so that pys = Idgq = p»s,
where AxpA is the pullback of

A— B<— A
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and pq, pp: AxpA — A are the two projections). The commutative diagram

D1 D2

AxgA A AxgA
le fl lPl
A B A
f f

defines a unique morphism #m: (AxgA)X 4(AXxpA) — AXpA such that p,m = prm,
and pym = pymy, where w1 and m, are the two projections. We denote by A7 the
following object of Cat(6):
D2
/\
(3-2) (Ax g A)X (AxgA) — o Axzd — 21 2 4
~_

N

It is easy to see that A/ is an internal groupoid.

3.3 Definition We define a full subcategory Gpdp; C Gpd" of homotopically discrete
n—fold groupoids by induction on n > 1:

A groupoid is called homotopically discrete if G = A/ for some surjective map of
sets f: A — B. In general, an n—fold groupoid G € Gpd” is homotopically discrete
if G = A/ for some map f: A — B in Gpdﬁd_1 with a section f’: B — A (that is,
S o/ =1dp).

As noted above, for an (ordinary) groupoid G this just means that 7 (BG, x) = 0 for
any x € Gy.

3.4 Remark Note that the category Gpdy; is closed under pullbacks. We show this
by induction on n. When n =1,1let /: A — B, f': A’ — B’ and g: C — D be
surjections in Set. Then

(3-5) A xee AT = (Axe A,
where (f, f’): AxcA — A'x A’ is a surjection in Set. Thus 4/ xcc A" € Gpd, -

Suppose the statement holds for n — 1, and let f’: A" — B’ and g: C — D be maps
with sections in Gpd;'. Then (f, f’): AxcA — A’x¢r A is amap in Gpd!';'! with
a section, by the inductive hypothesis, and (3-5) holds, showing that

A xce A € Gpdl, .
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3.6 Example Given a commuting (inner) square of sets

f/
A5 >p
f
(3-7) g ( lg hl ‘>h’
C ¢ D
\/
e/

with ff’ = 1dg, gg' = Id¢c, hh' = ¢¢' =1dp and fg' = h'{, we obtain a mor-
phism of homotopically discrete groupoids v: A — Ct. The homotopically discrete
double groupoid G associated to v is described in Figure 3, where we abbreviate
(AxpA)X(cxpory(AxpA) by (AXpA)X (. (AXpA) and so on.

(AXBAXBA)X(g’g’g)(AXBAXBA) z AXBAXBA

(AxpA)X(g.0)(AXpA)X(g.0)(AXpA) — > (AXpA)X(4.9)(AXxpA) E AxpA

I I I

AXCAXCA AXCA A

Figure 3: A homotopically discrete double groupoid

Note that
(AxpA)X(g.0)(AXpA) = (AXc A)X (5.1 (AXc A)

via the map (a, b, c,d) — (a,c, b, d), and more generally
(AXpA)X ey " Xy (AXpA) 2 (AXcA)Xr.p) =+ Xppy(AXc A)

for each k& > 2. It follows that

(3-8) (NDG)_, = {Af ifk=1,
k=1 = (Axc Foxc )LD i ke > 2,

A& itk =1

3.9 N(Z)G = { ’
(3-9) ( k-1 (Axp - x g A)E®)  if o > 2.

Therefore (N (VG)x and (N @ G);, are homotopically discrete groupoids for all k& > 0.
Moreover, applying mo vertically to each column in Figure 3 yields the groupoid Bh,
that is,

—_—
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Similarly, applying 7o horizontally in each row yields C*.

3.11 Remark The construction of Example 3.6 makes sense in any category with
enough limits. Conversely, any map v: AS — C* with a section v/ has a map of
objects g: A — C and induces a map s: B — D on 7, which fits into a commuting
square as in (3-7).

3.12 Definition Recall from Section 2.6(g) that if X € [A"~!", Gpd] is an (n—1)—
fold simplicial object in groupoids, Fré")X is the (n—1)—fold simplicial set obtained
by applying my (the coequalizer of the source and target maps of the groupoid) in
each (n—1)—fold simplicial dimension of X. If cX denotes the discrete groupoid
on a set X (see Definition 2.23), c¢: Set — Gpd is right adjoint to 7y, and the unit
of the adjunction y: Id — cm( induces a natural transformation of (n—1)—simplicial
groupoids

7 X >y
3.13 Remark Let G € Gpd” be an n—fold groupoid and
X=N®D. .. NOGec[A~" Gpd].

Let us suppose that ﬁé”)X is the multinerve of an (n—1)—fold groupoid, denoted by

Hf)n)G, so that
JT[(gn)X = N(,,_I)Hf)”)G .

Then ¢ ™ J_ré”)X is the multinerve of an n—fold groupoid ¢ H(()")G (discrete in the
new n'M direction) and

7= NGO Ny,

for a map of n—fold groupoids y™: G — c(”)H(()”)G.

3.14 Remark Since my: Gpd — Set preserves products and coproducts, it preserves

fiber products over discrete groupoids. Therefore, the same is true of ﬁén).

3.15 Lemma Let G € Gpd}p,; be a homotopically discrete n—fold groupoid. Then:

(@) If N®: Gpd" — [A°P, Gpd"~!] for some 1 <i <n is asin Notation 2.18, then
(NDG),, is homotopically discrete for all k > 0.
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(b) The (n—1)-simplicial set 71( )N (=1 N(I)G is the multinerve of a homo-
topically discrete (n— 1)—fold groupoid H( G, and there is a commutative

diagram:
(n—1) ...y (D 0
Gpdp, N N [A"1" | Gpd]
Hén)j l]—t(()n)
Nn— 0]
Gpd?;! oD [T Set]

(c) The map of n—fold groupoids y™: G — c(”)H(()”)G of Remark 3.13 is a geo-
metric weak equivalence (Definition 2.21).

(d) The set H(()l) Hgl)G is isomorphic to wyg BG (see Definition 2.21).
(e) If we let y(,) denote the composite

¢y =1

G —> c(”)H(")G B AR Chb c(”)Hg"_l)H(n)G
e (D, (n)H(l) H(()")G,
it induces a geometric weak equivalence
(3-16) fik: GiXgy "+ XG,G1 = GiXgg =+ Xa Gy forallk =2

(where Gg is as in Definition 2.23).

Proof By Definition 3.3, G (as an object of Gpd?(Gpd”~2)) has the form of Figure 3
for some commuting square

S
3-17) g’(lg hj >h’
C

of (n—2)—fold groupoids, as in (3-7), by Remark 3.11.

(a) By (3-8) and (3-9), the statement holds for n = 2. Suppose by induction
that it holds for n — 1: then (N(VG)y = A/ is in Gpd';!. Also (NG, =
(Axc R xCA)(f o f) for k > 2. By definition and the induction hypothesis,

(fooo ) Axe ¥ xc A —> Bxp - xpB
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is a morphism with a section in Gpd}’fd_1 , Hence, by definition, (N(VG)j_; € Gpdfl’d_1
Similarly for any N@G.

(b) By (3-17) and part (a), N (l)n(n) G is the nerve of the (n—1)- fold homotopically
discrete groupoid H )G = B, and the map 7™ lifts to a map of n—fold groupoids.

(c)-(e) By induction on n > 2. For n = 2, we saw that ng)G = B" and since each
column in Figure 3 is homotopically discrete, we see from (3.10) that the rightmost
column is equivalent to B, the next to B xp B, and so on. Thus N(l)y(z) NDG —
N (l)cH(Z)G induces dimensionwise weak equivalences of simplicial spaces, so a
weak equlvalence of classifying spaces. Since B is a homotopically discrete groupoid,
it is weakly equivalent to ¢ D (in the notation of (3-17)), which is (noBG)d.

By (3-8), for each k > 2,
Gixgy " %6,G1 = (NVG)_y = (Axe * xe )V = Bxyy - x, B,
while since G is homotopically discrete and Gg is discrete,
k
GIXG(({ XG(‘{GI

is homotopically discrete (see Remark 3.4), and thus it is also weakly equivalent to
Bxp -*+ xp B. Hence (3-16) holds for n = 2.

In the induction step, N MG is a simplicial (n—1)—fold homotopically discrete
groupoid (by (3-8) again), and thus by the induction hypothesis for » — 1 we have a
weak equivalence

(NDyup),: (NVG), - (D ...conOO@...1"G) =: P,

in each simplicial dimension r > 0. Applying the (n—1)—fold nerve N(,_1) to both
sides, we obtain a map of n—fold simplicial sets N,)G — P, which is a weak
equivalence in each simplicial dimension, so induces a weak equivalence

Diag(,) Nu)G — Diag,) Pe.

However, P, is discrete in all but the first simplicial direction, where it is (the nerve
of) a homotopically discrete groupoid

—®...g®
H:=1...nle.

In fact, H = (Bd)hd, in the notation of Definition 3.1, where #9: B — D9 is the
discretization of the map #: B — D in (3-17).
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Therefore, Diag(,) Pe = BH has moBH = 7oH? = 7o BG while 7; BH = 0 for
i > 1, and the map y(,) = y(l) °© Y(n—1) induces the requisite weak equivalence. Since
also y) = c(”)y(n_l) o y("), we deduce by induction that y(”) is a geometric weak
equivalence, too.

To show (3-16), note that by (3.10) we have
(M§"G)y = YV (G1x6,G1) = BxpBxp B = (BxpB)x5(BxpB),
which by the induction hypothesis (3-16) and Remark 3.14 equals
n{" G, x

006 ~mg Y6y x n" e,

n{" Ve @y V6ed
(n—1)
=H0 (GIXGS’GI)-
That is, we have a commuting square

y(n—l)

G1%6,G1 " (Gyx6,G1)

72 Lﬁ

Glxchl Hgn_l)(GlegGl)

y =1
in which three of the maps are geometric weak equivalences, so i, is, too.
Similarly for all k > 2. a

From part (d) of the lemma we see the following.

3.18 Corollary If G is a homotopically discrete n—fold groupoid, the map y,): G —
... c(”)H(()l) e Hg’)G is a geometric weak equivalence, so BG is homotopically
trivial (that is, 7; BG =0 forall i > 1).

3.B Weakly globular n—fold groupoids

We are now in a position to define the main notion of this section. At first glance, it
does not appear to be fully algebraic, since it uses the concept of a geometric weak
equivalence. However, as we shall show in Corollary 4.8 below, this concept has an
equivalent purely algebraic description.

3.19 Definition For each n > 1, the full subcategory Gpd’jvg of Gpd", whose objects
are called weakly globular n—fold groupoids, is defined by induction on 7, as follows:
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For n = 1, any groupoid is weakly globular; suppose we have defined Gpdz’vg1 . We
say that an n—fold groupoid

6= (6" ==6")

is weakly globular if:
@) Go:=G" isin Gpdl7!.
(i) Gp:= G( ) isin GpdWg ,

(iii) The (n—1)—simplicial set 7r( )N (=D... NG is the nerve of a weakly glob-
ular (n—1)—fold groupoid H )G such that

and for each k > 2, Gyxg, K X, G is in Gpd&g‘-

NG = 7PN ... NDG .
(iv) The map of (n—1)—fold groupoids

k 79" k
GIXGO' G1—>G1X 'XG(‘)’GI

induced by y(): Go — Gg is a geometric weak equivalence for all k > 2.

Note the special role played by the first of the n—directions in this definition. Also,
note that we have a functor H(()") making the diagram

N@=D (1) _ 10
Gpdiy, (A1 Gpd]

(n) =(n)
I, j T,
Na—1)

— —1°p
Gpd@g1 [N Set].

commute.

3.20 Remark For n = 2, the above definition is slightly more general than [11,
Definition 2.21]. In fact, in [11], G is required to be symmetric, and both maps
in Gy —= Gy are required to be fibrations of groupoids; the latter implies conditions
(ii1) and (iv).

