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We give an integral representation of K -positive definite functions on a real
rank n connected, noncompact, semisimple Lie group with finite centre.
Moreover, we characterize the 1’s for which the z-spherical function ¢; ,
is positive definite for the group G = Spin,(n, 1) and the complex spin rep-
resentation z.

1. Introduction

A continuous function f on R is said to be positive definite if for any real numbers
X1, ..., Xy and complex numbers &, ..., &, the following holds:

Z fxj—x)&é&j = 0.

k,j=1

This definition is equivalent to
/ Fx)(@P*dp*)(—x)dx =0 forall p € CZ(R),
R

where ¢*(x) = ¢(—x). Also, an even continuous function f on R is said to be
evenly positive definite if

/Rf(X)(¢*¢*)(—X)dx=/Rf(X)(¢*¢*)(X)dx20 for all ¢ € C*(R).,

where C2°(R), denotes the set of infinitely differentiable compactly supported even
functions on R. Then it is clear that the set of even positive definite functions is
a subset of the set of evenly positive definite functions. Bochner’s theorem and
M. G. Krein’s theorem respectively give integral representations of positive definite
functions and evenly positive definite functions. Precisely, for a positive definite
function f on R, there exists a finite positive measure p on R such that

F) = /R ().
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Also for an evenly positive definite function f on R, there exists a finite positive
even measure o on R U iR such that

f(x) =/ e do(1).
RUIR

From this integral representation it follows that a bounded evenly positive definite
function is a positive definite function. We note that the measure o in the integral
representation of an evenly positive definite function is not unique, whereas the
measure u in the integral representation of a positive definite function is unique.
However, if an evenly positive definite function satisfies a certain restriction on its
growth for |x| — oo, then the integral representation becomes unique [Gelfand and
Vilenkin 1964].

Let G be a connected, noncompact semisimple Lie group with finite centre, and
let K be a fixed maximal compact subgroup of G. Integral representations of K-
positive definite distributions and K -positive definite functions have been derived
for real rank-one semisimple Lie groups with finite centre in [Sitaram 1978] and
[Pusti 2011], respectively.

An analogue of Krein’s theorem on R” has been obtained by N. Bopp [1979].
In this case, instead of evenly positive definite functions, one considers functions
which are positive definite relative to the action of a finite subgroup of O(n). Here
too, if we impose a certain growth condition, then the integral representation of
these functions is unique. In this paper, using Bopp’s result, we derive an integral
representation for the K-positive definite functions on a real rank n connected,
noncompact, semisimple Lie group with finite centre. We observe that the set
of positive definite functions is a proper subset of the set of K-positive definite
functions. Next, we consider the t-positive definite functions, 7 € K. The K-
positive definite functions are a special instance of the t-positive definite functions
(for t equals the trivial representation). We give an example in which the set
of t-positive definite functions is same as the set of positive definite functions.
That is, the same conclusion (as in K-positive definite function) is not true for t-
positive definite functions. Finally we characterize the A’s for which the 7-spherical
function @ ; is a positive definite function for the group G = Spin, (n, 1) and the
complex spin representation T. We note that G. van Dijk and A. Pasquale [1999]
studied positive definiteness of ¢ ; for the group G = Sp(1, n).

2. Preliminaries

Most of our notations are standard and can be found in [Anker 1991]. Let G be a
real rank n connected, noncompact, semisimple Lie group with finite centre with
Lie algebra g, and let U(g) be the universal enveloping algebra of g. Let g =€+ 5
be a Cartan decomposition of g, and let K be the maximal compact subgroup of G
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with Lie algebra €. We fix a maximal abelian subspace a of s. Since G is of real
rank n, we have dim a =n. We denote the real dual of a by a* and its complex dual
by ag. The Killing form of g induces an Ad K -invariant scalar product on s and
hence a G-invariant Riemannian metric on G/K (or K\G). With this structure,
G/K is a Riemannian globally symmetric space of the noncompact type. Also,
the Killing form of g induces a scalar product on a and hence on a*. We denote by
(-, ) its C-bilinear extension to ag.

