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We consider generalizations of Shanks’ sequence of quadratic fields Q(+/S,,)
where S, = (2" + 1)? + 2"*2, Quadratic fields of this type are of interest
because it is possible to explicitly determine the fundamental unit. If a se-
quence of quadratic fields given by D, = A%x*" + Bx" + C? satisfies certain
conditions (notably that the regulator is of order © (n?)), then we determine
the exact form such a sequence must take.

1. History of creepers

We will be interested in simple continued fractions, which we denote by o =
lag, a1 ,ay,ay, ...];thea; are called the partial quotients of «. It is well-known
that a continued fraction expansion is periodic if and only if it is the expansion of a
real quadratic irrational. We denote the period length of a real quadratic irrational
a by Ip(a).

For real quadratic fields, it is expected that the class number will usually be
small; see [Cohen and Lenstra 1984]. By the correspondence between ideals and
continued fractions this is equivalent to the continued fraction expansion of ~/D
being long, generally of length about /D. Thus, examples of short expansions of
/D should be considered as unusual and worthy of interest.

It is easy to find sequences of integers D; such that 4/D; has a bounded period
length. Many results have been determined for such families and we refer the
reader to [Perron 1950; van der Poorten and Williams 1999; Schinzel 1960; 1961].

Shanks [1969] examined the class numbers of quadratic fields with discriminants
given by n? — 2%+!_He noticed that for the family S, = (2" 4+ 3)> — 8, the class
number of S, grows infinitely large. This sequence of fields is known as Shanks’
sequence. It happens that Shanks’ sequence is just a special case of an earlier
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example given in [Nyberg 1949]:
(1-1) D,=(x"+@x+1)/2)" Fx".

The ring of algebraic integers of a quadratic number field K = Q(+/D), denoted
by Ok, is equal to Z[w'], where dk is the squarefree kernel of D and

, Vdg if dg #1 (mod 4),
w =
(14++/dg)/2 if dg =1 (mod 4).

The discriminant, Dk, of Ok is equal to dk if dx is congruent to 1 modulo 4 and
4dk otherwise. An order O of K is defined to be a subring of K, containing 1, such
that the quotient Ok /O is finite, such an order must be of the form 0 = Z[ fo'].
The number f is called the conductor of 0. The discriminant of an order 0 C Ok
is equal to D = f2Dy. Thus, the discriminant of an order is always congruent to
0 or 1 modulo 4. The discriminant of the maximal order is called a fundamental
discriminant.

For any discriminant, D =t (mod 4), the element w = (¢ + VD) /2 is an alge-
braic integer since t = 0, 1 (mod 4). If we know that D is fundamental then we
usually write o’ instead of w. With this notation, the expansion of w, = (1+4/S,,)/2
corresponding to Shanks’ sequence has a period length of 2n 41,

wp=[2""1 41, 1,201 2 202 22 on=l 1 2n4 ).
The fundamental unit of the order with discriminant D, is given by

en=(2"+1+vDu)/2) (2" +3+/Dn)/4)".

The regulator of the order O, denoted by R(0O) or by R(D) if O has discriminant
D, is defined as the logarithm of the fundamental unit. Thus, sequences of dis-
criminants D,,, where w, has a bounded period length have regulators of order
O(log D,). Examples like Shanks’ sequence have regulators of order O ((log D,)?).

Several people have since generalized Shanks’ sequence. They include Hendy
[1974], Bernstein [1976a; 1976b; 1976¢], Azuhata [1984; 1987], and Levesque
and Rhin [1986]. A more synthetic account was given in [Williams 1985]. The
most general form was presented in [Williams 1995] as

D, = (qrx" + p(xk — k)/q)2 +4rrx",

with u, A € {—1, 1} and rq |xk — A. The automata of Raney were used in [van der
Poorten 1994] to provide an alternate way of constructing w, and &,,.
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Kaplansky [1998] coined the terms “sleepers”, a sequence of discriminants
whose period lengths are bounded, “creepers”, a sequence whose lengths gen-
tly' go to infinity, and “leapers”, the generic discriminants whose period lengths
increase exponentially.

By selecting a sequence of discriminants from families of sleepers appropri-
ately, one can form a sequence of discriminants with linear period length. These
are known as “beepers” and can be found in [Mollin and Cheng 2002; van der
Poorten 1999; Williams and Buck 1994]. Since these discriminants are selected
from sleepers they have a regulator of order O(log D,,).

These two ideas were used simultaneously by Madden [2001], who explicitly
constructed a sequence of discriminants whose continued fraction expansions pos-
sessed slowly growing period lengths. These examples were distinct from the
known creepers since they were not polynomially parametrized. However, they
can be viewed as selecting specific discriminants from various families we will
construct here, much as beepers are specially selected sleepers.

We define a creeper to be an infinite family of discriminants D,, such that
f(X,n) € Q[X, X"] and for a fixed x € Z we have D,, = f(x, n) satisfying

Ip(wy) =an+b with a, beQ and R(D,) = ©(n?).

Kaplansky [1998] made several conjectures about creepers which are quadratic
in x". He suggested that every such creeper could be written as D, = A%x>" +
Bx" 4+ C? with A, B, C € Q. Each of the examples upon which these conjectures
were based has a principal ideal whose norm is a fixed power of x. Consequently,
we define a kreeper to be an infinite sequence of discriminants D, such that

(1) D, = A>x?" 4 Bx" 4 C?, where A, B, C € Q, and x € Z™.
2) Ip(w,) = an + b, where a and b are rational numbers.

(3) In the principal cycle there exists an element whose norm is x$ for some g
fixed independently of n.

Note that the existence of some Qj, = x¢ implies R(D,) = © (n?). In other words,

every kreeper is also a creeper. A proof of this is given in [Patterson 2003, Theorem

17]. Indeed many details are excluded here, and can be found in the same reference.
The main results here are the following.

Theorem 1.1. Any kreeper D,, can be written as

(1-2) d*D, = ¢? <(qrx” + (mz2x* — lyz)/Q)2 +4ly2rx”> ,

1By “gently” he meant that the periods could be written in an arithmetic progression involving a
parameter n used in the presentation of the family.
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where each term in the above equation is an element of Z, the terms r, [, m are
squarefree, r, x are positive, and the following conditions hold:
(1_3) (qr-x’mlzy)=17 (qr’x)=19 (mZ’l)’)=1,

q |mz2xk —Iy*,  Friy*mz? |d2Dn.
Theorem 1.2. Any sequence of discriminants given by (1-2) and satisfying the
conditions (1-3) as above must in fact be a kreeper.

As a final introductory remark, we mention that Shanks’ sequence has also been
generalised to certain cubic fields with unit rank one, see [Adam 1995; 1998;
Levesque and Rhin 1991].

2. Preliminary results

Removing nonpositive partial quotients from a continued fraction is not difficult,
however removing a fractional partial quotient is, in general, quite difficult. The
following few results do provide some assistance. Multiplication can be accom-
plished via

xla,b,c,d,...]=[ax,b/x,xc,d/x,...],

which leads to:

Lemma 2.1 (Folding Lemma [Mendes France 1973)). Let x/y = [ag, a1, - .. , aj]

with (x, y) = 1, and denote the sequence ay, ..., a, by W (where W corresponds
to the sequence ay, . .., ay). Then

X —"

Y T ey ] =la. T e~

y cy
where y/y =lay,...,a1], (y,y)=1,y >0.

