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This paper presents a nonlinear high-order theory for cylindrical sandwich shells with flexible cores,
extending a previously presented high-order theory for sandwich plates. The outer and inner faces are
assumed to be relatively thin compared to the core and the effects from the core compressibility are ad-
dressed in the solution by incorporating the extended nonlinear core theory into the constitutive relations
of the cylindrical shells. The governing equations and boundary conditions for the cylindrical shells are
derived using a variational principle. Numerical results are presented for the cases where the two faces
and the core are made of orthotropic materials. These results show that this model could capture the
nonlinearity in the transverse stress distribution in the core of the cylindrical sandwich shell. Numerical
results are presented on the details of the stress and displacement profiles for a cylindrical sandwich shell
under localized external pressure. This study could have significance for the optimal design of advanced
cylindrical sandwich shells.

1. Introduction

Unique properties such as high stiffness/weight and strength/weight ratios present increasing promise for
applications of cylindrical sandwich shells in aerospace and marine vehicles, such as aircraft fuselage
sections, rockets and submarine hulls. A cylindrical sandwich shell consists of outer and inner stiff thin
faces made either from homogeneous metallic materials or composite laminates, separated by a thick
core of soft foam or honeycomb. In the analysis of the sandwich construction, it is routinely assumed
that the face sheets carry the in-plane and bending loadings and the core transmits the transverse normal
and shear loads [Plantema 1966; Vinson 1999]. These classical theories also consider the transverse
displacement of the core to be the same as the displacements of the middle surface of the two face sheets.
The variation in thickness (compressibility) of the core is often neglected.

However, recent studies show that the core could experience significant changes in thickness [Liang
et al. 2007; Nemat-Nasser et al. 2007; Li et al. 2008]. As a consequence, there is an increasing concern
on the influence of core compressibility on the behavior of sandwich structures. Efforts to address this
issue are demonstrated through the formulation of various advanced high-order sandwich models in the
literature [Frostig et al. 1992; Pai and Palazotto 2001; Hohe and Librescu 2003; Li and Kardomateas
2008]. Models considering the core compressibility may not only give a more accurate solution to simpler
problems, but may also help to analytically address some otherwise difficult problems such as debond
behavior [Li et al. 2001], shock wave propagation and energy absorption in sandwich structures.

In previous work, we derived a high-order sandwich plate theory [Li and Kardomateas 2008], in which
the transverse displacement of the core is no longer assumed a constant, but it is a fourth order function
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of the transverse coordinate. The in-plane displacements vary as fifth order functions of the transverse
coordinate. The current paper presents an adaptation of this nonlinear high-order core model to the
configuration of cylindrical sandwich shells. The derivation procedure of this theory is similar to the
one in [Li and Kardomateas 2008] but accommodated to the specific geometry of cylindrical sandwich
shells. In the development of the advanced cylindrical sandwich shell model, the following assumptions
have been made:

(1) The face sheets satisfy the Kirchhoff-Love assumptions and their thicknesses are small compared
with the overall thickness of the sandwich section. The transverse displacements in the faces do not
vary through the thickness. In the current paper, the two face sheets are considered to have identical
thickness.

(2) The core is compressible in the transverse direction, that is, its thickness may change.

(3) The bonding between the face sheets and the core is assumed perfect.

The paper is organized as follows: We first extend the high-order sandwich plate compressible core
theory to the cylindrical sandwich shell. In the derivation, the cylindrical coordinate system (X, s, z) is
introduced and located at the middle plane of the core or the face sheets. The transverse displacement
of the initial mid-plane is considered as an unknown function of the coordinates (x, s). The axial, cir-
cumferencial and transverse displacements in the core are then expressed as functions in terms of the
displacements of the two face sheets and the displacement of the core initial mid-plane. The displacement
continuity conditions along the interface between the face sheet and the core are employed. We then
formulate the governing equations, boundary conditions, and solution procedure for cylindrical sandwich
shells. As a representative, the equations for an orthotropic sandwich shell are studied in detail. Next, the
numerical results for a typical cylindrical sandwich shell with three orthotropic phases (two face sheets
and a core) are presented. Finally, we draw some conclusions and suggestions on future work.