Let g = go @ (Puyex ga) be the root space decomposition of g. Here, go =m®a,
where m is the centralizer of a in € and ¥ C a* is the root system of (g, a). Let
W be the Weyl group associated to ¥. We choose a set =T of positive roots. Let
at C a be the corresponding positive Weyl chamber and let a* be its closure. We
denote by (a*)* and (a*)T the similar cones in a*. Let n = @D, cx+ 9o Then nis
a nilpotent subalgebra of g. The element p € a* is defined by

p(H) =5Z4ex+mqa(H),

where m, = dim g,. Let A be the analytic subgroup of G with Lie algebra a. Then
A is a closed subgroup of G and the exponential map is an isomorphism from a
onto A. We set AT =expa™. Its closure is At = exp at. Let N be the analytic
subgroup of G with Lie algebra n, and let M be the centralizer of A in K.

The group G can be decomposed as G = KA+K. It is called the Cartan de-
composition of G and every element x of G can be decomposed as x = kjaky
with ki, k> € K and a € A*. We let x* be the aT-component of x € G in the
decomposition G = K (exp at)K and let |x| = ||xT||. Viewed on G/K, || is the
distance to the origin 0 = {K}. Also, the group G has Iwasawa decomposition
G =KAN. Let k(x) and H (x) be the components of x € G in K and a. Then any
element x € G can be expressed as x = k(x) exp H (x)n for some n € N.

For A € af, the elementary spherical function ¢, on G is given by

¢A(X)=f e~ HPHETD) gp
K

It satisfies the following properties:

(1) It is K-biinvariant, that is, ¢, (kixky) = ¢, (x) for all k;, k; € K and x € G.
Also, it is W-invariant in A € ag, that is, ¢y.1 (x) = ¢;.(x) for all w € W and
xeq.

(2) The function ¢, (x) is C* in x and holomorphic in A.

(3) It is a joint eigenfunction for all G-invariant differential operators on G/K;
in particular for the Laplacian A on G/K,

Agy = —((r, A) + [l o1H) 3.
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A function f on G is called K-biinvariant if f(kixk;) = f(x) forall k1, k, € K
and x € G. For a K-biinvariant function f on G, its spherical Fourier transform is
defined by

foy= /G FO@(xdx

for suitable A € af.

The set of infinitely differentiable compactly supported K -biinvariant functions
and infinitely differentiable K -biinvariant functions are denoted by C2°(G /K') and
C*®(G//K), respectively. For 0 < p <2 the L”-Schwartz space 67 (G //K) is the
set of all functions f € C*°(G//K) such that

sup(1+ |x[)*go(x) /7 | f(D; x; E)| < 00
xeG
for any D, E € U(g) and any integer s > 0. The Schwartz space €”(G// K) is
topologized by the seminorms
o g (f)=sup(l +|x)*¢o(x) "7 | f(D; x: E)| .

xeG

Then it follows that C2°(G //K) is dense in €7 (G //K) and €7 (G //K) is dense in
LP(G//K).

Let P (ag) be the space of entire functions on ag, which are of exponential type
and rapidly decreasing. The set of W-invariant elements in %(ag) is denoted by
ICHOLS

For fixed € > 0, let C*? be the convex hull of the set W - €p in a*, and let
a; = a* +iC be the tube in ag with base C*’. For € = 0, a} reduces to a*. Let
S(a*) be the symmetric algebra over a*. We define the Schwartz space S (a}) as
the space of all complex valued functions /4 such that the following hold true.

(1) h is holomorphic in the interior of a.
(2) h and all its derivatives extend continuously to ay.

(3) for any polynomial P € S(a*) and any (integer) ¢ > 0,

sup (1 + [[A[D'

real

0
P(55 )h)| < oo
The space ¥ (a}) is topologized by the seminorms

P(a%)h(/\)).

We denote by S’(aj)w the subspace of W-invariant functions in ¥(a?). For € =0,
¥ (a}) becomes the classical Schwartz space on a*. Then for € > 0, Ef(aj)W isa
Fréchet algebra (under pointwise multiplication) and Q’(a&“:)w is a dense subalgebra
of F(a)W.

Tp, () = sup (1 + A’

S
Aeaf
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We consider the function

coshe,(H) = ﬁ Z e Pt on .

Then we define the space ¥, (a) consisting of all functions g € C*(a) such that
sup(1+ | H|)* coshgp(H)|P< )g(H)| <0
Hea

for any polynomial P € S(a) (the symmetric algebra over a) and any s > 0.

Theorem 2.1 [Anker 1991]. (1) The spherical Fourier transform f +—> f isa
topological isomorphism between C°(G J/K) and @(aE)W and also between
€’(G//K) and 9’(a;")w, where e =2/p — 1.

(2) The Euclidean Fourier transform f +— f is a topological isomorphism be-
tween Fep ()Y and S (@)W, where f(0) = [ f(H)e " ™dH, ) € a*.

