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Morse-Bott cohomology from homological perturbation theory

ZHENGYI ZHOU

We construct cochain complexes generated by the cohomology of critical manifolds in the abstract setup
of flow categories for Morse—Bott theories under minimum transversality assumptions. We discuss
the relations between different constructions of Morse—Bott theories. In particular, we explain how
homological perturbation theory is used in Morse—Bott theories, and both our construction and the
cascades construction can be interpreted as applications of homological perturbations. In the presence of
group actions, we construct cochain complexes for the equivariant theory. Expected properties like the
independence of approximations of classifying spaces and the existence of the action spectral sequence are
proven. We carry out our construction for Morse—Bott functions on closed manifolds and prove it recovers
the regular cohomology. We outline the project of combining our construction with polyfold theory.
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1 Introduction

Morse theory [59] enables one to analyze the topology of a manifold by studying Morse functions on
that manifold, or more explicitly by studying critical points and gradient flow lines. Although Morse
functions are generic among all differentiable functions, sometimes it is more convenient to work with
more special functions. Morse—Bott functions were introduced by Bott in [8] as generalizations of Morse
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1322 Zhengyi Zhou

functions, and have proven to be extremely useful for studying spaces in the presence of symmetries;
see Bott [9] and Bott and Samelson [10]. Inspired by ideas of Witten [76] and Gromov [37], Floer
generalized Morse theory to various infinite-dimensional settings [27; 28; 29; 30]. Now there are many
invariants in symplectic geometry, contact geometry and low-dimensional topology based on Floer’s
construction. Many of them have a “Morse theoretical” background, eg Dostoglou and Salamon [22],
Kronheimer and Mrowka [50], Ozsvéth and Szabé [62] and Seidel [70]. Many other invariants (see
Eliashberg, Givental and Hofer [23], Fukaya, Oh, Ohta and Ono [34] and Seidel [71]) are closely related
to Morse theory. Usually invariants are defined in the “Morse” case, ie critical points are isolated, and
invariants or structural maps are defined by counting zero-dimensional moduli spaces. However, often it
is more convenient to study the Morse—Bott case, where we need to “count” higher-dimensional moduli
spaces, since there are several benefits:

(1) Morse-Bott functions usually reflect some extra symmetries of the problem, and computations in
Morse—Bott theory are usually simpler because of the extra symmetries (see Bourgeois [12] and
Diogo and Lisi [20]).

(2) Morse—Bott theories appear in equivariant theories; see Austin and Braam [3], Bourgeois and
Oancea [14] and Lin [53].

There are two aspects of Morse—Bott theories in applications. First, we need to construct compactified
moduli spaces of gradient flow lines/Floer trajectories from one critical manifold to another critical
manifold. Moreover, we need the moduli spaces to be equipped with smooth structures so that the moduli
spaces are manifolds or orbifolds. To achieve that, there are three main methods:

(1) geometric perturbations (see McDuff and Salamon [56]), where one perturbs geometric data like
almost-compact structures or metrics (such methods were used in many classical treatments of
Floer theories),

(2) the Kuranishi method (see [34], as well as Joyce [48] and McDuff and Wehrheim [57]),
(3) the polyfold method (see Hofer, Wysocki and Zehnder [44]).

There are many other methods for specific geometric settings (see Cieliebak and Mohnke [17], Ionel and
Parker [46], Li and Tian [52] and Ruan and Tian [67]) and algebraic treatments; see Pardon [63]. Second,
from critical manifolds and compactified moduli spaces of gradient flow lines/Floer trajectories we need
to construct cochain complexes. We focus on the second part. In particular, we explain how to count when
the dimension of moduli spaces is positive, assuming the moduli spaces are reasonably nice. However, we
will discuss the transversality problem for the finite-dimensional Morse—Bott theory in Section 8 using
geometric perturbations, and outline the polyfold method for the general case in Section 9.

1.1 Cohomology of flow categories

It turns out that all critical manifolds and compactified moduli spaces from a Morse—Bott setting determine
a category, namely a flow category, which was first introduced by Cohen, Jones and Segal in [19] to
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organize all the moduli spaces of flow lines in Morse/Floer theories. Roughly speaking, the objects of a
flow category come from critical points, and the morphisms are (broken) flow lines.

In the Morse case, the cochain complex is constructed by counting points in the zero-dimensional moduli
spaces (the morphism space). However, in a general Morse—Bott case, higher-dimensional moduli spaces
should contribute nontrivially to the construction. Given a general abstract Morse—Bott flow category,
there are several methods to get a chain or cochain complex:

(1) Austin and Braam’s model [3] The cochain complex is generated by differential forms of the
critical manifolds, and the differential is defined by the pullback and pushforward of differential
forms through the compactified moduli spaces.

(2) Fukaya’s model [33] The chain complex is generated by a certain subcomplex of the singular
chain complex of the critical manifolds, and the differential is defined by the pushforward and
pullback of singular chains through the compactified moduli spaces.

(3) The cascades model of Bourgeois [12] and Frauenfelder [32] The cochain complex is generated
by Morse cochain complexes of critical manifolds after we assign suitable Morse functions to each

critical manifold. The differential is defined by counting “cascades”.!

All of the methods above have to make some assumptions on the compactified moduli spaces of Morse/Floer
trajectories. In the Morse—Bott setting, Morse/Floer trajectories can break into pieces with ends matched.
Hence the boundary of a compactified moduli space consists of fiber products over critical manifolds. The
minimal transversality requirement is that these fiber products are cut out transversely. Such a requirement
is natural using any reasonable virtual technique. We work in the context of flow categories under such
fiber products transversality assumptions.

Our first goal is to unify the three methods and provide a simple and clean construction, called the minimal
Morse—Bott construction, to every Morse—Bott flow category. Moreover, we will explain the following
guiding principle in Morse—Bott constructions:

Claim Formal applications of the homological perturbation lemma tend to give well-defined constructions.

It turns out that both cascades and the minimal construction fit into this principle, and the relations are
described in the following diagram:

Austin and Braam’s
model/Fukaya’s model

l

homological pertubation lemma

[ cascades construction ] [ minimal construction ]

IStrictly speaking, the original cascades model [12; 32] was phrased using homological conventions; the abovementioned
cochain complex is the linear dual of the homological cascades model.
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In applications of the homological perturbation theory, one needs to choose some perturbation data
(projections and homotopies). For the cascades model, the projections and homotopies are provided
by Harvey and Lawson’s work [39] on Morse theory. The minimal construction is based on a more
direct construction of the projections and homotopies. For example, one can choose the projection to
harmonic forms and the associated Green operator (as the homotopy) as the perturbation data. The
principle above also works for structures more general than a “linear structure” like flow categories, as
long as all the relevant moduli spaces satisfy the fiber products transversality assumption; see eg Cieliebak
and Volkov [18]. However, this has gone beyond our scope here.

Our main theorem is that, with suitable orientations, one can associate a well-defined cochain complex
generated by the cohomology of the object space (critical manifolds) to a flow category:

Theorem To every oriented flow category we can assign a minimal Morse—Bott cochain complex
(BC, dgc) over R generated by the cohomology of the object space (with a suitable completion) in a
functorial way.

Of course, this theorem bears no meaning yet. We point out here that:

(1) When the flow category arises from a Morse—Bott function on a closed manifold, the cohomology
of the minimal Morse-Bott cochain complex is the cohomology of the manifold.

(2) When the flow category arises from a Morse case (critical points are nondegenerate and hence
isolated), the cochain complex is the usual cochain complex with differential defined by counting
rigid points in the morphism space.

(3) There are analogous constructions for continuation maps and homotopies, which, in applications,
will yield invariance with respect to various auxiliary geometric data (Hamiltonians, almost-complex
structures, metrics etc).

The construction provides explicit formulae for how higher-dimensional moduli spaces contribute in the
construction; in particular, there are error-correcting terms from moduli spaces related to the boundaries
and corners. Like the cascades construction, to write down an explicit cochain complex we need to
make some choices on each critical manifold. One of the advantages of the minimal construction is that
the choices do not require any compatibility condition with the morphism space (moduli spaces). The
cohomology theory on the level of flow categories in this paper simplifies many geometric constructions
including products (Section 7.1.1), quotients (Section 7.2.1) and fibrations (Section 6.2.1), as such
constructions are natural on the level of flow categories.

The theorem above is the simplest version. We also discuss several generalizations: the critical manifold
C; can be noncompact, the critical manifold C; can be equipped with local systems and does not have
to be orientable, and it is not necessary that the cochain complex is generated by the cohomology, any
finite-dimensional subspace of differential forms satisfying a cohomological relation is sufficient. Such
flexibility allows us to prove a Gysin exact sequence for sphere bundles over flow categories. In [79], we
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use the Gysin exact sequence to show that any exact filling of a simply connected flexibly fillable contact
manifold has the same cohomology ring structure on even degrees.

1.2 Equivariant theories

Our second goal is developing an equivariant theory on the level of flow categories, which would serve as
a model for defining equivariant Floer theory. When there is a group G symmetry on the Morse—Bott
theory, the cohomology theory should be enriched to a G—equivariant theory. One typical method is
approximating the homotopy quotient. Bourgeois and Oancea [16] used a construction inspired by
the cascades method to define the S !—equivariant symplectic homology in this spirit. In our case, the
homotopy quotient construction is very natural on the level of flow categories. Hence we can combine
the Borel construction and our minimal construction, and realize the equivariant cochain complex as a
homotopy limit.

Theorem Assume a compact Lie group G acts on an oriented flow category C and preserves the
orientations. Then there is a cochain complex (BCG, dBGC), whose homotopy type is unique, ie independent
of all the choices in the construction, particularly the choice of finite-dimensional approximations of the
classifying space EG — BG.

1.3 Constructions of flow categories

The remaining obstacle to using the minimal construction in applications is constructing a flow category.
In Section 8, we construct flow categories for the finite-dimensional Morse—Bott theory using geometric
methods. In general, geometric perturbations (perturbing metrics in Morse theory and perturbing almost-
complex structures in Floer theory), may not be enough to guarantee the transversality assumption, and
hence one needs to apply some abstract perturbations. In fact, our minimal construction is applicable
to polyfold theory. We can enrich a flow category (a system of manifolds) to a system of polyfolds
with sc—Fredholm sections, and the boundaries/corners of the polyfolds come from transverse fiber
products of polyfolds. We will refer this system as a polyflow category. Then we can find a coherent
perturbation scheme and apply the abstract perturbation theorem for polyfolds of Hofer, Wysocki and
Zehnder [44] to get a flow category. In the presence of a group action, the theorem above on equivariant
cohomology requires G—equivariant transversality. But we know that G—equivariant transversality is
typically obstructed. In general, we need to apply the Borel construction using quotient theorems of
Zhou [78] to the whole polyflow category instead of the flow category.

Organization

Section 2 discusses the motivation of the minimal construction from homological perturbation theory and
interprets the cascades construction as an example of an application of the homological perturbation theory.
Section 3 defines the minimal cochain complex, as well as continuation maps and homotopies explicitly,
and proves that they satisfy the desired properties. Section 4 discusses the action spectral sequence.
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Section 5 explains how the orientations used in Section 3 arise in Morse/Floer theories. Section 5 also
generalizes the construction to the case with local systems and nonorientable manifolds. Section 6
generalizes the construction to flow categories with noncompact critical manifolds, and also provides
a more general setup which allows us to prove statements like the Gysin exact sequence. Section 7
discusses the equivariant theory. Section 8 is devoted to the Morse—Bott theory on finite-dimensional
manifolds (both open and closed) and proves that the minimal construction recovers the cohomology of the
underlying manifold. Section 9 outlines the project of combining our construction with polyfold theory.
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2 Motivation from homological perturbation theory

2.1 Differential topology notation

We first set up some notation and transversality theory for manifolds with boundaries and corners, and
orientation conventions.

2.1.1 Manifolds and submanifolds with boundaries and corners Unless stated otherwise, all mani-
folds we consider are manifolds possibly with boundaries and corners [58, Definition 1.6.1], ie for every
point in the manifold there is an open neighborhood diffeomorphic to an open subset of R” , where
R4 :=[0,00). A closed manifold is a compact manifold without boundary.

Definition 2.1 Let M be a manifold and x € M a point. Choosing a chart ¢:R”} DU — M near x € M,
the degeneracy index d(x) of the point x is defined to be #{v; | v; = 0}, where (vy,...,v,) € R’ and
¢(v1,...,vp)=x€M.

The degeneracy index d does not depend on the local chart ¢ [58, Corollary 1.5.1]. For i > 0, we define
the depth-i boundary d; M to be
(2-1) oM ={xeM|dx)=i}.

Then dgM is the set of interior points of M. Note that all d; M are manifolds without boundary, and
in most cases they are noncompact. Submanifolds of manifolds should be compatible with structures
defined in (2-1):
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Definition 2.2 A closed subset N C M is a submanifold of M if and only if N is a manifold such that
the inclusion N — M is a smooth embedding and, for all i > 0, we have 0; N = N N d; M. In other
words, (M, N) near x is locally modeled on (R’j_ xR*k, R’j_ x R?™™ x {0}"~*) near 0 for every x € N.

An instant corollary is that if N is submanifold of M and M is submanifold of K, then N is also a
submanifold of K. Unless stated otherwise, we will only consider submanifolds defined as above. In
particular, when M has no boundary, a submanifold does not have boundary either. Note that d; M is not
a submanifold of M in the sense of Definition 2.2 unless dim M = 0.

Remark 2.3 (1) Some authors require, in the definition of manifolds with boundaries and corners, the
additional property that faces (the closure of connected components of d1 M) are submanifolds (not in
the sense of Definition 2.2 but a weaker sense, eg t—submanifolds in [58, Definition 1.7.3]); for example,
[58, Definition 1.8.5]. Such a definition will rule out the “teardrop” shape. Although we do not use this
definition, we note here that in Floer/Morse cohomology theories, which are the main applications of
our abstract construction, the compactified moduli spaces of Floer/Morse trajectories are manifolds with
boundaries and corners in this stronger sense. However, if we were to consider more general algebraic
structures (more complicated than a cochain complex) arising from the compactified moduli spaces of
pseudoholomorphic curves, a “teardrop” moduli space may appear; see for example [64, Figure 8].

(2) There are different notions of submanifolds in a manifold with boundaries and corners depending on
the purpose. For example, there are notions of 71—, d—, and p—submanifolds [58, Section 1.7] depending
on the compatibility of tangent spaces at the boundary. However, our notion of submanifolds is stronger
than any of that, as we require that / = k in the definition of p—submanifolds [58, Definition 1.7.4]. This
is equivalent to requiring that (M, N') near x is locally modeled on (R’fF xR"k, R'j_ x R 5 {0y k)
near O for x € N.

(3) Submanifolds in the sense of Definition 2.2 arise naturally as zero sets of sections s: M — E of a
vector bundle E over a manifold M with boundaries and corners, if {3, a7 is transverse to O for all 7. This
can be viewed as a prototype of how compactified moduli spaces of Floer cylinders/holomorphic curves
can be equipped with the structure of a manifold with boundaries and corners in the polyfold perspective.
The transversality requirements above are equivalent to s being in general position [44, Definition 5.3.9].

Definition 2.4 Transversality is defined as follows, to accommodate the boundary and corner structures:

(1) Let C be a manifold without boundary, B a submanifold of C and M a manifold possibly with
boundaries and corners. A smooth map f: M — C is transverse to B if and only if f|y s h B
for all i in the classical sense, ie D fx(T0; M) + Tyx)B = T¢(x)C for all x € 9; M such that
f(x) e B.

(2) Let M be a manifold, and N; and N, two submanifolds. Then we say N is transverse to N if
and only if, for all i > 0 and every x € d; N1 N d; N2, we have that d; Ny is transverse to d; N»
in 0; M in the classical sense, ie Txd; N1 + T 0; No = T, 0; M .
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Proposition 2.5 We have the following implicit function theorems:

(1) Let C be a manifold without boundary and B be a submanifold. Given a manifold M along with
a smooth map f, assume that f: M — C is transverse to B in the sense of Definition 2.4(1). Then
f~Y(B) is a submanifold of M (in the sense of Definition 2.2).

(2) Let Ny and N, be two submanifolds of a manifold M such that N1 is transverse to N, in the sense
of Definition 2.4(2). Then N1 N N, is a submanifold of M. The codimension of N; N N> is the
sum of the codimensions of N1 and N>.

Proof The first claim is standard. We sketch a proof of the second claim using the first claim (but not
the “obvious” one, as we cannot assume C = M and B = N, in the first claim since M and N, have
nonempty boundaries). Let x € N, with d(x) = k; we may assume the pair (M, N», x) N U, for an open
set U C M, is modeled on (R’j_ xRk, R’j_ x R™=k 5 {0}»=™ 0), following Remark 2.3. We consider
f: N1 NU — R"™_ the projection to the last n —m coordinates. It is straightforward to check that
transversality in Definition 2.4(2) implies (and is actually equivalent to) that 0 is a regular value of f. Since
f -1 (0)=N1NN,NU, we endow N1 N N, with the structure of submanifold with boundaries and corners
in Np by the first claim, and hence the structure of submanifold with boundaries and corners in M. 0O

Since measure-zero sets on differentiable manifolds are well defined and our construction is based
on integration, errors over a measure-zero set can be tolerated. In particular, we have the following
useful notion:

Definition 2.6 Let M and N be two manifolds. A smooth map f: M — N is a diffeomorphism up
to zero-measure if and only if there exist measure-zero closed sets M; C M and N; C N such that
flm\m, : M\M1 — N\Nj is a diffeomorphism.

2.1.2 Orientations Given an oriented vector bundle E over a manifold M, the determinant bundle
det £ is a trivial line bundle, which can be reduced further to a trivial Z/2-bundle sign E. Moreover,
we can assign to sign E a Z/2 grading |sign E| = rank E. The fiber of sign E over x € M is the set
of equivalence classes of ordered bases [(e1, ..., e,)] of the fiber E, where (eq, ..., e,) is equivalent
to (e}, ...,ey) if and only if the transformation matrix between them has positive determinant. Then
the orientation of E induces a continuous section of sign £, and we use [E] € T'(sign E) to denote the
section induced by the orientation.

Given two vector bundles £ and F over M, we fix a bundle isomorphism:
mg F:sign(E) ®z/, sign(F) — sign(E @ F),
[(e1,---ren)] R[(Sf1,---s f)] = [(e1,---sens f1.---s fm)]-

Therefore orientations [E] and [F] determine an orientation of £ @ F through mg_r, and hence we
denote the induced orientation by

(2-2) [E][F]:=mEg,F([E].[F]).
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Since [(e1,...,en, f1,--» fm)] = D" [(f1, ..., fm-€1,-..,€n)], we have
[EN[F] = (-D)/FIEIF(E].

Definition 2.7 For simplicity of notation, we introduce the following:

e A manifold M is oriented if and only if the tangent bundle TM is oriented, and we use [M] to denote
the orientation.

e J[M] denotes the induced orientation (in the usual sense, so that Stokes’ theorem holds without extra
sign) on the depth-1 boundary d; M for an oriented manifold M.

e Let E—~ M and F — N be two oriented vector bundles. We use [E] 4 [F] to denote the induced
orientation on E U F — M U N, and —[E] to denote the opposite orientation.

¢ Unless stated otherwise, the product M x N is oriented by the product orientation of M and N, and
we use [M x N] to denote the product orientation. Then

(2-3) M x N] = d[M]x [N]+ (=D ™M [M] x d[N].

e If f: M — N is a diffeomorphism, we use f«[M] as the orientation on N induced by D f : TM — TN
and [M].

e Let E — N be an oriented vector bundle and f: M — N a smooth map. Then the bundle map
f*E — E induces a bundle map sign( f* E)) — sign(FE). Through this map, the orientation [E] induces
an orientation on f*E over M ; the induced orientation is denoted by f*[E].

Example 2.8 Let C be a closed oriented manifold. We now explain our orientation convention for the
normal bundle N of the diagonal A C C x C = C; x C5 using the notation introduced in Definition 2.7:
A is oriented by the condition? 1 [A] = [C1], where 71 : C; x C» — C; is the projection. Then there
exists a unique orientation of N such that, when restricted to A, we have

[A]IN] = [TC[TC]la.
For simplicity, we suppress the restrictions and the subscripts,> and the equation becomes
(2-4) [A][N] = [C][C] or equivalently [N][A] = (~1)@™O*(C][C].

This determines our orientation convention for the normal bundle N.
2.2 Flow categories

Flow categories was introduced by Cohen, Jones and Segal [19] to organize the moduli spaces in Floer
(co)homology, and were used to construct a stable homotopy type for Floer theories. Our construction
will be based on the concept of flow categories, and hence we recall the definition first:

Definition 2.9 A flow category is a small category C with the following properties:

2This condition is equivalent to 2 4 [A] = [C2].
3We will never switch the order of the two copies of C.
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(1) The object space Obj(C) = | _|;c7z C; is a disjoint union of closed manifolds C;, ie C; is a compact
manifold without boundary. The morphism space Mor(C) = M is a manifold. The source and target
maps s,t: M — C are smooth.

(2) Let M, ; denote (s x H~NCixC 7). Then M, ; = C;, corresponding to the identity morphisms, and
s and 7 restricted to M; ; are identities. M; ; = & for j <i, and M; ; is a compact manifold for j > i.