2. Extension of high-order sandwich plate theory to shells

Let a coordinate system (x, s, z) be located at the middle plane of the face sheets or the core with x in
the axial direction, s in the circumferential direction, and z in the outward normal direction (Figure 1),
and (4, v, w) be the corresponding displacements. R; and R, are the radii of the middle surface of the
inner and outer face, respectively; L is the shell length; the outer and inner faces are assumed to have an
identical thickness, & ¢, and the core thickness is A.. Also set R = (R, + R;)/2.

2A. Displacement field representation. In the classical sandwich model, the compressibility of the core
in the thickness direction is ignored. This may give a good approximation in simple and preliminary
studies. However, in many more demanding cases, such as a sandwich structure subject to blast/impact
loading, consideration of the transverse compressibility of the core may be needed. In the high-order core
theory proposed in [Li and Kardomateas 2008], the transverse displacement in the core (-h./2 <z < h./2)
is in the form

272 87 272 87t z 47
wC(x,s,z):(1—h—g—h—ﬁ)wg(x,s)+(h—%+h—?)w(x,s)—(h—c+ﬁ)w(x,s), (1)
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Figure 1. A cylindrical sandwich shell.

and the in-plane displacements in the core are in the form

X hy .
U (x,5,2) = ulx, s) — hf/zﬁ(xm+zh—’;w,‘x<x,s,z),
Z h @
0%, 5,2) =0 8) = a0 8) + 2 Fly (e, ),

In these equations, wg(x, s) is the transverse displacement of the middle surface of the core; w(x, s) is
the average of the displacements of top face sheet, w’ (x, s) and bottom face sheet, w”(x, s); and w(x, s)
is half of the difference of these displacements. Similar definitions hold for the corresponding in-plane
displacements.

This high-order core theory could be extended to other geometric configurations such as shapes with
curvature, provided the thickness of the face sheets is small compared to the total thickness of the
sandwich structure. In this work, it will be extended to cylindrical sandwich shells with orthotropic
phases. The thin face sheets of the shell satisfy the Kirchhoff-Love assumptions. Therefore, setting
h = (h. + hy)/2, one has for the displacements in the outer face, —(h./2 + hy) < z < —h./2, the
expressions

ut(xa s, Z) = uf)(x, S) - (Z +h’)wfx(xa S)a
v'(x,s,2) =1)6(x,s)—(z+h)wfs(x,s), 3)
w'(x,s,z) =w'(x,s),

and for the and displacements in the inner face, ho/2 < z < h./2+ hy,

uh(x, 5,2) = ug(x, s)—(z— h)wf’x(x, s),
vb(x,s,z):vg(x,s)—(z—h)wf’s(x,s), @)

w’(x,5,2) = w’(x, ).
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In order to take the core compressibility into account, nonlinear models can be proposed. The one
proposed here satisfies all the displacement continuity conditions along the interface between the core
and the face sheets, as shown in [Li and Kardomateas 2008].

2B. Strain-displacement relation. For thin face sheets, one can obtain the strain tensor at a point in the
outer face sheet of the cylindric sandwich shell as

t t t
€ €0x uO,x
[€l=] e | =] € | +@+DIKT=|vh,+w' /R, | + @+ h)K']. 5)
V)gs y(gxs uf),s + U(t),x

A similar expression holds for the strain tensor in the inner face,

b b b
€x €ox uO,x
b b b
(1= el | =| € | +G@—mI"1=|ob, +wb/Ri | + @ —m)Ix"]. (©6)
b b b b
Vxs y()xs uO,s + DO,x
In these equations,
t,b t,b
Ky _w,xx
t,by _ t,h | — t,b
[x"7]= K =\ —wi |- @)
t,b t,b
Kx's _zw,xs

The core is considered undergoing large rotation with small displacements and its in-plane strains
could be neglected. Therefore, one can derive the strain-displacement relations of the core from equations
(1) and (2) as follows:

EC 1 +2z 6z2_|_16z3 rs) 4Z+32Z3 ¢ (r.5)+ 1 +2z+6z2+1613 bx.s)
=-——+t——— wXx,S)—\ —+—— Jwolx,s Tz w x,s
¢ 2he  h2 K3 n? ’ R2 " ot )0 2he  h2 T K3 n? o