Note that if G € Gpdwg, not only is Gy xg, ** i < Xg,G1 € Gpd@? (by Definition 3.19),
butalso GyXgd =+ XgaG1 € Gpdy, 1. We show this for k = 2, the general case being
similar. In fact we observe more generally that the pullback P of G — H < G’ with
G, G in Gpd and H discrete is an object of Gpd

We proceed by induction on 7: For n = 1 the statement is clear since Gpd = Gpd.
Suppose it is true for n—1. We have Py = Gx HOG €Gpdp; " since G, G € Gpd ,
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and Hj is discrete (by Remark 3.4). Furthermore, P; = G X HIGQ € Gpdpy ! by the
induction hypothesis.
Likewise, since H is discrete,
(3_21) PIXPOPI g(Gl><G0(;1)>((I'11><;IOI‘11)((;;XG(/)Gi)

= (Gl XG()GI)XH()(GII XG(/)G;)‘

Therefore Pyxp, Py € Gpd@1 by the induction hypothesis. For the same reason,
Py xp, Kox poP1 € Gpd’fvgl. Since o commutes with fiber products over discrete
objects, we have

7P =n"6x,n"a,
and this is in Gpd@? by the induction hypothesis.
Finally,
(3-22) P pa Py =(G1XGgG1)XHO(G;XG6dG/1) )
Since there are geometric weak equivalences
G1x6,G1 — GlegG1 and GixG()G; — GingzG/,
by (3-21) and (3-22) this induces a geometric weak equivalence
Pyxpy Py — PlegPl .
Similarly, one shows that for each k > 2, there is a geometric weak equivalence
P1xp, A X po P1 — Plxpg S ngPl .

This completes the proof that P € Gpdy,.

3.23 Definition For any n—fold groupoid G and 1 < k < n, we define its k—fold
object of arrows to be the (n—k)—fold groupoid

1k
Wty G = G{7,

k

using the indexing conventions of Section 2.6(b).

3.24 Remark By Definition 3.19(ii), if G is weakly globular, so is W, 1)G, so by
induction we have a functor W, x): Gpd@g — Gpd" Sk

wg
(3-25) Wink) = Wn—k+1,0Wan—-k+2,1) * Wau—1,0Wn,1)-

since
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3.26 Algebraic homotopy groups and algebraic weak equivalences For a weakly
globular n—fold groupoid G, we define the k" algebraic homotopy group of G at
X0 € Gn, to be

W(n,n)G(xo,xo) if k =n,

(3-27)  wr(G;xp) = { .
Wonetmiy(TETD I G) (x0, x0) if0 <k <n,

with the 0™ algebraic homotopy set of G defined as
wo(G):=1"...1"G.

Here W n)G(a,b) (see Definition 3.23) is the set of morphisms from a to b in the
groupoid W, ,—1)G (in the n'" direction), so in particular Wn,n)G(a,a) is the group
of automorphisms of a (which is abelian for n > 2).

A map f: G — G’ of weakly globular n—fold groupoids is called an algebraic weak
equivalence if it induces bijections on the k™ algebraic homotopy groups (set) for all
x0 € Gyng and 0 <k <n.

3.28 Definition For each n > 0, let P"Top denote the full subcategory of Top
consisting of spaces X for which the natural map X — P" X is a weak equivalence
(that is, 7; (X, x) =0 for all x € X and i > n). An n—type is an object in P"Top (or
in the corresponding full subcategory ho(P”Top) of hoTop).

We use similar notation for n—Postnikov simplicial sets (where for a Kan complex X
(see Goerss and Jardine [31, Section 1.3]), we can use csk,+1 X as a model for the nth
Postnikov section P"X).

Forany n>0,amap f: X — Y in [A°P, Set] (or in Top)is called an n—equivalence if
it induces isomorphisms fi: mo X — 7Y (of sets), and fu: m; (X, x) — m; (Y, f(x))
forevery 1 <i <n and x € Xj.

We recall the following notion and fact from our earlier paper [11]:

3.29 Definition A map f: W — V of bisimplicial sets is called a diagonal n—
equivalence if fkh: th — th is an (n—k)—equivalence for each k <n.

3.30 Proposition [11, Proposition 3.9] If f: W — V is a diagonal n—equivalence,
then the induced map Diag f: Diag W — Diag V is an n—equivalence.

3.31 Lemma Forany G € Gpd’v’vg, the map y of Definition 3.12 corresponds to a map

of n—fold groupoids y™: G — c(”)Hg”)G with y = N NMy 0 which
induces an (n—1)—-equivalence By™: BG — B c(”)Hg”)G on classifying spaces.
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Proof By Definition 3.19 and Remark 3.13 the map ) corresponds to a map of n—fold
groupoids as stated. We show that this is an (rn—1)—equivalence by induction on . It
is clear for n = 1. Suppose, inductively, it holds for n — 1.

By construction we have
. () -1 (n)
and therefore, for each » > 0 there is a map
-1\ . (7™ (n—1)
(N(n)y(n ))r' (My7G), — (c(”)HO G),.

By taking realizations, we obtain a map of simplicial spaces By~1. We claim
that the corresponding map of bisimplicial sets is a diagonal (n—1)—equivalence
(see Definition 3.29). In fact, since Gy = (N (”)G)g”) is homotopically discrete,
by Lemma 3.15, (By"~1), is a weak equivalence, hence in particular an (n—1)—

equivalence. By the induction hypothesis (By®~1), is a (n—2)—equivalence for all
r > 1. Hence By™Y is an (n—1)—equivalence by Proposition 3.30. o

3.32 Remark From Lemmas 3.15 and 3.31 we see that a homotopically discrete
n—fold groupoid is weakly globular.

4 n-types

In this section we prove one of the main result of this paper, Theorem 4.32, which
asserts that all n—types are modeled by weakly globular n—fold groupoids.

4.A The homotopy type of a weakly globular n—fold groupoid

We start by showing that if G € Gpdag, its classifying space BG (see Definition 2.21)
is an n-type; that is, 7;(BG, x) =0 for all x € BG and i > n. We prove this using
a spectral sequence computation of 7;(BG, x). In Section 5, we give an alternative

proof using a comparison with Tamsamani’s weak n—groupoids.

In [44], Quillen constructed a spectral sequence for a bisimplicial group, which was
generalized by Bousfield and Friedlander in [14, Appendix B] to define the Bousfield—
Friedlander spectral sequence of a bisimplicial set Xee € [A?”, Set], with

(4-1) E}, =1!'7} Xee = 7s4; Diag Xee.

See Dwyer, Kan and Stover [26, Section 8.4] for an alternative construction when Xee
is connected in each simplicial dimension. The spectral sequence need not converge
otherwise; however, we have the following sufficient condition for convergence (see [14,
Section B.3]):
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4.2 Definition Think of a bisimplicial set Xee € [A>”, Set] as a (horizontal) simplicial
object in [A°P, Set] (with the simplicial direction inside [A°P, Set] thought of as being
vertical). In this notation, a k—m,-matching collection at a € X, o (for 0 <k <n)isa
set of elements x; € 7;(X;—1e, dl.ha) (0<i <n,i #k), such that

(4-3) (d]')uxj = (d]_)uxi
forevery 0<i <j<n (i,j #k).

We say that Xee satisfies the w4« —Kan conditionifforevery n,t >1,0<k <n,ac X, ,
and k—rm;—matching collection (x;)i; at a, there is a fill-in w € 7/ (Xye, @) such
that (dl.h)*w =x; forall 0 <i <n (i #k).

By [14, Theorem B.5], if Xee satisfies the m«—Kan condition — for example, if each
Xne is connected — then the spectral sequence (4-1) converges.

4.4 Notation For any simplicial set ¥ and ¢ > 1, the ™ homotopy group 7;(Y, y),
as y € Y varies, constitutes a semi-discrete groupoid, in the sense of [11, Section 1],
that is, a disjoint union of groups (abelian, if z > 2). We denote it by 7,Y .

4.5 Lemma Let Go € Gpd([A°P, Set]) be a groupoid in [A°P, Set], such that

k

k
Gl XGO te XGOGI - GlxcﬂoGO o XC?TOGOGI

is a weak equivalence of simplicial sets for all k > 2, with Gy a homotopically trivial
simplicial set. Then the bisimplicial set Xee := NG, satisfies the wy—Kan condition,
and for each t > 1, 7; Xee is a groupoid object in semi-discrete groupoids, so is
2—coskeletal.

Proof We think of the simplicial direction as vertical. Let X3 = (NGe)y. Since
Xo = Gy is homotopically trivial (that is, a disjoint union of contractible spaces), the
groupoid 7; Xy is discrete on oGy, so any k—m;—matching collection for n =1 is
trivial.

For n = 2, note that X, = X xy, X1, so any a € X3 ¢ is of the form a = (d’,d"),
where dia’ = dya” =: b Moreover, dya = d’, dia = a’ x a” (where % denotes the
groupoid composition), and dya = a” .

Soif # > 1 there are three cases for a k —m;—matching collection (x; € 7/ (X1, d;a)); -k
at a:

(i) When k =1, the fill-in w € w/(X>,a) for xo and x; is the pull-back pair
(X0, X2) in

7} (Xp,a) = 7f (X1,d") Xz (x5 7 (X1,").
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(i) When k = 0, the fill-in w = (y, x) for x; and x, should satisfy x; = djw =
¥ *X3,80 y = x; % (x3)" !, using the groupoid structure on 7’ Xy.

(iii) The case k = 2 is similar.

For n > 2 the proof of the 7x—Kan condition is analogous; however, because 77/ Xee
is 2—coskeletal, we do not even need to verify it, since the spectral sequence (4-1)
from the E2—term on then depends only on the 2—truncation of Xee in the horizontal
direction. i

In order to study the homotopy groups of the n—fold diagonal dNG of an n—fold
groupoid, we think of it as an iterative construction in which we take diagonals in
successive bisimplicial bidirections. The weak globularity allows us to iteratively apply
Lemma 4.5, and thus the Bousfield—Friedlander spectral sequence.

4.6 Theorem For any weakly globular n—fold groupoid G € Gpd” , BG is an n—type,

wg’
and for each base point xo € G, we have natural isomorphisms

4-7) T (BG;xg) = wp(G;x¢) for 0<k <n, and myBG = wy(G)
(see (3-27)).

Proof Since BG is the geometric realization of dN G, we prove the theorem simpli-
cially, for dNG, by induction on 7.

Using the convention of Remark 2.27, for each a € A"~2 we have a double groupoid
G2 (a) € Gpd? (in the notation of Section 2.6(b)). Assuming that the first of the n
directions of G is not among those of A?~2, N G(1:2)(4) e [A°P, Gpd] satisfies the
hypotheses of Lemma 4.5, by Definition 3.19. Therefore, the Bousfield—Friedlander
spectral sequence for the bisimplicial set

X(a) := NBDG12 (g)

converges to 4 Diag X (a). Moreover, 7} X (a) is 2—coskeletal for each ¢ > 1, by the
lemma, as is 7§ X (a) (by Definition 3.19 again). Thus in the E 2_term of the spectral
sequence only the two right columns of two bottom rows can be non-zero, so that
Diag X (a) is a 2-type. In fact, the rightmost column is zero (except at the bottom), so
we can read off the homotopy groups of Diag X (a) from those of X (a).