(3) Lets;,; and ¢;,; denote s|nq; ; and f|aq; ;. For every strictly increasing sequence ip < iy < <,
tio, iy XSy in Xtiy i X+ XSix 1 ix - Mig,iy XMy in XXMy iy = Ciy XCiy XCipy xCiy %+ xCj, _ xCjy

is transverse to the submanifold A;; x---x A in the sense of Definition 2.4. Therefore the fiber product

ik—1
Mig,iy Xiy Miyin Xia = Xig_y Mig_y g
1= (liguiy X Siyin X iy X X Sig_ i) (Diy X Ajy XX Ajy 1) C Mg iy X Miy i X0 X My i
is a submanifold by Proposition 2.5.
(4) The composition m: M; j X; M;  — M, i is a smooth map such that
m: I_l Ml',j X ./\/lj’k — 3./\/[,',]{
i<j<k

is a diffeomorphism up to zero-measure.

Example 2.10 Fix a Morse-Bott function f on a closed manifold M. Then there are finitely many
critical values vy < --- < v,. Let C; denote the critical manifold corresponding to the critical value v;,
and M; ; the compactified moduli space of unparametrized gradient flow lines from C; to C;. Since the
function value increases along a gradient flow line, M; ; = @ wheni > j. The source map s: M; ; — C;
and target map 7: M; ; — C; are defined to be the evaluation maps at the negative/positive ends of the
flow line in M; ;. The composition map m is the concatenation of flow lines. It’s a folklore theorem that
the M;_ ; are smooth manifolds with boundaries and corners if one chooses a suitable metric; see [3; 33]
and Section 8. Therefore {C;, M; ;} forms a flow category. We emphasize here that the subscript i
in C; has nothing to do with Morse—Bott indices. Similar constructions also exist in Floer theories, as
long as there is a background “Morse—Bott” functional and all the transversality conditions are met. For
example, [19] gives an explicit construction of the flow category for the Hamiltonian Floer cohomology
theory on CPP", where the background Morse—Bott functional is the symplectic action functional with the
Hamiltonian* H = 0. There are also flow categories without obvious background Morse-Bott functionals,

for example, the flow category for Khovanov homology [54].

We associate a natural cochain complex to each (oriented) flow category in a functorial way. The main
application would be defining Hamiltonian—-Floer cohomology or Morse cohomology under Morse—Bott
nondegenerate conditions. Although we will be discussing the abstract notion of flow categories, it
would be helpful to keep Example 2.10 in mind. In view of this, with a bit abuse of notation, we will
refer to elements of M; ; as Morse (or Floer) trajectories from C; to C;. Inspired by Example 2.10,

4[19] used homological convention, which gave the opposite category of a flow category in the sense of Definition 2.9.
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Definition 2.9(2) is usually the consequence of the existence of some background functional, and the
morphism space M; ; is the compactified moduli space of “gradient flow lines”,” that is, the space of
possibly broken “gradient flow lines”. Definition 2.9(3) is necessary for the smoothness of the composition
map m. Roughly speaking, Definition 2.9(4) requires that the boundary of the morphism space is the
space of nontrivial compositions of morphisms, although it is only about an essential portion of the
correspondence. In applications, we can stratify M, ; in a cell-like manner by a poset similar to the

construction in [64] such that m respects the structure, but we will not need that level of precision here.

Remark 2.11 (1) A flow category is called Morse if C is a discrete set. Then the fiber product
transversality becomes tautological, and it recovers the definition of a flow category in [19], up to taking
the opposite category.

(2) In the context of Floer theories, the moduli spaces may not be manifolds in general, but instead some
weighted objects with local symmetries, eg weighted branched orbifolds in [42]. All of our arguments hold
for weighted branched orbifolds, since there is a well-behaved integration theory with Stokes’ theorem [43].

(3) When the flow category comes from a Morse—Bott functional f, but f is not single valued,® we
need to lift f to f over the cyclic cover [19] to guarantee Definition 2.9(2). Such modification was
already reflected in the usual construction by introducing the Novikov coefficient.

(4) In Definition 2.9, we require C; to be compact and without boundary. However, the compactness
assumption can be dropped: C; could be a disjoint union of infinitely many closed manifolds or C;
could have noncompact components.’ In such generalizations, compactness of M;, ;j can be weakened to
requiring that the target maps ¢: M; ; — C; are proper;® see Section 6.1 for details.

(5) For abackground Morse—Bott function f', sometimes it is impossible to partition the critical manifolds
by Z and in the order of increasing critical values; critical values may accumulate. For example,
Hamiltonian Floer cohomology with Novikov coefficients will have this problem if the symplectic form
is irrational. However, Gromov compactness for the Hamiltonian Floer equation implies that there is an
action gap % such that there are no nonconstant flow lines when the action difference (energy) is smaller
than #. Therefore we can still divide all the critical manifolds into groups indexed by Z so that there
are no nonconstant flow lines inside each group. Then the flow category can still be defined using the
generalization in (4).

(6) We will mostly work with oriented C;; see Definition 2.15. This assumption can be dropped at the
price of working with local systems. We discuss this generalization in Section 5.

(7) The requirement of the partition of Obj(C) by Z is not necessary. We can certainly work with Obj(C)
indexed by any set /, as long as we require that M, ; has only finitely many degenerations for any

51t could be Floer flow lines, which, strictly speaking, are not gradient flow lines.

For example, Hamiltonian Floer cohomology on (M, w) with w| 7,(M) 7 0 has this property.

7But those noncompact manifolds should have finite topology; see Section 6.1 for details.

80ne can instead ask s: M, i,j — Ci to be proper, but this will result in a theory analogous to the compactly supported cohomology.
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i, j € I, and the finite set of degeneration configurations is equipped with a partial order, whose minimum
elements are built from M; ; without boundary. This is precisely the setup in [63, Section 7], and is
satisfied by more general constructions in [64]. When Obj(C) is indexed by Z with the properties in
Definition 2.9, the set of degeneration configurations of M, ; is precisely the set of strictly increasing
sequences S :={i <--- < j}, where the partial order is given by S; <S5 if and only if S C S;. Then the
minimum element is {i <i + 1 <--- < j —1 < j}, which corresponds to the fiber product of manifolds
M x+41 without boundary. However, this level of generalization does not add much to the applications
we have in mind, and hence we choose to work with the more down-to-earth version (Definition 2.9) to
avoid more complication in notation.

Flow categories can be equipped with extra structures. For our construction, the most relevant structures
are gradings and orientations. Given a flow category C = {C;, M; ;}, for simplicity of notation, we
assume through out this paper that dim M; ; and dim C; are well defined. This requirement usually holds
when each C; has one component.

Remark 2.12 When dim C; and dim M; ; are not well defined, then we need to work componentwise.
For example, if a function f in Example 2.10 is Morse and C; contains critical points of different Morse
indices, then M, ; +1 has multiple connected components of different dimension. This generalization
only results in complexity of notation; it is straightforward to see that our proofs still hold, and they can
be viewed as formulae on one component.

Let m; j :=dimM; ; fori < j and ¢; := dim C;. We formally define m; ; := ¢; — 1. By Definition 2.9(3)
and (4) and Proposition 2.5, t; ; X s; j: M; j x M, — C; x C; is transverse to A; and an open dense
part of M, ; x; M; j can be identified with part of the boundary of M; ;. Then

(2-5) mij+mjp—c;+1=m;; foralli <j<k.

Definition 2.13 A flow category is graded if there is an integer d; such that d; = d; +c¢; —m; j —1 for
eachi € Z and all i < j. We will refer to {d;} as the grading structure.® Similarly, we define a Z/k
grading structure if d; € Z/k and the relation holds in Z/ k.

Remark 2.14 The Z/k grading structure on a flow category is used to equip the Morse—-Bott cochain
complex with a Z/k grading. In the finite-dimensional Morse—Bott theory, a Z grading structure exists, ie
d; can be the dimension of the negative eigenspace of Hess( ) on C;. For Hamiltonian Floer cohomology,
a Z/2 grading structure always exists and a Z grading structure exists if the first Chern class of the
symplectic manifold vanishes; then d; is related to the generalized Conley—Zehnder index [66].

Next, we define orientations on a flow category. Since #; j X i : M;, j Xx M — C; x C; is transverse to
the diagonal A, the pullback (#;,; x s, x)*N; of the normal bundle N; of A; by t; ; X s; i is the normal

9When dim M; ; or dim C; are not well defined, a grading is an assignment of integers to each component of C; satisfying
similar relations.
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bundle of M; j x; M x := (t;,j ¥ sj,k)_l(Aj) in M; j X M i. If Nj is oriented, then we can pull back
this orientation to orient the normal bundle of M; ; X; M; ;. We define a coherent orientation on a flow
category as follows:

Definition 2.15 A coherent orientation on a flow category is an assignment of orientations for each Cj,
M, ; and M; j xj M; i such that:

(1) The normal bundle N; of A; C C; xC; is oriented by [N;][A;] = (—l)ci2 [Ci][Ci], as in Example 2.8.
) (1,5 x 87,00 [NjI[Mi,j xj Mgl = (=)™ [M; j1[M .
(3) Mgl =2 (=DM I m([M;,; x; M;k]).

More precisely, (3) holds on where m is a diffeomorphism. One can combine (2) and (3) as
(11,7 % 87,00 *IN/Im ™ QIMy k) lm(ay sz 00) = (D& DT M 511M; ).

Remark 2.16 Orientation conventions are by no means unique; however they typically differ by a global
change. For example, in the context of Morse theory, Definition 3.3 differs from [65] by an opposite sign
on the orientation of every M; ;. Although our orientation conventions for fiber products are different
from [47], our conventions also enjoy the associativity property [47, Proposition 7.5(a)], and hence the
uniqueness property in [47, Remark 7.6(iii)] holds.

We will discuss how coherent orientations arise in applications in Section 5.1. When the flow category is
oriented as in Definition 2.15, we have the following form of Stokes’ theorem:

da = (=1)™iJ / m*a.
/Mi,k Z M jXj Mk

i<j<k
Suppose that @ € Q*(C;), B € Q*(Cy) and i < j < k. Because s; o m|p; ;x; M, = Si,j © 71 and
lik OM|pm; ;x;Mjx = tjk © 2, Where 7y and 75 are natural projections, we have
* X kX ok X %k * k X %k
(2-6) Si,ka/\ti,le: mes; oAm ti,kﬂ: T si’ja/\nztj’kﬂ.
m(M; j%; M;j k) M j XMk M j XMk
Since we will only consider pullbacks of forms by source and target maps, it is convenient to think of
M, j Xj M as contained in M, i, and suppress the composition map m.

2.2.1 Conventions for cochain complexes In a typical homological algebra textbook, for example [75],
a cochain complex is Z graded or Z/k graded for k > 2. As mentioned in Remark 2.14, the grading of
the Morse—Bott cochain complex is a consequence of the grading structure in Definition 2.13, which is an
extra piece of data on flow categories. Although the applications in our mind always have at least a Z /2
grading structure, we will not assume this, and only work with Definition 2.9. As a result, our cochain
complex is simply a vector space C with an operator d : C — C such that 42 = 0. Then the cohomology
H(C,d) is defined as ker d /im d. The definitions of cochain maps and homotopies are similar and have
the usual properties. It is clear that by forgetting the grading on a Z/k graded cochain complex we get a
cochain complex in the above sense. Many basic properties in homological algebra survive for ungraded
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cochain complexes, eg the spectral sequence from a filtration, the exact triangle!'? from a short exact
sequence, the mapping cone and mapping cylinder constructions.

2.3 Review of existing constructions

Throughout this subsection we fix a flow category C := {C;, M;_;} such that there are finitely many
nonempty C;, for simplicity (for example, one can take the flow category from Example 2.10). Before
giving our construction of the minimal Morse—Bott cochain complex in Section 3.2, we review the three
constructions in the existing literature: Austin and Braam’s pull-push construction, Fukaya’s push—pull
construction and the cascades construction. For simplicity, we completely neglect the issue of signs!!
and orientations.

2.3.1 Austin and Braam’s Morse-Bott cochain complex (BCA®, d*B) Austin and Braam [3] defined

the Morse—Bott cochain complex of a flow category to be
(BCAB =P e*(C). dAB),
i

where Q*(C;) = @?iiloci Q7 (C;) is the space of differential forms on C;. The differential dP is defined
as ) go dk, Where dy is defined by

d() =d: Q*(Cl) — Q*(Cj),

(2-7)
dp: Q*(Ci) > D*(Ciyx) givenby a >t 4, 057, x (@) for k> 1,

where d is the usual exterior differential on differential forms. Here D*(C) is the space of currents on C.
The operator dj taking values in D*(C) instead of Q*(C) causes difficulties getting a well-defined
ungraded cochain complex (BCAB, dAB). Thus, to make it well-defined, the target maps t;,; are assumed
to be fibrations in Austin and Braam’s model. Under such assumptions, #; ;, is integration along the fiber,
and hence dj, actually lands in Q*(C; ). However, it was noticed in [51, Remark 2.4] that the fibration
condition is obstructed for some Morse—Bott functions. That is, there exists a Morse Bott function f
such that the fibration property fails for all metrics.

Remark 2.17 An equivalent form of the fibration condition was studied by Banyaga and Hurtubise
under the name the Morse—Bott—Smale condition [4, Definition 3.4]. More precisely, let ¢; be the
gradient flow of f. The Morse—Bott—Smale condition holds if and only if the unstable manifold U(C;) =
{x|xeM and lim;__so ¢;(x) € C; } and the stable manifold S(p) ={x|x € M and lim;—o ¢:(x) = p}
for p € C; intersect transversely!? for all C;, C 7 and p € C;. Note that (U(C;)NS(p))/R is the intersection

10When we have a Z grading, the exact triangle is a long exact sequence.

' For curious readers who would like to verify those constructions, we point out that Austin and Braam [3] have incorrect
orientations and signs. Although our construction is motivated by theirs, we will not appeal to any of their specific formulae in
our proofs.

12Note that we use (un)stable manifolds of the positive gradient flow; this explains the discrepancy with [4, Definition 3.4].
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of the preimage tl.jjl (p) with the open stratum of M; ; (the space of unbroken flow lines); it is easy to
check that U(C;) is transverse to S(p) if and only if p is a regular value of #; ; restricted to the open
stratum. In particular, the fibration condition implies the Morse—Bott—Smale condition. On the other hand,
the Morse—Bott—Smale condition implies the fibration condition by [4, Corollary 5.20] and Ehresmann’s
theorem. Latschev introduced another even stronger condition [51, Definition 2.3] to make sure the
generalization of Harvey and Lawson’s method [39] works in the context of Morse—Bott functions. The
existence of a flow category only requires that U(C;) and S(C;) — the stable manifold of C; —intersect
transversely, and the iterated source and target maps from these transverse intersections are transverse for
all7 and j; see Section 8 (this holds automatically when the Morse-Bott—Smale condition holds). We refer
to such a pair (f, g) of a function and a metric as a Morse—Bott—Smale pair in Section 8. It is important
to note that the Morse—Bott—Smale pair condition is much weaker than the Morse—Bott—Smale condition
(namely transversality vs pointwise transversality in a family). Moreover, Morse—Bott—Smale pairs always
exist. In particular, there is a metric for Latschev’s example that forms a Morse—Bott—Smale pair.

Remark 2.18 One way to get the fibration property is to fatten up all moduli spaces systematically; a
construction in this spirit was carried out in [35] using CF—perturbations.

Remark 2.19 The Austin—Braam cochain complex (BC*B, dAB) explained here is ungraded. However,
we can grade a € Q/(C;) by j + d;, where d; the dimension of the negative eigenspace of Hess( f)
on C;, (the grading structure in Remark 2.14). Then (BCB, dAB) is graded by Z and the degree of d B
is 1. It is clear that BC*B is equipped with an (action) filtration F; := @;’il Q*(C;) C F;—1 compatible
with the differential, which induces a spectral sequence. This structure does not depend on the grading and
always exists for all flow categories; we will discuss the induced spectral sequence in Section 4. On the
other hand, if there is a Z grading structure then the cochain complex has the structure of a multicomplex
studied in [45], which can decompose the spectral sequence further by the grading.

2.3.2 Fukaya’s Morse—Bott chain complex Fukaya [33] used “singular” chains of critical manifolds
to model the homology of the manifold for the flow category in Example 2.10, and the Austin—Braam
model can be viewed as the dual of Fukaya’s model. The chain complex is defined to be

(BCF = @c*(c,-),ap).

Here C,(C;) is the space of singular chains on C; and 9 := Zkzo 0y, with dz defined by

do = 9: Ci(Cy) — Ci(Cy),
Ok : Cx(Ciqx) = Cx(C;) givenby P s 4k, oti‘:i_i_k(P) for k > 1,

where 0 is the usual boundary operator on singular chains. Now pushforward is well defined. Pullback is
defined as follows. Let P: A — C; 1 be a singular chain and assume the fiber product A x¢;, , M; ;i 1k
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is cut out transversely in the sense of Definition 2.4, and hence is a manifold with boundaries and corners.
Then the projection to the second factor,!3

TM; vk - A XC,'+k Mi,i-l—k - Mi,i+kv
is defined to be the pullback ¢, . (P).

To guarantee this pullback is well defined for all singular chains in C; 1, one also needs to assume the
target map #; ;  is a fibration. To drop this constraint, Fukaya constructed a quasi-isomorphic subset
Coeo(Ci) C C«(C;) such that the fiber products in the definition of pullbacks are defined over Cgeo(C;)
and the operators dy are closed on Cgeo(C;). Then (EBI Coco(Ci). D k>0 Bk) defines a chain complex. It
is important to note that the construction of Ceeo(C;) depends on Mi,;, si,jand ¢ ;.

2.3.3 The cascades model The cascades construction was first introduced by Bourgeois [12] and
Frauenfelder [32]. In the following, we review their constructions, but in the cohomology context to align
with Austin and Braam’s construction. For each C;, we choose a Morse-Smale pair ( f;, g;).!* Then the
cascade cochain complex is defined to be

(BCC :=@MC(f,~,g,-),dC),

where MC( f;, gi) is the Morse cochain complex of C; using the Morse—Smale pair (f;, gi). The
differential d€ is defined to be 2 k>0 d,g, where d,g is defined by

dg = dv: MC(f;,81) — MC(f;. &),
for dy the usual Morse differential for ( f;, g;), and

d,SZMC(fi,gi) —> MC(fivk+ &i+k)

which is defined by the number of rigid cascades from C; to C;x for all k > 1. A O—cascade is an
unparametrized gradient flow line for ( f;, g;). For k > 1, a k—cascade from a € Crit( f;) to b € Crit(f;)
fori < jisatuplefori <rj<---<rp<j,

(VisMigrys Veystrys oo s Mgy s Vg Tris Mg 2 Vi )
where y4 is a gradient flow line in Cx, m« « is a point in M «, and the 7, are positive real numbers,
satisfying y; (—00) = a, i (0) = s(mi r,). yj(+00) = b, y; (0) = t(mp ), Vr(try) = s(mrg re,,) and
Yr(0) =t(mr_, 7).
When appropriate transversality assumptions are met, the moduli space of all cascades from a to b
form a manifold. Moreover, there is a natural compactification of the moduli space by including the

“broken” cascades. Then the differential d* for the cascades cochain complex comes from counting the
zero-dimensional compactified moduli spaces of cascades.

13To be more precise, we need to choose a triangulation of A XCiyx Mii+k-

14That is, stable manifolds and unstable manifolds of Vg, fi intersect transversely.

Algebraic € Geometric Topology, Volume 24 (2024)



Morse—Bott cohomology from homological perturbation theory 1337

Ves 3 p
e ]

Cs
€ M3
(%T
C>
(S Ml,z
a Vg1f1
*r—r—
C

Figure 1: A 2—cascade.

Remark 2.20 The transversality for all compactified moduli spaces of cascades will become tautological if
we assume /; ; is a fibration. In principle, we can obtain transversality for the cascades moduli spaces with
generic choices of ( f;, g;). However, the choice depends on M; ;, s; ; and #; ;, just like Fukaya’s model.

Remark 2.21 The cascades construction is very popular and has been deployed in many applications;
see [7; 12; 21; 32; 68]. One advantage of the cascades model, besides being locally finite-dimensional, is
the clear relation with the Morse model. More precisely, the additional Morse function f; can be used
to perturb the Morse—Bott function into a Morse function whose gradient flow lines can be identified
with cascades. This identification was carried out by Banyaga and Hurtubise [5] in the context of finite-
dimensional Morse—Bott theory, and Bourgeois and Oancea [15] in the context of symplectic homology
with autonomous Hamiltonians.

2.4 Homological perturbation theory

The fibration condition in Austin and Braam’s construction plays an important role in resolving the
problem of the differential dj taking values in the space of currents. Since fibration conditions are usually
stronger than what one can get in any virtual techniques, we want to replace the fibration condition with a
weaker transversality requirement, ie the fiber product transversality condition in Definition 2.9, which is
generic in every reasonable virtual technique. Note that the operator dy, is defined using the pushforward
of differential forms. Since pushforward is defined as the dual operator of pullback, the problem is rooted
in the fact that the dual space of differential forms *(C;) is the space of currents D*(C;) instead of itself.
However, this problem never appears for finite-dimensional vector spaces; whenever a finite-dimensional
space is equipped with a nondegenerate bilinear form, the dual space is identified with itself. To make use
of this fact, we use the homological perturbation lemma, which is a method of constructing small cochain
complexes from larger ones. The strategy is to formally apply the homological perturbation lemma to the
almost-existing Austin—Braam cochain complex, and then directly verify that the formula suggested by
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the perturbation lemma is well defined and gives the desired algebraic relations. The theme of this paper
can be summarized by the following slogan:

Formal applications of the homological perturbation lemma can resolve the technical difficulty
of infinite-dimensional cochain models.