2 _ c
Vxe = U s) + m@uw', (x, s) + n)wf  (x, ) + 13w’ (x, ), ®)

2 _ v
Vsz = —h—v(x, $) + m@w'(x, ) + m()wf , (x, s) + n3(D)w’ (x, s) — -

c

in which R—h./2 <r < R+ h./2 and

1 hf Z hf 22 hf 23 hf Z4
— () (1 43) S (144 ) a1 4520 2
) (2+h0)hc+( * hc)h% ( R VeI G P

c

hy 3hy\ 22 Shy\ 2*
=1+ L) -2(1+=2L )5 -1+ )4, 9
o= (145) -2+ 3 ) 5 -s(+ 5 ®
+

1 ke z hi\ 22 he\ 23 he z*
Y=(=+-L )=+ (1+3L )5 +2(14+4L )= +4(14+5-1 )=
G (2+hc)hc ( - hc)h2+ ( * he hg+ + he ) h4

c
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2C. Constitutive relation. The face sheets of the shell are made of orthotropic laminated composites
and the core is also orthotropic. The stress-strain relationship for any layer of the faces reads as

Oy 011 Q12 Qis €x
os | =] Q12 O QO € |, or [o]l=[0]le], (10)
Txs Q16 02 Qe Vxs

where the Q;;, for i, j =1, 2, 6, are the reduced stiffness coefficients. The stress-strain relations for the
orthotropic core are written as

c _ pc,c __ ¢ . C c _ c . C
GZ =E Gz’ Txz = zeyxzv Tsz - Gszysz- (11)

Here, we define the resultants for the outer face sheet of the sandwich shell by

N; —he/2 /2
[N]=| N! =/ [Ut]dZ=/ [Q'1le"1dz = [Alle)] + [BlIx'],
t _(hc/z“"hf) —(h(:/2+/’lf)
NXS
: (12)
M, —he/2
= m | = [ (oo = BN+ D))
K M, —(he/2+hp)
in which the stiffness coefficients are defined as
N —he/2
[Agj’Bitj’Dt(j]:/ 0;[1, z+h), (z+h)’ldz. (13)
—(he/24hys)

Applying a similar procedure, one can obtain the expressions for the resultants in the inner face sheet.

3. Equilibrium equations and boundary conditions

The cylindrical sandwich shell is assumed subject to external and internal pressure g’ (x, s). Let U
denote the strain energy and W the work of external forces. The variational principle (equivalent to a
virtual displacement approach) states that

(U —W) =0, (14)

in which

L —he)2
U= / % (/ (o0, +0;de; + 73,0y ) (Ro +2) dz
0 _

he/2—hy

he/2
[ Gt bt R+ D) dz
~he/2 (15)

he/2+hs
+ / (025€b +6b5eb + 10 oy ) (R +2) dz) do dx,
he/2

L L
oW =/ j{qt’b(x, s)ow"? dsdx +/ j{Nx(x, s)ouds dx.
0 0
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We now introduce the notation
hy he
=— and = —.
a - S R
For the thin face sheets of R; +z = R;, R, + 7= R, and f « 1, one can obtain the equilibrium equations
and boundary conditions by substituting the stress strain relations (10)—(11) strain-displacement relations
(5)—(9) and the displacement representation equations (1)—(4) into (15), then into (14) and employing

integration by parts. For the outer face sheet this results in the governing equations

1 4 22 ;
duy: —N, , — R—N;‘g,g + G, (E(uf) —ub) — gR w'. — —Ruw, gR w,bx) =0,
o

Bt 15 B
1
ovf : —Nfcg’x—R Nj g+ G5 (Cov) — C7Ug+é“8wfg +C9w8,9+510w,b9>=0:

) | I 61+238 , 35841158 53,
dwy : —( xxx+R ngg-I-RzMeae RONI)'i'E;( 218 w' + 1058 w6+105ﬁw
+(1RG;z(u0,x_uo,x)+Gsz((lll)00 511000) ORI GLw] — (G 0l