This result is more than just a novelty. Besides our use of it here, in [van der
Poorten 2002] it is used to rediscover the symmetry formulas.

A result which will be pivotal to our expansions later on is the following simple
lemma.

Lemma 2.2. If x/y =[ag, W |, where W is defined as above then

(—D" b
x/)’+)/=|:00sw)»—2—; )

where b is equal to (—1)" ! /x modulo y.
Proof. Using the Folding Lemma we obtain,
x (=D

X
—ty==—+-— (—1)hyy2=[ao,w’,
Yy y Yy

(_l)h B é:|
vy
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where b satisfies xb — cy = (—1)"*!, which implies b = (=1)"*!/x (mod y).
O

If the minimal polynomial of « is x> —¢x +n then a typical line in the continued
fraction expansion of o appears as
a+ Py 4 @+ Pyy1)
=ap———F,
On ' O
where Py =0, Q¢ =1 and & represents the nontrivial automorphism of the quadratic
number field>. We then have

_n+Py(Py+1)
Oh
A quadratic irrational « is called reduced if « > 1 and —1 < @ < 0. An integral

ideal a is called primitive if it is not divisible by any element of Z. An integral
ideal a is reduced if there does not exist any nonzero « € a satisfying

Poyi=apQp—Py—t and Qpyr =

] < N(a) and |a| < N(a).

If a is a primitive ideal such that N(a) < VD /2 then a is reduced. From now on,
ideal will mean “integral ideal”.

One of the uses of the continued fraction expansion of a quadratic irrational
is the determination of the fundamental unit. Rather than keeping track of the
convergents, this can be done via the following result.

Proposition 2.3. Ifa=[ao , a1, ..., a; ,aiy1 landx;/yj=[ao, ..., a;], where
(xj,yj) =1, then

h+1
)+

ajon...opy = (=1 (xp — yno) "

Corollary 2.4. If O is an order of Q(~/D) and a;, 1 <i < h+1 represents a system
of reduced elements in any cycle of quadratic irrationals in O, then & = ]_[?;rll o is

the fundamental unit of O.

Such a cycle of quadratic irrationals is produced by the continued fraction ex-
pansion. To be more precise, if ag = Q¢Z + (Py + w)Z is an ideal of O then the
continued fraction expansion of (w + Py)/ Qo produces a sequence of complete
quotients (w + P;)/Q; such that the ideals associated to each complete quotient,
thatis a; = Q;Z + (w + P;)Z, are all equivalent to ag.

Later we will need to transfer results from one order to another, where the fol-
lowing proposition will be useful.

2The Py, Q) appearing here are not, in general, the same as those used in [Perron 1950]
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Proposition 2.5. Let Oy, Oy be two orders of a real quadratic field given by 01 =
2 fw'], 0y = Z[gw'] then
g, f)
ROy > & peoy)
8

Let a be any ideal of the order O having conductor f in K, and suppose that
(N(a), f) =1. Then a = (¢)ts, where ¢t € Z and any prime ideal divisor of t lies
over a prime which ramifies and any prime ideal divisor of s lies over a prime
which splits in 0. Furthermore, v and s are primitive. We will denote by s(a) the
ideal s. Note that if # = 1 (in which case a is primitive) then a®> = (r)s, where r
is squarefree and r | D. Also note that N(s(a)) = N(s(a)).

We now introduce a generalisation of a result of Yamamoto [1971].

Definition 1. Let by, ..., b, be invertible ideals of an order 0. We say that
by, ..., b, are independent in O if whenever there exist nonzero integers u, v and
ai, Bi €ZT (i=1,...,n) such that

@[T =@ [Te
i=1 i=1

theno; =6; i=1,...,n).

A sufficient condition for the independence of two ideals b and ¢ in O is given
in Theorem 2.7, which needs the following Lemma.

Lemma 2.6. If b and ¢ are dependent in O then there exist nonzero integers u, v
and nonnegative integers m, n, with m +n > 0, such that

)b" = (v)0",
where 0 is equal to ¢ or ¢.

Theorem 2.7. If b and ¢ are dependent in O and (N (b)N (¢), f) = 1 then for some
nonnegative integers m, n, with m +n > 0 we have

N(s(6))" = N(s(c)".

Proof. By the preceding Lemma, we know there must exist integers m, n, u, v

such that (#)b™ = (v)0", where m, n are nonnegative and at least one of m, n is

positive. Then we can write (ut{”)fa’" = (vtf)ﬁ”, where b and 9 are primitive.
The condition (f, N(b) N (c¢)) = 1 and primitivity allow us to write

(uti")[;m = (ut")r(6)"s(b)" and (V)" = (vE5)r ()" s(@)".
Squaring these yields

(uzrf"tlzm)s(b)Qm = (vzrg’tzz")s(b)z”,
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where ry and rp divide D,. Dividing out any common factors of u2ri"t12’" and

2.n.2n : . :
v-ryt;" provides coprime integers u1, vy such that

(1) (s(6))*" = (v1) (s(@)*".

Let p*||s(b) and pf|s(2). If p>* f s(d) then N(p)|v; implies that p|(v;). The
coprimality of #; and v; means ]3| (s(6))?", which gives N (p) ’s(b), which is im-
possible because s(b) is primitive.

Hence, pzm“ ’s(b), which means that 2ma < 2nf8. By symmetry, 2n8 < 2mo
and so ma = nB. Thus, s(b)™ = s(0)" and we find N (s(b))" = N(s(2))". Il

Suppose that by, ..., b, are independent ideals of O of discriminant D and let
n n
S= {Hbf"' to;=0i=1,....n and [ [ N(b;)™ <JB/2}
i=1 i=1

Ifa; =Q; 1Z+ (w+ P;_1)Z is a reduced ideal then

w+P_1 _D/2 D/2

> = .
Qi1 Qi1 [N(a)]
Now suppose (v)a € S, where a is reduced and a = (Q;_1, o+ P;_1). We have
o+ Pi_ v2V/D/2 VD)2
> - 2 T -
Qi1 [Ty Nbp)* — [T;2; N(bj)«
Theorem 2.8. Let 01, 0>, ..., be a sequence of orders, each of discriminant Dj,

where D; < Djy1. Suppose further that in each O; there exists an independent set
of principal ideals {b; ; : (j =1, ...,n)} such that N(b; ;) is fixed for each value
of i. Then

R(D;) > (log D))",

See [Patterson 2003] for a proof.

3. Basic observations on kreepers

Given discriminants of the form D, = U%x>" + Vx" + W2, where U, V, W € Q,
there is no loss in generality in supposing that x is not a power. We may write our
discriminants D,, as

2
(3-1) D, = 2—2[(Ax” +C)*+4Gx"], where G=(B—2AC)/4,

for A, B,C,G,c,d eZand (c,d) = 1.
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Any common factors of C and x can be moved into the square divisors. By
considering

w :=maNx(xi,C), m :=min{i e N: (xi,C)z W}, v:i=n-2m,
le

so that (x, C/W) =1, we have

272 2 2m 272
cW x2m C X ccW — ~. —
Dn: d2 ((AWWXU—FW) +4Gmxv) = d2 ((AXU+C) +4va),

where (x, 5) =1land A, C,G e Z. Any square factors of (Az, Cc?, G) can also be
removed, so that without loss of generality we may suppose that
c\?2 5
D, = <Z> ((Ax" 4 C)> +4Gx")

with A, C, G € Z, (x, C) =1 and (A%, C?, G) is squarefree.