For a suitable K -biinvariant function f on G, the Abel transform is defined by
Af (H) = P / f(exp Hn) dn.
N

It satisfies the relation f A) = &d7 (1) for a suitable K-biinvariant function f on
G. Therefore it follows from Theorem 2.1 that the Abel transform f > sif is a
topological isomorphism between €7 (G //K) and ¥, (@)W fore=2/p—1.

3. M. G. Krein’s theorem
For a > 0, we define
Fou(R") ={¢p € C*(R") : |¢ll, < oofor any nonnegative integer p},

where
1l = max sup (1+ x| 2P Dig(x)] .

P xeR®
Then S, (R") becomes a Fréchet space and C2°(R") is a dense subspace of S, (R").
For a finite subgroup E of O(n), let ¥, (R") be the subspace of E-invariant func-
tions in &, (R").

Theorem 3.1 [Bopp 1979]. Let E be a finite subgroup of O(n) and let
T:9,(R"Y —C
be a continuous, linear functional such that

(1) T(n-¢)=T(¢) foralln € E, ¢ € F(R").
(2) T(¢*¢*) >0 forall g € Fo(RE.
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Then there exists a unique positive tempered measure o, invariant under the E-
action, such that for all ¢ € ¥, (R"),

T(¢) =f P(€)do (&),
MNT,

where M = {£€ € C" : there exists n € E such that n.£ = £} and
T, =1{eC":|[Im&| < aj.

Since we have an isomorphism between ¥, (R") and ¥¢,(a) we can rewrite the
theorem above in the following way:

Theorem 3.2. Let T : ¥, (a)V — C be a continuous, linear functional such that
T(p*¢*) >0 forall ¢ €Fe,(a)”.

Then there exists a unique positive tempered measure o, invariant under the W -
action, such that for all ¢ € S, (a),

T($) = (M) do (2),
MNaf
where M= {A € ag : there exists w € W such that w.A = A

We call a K-biinvariant continuous function f on G K-positive definite if for
all g € CX(G//K),

/ f@)(g*g")(x™Hdx =0,

G

where g*(x) = g(x~1) for all x € G. If the equation above is true for every g €
C2°(G) we say that f is a positive definite function. We prove the following

analogue of M. G. Krein’s theorem for K -positive definite functions on semisimple
Lie groups.

Theorem 3.3. For a K -positive definite function f € 67 (G//K) (0 < p <2), there
exists a unique finite positive measure o on MNa?, invariant under the Weyl group
action, such that for all x € G

fx) = $r.(x)do(A),

MNaE
wheree =2/p — 1.
Proof. We define a linear functional T : Ef’ep(a)w — C by

Tf<h>=/ FA hy(x ™ dx.
G
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The integral exists and is continuous by the given condition on f and the iso-
morphism of the Abel transform on €”(G/K). Since f(A) = Af(A) for all
f € 6P (G //K), it follows that

ATh=T forall heFe(@Y.
Using this, we easily check that
ANy xhy) = Ay %A hy and ATV = (A7 hy)”

for all hy, hy € F¢p (a)V. Then

Tf(h*h*)=/ F) (A R (A7 h)*) (x 7 dx > 0,
G

since f is K-positive definite. Therefore, by Theorem 3.2, there exists a unique
positive tempered measure o on .l N a?, invariant under the Weyl group action,
such that

Ty(h) = / h(A)do(n) forall h e Fep(w)W.
MNa
This shows that

(3-1) / f(x)g(x_l)dxzf 2(M)do(r) forall g € 6P (GJ/K).
G MNa

Now we show that the measure o is finite. For this let {g,} be a Dirac-delta se-
quence in €7 (G //K). Then {g, * g;} is also a Dirac-delta sequence in €7 (G //K).
Applying this sequence to the previous equation we get

ff(x)(gn*g:)u—l)dx:f 180 (W) >do (A).
G MNe

Now we take the limit as # — 0o on both sides of the equation and apply Fatou’s
lemma to get o (M Na}) < f(e). Therefore the measure o is finite. From (3-1) we
get, using Fubini’s theorem,

[ rweaha= [ gorasty= [ o [ giodatya
G JMNat G Nt
This is true for every g € €7 (G //K). Hence
fx)= ¢, (x)do()) with € = 2_ 1. O
MNaE p

We can easily check that a function f on G which has an integral representation
as in Theorem 3.3 is a K-positive definite function. That is, the converse of the
Theorem 3.3 holds.