~ ORI G = (GG g9 — R Gl = 0G0y = Qu(x,0,1) =0

For the compressive core:

c

ows: E€
Yo B ( 1055 " T0s™0 T 10sp
+ %2 Gc (Mé),x - Mg,x) + ng (Clcl U(t)ﬁ - 5161 03,9) - (3R2G)Cczw,txx - CICZngw,t(J(J

35841158 , 716 358 — 1158 b)
w

_CSRZG;wa,xx C13Gszw0 00 C3R G Cl4Gszw 00 =0.
For the inner face sheet:
1 4 ] 22 0
b. b b b b\ _
oug: —Ny, — E‘Ng’e -Gy, (E(% —ug) — ER w', — 1—5R W, — ER w’ ) =0,

1 - - - -
b. b b c t b t c b\ __
51)0 : —Nx(_),x — EN(_),Q — GSZ ((71)0 — Cél)o - CSU),@ - (911)0’9 - Clow’e) = 0,
i

2 1 1 53 358 — 1158 61 —23p
b. b b ’
owy : —( xxx+RM9x9+Rl Mg gp — Rl_Nx)JFEg(lOSﬁwZJF 1054 wh+ 218 u))

+ 51RG;Z (M6 X MO x) + GC (Clbl v(t),6’ - Eflvgﬁ) - §4R2G;zw,txx - CIbZGEZw,IOO
_53R2G)Cczw(c),xx Cl3Gszw0 00 CZR G Cl4Gszw00 Qi(x,0,1)=0

The constants ¢; and (i”c’b, fori =1,2,..., 14, in these equations are functions of § and a and are
listed in the Appendix.
The corresponding boundary conditions at x =0, L are
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uhp=u" or N.=N!,

w'=w' or

Niw! o+ M +Nygw!, +2My  +GS (G R(ug —up) + o R 0! + o R wf  +aRPw’) = O,

t __ r__ t
w,=w, or Mx_Mx,

6= 1w or %R(ug — ) +4“3R2u)fx +(5R2w6,x +E3R2w,hx = 0.,
uf’):ﬁb or Nf:ﬁf,
wl =" or

NYw! +M AN wly +2M |+ G5 (G R —ufp) +84 R 0! + G R i AR w)) = O,

w,bx = @f’x or M?=mb,
where the superscript ~ denotes the known external boundary values. At § = 0 and 2z, continuity
conditions hold.

For the sandwich shell made out of orthotropic materials, the governing equations for the outer face
sheet can be rewritten as

o AL 8% 4GS Al + AL 9%0! a Al
Al 766 Y Xz t 12 66 0 Gc 12 t
( 2 TR 2T )”°+ R, oxo0 \ 3 TR, )
2 . 4GS
+ s RGO wh. + ﬂ”u’0’+2G‘ Rw’ =0, (16)

Al + AL &ul) , 0 AL, &7 . (A
R, 6x60+(A668 2+Fﬁ_zﬁG§Z)” +(RZ ~ &G )

— 0GS,wh g+ (G0 — (100G w5 =0, (17)

o D, +2D.  o* DI o* (614+23B)EC 02 o Al
t 12 66 22 Z 2 12 t
(Dll ox 4—}_2 R2 0x202 R4 594 218 —OR GC _4412 57 892+ )w
o
Al oul) a (358 + 1ISB)ES 52 0?

b 53EC 2 ¢ 82 2
+R_§ 60 SZaH(CIIUO (llDO)+ lOSﬂ C GXZ__é‘M'GSZa@z

)w = Qo(x,0). (18)

Similarly, the equation for the core can be recast as

22 (358 + 11SB)ES o2 o2
Echz o T G110 0,6 ( 1058 3R Giza 5 Clch?z@ '
TI6ES o 02 c 0%\ . 22 .
+ 1055 —(5R zea 513Gsz692 Wy — 15G qu G ’)00

w?=0. (19)

(358 — 115B)E¢ 5 e 07 0?
+( 1055 —GR G;Ccz__CMngﬁ



1460 RENFU LI AND GEORGE KARDOMATEAS

Finally, for the inner face sheet:

o | Ab ? 4GS Ab,+ AL %) (¢ A
( b 66 xz)ub+ 12 66 9 Vo —|—(CIRG§ +£)w,bx

AP — 4 266 7
Mox2 " R2o02 B )" R oxa0  \p~ ¥ R
22 4GS L
+ ERG;ng,X + ﬂ“ uy + G;ZFwax =0, (20)