Since Diag is functorial in a € A2 the resulting object Y := Diag(l’z) N@2D @G
is in [A°, Gpd™~2], with each Y (a) € [A°P, Set] a simplicial 2—type. Since G, was
a homotopically discrete (n—1)—fold groupoid, the object ¥’ (in dimension 0 in the
first (simplicial) direction) is a homotopically discrete (n—2)—fold groupoid. Moreover,
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for any choice of a third (groupoid) direction i, and each 5 € A"~ by Definition 3.19,
we have a bisimplicial groupoid

Z..* = N(192)G(1,2,i)(b)

(where the third index is the groupoid direction). This has a weak equivalence of
bisimplicial sets

~

k — k
Zook = Zoo1X 240y """ X ZeegLool — Lol Xgd " ngZ..l

for each k > 2, natural in b (note that G¢ is independent of b). This map therefore
induces a weak equivalence in the bisimplicial direction (see Remark 2.22). Thus each
simplicial groupoid Y (h) = Diag Zeex satisfies the hypotheses of Lemma 4.5.

Now assume by descending induction on 2 < k < n that we have ¥ € [A°, Gpd"*],
with Y (a) € [A°, Set] a k—type for each a € A" with Y} ahomotopically discrete
(n—k)—fold groupoid. Here the first (vertical) direction is simplicial.

For any choice of a second (groupoid) direction, and each b € A"k=1 the simplicial
groupoid Y (1:2)(h) € [A°P, Gpd] satisfies the hypotheses of Lemma 4.5. Therefore,
(4-1) converges, with only the two right columns of the bottom & rows non-zero, and
Diag Y (a) is thus a (k+1)—type. When k =n—1, Y is a simplicial groupoid which
is an (n—1)—type in the simplicial direction, with BG appearing as the realization of
DiagY.

For any weakly globular double groupoid G, the E?—term of the Bousfield—Friedlander
spectral sequence for the bisimplicial set Xee = N hNVG survives to E%. Moreover,
because G¢ is homotopically trivial, E 12 o = T170Xee = 0, so in fact by Lemma 4.5,

EZ, = momo(Xee, xg) ifi =0,
i (Diag Xee, X0) = { EZ | = mom1 (Xee, Xo) ifi =1,
E? | =m 7 (Xee.xo) ifi =2,

for each choice of a base-point xg in Ggg. Actually, 7171 (Xee, Xg) is just the auto-

morphism group of Gy, that is, W, 2)G (X0, Xo)

Therefore, given a weakly globular n—fold groupoid G, by what we have shown above
we see that

mn(BG: x0) = wy (G Xo)

for each xg € Gy....o. Moreover, by Lemma 3.31 we have

.....

wi(BG, xg) = m; (BHgn_kH) ---H(()n)G,xo)
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forall 0 <i <n—k,and H(()"_kH) Hf)")G is an (n—k)-weakly globular (n—k)—
fold groupoid, so in particular (4-7) holds for each 0 <k <n. |

Observe that Theorem 4.6 provides an intrinsic algebraic definition of the notion of
geometric weak equivalences among weakly globular n—fold groupoids, since we have
the following corollary:

4.8 Corollary (a) A map of weakly globular n—fold groupoids is a geometric weak
equivalence (Definition 2.21) if and only if it is an algebraic weak equivalence
(Section 3.26).

(b) The notion of a weakly globular n—fold groupoid G is purely algebraic.

4.9 Remark It follows from above that the functor Hf)"): Gpdy,, — Gpd@? preserves
geometric weak equivalences and serves as an algebraic (n—1)—Postnikov section
functor.

4.B An iterative description of Q )

We now use the notions of the previous section to provide a more transparent iterative
description of the fundamental n—fold groupoid functor Q)X (Definition 2.30) for a
Kan complex X .

4.10 Definition For any simplicial set X', let

4-11) Ly — {DecX ifk=0

KT \Dec X xy T xy Dec X ifk > 1.
4.12 Remark If X is a Kan complex, we have a natural fibration of simplicial
sets u: Dec X — X (see Section 2.5), yielding the internal groupoid (Dec X)¥ €
Gpd[A°P, Set] of Definition 3.1. We see that

(4-13) (N(Dec X)) = Ly X = L1 X Xpeex - Xpeex L1 X

for all k¥ > 1, so we may denote the bisimplicial set N(Dec X)* by LeX . This is
depicted in Figure 4, where the vertical maps are induced by those indicated in the

rightmost column, and the horizontal maps are structure maps for the pullbacks, as in
(3-2).

If X isreduced, Dec X is contractible, so L; X models the loop space 2.X . In general,
L{X is homotopy equivalent to the “path object” P X" of Duskin [25, Section 2.2].
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D2
X3 Xy, X3 Xy, X3 ———= X3 xx, X3 - X3
D1 ¢
Xy Xy, XoXx, Xo ——= Xo xx, Xo > Z X,
1
D2
X1 X x, X1 X x, X1 X1 X x, X1 X

Figure 4: Corner of L, X

4.14 Lemma Let X be a Kan complex, and cX the corresponding bisimplicial set,
constant in the horizontal direction.

(a) There is a natural map of bisimplicial sets ¢: cX — LeX , which is a dimension-
wise weak equivalence (as horizontal simplicial sets, in each vertical dimension;
see Figure 4), so induces a weak equivalence Diag ¢: X — Diag Lo X .

(b) We have N™ QX = QEZ)_I)L.X, that is, for each k > 0,
(4-15) (N™QuwX), = Qu-1)LrX.
Thus, foreach k > 1,
(4_16) Q(n—l)LkX = Q(n—l)LlXXQ(n_l)DecX 'If' XQ(n_l)DecX Q(n—l)LlX-
(c) If X is homotopically trivial then, for k > 1,
(4-17) O LiX = Oy Dec Xxo,, x “** X0, x On) Dec X.
Proof (a) The section o: X — Dec X to the augmentation ¢ = de: Dec X — X ,

given in dimension i by the degeneracy s;: X; — X;1 (see Section 2.7), fits into a
diagram

X Dec X X
@15 | | |
X X X
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of vertical arrows in [A°P, Set], where the horizontal composite is the identity. Applying
the construction of Definition 3.1 to each vertical arrow we obtain

x 2 rox Soex

Here the map of simplicial sets ¢;: ¢(X;) — (LeX); in each internal simplicial dimen-
sion i is given by the vertical maps in

Xi = Xi — Xi
(4-19) (57,57 ,51) L j (si,51) j Si
= X1 Xx; Xig1 Xx; Xig1r — Xiy1 Xx; Xip1 —= Xiq1.

Since the lower row in (4-19) is the nerve of a homotopically discrete groupoid, the
vertical map is a weak equivalence (with inverse induced by the right square in (4-18)).

(b) We will show that, for n > 2,
(4-20) N®Qux =02 IN®P7® 0rg) X,

where Q%ﬁ)_l) is obtained by applying Q,—1) in each simplicial dimension in the
second direction to the bisimplicial object N (2)7?1(2) Or(y).

By Lemma 2.28, we have
(4-21) Ore W N7 0rpy X = N®7M Or, X,
and since, by the definition of Q,_1),

2 ~ ~ ~(n—1)7-(2) ~
Qﬁﬁ)_l)N(z)nl(z) Orp) X =n1(1)~-nf" 1)Or(n_l)N(z)Jrl(z) Orp) X

we deduce that
(4-22) 00 \NDzD0rg) X =2 72" VN®ZD Org X.

Since QX = 7?1(1) e 7?1(”) Or(,;) X and Or(,) X is (n, 2)—fibrant, in order to show
(4-20) it suffices to show by induction on n > 2 that

(4-23) N®@zD . zmy =71 0D ymzmy
for any (n, 2)—fibrant n—fold simplicial set Y. For n = 2,
NO7020y Z 20Ny

by Lemma 2.35 and Proposition 2.34.
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In the induction step, let Go be the simplicial (n—1)—fold groupoid 7?1(2) ---ﬁl(”)Y. By
Lemma 2.37, G, is (n—1,2)—fibrant, so for each a € A”~2, the simplicial groupoid
Ge(a) (in the first groupoid direction of G, ) is (2, 2)—fibrant. Thus by Lemma 2.35
we have N(”)J?I(I)G.(a) = ﬁl(l)N(”)G.(a), SO

N®ZD .50y — NOZDG, — 2D N®G, = 30y 0z0) sy,

If we think of Y as a simplicial (n—1,2)—fibrant (n—1)—fold simplicial set Y.(l) (in
the first direction), by the induction hypotheses

N®Z@D . zMyM 20 20=Dy @20y
for each m > 0, so (4-23) holds for Y, too. This concludes the proof of (4-20).
Observe that
(4-24) N(Z)j’fl(l) Ol‘(z) X = NAf

with A% € Gpd([A°P, Set]) as in (3-2), for the map u: Dec X — X of simplicial sets.
In fact, 7?1(2) Or(2) X, thought of as a simplicial object in Gpd, has (7’%1(2) Orp) X)i =
71 Deck X in simplicial dimension k. This is isomorphic to the homotopically discrete
groupoid (X3 )** (where uy: Xj — Xj_; is a map of sets). Hence from (4-20) and
(4-24) we conclude that

N®QuwX = Q1 NA".
Since (NA"); = Lj X for each k > 0, (4-15) follows.

In particular, since Q)X € Gpdl,, we have, for k > 2,

wg?
Qu-1yLiX = (N® Q) x)"
= (N Qi X)X i g 000 5 X 01y 1000 NV Qi 1)
so by (4-15) we have
Q(n I)LkXN(Q(n I)LIX)X(Q(n 1) Dec X) * X(Q(n I)DecX)(Q(n I)LIX)

(c) Byinductionon n. For n=1, Q)= 7. Since by hypothesis X is homotopically
trivial and u: Dec X — X is afibration, L; X =Dec X x x Dec X is also homotopically
trivial; hence 771 L1 X is a homotopically discrete groupoid, and is therefore isomorphic
to A/ where f: A— B is the obvious map

XIXXOXI —> X0X7T0XX0.
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On the other hand, 7; Dec X 2 (X;)% and 7; X = (Xo)? (for y: Xo — 79 X), so
7’%1L1X = J/'El DecXXﬁlxﬁl Dec X.

In the induction step, applying N @) to both sides of (4-17), we must show that for
each k> 1 and i > 1 we have

(N™Qey LX),

(n) o— (n)
= (N(n)Q(n) Dec X)i’il X(N(") Q(n)X)l(-n)l l. 1 X(N(”) Q(n)X),{'i)l (N(n)Q(n) Dec X)i’il

or equivalently (after applying (b)), that

4-25) Qu-nLi(LgX)
~ Qu-1)LiDec X <o, | 1, x k+1 X0t Lix Qm—1)LiDec X.

Since X is homotopically trivial, so are Dec X and Lj X (since u: Dec X — X is a
fibration), so we can apply induction hypothesis (c) for (rn—1) to replace the left-hand
side of (4-25) by

Q(I’l—l) DeC(LkX)XQ(n_l)LkX i:":.l XQ(n_])LkX Q(n—l) DeC(LkX)7

and since Dec commutes with fiber products, and thus with L, this equals

(Q(n—l)(Decz XXDecX If-j_'l XDecXDec2 X))

i+1 x
X x Dec X)) (Q(n_l)(DecXXX

(Q(n_l)(DeCZ XXDecX If-!_'l XDecXDeC2 X))

k41 k41

X
(Q(n—1)(Dec X X x X x Dec X))

If we write 4 := Q1) Dec’ X, B := O@w-1Dec X, and C := Q,—1)X, apply-
ing (b) for (n—1) to this last expression yields

(4-26) (Axp " x5A4)x . e

k41
k : —1 (AXB g XBA)-
(Bxc"TlxeB) Bxc"Tlxe By

Similarly, (c) applied to the right-hand side of (4-25) yields
@-27)  (Axp " T xgA)x i ! .

i X i
(Bxc'" " xc B)) (Bxc "

Axp ok XBA))7

XCB))(

and the two limits (4-26) and (4-27) are evidently equal, proving (4-25). O

4.C Modeling n-types

In the last part of this section we finally show that weakly globular n—fold groupoids
indeed model n—types.
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4.28 Proposition Let X be a Kan complex. Then:
(a) There is a natural n—equivalence w({ ) X —dNQuX.
(b) Q) preserves weak equivalences of Kan complexes.
(c) If X is homotopically trivial (that is, all higher homotopy groups vanish), then
Q)X is a homotopically trivial n—fold groupoid.