388 SANJOY PUSTI

A K-biinvariant distribution 7" on G is called a K -positive definite distribution
if T(¢px¢*) >0 forall p € C°(G//K). Itis a positive definite distribution if the
inequality above holds for all ¢ € C2°(G). Barker [1975, p. 201] raised the question
whether a K-positive definite distribution is a positive definite distribution. We
shall see that the answer is negative, that is, the set of positive definite distributions
is a proper subset of the set of K-positive definite distributions. For this let us
consider Ap € [l \ af. Our claim is that ¢, is a K-positive definite distribution
but not a positive definite distribution. By the Helgason—Johnson theorem ¢, is
bounded if and only if A € aj. Since Ao ¢ af, ¢, is not bounded. Therefore, ¢;,
is not a positive definite function. Hence ¢, is not a positive definite distribution.
Now Ag € Jl implies that there exists w € W such that w.Ag = Ao. This shows that
d)xo = ¢,,. Therefore, for a suitable K-biinvariant function f on G,

/G o # FH N dx = Fho)FF o) = | F o) = 0.

This proves our claim.

The same example also shows that the set of positive definite functions is a
proper subset of the set of K-positive definite functions.

We now see in the real rank-one case that if we restrict our attention to cer-
tain classes of functions, then the set of positive definite functions is same as the
set of K-positive definite functions. Any real rank-one connected, noncompact,
semisimple Lie group G with finite centre can be classified (up to coverings) as

(1) G =S80.(1, n), for which my, =n — 1 and my, =0,
(2) G =SU(, n), for which my =2n —2 and mpy =1,
3) G =Sp(1, n), for which my, = 4n — 4 and m,, = 3, or
(4) G =F4(-20), for which my, =8 and myy =17.

Let x and & be the set of K -positive definite functions and the set of positive
definite functions on G respectively.

Proposition 3.4. (1) For the groups G = SO.(1, n) and G = SU(1, n), we have
PxNLP(GJK)=PNL>®(GJK).

(2) For the group G = Sp(1, n), we have Px NL"(GJ/K) =P NL" (G//K), for
any2 <r<Q2n+1).

(3) For the group G =F4(_20), we have Px NL"(G//K) =PNL"(G//K), for any

2<r§%.

Proof. 1t is known [Flensted-Jensen and Koornwinder 1979] that ¢, is positive
definite if and only if L € R or A = in for n € [—s0, So] U {£p}, where so = p if
mo, = 0, otherwise sp = %ma + 1. Therefore:
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(a) For the groups G =S0O,(1, n) and G =SU(1, n), ¢, is positive definite if and
only if A e Ror A =in with n € [—p, p].
(b) For the group G = Sp(1, n), ¢, is positive definite if and only if A € R or
A=inwithne[—C2n—-1), 2n—1)]JU{£2n+ 1)}
(c) For the group G =F4(_20), ¢ is positive definite if and only if A € Ror A =in
with n € [-5, 5]U{%11}.
We know that
(3-2) ¢, € L°(G//K) if and only if A € Sy,
where S, ={L € C:|ImA| < (2/r —1)p},r > 0. Also, forr > 1,
(3-3) ¢, € L’,(G//K) ifand only if A € S,

where 1/r 4+ 1/r' = 1 [Pusti et al. 2011]. Now, from Theorem 3.3, a K -positive
definite function can be expressed as

) = fR $.(0) it (1) + me(x)duz(A),

where w; is a finite positive measure and w, is a positive measure such that the
integral [g ¢ix(x)du2 (1) exists for every x € G.

If the K-positive definite function f is in L*°(G//K), the measure o must be
supported in i [—p, p] by (3-2). Therefore a K-positive definite function f which
is in L*°(G//K) has an integral form:

fx) = / $a(x) dper (3) +/ 1 (x) dpa(2).
R i[=p.pl
However, this is a positive definite function for the groups G = SO,(1, n) and
G =SU(1, n), by (a). This proves (1).
To prove (2), note that if the K-positive definite function f is in L"(G//K),
2 <r < (2n+1) by (3-3) it follows that the measure p, must be supported in

iIRNSS Ci(—2n—1), 2n—1)).

This proves that the function f is positive definite.
The proof of (3) is similar. O

Remark 3.5. For the groups G = SO.(1, n) and G = SU(1, n), it follows from
the above that a K-positive definite function is a positive definite function if and
only if f € L*(G//K). However, a similar statement is not true for the groups
G = Sp(1, n) and G = F4_20). In fact, for the group G = Sp(1, n), the function
@@n+1)i 18 K-positive definite as well as positive definite, but it does not belong to
any L"(G//K),2 <r <(2n+1). Similarly, for the group G = F4(_»0), the function
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¢11; is K-positive definite as well as positive definite but it does not belong to any
L'(G)K),2<r<4.