Ab, + Al 0%uf 2 Ab, ot . Ab
221 766 7 0 (4l 22 7 - GO ol — G¢ — 222 ),,b
Ri  0xd0 ( ©ax2 " R2 062 £6Giz Joo =\ ProGie = 2 Jwo

i

— 9GS wh g+ G0 — G w'y =0, (21)

ot Db 4+2DP a4 Db, 8% (61-23B)ES (- 82 02\ A
b 12 66 22 z 2 ~c b ~c 12 b
[Dn@” R oo Rt 2ip ‘(@R Gx@*é’m%@)*ﬁ]“’
1 l l
_ C0 e Aboub (358 —1I15R)ES . , & , .\ .
+CIRG;za(MO_u0)+R_0§ 1057 — B3R G5 — 3G g | 00
Alfz 808 c 9 b Zbh b S3E7 2 e o’ b e 0*
+R_12¥+Gu£((llv(t)_(1100)+ (105;; — (R ze@—élstzﬁ)wt =0i(x,0,1). (22)

It should be noted that since this new core theory is a three-dimensional approximation model for the
core (but more efficient than a complete three-dimensional elasticity approach), none of the existing shell
theories could produce identical governing equations.

4. A cylindrical sandwich shell under external pressure

In this section the solution procedure for the response of sandwich shells will be demonstrated through
the study of simply supported cylindrical shell under external pressure. The boundary conditions are

w'=0, w'=0, w'=0, M =0, M’=0, for x=0,L.

and vf), w', w°, vg , wb, M;y and Mi?y are continuous at § = 0, 2. As such, the displacements can be

set in the form

i MM X iy TX

uy = Ul cos cosnd, ub= Ub  cos cos nb,
n=0 n=0
M,N M,N

r_ t b_ b )

vy = E Vo SIN sinnf, vy = E Vi SIN sinnd, (23)
n=0 n=0
M.N M.N mmx M.N mmXx

w' = E W! . sin cosnd, w’= E WP sin cosnf, w'= W, sin cosné,
n=0 n=0 n=0
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t c b b
Wmn’ Wmn’ Umn’ an

where U}, VI, and W2 are constants to be determined. The applied external

and internal loading Q,(x, @) and Q;(x, &) can be, respectively, expressed in the form

M,N M,N
Q,(x,0) = Z sz sin % cos no, Qi(x,0)= Z Qf,m sin ? cos nb, (24)
m=0 m=0
n=0 n=0
where 0 <6 < 27z and the coefficients are defined form =0,...,M andn =0, ..., N as
R 2 L r® .. 2 L r0®
o= —/ / 0o(x,0)dx db, O, = —/ / Qi(x,0)dxdo. (25)
anr Jo Jo ar Jo Jo

Substituting equations (23)—(25) into the governing equations (16)—(22), one can obtain a set of equa-
tions in matrix form:

[KMN]Umn = Lmn, (26)
where the displacement vector Uy, is defined as Uy, = [U},, V. , Wi ~We U ~vE Wb 1T and

the loading vector F,,, as [0.0, 0.0, Q% ., 0.0, 0.0, 0.0, Q! 17. The [K™V]is a 7 x 7 matrix, whose
entries are given on the next page. Once the applied loading is given, the displacements can be found by

solving (26) for each pair (m, n) until the solutions in form of (23) converge as m and n increase.