(d) Q)X is a weakly globular n—fold groupoid, and H(()n) Q@)X is isomorphic to
Ou-nX.

Proof By induction on n. The claim is immediate for n = 1 (with Q)X :=mo X
and 1//(‘1,): X — N7 X ~ P'X the Postnikov structure map).

(a) We assume that we have a map

Vix_1): X = Diagg_1) Nu—1) Qa1 X,
natural in X. Applying this to the simplicial object Le X €[A°P, [A°P, Set]] (which is
fibrant in each simplicial dimension, by Remark 2.8), we obtain a map of bisimplicial
sets o
LeX . Diag™ A7 Q)
Y1y LeX — Diag,_ 1y Nn—1)Q,_ ) Le X,
which is an (rn—1)—equivalence in each simplicial dimension.

However, in simplicial dimension 0 we have Ly X = Dec X', which is homotopically
trivial, while Q,_1)Dec X is a homotopically discrete (n—1)—fold groupoid by in-
duction assumption (C) for n—1,s0 dNQ—1)Dec X is homotopically tr1V1a1 by
Corollary 3.18. Thus w LoX 1 is actually a geometric weak equivalence, so w( X) isa
diagonal n—equlvalence (see Definition 3.29), which implies that

(4-29) Diag y/(-*): Diag Lo X — Diag(yy Nou—1)Oen ) Lo X
is an n—equivalence by Proposition 3.30.

Now by (4-15), N(”)Q( )X = Q(n 1)L.X, so together with the map ¢: cX — Lo X
of Lemma 4.14(a) we have maps of bisimplicial sets

(n 1)

ENpon ) ENpon )
CX—)L X—>D1ag(,, 1)N(n I)Q(n 1)L X = Dlag(n l)N )Q(")X'

Applying Diag to both maps we see that the first is a weak equivalence, while the
second is an n—equivalence, because (4-29) is such. We define the composite to be
1/1(),{): X — dNQ )X, which is therefore an n—equivalence.

(b) Let f: X — Y be a weak equivalence of Kan complexes. Since by part (a),
X — Diag(,) QX and Y — Diag,) Q)Y are n—equivalences, it follows that
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Diag(,) O/ is an n—equivalence. Furthermore, by Theorem 4.6, Diag,y O u)X
and Diag,) Q@)Y are n—types. Hence Diag,) O )/ is a weak equivalence.

(c) Since X is homotopically trivial, by Lemma 4.14 for each k > 1 we have
(NP QumX)k = Q-1 Li X
= Qu-1)Dec X xo,,_, x o X00_1yx Q(n—1) Dec X.
Therefore Q)X = A where A = Qn-1)Dec X and by induction
/= 0m-1n¢ Qu-1)Dec X — Q1) X

is a map of homotopically discrete (n—1)—fold groupoids with a section Q,—1)0 (see
Section 2.7). Hence, Q)X is homotopically discrete, by definition.

(d) To show that Q)X is weakly globular (Definition 3.19), we think of it as a
groupoid in Gpd"”~!, with (n—1)—fold groupoid of objects (OQm)X)o and (n—1)—fold
groupoid of arrows (Q ;)X ). Note that

(OQmX)o = Qu—1)Dec X

by (4-15) with k = 0, and since Dec X is homotopically discrete, (Q )X )(n)
homotopically discrete, by (c).

Similarly,
(N® Qi X)™ = 0_1yL1 X € Gpdty

Wg’

and by (4-16)

(N Qe Xk = (QunX) 1% 00500 " * X0 100 QX1
- Q(n 1)(L1XXDCCX XDCCXLIX)
o) (N(”)Q(,,)X)k is weakly globular for each k > 0.

If we apply H(()n_l) in each simplicial dimension in the n™ direction, by Lemma 4.14(b)
and the induction hypothesis, then

(H(n 1)N(”)Q X)(n) H(n 1)Q(n DL X = Q-2 Li X = (Qu-1)X )k,
where (N~ Q(,,_I)X)kn_1 is abbreviated to (Q (n—1)X )k -
This shows that H(()")G lands in weakly globular (n—1)—fold groupoids, and that

15" QX = Qu-n X.
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To prove that Q) X € Gpd@g, it remains to show that in each simplicial dimension

k > 2 (in the n™ direction), the map

(4-30) (Qm)X)1X0umx0 X8 X0 %0 (Qm) X )1
k
— (O X)1% 0,08 ™ %00 (Qm X
is a geometric weak equivalence. By Lemma 4.14(b) we have
(O X) 1% 300 " * X0 100 (L X)1 = (N ™ 0 X )i

= OQu-nLxX
= Q(I’l—l)(LlXXDch 'I'(' XDchLlX),

where the second equality is (4-15) and the third is (4-16).

Since Dec X is homotopically trivial, Q,—1)Dec X is homotopically discrete by (c),
and so

(QmX)§ = (Q(-1 Dec X)¥ = Q—nye(mo Dec X) = Qu—1)¢(Xo)
by (a) and Lemma 3.15(d), where ¢(Xp) is the constant simplicial set on Xj.

Since X is a Kan complex and Q(,—1) commutes with fiber products over discrete
objects, by Remark 2.41, we have

Ik

Q) X) 1%, x0d ™ X0 xd (LX)
= Qm-1)L1XXo(,_; cxg e X0 nexp @m-nL1 X
2= Q1) (L1 X Xeoxy * Xexp L1 X).
Since Dec X — X is a fibration, sois L1 X — Dec X, and Dec X — c¢(Xj) is a weak
equivalence; thus the map

k k
LIXXDCCX e XDecXLlX_) LIXXC(X()) T XC(X())LIX

is a weak equivalence of Kan complexes. Therefore, by (b), (4-30) is a weak equivalence,
as required. a

Recall from Definition 3.28 that P” Top denotes the full subcategory of Top consisting
of spaces T for which the natural map 7" — P"T is a weak equivalence, and hoP” Top
is the corresponding full subcategory of the homotopy category hoTop of topological
spaces.
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4.31 Definition Let ho Gpdy, denote the localization of the category Gpdy, with
respect to the (algebraic) weak equivalences (see Corollary 4.8 and compare with
Gabriel and Zisman [29]).

4.32 Theorem The functors Q(,,): Top — Gpd@g and B: Gpd@g — Top induce
functors

B
(4-33) hoP” Top == ho Gpd?,
Q(n)

with B o Q(n) 2 IdpoprTop, SO Q(n): hoP"Top — ho Gpd@g is a faithful embedding.

Proof By Theorem 4.6 and Proposition 4.28 both functors Qn = QuS and B pre-
serve weak equivalences, and therefore induce corresponding functors on the homotopy
categories. Also, for any T € P"Top, by Theorem 4.6 and Proposition 4.28, there is a
span

(4-34) BOuwT «— |ST| — T,

where the map on the left is a homotopy equivalence and the map on the right is a
weak homotopy equivalence. It follows that 7" and BQ ;)T are weakly equivalent in
PnTOp; that is, B o Q(n) =~ IdhoP”Top- O

4.35 Weakly globular double groupoids We can strengthen Theorem 4.32 for n =2
to obtain an equivalence
honTop ~ ho Gpd2

wg’

where on the right-hand side we use the (internally defined) algebraic weak equivalences
of Gpdy, itself.

As in Bullejos, Cegarra and Duskin [19, Theorem 2.5], for any double groupoid
G one can construct a map ge: Or(p) NG — N(3)G. By Cegarra, Heredia and
Remedios [22, Theorem 8], if G is weakly globular (and therefore (2,2)—fibrant),
dNG is a Kan complex. Therefore, P(3) Or;) dNG and P)N(;)G = G are weakly
globular double groupoids. Since we have a homotopy equivalence of Kan complexes
& dNG — S||dNG|| = SBG, we also have a geometric weak equivalence of weakly
globular double groupoids

(4-36) 0(2)dNG Lk, 0SBG = 02 BG.

Therefore, the algebraic homotopy groups w«Q2)dNG are isomorphic by (3-27) to
7xBQ2)dNG == 71, BO (2 BG = 14+ BG
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(using (4-34) for T := BG). By Theorem 4.6, w+G = 7w+« BG, and since w+G =
mxdNG , also by (3-27), we conclude that w4« Q (2)dNG = w«G . One can verify that
this isomorphism is induced by the map

P(2)8.Z P(z) Or(z) dNG = Q(z)dNG — P(Z)N(z)G = G,
which is therefore a geometric weak equivalence of double groupoids.

Together with a map of double groupoids induced by (4-36), we obtain a zig-zag of
geometric weak equivalences

Y .
0BG 225 00yaNG 222 6.

This implies that (4-33) is an equivalence of localized categories when n = 2.

S Tamsamani’s model and weakly globular n—fold groupoids

In this section we construct a comparison functor from weakly globular n—fold
groupoids to Tamsamani’s weak n—groupoids, which preserves homotopy types.

5.A Tamsamani’s weak n—groupoids

We begin with a brief recapitulation of the notion of a Tamsamani weak n—groupoid,
starting with a modified definition. This differs somewhat from the original definition
in Tamsamani [48, Section 5] (compare Simpson [47, Section 15.2] and Paoli [42,
Section 8]), which was motivated by the goal of modeling higher categories, rather
than groupoids.

5.1 Definition The category Tam” of Tamsamani weak n—groupoids is a full subcat-
egory of [A"!"| Gpd], defined inductively as follows:

(a) Tam! := Gpd is the category of groupoids.

(b) Each X € Tam” is a simplicial object in Tam”~! (in the first simplicial direction).
We therefore have an inclusion functor J,,: Tam” — [A™1" Gpd].

(c) The 0™ Tamsamani weak (n—1)—groupoid X, is discrete (that is, a constant
(n—1)—fold simplicial set).

(d) The Segal maps pg: Xp — Xixx, K X x, X1 (Definition 2.3) are geometric
weak equivalences of Tamsamani weak (n—1)—groupoids for each & > 2: that
is, Bug: BX; — B(X;xx, R Xx,X1) is a weak equivalence of topological
spaces, where B: Tam” — Top is the realization functor of (1-3).
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(e) The (n—1)—simplicial set ﬁén)JnX is the nerve of a Tamsamani weak (n — 1)
. n) . . X
groupoid ITj” X', and we have a commutative diagram:

In o)
Tam” (A1 Gpd]
1-Igz) lj—r(()n)
Tam” ! [A"2" | Gpd] — [A17 ) Set]

Jn—l

Furthermore, Hf)") preserves geometric weak equivalences.

5.2 Tamsamani’s original definition Tamsamani’s original approach (as described
in [42, Section 8]) gave an inductive definition of the category Tam” C [A"~!"", Gpd]
equipped with a class of maps called n—equivalences for each n > 1, The following
assumptions must be satisfied:

(a) Tam! := Gpd (with 1—equivalences being equivalences of groupoids).

(b) Each X € Tam” is a simplicial object in Tam" 1.

(¢) Xp is discrete.

(d) The Segal maps py: Xgx — X1xx, K X x, X1 are (n—1)—equivalences in the
category Tam”~! for each k > 2.

(e) The functor ﬁél)ﬁéz)---ﬁé"): Tam” — Set, (see Definition 3.12) takes n—
equivalences to bijections and preserves fiber products over discrete objects.

Note that (d) and (e) together imply that the Tamsamani fundamental groupoid functor

T™m._ =)  =r=1)=(n)
Toy =T -7y 7

when applied to X € Tam”, lands in groupoids.
(f) For every a and b in the set Xy, the fiber of X4 p) of (do.d1): X1 — Xox Xp
is a Tamsamani weak (n—1)—groupoid.