Let f €€?(G//K) be a K -positive definite function. Then by Theorem 3.3 there
exists a finite positive measure o, invariant under the Weyl group action such that

fx) = ¢.(x)do ().

MNa*

However, this is a positive definite function on G because ¢,, is positive definite for
A€ a*. Hence Px N€%(G/K)=PN%G*(G//K) (cf. [Bopp 1979] for distributions).

4. t-positive definite functions

In this section we give an example in which the set of T-positive definite functions is
same as the set of positive definite functions (without imposing any decay condition
on functions). For defining the 7-positive definite functions we recall some basic
facts [Camporesi 1997; Camporesi and Pedon 2001].

Definition 4.1. For 7 € K a scalar valued function f on G is said to be t-radial if
flkxk~") = f(x) forallk € K, x € G and ifd: ;% f=f=fx*dx,, where x,
and d, are respectively the character and dimension of 7.

When t is the trivial representation of K, a t-radial function is a K -biinvariant
function. We note that the t-radial functions are radial sections of the homogeneous
vector bundle over G/K associated with the representation 7 € K. The set of
all compactly supported t-radial infinitely differentiable functions and infinitely
differentiable 7-radial functions are denoted by C for (G) and C2°(G), respectively.

Definition 4.2. A t-radial continuous function f on G is called t-positive definite
if
/ f)(gxg)xNdx >0, forall geCZ(G).
G

Let G =Spin, (n, 1), the identity component of Spin(#, 1). Then, in the notation
of the previous section, K = Spin(n) and M = Spin(n —1). In the rest of the section
we fix these meanings for G, K, M.

Let 7,, be the complex spin representation of K. The following proposition gives
information about the irreducibility of 7,,.

Proposition 4.3 [Camporesi and Pedon 2001]. (1) Ifn is even, then 1, splits into
two irreducible components given by the positive and negative half-spin rep-
resentations T, = r,f @1, and tf |pM = 0,1, where 0,1 is the spin represen-
tation of M.

(2) If n is odd, then 7, is irreducible and t,|y = a,;tl ®o,_,, where anlil, are
irreducible components of the spin representation o,—1 of M.
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It is known that (G, K, 7) is a Gelfand triple, that is, the convolution algebra
C2 (G) is commutative when 7 € K is either 7,7 or 7, if n is even and 7, if n is
odd. For n even the r,fc—spherical function is given by

+ .
o (x) = / e” WHPHER o (kK (xk)™") dk.
K

+ +
Also, it satisfies ¢ (x) = ¢;" (x).
For n odd the t,-spherical functions are denoted by ¢;”+ N and ¢;”_ i They
are given by the integral formula o "

o )L(X):Q,do.i //e_(MJ"")H(Xk)XTn(km_lK(xk)_l)Xai (m)dmdk.
Unfl’ n—1 K JMm n—1

They satisfy ¢;"+ )= "

n—1° On—1>

(x).

From now on by 7 € K we will mean either t = 7,7 or T = 7, if n is even
and 7 =1, if n is odd. For n even we shall write the t-spherical functions ¢7 ,
instead of qﬁ;:_] ,.- Also for n odd we write the 7,,-spherical functions

T s Tn
¢+,  instead of ¢Uﬁpf

Henceforth while dealing with G = Spin,(n, 1) and 7 as above we shall simply
say when n is even and when n is odd to distinguish between these two cases.
For a t-radial function f its spherical Fourier transform is defined by

flo.n) = fG FOSE, (Y dx

when 7 is even. For n odd it is defined by

flo* 1= /G FdEe , (.

Theorem 4.4 [Gelfand and Vilenkin 1964, Theorem 3, p. 157, Theorem 5, p. 226].
(a) Let T be a positive definite distribution on R, that is,

T(p*¢p*) >0 forall p € CZ(R).

Then there exists a positive tempered measure |1 on R such that

T(¢) = fR ¢ du(r) forall ¢ € CE(R).