Results for a cylindrical sandwich shell under localized external pressure. Assume that a constant
pressure loading is applied on a portion of the outer face sheet:

T T
,0)=po, 0<x=<a, ——=<0=<-.
p(e.0)=po. O<x=a, —T=0<%
From equations (24) and (25) one can obtain the following loading in the transformed space for
m=1,2,3,...:
, MT , M

0 2 , 0 8 . . nm 123
=" posin® —, =——posin® —sin— n=1,2,3,...
(e — 2 = 2O 2 4

The relationship for the Poisson’s ratio, v;; = v;; E; /E;, will be applied since the sandwich structure
consists of orthotropic phases. In the following study, we set the radius of the core middle plane, R =
0.8 m. Its core thickness is 7. = R with f =1/10. The thickness of two face sheets is the same, hy = ah,,
with o = 1/20. The length of the sandwich shell is set as L = 1.5 m. The face sheets of this cylindrical
sandwich shell have the following elastic constants (in GPa): E { = 40.0, E{ = 10.0, E; = 10.0,
G{z =4.50, Gé; =3.50, G:{l = 4.50; Poisson’s ratios: 1)1f2 =0.065, v3fl =0.26, vé = 0.40. The core is
made of orthotropic honeycomb material with elastic constants reading as (in GPa): E{ = E5 = 0.032,
ES = E{ =0.30, G{, =0.013, G5, = 0.048, G5, = 0.048; Poisson’s ratios: v{, = v§, =v5, =0.25.

In the computation of results, M = 16 and N= 10 in equations (23) is required for the numerical
convergence. The displacements are normalized by poh;.:/(Eyr), where h;,, is the total thickness of
the shell; the stress normalized by pg in the following study. Figure 2 plots the normalized mid-plane
displacements in the outer face sheet, core and inner face sheet as a function of x at & = 0. One can readily
see that the displacements in the three phases of the cylindrical shell are not identical, implying that the
current theory can capture the compressibility of the core in the cylindrical sandwich shells. It can also
be seen that the displacement difference in magnitude between the outer face and the core mid-plane is
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11 Ay (2 ) Ag6(R ) ~Gfa 12 (At A T B 13 —(A’lz/Ro+ﬁoRG;Z)"Z—”

14 _%Giz% 15 G,/a 160 17 —fIGS R™E 21 — (Y, + A

mnn
)

2+oc

22 —Ag6( ) A’22( )+/~32ng 23 (Afy/R2+ 52 fuGe 24(2+a),b’5G§Zn

2+0c

250 26 —f3GS, 27 PaGén 31 —RﬁGG;Z"Z—” 32 fas

4 D' 42D mz\ , D! (61—230)E¢
b (mn) Py 1P 166 (_) 2 122 4 ( )
33 Diy; p + R L) + R n’ 4+ o + p71G + ps Gy,

ma\* Dy +2Ds imaN\2 5 Dhyy 4 (358—115a) ES . ma \? -2
34 Doy () 2t (M) o 4 05+ (POLTE) + huGin

35 RAeGS, " 36 ,/)’42“C

2D! 2 D! S3E¢
37 D311( )+2 D}, + 366(m7f)n2+ 22,4 '—ﬂnG (a)  BuGEn?

R? a R 105
41 —EGC TL 42 —GLQ2+a)fsn 43 —(% oG ( ) ﬁlOng”lz)
(AL e ™)~ BraGin ISGC ML 46 (2—a)GE,fsn
47 _(3584;3%)”’ pisGe. (ME ) ~ oG 51 G ja 520 53 fyGeR™E
54 %GC MT 55 —Al]’l(’”” )Z—Agﬁ(%) —~ G, Ja 56 —(AL, + 6)’"’r n

57 (B1RGE )a — A /R, 610 62 —p3GSn 63 B4GE.n 64(2—0:),85G§Zn

N R 2 AAb
At mni b (T b (1 . A5
5 —(Ay + 6) R; 66 A66( ) +A22(R,-) + p G5, 67 (R12 2+aﬁ4 sz)
71 —RAHIGS, L 72 —B4GEn
» 4 DY, +2DY (mm )2 D” 53E‘
73 Df“(m_ﬂ) +2u(_) R P BuGE. ( ) — BinGEn
a R; a R;
4 Db, +2D) 2, D} 358-+115a) EC
A DZ“(’M) +2%(ma_n) e 1;3*2”4_( 105a o isG (" ) T hieGan
i i
mm
75 Rﬁ]GC z
mm \* b§12+2D366 mr\? 2 Dé’zz 4 (61+230c)E
D ) 2—(—) z ( )
" 3“( al) R? )T R TP + B17Gs + BisGgn

Table 1. Matrix [K V] in (26). The number 12 introduces the entry M =1, N =2, etc.
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Figure 2. Mid-plane transverse displacement in the outer face sheet, core and inner face
sheet as a function of x at @ = 0.

larger than that between the core mid-plane and the inner face sheet. This observation demonstrates that
the radial displacement in the core is a nonlinear function with respect to the radial coordinate.