The next few results don’t use any of the properties of kreepers, we are merely
interested in determining an explicit formula for (Ax"+C)?+4Gx". Consequently,
we define

(3-2) E, = (Ax" + C)> +4Gx",

where (x, C) =1 and (A2, C2%, G) is squarefree. The first result is a representation
of A,C,G.

Theorem 3.1. Given E,, as in (3-2) and the conditions on A, C, G, x stated above,
we have that

(3-3) E, = (grNx"+ P(M —L)/q)* +4rLNPx",
wherer,q, P, N € Z, M, L € Z, and the following conditions are satisfied:

(1) r is squarefree, (2) (P,rgN)=1, 3) rq |M —L,
@4 M,L)y=1, b)) (rq, ML)=1, (6) r, LNP)=1.

Proof. The selections we make are

A G A
r:=(A,C,G), N={——), g¢:

ror =rN’
C G G AC+G
=—,— ), L:= , M = .
r Nr rNP rNP

These selections make (3-2) and (3-3) equivalent, so it only remains to show that
the conditions indicated hold. This is not difficult; see [Patterson 2003]. Il

Our next objective is to determine the terms that divide E,, and those that are
coprime to E,,.
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Lemma 3.2. (E,, xNP) =1.
Proof. See [Patterson 2003]. O

Theorem 3.3. For the family of discriminants given by (3-3) with n € I (an infinite
subset of N) there exists an infinite set 1I' C I such that for every n € I’ we have
M =v'mz*Z, L =vly*Y with Z,Y, z, y positive and

/ / / / F”
ml|E,, wazy|F,, w'|2, (ZY,E)=1, (—.mlZY|=1
2y

and E, = Fan,’l where E| is squarefree. Here m, 1, z, y, Z, Y are the same for all
nel.

Proof. Define y,%v,, = (Fnz, L), where v, is squarefree. Next, write

F, ~2 L
F, = sothat (v, F, ,—— | =1,
v

YnUn n ,%
and
_ L
(3-4) E, = Y202 F, Ej = S2+4rv,yi—— N Px",
Un Y2
where
P(M—L)

S, =qrNx"+
q
It is not difficult to show that v, |2; see [Patterson 2003].

We now investigate the factors of L/vny,%. (Since (F,,/ (v, yn), L/(v,,y,zl)) =1it
follows that for any prime factor, p, of L/v, y,%, we have p | Sn/ (v, y,) if and only
if p | E;). We define [, to be the product of all prime powers p* of L/v, y,% that
satisfy p* H L/v,y?*and p | E/, and Y, to be the product of all prime powers p# that
satisfy pf HL /vay2 and (E!, p) = 1. We also absorb the sign of L into I,. Clearly,
L/v, y,% =1,Y,. It is straightforward to show that /,, is squarefree and so we find
L =0,yy2Yn, Yo, E)) =1, vayn | Fuo In | E, vn | 2.

Equation (3-4) can also be written as

~ 2 M
E,=22()*F, E, = (S))* +4rv. 7>

’ 52
n

NPx",

where v/, is squarefree and
S/ =qrNx"—P(M—L)/q and z>v =(F2, M).

By similar reasoning we get M = m,v,z2Z,, (Z,, E)) = 1, v;zniFn, my | E;,
v, |2, and 4)(1),,1),’1 because (M, L) = 1.
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As there are only a finite number of choices for m,, Iy, Zn, Yn, Un, VU, Zpn, Yy for
fixed values of L and M there must exist some infinite set I’ C I for which

M=vmz*Z, L=vly’Y, ml|E,, zyv'|F,, (ZY,E))=1, vw'|2.
The coprime conditions all follow easily. |

This completes our investigation of E,,; we have determined the factors coprime

to E, and those which divide each part of it.
4. Independent ideals in kreepers
Completing the square on A%E, gives,
A’E, = (A" + B/2)’ —4GH

and B/2 is an integer because 4 | (B —2AC). In terms of the constants found in
the previous section, this equation becomes
(4-1) G*F2E, = (¢*rNx" + P(L+ M))’ —4P’LM.

We define w), := (0, — 1+ ,/E})/o,, where E| is squarefree and o, =2 if E| = 1
(mod 4) and o, = 1 otherwise. We further define 0, = Z 4+ w,Z, where

tn + /D, q ) 0 ifD,=0 (mod4),
=— an n =
" 2 1 ifD,=1 (mod 4).

cF,o!
— 2w 7.

n

Proposition 4.1. 0, =7 +

Our objective now is to find an ideal arising from (4-1) which has a norm coprime
to the conductor of some order.

Proposition 4.2. For each n, there exists an element o, € Z + fiw,Z, where
fl = Fn/()LZ)’)’Cmd)& = 1 01"2, and (N(Oln), fl) = 1

Proof. We take «,, as

qF, qFy .
2 — ! f2 d2/F, ,
Sn/ 2zy+ yw” i )(qan )(n/zy
a, = F
sn/2+q ~JE! otherwise.

2zy

The remaining details are in [Patterson 2003]. O
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Bounded norms in kreepers. By the definition of a kreeper, the continued fraction
expansion of w, has some Q; = x& with g fixed independently of n. In other words,
there exists some u, € 0, such that N (u, ) = x8. Also recall Proposition 4.1, which
states that 0, = Z+ frw,Z, where f» = cF,o0,/2d. Let f3 = (fi, f2), so that o,
Wy are both contained in 0% := Z + f3w|,Z. We know that (x, E,) = 1, so then
(x, F,,/zy) = 1. Hence,

(N(on), f3) = (N (), f3) = 1.

Thus in the order O; we have the two principal ideals a, = («,) and b, = (u,)
(whose norms are fixed for infinitely many »n € I'). Both ideals have norms coprime
to the conductor. Hence, we may apply Theorems 2.7 and 2.8.

Proposition 4.3. If a, and b, are independent ideals in O} then
R(0,) > (log D).
Proof. By Theorem 2.8,
R(@}) > (log A©})* = (log(f2A@,))

where 0], := Z + w,,Z and A(0) denotes the discriminant of the order 0. By
Proposition 2.5,

(4-2) R(Gp) >

(f3, f2)
2f3

Since f3 = F,(2d, co,zy))/2rzyd we find

R(0}) implies R(0,) > LR(0}) > (log(f2A(0,)) .

3 3 3
(log f3A(0)))” > (log F; A(0)))” > (log F, E;)” > (log D) .
Hence, from (4-2), we have that R(0,) > (log D,)? . Il

Consequently, in order for the sequence of discriminants {D,,} to be a kreeper, a,,
and b, must be dependent ideals in O}. By Theorem 2.7 there must exist nonneg-
ative integers e and f, with e and f not both 0 such that N(s(a,))* =N (s(b,)).

With not too much effort (see [Patterson 2003, Chapter V, §15]) one shows that
N(s(a,)) = P2ZY and N(s(b,)) = x¥. If e = 0 then x8/ = 1 and since in this
case we must have f > 0 we find x = 1, which is impossible. On the other hand,
if f=0thenY, Z and P are all 1, in which case

q*E,
(zy)?