(g) Amap f: X — Y in Tam"is an n—equivalence if and only if:

(i) The map Tg;)n f: T (fl‘)“X - T glf)nY is an equivalence of groupoids.

(1) fia,p): X@a,p) —> Ya,p) is an (n—1)—equivalence for every (a,b) € Xox Xj.
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5.3 Remark Note thatif g: X — Y is a morphism in Tam” with Y discrete, then
X is isomorphic to ]_[er g~ {y}, where the coproduct is taken in Tam” (compare
Lemma 6.7 below).

This implies that if X € Tam”, then X is isomorphic to the coproduct over all a, b € X
of Xi(a,b) € Tam"™! (where X;(a,b) is the fiber of (dy,d;): X1 = Xo x Xp).

From this and from (e¢) we deduce that if X € Tam”, the (n—1)-simplicial set ﬁén) JnX
is the nerve of an object Hg’)X of Tam"~! and we have the commutative diagram:

Jn

Tam” (A1 Gpd]
Hgn) l]—[éﬂ)
Tam®™ ! —~ [A"27 Gpd] [A17 ) Set]

Jn—l I\_f

Furthermore, Hf)n) takes n—equivalences to (n—1)—equivalences, and one can therefore
replace (g) in the definition above by the following:

(1) The map H(()")f: H(()")X — H(()")Y is an (n—1)— equivalence in Tam"~!.
() fa,b): X(a,b) = Y(a,p) 18 an (n—1)—equivalence for every (a,b) € Xy x Xj.

We recall the following fact from [42, Lemma 10.1]:

54 Lemma A map f: X — Y in Tam” is an n—equivalence if and only if it is a
geometric weak equivalence.

5.5 Proposition The categories Tam” and Tam” are identical.

Proof By induction on n > 1, starting with Tam! = Gpd = Tam!. The fact that Tam”
is contained in Tam” is immediate (by the induction hypothesis and Lemma 5.4), while
the other direction follows from Remark 5.3 and Lemma 5.4 again. a

5.6 Definition Let ho Tam” denote the localization of the category Tam” with respect
to the n—equivalences.

5.7 Theorem (Tamsamani [48, Theorem 8.0]) There is a Poincaré n—groupoid
functor FY, : Top— Tam” which, together with B: Tam” — Top, induces equivalences
of categories

B
(5-8) hoP"Top =———= ho Tam" .

n
FTm

For every T € Top, there is a zig-zag of weak equivalences in P" Top between BF} T
and P"T, and for every X € Tam", there is a natural weak equivalence X — F{ BX .
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5.B Comparison with weakly globular n—fold groupoids

We construct iteratively a discretization functor Dj,: Gpd'v’vg — Tam”, which preserves
the homotopy type.

5.9 Two simplicial constructions Let € be a (co)complete category, X € [A°P, €]
a simplicial object, and y: Xo — W a map in €. In this context we mimic the
construction of a new simplicial object Y € [A°P, €] described in our paper [11,
Section 3], as follows:

Consider the pushout in €

S(n)
Xo ——— Xn

(5-10) VL lfn

W—Y,
O(n)

where s, is induced by the unique morphism [0] — [1] in A°P. For any morphism
¢: [n] — [m] in A°P, ¢s(y) = 5(m) by the uniqueness, so that
fi.n¢s(n) = f;ns(m) = O—(m)ﬁ): XO — Y.

By the universal property of pushouts there exists a unique $ : Y, — Y, with qAb Jn =
fm¢ and ¢0(,,) = O(m)- In particular, we have maps d Y, > Y, for 0 <i <n,
and 6j: Y,—1 — Y, for 0 <i <n. The maps d and o; satisfy the simplicial identities,
so that Y is a simplicial object in 6. In fact, if

] 2> m] > [k)

are morphisms in A°P and £ = i o ¢, then
‘ga(n) =0 = 1/70(,") = 1;550(”),
Efu=fik= N0 =V b =V /.
It follows by universal property of pushouts that g? = @(E In particular, since the

simplicial identities are satisfied by d; and o;, they are satisfied by d; and 6;. So we
have a map of simplicial objects f: X — Y.

Note that if y': W — X is a section for y (with yy’ =1d), we may construct a new
simplicial object XV € [A°P, €] by setting

W ifn=0,

X, ifn>0.

XY =

n
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Let dy,dy: X1 — Xo and 09 = 5(1): Xo — X be the face and degeneracy maps of X,
and let d, dj: X; — W, and o: W — X, respectively, denote d = yd; (i =0,1),
and U(/) = 0gy’. All other face and degeneracy operators of X are the same as those
of X.

Finally, we define a map /#: XY — Y in [A°P, €] by setting s¢ :=1Id and A, := f; for
n> 0. In fact, d] = d, f1; also, f10¢ = 0oy, which implies fio0y’ = 0oy y’ = 0.
All other identities are the same as for f.

5.11 The functor D Let [A°P, Set]}zl be the full subcategory of bisimplicial sets X
such that the simplicial set X is homotopically trivial, through a weak equivalence
y: Xo —> Xgl with a section y: Xgl — Xo with yy’ =1d, where Xg is the constant
simplicial set on g Xy. Let [A°P, Set]fl, denote the full subcategory of bisimplicial
sets X such that the simplicial set X is constant. We construct a functor

D: [AP, Set]> — [AP, Set]?

by setting DX := X7 (in the notation of Section 5.9).
5,12 Lemma Let D: [A°P, Set]i — [A°P, Set]fi be as above. Then for each X €
[A°P, Set];zl, DX and X have the same homotopy type.

Proof We construct a bisimplicial set ¥ and weak equivalences

h
x Ly px

using the construction of Section 5.9, for € = [A°P, Set], W := Xg and y: Xog — Xé"
as above. Since y is a weak equivalence and s(;) is a cofibration of simplicial sets, the
right vertical map f; in (5-10) is a weak equivalence for each n > 0, that is, we have
a map of bisimplicial sets f: X — Y which is a levelwise weak equivalence. Thus
Bf is also a weak equivalence.

Since the map 4: DX — Y of Section 5.9 is a levelwise weak equivalence, B/ is a
weak equivalence. In conclusion, f and / are weak equivalences, so that

Diag X ~ Diag DX. a
5.13 Definition We define the 0—discretization functor
Disco: Gpdl, — [A”, Gpdiyg ']
on any weakly globular n—fold groupoid G as follows: set (see Notation 2.18)

Gd if k =0,

Discy Gy :=
(Disco )i {(NU)G)k itk >0.
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If dy,d: Gy — Gq are the source and target maps, and oy: Gy — G is the de-
generacy operator (all in Gpd”~!), we define dj), d}: (Disco G); — (Disco G)o and
0y (Disco G)g — (Disco G); by dj = yd; (i =0,1) and o) = 0¢y’. All other face
and degeneracy operators of Discy G are those of G . Since Yy’ = Id, all simplicial
identities hold for Discy G .

n
wg?

5.14 Lemma For any weakly globular n—fold groupoid G € Gpd
Diag,) Disco G are weakly equivalent.

Diag(,) G and

Proof Diag,) G is the diagonal of the bisimplicial set X" with
Xk = Dlag(n_l)(N(”)G)g’)

forall k >0, while Diag,) Disco G is the diagonal of the bisimplicial set ¥ with ¥y :=
Gg and Yy :=Diag,_y) (N(”)G)g’) for kK > 1. By construction, X € [A°P, Set]i and
Y = DX . Hence, by Lemma 5.12, Diag,y G = Diag X >~ Diag Y = Diag, Disco G

O

5.15 Notation Let T (‘Z’f: Gpdjy, — Gpd denote the weakly globular fundamental
groupoid functor, that is, the composite

weg._ (2 (n—1) (1)
(5-16) T(n)._HO ---HO HO

(see Definitions 3.12 and 3.19).

By construction, for all i > 0,

(5-17) (T(ZfG)i =1 T(Wg

n—1)Gi'

5.18 Definition For each n > 1, we define discretization functors
—1°P
Dy: Gpdg, — [A ™ Gpd]

by induction on 7, starting with D; :=Id: Gpd — Gpd. For n > 2, we let D, be the
composite

N Dis D,_ T
Gpd, ——> [AP, Gpd! 1] —2> [AP, Gpd!o '] —"1s [A1, Gpd],

where D,_; is obtained by applying D,_; in each simplicial dimension.
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5.19 Theorem The functor D,, lands in Tam”. Furthermore, Tgf)nDn = (n), and
for each G € Gpdy,,, we have a natural weak equivalence
Diag(,) G ~ Diag,) D»G.

Proof By induction on n > 2. For n = 2, note that D,G = Discg N®G isin Tam?
for any weakly globular double groupoid G, since for each k > 2 by Definition 3.19(iv)
we have

(D2G)i = G X, "+ X6, G

~ GlXGg XGgGl

>~ (D2G)1Xpy0), g X (DG (D2G);.

Furthermore, T( ‘)“DZG T (ng H( )G isa groupmd Hence by definition, D,G €
Tam?. By Lemma 5.14, BD,G ~ dNG since G € Gpd

In the induction step, note that (D,G)o = 0 is discrete. So to prove that D, G is in
Tam”, it remains to show the following:

(a) The Segal maps
i (DnG)g = (DnG) 1 XDy, X2 X (D Gy (DnG)1
are geometric weak equivalences.
(b) T(T’)“D,,G is a groupoid.
Note that by Definition 5.18 and by the inductive hypothesis, for k > 2 we have
Diag(,_1)(DnG)i = Diag,—1y Du—1(G1%g, ** Xa,G1)

~ dN(GIXGO K X Gl),

0

0

and by Definition 3.19(iv) and the inductive hypothesis this is weakly equivalent to

dN (G % g . X g4 G1) == Diag(y_1) Dn—1G1X g K * uncd Diag(u—1) Dn-1Gi
which is Diag ) ((DnG)1Xp,6), e X (D)o (PnG)1) by Definition 5.18. Thus each
Segal map p is a geometric weak equivalence. This proves (a).

To prove (b), note that by definition of 7 (TI)n, (5-16) and (5-17), we have

(T(TSI(DnG))O = JTOT(T,H_ll)(DnG)O = WOT(ETI)Gd
= Gg = 7TON

(n I)G0 ( (Z%G)

where o TI0X = n’n®..n"x.
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Furthermore,
(TG DnG)y. = moT 2 1y (Du G = 70T ) Dyt (N G
for k£ > 1. By induction we therefore have

70T ) Dne1 (NP G = noT(Zg_l)(N(”)G)k = (T,56)
It follows that T(E‘)“DnG = T(ZfG, as claimed. Since T(ZfG is a groupoid, so is

Tglr)“ D,,G. This concludes the proof that D,G € Tam”.

Finally, we show that Diag,) D,G ~ dNG. Let Y = Disco N®WG e [AP, Gpd’v’vg1 ]
By Lemma 5.14, dNY =~ dNG . Furthermore, Diag,) D, G is the realization of the
bisimplicial set Z with Zy := Diag,_;y Dy—1 Y. By induction, Z; ~ Diag,_;) Yy,
so that Diag Z ~ dNY ~ dNG, as required. a

5.20 Remark Since by Tamsamani [48, Section 8], BD, G is an n—type, it follows
from Theorem 5.19 that the realization of a weakly globular n—fold groupoid is an
n—type. This provides an alternative proof of the first statement in Theorem 4.6.
Moreover, [48, Section 5] provides a formula for the homotopy groups

7n(BDyG, x) = Autq;n(Dng)(Idx),
where 6, (D, G) is the groupoid W, ,—1)G . This matches (4-7).

6 Weakly globular pseudo n—fold groupoids

We now introduce the category Pstd@g of weakly globular pseudo n—fold groupoids,
and prove Theorem 6.23, stating that there is a zig-zag of weak equivalences between
any X € PsGAdeg and Q(H)BX . This implies our second main result (Theorem 6.28),
stating that Q) induces an equivalence hoP” Top ~~ ho Pstd’v’vg.