2.4.1 A homological perturbation theorem Roughly speaking, the homological perturbation lemma
takes in a cochain complex and perturbation data (in most cases projections and homotopies) and produces
another cochain complex which is quasi-isomorphic to the input cochain complex. For simplicity, we
consider a cochain complex A = B7_, A;, where the A; are Z/2-linear spaces (ungraded as usual —i
is not the grading!). Assume the differential d is in the form of ) ;. o di with dy: A; — A,y for k > 0.
Then d? = 0 implies that (A4;, dp) is also a cochain complex for all i. The perturbation data consists of,
for each 1 <i < n, projections p;: A; — A; and homotopies H;: A; — A; between the identity and p;:

(2-8) id— p; =doo Hi + H; odp.

With this perturbation data, we have the following homological perturbation lemma:
Lemma 2.22 There is a differential on @; p; (A;) such that @, p;(A;) is quasi-isomorphic to A.

The lemma holds for general coefficient rings and graded complexes, once appropriate signs are assigned.
Since we only use Lemma 2.22 to explain the motivation behind the formulae we give in Section 3, we will
not go into the details of the signs nor the proof. What is more relevant to our purpose is the pattern of the
formula for the differential on @ p; (A4;), which can be viewed as an analog of the perturbation theorem for
Ao structures proved in [49]. For a strictly increasing sequence of integers T = {i9p =0, i1, ...,i,4+1 =k}
for r > 0, we define the an operator Dy 7: p;(A;) — piyk(A;+x) for all integers i by

(2-9) Di,r = pitk °dip iy © Hiti, 00 Hitip 0dip—iy © Hiyiy 0 diy—ig 0 Li,

where (; : p;(A;) — A; denotes the inclusion. Dy 7 can be schematically explained as follows:
Hiyj, Hiyi, Hiti,

Atk

Di+k

pi(4i) Pi+k(Aitk)
The new differential D on @; p;(A;) is defined as

o
D=>" Dy,
k=0

where Dy =) 7 Dy r is the summation over all strictly increasing sequences 7" from O to k.
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2.4.2 Cascades from homological perturbation In this section, we explain how to heuristically
interpret the cascades cochain complex as a homological perturbation on the Austin—Braam cochain
complex. The feature that the cascades construction does not require the fibration condition also reflects
the theme of the paper.

We first explain the perturbation data used to get the cascades cochain complex, that is, a pair of projection
and homotopy (p;, H;) on Q*(C;) for every i. We require that the image im p; is a finite-dimensional
subspace of Q2*(C;). Given such perturbation data, we can formally write down operators Dy 7 from (2-9).
Note that in the cascades construction we choose a Morse—Smale pair ( f;, g;) on each critical manifold C;.
The perturbation data is then given by such a Morse—Smale pair using the construction in [39]. Before
giving the construction, we first set up some notation. We will not be precise about signs and orientations.

Definition 2.23 Let C be an oriented closed manifold.

(1) D*(C) denotes the space of currents' on C. There is a natural inclusion ¢: Q*(C) — D*(C) given by

t(a)(B) = / aAB forall a € Q*(C).
C
(2) Letk € D*(C xC) be a current. Then the induced integral operator I, : Q*(C) — D*(C) is defined as
(2-10) Le(@)(B) == (—=D)MCy(nfa An}B) forall a,peQ*(C),

where 711 and 75 are projections of C x C to the first and second factors, respectively. We make the signs
in (1) and (2) precise for the sake of Section 3.

(3) Let B be an oriented compact manifold and i : B — C a smooth inclusion. Then we can define a

current [B] € D*(C) by

[B](x) := i/ i*a forall « € Q*(C).
B

In general, one can define a current [B] for any oriented singular chain B.

Let Crit( f;) be the set of critical points of the Morse function f; on C;. We use qbfl : C; — C; to denote the
time-¢ flow of the gradient vector field Vg, f; on C;. Then the pullback operator o, ok (Ci) — Q*(Cy)
can be understood as the integral. operator [ [eraph /] of the current of graph ¢! = {(x,9i(x))} C Ci x C;.
The manifold U0<t.,<, graph¢;, C C; x C.,- defines an integr.al operator H/ = I[Qo<z/<z graphi,] =
I[UOgt’gt graph g, ] Since 3(U05¢/5; graph ¢>;,) = A; U graph ¢}, Stokes’ theorem implies that

(2-11) id—¢"," =doH! + H! od.

It was proven in [39] that when ¢ — o0, (2-11) converges to a projection—homotopy relation. To be more
specific, let Uy and Sy denote the unstable and stable manifolds of the critical point x € Crit( f;):

(2-12) Uc:={yeCi| lim ¢i(y)=x} and Sy:={yeC;| lim ¢.(y)=x}.
t—>—00 t—>00
15For basics of currents, we refer readers to [36].
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In the sense of currents, we have the following:

(2-13) tl_i)Igo[graph(j);]: Z [Sy x Ux], and lirrolo[ U graph¢§,]=|: U graph¢§/:|.

t—
x€Crit( f;) o<t’'<t 0<t/<oo

See [39, Theorems 2.3 and 3.3] for details.

Remark 2.24 TImportantly, [39] studied lim;—, o ¢; (Where ¢} is represented by {(¢! (x), x)} C C; x C;)
and [39, Theorem 3.3] stated that lim; .~ ¢; can be represented by ercm(fi)[Ux] X [Sx]. Then (2-11)
projects Q2*(C;) to the Morse chain complex [39, Proposition 4.5], or equivalently the Morse cochain
complex of — f;. Since we need a projection to the Morse cochain complex of f; to explain the cascades
model, we need to work with lim;_, o ¢*, instead. This explains the discrepancy with [39].

Hence (2-13) defines two integral operators ¢ioo*, Hl : Q*(C;) — D*(C;) such that
(2-14) i—¢l S =doH! +H. od,
where ¢ is the natural embedding Q*(C;) < D*(C;); see [39, Theorems 2.3 and 3.3]. Note that

@19 d@= Y ([ensd)wa= ¥ ([ els )0

xecrit(f;) N Ci xecriu(f) 5
can be viewed as the projection from *(C;) to the Morse cochain complex; see [39, Theorem 4.1]. By
(2-14), H éo defines a homotopy between ¢ and the projection ¢’ oo*.

Remark 2.25 Strictly speaking, (2-14) is not a genuine projection—homotopy relation, since ¢ oo* lands
in space of currents instead of differential forms. To get an honest projection—homotopy relation, we need
to enlarge 2*(C) by adding some currents of singular chains. Roughly speaking, the enlargement is the
minimal extension which contains [Uy] and [S] for x € Crit( f;) such that it is closed under ¢’ oo*, HL
and d. Such an enlargement depends on M; ;, s; ; and ¢; j, which leads to the choices in Remark 2.20.

From now on, we will neglect the issue in Remark 2.25 and show formally that the cascades construction
can be understood as applying the construction in (2-9) to the Austin—Braam cochain complex using the
perturbation data (¢’ Oo*, H éo). Before “proving” the claim, we first “define” the integration of pullbacks
of currents from singular chains:

Definition 2.26 Let M be a compact manifold with two smooth maps s,¢: M — C1, C,. Assume
B{ C C1 and B, C C; are two submanifolds without boundary.16 If s is transverse to By, t is transverse
to B, and s~!(By) is transverse to ¢ ~1(B,) with finite intersections, then we define

[ saEpar@y= Y s
M pes— (BN~ (B2)

16The inclusion Bx C Cx is not required to be proper, and hence Bx may not be closed. We only require that By is the interior of
a compact manifold with boundaries and corners B so that the inclusion By <> Cyx is the restriction of a smooth map B s — Cx.
Therefore Definition 2.23(3) makes sense for B1. In particular, the (un)stable manifolds satisfy the condition.
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Definition 2.26 is natural in the sense that if we approximate the current [B;] by differential forms
supported in a tubular neighborhood [36, Chapter 3, Section 1], then the limit of the integration of the
pullbacks of the approximations is indeed the number of intersection points counted with sign.!”

Now we apply (2-9). For x € Crit( f;), the first term Do in D = } ;o Dy is defined by
Do((Us]) i= ¢Le” (@o((Us]) = Lo @I = = ([ d(UD AISy]) 10y
yecrit(f;) 7 Ci

It was proven in [39, Proposition 4.5] that when the Morse—Smale condition holds, fCi d([Ux]) A [Sy]
equals the signed counts of rigid gradient flow lines from x to y. Therefore Dy recovers the Morse
differential on C;. Next, we study the higher operators in D. Letting x € Crit( f;),

DiU) =R AU = ¥ ([ iU ALS])- 1] (by (2-15))
y€Crit(fi+1) +1
yECritX(:ﬁH)(/Mii—i-ls ’ 1G] ’ il y]) Uyl (by )
= > #(s ,+1(Ux) Nt z+1(Sy)) [Uy] (by Definition 2.26).
Y €Crit(fi+1)

The last equality requires that s; ; +1(Ux) Mz l+1(Sy) So D; counts points in s; ,+1(Ux) Nt l+1(Sy),
which is exactly the I-cascades in [12; 32]. By the same argument, D, 1 o} counts rigid 1-cascades
from C; to Cj4>. Next we consider the operator D 9.1 ,2}:

Dy40.1.23([Ux]) = ¢/42  0dy o HIF Vod, ([Uy))

= (dio HiF odi[Ux]) A[Sy])-[U,] (by (2-15))
yeCritZ(ﬁJrz)(/C;H 1 1 y) y y

= F i (H I od [U DALY i 10[S)])[U,]  (by (2-7)).
yGCritZ(fi-q-z)(/Merl [+2S +1, +2( 1[ ]) +1 +2[ y]) [ y] ( Y )

Let us treat currents just like differential forms for simplicity. By definition,

/CiHHéjlodl([Ux])/\Ol :/C Jrik(dl([Ux]))/\[ U graph¢’+1]/\n;a

i+1XCi41 0<t’/<o0

. 1
= S;il'+1[Ux]/\(ti,i+1deCi_,_])*[ U graph¢>”r ]/\n;a.
M i4+1%Ci41 0<t’'<00

Then

Hodi(Ush = [ sfialUed A xide, )| U graphy! |

ii+1 0<t’'<o0
The right-hand side is the integration along the fiber M; ;1 in the trivial fibration M; ;11 X Ci41.
Therefore D5 o,1,23([Ux]) equals

(/ Si*,i+1[Ux]A(fi,i+1><Si+1,i+z)*[ U gfaph¢’+1]/\ti*+1’,-+2[Sy])'[Uy].
M i1 XMig1i42

YeCrit(f;4+2) 0<t/<oo

17The sign is determined by the orientations of By, By, C1, Co and M.
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When transversality holds, by Definition 2.26 this equals

> #((Si_,il+1(Ux) X171 42 (Sy) ((li,i+1 Xsi+1,i+2)_1( U gfaph¢§/+l)>) -[Uy],

yeCrit(fi+2) 0<t/<oo
which can be interpreted as the counting of 2—cascades from C; to C; 45 staying on C;; for finite time.
Therefore Dy = D5 19,2y + D2 {0,1,2) counts all rigid cascades from C; to Cj 5. In general, assuming
transversality for the cascade moduli spaces, we recover the whole cascades construction from (2-9).
Hence the cascades construction fits into the homological perturbation philosophy.

3 The minimal Morse-Bott cochain complexes

In this section, we carry out the construction of the minimal Morse-Bott cochain complex for an abstract
oriented flow category, which is applicable to both finite-dimensional Morse—Bott theory and Floer
theories. The motivation of the construction comes from Lemma 2.22 and (2-9) with different perturbation
data. We still need to make some choices (Definition 3.3) in the construction of the perturbation data.
However, unlike the cascades construction, the choices in the minimal construction only depend on C;,
that is, there is no compatibility requirement with the morphism spaces M; ;.

This section is organized as follows: Section 3.1 constructs the perturbation data for the minimal Morse—
Bott cochain complex. Section 3.2 constructs the Morse—Bott cochain complexes for every oriented
flow category. Section 3.3 defines flow morphisms which can be viewed as the geometric analog of
the continuation maps and shows that flow morphisms induce morphisms between Morse—Bott cochain
complexes. Section 3.4 explains the compositions of flow morphisms. Section 3.5 defines flow homotopies
and proves that flow homotopies induce homotopies between morphisms. Section 3.6 establishes that our
construction is canonical on the cochain complex level, ie it is independent of all choices. Section 3.7
introduces flow subcategories and quotient categories, which are the geometric analogs of subcomplexes
and quotient complexes, respectively. From now on, we will be very specific about the orientations and
signs and provide rigorous arguments. Proofs in this section involve a lot of sign computations; we
provide a detailed proof of déc = 0 for the coboundary map dgc in Section 3.2. Proofs of other results in
Sections 3.3, 3.4 and 3.5 will only be sketched.

3.1 Perturbation data for the minimal Morse-Bott cochain complex

In this subsection, we construct the perturbation data {(p;, H;)} for the minimal Morse—Bott cochain
complex of an oriented flow category C := {C;, M, ;}. Then (2-9) will motivate the definition of Dy 7
for the differential. We will show in the next subsection that they indeed define a cochain complex.

3.1.1 The projection p; We start by defining a projection p; on Q*(C;) = @;leci Q/(C;). First

note that we have bilinear form on Q*(C;) given by
(3-1) (o, B)i = (=1)dimCi-lB] / anp forall a,feQ*(C).

4
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We can pick representatives {0; 4}1<q<dim H*(c;) C 2*(C;) of a basis of H*(C;), ie 6; 4 are closed
forms such that the corresponding cohomology classes form a basis of H*(C;). Such a choice gives us a
quasi-isomorphic embedding H*(C;) — Q*(C;). Let h(i) denote the image of the embedding above,

s0 h(i) :=(6i,1.....0; gimH*(C;)) C *(C;). Note that (3-1) is nondegenerate on cohomology, and let
{0 }1<a<dim H*(Cc;) C h(i) be the dual basis to the basis {0; 4} in the sense that
(3-2) (074:0ib)i = Sap.
Then we can define a projection p;: Q*(C;) — h(i) C Q*(C;) by
dim H*(C;)
(3-3) pi() = Z (o, 0ia)i 07
a=1

If we identify H*(C;) with h(i), then p; can be thought of as a projection from Q*(C;) to H*(C;).

3.1.2 The homotopy H; We now explain the related homotopy H;. First note that the Poincaré dual of
the diagonal A; C C; x C; can be represented by Thom classes. We can identify a tubular neighborhood
of the diagonal A; with the unit disk bundle of the normal bundle N; of A;. Then one way of writing
Thom classes of the diagonal A; is

(3-4) 87 = d(pn¥i),

where ; is the angular form of the sphere bundle S(N;) [11, Section 6] using the orientation in
Example 2.8 and p,: R™ — R are smooth functions such that p, is increasing, supported in [0, 1/x] and
is —1 near 0. For details of this construction, we refer readers to [11, Section 6]. We also include a brief
discussion of this construction and its properties in Appendix A. The most important property of §? is
that it converges to the Dirac current of A;.

Lemma 3.1 The Thom classes 8;’ converge to the Dirac current §; of the diagonal A; in the sense of
currents: for alla € Q*(C; x Cy),

lim oz/\8{’=/ o A :=/ o)A,
n—>00 C,‘XC,‘ C,‘XC,’ A,‘

pn(r)

S =
—

Figure 2: The graph of p,.
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We will prove Lemma 3.1 in Appendix A. By (2-10), for «, B € Q*(C;), we have fC; «C; T1OATy BAS! =
(—1)W@imC)? Je,xe, St nmtanayf=(=DImC [ o 8 Amfanmyf = Ign(@)(B). Then Lemma 3.1
can be rewritten as

lim Igln = Igl. =id: Q*(Ci) — Q*(Ci)

n—-oo

in the weak topology. On the other hand, under the orientation convention (2-4) we have another

representative of the Poincaré dual of the diagonal by } , 7{0; 4 A 7507 ,, where 71 and 7 are the

projections to the first and second factors of C; x C;, respectively.

Proposition 3.2 Y 76,4 A7} 9;’" , is cohomologous to 87 for all n.

Proof Since the pairing (3-1) is nondegenerate on H*(C; x C;), it suffices to prove that

a/\87’:/ aAY ¥ g ATTOF
/C,‘XC,‘ ! C; xC;j Z 1Hna 2%ia

a

for any closed form «. Since all §;' are cohomologous to each other for different 7, Lemma 3.1 implies
that if o € Q*(C; x C;) is closed, then for all n

/ a/\51’-’=/ o|a,-
C; xC; A;

Therefore it suffices to show that, for all closed forms o € Q*(C; x C;),

3-5 / /\( 10ia N *0*):/ .

(3-5) CixCi“ ;”1 i,a N2 Ui g Ai“|A,

Since the cohomology of C; x C; is spanned by {7{"0" . A7050; 4}1<c,d<dim H*(C;)- it is enough to verify
(3-5) for @ = {0, Aj0; 4. By definition (67, 0; )i = 84p- Thenif ¢ #d,

* Nk k * * Nk * Nk * & * Nk
/ us| i,c/\ﬂzei,d/\(Zﬂlei,a/\ﬂzei,a)=Zi/ 71 0; e ATy Oia N7y 010 A5 07,
C; xC; a a C; xC;
=) +8cabga = 0.
a
Similarly, when ¢ = d,
[ i nmstie n (S ibia AT367,)
CiXC,' ’ a ?

* )% * * * )%
= 7'[1 Qi’CAnzei’C/\jTl Gi’c/\nzgl',c + Z :i:gca(gca
C,'XCZ' a;éc

12410 L1g*
= (1)l O] e Ty ATy O e A3 O] A3 B
ixCi ’ ’

= (—1)' .|+ 16i.c |10 | +dim Cy "‘l(/C‘ Qicheiac)<9ifC’9i’c)i
l

= \/é 9:0 7AN ei’c = /A(]Tike;‘:c A\ 7'[;91"6.)|Al, .
Thus (3-5) is proven. 0
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As a consequence of Proposition 3.2, there exist primitives f” € Q*(C; x C;) such that
a

(3-7) fln - flm = (on — Pm)Vi.

Note that the integral operator /5, of the Dirac current §; is the identity map from Q*(C;) to itself. The
integral operator Iy~ w0 a AT O, is the projection p; in (3-3). Therefore, by (3-6), the integral operator
Lyn of the primitive f" satisfies

(3-8) lsp =I5, nt0ranmyer, = lagp =dolgn 4 Ipmod.

It is proven in Appendix A that f" converges to a current f; € D*(C; x C;), and the corresponding
integral operator [y, satisfies

(3-9) id—p; =doly + If, od,

which is the limit of (3-8). Therefore the integral operator /7, = lim / n gives us the homotopy H; for the
projection p;. This explains the perturbation data, which shall motivate the differential on the minimal
Morse—Bott cochain complex. However, we will not use (3-9) to avoid working with currents ( f; is only
a current), and always work with the approximation (3-8) and then take limits. More precisely, we will
only use the “classical relation” (3-6).

From the discussion above, we have the following definition:

Definition 3.3 Defining data ® for an oriented flow category C consists of

e quasi-isomorphic embeddings H*(C;) — Q2*(C;), where the image is denoted by i (C,i) and we
fix a basis {0; 4} of h(C,i) and a dual basis {6} in the sense that (6 .0; )i = Sap.

ia’

* a sequence of Thom classes with form 6" = d(p, ;) of the diagonal A; C C; x C; for all i,
o primitives f* such that d f* =67 — ), n{0;qa A0, and f" — f™ = (op — pm) Vi for all i.

27ia

Remark 3.4 The form ), 7{0; 4 A 756, in Definition 3.3 does not depend on the basis {6; 4} for a
fixed quasi-isomorphic embedding H*(C;) — Q*(C;).

3.1.3 The perturbed operator Dy 7@ Given defining data ©, we are able to write down the operator
Dy ¢ from (2-9) using the perturbation data introduced above. Those Dy 7 ¢ will then be assembled
to the differential on the minimal Morse—Bott cochain complex. To simplify the presentation, we first
introduce the following notation:

(1) We use [«] to denote the cohomology class of a closed form « € h(C, i) and || to denote the degree
of the differential form.

k Po= Mv,v+i1 X"'XMv+ir,v+k f01”0=i0<i1 <lip<--+<lIp <ir+1 =k for

U

(2) We write M;”
r > 0, with the product orientation.
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(3) Fora € Q*(Cy), y € Q*(Cyqi) and fy4i; € R¥(Cy4i; X Cyyi;) for 1 < j < r, we define the
pairing M;’l’f“,ir [, fotiys---» fotiy» V] to be

* *
(3-10) / ok Sv’v+ila/\(tv,v+i1 XSv+i1,v+i2) fv+i1 ARER
M .
Lseees ir * *
A (ytip—yo+iy X Sutipotk) Sotiy A Lotiy v+kY-
3 *
v,v+i] v+ir,v+k

(tv+,~j_1,v+,-j X sv+i‘/,v+ij+1)*fv+ij to M;)Ik i through the natural projections. This also applies

Strictly speaking, before taking the wedge product we need to pullback s o, t y and

to all similar formulae in this paper.

(4) Fora € h(C,v) and k > 1, we define

(3'11) T(C’O[’k) = (lal +mv,v+k)(cv+k + 1)7
(3-12) 1(C, k) = (laf + my yix + D(Cori + 1),
where ¢; :=dim C;, m; j :=dimM; ; wheni < j,and m;; :=¢; — 1.