But mlvv’ divides E,,/ (zy)z, which by a result of Schinzel [1961] implies that
the period length of ¢%E,/(zy)? is bounded for all n. In the terminology of [Ka-
plansky 1998], this says that g2E,/(zy)? is a sleeper. It is shown in [Patterson

=52+ 4mlvv’
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2003, Chapter III] that any rational multiple of a sleeper is again a sleeper. Hence,
2E, /af2 = D,, must also be a sleeper; in other words, D,, is not a kreeper. It
follows that if D, is to be a kreeper we must have N (s(a,))¢ = N(s(b,))' with
e, f each being positive. Since (x, P) = 1 we must have P = £1. Hence, we
may replace PM by M and PL by L and all the previous conditions hold. Taking

d:=(gf,e), k:=gf/d, h:=e/d gives,
Zh=xk, k=1,

which implies that x = R", ZY = R¥. Hence, h = 1 and ZY = x* because x is not
a power. From Theorem 3.1 we have (Z, Y) = 1; hence

Z=U*, Y=T%, where (UT)=1.

The objective of the next 2 sections will be to show that 7 =1 and U = x.

5. Part of the continued fraction expansion of w,

There is no longer any need to distinguish between factors of E/, and F,, which
means that we may absorb the terms v and v’ into / and m respectively. The form
of a kreeper is now given by

(5-1) D, = (2)2 ((qu(UT)” + (2mU* = Y2UTY) /q)° +4ery2Tk+"U"> ,
where m, [, r are squarefree and

(qr,UT)=1, (qrNUT,yzml) =1, (Tyl,mzU) =1, qr|z?mU* —y*IT*
and for every n € I,
(5-2) yl |q2rNx” +22mU*  and  mz | g rNx" +y2IT*,

and N > 0, x = UT. Let u be the least positive difference of any two integers in
I. Then v, v+ pu € I for some v, and

yl‘qerx”+zszk and yl‘qerx”+“+zszk,

which means yl|q2rNx"(x“ — 1), so yl|x“ — 1 because (yl,gqrNx) = 1. By
symmetry, zm |x“ — 1. Thus, ylmz |x“ — 1. Hence the conditions (5-2) become

yl|q2rN(UT)” +22mU*, mz|q2rN(UT)” +y2T*, (TU* =1 (mod ylmz)

for any n € I, such that n = v (mod p). Since the signs of m and / have not
yet been specified, there is no loss of generality in supposing that ¢, U, T are all
positive.
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Since (5-1) can also be represented as
(5-3) D, = (2)2 <(qu(UT)" — @mU* = y2ITY) /q)? +4erz2T"Uk+")
we may assume without loss of generality that U > T.

Some notation. We now rewrite equations (5-1) and (5-3) as

(5 a5 e (2 s 5 s

where
s1=cqrNx" +c(z*mU* — ylek)/q, so =cqrNx" — c(Z2mU* — y2lTk)/q.

We choose an infinite subset of I such that 1 = D,, (mod 4) is fixed. Then we take
S1:=(s1 —td)/2 and S := (so — td)/2. We also write

a=w,+81/d, ad=w,+S1/d and B=w,+S/d, B=w,+S/d.
Then
a@ = —c?rNIy*T*x"/d*> and BB = —c*rNmz>U*x" /d>.
Further, we have
4> d* D, = (g53)* —4?ml(zy)*(UT,

where
gs3 = cq*rNx" +mz?U* 4+ 1y*T*.
Also of relevance will be S| + S, +td = Ax" = cqrNx".

We now detail an initial segment of the continued fraction expansion of w,.
In the case of T > 1, this segment will have length O (n!**), hence the entire
expansion could not satisfy Ip(w,) = an + b, as required by kreepers.

Before commencing we need to determine the common factors between some of
the terms. First, we define g := (51, 52, d). Itis not to difficult to show that (z, s1/c¢)
and (y, s/c) each divides 2. We also define d, := (S, d), d; :=(s1/g,d/g) and
Ty:=dy/ d; It follows easily that 7, is an integer. Similarly, we define d, :=($3, d),
d.:=(s2/g,d/g) and T, :=d_/d]. Next, we write d = dd.dy. Here are some simple
results:

o g | 2, moreover, g = 2 if and only if 2 | d.

. rz|gandfy|g.

* Tyd, ‘y and 7.d] | z; in other words d, ‘ y and d, |z.
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Expansion of w,. The continued fraction expansion of w, begins as

(S1+1td)/d,
wp = ———=

n d/dy _(En"i_sl/d)

and ((S1 +td)/d,y, d/dy) =1 by the definition of d,. Hence we may apply Lemma
2.2, and find that after the expansion of (S| +td)/d, of length hg, a new complete
quotient in the continued fraction expansion is

_(_1)h0+1 o
(5-4) — - ,
(Wn + S1/d)(d/dy)?  d/dy
where
— i dd/d
O= S rrdya, e

By choosing (=Dt = sign(/) the element in (5-4) then becomes
(5-5)
w, + S1/d co  wa+81/d—coc’rN|l|dy(y/dy)*T*x" /d
c2rN |l y?Tkx"/(dy)? d/dy B c2rN || (y/dy)>Tkx" '

Now define: s := max;en{(x?, ¢)} and u := c/s. Hence (u,x) = 1. Recall,
(x, grzyml) =1 so then (s, grzyml) = 1. We will denote the element in (5-5) as
On,- From it, we can write

_a)n+Pho_ﬂ :3

5-6 2) = — i
-0 ho O, By  c*rN|l|(y/dy)*T*x"

where
_ n 2 2k .n _ 2 2k .n
Ao =cqrNx" —coc’rN|l|dy(y/dy)"T"x", Bo=c"drN|l|(y/d,)"T"x".

Next, we define Ay := (Ag, By). We need to determine A before we can apply
Lemma 2.2 again. One finds,

Ao =crNx"8d, and Bo/Ao=c/d/d || (y/dy)*T".

From (5-6), by applying Lemma 2.2, we find the next partial quotients are those of
the continued fraction expansion of A/ By of length pg. By choosing (—1)P0+! =
sign(m) , the next element in the continued fraction expansion is 6;,, where /| :=
ho + po,

N || (y/dy)* T x" 1
h, — = -
' —Bsign(m) (Bo/Ap)?  Bo/Ao
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and ¢; = —sign(m) Ag/Ag (mod By/Ag). We can write

W+ S2/d — c1(c/8)Im|z(z/d)U* /d
(5-7) Op, =
(c/8)*ml|(y/dy)*(z/d;)*(UT)*

Finding other complete quotients. The set of conditions

wsi—1 |u, zaici|z/d., Zhi_y|z. (caim1,sT) =1, (zai—1y2i—1, u/uzi—1) =1,
mai—1 € {1, Iml}, bi—1 € {1, 111}, roici€{l,r}, yaici|y/dy, ub_y|u.

will be denoted by C»;_;. The set of conditions Cy; are the same as C,;_; (with
2j — 1 replaced by 2i) except that instead of requiring z} i1

z, we need yj. |y.
Theorem 5.1. Suppose there exists a complete quotient (w, + Ph,, )/ Oh,,_, satis-
fying

(5-8a) Phy_y = Sa/d — smoi_1rai iU 22i—125;_ C2i-1 UM /d

(5-8b) Oy = Faithai—1mai—1 (suzi—1y2i—122i—1) 2 (U T,

where n > ki and the set of conditions C;_1 are satisfied. Then there is a complete
quotient (wy + Pp,,)/ O, , where

(5-9a) Py, = S1/d — Nsrailyiuniuy yai vy UM T 1d

(5-9b) Qnyy = railaimai (suz; yoizo)*NT D yn =k

and the conditions Cy; are satisfied.