Figure 3 presents the cross-sectional shapes of the outer face sheet mid-plane cut through x = L /6,
L/4 and L/2. The undeformed shape is also plotted as a reference. It can be seen that the cross-section
deforms the most from its original shape at the middle of the cylindrical shell in the axial direction
(x = L/2), in particular within the region —z /4 < 6 < 7 /4 of each cross section where the loading is
applied.

Figure 3. The deformed cross-sectional shape of the mid-plane in the outer face sheet
atx = L/6, L/4 and L/2, along with the undeformed cross-sectional shape.
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Normalized Transverse Stress in Core, 6/p,

Cross-section at X =L/2
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Figure 4. Variation of transverse stress through the core of the shell for various 6.

We also investigated the transverse (radial) stress distribution in the core of the sandwich shell, one
of the most interesting issues in sandwich structural studies. The results are plotted in Figures 4 and
5 (where + denotes expansion pressure and — compressive pressure). Figure 4 shows the transverse
stress for the cross-section x = L /2 at different 6. We see that the stress varies with 6 from completely
compressive (at § = 0) to completely expansive pressure (at § = 7). The maximum stress in magnitude
happens along the interface between the core and the outer face sheet on which the loading is applied.
This maximum stress is compressive. The maximum expansion stress happens at § = = /2, also at the
interface between the core the outer face sheet. This suggests that these could be the possible positions
for damage initiation — useful knowledge for the optimal design of cylindrical sandwich shells.

The variation of the transverse stresses at § = 0 for different cross-sections is presented in Figure 5.
The results show that the maximum compressive stress for each cross-section occurs along the interface
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Normalized Transverse Stress in Core, o/p,

1 1 1 1 1 1
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Figure 5. Cross-sectional shape of the mid-plane of the outer face sheet for various x.
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between the outer face sheet and the core. Another interesting observation in this study is that the global
maximum compressive stress (of 2.2662) is found around (x = 0.2L, 8 =0), not at (x =0.5L, § = 0),
where the transverse compressive stress is 1.98787. If one uses the value at (x = 0.5L, 0 = 0) as the
design criterion, it could yield 12% error. This approximation may be acceptable in some preliminary
designs. For an accurate design, one may have to find out the exact global maximum compressive and
expansion stresses. Therefore, the study in this work can provide useful guidelines for the design of
advanced cylindrical sandwich shells.

5. Conclusions

We have developed an analytical solution for a cylindrical sandwich shell with flexible core. A nonlinear
high order model for cylindrical sandwich shells is formulated by extending our previous work on sand-
wich plates. The governing equations and boundary conditions thus derived have the compressibility
of the core included. The solution procedure for an orthotropic sandwich cylindrical shell is studied in
detail. Numerical results for external pressure loading exerted on a portion of the outer face sheet are
presented. The observations from the numerical results suggest the following conclusions:

(1) The mid-plane displacements of the outer face sheet, the core and the inner face sheet are not
identical.

(2) The transverse displacement distribution in the core through its thickness is a nonlinear function of
the radial coordinate.

(3) The maximum stress in magnitude occurs at the interface between the core and the face sheets on
which the loading is applied.

(4) The present nonlinear model is able to capture the nonlinear stress and displacement profiles and
predict the global maximum stress and its location. Therefore, this study can have significance for
the design of advanced cylindrical sandwich shells.
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Appendix: Constants appearing in the governing equations (page 1458)

When constants are given together, separated by commas, the upper signs correspond to the symbol(s)
before the comma and the lower signs to the symbol(s) after the comma.