Then the perturbation data in Section 3.1 and (2-9) motivate the following definition:

Definition 3.5 Given defining data ® and an increasing sequence 7 :={0 =iy <ij <---<i, <ir4+1 =k},
we define a linear map Dy 1.¢: H*(Cy) = h(C,v) = h(C,v + k) > H*(Cy4x) such that

. &
(3-13) (Dk,T,G)[a]’ [y]>U+k = (_1)* nll>ngo M;Jlan-:ir [O(, vn+l'1 y et fvn—|—irs V]
forany y € h(C,v + k), where x := er'=o 1(C,a,i;). In other words, by (3-2), we can write
* - k
(3-14) Drre(le) =) (=D Tim M{T G fo £l Al Borieal [0 )
a

Remark 3.6 One way to understand the signs in (3-13) is to treat Dy 1 @ as a composition of certain
operators. Let « € Q*(C;) and f € Q*(C; x Cj). Then M; ; defines an operator
M j(@. f):= (-0 / sty A (i xid)* f € 25(C)),
Mi,j
where 1; ; xidj: M; ; x C; — C; x C;. Here, by omitting the pullback of projections for simplicity,
s o A (ti,j xidj)* f is a differential form on M;,; x C;. Integrating along the M;,; fiber in the trivial
fibration M; ; x C;j, we obtain a form on C;. If | f| = ¢; — 1, then M, ; (o, f)| = |o| +¢cj —1—m; j, so
$C M, 1),0) = (a| +¢j —=1=mi; +mj; +1)(c; + 1) = (la| +¢; —L=mjj +¢;)(cj + 1)
=#(C,a,j) mod 2.
Then for g € Q*(Cy x Cy),
MM . f). ) = (-DyiCevrsca | SNt 80" f A 1k X ide) ",
M XM k
In general, (—1)*Mfl’]i il S’jrl.l ey s’fH.r, y] is the integral of the wedge product of compositions of

such operators with ts*+i, saky on Msii sik. When fis fj” for n > 0, M; (e, f) should be viewed
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as an approximation of Hj od;_; ot;(«) in (2-9). In general, (3-14) can be viewed as (2-9) applied to the
Austin—Braam complex using the perturbation data in this subsection.

The following lemma asserts that (3-13) is well defined and will be used in the proof of the main theorem;
we prove it in Appendix A.

Lemma 3.7 We have that limy,— Mflk i [o, sn+i1’ cee, s’fH.r, y] € R exists for every a € Q*(Cs),

y € Q*(Cy4x) and any defining data.
3.2 The minimal Morse-Bott cochain complex

The main theorem of this subsection is that we can get a well-defined cochain complex out of an oriented
flow category with any defining data. The cochain complex is generated by the cohomology H*(C;) of
the flow category, and hence it is called the minimal Morse—Bott cochain complex.

Definition 3.8 Given defining data ®, the minimal Morse—Bott complex of an oriented flow category
C:={C;, M, ;} is defined by

o0
BC(C.®):=BC:= lim []H*(C)).
ie the direct sum near the negative end and direct product near the positive end.'® To be more precise,
every element in BC is a function A: Z — [[7=_., H*(C;) such that A(i/) € H*(C;), and there exists
Ny € Z such that A(i) = 0 for all i < N4. The differential dpc,@: BC — BC is defined as szl di.e,

where di ¢ H*(Cy) — H*(Cy4) is defined as
dre =Y Dirr1e

T
for all increasing sequence T = {0 =1ig <iy <--- <ir <ir41 =k} with r > 0. In other words,
. k
(3-15) (drolel. [ osk = Tim > (=DM G lo Sl L, ]
T

fora e h(C,v), y € h(C,v+k) and » = Z;=O $(C,a,ij). Defining d; @ = 0 for i <0, then for A € BC,
(dsc.oA)(i) =) di_j0A(j).
JEZ
Note that it is a finite sum. If moreover the flow category has a grading structure {d;}, then BC is also
graded. The grading of an element @ € H*(C;) is |«| + d;, which shall be viewed as in Z/ k if {d;} is
only a grading structure in Z/ k.

Remark 3.9 The degree of di gla] in H*(Cy4k) is |o| 4+ cyyk — My y+k under the simplifying
assumption after Remark 2.11 that ¢; and m;_ ; are well defined. If the assumption is not satisfied, then
18 Assume C arises from a Morse—Bott function f on a noncompact manifold (but M;, j is still compact, so it cannot be any

Morse—Bott function on any noncompact manifold). The differential in the cochain complex should increase the value of f,
which forces the cochain complex to take the direct limit in the positive direction.
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k

dk,T,@ can be decomposed with respect to the connected components of ./\/l:-)l’ ..... ;

. so that each component
has a well-defined degree in H*(Cy+x). Then we need to keep track of the connected component in the

proofs, which only results in complication of notation.
The main result of this section in the following:

Theorem 3.10 Given an oriented flow category C and defining data ©, (BC, dgc,@) is a cochain complex.
The cohomology H(BC, dpc,e) is independent of the defining data ©. If in addition the flow category is
graded, then BC is also graded and the degree of dpc,@ is 1.

Remark 3.11 (1) We prove in Section 8 that when the flow category comes from a Morse—Bott
function f on a closed manifold M, the cohomology of the minimal Morse—Bott cochain complex is
the regular cohomology H*(M,R). This follows from the definition if f is constant: since the flow
category is {Co = M } with only identities in the morphism space, BC = H*(Cy,R) = H*(M;R) with
dpc = 0. Therefore it suffices to show that the cohomology of the minimal Morse-Bott cochain complex
is independent of the Morse—Bott function f.

(2) If all the critical manifolds C; are discrete, then the defining data ® is unique. Assume, for simplicity,
that each C; consists of one point. The minimal Morse—Bott cochain complex BC is generated by the
critical points and equals the usual Morse cochain complex:

o0 o0
(3-16) BC= lim [[H*(C)= lim []R.

Since | f*| = —1, we have that di g: H*(Cy) — H™*(Cy4k) only has the leading term

(3-17) (dioll]. Mok = MPF[1 1] = / L

My vtk
Therefore the differential dgc,@ := ) ;> dk.0, is just the signed counting of all zero-dimensional moduli
spaces M, 4k, which is the usual cochain differential in a nondegenerate Morse/Floer theory.

Remark 3.12 Theorem 3.10 is the simplest version. We generalize Theorem 3.10 in Sections 5 and 6 to
the cases where C; is not oriented, C; is not compact, and the defining data is not minimal, ie the rank of
the projection in the perturbation data is larger than dim H *(C;).

Corollary 3.13 If the oriented flow category C has the property that dim C; < k for all i, then the
minimal Morse—Bott cochain complex BC(C) only depends on M; ; with dim M; ; < 2k.

Proof Since | f;"|=dimC; —1 <k—1and ||, |y| <k, if M; ; appears in an integral in the definition of
the differential with dim M; ; > 2k, there is no way the pullbacks of those forms can contain a nontrivial
component in NImMi pq i,j- Therefore the integral must be zero. Note that when k = 0, this amounts to
saying that the cochain complex only depends on zero-dimensional moduli spaces (although the existence
of 1-dimensional moduli spaces is needed to show that d? = 0). O
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We first show that (BC, dpc,@) is a cochain complex; the invariance is deferred to the next subsection.
For simplicity, we first introduce notation:

(1) ForO<ij<ip---<i, <k, define

v,k .
(3-18) M " - =My ytiyp X X (Moytip g vtiy Xotip Motipotippr) X X Myt vak

Ll seeeslpyeansly

with the product orientation.

(2) Define ijf.,i, [d(a, fotiys---s Sotir, ¥)] to be

/M”’k d(S:,v-Hla/\(tv,v—i-il st+i1,v+i2)*fv+i1 A ANtytip_y,v+iy st—i—ir,v—i-k)*fv—i-ir /\t:+ir,v+ky)

iseendr

fora € Q*(Cy), y € Q*(Cy1x) and fyyi; € Q¥ (Cyti; X Cyti).

.. v,k v,k
(3) Define the pairing ./\/ll,1 i [0, fotivs--os Sotipis fotipgrs---s Jotip. Y] Over /\/ll.1 s
to be
* * *
/M”'k Sv,v+i1a/\(lv,v+i1 st+i1,v+i2) fv-l-il A "/\(tv-i-ipfz,v-i-ipq st+ip71,v+ip+1) fv+ip71

ll ..... ip ..... [r

* * *
A (tv+ip—l,v+ip+1 st+ip+l,v+ip+2) fv+ip+1 ANRRRA (tv+ir—l,v+ir st+ir,v+k) fv-l-i,- /\tv+ir,v+ky'

(4) When we compose two operators, a trace term will appear. Therefore we introduce

v+i v,k %
(3_19) Tr pMil,...,ir[O{’ fv+i1v""fU'H[)—l’99v+ip’fv+ip+l’""fv-i-irv)/]
to denote
* *
/M“’k Sy vtiy A Co,v+iy X Svtiyv+in) fotig Ave
iy iy

* * * Nk * *
A Bo+ip_1 v4ip X Svtipv+ipsr) (Z 71 Oytiy,a AT, v+ip,a)/\"'/\(tv+ir X Sy+i,) fv+ir/\tv+k)/,
a

where 71 and 7> are the projections of Cy+., X Cy+, to the first and second factors, respectively.

Heuristically speaking, the “Thom class” of MK _ ~ c MY* . is given by the pullback of
i1seensip—T1sipslpd1seenir Ilseensly vk

(Cotip—rv+ip X Svtiptipg) Oy € L (Mutiy_yvtip X Mutipvtipyr) 0 M)
projection. Hence we have the following lemma, which is crucial to the proof that dgc o = 0, and will be

;, by the natural

i
proven in Appendix A.

Lemma 3.14 For an oriented flow category C and any defining data, we have

n n n ]
HCATE o ST TE o P S v+z,’y

— (=1)* lim M"F

N—>00  [lseesip—1sipsipt1seensir

o

oy

lim M:)Ik

n—->oo

[, vn+i1 L Un+ir’ vl
where * = (|| 4+ My, v+i,)Co+i,-

Proposition 3.15 We have that (BC, dpc,@) is a cochain complex, that is, dB?C o =0.
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Proof For simplicity, we will suppress the subscript ® in the proof. It suffices to show that for all
aeh(C,v)and y € h(C,v + k),

(3-20) (de, il yl) =0

i=1 v+k

We first prove the following lemma:

Lemma 3.16 Forr > 1,

(3-21) 0= (—1)llev /

an,v—i—k
. k
= lim Yo DM A Sl S V)]

n—o0o, . .
0<i|<-<ip<k

T lim > DRI MOE

n—>00  1<p<g<r

* *
Sv,v—}-ka A [v,v+ky

O<ii<w<i, <k
=i o fotpiys e vn+ip_1’99:+z,, v-l—zp_;.]""’ vn+iq»7/]»
where
r —1
(3-22)  xp=lajey+ Y T(C,a,ij) and xp =|a|(cy + 1)+ Z I(C,a,ij) + Z T(C,a,ij).
Jj=1 j=1 J=p

Proof Step1 (r =1) In this case, since p = ¢ =r = 1 for the second term, we write i = i;. Then
*2 = |ee|(cy + 1) + T(C, @, ). Using the equation 8§ — ), 7{0x g A50; , = df] foranyn € N,
(—D)*2 TV MYK (o, 067, v]
=3 D2 Mo, 87 —d Ly
= hm Z( 1)*2MU k[a’81711+1 dfinv]
(3-23) = lim_ z( D*2 M o, 87, y] + Tim 2( D2 MUK, df L y).

By Lemma 3.14,

. k . . k
(3_24) nli)nolo Z(_l)*zM;): [(X, 81’;[-‘,-1" y] — Z(_l)*2+(|a|+mv,u+1)cv+lM:T)> [O{, y]
Since (—1)*2Feltmovrdevti = (_p)leleotmovti and M ] = S (—1)™07 [M;;]%; [M k], by Stokes’
theorem this equals
;(_1)|a|cv+mv.v+i /Mu v+i><v+in+i vtk S:’U—Ha A t:+i’v+ky

_ (_1\lele * * _ (_1\lale * * _
- ( 1) Y / Sv,v-i—ka A tv,v—i—ky - ( 1) ! / d(sv,v-l-ka A [v,v-i-ky) =0
an,v+k Mv,v+k

Now, the second summand in (3-23) equals

lim S>(—1)* M d (@, £ )

—
n i

Note that the difference between x1 and *, in the r = 1 case is indeed |«|. This proves the r = 1 case.
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Step 2 (independence of r) We need to prove that the value of the right-hand side does not change
from r to r 4+ 1. To do this, we apply Stokes’ theorem to the exact term in (3-21) in the r case. The
boundary d(My, yyiy X+ X My y+k) comes from fiber product at v 4+ w for all # and w such that
0<ip<--<i; <w<izy1 <---<ir <k. Consider the boundary coming from the fiber product at
v + w. After applying Stokes’ theorem to the exact term in (3-21), the contribution from integration over

the M:')f,k...,i,,w,...,z, C Mn, i 18

(3-25) (=D* Jlim M}};f..,it,w,...,ir o, fogiys oo Loy V1

where *x3 = |o|cy + Zj_l T(C,a,ij) +my U+,1 + -4+ My, v+w- By replacing the fiber product in
./\/llvlk Dy with the Cartesian product /\/l iy w....i,» Lemma 3.14 gives that (3-25) equals
(3-20)  (=prrleltmateate fim Miﬂ," PRI LA AT RRRRY P AR 4

We replace the Thom class 8% by >, w1 0x g A 505, +d f to get

*34+(la|+m c v+w v,k n n
(3_27) (_1) 3t (el vtwlevtu nll?;o Tr Mn, it Wiy [a’ vttt 90v+w’ s Jut )/]
*3+(la|+m c v,k n n n
(3_28) _|_(_1) 3+ (el vv+w) vtw nli{goMll’ PRI [O(, v+i1""’dfv+w""’ v+ir,)/].

Let x4 denote x3 + (|| + my,p+w)Co4+w- By (2-5),

t r
*g = loe|(cy + D+ Y 1Coa,ij) +T(Coo,w)+ Y F(C,a,ij) mod 2.
j=1 j=t+1

Because x5 := %4+ |a|+z;=1(cv+,~j +1)= |oe|cv+zjr~=1 T(C,a,i;)+1(C, o, w) mod 2 and |fun+ij |
Cv+i; + 1 mod 2, (3-28) equals

(3—29) nllm Z (_1)*5Ml alt w lt—‘,—l; [ (O{ Un+i|""’fUn+w""’ Un+ir’y)]'

0<iy<—<iy<w<i;y1<ir<k

Therefore, the right-hand side equals

. . x ) . )
lim —D*2TeV e MC L a, .00 .
oo ISPXS:qsr b ity Sori vtip—1 " vtip® U+lp+1 vigr V]
0<i1<~~<iq<k
i *4 m U+W "
+ im 3 (=DM MK i Lo S 008 Y]
0<i| << <W<i;41<ir<k
1 _ *5 U,k n n n
+nll>n;o Z ( 1) Mi],...,i[,w,it+1,,,,,ir[d(a? v+i17---7fv+w,..., v“l‘ir’y)]'

0<iy<<i;<w<i;41<ir<k

This is the r 4+ 1 case, so we have proved the claim. O

Going back to the proof of Proposition 3.15, in the case of r = k — 1 in Lemma 3.16, the terms

. k
(3-30) nlgréo(—l)*l Mll),...,k—l [dor, s k=1 V],
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and
. +i v,k
(3-31) nll)m 1<p<§<k_1(_1)*2Trv l"Mz‘],...,iq[O" AR vn+ip_1»99:+i,,’ vn+ip+1""’ vn—i—iq’y]
0<i<-<ig<k

sum to zero, where

k—1 . p—1 . q
*1 = afey + 3 T(C,e,j) and 2 =|af(cy + D)+ X #(C.a i)+ 3 F(Ca,ij).

j=1 Jj=1 j=p

.....

that (3-31) equals

k—1
(3-32) ( ;1 di—i od;[a], [V]>v o

Since |d;a| = |a| + my,y+i + Cy+i mod 2,

i, dia,j)=1(C,a,i +j) mod 2.
Then the claim simply follows from the definition of d;. a
Remark 3.17 From the proof of Proposition 3.15, we see that there is no harm in suppressing the index n
and lim, o by Lemmas 3.7 and 3.14. If we write f; as the limit of f;" in the space of currents such that
(3-33) §i =mibiq AT Qi":a +dfi,
where §; is the Dirac current, then we can use (3-33) to do formal computations.

3.3 Flow morphisms induce cochain morphisms

Section 3.2 shows that a flow category carries enough geometric structure to define a cochain complex.
In the following subsections, we study the analogous geometric data for cochain complex morphisms
and homotopies. In this subsection, we introduce flow morphisms between flow categories, which is
the underlying geometric data for defining continuation maps [2, Chapter 11]. We show that every flow
category has an identity flow morphism from the flow category to itself. Using the identity flow morphism,
we show that H(BC, dpc,e) is independent of the defining data ®, finishing the proof of Theorem 3.10.

3.3.1 Flow morphisms
Definition 3.18 An oriented flow morphism $) from an oriented flow category C := {C;, MIC j} to another
oriented flow category D := {D;, ./\/ll.D j} is a family of compact oriented manifolds {#; ;}; jez such that:
(1) There are two smooth maps s: H; ; — C; and : H; j — Dj.
(2) There exists N € Z, such that H; ; = & wheni —j > N.
(3) Foreveryip <iy <---<ig, jo << jm—1 < Jjm, the fiber product
(o D
Mio,il Xiy o Xig Hig,jo Xjo ** Xjm—1 Mjm_l,jm

is cut out transversely.
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(4) There are smooth maps my : ./\/llcj Xj Hjx —> Higand mp:H; j X; Mjl.?k — H, k such that
somp(a,b) =5%(a), tomp(a,b)=1(b), somg(a,b)=s(a) and tomg(a,b) =12 (),

where s€ is the source map for the flow category C and tD is the target map for the flow category D.

(5) The map mp Umpg: (UJ /\/licj X j Hj,k) U (UJ Hi,j X M})k) — 0H, k is a diffeomorphism up to
zero-measure (Definition 2.6).

(6) The orientation [#{;, ;] has the following properties:

C ..
M ;] = Z(—l)mi,HPmL([M,-C’Hp Xit+p Hi+p,j]) + Z(—l)h”’mR([Hz’,/‘—p Xj-p MjD—p,j])’
p>0 p>0
2, C
(1€ X ) INIIME; x; Hjge] = (=DM ME 1[H; k],
(t x sPY [N/ I[Hi, j xj MP ] = (=D)%Hi [ ;) IMP ]

Here ¢; := dim C;, mlc = dim M€

g i dj = dim Dj and hi,j = dimHi,j-

By (4), we have a formula similar to (2-6). Thus it is convenient to use my, and m g to identify Mlc X Mk
and H; j X, M]l.?  With the corresponding parts of H; . Hence in the following, we will suppress mp,
and m g, and treat ./\/llcj xj Hjx and H; j X Mfk as though they are contained in 0H; k.

Remark 3.19 Condition (2) is important in obtaining a finite sum in the definition of the induced cochain
morphism. In the context of Morse/Floer theories, the existence of N usually comes from some energy
estimates. More precisely, H;,; is typically the compactification of the space of solutions to parametrized
Floer equations/gradient flow equations interpolating the geometric data for C and D. Then there is
usually some notion of energy E(u) for a Floer cylinder/gradient flow u in the moduli space #;,; such
that £(u) > 0. Now we assume that the energy E (u) satisfies inequality E(u) < g(D;) — f(C;) + C,
where f and g are the background Morse—Bott functionals for C and D, and C is a universal constant
depending on the interpolating data we use to define the moduli space H;, ;. Assuming the critical values
do not accumulate for simplicity,'® then if j < i we have E(u) < 0, ie there are no curves in Hi,j-

Remark 3.20 Similar to Definition 2.13, we say $) is compatible with the grading structures on C and D
if and only if d(C;) =d(D;)+d; —h;,;, where {d(C;)} and {d(D;)} are grading structures on C and D,
respectively. When this holds, the cochain morphism ¢ below will have degree 0.

The main result of this subsection is that oriented flow morphisms induce cochain morphisms between
the minimal Morse—Bott cochain complexes. Let C := {C;j, ./\/llc j} and D := {D;, ME j} be two oriented
flow categories and assume $) = {H; ;} is an oriented flow morphism from C to D. Then we introduce
the following:

19When critical values accumulate see Remark 2.11.
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(1) We write ¢; := dlmC,, d; = dim Dl, m = dlm/\/llcj, D = dimMiDj and h; ; :=dim M, ;.
We formally define ml. ; =c¢i—1and mi = d — 1 as before. We assume, as before, that those numbers

are well defined. Then
hij+mp —dj+1=hy for j <k —and  m;+hjg—ci+1=hyy fori<j
by Definition 3.18.

(2) Forv,keZ,0<i; <---<ipand j1 <---< jq <k, we define

v,k C . . D D
Hll, wiplj1ses ’Jq Mv i XX Mv+i,,_1,v+ip x ’HU‘Hp,U-i-Jl X Mv—l—jl,v—i-jz x X Mv+jq,v+k

with the product orientation.

3) 7—[* “ oty fareoos fao .., y] is defined similarly to M**[a, fx,...,y] in (3-10).

(4) We define (57, @, k) = (&] + by p 1) (dy 1 + 1) and (5, 0, k) := (] + by p ok + D(dy iz + 1)
for o € Q*(Cy).