6.A Types of pseudo n—fold groupoids

The notion of a weakly globular pseudo n—fold groupoid is a further relaxation of

Gpd"},g, similarly defined using a subcategory of homotopically discrete objects.

6.1 Definition For each n, we introduce a full subcategory PsGpd}; of [A”_IOP, Gpd],
whose objects are called homotopically discrete pseudo n—fold groupoids. These
categories are defined by induction on n > 1, as follows:

(a) The category PsG pdllld = Gpd}l1d consists of the homotopically discrete groupoids.
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(b) If X € PsGpd?, then Xy € PsGpdl'y! for all k > 0, where k is the simplicial
dimension in the first direction (see Definition 3.19).

(c) If X € PsGpdp,, the (n—1)—simplicial set 7 )J,,X is the nerve of an object
H(”)X of PsGpdp; ! and the following diagram commutes (where J,, denotes
the inclusion):

Jn

PsGpd!, (A1 Gpd]
Hg)n)l lﬁ(()n)
PsGpd?! [A"2" | Gpd] [AP17 Set]

n—1

Furthermore, the map 7 of Definition 3.12 induces a map y®: X — ¢ H(()”)X
in PsGpd{; which is a weak equivalence of groupoids in each multi-simplicial
dimension (and thus a geometric weak equivalence by Remark 2.22).

(d) For each k > 2, the induced Segal map

(6-2) X, 25 X1 g 5 X ga X

of (1-4) is a geometric weak equivalence.

Note that condition (c) implies that the composite y,) of

cmy(n—1)
63 x2copmy N0 o ® @y,

is a geometric weak equivalence, so that BX is a homotopically trivial simplicial set
(that is, a O—type).

6.4 Definition We now use Definition 6.1 to specify, for each n > 1, another full
subcategory Pstd@g of [A"1 Gpd], whose objects are called weakly globular
pseudo n—fold groupoids, defined by induction on n > 1.

(a) PsGpd), := Gpd.

(b) If X € PsGpd”_, then X, € Pstdﬁd_ and X} € Pstd” Uforall k > 1.

wg?

(c) If X € PsGpdpy, the (n—1)—simplicial set 71(() )JnX is the nerve of an object
H(() )X of PsGpdpy ! and the following diagram commutes (where J,, denotes
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the inclusion):

Jn o)
Pstd@g (AT ’ Gpd]
mg” 7"
PsGpdy! [A"2" | Gpd] [A17 ) Set]

n—1

Furthermore, Hf)”) preserves geometric weak equivalences.
(d) For each k > 2, the induced Segal map

Bk k
Xk — XIXX(‘)" XX(‘)]XI

is a geometric weak equivalence.

6.5 Remark Both Tam” and Gpd” are full subcategories of PsGpd”
is a full subcategory of PsGpdf,

and Gpdp;

wg?

6.6 Example When n = 2, a weakly globular pseudo double groupoid is just a
simplicial object in groupoids X € [A°P, Gpd] such that X is a homotopically discrete
groupoid, the simplicial set ﬁéz)X is the nerve of a groupoid, and for each k > 2, the
induced Segal map

X, X1 g 5 X ga X

is an equivalence of groupoids.

6.7 Lemma If f: X — Y is a map in Pstde, and Y is discrete (that is, the
constant (n—1)—fold simplicial object on a discrete groupoid), then X is the coproduct
in Pstd@g of the fibers X ~!(a), taken overalla € Y .

Proof By induction on n > 1, where for n =1, X is a groupoid, which is a coproduct
of its connected components. The n™ step follows from the (n—1)*', since coproducts
in Pstd@g are those of [A”_IOP, Gpd], namely, disjoint unions, which are therefore
taken dimensionwise. a

6.8 Corollary If X € Pstd , then X is isomorphic to the coproduct in Pstd
of Xi(a,b) (the fiber of (y(,,)do Ymydi): X1 — Xd Xd taken over all (a, b) €
Xaxxd).
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6.9 Definition We now define the notion of n—equivalence for maps of weakly
globular pseudo n—fold groupoids by induction on n > 1, where a 1—equivalence is
simply an equivalence of groupoids.

Amap f: X - Y in Pstd@g is an n—equivalence if:

(a) Hf)n)f: H(()")X — Hé")Y is an (n—1)— equivalence in Pstd’\},gl.

(b) Forevery a,b € X4, the map f(a,b): Xi(a,b) — Yi(f(a), f(b)) is also an
(n—1)— equivalence in Pstd’v’Vg1 .

6.B Comparison with Tamsamani’s weak n—groupoids

We describe a procedure for transforming a weakly globular pseudo n—fold groupoid
X into a Tamsamani weak n—groupoid, without altering the homotopy type. The
construction is done in two stages:

In the first, we use the general construction of Section 5.9 to produce Disco X €
Pstng, in which only Xy is discretized (as in Section 5.B). This time we must
proceed by induction on the »n simplicial directions in order to obtain a zig-zag of
intermediate objects (in Lemma 6.21), all weakly equivalent in Pstd@g (which was

not possible in Gdeg).

In the second stage, we define the full discretization functors Dj;: Pstd’Jvg — Tam”
by induction on n > 2, with D, := Discg, so as to make each X} a Tamsamani weak
(n—1)—groupoid.

First, we need some technical facts about weakly globular pseudo n—fold groupoids:

6.10 Lemma If /: X — Y isamapin[A°P, Pstdz’vgl] which is a weak equivalence
in each simplicial dimension, with Yy € PsGpd; Vand X € PSGpd’vlvg’ then for each
k = 2 the induced Segal maps of (6-2) for Y are geometric weak equivalences.

Proof First note that f* induces an isomorphism X d ~ Yod, so by Corollary 6.8 it
follows that

fl X1 —)Yl

is the coproduct over (a, b) € X(;i xXg of its restrictions f1(a, b): Xi(a,b)— Y (a,b).
Since the classifying space functor B: PsG pd’\g1 — Top commutes with disjoint unions,
the fact that f7 is a weak equivalence implies that each f;(a, b) is a geometric weak
equivalence in Pstd’v’Vg1 .
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Moreover, since X, 51 is discrete,

6-11) Xixyq -5 xaXi 2= [ [ Xi(ao.a1) x Xi(ar,az) x - x X (ag—1. ax)

and similarly for Y.

Now consider the commutative diagram

~X
Xk _ XIXX(‘)I 'I'('XX(‘{XI
(6-12) fi| = lmx--xm
k
Yk ﬁ]}; Y1XY61 XY61Y1

of induced Segal maps, where the left vertical map is a geometric weak equivalence by
assumption, as is the top horizontal induced Segal map (since X € PsG pd$g), while
the right horizontal map is a geometric weak equivalence because of (6-11). Therefore,
;L,f is a geometric weak equivalence, too. |

6.13 Lemma Consider a pushout diagram

Ac B
(6-14) y j ~ ¢
My 4 C

in [N, Gpd], with A € PsGpd}, and j monic. Then:
(a) If Be Pstdz’vg, sois C.
(b) If B € PsGpd},, sois C.

Proof By induction on n > 1:

First note that for any n > 1, g is a geometric weak equivalence, since f is, be-
cause Diag,) preserves pushouts, 4 is in PsGpdy,, and Diag,) j is a cofibration of
simplicial sets.

When n =1, (6-14) is a diagram of groupoids, so (a) is clear, and (b) follows from
Joyal and Street [35, Corollary 3].
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In general, since the pushout is taken in a diagram category, Cy is the pushout of the
objects in simplicial dimension 0, which is therefore in PsGpd{~ U by (b) for n—1,
while for & > 1, Cy is in PsGpdj; ' by (a) for n—1.

Since the functor H(n) is defined by applying 7o to each groupoid, 7y commutes with
pushouts of groupmds and moy is an isomorphism, we see that H(n)C H(")B isin
Pstde by (a) for n—1.

Finally, the Segal condition follows from Lemma 6.10 for g, since g; is a weak
equivalence for each kK > 0, B € PsGpd”_, and Cy € Pstdfl’d_1 .

wg?

This shows (a). Part (b) is immediate. a

6.15 Proposition Assume given a weakly globular pseudo n—fold groupoid X , and
let Y € [N*='", Gpd] be the result of applying the construction of Section 5.9 to the
map y: Xo — W for W := (c(”)H(()”)X)O and 6 = [A""'" Gpd]; then Y is actually
in PsGpdy,, . Moreover, the maps

h
(6-16) x Loy xr

are geometric weak equivalences in PsGpd”,,, where XV is as in Section 5.9.

wg?

Proof First, note that Yy := W is in PsGpd} ! by Definition 6.4. Furthermore, for
any k > 1, Yy is defined by the pushout square of (5-10)

X() Sk) Xk
(6-17) yl fi
O t&)
(€ T5" X)o -~ Yy

where y is a geometric weak equivalence since Xy is in PsGpdp; ! and the iterated
degeneracy map s(x) is one-to-one since it has a left inverse d(x). Thus by Lemma 6.13,
Y, € Pstd’V'Vgl.

The maps f; in (6-17) are geometric weak equivalences, since after applying Diag,,
we obtain a pushout of a weak equivalence along a cofibration in [A°P, Set]. Therefore,
by Lemma 6.10 applied to /', the induced Segal maps for Y are weak equivalences.

Finally, Hg”)Y is obtained by applying 7 to each groupoid of ¥ € [A"~1" Gpd],
and since this commutes with pushouts and 7wy is an isomorphism, we see that
MY = M{Y X, so in particular it is in PsGpdf’;'. This shows that ¥ € PsGpd”,

Since each fj, is a geometric weak equivalence, as is g = ¥ and s =1d for k > 1,
the two maps f and /1 are geometric weak equivalences in PsG pdﬁg. a
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6.18 Notation Let T(p) PsG pd — Gpd denote the fundamental groupoid functor
for PsGpd” , that is, the composue

wg?

ps . 2 . (n—1) 1 (n)
(6-19) T(n) —H HO HO .

6.20 Definition For each n>2 we define a sequence of functors Dlscf) ): PsG pdye —
PsGpdy, (where 1 <k =< n) by setting

(k)
Disc(()k) X :=X"w
(in the notation of Section 5.9), where
(k). k (k) (n)
Yin) * Xo—>( (k). (")HO - TIg X)O

is the composite of the first & maps of (6-3) in dimension 0. We write Discy for

. (D
Dlsc0 .

6.21 Lemma Foreach X € PsG pd@g we have a sequence of natural geometric weak
equivalences

Dlsc(") X Disco X

X f(n) JAQ) (n 1) A
N2 e

y® y@—D y®

Proof Each Y®) is obtained by applying Proposition 6.15 to DISC(k+1)X where
Dlsc("+l)X X, and using (6-16). O
6.22 Definition We now define discretization functors

Dy: PsGpdlt, — [N, Gpd]

for each n > 1 by induction on #, starting with D; :=1d: Gpd — Gpd. For n > 2, we
define D, inductively to be the composite

Discq

D,_ T
PsGpdl, < [AP, PsGpdliy '] —— [AP, PsGpdliy '] —— [A"", Gpd],

where D,_; is obtained by applying D,_; in each simplicial dimension.
Note that D, is simply Discy: Pstd\%vg — Tam?.
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6.23 Theorem The functor D, lands in Tam™ and preserves geometric weak equiva-
lences and fiber products over discrete objects. Furthermore, for every weakly globular
pseudo n—fold groupoid X € PsGpd” _, the groupoid Tgl‘)nDnX is isomorphic to

< we’
T(I:)X , and there is a zig-zag of weak equivalences between D, X and X in the
category PsGpdy,.

Proof By induction on n > 2. For n =2, D, X = Discy X is clearly in Tam? for
any X € Pstd%vg.