(1, (1= (86 +30apf 447 + 11ap?) /30,
02, O = (1168 + 7460 + 12350 + 47 % £ 31504 4+ 5174 %) /1260,
(3, 03 = (74P + T4ap — 76602 f & 37 % F286a>52) /1260,

G = (=228 — 22ap + 1612 ) /1260, Cs = (7764 +776ap + 15324 ) /1260,
- 245 2+8
Godo= | £ 168+ @F P03 0] o= a6 g0 T,
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1
G0l = ¢W[2ﬂ [2(240—605+204° —55 ~4p*+135°)
+a(9120— 10808 +2204>+ 18047 —2164* +1375°)]
—15[64— 168 — 4%+ B° +20 (608 — T2 — 362+ 183 —235* +35%)| log ;fg]
O N S 2 3_4p4 5
== gar 262040+ 60p-+208>+ 55>~ 45*+35%)

+a(9120+25208 45804 +3008° —968* +475°) |

+15Q+p)[—324+88—4B>+2/° + B*+20(—304+685 — 285>+ 115 +3* )]log2+ﬂ

2—p

oG =% 3Oﬁ5[8ﬁ[60 1584202 =53 — 115 +0(720— 1508+ 18052 —3553 —115%)]
—15[32— 8+ 82— 2% 4B+ 5 +2a(192— 405 +3252 — 6> — 8% + %) | log 24|

2— 4

fo=(f = 3055[8ﬁ[ 60—158—208> =58> +115*+a(~720— 1508 — 180> —354° + 115%)]

+15[324-88+8p7+2p% —4p* — B +2a(192+408 432> +6° —8* — p°) ] log 2+

2—p

[2ﬁ[2(—240+60ﬁ—20ﬁ2+5ﬂ3+4ﬂ4+3ﬁ5)
+a(—9120+25205 — 58057 +3008° +96 8* +475°)]

+15[64—16p—4"+B°+2a(608— 168~ 125> —64° —175*+35%) | log ﬁfﬁ]’

b 1
a0 =500 pF

28[2(—240—608—208%—54° +4B* +135°)
+a(—9120— 10805 —2204%+180p° +2164* +1375°)]

F15Q2—B)[32+248+ 128 +64>+ B* +2a.(304+ 188 +76 8 +294° +3 )] log §f§]

- - —1
Go=Ch = —60(2—ﬂ)ﬁ5[

—6720—5602+756*4+555°+205% £235°
+70>(—369600F739208+ 16082 F 186408° 4177008+ 1576 8°
—1888° +48457 —975% £915°)
+a(—309120F336008 —89604%F112004° +235764* £980.8°
+6404°+52087 —305° £2434°) ]
+105Q2£8)*[(8F4B+25°F £°) +40 (136 F656 4 +432 47 F248 > + 788 F21 57 +45°)

+40%(6160F49285+28724%F 14323 +3858* F864° +13°)] log gfé]

t b __ 1
(12> ¢1a = m[‘w[

4B[6720+5608% 756" —558°+26"

+7a2 (369600 —44804% —202208* —3164°+89%)

+ (309120 + 89605% — 235763* — 6408° + 2864%)]
—105(8> =4[ (B> —4) 4+ B*)* +8a(—368— 725 +13*+2%)

+4a?(—6160 — 9525 + 1275* + 13%)] log ;é]

—1
b .t _
6:12’ Cl4 - 420(4_ﬂ2)ﬁ8 |:
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sz:(f3 1 2 4 6 8
e 2416720422404 —10365"—1745°+47p
e Rkl

+a%(1680000+ 1545608 +3180808%4+7336048° —8764084+31928°
—66248° 168487 4+1034%)
+a(248640+ 134408 +627204> £78404° —232128* F1128° —23508°
F3768" +2355%)]
—105[(4—*)*(8+68%+5%)
+402(8000+7368+848 > +2888° —5888* F188° — 11 85F 747 +458%)

+a (47364256 8+8004%+ 12883 —5688* T 1687 — 188°F887+9%)] log ;jg]

48[~ 1680—9804>+224* +117 4%+ 140 (—3360 — 160042 +2085* +815°)
+0%(—268800— 1055604% 450404 + 1843 5%)]
+105[(—8 287+ 4> +4a> (2560+792 5> — 146 * —21 55+ %)

+4a(448+176> — 485"~ 104°+ )] log 2+§]

{3 = 10558[
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