Let ®; := {h(C,i), fic’n} and ®, := {h(D,i), fl.D’n} be defining data for flow categories C and D,
respectively. Let $ := {#{; ; } be an oriented flow morphism from C to D. The counterparts of Lemmas 3.7
and 3.14 hold for H by the same argument. Then define a linear operator q),f@l ©," H*(Cy)—> H*(Dyyir)
for every v, k € Z by

(339 (B, 0,0 VD vr

. k
= ) (_1)*Hv ipli1 [ fv+ll"' fv+lp v+11"” U+Jq’y]

..........
p,q=0
0=ip<ii<-<ip

N<=<jg<jg+1=k
T %40,k C,n C,.n D,n
_nll>néo Z>() (=D, iplitsees [Ol, fv+i1""’fv+ip’fv+jl’ fv‘f']q’y]
p.q=
0=i0<i1<---<ip
J1<w<jg<Jg+1=k
where

* 1= |atfcy + hyptj + Z Ca,iy) + Z 19, o, jw).

w=1

The existence of N in Definition 3.18(2) implies that (3-34) is a finite sum and ¢k 0.0, = 0fork <—N.

Theorem 3.21 Let $):C = D be an oriented flow morphism. If we fix defining data ®1 :={h(C, i), fic’”}
and ©, :={h(D,i), fl.D’n} for C and D, respectively, then there is a linear map

b8 .0, = k]‘[Z $8o. 6, BC(C.®1) - BC(D, ©,)
€

given by (3-34) such that
H
¢@1,®2 dBC .07 dBC ,0s d)@],@z =0.

In particular, ¢® ©5 induces a map H(BC(C), d .0 ) — H(BC(D), d .0, ) on cohomology.
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Proof Similar to the proof of Proposition 3.15, this theorem follows from the claim that, for & € h(C, v),
y € h(C,v+k) with k € Z, and any r > 1, we have

0= (-1 1+|alcv+hu.v+k/ S*O[/\t*
( ) a}Iv,v+k Y
N 0<§<r (_1)*1Hi wolpl1seees] [ (e, f+ll’” fv‘HP f"'Jl’“ fv+]r p’y)]

0<iy<-<ip
J1<=<jr—p<k

s VHip 4,0k CcyCc * D
+05p5(1§zr:,15t5p( DT Hil,---’ip|jla---=jq p[a f”+’l""’9 9”+‘t ""’fv+lq7p’y]
0<iy<-<ip
N<e.<jg—p<k
—1V*3 TV e vk DpD ¥
+ > DT e Sy 0700 )

0<p=q=r,1<t=q—p
0<i<...<ip
J1<e.<jq—p<k
Here

P r—p
k1 =1+ |a|(cy + 1)+ hyptj, + Z T(C, o, iy) + Z (9, a, jw),

1
*2—1+|a|cv + hy v+ T tz 1Ca,iy) + Z T(C,a,iy) + Z T(9, o, jw),
w=t =1
*3 =14 |afcy +hy v+ T Z IC a,iy) + Zli(ﬁ a, jw) + ZtT(f) o, jw).

The proof is again by induction, and we omit it. Then for r > k + N, the first exact term is zero, as
v,k
lls sl]J|.]13 :]r—
terms are exactly (¢ 0od€ —dP o¢pH)a, y), 1, and hence the theorem holds. ad

is necessarily empty by Definition 3.18(2). We can directly check that the remaining

Similar to Corollary 3.13, we have the following:

Corollary 3.22 Assume that oriented flow categories C and D have the property that dim C;,dim D; <k
forall i. If $: C = D is an oriented flow morphism, then ¢ : BC(C, ®1) — BC(D, ®,) only depends
on those Mlcj, Hi,; and ./\/ll-Dj of dimension < 2k.

3.3.2 The identity flow morphism Next we show that, for every oriented flow category C, there is
an oriented flow morphism J: C = C, which is referred to as the identity flow morphism. Roughly
speaking, when the flow category has a background Morse—Bott function, the identity flow morphism
comes from the compactified moduli space of parametrized gradient flow lines, (flow lines not modulo
the R translation action). Using the identity flow morphism, we show the Morse—Bott cohomology is
independent of the defining data.

Definition/Lemma 3.23 For an oriented flow category C, there is a canonical oriented flow morphism
J:C=CgivenbyZ; ; = M;,; x[0, j —i] with the product orientation fori < j, and Z; ; = & fori > j.
The source and target maps s, t:Z; ; — C;, C; are defined as

s:scom and t:tcom,

Algebraic € Geometric Topology, Volume 24 (2024)



1356 Zhengyi Zhou

where 71 is the projection to the M component. The compositions my, and mg are defined by
mp: Mg Xg L, ; = 1i,j, (a,b,t)~ (m(a,b),t +k—1),
mRZIi,k XkMk,j -1, (a,t,b)— (m(a,b),t),

where m is the composition in C.
Before giving the proof, we will first use Definition/Lemma 3.23 to finish the proof of Theorem 3.10:

Proof of Theorem 3.10 Let ®; and ®, be defining data for the oriented flow category C. We have
shown in Proposition 3.15 that (BC, dgc,@,) and (BC, dgc,@,) are cochain complexes. By (3-34), the
cochain morphism ¢({)1 0" (BC, dgc,0,) — (BC, dgc,®,) induced by the identity flow morphism J can
be written as id + N, where N is strictly upper triangular, ie N' sends H*(Cs) to [ 7o +1 H*(Cy). Note
that ) noo(—N)" is well defined on the cochain complex BC, and ) 7o o(—N)" is the inverse to id + N.
Thus ¢é1,®2 is an isomorphism, and hence induces an isomorphism on cohomology. O

Remark 3.24 When ®; = ®;, we show in Section 3.6 that ¢({)1 @, 18 homotopic to the identity map. In
particular, we will show that the construction, up to homotopy, is functorial with respect to the choice of
defining data.

Proof of Definition/Lemma 3.23 Definition 3.18(2) follows from Z; ; = & for i > j. Condition (3)
holds for J due to the transversality property of the flow category C. Since mp (M, x Xx Iy, ;) =
M g X My j X [k —i, j —i]and mg(Z; g ¥x Mg j) = M; g X Mg, x [0,k —1i], the flow morphism
conditions (4) and (5) are satisfied by J. Therefore we need only check (6), the orientation condition.

Unless stated otherwise, products of manifolds are always equipped with the product orientation. Fori < j,
(3-35) 0[Z;, ]

=0d[M;, ;x[0,j—i]]

= (=) M {03+ (=)™ [My < —i ]+ Y (=)™ K [M; g My ;X [0, j—i]]

i<k<j
(3-36) = (=)™ M x {03+ (—1)™ [M; jx{j =i }]
(3-37) + Z (=D)™K M g x g My, [0, k—i]]+ Z (—=D)™R M g < My jx[k—i, j—i]].

i<k<j i<k<j
Since the flow category C is oriented, fori <k < j
(3-38) (1€ x s [NEIMi g X M, 1 = (=D (M ][ M, -
Let 7 be the projection Z; ; — M, ; fori < j. Then
(1 x5 N = 70" (1 % 59)* Nic g g vty x@0,k—11-
(1€ x5)* N = 70"t % 59)* Nicl v ot xe—i,j—i1-
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Therefore (3-38) implies

(3-39) (1 X 5O [NRIIMi ke X M X [0,k =] = (=) SRk M g x [0,k —i]][ Mg ;]
= (L) (7, M ],

(3-40) (1€ x ) VLM xie My x Tl =i j =i} = (=D [My ) [Myj x [k —i. j —i]]
= (=D M ][ Zk, 51

If we orient Z; ; x;x My, ; by (—1)™ed Tk M g X My ;1[[0, k —i]] and orient [M, x xi T ;] by
[Mi ke Xk Mg, jll[k —i, j —i]], then (3-39) implies that the first summand in (3-37) equals

(3-41) (=D)™k M g xx My < [0,k —i]] = (=D T e My ]
and that
(3-42) (t < sE)Y [N IMy & x5 Tie ;] = (=D iat D7, 1My ).

And (3-40) implies that the second summand in (3-37) equals

(3-43) (=DM M e X My, j < [k =i, j —i]l = (=D)™K[M; g ¥g T 7]
and that
(3-44) (1€ ) [Nl M e Xk T, ] = (= 1)Kk M 4 ][ Tk 5]

We still have to consider the first two copies of M; ; in (3-36). Since myp: I;; x; M; ;j — M; ;
and mg: M, ; X; I j — M, ; are diffeomorphisms, we can orient Z; ; x; M; ; = C; x; M, ; and
M j x; Ijj = M, ; xj C; by my'([M;,;]) and mg! ([M;,;]). Then by Lemma 3.25 below and the
discussion after,

(3-45) (t x sCY IN][Ci x M, ;] = (=) [CiI M 1],
(3-46) (t€ x $)*[Nj][IM;,; x; Cj1 = (=)0 [M; ][C;].
Therefore

(=)™ T M x 03] = (=) T mp (i xi M j)),
(6 x sC)Y*NAZse xi Mi ] = (=1 [Zi,4]IM 11,
(=D M x{j =i}l = (=)™ mp (M, x; Zj,j]),
(1€ > )" Nil My, % Ty, 5] = (= 1) ™00 (M 11T, 1.
To sum up, (3-41), (3-42), (3-43), (3-44) and (3-47) prove the orientation condition, Definition 3.18(6). O

(3-47)

To state Lemma 3.25 we need some notation. Let £ and F be two oriented finite-dimensional vector spaces
and /: E — F be a linear map. We denote by A the diagonal subspace of F' x F. Suppose the ordered
basis ( f1,..., fn) represents the orientation [F] of F and the ordered basis (eq, ..., e;) represents the
orientation of E. Then ((f1, f1),-.., (fn, fn)) determines an orientation [Afr] of Af. Like (2-4), we
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orient the quotient bundle, ie the normal bundle, (F X F)/AF so that [Af][(F x F)/Afr]=[F][F]. The
fiber product E x; F is the graph of [ in E X F, so ((el, l(e1)),...,(em, l(em))) determines an orientation
[E x; F]on E x; F = graph /. The projection 7 : E x; F — E is an isomorphism and the orientation we
put on E x; F has the property that & ([E x; F]) =[E]. Since (/,id): (EXF)/(Ex; F)—> (FxF)/AF is
an isomorphism, we can orient (E x F)/(E x; F) by ({,id)([((Ex F)/(Ex; F)]) =[(F x F)/AF]. What
we describe here is the tangent picture of M; ; x; C;: letting (m, c) € M; ; X; C;, the correspondences
are E =T,y M; j, F =T.Cj and | = Ds|;,, and the orientations match up.

Lemma 3.25 Following the notation above, we have

[(E x F)/(E x; F)|[E x; F] = (-1)4mEdmF [ p|[F],

Proof The ordered basis ((Of, f1),...,(0OF, f»)) represents a basis for (F x F)/AF as well as the
orientation [(F x F)/AF]. Note that ((Og, f1),..., (0O, fn)) represents a basis for (E x F)/(E x; F),

and is mapped to ((Of, f1),...,(OF, f»)) through the map (/, id); thus ((Og, f1),...,(0g, fx)) repre-
sents the orientation on (E x F)/E x; F. Since ((e1.1(e1)). ..., (em.l(em)). OE. f1).....(OE. fn))
represents the orientation [E][F],

[E x; FI[(E x F)/(E x; F)] = [E][F] or [(ExF)/Ex; F[(E x; F)] = (=)™ EdmF g ),

which yields (3-46). O

Similarly, consider F x; E oriented by ((/(e1). e1), ..., (I(em).em)). If we orient (F x E)/(F x; E) by
(id, ([(F x E)/(F x; E)]) = [(F x F)/AF], then

[(F x E)/(F x; E)[F x; E] = (=)™ Y [F][E],
which yields (3-45).

3.4 Compositions of flow morphisms

Roughly speaking, the composition of flow morphisms is taking fiber products. Hence, in the Morse-Bott
case, not every flow morphism can be composed, and we introduce the following concept:

Definition 3.26 Two flow morphisms $: C — D and §: D — &£ are composable if and only if the

C , . C
fiber products M ; iy -+ X,y My
./\/l,‘f1 ey X Koy ./\/l,fr _, .k, are cutout transversely.

R VN D o D T,
Xip Hip,jr Xj1 My iy Xja o Xjgo MG i Xy Fig b Xk

Heuristically, one can define the composition § o $ of two composable morphisms § and § to be
(FoH)ix = U i Hi,j ¥j Fj i, where the orientation is determined by

(3-48) (7 x sEYINjIH:, 5 % Fiel = (=D [ j11F k).
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By Definition 3.18(2), (F o H); x is a compact manifold. However, this is no longer a flow morphism,
since the boundary can come from fiber products in the middle in addition to fiber products at the two
ends,2? violating Definition 3.18(5). Hence we introduce the following definition.

Definition 3.27 An oriented flow premorphism §: C = D is a family of compact oriented manifolds 7; ;
with smooth maps s: F; j — C; and ¢: ]—'l- ,j — Dj. Moreover, there exists N such that, fori —j > N,
Fi,j = & and the fiber products Mlo i <X Firjo Xjo = X Mjl'z)—l,jz are cut out transversely
forall ip <--- <ip and jo <--- < jj.

Given a flow premorphism §, one can still define ¢* by (3-34), which may not be a cochain morphism.
Let $ and § be two composable flow morphisms. Then § o ) is a flow premorphism by definition. We
need to understand the relation between ¢ °H and ¢F o ¢ . The main result of this subsection is that

they differ by a homotopy. Before stating the theorem, we first introduce some notation:

(1) &:={E;\M }1s an oriented flow category, e; .—dlmE,,m —dlmME and f; j :=dim F; ;.
These are agaln assumed to be well defined for simplicity.

(2) ForkeZ,0<iyj<---<ip, j1<---<jgandki <---<k, <k, Wedeﬁne}'lel
to be

9. lp|j17"'7jq‘k1a"'akr

Mv iy X X i ok ji XML gy X X Py jg vk X XML ke

Note that we must have ¢ > 1 for this to be defined.

v,k D E E :
3) (‘FXH)il,...,ip|j1,...,jq|k1, [ fv-{-zl fv+l,, v+11 vtjg’ v+k1""’fv+kr’y] is de-

fined similarly to (3-10).

To define the homotopy operator Pg,,@,,0,, or P for simplicity, fork € Z,a € h(C,v) and y € h(E, v+k),
we define P by

(3-49)  (Plal. [yD)v4r

= > (—D*F

p,r=0,9>1
O=ip<ii<-<ip,j1<+<Jg
kiz-<kry1=k

v,k

E
X ik O iy R S TR Fk e Sk V)

where
p q r
* = 1+|a|(cv+1)+dim(]:°7'[)v,v+k1 +Z i(c’aaiw)'i‘hv,v-i-j] +Z i(ﬁ,a,jw)'i‘z T(So9. a, ky).
w=1 w=1 w=1

20 Although, in this case, the breaking from fiber products in the middle should pair up and “cancel” with each other; this is
morally why we have Theorem 3.28.
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Theorem 3.28 Let 5 and § be composable oriented flow morphisms from C to D and from D to &,
respectively. If we fix defining data ®1, ®, and ©3 for C, D and &, then there exists an operator
Po,,0,,05: BC(C) = BC(E) defined by (3-49) such that

FoH _ ,F H c E _
$6,.6; — 96,,05°90,,0, + P0.,0,,0; °dpc 0, +dpc,0,° Po,,0,,0; =0.

Proof Fora € h(C,v),y € h(E,v+ k) with k € Z, and any [ > 1, we have

_ * v,k Cc E
0=> > (=D 1(’FOH)il,...,iplkl,...,kq[a’""fv-i-i*""’ vtk ooV
r<lp+q=r—1

* v,k C D E
+ +§ l( 1) 2(]—'><’H) ,,,, it s et s kw[d(a,..., vt Sot e Soakwr o V]
pHr+w=

* v+i v,k C c * D E
+ +§ l( *3Tr u(}'XH) ,,,,, T [a,..., vtiwr 2 000si s fotjur s Stk V]
ptgtws

u>1
+ X (DRI Ep

pHq+w=l,
u>1

*

D D E
..... ip 1ot 80+ St S e 002 5, o S oY)

* v+k C D E
+ Z ( ]) 5Tr quHlls slpljlﬂ 5/(1|kls kw [ ""’fv+i*’""fv+j*""’ vtk 99U+ku ,...,y]

p+q+w=l,
u>1

where we omit the obvious constraints 0 < ij < -+ <ip, j1 <--- < jgand k1 <--- < ky < k. The

indices for signs are

V4 q
*1 = l + |Ol|Cv +dim(FoH)v,v+k1 + Z i(c’aJS) + Z i(soﬁ»avké‘)’
s=1

s=1

)4 r w
*2 = |afcy +dim(F o H)y yrky + 2 T(C,ais) +hyptjy + 2 T(D, @, js) + 2 £H(F o9, aks),
s=1 s=1

s=1
u—1 D r w
*3= |a|(cv+l)+dim(}—oH)v,v+k1 + Z: 1(Co,is)+ Z: T(Caavis)+hv,v+j1 + Z: T(9,a, js)+ Z: 1(FoH.a. k),

K4 =|af(cy+D)+dim(FoH)y vk, +Z 1(C.a.is)+hy, v+;1+2 1®.a, /s)+Z (9., Js)+Z 1(Fon, o ky),

s=1

*s5 = |a|(cv+1)+dlm(]:°H)v vtk T Z 1(C,a, is) + hy, v+ T Z 19, a,js) + Z T(F o9, o ky)

s=1

+ 3 HEonaks).

The proof is again by induction on /, which we omit. Then for / > 0, the exact term is zero. It is direct
to check that the first term is —(¢¥°# «, y), ¢, the third term is —(P o d € a, )y 1k, the fourth term is
(¢F opH o, y)y4k and the last term is —(d £ o Pa, y), 4 x: hence the theorem follows. |

As a corollary, ¢F oH 1s a cochain map between (BC(C), d, .0 ) and (BC(£),d @ ), and is homotopic
to ¢®2,@3 ¢®1,®2'
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3.5 Flow homotopies induce cochain homotopies

In this subsection, we introduce the flow homotopies between flow premorphisms. Such structures can be
viewed as the analog of the geometric data needed to define homotopies between continuation maps in
Floer theories [2, Chapter 11].

Definition 3.29 An oriented flow homotopy % between two flow premorphisms § = {F; j} and § =
{#H,;,;} from C to D is a family of oriented compact manifolds {); ;} with smooth source and target maps
s:Yi,;j — Ciand t:); ; — D; such that:

(1) There are smooth maps tg, g : Fi j, Hi,j — Vi,j such that sotp =SF,SOLH =sH, tolLfp =¢F

=t where s, sH ¥ and 17

andf oty are the source and target maps for § and §3, respectively.

(2) There exists N € N such that wheni — j > N, we have ); ; = @.

(3) Forallig<---<iyand jo <---< jj, the fiber products ./\/llol ir Xix Vig,jo on"'ij—1MjD,_1,j,

are cut out transversely.

(4) There are smooth maps my : /\/l % Vik = Yik and mpg: )i ; X; /\/lj & — Yik such that
somyp(a,b) = sC(a), tomp(a,b) =t(b), sompg(a,b)=s(a) and tomg(a,b)=1t"®).

Here s€ is the source map for C and ¢? is the target map for D.

(5) Themap g Utg Ump Ump: ]-',kUH,kU(UJ % yjk) (UJ Yi,j x; M ik )—>8ylklsa
diffeomorphism up to measure-zero sets.

(6) The orientation [);, ;] has the following properties:

Vi, ;1 = v ([Fi ;D) — e ([Hi, ] )+Z( l)cl+p+1mL([ zz—i—p Xit+p Vi+p.jl)
p>0

+ YD mrR(Vrj—p Xjmp M ).
pr>0

C
(1€ X ) INAIME; xj Vi) = (=D LME 11 ).
(t x sPY [N J[Hi j xj MP ] = (=)%Y [0 1 IMP]L
where y; ;j :=dim); ;.
The main result of this subsection is that flow homotopies induce homotopies between the maps induced

by the boundary flow premorphisms (which are not necessarily cochain morphisms). Before stating the
theorem, we introduce the following notation:

(1) Fork € Z,0<iy <---<ipand ji1 <---< j; <k,

yvk

i15eensiplilse- :]q

D D
Mv v—l—ll XMU—H,, 1,8+ip va+ipsv+j1 XMv+j1,v+j2 XMv—i—jq,v—i-k'
Q) Y5*a, £E..... fP. ... y]is defined similarly to (3-10).
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(3) For « € h(C,v), we define

(& a. k) = (laf + yov+1)(dyir + 1) and  L(F, 0. k) := (jo| + yypk + D(dpr + 1)

To state the formula for the homotopy operator AY , we suppress the subscripts @1 and ©, for simplicity.
Leta € h(C,v) and y € h(D,v + k). Then (AY [a], [y])y+x is defined to be

&0,k
(320 pq2>0 <D y"v siplits.. [ fv+ll"' f“+Jq i
O=i0’<:<ip
J1<<jg+1=k

where

= la(co + D)+ yotip o+ + Z HCoa i) + Zli(@ @, jw)-

Theorem 3.30 Suppose # is an oriented flow homotopy between two oriented flow premorphisms
$,9:C = D. After fixing defining data ® and ®, for C and D, respectively, there exists an operator
A}él 0" BC(C) — BC(D) defined by (3-50) such that

F H _
dBC ,0s ° A@] (CF) + A@] (CH) ° dBC ,01 + d)@],@z _¢@1,®2 =0.

Proof Similar to the proofs of Proposition 3.15 and Theorem 3.21, this theorem follows from the
following claim, whose proof is again by induction and will be omitted.