In the induction step, note that (D, X )¢ = X, 51 is discrete and (D, X)) = Dp—1 Xy is
in Tam"~!, by induction. So to prove that D, X is in Tam”, it remains to show the
following:

(a) The Segal maps
(6-24) pit (Dn X = (DnX) 1 X0y XDpxrg (Dn X1

are (n—1)—equivalences.

®) 0% D,X isin Tam"!.

To show (a), note that since X € PsGpd” _, the induced Segal maps

wg?
ﬁk k
Xk—)XIXXg -'-XXg'Xl

are geometric weak equivalences for all k£ > 2. Since by induction D,_; preserves
geometric weak equivalences, we have weak equivalences

Dn—le — Dn—l(XIXXg L XXgXl)'

Moreover, (D, X)1 = Dy—1 X1 and (D, X)o = X, g is discrete, so the right-hand side
is an iterated fiber product over discrete objects, and thus (again by induction)

Dy (XIXXO e XXOXI) = (DnX)1X(Dpx) X2 X (ppx)9 (DnX)1,
which proves (a) for n.

To show (b), by Tamsamani’s original definition 5.2 and Proposition 5.5 it suffices to
show that ng‘DnX is a groupoid, which we do by showing that it is isomorphic to

ps
T(n)X . We have

(To DnX )y =moT ™) (DnX)o = moT ™ ) X§ = X¢.

and

(T4 DX )y = 7o T™ 1y (Dn X )i = 70T (" ) D1 X = w0 T,

(n—l)Xk = (TI;,S)X)k-

(
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for k > 1, where we use the induction hypothesis for the equality before last.
It follows that
Tm _ s
Ty DnX = T(n)X,
and since the latter is a groupoid, so is T(E‘;ID,,X . This concludes the proof that D, X
is in Tam”.
Finally, we obtain the required natural zig-zag of geometric weak equivalences
Dy X —.--<Discg X — -« X,
by induction on # > 1, where the right-hand zig-zag is provided by Lemma 6.21.

For n =1, we have D1 X = X, while for n > 2 we use Definition 6.22 to identify
(Dp X))y with (Dy_1 X))y for k> 1:

Dy X Dy_1Xo ——= D,_1 X3 xg
: : : x¢
Disco X Dy X, —= X, xd

using induction to obtain the right-hand vertical zig-zag in each simplicial dimension.
O

6.25 Remark The functor Dy: PsGpdy, — Tam” extends the functor Dy: Gpdy,, —
Tam” of Definition 5.18.

6.26 Remark If X € PsGpd” _, it follows from Theorem 6.23 that BX is an n—type.

wg?

6.27 Definition Let hoPsGpdy, denote the localization of the category PsGpdy,
with respect to the geometric weak equivalences.

6.28 Theorem The functors Q(,,): Top — Gpd"Lg and B: Pstd"fvg — Top, together
with the inclusion J': Gpd@g — Pstng, induce equivalences of categories
B
(6-29) hoP"Top ————=ho Pstd’jvg.
JoQwm)

Moreover, for every T € Top, there is a zig-zag of weak equivalences in P"Top
between P"T and BQ )T, and for X € Pstd@g there is a zig-zag of geometric
weak equivalences between X and Q(,)BX in Pstng.
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Proof All three functors preserve weak equivalences, so we have induced functors
as in (6-29). For any n—type T, we have an isomorphism in hoP” Top between T
and BQ(n)T by Theorem 4.32, which also implies (see Remark 6.26) that for any
X e Pstd@g we have a homotopy equivalence (of CW complexes) in Top

(6-30) BX —> BO(nBX.
By Theorem 6.23 we also have zig-zags of geometric weak equivalences in Pstd@g
(6-31) DyX -« X and  DyQBX — - < QuBX.
Therefore, after applying B to (6-31) we have homotopy equivalences of CW complexes
BD,X —>BX and  BQ()BX —> BD,Q,BX.
Combining these with (6-30) yields a weak equivalence
BDyX — BDy Q) BX

in Top, which by Theorem 5.7 implies that D, X and DnQ(n) BX are isomorphic
in ho Tam”, and thus in ho Pstng. By (6-31) we see that X' and J Q) BX are
weakly equivalent through a zig-zag in Pstd’v’vg. a

6.32 Remark Note that Theorem 6.23 implies that the functor D, induces an equiv-
alence of categories

ho PsGpdy,, = ho Tam".

Together with Theorem 4.32 and Theorem 5.7 this implies the equivalence of categories
(6-29). In the course of the proof of Theorem 6.28 we have further shown that any
weakly globular pseudo n—fold groupoid X € Pstd’v’vg has two different functorial
partial strictifications: the Tamsamani weak n—groupoid D, X, and the weakly globular
n—fold groupoid Q(,,) BX € Gpd’;,g, each equipped with zig-zags of weak equivalences
in Pstd@g from X

(6-33) DyX = X = - Oy BX.

6.34 Definition As in Definition 3.23, for any weakly globular pseudo n—fold
groupoid X and 1 <k <n, we define ilzs k—fold object of arrows to be the pseudo
. 1
(n—k)—fold groupoid W, )X := Xl(_._1 )
k
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6.35 Algebraic homotopy groups and algebraic weak equivalences In analogy to
Section 3.26, for any weakly globular pseudo n—fold groupoid X € Pstng, we
define the k™ algebraic homotopy group of X at xq € Xy...o to be

W(n’n)X(X(),X()) ifk = n,

6-36) Wi (X;x0) =
(636) (X xo) {W(n—k,n—k)(n(()k+l) "' H(()n)X)(xo,xo) if0 <k <n,

with the 0™ algebraic homotopy set of X defined as
wo(X) =1 ... " x.

Amap f: X — Y of weakly globular pseudo n—fold groupoids is called an algebraic
weak equivalence if it induces bijections on the k" algebraic homotopy groups (set)
for all xg € Xg..0o and 0 <k <n.

6.37 Remark As for weakly globular n—fold groupoids (see Remark 5.20), our
definition of algebraic homotopy groups for PsG pd@g generalizes that of Tamsamani [48,
Section 5], and since D, X and X by Remark 6.32 have the same algebraic homotopy
groups, by construction, both provide an algebraic way of calculating the homotopy
groups of BX, as in Theorem 4.6.

Using this fact, one can show that amap f: X — Y in Pstd@g is an n—equivalence
(Definition 6.9) if and only if it is a geometric weak equivalence.

7 Applications and further directions

In this section we provide an application for our model of n—types, and indicate some
directions for future work.

7.A Modeling (kK — 1)—connected n—types

We now provide an algebraic model of (k—1)—connected n—types, and relate it to the
homotopy types of iterated loop spaces. This was mentioned by Baez and Dolan in [2]
as a desirable feature for models of n—types (see also Berger [10]).

Recall that a space X is (k—1)—connected if mgX =0 and 7;(X,x) =0 for 1 <i <
k—1,and all x € X. We denote the category of (k—1)—connected pointed n—types
by P} Top,.

7.1 Lemma If X is a k—connected pointed Kan complex, X is naturally weakly
equivalent to a (k—1)-reduced Kan complex X , thatis, X; = {x} for 1 <i <k —1.
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Proof See Goerss and Jardine [31, Section II1.3]. O

7.2 Definition For any k—connected pointed topological space T € Top,, let S™IT
denote the canonical k—reduced version ST of the singular set ST .

7.3 Definition A homotopically discrete pseudo n—fold groupoid X € PsGpdy; is
contractible if woBX is trivial (so that BX is contractible).

More generally, a weakly globular pseudo n—fold groupoid X € Pstd’;,g is called
(n, k)—weakly globular if for each 0 < r < k, the homotopically discrete pseudo
(n—r—1)—fold groupoid

1- 1 1
Xf D = Wan X)ITY

is contractible. This is the pseudo (n—r—1)—fold groupoid of objects of the pseudo
(n—r)—fold groupoid W, )X € PsGpd{," (see Definition 6.34).

In particular, when r = 0, this just means that the pseudo (n—1)-fold groupoid of
objects X, én) of X in the n™ direction (which is a homotopically discrete pseudo
(n—1)—fold groupoid) is in fact contractible.

We let Pstd(n %) denote the full subcategory of (n, k)—weakly globular pseudo n—fold
groupoids in Pstd’v’vg. Similarly, Gpd\(,vng’k) is the full subcategory of (n, k)—weakly
globular pseudo n—fold groupoids in Gpd&g

We now want to show that Pstd(" ) is an algebraic model of (k—1)—connected
n—types. For this, we need the following:

7.4 Lemma If X isa (k—1)-reduced Kan complex, then Q ;) X is (n, k)—weakly
globular.

Proof By Lemma 4.14(b), (Q(n)X)gn) = Qn-1)Dec X. Since Dec X' =~ ¢(Xy) =
c(*) and Q,_1) preserves weak equivalences of Kan complexes by Proposmon 4.28(b),
we have Q,—1)Dec X >~ Q,—1)(x) = *. Therefore, dN(Q ) X )0 ") s contractible.

We now show by induction on 1 <r < k that

(7_5) W(n,r)Q(n—l)X = (N(n—r+1 ..... I’I)Q X)(l’l r+1,...,n) _ Q(n_r)LqX

(in the notation of (4-11), where L' X := L""'(L1X) for r =2, and L] X = L X)).
The case r =1 is Lemma 4.14(b) for k£ = 1, which implies that we have an isomorphism

(7-6) Wy Q)X := (N® 0y X)) = 0, 1yL1 X
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of (n—1)-fold groupoids. In the induction step, since L X is still a Kan complex, by
(3-25) we can apply the induction hypothesis to the right-hand side of (7-6) (using the
fact that W, )y = Wu—1,-—1)Wn,1)» by Equation (3-25)), to deduce that

W) Q-1 L1 X = Qury L7 (L1 X),
which yields (7-5). From this and Lemma 4.14(a) (for kK = 0) we have
W,y QmyX)o = Qn—r—1)Dec L1 X,
and since Dec L7 X >~ ¢(L]X)o, we have dN W, 1) Q)X )o = ¢ (L] X)o.

Note that since X is (k—1)-reduced, Dec X, and thus L1 X, are (k—2)-reduced, so
by induction L] X is (k—r—1)-reduced. Thus as long as r <k, L X is O-reduced,
$0 AN Wn,ryQm)X)o is contractible. a

7.7 Proposition The functors Q,) and B induce equivalences of categories

n B (n,k)
ho P} Top, ————=hoPsGpdyg .

JOQ(n)oSred

Proof If T € P} Top,, then S™T is (k—1)-reduced, so by Lemma 7.4, OmX €
PsG pdeg’k). The result follows immediately from Theorem 6.28. a

7.8 Remark By Theorem 4.32, the composition of W, x) of Definition 6.34 with
the classifying space functor B lands in P"Top so its restriction to Pstd\(;'g’k) lands
in the category P" K Top of (n—k)—types.

Moreover, if T = QKXY is an (n—k)—type k—fold loop space, applying the k—fold
delooping functor

E@y: PS,_(k — PzTop*
of May [40, Theorem 13.1] yields the (k—1)—connected n—type ¥ = Ex)T € P} Top,.
In fact:

7.9 Proposition For any (k—1)—connected n—type Y € P} Top,, we have a zig-zag
of weak equivalences in P" K Top between BWuiyQmY and QkY , so the weakly
globular (n—k)—fold groupoid Wy k) Q)Y is an algebraic model for Qky.

Proof By inductionon k. Let G := Q(n)Y € Gpdsvngk), so BG =Y in ho P} Top,.

For k = 1, consider the simplicial (n—1)—fold groupoid N ™G . Applying the classi-
fying space functor B: Gpd"~! — Top in each simplicial dimension yields a simplicial
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space Yo = (BWN®™G),. Thus Yy = B(N (")G)( " s contractible, and the Segal
maps for Y, are isomorphisms (since N (”)G(") is the nerve of an internal groupoid),
hence in particular geometric weak equivalences.