Observe that with appropriate selections, 6, is a complete quotient satisfying (5-8)
and the conditions Cj.

Proof. From (5-8), we find that the current line in the continued fraction expansion
is

y
Wn A Pry_,  €qrNX" — sroj_ymoi iUy _122i—12p;_1C2i-1U"
Ohyi_y droi—imoi_1li—1 (Suzi—122i—1Y2i—1)>(UT )X

rai—1moi—1loi—1 (Susi—122i—1y2i—1)>(U Tk
Now, define
Api—1 == cqrNx" — sry;_1moj_ui—1Uh; _120i—125;_1C2i—1 Uk,
Boi—1 = dryi_imoi—1lyi—1 (suai—122i—1y2i-1)*(UT)¥,
Agi—1:=(Azi—1, Bai-1).
The next few results aid in determining common factors.

Lemma 5.2. If Ay, = dPhZF1 + (s1 +td)/2 then dyuz,‘_llzi_lyzi_l Ani_1.



200 ROGER D. PATTERSON, ALFRED J. VAN DER POORTEN AND HUGH C. WILLIAMS

Lemma 5.3. For any rational integers a, b, d, f such that d|ab and (f,d) =1
there exist rational integers x, y such that
dxy=ab
and x |a, y|b, (fx,b/y) =1
Proof. Take x =a/(a,d) and y = b(a, d)/d. U

Returning to the expansion of w,,, we write
w1 = (myi—1,ufuzi—1) and ey :=sdyuzi_1lpi_1y2i-1r2i—1W2i—1.
Note that if n > ki then wo;_juoi— 15U ry_; |A2,',1 and by Lemma 5.2 we get
dyu2i,1lzi,1y2,-,1 }AZi—l- Now we define G2i71 = Az,;[/(Ukiezl',l). It follows
easily (see [Patterson 2003, Chapter 16]) that (Go;—1, sT z2i—1mi—1/wai—1) = 1.
In summary,
Agiy = UMeyi_1(Goi_1, dd;yri—1uzi—1).

Since As;—1 =dPp, , +S1+1td, we have (d, Ayi—1) =dy. Thus (dd,, Gai—1) = 1.
Hence, Agi—1 = UM eyi_1 Ay, where Agi_y := (yai—1uzi—1, Gai—1).

From the complete quotient

Agi—i o

ehzifl =

we apply Lemma 2.2, so the next partial quotients are those of the expansion of
Aji—1/Bpi—1 of length pj;_;. The parity of py;_; is determined by (=Pt =
sign(/) . Following this, the next complete quotient is 6y,,, where hy; := ho;_1 +
p2i—1. By Lemma 2.2, 6, is equal to

(5-10) rai—thyi_imai_1 (suzi_1y2i—122i-1)*(UT)" _ C2i .
—a(Bai—1/A2i-1)? Boi—1/A2i—y
rai—1li—1(wn + S1/d) (wai—1dy Agi—1)* B C2i
s2ulr N |1y mai 123, Un—KTmHkG+D By i/ Agiy”
where

c2;i = —sign(l) Agj—1/Azi—1 (mod Bai—1/Asi—1).
Also note that sT ‘ Byi_1/Azi—1 and (Agi—1/A2i—1, Bri—1/A2i—1) = 1 imply that
(cpi,8T) = 1.
According to Lemma 5.3 there exists yy;, uo; such that

_ y o u
yai | y/dy i |ujwai—y V2itt2i Doj—1 = ——
dy woi

and (z2;—1y2i, u/(uzjwz;—1)) = 1. By taking ly; := |l|/lpi—1, r2i = /i1,
Moyj 1= Mai_1, 22i = 22i—1, Yy; ‘= ¥/Y2i—1, and u); := u/us;_1, one finds that
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(32i22i, u/uz;) = 1. Moreover, the complete quotient 6,,, now satisfies (5-9) and

the set of conditions Cy;. O
There is also an analogous result for 6y, .

Theorem 5.4. Suppose there is a complete quotient 6y,, = (w, + Ppy, )/ O, satis-
Sfying (5-9) and the set of conditions Cy;. Then there is a complete quotient 0y,, ,,
where

/ / k(i+1
Phy, = Sa/d — Smoiq11oi 1 Ui 1 U 122412541 C2i 1 UXTV /d
2 k(i+1
Ohoisy = F2it1lai1mai1 (S2i4122i41Y2i41)> (U TR
and the set of conditions Cy; 1 are satisfied.

Thus, from the complete quotient 6,,,_, we find another complete quotient 6y,
satisfying exactly the same requirements as 6y,,,_,. Moreover, only a bounded num-
ber of the these complete quotients are not reduced. More precisely,

Ayp; . kix" — szn—ki Ttk klUki ko

By | ksTr RGOk G TRGTD  gaTR 1

for some i > W, where W only depends on the parameters m, [, y, z, r, d, ¢, N,
U, T.

Similarly,
Asiy1  kix" — kU fx® — kUM kxR K |
= - = T = -_ . >
Bit1 k3(UT)*G+D ké(UT)k’ ké k% Tki

for some V such that n — ki > V. Again, V depends only on the parameters m, [,
y’Z?r’d’C7N’ U’ T'
Since the pairs (Py,;, Qp,) are all distinct fori =1,2,...,2(n —V)/k+1, we

see that
(n=V)/k

Ip(wy,) > Z P2
j=w
Our interest now falls on the length of the expansion of A,;/By;. Basically, since
we have © (n) of these expansions, if the lengths are unbounded then, from above,
the period length can not possibly be linear in n. In the next section we show that
in order to have the length of A,;/B»; bounded for all i we must have 7' = 1.

6. The length of the continued fraction of A,;/B>;
Let i be fixed with W <i < (n — V)/k, so that 0, is reduced. We have

Phy, = S1/d — Nshyryusiuly; yyi yh;cot UM T jd = Sy /d — T /d.
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As usual, we have

d*(t — D) /4 +d*(t Py, + PL) =0 (mod d*Qy,),

where in the above case

2 in—ki pntk(i+1
Oy = raimaily; N (sug; 2o yoi) UM T HREHD,

We can write this as

—Gx" —tdJ —28,J+J*=0 (mod d*Qy,).
Modulo 740+ we have
(6-1) GUN = —CNslyiryuziuhy; yyiyh,ci TF (mod THOHD),
Returning now to Aj;/By;, we previously found that

ki k
Azi  AU" — Nsryliuziul; y2i yy,c2i T

By dNlyryimyi (suz; yyizo)*THHD

Writing (6-1) as
C Nslyraiunitth; 2 yh;cai T* = —GUX — fo, THEHD,
where f>; € Z, we find,

Ay rNmz2UKEHD 4 £, TRGE+D 1 (E§i+] ny )
By CNdlyraimo;(sun; y2iz2) 2T+ By 2

where F»; and E are bounded integers and & = UX/ T*.

Depth of a sequence of rationals. We now provide an aside regarding the depth of
(a/b)" as h — oo for coprime integers a and b. The depth of the regular continued
fraction expansion of « € QQ is denoted by §(«). This is defined as the number of

partial quotients in the even length continued fraction expansion of «.