Fora € h(C,v), y € h(D,v + k) with k € Z, and any r > 0,

k
0= Z (—*y» . p[d(a,fviil,...,fvﬁjr_p,y)]

.....

& T U+iy Uk cC * D

+ X DT Y i 1 j’+”,...,09v+hl,..., vtig_p V]
0<p=g=r
1<u=<p

v,k
+ X (Tt
0<p=q<r ey
I<u<q—p

F'y v,k v,k
+ Z (_1) 4(F |i17~~-aip|j1,~--,jq—p _H |i15"'aip|jls-~"jq—p)[ fv“l‘ll [ fv“l‘]q p’ ]

O<p=g<r

*
[ fv—Hl"' 691?4—];4 > fv—i—qu ]

Here

p r—p
& = |a|Cv +yv+i,,,v+j1 + Z T(C’a,iw) + Z T(g/,a,jw)a

u—1

& = |O‘|(Cv+1)+J’v+zp,v+11 + Z HCoaiy) + Z T(C,a,iy) + Z (¥, a, jw).

w=u =1

&3 = |a|(cy + 1)+Yv+zp,v+h + Z HCoaiy) + Zl (., jw)+ Z (Y., jw),

&y = |afcy + Yoptj; + Z HCa,iy) + Zl (Y, a, juw). O
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Remark 3.31 Theorem 3.30 does not require that CDgl @, Of @gl o, is a cochain morphism. When
they are (in fact, that one of them is a cochain morphism would imply the other is also by Theorem 3.30),
Theorem 3.30 implies that they are homotopic to each other.

3.6 The minimal Morse-Bott cochain complex is canonical

Unlike the Morse case, where the defining data is unique, there is a lot of freedom in choosing the defining
data for the minimal Morse—Bott cochain complex: choices of quasi-isomorphic embeddings, choices of
Thom classes and choices of /. The cochain morphism qﬁg’@, induced from the flow morphism §) by
(3-34) also depends on ® and ®’. Although Theorem 3.10 asserts that the cohomology is independent of
the defining data, it is important to have the isomorphism be canonical in a functorial way with respect to
the choice of defining data. In this section, we prove that the construction of the minimal Morse—Bott
cochain complex (BC, dpc,@) is natural with respect to the defining data ®. Moreover, we will show that
the cochain morphism qbg @ from (3-34) is also canonical in a suitable sense. To explain the claim above
in more detail, we introduce the following category of defining data of an oriented flow category:

Definition 3.32 Given an oriented flow category C, Data(C) is defined to be the category whose objects
are defining data of C, and there is exactly one morphism between any two objects.

For every object ® in Data(C), we can associate it with a cochain complex (BC, dgc,@). The following
theorem says that such an assignment can be completed to a functor Data(C) — K(Ch), where K(Ch) is
the homotopy category of cochain complexes.

Theorem 3.33 There is a functor BC(C): Data(C) — K(Ch) defined by
®+ (BC,dpc,o) and (O1 — O2) > (¢4, ,: (BC.dpc0,) = (BC.dpc,0,)).

where J is the identity flow morphism used to define d)(f)l ®, by (3-34).

Proof Step 1 (¢é @ is homotopic to the identity) It is not hard to check that ¢é°é can be written as

id + M with M strictly upper triangular. Note that fori < j, I; ; = M; ; x[0,j —i]and (/o ]); ; =
Uk.i<k<j 1i.k Xk Ik,j have an interval direction. Since the pullback of differential forms by source and
target maps cannot cover that interval direction, we have

k k .
1 il fotp forgeo J= oD Lo fotp. forgoo ] =0 p g,
k k .
1_’_{,p| =(lo I)f’__’m =0 if p#k,
v,k v,k .
I\q,... =({o I)Iq,.-- =0 if ¢g#0.
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Therefore, for k € N*, o € h(C,v) and y € h(C,v + k), we have

Ml o= T (Do 1 o fotins s fotips Fotips s fotign V)
=pP=4=
0<iy<-<ig<k
oz (=D*2 L0 12 [0, fotiys s fotip: fotip: V)
0<iy<-<ip=k
X (D® Lo 1Pk e, fotiys fotivse-o fotip: V),

0=i)<-<ip<k

where @1, ®, and #3 are determined according to (3-34).

Similarly, we have a decomposition ¢({) @ = 1d + N with N strictly upper triangular. Note that
(Io I)v+,-p,v+,-p = ly+i,,v+i, = Cv+i,, and hence

k
(Iol); [ot, fotivs--os Sotips fotips---s fotigs V]

iLseriplipsemnsiq
_ Iv,k

i1 seensipliprenrig

[, fotirs-- s Sotips Sotips s Jotig V]
Similarly for the remaining two terms of M and N. Thus we have N = M. Then by Theorem 3.28,
(id+ M) —(id+ M)?> = P odpc,e + dpc,0 © P.
Since id + M is a cochain isomorphism,
id—(id+ M) = (id+ M) o Podyce+dpcoo(id+M)'oP.
Thusid+ M =id+ N = d)({),@ is homotopic to the identity.

Step 2 (functoriality) Given three defining data ®;, ®, and ®3, by the same argument as above we
have, up to homotopy, that

1 Iol
¢@1,®3 = ¢®1,®3'
By Theorem 3.28,

Iol 1 1
96,,0; —%0,.0; °%0,,0, T P °dsc,e, +dsco; 0 P =0.

I . . I 1
Thus ¢®1 @ 18 homotopic to ¢@2’@3 o ¢@1 .0y -

Remark 3.34 A similar mechanism of proof appeared in [63, Proposition 7.7.4], where the situation is
Morse and the auxiliary data (which can be viewed as the analog of the defining data) are choices in the
construction of virtual fundamental cycles.

To explain the functoriality for flow morphisms, we introduce the following category:

Definition 3.35 Letting C and D be oriented flow categories, Data(C — D) is defined to be the category
whose objects are defining data of C and D. There is exactly one morphism from ®; to ®, if ®; and ®,
are defining data for the same flow category or ®; and ®, are defining data for C and D, respectively.
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Then Data(C) and Data(D) are full subcategories of Data(C — D). If there is an oriented flow morphism
$: C — D, then for any defining data ® and ® of C and D, respectively, we can assign a cochain
morphism ¢® o - (BC(C), d BC, o) — (BC(D), dBC o). The next theorem states that such an assignment
along with BC(C) and BC(D) is a functor.

Theorem 3.36 For an oriented flow morphism $), there is a functor
o : Data(C — D) — K(Ch)

which extends functors BC(C) and BC(D) by sending the morphism ©€¢ — @P to ¢®C on- Here ec
and ©P are defining data for C and D, respectively.

Proof We only need to prove the functoriality. We use ©€ and @2 to denote defining data for C and D,
respectively. By Theorem 3.28, ¢H of » 1s homotopic to both

H 1
¢®C (YA °¢®C @C and ¢®C ®D O¢®C @C'
Since, by Theorem 3.33, d) ¢ o¢ is homotopic to the identity, ¢ c g qb ¢ o¢ is homotopic to ¢ oS 00"

Similarly, ¢! », is homotopic to ¢ |

eP.eb °¢®C Y ec.ep

3.7 Flow subcategories and flow quotient categories

In this section, we introduce subcategories and quotient categories in the setting of flow categories, which
on the cochain complex level correspond to subcomplexes and quotient complexes.

Definition 3.37 Let C = {C;, M, ;} be an oriented flow category. A subset A of Z is called a C—subset
if j ¢ Aimplies M; ; =@ foralli € A.

A basic example of a C—subset is the set of integers bigger than a fixed number.

Proposition 3.38 Let C = {C;, M, ;} be an oriented flow category and A be a C—subset. Then C4 =
{Ci, M, j,i,j € A} and Cra= {Ci, M, j,i, ], ¢ A} are flow categories.

Proof It is clear that both C4 and C, 4 are subcategories. Then it is sufficient to prove that the boundary
of morphism spaces comes from fiber products of the morphisms spaces for both C4 and C, 4. Since the
boundary dM; ; comes from M; ; X; M, i, if both i,k € A, then j € A, otherwise one of M; ; and
M i is empty. Similarly for C, 4. a

We will call Cq a flow subcategory and C, 4 the associated flow quotient category.

Remark 3.39 A finer definition of subcategory is using a subset of components of Obj(C) such that a
similar condition to Definition 3.37 holds.

From Definition 3.8, when the defining data of C4 and C, 4 are restrictions of a defining data on C, we
have the tautological short exact sequence

(3-51) 0 — BC(C4) — BC(C) = BC(C/4) — 0
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by the obvious inclusion and projection. To make the structure more compatible with concepts introduced
here and our future applications [79], we lift the short exact sequence to the flow morphism level. We
first introduce the following:

Lemma 3.40 Assume (Vo @ V1,d) is a cochain complex with the property that d(Vy) C Vy, that is,
d has a decomposition into dog + d1o + d11, where dgp: V; — Vp. Suppose we have another cochain
complex (Vy @ V/{,d’) with the same property. Assume the following squares are commutative up to
homotopies Hy and H» with the property that im Hy C Vj, Vo C ker H» and the middle morphism ¢ has
the same decomposition ¢poo + P10 + P11, ie (Vo) C Vy:

0O—Vo— Vo V] — V7 —— 0
bl b
0—Vg—=Vg®V)] —= V| ——0
Then they induce a morphism between the long exact sequences of cohomology.

Proof We only need to prove the following square is commutative:
d
H(V1) — H(Vo)
P b
dio
H(V{) —— H(Vy)
By im Hy C Vjj and Vo C ker H», we have i = ¢oo and 7 = ¢p11 on cohomology. Then the claim follows
because the square below is commutative up to the homotopy?! ¢1¢:

d
(V1,d11) —= (Vo, —doo)

l(ﬁll ltﬁoo
di

Vi d]) —2 (V. —d}y) 0

Proposition 3.41 Let C = {C;, M; j} be an oriented flow category and A a C—subset. Then we
have two flow morphisms J4: C4 = C and ‘B4: C = C;4, which induces a short exact sequence
0 — BC(C4) — BC(C) — BC(C,4) — 0. The induced long exact sequence is isomorphic to that of (3-51)
if the defining data for C4 and C, 4 are the restriction of defining data on C.

Proof T4 is the identity flow morphism of C4 when the target lands in A, and the empty set otherwise.
‘B4 is the identity flow morphism of C;4 when the source lands outside A, and the empty set otherwise.
Similar to the proof of Proposition 3.38, both J4 and 34 are oriented flow morphisms. Since the induced
cochain morphism of J4 maps BC(C4) isomorphically to the subspace of BC(C) generated by H*(C;)
for i € A, and the induced cochain morphism of 34 vanishes on the subspace of BC(C) generated by
H*(C;) for i € A and maps the subspace generated by H™*(C;) for i ¢ A isomorphically to BC(C,4),

21See Remark 3.42 for the explanation of the sign, although it does not affect the map on cohomology.
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then we have a short exact sequence as below. Moreover, we claim that we have the diagram of short
exact sequences which is commutative up to homotopy

¢4 pla
0 —— BC(C4) — BC(C) —— BC(C/4) —— 0

C

0 — BC(C4) —— BC(C) —=+BC(C/4) — 0

where the second row is the tautological short sequence (3-51). This is equivalent to proving ¢4 is
homotopic to inclusion i, and ¢4 is homotopic to the projection 7. Note that ¢4 =i + N with N a
strict upper triangular matrix and N = pla—i=io (qbl ¢4 —id). Similar to the proof of Theorem 3.33,
we have that J4 o J¢, and J4 induce the same map. Hence (i + N) o (id + N) is homotopic to i + N by
Theorem 3.28, and so i + N is homotopic to i if we multiply (id + N)~! to the right of the homotopy
relation. Similarly, ¢*4 is homotopic to the projection 7. It is clear from Theorem 3.28 that those
homotopies satisfy the conditions of Lemma 3.40, and hence the claim follows. O

Remark 3.42 The conclusion of Lemma 3.40 can be rephrased as saying that Vo — Vo @V, — Vi — W[1]
and Vj — Vy@® V| — V| — V;[1] are equivalent distinguished triangles in C(Ch).?? In view of Section 3.6,
the minimal Morse-Bott cochain complex is only well defined in /IC(Ch). It is natural to expect that we
only get well-defined distinguished triangles in /C(Ch).

Definition 3.43 Let C and D be two oriented flow categories, A a C—subset and B a D—subset. We say
an oriented flow morphism $) maps A4 to B, if and only if #; ; = & wheneveri € A and j ¢ B.

Proposition 3.44 Let C and D be two oriented flow categories, A a C—subset and B a D—subset. Assume
an oriented flow morphism $) maps A to B. Then we have oriented flow morphisms $4:C4 = Dp and
$/4:C/4 = Dyp, and on the cochain level they induce a morphism between the long exact sequences.

Proof The restriction of §) is $4 when the source and target land in 4 and B, respectively. ), 4 is the
restriction of §) when source and target land in complements of 4 and B respectively. Then $4 and $), 4
are flow morphisms by a direct check similar to Proposition 3.38. We define § to be the flow morphism
from C4 to D which is the restriction of §) to C4. Since #; ; = & whenever i € A and j ¢ B, we have that
£ must land in Dp. Then by the same argument as in Theorem 3.33, $ o T4, Tp 0 H4 and § induce the
same cochain morphism. Then Theorem 3.28 implies that both ¢ o ¢4 and $?5 o pH4 are homotopic
to ¢S. Similarly, pH/4 04 and ¢pTB o pH are homotopic. It is clear that the homotopies and ¢ satisfy
the conditions in Lemma 3.40, and hence the claim follows. O

Remark 3.45 It is clear that the identity flow morphism maps 4 to A. Hence Proposition 3.44 implies
that the long exact sequence from Proposition 3.41 is independent of the defining data and is isomorphic
to the long exact sequence induced from (3-51).

22When (V, d) is ungraded, V[1] simply means (V, —d).
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4 The action spectral sequence

Given a Morse-Bott function on a closed manifold M, there is a spectral sequence converging to H* (M)
with the first page generated by the cohomology of critical manifolds (sometimes twisted by a local
system). Such a spectral sequence is sometimes referred to as the Morse—Bott spectral sequence. For flow
categories, Austin and Braam’s construction [3] comes with a spectral sequence, which is induced by the
an action filtration. Moreover, it was shown under the fibration condition that the spectral sequence from
Austin and Braam’s construction (from the first page) is isomorphic to the Morse—Bott spectral sequence.
Similar spectral sequences from action filtration in Floer theory can be found in many places, eg [70].
Often the spectral sequence is an invariant of the Morse—Bott function, ie independent of other auxiliary
structures. For example, in the finite-dimensional Morse—Bott theory, any reasonable construction should
recover the Morse—Bott spectral sequence, which can be constructed using only the Morse—Bott function
in a purely topological manner.

The goal of this section is to prove those results for the minimal Morse-Bott cochain complex. The
existences of an “action” filtration is encoded in the definition of a flow category by requiring M; ; = &
fori > j, since we secretly order C; by their critical values of the hypothetical Morse—Bott functional.
For basics of spectral sequences arising from filtrations, we refer readers to [55; 75].

Letting C := {C;, M;_; } be an oriented flow category, we have the following “action” filtration on the
minimal Morse—Bott cochain complex BC:

F,BC:=[] H*(C;) C F,-1BC CBC.
i>p
It is clear from definition that the differential dpc, @ is compatible with this filtration for any defining
data ®. The associated spectral sequence can be described explicitly as follows. We define Z?, = to

k+1
be the space of g € H*(Cp) such that there exist a1, a2, ..., 0x—1 € H*(Cx) with (we suppress the
subscript © in d; @ for simplicity)
dlot() = 0,
drag + dyog =0,
(4-1) dzog + drog +diol2 =0,
diao +dg—1a1 +-+-+drog_; =0.
We define B,fﬂ to be the space of o« € H*(Cp) such that there exist ag, a1, ..., 05— € H*(Cyx) with
a =drog +di_ja1 +---+diag_y,
(4-2) 0=dg_100 +dx—a1+ - +diog_s,

0 = dlot().
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. +k+1 +k+1
On Z]fH/B,fH, there is a map Ogyq: Z,‘:H/BlfJrl — Zl€+1 /B]fJrl defined by dg 4100 1=
dig4100 + drog + -+ + drag—;. Since the differential on the minimal Morse—Bott cochain complex
has the special form [ [ d;, unwrapping Leray’s theorem on the spectral sequence associated to a filtered

complex, we have the following:

Proposition 4.1 [55] Following the notation above,
B cByc--cBlc| B =Bl czl=(\zlc---czlc..czlcz]
k k
Additionally, 9y is a well-defined map from Z,f/B,f to Z,‘;’Jrk’Ll/BlerkJrl such that 8,% = 0 and
Zl€+1/Blf+1 ~ HP(Z; /By, 0r). Here we view the superscript p as a grading and then 0y, has grading
k + 1 on Z; /By. Hence we have a spectral sequence (E,f = Z,f/B,f, dx) with

EP := Z2 /B2 ~ F,H(BC,dpc)/Fp+1 H(BC, dgc).

where F, H(BC, dgc) is the associated filtration on the cohomology of (BC, dpc). In other words, the
spectral sequence (E¥, dy) is the spectral sequence induced from the filtration F, »BC.

Remark 4.2 Since we do not assume C carries a grading structure, we do not have a grading on BC (as well
as its relation to the natural degree on H*(Cy)) in general. In particular, we will not get a multicomplex
in [4]. The cost is that we cannot further refine the spectral sequence in £ ,f using their degrees on H*(Cp).

The second page of the spectral sequence is computed by taking the cohomology with respect to d; = d
in (3-15). Since d; is computed using My 41, which are manifolds without boundary, d; is simply the
pullback and pushforward of cohomology. It is more accessible in good cases; works in this direction
using cascades constructions can be found in [20; 21]. In general, even though d; depends on defining
data in general for i > 2, d; does not for any i.

Proposition 4.3 Every page of the spectral sequence is independent of the defining data.

Proof The identity flow morphism J induces a cochain map ¢é]’®2: (BC.dpc,0,) = (BC,dpc,0,)-
The cochain map ¢! preserves the filtrations, thus it induces a morphism between spectral sequences.
Since the induced map on the zeroth page is the identity it induces isomorphisms on every page. O

Remark 4.4 Proposition 4.3 only asserts the invariance of the spectral sequence with respect to defining
data for a fixed flow category. However, the spectral sequence is expected to be an invariant of the
hypothetical Morse—Bott functional, ie independent of other choices (metrics, almost-complex structures,
abstract perturbations) in the construction of the flow category. To prove this claim, one needs to study
the underlying moduli problem and deploy some virtual techniques. We will touch on this aspect of
the theory briefly in Section 9. The spectral sequence is also expected to be independent of the specific
construction method. It is an interesting question to find applications of those invariants, particularly in
the quantitative aspects of symplectic geometry like symplectic embedding problems.
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The final page of the spectral sequence only recovers the associated graded of the cohomology with
respect to the induced filtration. We define

Ex :=1limli

m
— —
P q

EL,.

.@@

i=q
ie the direct sum at the negative end and the direct limit at the positive end of Eéo Following [55, Proof
of Lemma 3.10], we have the following exact sequence (note that we are using field coefficients):
0 — lim F, H(BC, dpc) — H(BC. dpc) — Eoo — lim ' F, H(BC, dpc) — 0.
p p
In some good cases, like F,BC = 0 for p > 0, E is (noncanonically) isomorphic to the Morse—Bott
cohomology. For example, the symplectic cohomology considered in [70] satisfies this condition, as the

symplectic action is bounded from above.

5 Orientations and local systems

The aim of this section is explaining how orientation conventions in Definitions 2.15, 3.18 and 3.29
arise in applications. In applications like Morse or Floer theories, coherent orientations usually use
extra structures from the moduli problem, namely the gluing theorem for the determinant line bundles
of Fredholm sections; see [31]. Similar properties and constructions exist in Floer theories of different
flavors beyond cohomology theory, eg [13; 34; 71]. In this section, we explain the structure which is
necessary for the existence of coherent orientations on flow categories and how they arise in applications.
Then we generalize the construction of the minimal Morse—Bott cochain complex to flow categories with
local systems, where critical manifolds C; can be nonorientable.

5.1 Orientations for flow categories

5.1.1 Orientations in the Morse case We first review how coherent orientations arise in the construction
of Hamiltonian Floer cohomology in the nondegenerate (Morse) case following [1]. We will not just orient
0- and 1-dimensional moduli spaces but all of them, and show that they satisfy Definition 2.15. Assume
a symplectic manifold (M, w) is symplectically aspherical, that is, |,y = 0. Let H;: S IxM —>R
be a Hamiltonian such that all contractible 1-periodic orbits of the Hamiltonian vector field Xy, are
nondegenerate. For simplicity, we assume that every moduli space of Floer cylinders is cut out transversely.
We note here that the orientation problem is independent from many other aspects of the theory, and in
particular, the transversality problem.?® In other words, we have a flow category {x;, M, i}, where x; is
a nondegenerate contractible periodic orbit and M; ; is the compactified moduli space of Floer cylinders
from x; to x;, where the symplectic action of x; is smaller than that of x; if and only if i < j.

msveme case, the discussion of the determinant line bundle below can be lifted to the underlying Banach

manifolds/polyfolds. However, when transversality holds, there is a canonical isomorphism depending on the section/perturbation
from the determinant bundle of the moduli space to 0; ; that it is compatible with gluing, ie (4) and (5).
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To orient M; ; in a coherent way such that Definition 2.15 holds, we recall the following extra structures
that can be associated to the moduli spaces M; ; in the Hamiltonian Floer cohomology:

(1) For every periodic orbit x;, we can assign an orientation line o; with a Z /2 grading. Such a line is
constructed from the determinant line of a perturbed 3 operator over C with one positive end at infinity
[1, (1.4.8)] and the grading is the index of the operator (modulo 2).