(b) Let T be an evenly positive definite distribution on R, that is, T (¢ * ¢*) > 0
forall p € C°(R),. Then there exists positive even measures (11 and o such
that

T(¢)=/Ra(k)dm(/\)+/l;5(ik)dm@) forall ¢ € C(R).,
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where |11 is a tempered measure and |1y is such that
/ e™dus(1) < oo forall a> 0.
R

The next theorem gives integral representations of t-positive definite functions
on G = Spin,(n, 1).

Theorem 4.5. Let G = Spin.(n, 1) and let T denote one of {1:;r , T, } whenn is even
and t,, when n is odd.

(a) Let n be even and let f be a t-positive definite function on G. Then there
exists even positive measures [L] and Ly such that for all x € G

F) = /R 67, () dur () + /R 07 1 ) diua(h),

where 11 is finite measure and |4y is such that

/ e“™dus(1) < oo forall a> 0.
R

(b) Letn be odd and let f be a T-positive definite function on G. Then there exists
a finite positive measure [ such that for all x € G

f@) = fR BL. () d(h).

Proof. We shall prove (b). The proof of (a) is similar. Let n be odd and let f be
a T-positive definite function on G. We define the linear functional 7 on C2°(R)
as follows:

Tf(h):/ FE) AR Ydx  forall h e CZ(R).
G

Here o is the Abel transform, which is a topological isomorphism between C5, (G)
and C2°(R). We also have f(—k) = &47()0 for all f € CZ(G). Then it follows

that @z(—)\) = E()\) for all 1 € C°(R). Using this, we easily check that
AN xhy) =A" hy x A Ry
and A~ 'h% = (4~ hy)* for all hy, hy € C°(R). Then
Tr(h+h*) = / FOA T hx (AT Hde =0
G

as f is t-positive definite. Therefore, by (a), there exists a positive tempered
measure 4 on R such that for all 7 € C2°(R)

Tr(h) = /R RN d ().
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This shows that for all g € C25(G)

@-1) /G FOOgG N dx = /R e duh).

Using approximate identity techniques we can easily prove that the measure u is
finite. Then from Equation (4-1), using Fubini’s theorem we get

/ F)g(ydx = / / OB, () dxdi
G RJG

:/ g(x—l)f(p;m(x)du(,\)dx.
G R

Since this is true for every g € C5 (G), it follows that

o) = /R BF+ 5 (0 du (). 0

It is easy to check that the converse of Theorem 4.5 holds true. We get the
following corollary from Theorem 4.5(b):

Corollary 4.6. The set of T-positive definite functions is same as the set of positive
definite functions when t = 1,, and n is odd.

Remark 4.7. We saw after Theorem 3.3 that the function ¢, Ao € M \ a] is K-
positive definite but not positive definite. When t = t,, and n is odd, we could try to
find a similar example by considering the function ¢;+’ o MET R\i[—1, 1]. But
qb;t o is neither a t-positive definite function nor a positive definite function. The
argument used in the K-positive definite case does not work here. Indeed, unlike
the case of the spherical functions ¢, which are W-invariant in A € aE, there is no
relation between ¢>§+’ , and ¢;+,—A when 7 = 1, and n is odd.

We Now characterize the A’s for which ¢ , is positive definite for
G = Sping(n, 1)
when 7 is the irreducible component of the complex spin representation.

Theorem 4.8. Let G = Spine(n, 1) and let T denote one of {t,, T, } when n is even
and t, when n is odd. Then

(@) ¢, is positive definite if and only if . € R when n(> 4) is even, and

(b) ¢.- , are positive definite if and only if A € R when n is odd.
Proof. (a) Let n be even and n > 4. The t-spherical function @/ ; is positive
definite if and only if 7 is contained in the unitary principal, discrete or comple-

mentary series representations. It is well-known that there is no discrete series
representation which contains . Also, by [Knapp and Stein 1971, Proposition 55]
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and the Frobenius reciprocity theorem there is no complementary series containing
7. Hence ¢ , is positive definite if and only if A € R.

(b) For the case n odd we prove the result without using representation theory. By
Corollary 4.6 the t-spherical function ¢_ . , is positive definite if and only if it is
a t-positive definite function. That is equivalent to

/G(f * [ @)l (x7Ndx =0 forall febi(G),
where 62 (G) is the set of t-radial L>-Schwartz class functions on G. That is,
(4-2) fet, M fet,2) =0 forall fe%*(G),
since m = ¢;X(x_1). Let us consider a function
f €€(G)

such that f (cT, )= Ae=*". Such a function exists by the Schwartz space isomor-
phism theorem [Camporesi and Pedon 2001, Theorem 6.3]. Then (4-2) is true if
and only if A € R. ]
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