Theorem 6.1. If a and b are two coprime integers with 1 < b < a then

lim 8 ((a/b)') = o0

Whether this is so was asked by Mendes France and proved by Pourchet in a letter

to him. A summary of Pourchet’s response is given in [van der Poorten 1984].3

3Van der Poorten provides the following correction to the given argument: Consider p, 1 <

pna’n so that o = Pyh) < a1+ +eym) and then consider &) + . . . ey ny =V (h)e.
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Itis clear that 6 (1 /o) > 8 () —2, 6 (—a¢) > 6 () —2 and 8 (¢ +n) = 6 () for any
n € Z. Furthermore, Mendes France [1973] has shown that for any « € Q, n € Z,
S(a)—1
k(n)+2 ’
where «(n) is a positive valued function whose values depend only on n. Conse-
quently, for any sequence «; € Q satisfying lim; o, §(a;) =00 and any n € Z+ we
have lim;_, o, §(e; /n) = oo. It follows that, if T > 1, then

S(na) >

. Az . 1 i+1
(6-2) lim§{ =)= lim § | —(EE™ + f2) | = 00.
i—00 hi i—00 F;
Period length of w,. By our criteria for a kreeper we must have for some a, b € (D,
(n=V)/k
an+b=Ip(w,) > Z P2j
j=W
for all n € I. Hence we must have
ko,
2
(6-3) ) (—) <an+b.
Z By
i=W
By (6-2) there exists a y > W such that § (A»;/B;) > k(a+1) for all i > y. Then,
ko
(6-4) Z B(B—Ql> >k(a+1)[(n—V)/k—y].
i=W 2

Whenn > b+ (a + 1)(V + ky) we have (6-4) is greater than an 4+ b. And since
all the terms on the right side of this inequality are bounded, there must exist an
infinitude of values of n € I such that Ilp(w,) > an + b for any fixed a, b. In
conclusion D,, can not be a kreeper if T > 1. In other words, we must have 7' =1
and U = x.

Our only remaining objective is to show that necessarily N = 1. Clearly, there
is no loss in generality in supposing that N is not a power of x. In Section 5 we
established the existence of the following complete quotient in all kreepers,

. wy + Sl/d - NeriZZiMZi”/ziYZi)’éiCZiX"_ki/d

hoi —
' raimaily; (sun; y2izoi)> N x"=ki

By taking i = |n/k] we find an element, n € 0,, whose norm can be written as
RNx", where R ’ D,, (N, E,)=1and 0 <v < k. Hence the norm of 7 is bounded

independently of 7, and coprime to the conductor of the order O} . First, recall the
ideal b, € 0} from page 195, which has norm x4, with g fixed independently of
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n. Suppose that N > 1 and that the ideals (n), b, are dependent in O};. Then by
Theorem 2.7 we must have N¢x"¢ = x4/ for some nonnegative integers e, f, not
both zero. Since N is not a power of x, we must have e =0, f > 0. But this would
imply x = 1, which is impossible. Hence () and b, are independent ideals in 0.
Then by Proposition 4.3, R(0,,) > (log D,,)?; that is the sequence of discriminants
{D,} is not a kreeper. Thus we must have N = 1.

This completes the proof of Theorem 1.1.

7. Function field kreepers

Almost everything done here is also valid in function fields. Instead of consider-
ing quadratic fields over QQ, we can consider the so-called congruence quadratic
function fields [, (X, Jf), where f € F,[X]. It is well-known that the results in
Section 2 have similar analogues for expansions over [,[X]. The main exception
for our interests here, is that the continued fraction expansion of a rational function
f(X) € F4[X] has a fixed length. This was used in Section 5 to ensure each th
was positive. In the function field case the term (—1)P%-1*!] is equal to ul, where
u € [;. By interpreting |/| to be equal to ul for some u € [, the results carry over.

Other minor details: P lies in [ rather than in {#1}, which is easily handled by
just renaming M further, L, g should be defined to be 2 and 7, 7, can be ignored.

The main problem is that Theorem 6.1 does not hold for coprime functions in
F,[X]. Consequently, we have no direct proof that 7 = 1 and U = x. However, if
we suppose only the weaker condition: that x is a monomial in X (then necessarily
x = X by assumption about powers of x) then trivially, T € [, and U = x/T. Then
by renaming / and m we have:

Theorem 7.1. A function field kreeper, that is a sequence of polynomials f,(X)
such that

(1) fu(X) = A(X)?X?" + B(X)X" + C?, where A, B, C € F,[X]
2) Ip(J/ (X)) =an + b for some a, b € Q

(3) In the principal cycle there exists an element whose norm is X8 for some g
fixed independently of n.

must satisfy
d* fu(X) = ((qrX" + m2>X* —1y*)/q)* + 4rly*X") ,
where q, 1,1, m € F,[X] and

(grX,mlzy)=1, @ml,zy)=1, (@r,X)=1,
d’D, , q|m12Xk—ly2.

riy*mz?
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8. Some more notations

Define s := max; ey {(xi, c)}, u :=c/s so that (u, x) = 1. In order to make things
easier for ourselves when we come to the expansion of w,, we would like to have

x*=1 (mod u’mz’ly*) and x*=0 (mod s?).

Clearly, such a p must exist. We shall want to consider the congruence class,
I,:={neN:n=v (mod u),n > u}. Our proof will show that D, is a kreeper
for n € I,,, and since every n lies in some /,,, we shall not be losing any generality
in this restriction. Moreover, the value of x” (mod u%s?mz3l y2) is the same for all
nel,.

If 6,41 represents the (i + 1)-th complete quotient of w,, that is, if

wn=[a0’a]7'--9ai79i+l]v

we define
Vi1 =01...0;-10; Qi € Z[wy].
Then, we have N(¥;,1) = (—1)!Q;. If we write the complete quotient §;,, =
(wn + Pp,)/ Qp,; as 0, = A;/B; — y, where we take
dPp, +cqrx" =S, &=0o0ri=0 (mod?2),

B,’ :thi and A,’ =
dPy +s1— 5 gi—i=1land i=1 (mod 2),

where Py, = S,,/d — J, S,y being one of S| and S, and J is some function of r, [,
m, z, y, ¢, x. Applying Lemma 2.2 (where A; = (4;, B;)), we find

e A
e T Y (Bi/ADE T BiJA;

where ¢; = (=1)?*T1A;/A; (mod B;/A;). Thus,

O = (=P yT(Bi/AD* O,

Hence, _
(=DP O, (A; — Bihy,)(Ai — Bi0),)
O, A? '
By Corollary 2.4,
(Ai — 04, B;) O,
th 19;” 2...9;11. = . -,
+ + +1 Ai th+1

Hence,

A; — B;O),
(8-1) Whpi41 = A W1
l
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9. Determination of some specific elements in the expansion

In Section 5 we determined the existence of the following complete quotient in the
expansion of w,,,

9-1) 0 =wn+S2/d_Cl(C/5)Z(Z/dZ)xk/d
S T8 ml|(y ) ok

Moreover, for sufficiently large n, 6y, is reduced. Furthermore,
9-2) Wy 41 = aB/(dA).