(2) For every point in M; _;, there is an orientation line with a Z /2 grading coming from the determinant
line bundle of the linearized Floer equation at that point. All these lines form a line bundle o0; ; over M; ;.
We refer readers to [80] for the topology on the determinant bundle.

(3) By the gluing theorem for linear Fredholm operators [1, Lemma 1.4.5], we have a grading-preserving
isomorphism over My y:

(5-1) pi,j:s¥0i ®o;; —t%0;).
Over M;,j x M C OM, j, there is a grading-preserving isomorphism
L% *
Pi,jk: 71 0i,j & T3 0jk = O

where 71 and 7, are the two projections. Note that p; j and p; ; x are compatible in the sense that there
is commutative diagram over M; ; X M ; up to multiplying by a positive number:

pi.j ®id 50,k
§%0; @ miojj @njoj ——— n{tY0; @ njoj ) = wysT0; @ nyo; ) ——— witTor =t"ox
lid@»pi,;‘,k l
Pi k
s%0; ® 0 k 1*og

(4) Let 5,~, ;j be the Floer operator cutting out M; ;. When transversality holds for every moduli space,
ker Dd;,; is a vector bundle over M; ;. Then kerDd;, ; contains an oriented trivial line subbundle R
induced by the R translation action, and

(5-2) kerDJ; j = TM; ; ®R.
Moreover, we have a grading-preserving isomorphism ¢; ;: 0; ; — detker Déi, je

(5) On M;, j X M x, we have an isomorphism kerDE_)l-,j &) kerDéj’k LA kerDZ_i,-,k and the following
diagram commutes (we suppress the pullbacks):

Pi,j.k
0i,j ®0jk 0i k

l‘ﬁi,j ®9¢;.k l‘ﬁi.k

- - d -
detkerDd;,; ® detkerDd ﬂ detker Do;

(6) LetR,, Rs and R; be the trivial subbundles in ker DE_),-, i ker Dd ; k and ker Dé,-’k, respectively. Then
by [1, Lemma 1.5.7],

(5-3) ¢({r,s)) =1t and ¢({(—r,s)) is pointing out along M; ; X M, C IM; x in (5-2).
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Proposition 5.1 If we fix an orientation for every o;, then (3) and (4) determine an orientation of M, ;
and [M;,j][M;x] = (=D 1M g M s 4

Proof Given orientations of o;, the isomorphism p; ; determines an orientation of o; j. Then by (4)
and ¢; ;, there is an induced orientation [M; ;]. We claim this orientation satisfies the claimed relation.
By (3), pi,jk preserves the orientations. Therefore ¢: kerDE_ii, j @ ker DE_)j,k — ker Dé,-,k preserves
the orientations. That is, [M; ;][R,][M ][Rs] = [M; k][R;]. Then by (6), we have [M; ;][M; ] =
(_l)mi’j_l—la[Mi,k]lMi,j XM f+ d

Orientations from Proposition 5.1 can be used to prove d? = 0 for Hamiltonian Floer cohomology in the
nondegenerate case. Moreover, orientations —[M; ;] fit into the orientation convention in Definition 2.15.

5.1.2 Orientations in the Morse-Bott case We should expect similar structures and properties in
Morse—Bott theories. We phrase the structures as a definition and explain how to get an oriented flow
category from there. Before stating the definition, we introduce some notation:

(1) Let E — M be a vector bundle. Then det E := A" E with Z /2 grading rank E (mod 2). We write
detC :=detTC.

(2) For Z/2 graded line bundles 07 and 03, unless stated otherwise the map 01 ® 02 — 02 ® 01 is
defined by

(5-4) V1 ® vy — (=1)11M192ly, @ v,
for vectors vy and v, in 01 and 03, respectively.

(3) Let A be the diagonal in C x C with normal bundle N. Unless stated otherwise, det A @ det N —
det C ® det C on A is the map induced by the isomorphism TA@® N — TC & TC. In particular, if we
orient N following Example 2.8, such a map preserves orientations.

Definition 5.2 An orientation structure on a flow category C = {C;, M;_;} consists of the following
structures:

(1) There are topological line bundles o; over C; with Z /2 gradings for every C;, and topological line
bundles o;,; over M; ; with Z /2 gradings for every M, ;.

(2) There is a grading-preserving bundle isomorphism over M; ;

(5-5) pi,j:s*0;i ®@s*detC; ® 0 j —t*0;,

and a grading-preserving bundle isomorphism over M; ; X; M C IM; i

(5-6) Pijk 1 0i,j @ (1 x5)" det TA; @ w50 1 —> 0i k| m; ;M 4 -
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The bundle isomorphisms are compatible in the sense that the following diagram over M; ;j X; M i is
commutative up to multiplying by a positive number:

s%0; @ s*detC; @ mio;; @ (t xs)* detA; @ myo 0PIk 5%0; ® s* detC; ® 0; i
lpi./’@id
(5-7) nys*o; @ mys*detC; @ myo ik Pi.k
l”fpj.k
1* oy t* oy

The diagram makes sense because over the fiber product M;, ; x; M x, we have n{t*0; = n3s*0; and
(txs)*detA; =n5s* detC;.

(3) There are vector bundles V; ; over M; ; with smooth bundle maps
Sij:Vij—>TCi and T;;:Vi; —TC;

covering s; ;: M; ; — C; and t; ;: M; ; — Cj, respectively. Moreover, there is an oriented trivial
subbundle R of V; ; such that S; ;(R) = T; ; (R) =0,

(5-8) Vij=TM; ; ®R,
Si,j

T™m; ; =dsij and T; j|7aq; ; = dt; ;. There is a grading-preserving isomorphism
(5-9) ¢i,js*detCi @0 ; @t* detC; — detV; ;.

(4) On M; j x; M; wehave V; j xrc; Vi = Vi, and the following diagram commutes, where the
last map is induced by the isomorphism V; ; @ V; x = (t xs)*N; @ V; k-

Pi.j.
(txs)* det N;®s™* det C; ®0;,; @(txs)* det A; ®o0 ;@™ det Cy RN (txs)* det N;®s™* det C; ®0;  ®t™* det Cy

s*detC;®o; ;@ (txs)" (det A ;®@det N;)®o;  ®t* det C

bi k
s*detC;®o;,;®t* det C; ®s™ det C; ®0 x @™ det Cy
6i.j®%; .k
detV; ;@detV; (txs)* det N;®@det V; i

(5) LetR;,, Ry and R; be the trivial subbundles in V; ;, V; x and V; ;, respectively. We have

(5-10) (r,s) =t and (—r,s) is pointing out along M; ; X; M, C M, k.

In applications, the topological line bundle o; is the determinant line bundle of a perturbed Floer equation
with exponential decay at the end over a domain with one positive end. For details on exponential decay,
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we refer readers to [12; 32]. The topological line bundle o; ; usually comes from the determinant bundle
of the Floer equation with exponential decay at both ends over a cylinder. The bundle isomorphism and
its compatible diagram come from a version of the linear gluing theorem for Fredholm operators [1; 31].
Vi, 1s the kernel of the linearized Floer operator defining M; ; and the trivial subbundle comes from
the R translation. The last condition (5) comes from a similar argument as in [1, Lemma 1.5.7]. The
bundle o;,; can be defined on the background Banach manifold or polyfolds [44, Chapter 6], however
Vi,j is defined only when transversality holds. Definition 5.2(3) states the relation between V; ;, 0; ; and
T Mi;,j, and (4) states the compatibility with the gluing map p; ; .

Remark 5.3 Similar to Definition 2.13, Definition 5.2 is a simplified version. In general, we should
associate each component of C; with a line bundle and each component of M;_; with a bundle isomorphism

satisfying similar compatibility conditions.

Remark 5.4 Definition 5.2 is modeled on the classical treatment of the Floer equation [12; 32]. That
is, we mod out the R translation after solving the Floer equation. Hence we expect that bundles V; ;
over M, ; contain a trivial oriented R direction. If we use the polyfold setup, then the Floer operator is
defined on polyfolds of cylinders with the R translation already quotiented out; see [26; 73]. One can
adjust Definition 5.2 to be consistent with such a point of view.

Proposition 5.5 Assume the flow category C has an orientation structure, all the line bundles o; are
oriented and all C; are oriented. Then C can be coherently oriented.

Proof By the map p; ; in (5-5), if the o; and C; are oriented, then there are induced orientations [0; ;]
on 0;,j. By (5-7), over the fiber product M, ; x; M; i we have

(5-11) pijk (1 [0i,;]1® (t X $)*[A;] @ 5[0 k]) = [0) k]

Using ¢;,; in Definition 5.2(4), we have an orientation [V; ;] on V; ;. Then by (5-11), the commutative
diagram in Definition 5.2(4) implies that the natural map V; ; @ Vj x — (¢ x 5)*N; x V; i induces

Vi 1@ Vik] = (=D M0 (1 x 5)*[N;] @ [V ]

on the prescribed orientations. By Definition 5.2(3), the orientation [V ;] induces an orientation [M; ;].
Hence on M;,; x; M C oM, g,

M TRAM ] Rs] = (=1 05D (15 5) [N 1M ][R ]
Then Definition 5.2(5) implies that
[Mi 1M, k] = (=DM (1 ) * [NFIOIM G k] s My -
Then the orientations —[M; ;] satisfy Definition 2.15.24 |

240One can certainly modify the definition of coherent orientations of a flow category (Definition 2.15) so that [M;, ;] gives a
coherent orientation. Then the signs in (3-15) do not factorize nicely.
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When the o; are not oriented or the C; are not oriented, Definition 5.2 gives all the structures we need to
work with the local system o0;. We discuss such generalization in Section 5.2.

5.1.3 Orientations for flow morphisms We explain how the orientation convention in Definition 3.18
arise in application.

Definition 5.6 Assume ) = {#{;,;} is a flow morphism from flow category C to D such that C and D
have orientation structures. A compatible orientation structure on $) is the following:

(1) There are Z/2 graded line bundles ol-Hj over H; j. Over H; ;j, we have a grading-preserving

isomorphism

(5-12) ,ol iE s*oC ® s* det C; ®0 > t*oD

(2) Over the fiber product ./\/l H;jx C 0H; k. we have a grading-preserving isomorphism
(5-13) /olCJP,Ic Ty 01 i ® (1% s)* det AC ® Jr;oij — olHk

Over the fiber product H; ; x; M ];)k C 0H, k, we have a grading-preserving isomorphism
(5-14) lejl,z y 01 L® (% s)* det AD ® rr;‘oJDk — olHk

(3) The bundle isomorphisms in (1) and (2) are compatible in the sense that over Mlc IR H;jk and
Hi,j x; M J.D > We have the commutative diagrams

id®pc 1{
s*oC ®s*detC; ® nyo ;i ® (t x 5)* det AC ® my0 ?k M s*oiC ® s* det C; ®0ib§C
Pt ®id
5-15
(5-15) ﬂiks*of-) Qnys*detD; ® ngofk ok
ik
Z*Ok Z*Ok
and
* D ld®pl /1‘ (o
CRs* detC; @ m{o ®(t><s) detA ®n20 k—)s o; ®s* detC,®0 k
o, ®id
5-16
( ) Hgs*of.)@n;s* detDj ®7T;O£k Pfk
PiK
t*ox t*or
respectively.
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(4) There is a grading-preserving isomorphism qﬁiHj ts*detC ® olHj ®t*detD; —detTH; ;.

(5) On ./\/llcj X; H;jk COH,; x we have Vlc; xrc; THjr =TH, k., and the following diagram commutes,
where the last row is induced by the isomorphism VZC] S TH; ) — (¢ x s)*NjC STH,;k:

p.C’.I-lI(
(txs)det Njc ®s*detC; ®0i6:j ®(txs)* det A_]C ®ofk®t* det Dy LN (txs)* dethC ®s*detC; ®ol{1k ®t* det D

s*detC; ®ofj ®(t x5)* (det A?@Nf)@o?k ®t* det Dy,

o7k
s* detC; ®of; ®1* detC; ®@s* det C; ®0 ', ®1* det Dy
o5 ;@b
det VS, ®det TH, 4 (1x5)* det N ®@det TH, x

On H; ; X, /\/ljDk C 0H, x, we have TH; ; XTp; Vﬂ( = T'H, k. and the following diagram commutes,
where the last row is induced by the isomorphism 7'H;, ; @& Vﬂc — (t xs)* N].D S TH;k:

H.D
Pi.j.
(txs) dethD(X)s* detCi®ofj R(txs)* detAf@ofk@)t* det Dy LN (txs)* dethD(X)s* detCi®0{1k®t* det Dy

s* detCi®0iI:1j®(txs)*(detA]D®NJD)®0J.Dk®l* det Dy,

Ok
s*detC; ®0£Ij ®t*detD;®s*detD; ®0€k®t* det Dy,
o @7
detTH;, ; ®det V}% (txs)*det NP @det TH, x

(6) LetRg and R; be the trivial lines in Vi | and VJ?{ respectively. Then s points in along ./\/llc XMk C
0H,; x and ¢ points out along H;,; X; Mfk C 0H; k-

In the example of Hamiltonian Floer cohomology for nondegenerate Hamiltonians, the bundle ol-Hj is the
H

i,j
is the determinant line bundle of the time-dependent Floer equation with exponential decay at both ends.

determinant line bundle of the time-dependent Floer equation [2, page 384]. In the Morse-Bott case, o

By the same argument as in Proposition 5.5, we have the following:

Proposition 5.7 Let C and D be two flow categories with orientation structures and §) be a flow morphism
C

1
D are oriented using Proposition 5.5. Then Definition 5.6(1) and (4) determine orientations on H;_; such

from C to D with a compatible orientation structure. Assume o ol.D , Ci and D; are oriented, and C and

that $) is an oriented flow morphism from C to D.
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Remark 5.8 A compatible orientation structure on a flow premorphism is Definition 5 6(1) and (4),
and hence we have enough structures to orient the spaces in a flow premorphism when 0 D ¢ and
D; are oriented. The composition § o §) of two composable flow morphisms § and $) w1th cornpatlble

orientation structures has a natural compatible orientation structure, where
F o H * D x F
|'Hljxj]-'jk 7y l]®(tl] ‘,k) detA ® M50 k-

5.1.4 Orientations for flow homotopies In applications, a flow homotopy from $) to § usually comes
from considering a time-dependent Floer equation with an extra [0, 1], parameter [2, page 414] such that
when z = 0 the equation defines the flow morphism §), and when z = 1 the equation defines the flow
morphism §. Hence we have the following definition:

Definition 5.9 Let $ and § be two flow premorphisms with orientation structures from C to D whose
orientation structures are compatible with those of C and D. A flow homotopy # between $) and § is
said to have a compatible orientation structure if:

(1) There are Z /2 graded line bundles 0 jover, ;. Over ); ; there is a grading-preserving isomorphism

(5-17) pzj:s 07 ®s* detC,®0 —>z*ojD

(2) Over the fiber product ./\/l ;%7 Vik CViges we have a grading-preserving isomorphism
(5-18) pci 7110 ® (@ xs)* detAC®n20 k—)OYk

Over the fiber product V; ; X; Mfk C 0); k, we have a grading-preserving isomorphism

(5-19) plY]Dk wro¥ ®(tx9)* detAD ®n;01Dk —>on

3) pl.Y It plcji and pleDk are compatible so that commutative diagrams similar to Definition 5.6(3) hold.

(4) OnH; ; C0Y;; wehave OZJ.|7.[I.J = ofj and piY,j|7'[i,j = pf’lj; similarly for F; ; C 0)}, ;.

(5) Ty, |Hi,j =
z pointing out along the boundary. And there is a Z/2-bundle isomorphism

qblj R, ®s* detC,®o ®t det D; — detTY; ;
suchthat¢ |Hu 1dRz®¢ and¢ |;U id&®¢fj.

(6) On ./\/l I, Yk C0Y; x we have VC xrc; TYjr =T, and the following diagram (we suppress
the pullback notation) commutes, where the last row is induced by the isomorphism VC STV r—
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(t x s)*NjC STk

C.Y
Pi ik
R; ®det NE @ detC; @ of ; @ det AG ®0JY.k®detDk —”‘>Kz®dethC ®detC; ® 0}, ®det Dy

R, ® det C; ®ol.cj ®detAJC ®N].C ®o§k ® det Dy

9k
detC; ®of ; ®det C; @ R; @ det C; @ 0¥, @ det Dy
¢ ®]
det VG ®det TV 1 (1 x5)*det NC @det TV &

On Y j x; MJ.Dk C Y k we have TY; ; XTD; Vﬁc = TY; k, and the following diagram commutes,
where the last row is induced by the isomorphism 7'); ; & Vﬁc — (txs)* N].D @®TY; i twisted by (—l)dj

(because of the extra R,):
Y.D

Pij.
R; ®det NP ®det C; ® o) ; @ det AP ® 0, ® det Dy, 2% det NP @ det C; ® 07, ® det Dy

R, ®detC; ®o] , @ det AP @ NP ®oj?k®detDk
¢i),,k
detC; ® o) ; ®det D; ®R; ®det D; ® 07 ® det Dy

L

(=1

detTY; ; ® det ka det NP ®det TV, &

(7) Let Ry and R; be the trivial lines in VZC] and ngc, respectively. Then s points in along MZC XYk C
0Y; k and ¢ points out along Y ; X MjD,k CdVik.
If we can fix orientations of o€, 0?2, C; and D;, then (1), (4) and (5) imply that the induced orientations
of Vi j, H;,j and F; ; satisfy

8[yl',j|'}-ll‘!j] :_[Hl,]] and 8[3)1,]|}-”] = [J_-.l,]]

In general, we have the analog of Proposition 5.5 and 5.7:

Proposition 5.10 Let # be a flow homotopy between two flow premorphisms ) and § from C to D.
Assume everything is equipped with compatible orientation structures, and ol.c , oiD , C; and D; are oriented.
If C, D, $) and § are oriented by Propositions 5.5 and 5.7, then ); ; can be oriented by Definition 5.9(1)
and (5) so that % is an oriented flow homotopy between $) and §.
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5.2 Local systems

From the discussion in Section 5.1, to orient a flow category, a flow morphism or a flow homotopy with
orientation structures, we need to orient o; and C;. However, in the Morse—Bott case, it is possible that
C; is not orientable or o0; is not orientable. Hence we need to upgrade the minimal Morse—Bott cochain
complex to a version with local systems. In fact, Definitions 5.2, 5.6 and 5.9 already provide all the
structures needed to define a cochain complex without any orientable assumptions; the generator will
be the cohomology of C; twisted by o;. In the case of finite-dimensional Morse—Bott theory, let C be a
critical manifold with stable bundle S. Then in view of the Thom isomorphism, the contribution from a
critical manifold C to the total cohomology should be the cohomology with local system H*(C, det S).
In the abstract setting, if a flow category has an orientation structure, then the line bundle o; plays the
role of det S..

We will introduce a more compact definition, just like Definition 2.15. First we introduce some notation.
Let C = {C;, M;,;} be a flow category. Over M; ; x; M C dM,; ., we have an induced isomorphism
TM;;®TM;; — (t xs)*N; @ TOM, j. If we use the identification t*T'C; — (t x 5)* N; given by
v = (—v,v), we have an isomorphism T M; ; ® TM;; — t*C; @ T dM,; . Therefore we have an
isomorphism over M; j Xj M :

det M; j @ det M — t* det C; @ det 0 M.

Using the isomorphism Roy @ 70M; = T M, i, there is a natural isomorphism det dM; x — det M;
preserving compatible orientations. Hence we have an isomorphism of degree 1

det M, ; ® det M ; — t* det C; ® det M,
which induces an isomorphism
(5-20) fridet M; ; @ ¥ det” C; @ det M j — det M 1,

where det* C; = (detC;)*. Here f is induced by the natural isomorphism ¢* det C; ® t* det* C; =R
and the order-switch convention (5-4).

Definition 5.11 LetC ={C;, M, ;} be a flow category. Then a local system on C consists of the following:
(1) There is a line bundle o; on each C;.
(2) Over the M; ;, there is a bundle isomorphism

pi,j:s¥0; @det M; ; @ t* det* C; — t*0;
such that the following diagram over M; ; X; M C dM; ; commutes, where f is defined in (5-20):
§*0; ® det M; j @ t* det* Cj @ det M e ® t* det* Cip —2» s%0,; @ det M ;e ® 1* det* Cpp 2% 1%0y,

| |
(0™ k

s*0; @ det M; j @ 1* det™ Cy 1*oy
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Proposition 5.12 If C has an orientation structure, then o; is a local system on C.

Proof Since C has an orientation structure, ie we have isomorphisms pf ;i 5%0; ®s* detC; ®o;,; —t*0;,
Vij=TM;,; ®R and ¢; ;: s*0; ® 0;,; ® t*0o; — detV; ;, using the natural orientation on R and
isomorphisms ¢;,; and pfj we get an isomorphism p; ; : s*0; @ det M; ; ® t* det* C; — t*0;. Similarly
to Proposition 5.5, Definition 5.2(4) and (5) imply the commutative diagram in Definition 5.11. O

Similarly, we have the following definitions of local systems on flow morphism and flow homotopies:

Definition 5.13 Let ) = {#; ;} be a flow morphism from the flow category C to the flow category D.
Both C and D are equipped with local systems. We say $) has a compatible local system if, on each H; ;,
we have an isomorphism

H . x C L * * v *x D
piljisTo; @detH; ; ®t” det” Cj —170;

such that the two following diagrams over MIC X Hjx COH;x and H; ; x; M]I.? © C 0H, ., respectively,
commute, where the map f in the first columns of both diagrams is defined in a similar way to (5-20):

o€

H
A’ . p!k
s*o€ ®det./\/ll-cj Qt*det” C; @ detH j ®t* det™ Dy RN s*ojc ®detH;j ®t* det™ Dy 5 t*o,?