As G is weakly globular, applying the functor T(Wf of Definition 5.18 yields a groupoid,
and mpYe = N T gG Since Y|, is contractible, myY, is the nerve of a group. Thus
Y; hasa homotopy inverse (see Dold [24, Theorems 6.3 and 6.4]), so it follows from
Segal [45, Proposition 1.5] that Y; >~ Q|| Ye||. That is,

BG" = BW,1)G ~ QBG.

Since 2BG = QY in ho P” ITOp*,lt follows that BW; 1)G = QY in ho P Top*.
In the induction step, let

H:=W.1G = (N®G)"W

in Gpd(n Lk=1) , where by the inductive hypothesis BW, 1 x—1)H = Qk~1BH in
ho P~ kTop*. By what we have shown above for k = 1 we have

BH = BIN™G)\” ~ QBG.
It follows that there are isomorphisms
BWui)G = BWu—i k-1 H = Q"1 BH = Q*"1(QBG) = Q¥ BG.

in ho P"*Top,. o

7.B Further directions

One motivation in constructing our model for n—types was to obtain useful algebraic
approximations of homotopy theories, that is, of simplicially enriched categories.

Recall that if (¥, ®, I} is any monoidal category, we denote by "—Cat the collection
of all (not necessarily small) V—categories, that is, categories enriched in V" (see
Borceux [13, Section 6.2]). We obtain further variants by applying any (strictly)
monoidal functor P: (V,®) — (V/,®’) to a V—category €. For example, given a
simplicially enriched category X,, for each n > 1 we have a P"[A°P, Set]—category
Ye := P"X,, in which each mapping space Yo(a,b) is the n™ Postnikov section
P"Xo(a,b).

7.10 n-track categories For n > 2, an n—track category is a category enriched in

weakly globular n—fold groupoids (Gpdwg, x), with respect to the cartesian monoidal
structure. The category of n—track categories is denoted by Track.
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Since Q(n): [AP, Set] — Gpd@g preserves products (see Remark 2.41), it induces a
functor
Sm): [A°P, Set]-Cat —> Track,

from simplicial categories to n—track categories. Furthermore, the functors
ny”: Gpd, — Gpdry!
giving the Postnikov decomposition of Gpdz’vg induce functors
P Track, — Tracky—_i
providing the Postnikov decomposition of simplicially enriched categories.

For n = 1, the corresponding k—invariant was described by Baues and Wirsching in [9]
in terms of the Baues—Wirsching cohomology of categories, and a similar result was
obtained in our paper [11] for n = 2, using an algebraically defined cohomology of
track categories. The extension of this to general »n via an appropriate cohomology of
(n—1)—track categories will be investigated in the future.

7.11 Spectral sequences In [7], Baues and Blanc introduced the notion of the Post-
nikov n—stem P[n]X of a topological space X, that is, the system of (k—1)—connected
(n+k)—Postnikov sections P"t*X (k —1) (k = 0,1,...), with the natural maps
between them.

They then show that the E”T2—term of the homotopy spectral sequence of a (co)sim-
plicial space W, (respectively, W*) depends only on the simplicial n—stems P[n]W,
or P[n]W*. Thus we can in principle use the (n+k)—fold groupoid models of each
W,,, or W™ as in Definition 7.3 to extract information about the ¢! —differentials.

However, in many cases of interest — including the (stable or unstable) Adams spectral
sequence, the Eilenberg—Moore spectral sequence and others — a more “algebraic”
approach can be used, using the notion of n'" order derived functors introduced by
Baues and Blanc in [6].

For example, the (unstable) IF,—Adams spectral sequence for a (simply connected)
space X constructed by Bousfield and Kan in [15] is the homotopy spectral sequence
of a cosimplicial space W* obtained as a IF ,—resolution of X . It can be shown that the
E"™*2_term of this spectral sequence depends only on the n—Postnikov sections of the
mapping spaces map(X, E) and map(E, E’) for various products of F ,—Eilenberg—
Mac Lane space E and E’. Thus we do not need a full algebraic model for the
P?[A°P, Set]—category Top, but only for the small subcategory with objects X and E
as above. Since all mapping spaces in this category are themselves simplicial I , —vector
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spaces, the associated n—track category is correspondingly simplified. The case n =1
was treated in great detail by Baues in [5], and some progress on the case n = 2 has
been made by Baues and Frankland in work that is still under way. However, it is clear
from Baues and Blanc [8] that a better conceptual framework, such as an algebraic
model for such “linear” n—track categories, will be needed before any further progress
can be made for n > 2.

Appendix A: Fibrancy conditions on n—fold simplicial sets
In this appendix we prove some technical facts about Or(,):

A.1 Remark Given a map of simplicial sets f: 4 — B and m > 2, let P:=Ory) A4,
Q := Or(y) B, and F = Or(,) f: P — Q. From the description in Section 2.9
we see by induction on m (using (2-11)) that for every multi-index (pq --- pm) the
map of sets F(p,..p,): Pprpm) = Q(pipm) 15 sSimply fp: Ag — By, for £ :=
m—14 py+---+ pm (see (2-10)).

A2 Lemma IfY =Or,) X € [N Set] for some X € [A°P, Set] and n > 2, then
for any two of its n directions 1 < p # g < n, the lower right corner of the bisimplicial
set Z =YD e[ A2 Set] (see Section 2.6(b)) has the form

di+3

Xs+2 Xs+1
dic42

di |di+1|dit2 di |di+1| diy2

dic+3 dc42

(A-3) Xs+2 dicy2 Xs41 X
it dicy1

di || di+1 di || di+1 di || di+1

dlc+2 dk-l—l

Xs+1 dicy1 X Xs—1
dy dic

forsomes>nand 0<i <k <s.

Proof By induction on n > 2, where the case n = 2 is depicted in Figure 1 of Section 2.
Using (2-11), we see that

—~—(2)
Y = Or(n_l) Or(z) X,
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so if we number the » directions of Y so as to the start with the horizontal direction
of Or(y) X, then for any 1 < p # g < n the bisimplicial set Z = Y (P e [A"” Set]
is contained in the (n—1)—fold simplicial set Or(,—_1) Qre, for one of the vertical
simplicial sets of Q := Or(,) X'. Thus the claim for such a Z follows by the induction
hypothesis.

Thus it suffices to treat the case 1 = p < ¢. Since the corresponding vertical maps
in each of the vertical simplicial sets (e, for various ¢, have the same labels (in
terms of the original face maps of X '), the same will be true after applying the functor
Or(,_1) to each of them. This implies that the vertical maps in (A-3) are indeed both
labeled d;, d; 1, for some i < k + 1. However, since each of the simplicial sets Qe
is obtained by repeated applications of Dec to X (see (2-12)), we must have omitted
at least the maximally labeled face map diy1: Xx4+1 — Xk . by definition of Dec.
Therefore, among the various face maps of X appearing in Org,_1) Qte, the map
dig+1: Xg+1 — Xy cannot appear. Thus, we actually have i < k.

From Figure 1 (or from the fact that the bisimplicial set Q, as a (vertical) simplicial
object over [A°P, Set], is the resolution of X produced by the comonad Dec’), we
see that the horizontal maps in Q are always the face maps of maximal consecutive
indices for any given Q; ; = X; jy1: for example, the bottom left horizontal maps in
Figure 1 are dy,d>: X, — X;.

On the other hand, by Remark A.1 (for m = n — 1), the two pairs of horizontal maps in
(A-3) are just those that appear in the rightmost sequence of horizontal maps in Figure 1:
namely, dy,dp4+1: Xg+1 — Xx and dy 41, dgy2: Xg42 = Xg41. Thus when p =1,
in fact k = s —1 in (A-3) (as for the front and back squares in Figure 2). a

Proposition (Proposition 2.39) If X € [A°P, Set] is a Kan complex, then Y :=
Or(,) X is (n,2)—fibrant.

Proof Forevery 1 < p <n, the simplicial set ¥ (?) is obtained from X by repeated
applications of Dec and Dec’, so it is still a Kan complex, and the same is true of
csk, Y.

For each bisimplicial set of the form (A-3), denote by W and Z the middle and
right vertical simplicial sets, respectively, with ¢: W — Z the horizontal map in
[A°P, Set] given by dy: Wy = X5 —> Zo = Xs—1, dgg1: W1 = Xy41 > Z1 = X,
and so on. Similarly, denote by U and V' the middle and bottom horizontal simplicial
sets, respectively, with y: U — V the vertical map in [A°P, Set] given by d;: U; =
Xs4j = Vj=Xsqj_yg forall j >0.

By Definition 2.31 and Lemma A.2, in order to verify that Y is (n, 2)—fibrant, we must
check that csk, ¢ and csk, i are fibrations for any choice of (A-3) with i < k. This
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means that we must show that a lifting g exists for every solid commuting square of
one of the two following forms

N —L—— v N —L——w
(A-4) lif § Lw tif § Ld)
Aml—f .y Afm] —% z
(a) (b)

for m=1,2 and 0 < j <m (where A/[m] C dA[m] consists of all but the ;™ face
of A[m], and i;: A/[m] < A[m] is the inclusion).

Case 1 When m =1 in (A-4) (a), the map f: A/[1]— U (j =0, 1) corresponds to
a 0-simplex ¢ € Uy, that is, an s—simplex o € X (since Uy = X and A/[1] = A[0]),
and the map g: A[l] - V corresponds to a 1-simplex T € V7, that is, an s—simplex
T € Xs.

Commutativity of the solid square in (A-4)(a) — that is, Y o /' = g oi; — means that
d/'(¥) = y(5). that is,

(A-5) d,g(_f_jr = d%o.

A lift g: A[1] = U corresponds to a 1-simplex @ € Uy, that is, an (s+1)-simplex
o € X541, and commutativity of the two triangles in (A-4) (a) translates into the two
conditions d le (@) =6 and Y (@) =7, that is,

X; X;
(A-6) dk+J1r3rj w=0 and d*w=r.

Combining (A-5) and (A-6) yields the simplicial identity
(A-7) didg41+j0 = diyjdio,
since i < k.

The two s—simplices o and t satisfying (A-5) define a map from the following pushout
P in [A°P, Set]:

Ni

Als—1]

Als]

nk+jt j
[ro] ¥

Als]
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Since P is a union of two s—simplices along a common face, it is a contractible
subspace of A[s+1], so P < A[s+1] is an acyclic cofibration in [A°P, Set]. Because
X is fibrant, a lift w: A[ls+1] — X for (0,7) — and thus g: A[m] — U — always
exists.

Case2 When m = 2 in (A-4)(a), the map f: Aj[g] — U (j =0,1,2) corresponds
to a pair of 1-simplices &, B € U; with dpa = dyf8, where

(1,1) ifj=0,
(A-8) (p.q)=1(0,1) ifj=1,
(0,0) if j =2.
This means that we have «, 8 € X541 = Uy with
XS+1 _ Xs
(A-9) i p® = Aty P

The map g: A[2] — V corresponds to 0 € X541 = V5, and the map g: A[2] > U
corresponds to w € Xs4».

Commutativity of the solid square in (A-4)(a) means that

(A-10) G5to=da  ad  @Siio=dp.

Commutativity of the upper triangle in (A-4)(a) means

Xs+2 _ Xs+2 —
(A-11) dk+1+pa)—oz and dk+1+qa)—,8,

and commutativity of the lower triangle in (A-4)(a) means

(A-12) o =0

Combining (A-10), (A-11) and (A-12) yields the two simplicial identities
(A-13) didi 114 p0 = di4 pdiw and didi 41490 = dg44dio.
since i < k. The existence of w follows as above.

The analogous cases for (A-4)(b) are obtained from these by applying the inversion 7*
of Remark 2.2. O
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