As shown earlier, the development of the expansion of w, depends upon whether

or not a power of x* can be factored out from Qj, or not. In order to accommodate
this we define
1 if \ij>n—k,
& =
0 if A; <n—k,
where A; is defined recursively as
AMi+k—ng ifi=1 (mod?2),
)xl Z:k, )\i+2 = i+ e . l ( )
0 ifi=0 (mod 2).
Note that Ay;_1 = ki (mod n).

Theorem 9.1. Suppose there exists a complete quotient (w, 4 Py,)/ Qp, satisfying
9-3) Py, = Sa/d — smiriujulzizieix™ [, Qp = rilim; (suiyizi)?xt

and the set of conditions C; are satisfied. Then there exists a complete quotient
(wn + Pp,5)/ On,, satisfying (9-3) and C; . Furthermore,

v B )y

hiatl = | T ) Yhitt

+2+ 42 AiAis +

Note: It is clear that with the appropriate selections, the complete quotient 6, in
(9-1) satisfies the conditions of the theorem.

Proof. In Section 5 we determined the existence of a complete quotient satisfying
the conditions C l’ 4 Furthermore,

(9-4) U = (AZB0 ) g, (2w
hit1+1 = A; hi+1 = dA,; hi+1-

Moreover we have h;; = h; + p;, where p; is the length of the appropriately
selected continued fraction expansion of A;/B;.

Suppose ¢; =0. If A; <n —k then &; =0 and A;;» = A; + k. This now follows
as in Section 5.
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Suppose ¢; = 1. When A; > n — k we have ¢; = 1 and this situation has not yet
been considered. In this situation, the previous choice of A;; is not appropriate.
Instead, we need to consider

l / —Ai
s1/d = sripiliviuipiug o yig1 Y, i1 X" /d

Fiptlipimip1 (Sujp1Yig1Zigpn) 2 x>

Oh.., =

i+1

o

Figtlig 1M1 (SUi41Yig1Zig1) X"

There is a slight problem in notation because there is going to be an extra inter-
mediate complete quotient. Consequently, we will use overlines to represent the
terms involved. This time we take

— A

. !/ / —
Aivy =81 —sriptlipiuiiug  Yig1yi g Cip1x"
B . 2 n—A;
Biy1:=dripilizimipi(suip1yiv1ziv) x" 7,
Ay :=(Ait1, Biy1).

Then, A;11 = dPy,,, + (s1 +td)/2, which leads to dyu;1li+1yi+1|Ai1 after a
short calculation. We also define

Wiy = (M1, u/uiy1) ,  €it1:=sdyiv1lit1yip17it1Wit1.
By writing A} | = (Git1, ui+1i+1), a little calculation gives
A - /
Ajp1 =sdyuir1li1yiv1rip i1 A .

Note that

n 2 n—>i;
Bip1  sdmipitti1yig12; X"

- - /
Ajt1 dywi 14

According to Lemma 5.3 there exists two numbers ;> and u;;, such that

y u
dy Wi

Visa|y/dy . Hipa|u/Wirr,  FigaltisaAjy

’

and

_ u
(Zi+1yi+2, —_— ) =1
Uit2Wi+]

P At o

hiv1 — = - o

T Bigr il (SUip1 Yig1Zig1)2xn A

we apply Lemma 2.2 and find that the next partial quotients are those of the con-

tinued fraction expansion of A, /B, of length p; 1, where the parity of p;

From
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is determined by (—1)”+*! = sign(l/) . The next complete quotient is then 6 a2
where jij12 = hiy1 + piy1 and

2 n—k; =
©-5) g. - fretlicimipi (S yin 2ip) X Ci+2
e sdmiyiui1Yi122 X" 2\2  Biyi/DNis1
—sign(l)&( i+1U+1Yi+13; 4 ) i+1/8i+1
- /
dywi-HAi_H

where ¢; 1 = —sign(l) A;11/A;+1 (mod B;,1/A;;1). The standard choices yield

N T R 2n—Ai;
Wy + S1/d — SFiolivollipoll; 5 Vit2 Vi HCipaXx™" " [d
2}1—)\,'

(9-6) 6j1+2 =

Figolizomito(SiisoyisoZita)?x

Since s | Bir1/Ais1 we get (Giya, s) =1, also (Zj1o2¥iqr, u/iis2) = 1. Hence, the
conditions 6; 4 are satisfied. Furthermore,

o
Vinr1=|—= W1
Ji+2+ (dAi-H ) +1+

The complete quotient in (9-6) satisfies the conditions of Theorem 5.4 Hence,
there exists a complete quotient

= = = = = = = Aitk—
wp + S2/d — s 3T 30430 3Zi 437 4Cipax T /d

©-7) Ojiss = hitk—n

Jits — A — - 2
Figaligamip3(Siti43yi432i43)°X

with the conditions C i+3 satisfied, and

v 1=<—'B )‘IJ' 1:(—05,3 )‘l‘h 1
Ji+3+ dZi+2 Ji+2+ dZZi+]Ki+2 i+1+1-

Since ¢; = 1 we have ;4> = A; + k —n. With appropriate renaming, the complete

quotient 6, . in (9-7) becomes

/ / Ai
Wy + S2/d — SrijomitoUip2U; 5Zi422; 5 Cip2 X 12 /d

hita =

Figolipomiyo (Sujyoyitaziyr)?xhis?

with the conditions C;; being satisfied. Combining both the &; =0 and ¢; = 1
cases, we have

U = (B Y = (2B g
hijo+1 = dAi+1 hiv1+1 = dZA[Al‘+1 hi+1»

and hj1o =hi + pi + pi+1. U

Our next step will be to investigate the number of partial quotients in the period
of the continued fraction expansion of w,.
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10. Determining the number of partial quotients

By defining, fo:= hg and f;; := p; fori > 1 we find

(10-1) hi=Y" fi.
k=0

The value of f; is dependent only upon the set
Zi = Ali,mi, 11, 8i, 8], Zis 20 Wiy Ug, Vi Vis Cis Lis X},

where L; := A; (mod w). Moreover, if Z; = Z; then f; = f;. There are only
finitely many distinct sets Z;; we denote the total number of distinct sets by Z. For

a fixed ¢, there are precisely tk values of i € {1, ...,2tn — 1}, where ¢; = 1. Let
i1, ..., I represent these points. Then
nh 3 if k|2nh,
) Kk
| 2nn :
|22 | =2 it kf2nn.
From (10-1),
i1—1 th—1 th—1 ipp1—1
ho1=3_fi+ D fut D 2 i
i=0 h=1 h=1 i=ij+1

The number of summands in Ziﬁlfl fiisipp1—1—(@p+1D+1>2n/k] —2.

Hence the distance between i, and i, can be made arbitrarily large. But Z is
independent of n, which by the box principle means that for large enough 7, there
exists p; and t; such that

Ziyto, = Ziytr+p, ittt on <ipp1—1 1<, pn <Z.

Now we examine Z 1, 11, + jo,» Where k +ip+t,+jon <ipy1—1and 0 <« < pj.
Since ¢;, 47, = 0 and ¢&;, 11,+,, = 0 we have

Zilz+le+1 = Zi},+‘c‘h+ph+l prOVided ih +T+ont+ 1 < ih+] — 1.
By induction,

Ziytytxc = Liy+oy+ic+jpn provided iy, + 4 +x + jon <ipt1—1,

which implies f;, ¢, +« = fi,+1,4«c+jp,- Define

_ {L2n/kJ —rh—phJ
V= — 1.
Ph
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It is straightforward that i, + 7, + k + vpp < ip+1. Then

ipp1—1 =1 Ph— iny1—1

Z fi= Z Jir+j + Z (Z fln-i-fh-i-f(-i-JPh) Z fi-

i=ip+1 J=in+tn+pn+upn
The number of terms in Z;”;:.];lrh +putvpy Ji 18 = pn+ 2. Hence,
ipt1—1
2n — k‘Eh - kph
(10-2) > = L— &+ &n,
i=ip+1 k,Oh

where ¢, &, are independent of 7.

We now take p = ]_[szl pon and w =lem [k, i, p] both of which are independent
of n. We write n = wy + ¢, where 0 < ¢ < w. From the original set [,,, we now
wish to consider the following subset, I, 4y = {n € I, : n = ¢ (mod w)}. Without
loss of generality, we may suppose that n € I, 4. Consequently,

2n —k‘L’h —kph w 2(]5—/{‘[;1 —kph
- 2 l=2y—4 | == 2.
kpp kon kpn

Thus, the sum (10-2) becomes,

ipt1—1

2¢0 —kty, — k

Z fz—2§h)/—+§h LWJ—I—&,
Lh

i=ip+1

which means we can now write hy,;—; as

ii—1 thk—1 th—1 thk—1 26—kt — kpy,
honi— 1—Zﬁ+2ﬁh+2)/2§h—+z<§h {—J-I—Sh)-

Now, let
tk—1 w
=2 el

Xt X_:ghkp

thk—1 i1—1 thk—1
2¢ — kT — kpp

0= o 2t ) S S
h=1 i=0

both of which are integers and independent of y. Then

hone—1 = yxi +y1 = ((n - ¢)/w)x, +yr =an+ by,

where a;, b; are both rational numbers independent of n for all n € I, 4.
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This shows that the length of the expansion up to /., is linear in n. It remains
to show that there exists some hy,;—1, where Qp,, , = 1, and if Q; = 1 then
Jj = hops—1 for some ¢ independent of .

11. Finding an element of norm 1

We now examine the product of the elements in the expansion. By Theorem 9.1
and (9-2),

Y @peTRen
hai1+1 = 421 szo A.,'
So,
(Olﬁ)m kt
letht—l"l‘l J2ni—1 ]_[2m 2 and |N(\Ijh2n1—|+1)| = Qtht—l :
Hence,
2nt—2 2
1
O (d”‘"l [1 A;) =[N ((@B)") N (¢"')| = |N((@B)")N ("]
j=0
as well as
2n—2 2
Oy (dz"‘l I1 Aj) = [N(@B)")N(@")].

j=0

t . .
Thus, \/thnH/ (QhZH) € Q. Since Ay;_1 = jk (mod n) we have that A5,; 1 =0
for positive i. Hence, Ap,—1 = Azy—1 = 0 and so
2
Ohopy = ln—1moy_17r25—1 (SU2,-1220—-1Y20-1)" »
2
Oho—t = bni—1M2nr— 172011 (SU201—12200—1Y200-1) " -

Thus,

bont—1Mopi 172011
\/ n T eQ.

(lon—1map_17r25-1)"

Since lp,—1, mo,—_1, ryu—1 are each squarefree and relatively prime, if 2|t then
N Dnt—1mons—1rami—1 € Q, which implies lp,;—1mop—1720:—1 = 1. Conversely, if
Z*t’ then by —1mopr— 112001 = lon—1M2n—1720-1.

Now, we construct an element of norm 1. Put

1 if by_1mop_1ram—1 # 1,
0 if by_1moyy_1r3p—1=1,
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and

1+e¢
\Ithn—I+]
(lan—1mon—17r20—1) (SU2p—1Y2n—1220—1) ¢

Then it is easily shown that N(I") = 1.

I' =

Lemma 11.1. If D, = F>D!,, where D] is squarefree, then su;y;z; ‘ F,.
The lemma and above results imply that we have Vi, Y7 € Z such that

n
r=vi+r w;,
SU22—1Y2n—122n—1

where Z[w),] is the maximal order of Q(,/D},) and D), is the squarefree kernel of
D,, thatis D, = F2D}. If we now define V; and Y; by

(v‘ Y; b /) =T/
i+ Y w, | =T".
SU22—1Y2n—122n—1

Then Y;/Y; is the Lucas function, (I — Fj)/(F —T). Since I'T = 1, there must
exist some minimal positive p such that sus,_1Y2,—122n—1 |Yp. Putting r = g :=
(1+4+¢)p we get

Wiyoi41 =P/ Do 1Mong—172ng—15Ung—1 Yang—122ng—1-
If ¢ =1 then 2|g implies that 5, 1m2,g_172ng—1 = 1. If € =0 then
bp—1map_1r2p—1=1,

80 lypg—1M2pg—1r2mg—1=1. Since I'’ € Z[w,, ], this implies su2,41y2ng—122ng—1=1.
Hence |N (Wp,,,_,+1)| = 1, which means that Qp,,,, = 1. The values of p depend
only on sus,—1¥Yon—122n—1, Which divides suyz. Thus, there can only be a finite
number of possible values for p.

Conversely, one can also show (see [Patterson 2003, Chapter 25]) that such a
solution is either fundamental or the square of the fundamental solution, although
this is superfluous in showing that D, is a kreeper.

12. Returning to the regular continued fraction expansion
Up to now we have determined
a)rl=[a0’ ""aho—l 9b1 ’ah()-i-l ) '~-7ah1—1 sbz’ ""ahzn,,1—1 ,2a0_t]a

but in this evaluation we never insisted that b; > 1. In other words this expansion
might not correspond to the regular continued fraction expansion of w,. This is
equivalent to saying that the expansions of A;/B; might have an initial nonpositive
partial quotient.
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Proposition 12.1. In the expansion of w, given by the earlier procedure, the num-
ber of nonpositive partial quotients is bounded independently of n.

Proof. See [Patterson 2003]. Il

This proposition means that there are only finitely many partial quotients that
need to be altered in order to find the regular continued fraction expansion of w,,.

The removal of nonpositive partial quotients is covered in [Dirichlet 1999].
There it is shown that any negative partial quotient can be moved to the left in the
continued fraction expansion. In our situation, we discover that either the negative
partial quotient disappears easily or we are left with

[bi—17_1919uvva--']:[bi—l_2_u9lav_17-~-]9

where u > 0 and is bounded independently of n, and b;_; = | A;_1/B;—1]. When

PR +8y/d —E;i_1x"/d A
hi—1 — E’ lx)\i - Bi_;

+e

we have A; « 1, implies |A;_1/B;_1] > x"=' where J; is bounded independently
of n. Consequently, b;_; —2 —u > 0 for all sufficiently large n. The other case
follows similarly.

Finally, we note that aj,4; with j > 0 can not be the end of the period since
On;+j > 1. For sufficiently large n, each b; which is not some by,, , satisfies
bj < x" since B; > x.

In conclusion, we have shown that,

Ip(wp) = hopg—1+cn = agn+bg +c, =agn +b,,

where ¢, € Z can be bounded independently of n. Then ag, b;, are rational numbers
bounded independently of .
Hence there must exist an infinitude of values of n € I such that

Ip(w,) =an + b,

where a, b € Q and are fixed independently of n. This completes the proof of
Theorem 1.2.
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