(_1);ng_j+1 “

Pik
s*ol-c QHix ®t* det” Dy t*o,?

H

D
pA’A p‘,k
s*of @detH;, j ®1* det* D; ®det MP, @1* det* Dy — s*0P @ det MP @1* det* Dy —= 1*0P

1Ykt

s*of@?—l,-,k ®¢t* det* Dy t*o,?

Definition 5.14 A compatible local system on a flow premorphism $ from C to D consists of bundle
isomorphisms ,ol-Hj :5*0€ ®detH;,j ®t* det* D; — t*ojl.) on every H; ;.

Definition 5.15 Let ¢ be a flow morphism between flow premorphisms $ and § from the flow category C
to the flow category D. Assume C, D, $) and § are equipped with compatible local systems. We say % has a
compatible local system if on each Y ; we have an isomorphism p} j :s*0€ ®det Vi, ®t* det* Dj — t*oiD
such that:

(1) Under the identification det Y ; |;,.J. = det F;,; induced by Rou ® T Fi,j = T}, ; |]:i.j , we have
PiY 7= P,F j- Under the identification det 3 j|3; ; = det#{;,; induced by Rin & TH; j =TV,
we have p,-lfj I, = lej

Hi,j»
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(2) The following two diagrams over /\/llc IR Vik C ayi,k and ) j x; Mfk C 8y,~’k, respectively,
commute, where the map f in the first columns of both diagrams is defined in a similar way to (5-20):

C Y
b j Pj k
s*0f ®det ME; ®1* det™ C; ®det Y ® 1* det™ Dy —= s*0¢ @det Yy ® 1* det™ Dy —= t*op

| l
(=D ’Ol}fk

s*ol-c®y,-’k ®t* det* Dy, t*o,?

Y D
pA, . p,k
s*0€ ®@det);,; ®t* det* D; ®det/\/ljDk Q1* det* Dy —2 s*ojl.) ®det./\/ljl.)k Q1* det* Dy —5 t*ollg

| |
)Ykt r

s*oic®y,-,k®t*det* Dy Z*OI?

The propositions below follow from arguments similar to the proof of Proposition 5.12.

Proposition 5.16 Let C and D be two flow categories with orientation structures. Assume $) is a flow mor-
phism with compatible orientation structures. If C and D are given local systems using Proposition 5.12,
then $ has a compatible local system. If $) is only a flow premorphism from C to D with compatible
orientation structure, then $) can be given a compatible local system.

Proposition 5.17 Let C and D be two flow categories with orientation structures, and ) and § two flow
premorphism with compatible orientation structures. Assume % is a flow morphism with compatible
orientation structures. If C and D are given local systems using Proposition 5.12 and $) and § are given
local systems using Proposition 5.16, then % has a compatible local system.

5.2.1 De Rham theory with local systems To generalize the construction of the minimal Morse—Bott
cochain complex to flow categories with local systems, we first recall the de Rham theory with local
systems [11, Section 7]. Let M be manifold and o a local system over M. The de Rham complex
Q*(M, 0) with local system o is defined as sections of A\T*M ®z, 0. The usual exterior differential
lifts to a differential on Q*(M, o), which is still denoted by d. The associated cohomology is denoted by
H*(M,o0). The wedge product defines a bilinear map

Q*(M,0)x Q*(M,0") = Q*(M,0o®0),

which induces a map on cohomology. Using local systems, the integration is well defined for forms in
Q*(M, det M) without assuming M is oriented. Moreover, we have the form of Stokes’s theorem

/da:/ i*a,
M M
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where i: Q*(M,det M) — Q*(dM,detdM) is defined by the restriction map and the isomorphism
det M |gpr — det dM induced by the isomorphism Ry @ TOM = TM.

Let C be a closed manifold with a local system o. Since there is a canonical isomorphism from 0* ® o to
the trivial line bundle, we have a paring

(5-21) H*(C,0")x H*(C,o®detC) —> R
by integrating over C. It is a nondegenerate pairing just like the usual case.

5.2.2 The minimal Morse-Bott cochain complex for flow categories with local systems Let C =
{Ci, M, j} be a flow category with a local system. Define o} X (0; ®det C;) to be w0 ® 75 (0; ®det C;).
Since 7 det C; is canonically isomorphic to detA; and (o] R o0;)|a; = 0] ® 0; = R, when w €
Q*(Ci xCj, 07X (0; ®det C;)) is restricted to the diagonal A;, we have w|a; € 2*(A;, det A;). Therefore
/ A® is well defined. In particular, | A; descends to a well-defined map on H™*(C; xC;, 07 K(0; ®det C;)).
Since the pairing in (5-21) is nondegenerate, |, A is represented by a class in

H*(C; xCj, (0; ®detC;) Ko;) = H*(Ci,0; @ det C;) @ H*(C;, 0).

If we choose representatives {60; ,} C Q*(Ci,0; ® detC;) of a basis of H*(C;,0; ® detC;) and
representatives {Gi":a} C Q*(C;i,0]) of the dual basis in H*(C;,07) in the sense that (9;’:(1, 0 p) =
(—1)dim Ci-16; 5| Jcb7u A Oip = Sap, then 3°, w1 0;,a A 750", represents fAl- by the same proof as in
Proposition 3.2. On the other hand, there is a natural isomorphism nf‘ detC; ® n; det C; ~det A; ®det N;
over the diagonal A;, induced by the isomorphism 7C; &7 C; = TA; @ N;. Using the natural identification
n; det C; — det A;, there is an induced isomorphism nf‘ det C; — Nj;. A similar isomorphism was already
used in the definition of (5-20). Using this isomorphism, if a form in Q*(C; x C;, (0; ® det C;) X ol’.“) is
supported in the tubular neighborhood of A;, then it can be viewed as a form in Q*(N;, det N;). Using
the twisted Thom isomorphism in [72], we get another representative of | A by the Thom classes §7'. As

a consequence, we find primitives /" € Q*(C; x C;, (0; ® det C;) K o}) such that
dfff =87 = 7ibian307,.
a

with a relation similar to (3-7). Similarly to Definition 3.3, such choices are referred to as defining data.

Given defining data on a flow category with a local system, we define the minimal Morse—Bott chain
complex to be

o0 o0
(5-22) BC(C):= lim [[H*(Cj.on)= lim []H*(C).0))
470 j=¢ 470 j=¢4

(since 0; >~ o;k, but not canonically). Next, we explain how (3-15) for dj, in the construction of the minimal
Morse—Bott cochain complex still makes sense in the setting of local systems. Let o« € 2*(Cy, 03) and
Y € Q*(Cytk, 0y4k ®det Cyyg). Then s*a At*y € Q¥ (My y1k, 505 @ t* 0y 4k @1 det Cyyg). By
Definition 5.11, we have an isomorphism

Ptk s 0y ®@det My 1 ®1% det™ Cy i — 170y 44,
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which induces an isomorphism
(5-23) det My yyk —> 5705 @1 0y 4 Q1% det Cpy.

Let ¥y y4+ denote the inverse of (5-23) with an extra negative sign. The extra negative sign is to
match the negative sign in the proof of Proposition 5.5. Using ¥, ,, ¢, we can view s*a At*y as in
Q*(My,y+k.det My, &), and hence the integration va‘erks*oz At*y is well defined.

Next, we consider M?’k [, fl;» v]. Then s*a A (t x )™ f!; At™y is a form in

QF (My,pti X Mygi vtk 5705 ® (t X5)* ((0p+i @ det Cyti) Koy ;) @ 1™ (0y 4k ®det Cyip)).
Since
5%05 ® (t X 5)* ((0p4i ®detCyy) Koy ;) @ 1% (0y 4k ®det Cyyi)
= (5705 @1 (0p+i ®detCyy)) R (s¥05,; ® 1™ (0y41 ® det Cyyi)),
using Yy y+; and ¥y 4; 4k, We get a bundle isomorphism
570, ® (1 X 5)* ((0v+i @ det Cyyi) Koy, ;) ® 1™ (0y 4k ® det Cyyyi) — det My yy; Bdet My ik
— det(My,p+i X Myt v+k)-

Thus /\/lll.”k[a, o> v]is defined. Similarly, M:’lk i Lo, v”+l.1 ey fv”+ir, y] makes sense in the local

system setting. Thus the differential dgc = [ [ di is well defined and dB?C = 0 by the same proof as in
Theorem 3.10.

Theorem 5.18 Let C be a flow category with a local system. Then (BC(C), dgc) is cochain complex for
any defining data and the cohomology is independent of defining data.

Similarly, we have analogs of Theorems 3.21, 3.28, 3.30, 3.33 and 3.36 in the setting of local systems by
the same argument.

6 Generalizations

In this section, we give two generalizations of the minimal Morse—Bott cochain complex. The first is
dropping the compactness assumption on the C; in flow categories. The second extracts abstract properties
used in the construction of the minimal Morse—Bott cochain complex and provides more flexibility in
choosing the “homological perturbation” data. Such generalization leads to Gysin exact sequences for
flow categories.

6.1 Proper flow categories

We first generalize to the case that C; is not compact. However, we cannot work with every noncompact
manifold. Hence we introduce the following:

Algebraic € Geometric Topology, Volume 24 (2024)



1384 Zhengyi Zhou

Definition 6.1 A manifold C is called of finite type if and only if C is the interior of a compact manifold
M with boundary.

In particular, any closed manifold is of finite type. An infinite-genus surface is not of finite type. For any
manifold C of finite type, H*(C) is a finite-dimensional vector space.

Definition 6.2 A proper flow category is defined similarly to Definition 2.9, except for the following
two differences:
(1) C; is a manifold such that each connected component of C; is of finite type.

(2) M, ; is not assumed to be compact. However, the target map #; ;: M; ; — C; is proper.

To explain the generalization of the minimal Morse—Bott cochain complex to proper flow categories, we
first explain the counterpart of the perturbation data. Although the following discussion does not require
a coherent orientation as explained in Section 5, we assume {C;, M, ;} is equipped with a coherent
orientation for simplicity. In particular, C; is oriented. Let C be an oriented manifold of finite type and
Q7 (C) denote the space of compactly supported differential forms on C. Then we have a bilinear form

Q*(C)x QF(C) >R givenby (o, B) > (a, B) := (=1)4imC 1Al / aApB,
C
and Lefschetz duality asserts that the bilinear form is nondegenerate on cohomology.

Definition 6.3 Let C be an oriented manifold of finite type. We define Q27 .(C x C) to be
{a € Q:’,(C x C) | supp(a) C K x C for some compact set K }.
Similarly, we define Q.(C x C) to be

{a € Q_’jc (C xC) | supp(er) C C x K for some compact set K}.

Q7 (CxC)and Q¥ (C x C) are both cochain complexes using the usual exterior differential. Moreover,
H(CxC):=H*(Q; (CxC),d)=H(C)® H*(C) and H',(C xC) := H*(Q¥.(C xC),d) =
H*(C)® H}(C), where H}(C) is the cohomology of compactly supported differential forms. The
following proposition is an analog of the Lefschetz duality with a similar proof to [11, Theorem 12.15]:

Proposition 6.4 The bilinear form Q7 .(C x C) x Q¥ (C x C) — R defined by (a, B) — Jexc@ A B
descends to cohomology. The induced bilinear form on cohomology is nondegenerate.

To explain the perturbation data for proper flow categories, we need to interpret the diagonal A C C x C
as a cohomology class and represent the cohomology class two different ways: Thom classes which
approximate the Dirac current of the diagonal, and a trace term. Let & € Q. (C x C). Then supp(a) N A
is compact, and hence [,« is well defined. Moreover, for « € ch (C x C) we have [,da = 0 by
Stokes’ theorem. Therefore A determines a linear function [A] on H*.(C x C). In particular, [A] can
be represented by a cohomology class in H, : .(C x C) by Proposition 6.4. Since C is of finite type, both
H*(C) and H;(C) are finite-dimensional. Let {0, € 27 (C)}1 <4 <aim #* () be representatives of a basis
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Figure 3: The graph of A" near the boundary.

of H¥(C)in Q7 (C), and {0} € Q*(C)}1<a<dim H*(C) be representatives of a basis of H*(C) in Q*(C),
such that (0, 6p) = 8,45. The following proposition is proven by the same argument as in Proposition 3.2:

Proposition 6.5 Y 7{0, A750, € Q2 (C xC) represents [A], ie for any closed form a € Q*.(C xC),

oA 770 /\n*@*) =/a.
/CXC (; P 2a A

The Dirac current § of the diagonal A and any of its approximations given in (3-4) are not in Q;‘,,(C xC).
To overcome this problem, we need to perturb A to A” so that A” C K x C for a compact set K and A"
approximates A in a suitable sense. In order to do this, we write C as M U (0, 1) x dM for a manifold M
with boundary dM . We fix a smooth nondecreasing function f: R — R such that f(x) =0 for x <0
and f(x) < x for x > 0. Then we define A" C C x C to be

A" = AM U A(O,l—l/n)XaM U An,

where

[1—1,1)xaMx[1—1,1)xaM3A" ::{(1—l+f(r),x,1—l+r,x) re [0,1),xeaM}.
n n n n n
Proposition 6.6 [, defines the same map on H,(C x C) forall n € N and equals [ .

Proof The claim follows from the fact that any class in H}(C) has a representative supported in
MCC=MU(@Q0,1)xdM and A, N(C xM)=AN(C x M) for all n. |

The Thom class of A" constructed from (3-4) gives a form §"” € Q; (C x C) —in a sufficiently small
tubular neighborhood of A” —representing the map [ N / A through the nondegenerate bilinear
form in Proposition 6.4. As a consequence of Propositions 6.4 and 6.5, §" and ), 7{0, A 750, are
cohomologous in 7 .(C x C), ie we can find primitives f” such that

df"=68"=> mibs A30.
a

The following proposition shows that we can choose §” and f” carefully so that the relation (3-7) holds
asymptotically. Such a result is crucial for setting up the convergence results and follows directly from
the construction.
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Proposition 6.7 Fix a tubular neighborhood of A C C x C. Then there exist Thom classes 6" of A"
and primitives f" such that f" — f™ = (pp — pm)¥ on C x (M U (0,1 —2/min(n, m)) x IM).

Following the same idea as in Definition 3.3, the bases {0; 4} and {6}, along with Thom classes 87 and
primitives f;* in Proposition 6.7 for each C;, give defining data for a proper flow category. Next, we

show the analog of Lemmas 3.7 and 3.14 hold for proper flow categories:

Lemma 6.8 Let C be an oriented proper flow category. Given defining data as above, then for every
o € Q*(Cy),y € Q:(Cyyi):

(1) Timy 0 M}

..... il foti, v] € R exists.
(2) For* = (|et| +my,p+i,)Co+iys

n.
El U+l1"”’

. v,k n n n
nlll’SoMn,...,ir[“’ vtip o Sudipe vt V]
. k n n
= (=1)* lim M" . o . Ly
( ) n—0o0 ils""il)*lail)sip“r] ssss lr[ Vvt Putie V]

Proof Since the target map ¢ is proper,
l‘*y c Q:(Mv-f-ir,v-i-k) and (Z X S)* un+ij € Q:,~(Mv+ij_1,v+ij X Mv+ij,v+ij+1)’

n * £n * * v,k v,k n n
ooty A A(EXS)* fl ATy €98 (Mil,...,ir)' Hence M [o, oty Soiyo v]

makes sense. For the convergence, take M;j’k (o, ,v] as an example. Let K denote the subset

SO s*aA(tXs)*
n
v+i

sv_,_,-,v+k(tvjli’v+k(supp(y))) of Cy+;. Then we only need f ; for its value on Cy+; x K to determine
/\/l:.”k[cx, o> V1. By the properness, K is compact. We write Cy+; = M U (0, 1) x M . Therefore, for
n big enough, K C M U (0,1—2/n) x dM. Hence for n and m big enough, the difference f",; — f};
on Cy4; X K is prescribed in Proposition 6.7. Therefore the argument in the proof of Lemma 3.7 can
be applied to prove the convergence. Similarly, limy,— co M;)ff..,ir [o, vn+i1’ coos Joui, s v] exists. The

second claim follows from a similar argument and the proof of Lemma 3.14. |

Similarly to Definition 6.2, we have proper flow morphisms, proper flow premorphisms and proper flow
homotopies if we require the target maps to be proper. With Lemma 6.8, all results in Section 3 can be
generalized to proper flow categories with the same proof.

6.2 Flexible defining data

The following discussion works for proper flow categories with orientation structures. However, for
simplicity of notation, we only work with oriented flow categories. Let C be an oriented flow category. From
the discussion in Section 3, the essential property we need for the construction is the following relation:

(6-1) §'=df+ ) wi0ia n30S,.
a

In fact, it is not necessary to construct our cochain complex from the cohomology of the critical manifolds.
We only need to find differential forms {6; 4} and {6} such that (6-1) holds and they are dual bases
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in the sense that (9;’: 2> 0i.p)i = 84p. Such generalization provides some flexibility in applications. For

example, one can use the generalized construction to prove Gysin exact sequences for sphere bundles
over flow categories.
Definition 6.9 For an oriented closed manifold C, a reduction of Q*(C) is a pair (A4, A*) such that:
(1) A and A* are finite-dimensional subspaces of Q*(C) with dim A = dim A*.
(2) There exists a basis {6} of A and a basis {6} of A* such that (6}, 6p) = 8p.

(3) Y47y 0a A750 is cohomologous to the Thom class 8”.

Example 6.10 In the construction of the minimal Morse—Bott cochain complex on an oriented flow
category, we use that the reduction 4 = A* equals the image of chosen quasiembedding H*(C) — Q*(C).

Using Definition 6.9, we can generalize defining data to the following: a reduction (4;, A}) for C;, a
family of Thom classes &7 converging to the Dirac current of the diagonal A;, and primitives fn‘ such
that (6-1) and (3-7) hold. We will call this generalization defining data with reductions.

Let C be an oriented flow category. Given defining data with reductions A, we define
(6-2) BC(C.A4):= lim []A4;.

The differential is defined as d4 = [[7= da4.i» where

(6-3)  dgon = (—1)llcotDe Z(/

with d the normal exterior differential and « € A}. Fork > 1 and y € A4,

) k
(6-4) (dg 1, V)ysr = lim > (=D MPE o [l Sl )

n—o00
r>0

0=ip<ij<-<ir<k

do A ev,a)e;;a = (=Dt Nda, 6y,4)07 .
a

v

where x = er'zo 1(C,a,ij).

Remark 6.11 We can view (6-3) as the composition of d with the projection (3-3) twisted by a sign.
The extra sign could be eliminated by using a suitable change of coordinates on A} (ie conjugate by an
automorphism of A}). Then the sign in (6-4) would be modified accordingly. The upshot is that there
is no canonical orientation and sign convention, but different conventions typically differ by a “change
of coordinates”.

One important feature of our construction is that the choices we make on the critical manifolds C;
(reductions, Thom classes and primitives f;") are independent of the structures of the flow categories,
flow morphisms or flow homotopies.

Example 6.12 Now we can (heuristically) rephrase the perturbation data for the cascades construction
as a reduction. Let C = {C;, M; ;} be an oriented flow category. We neglect the difference between
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differential forms and currents, as well as orientations and signs for now. For a Morse—Smale pair ( f;, g;)
on a critical manifold C;, let A; := {[Sx]}xecrit(f;) and AT := {[Ux]}xecrit( £;)- Then, by [39],

(A= > [S:llUx] =d Jlim [Ugraphqsi/],

x €Crit(f;) t'<t
and [Uy] is the dual of [Sx]. Thus {4;, A7} is a reduction.?®

One should be able to modify our construction to make the argument above rigorous. In particular, we need
an extension of the space of differential forms to include [Sx] and [Uy] as well as the homotopy operator.
However, such an extension will depend on M; ;, which explains various transversality requirements of
the gradient flows of f; with M; ; in the cascades construction.

In general, a reduction for manifolds of finite type with local systems is defined as follows:

Definition 6.13 For a manifold C of finite type with a local system o, a reduction is a pair (4, A*) such that:

(1) A and A* are finite-dimensional subspaces of Q% (C, o0 ®det C) and Q*(C, 0*), respectively, such
that dim A = dim A™.

(2) There exists a basis {6} of A and a basis {6} of A* such that (6}, 6p) = 8p.
(3) >4 i ba A3 0] represents the same map as [, on H*(C,0*) ® HX(C,o ®detC).

Constructions in Section 3 combined with results in Sections 5.2 and 6.1 yield the following results by
identical proofs:

Theorem 6.14 (1) LetC be a proper flow category with local systems and let A be defining data with
reductions. Then (6-2), (6-3) and (6-4) define a cochain complex (BC(C, A), d4), and the homotopy
type of (BC(C, A), d4) is independent of the defining data.

(2) Let D be another proper flow category with local systems, B defining data with reductions for D
and $) a proper flow morphism from C to D with compatible local systems. Then (3-34) defines
a cochain morphism qﬁﬁB : (BC(C, A),d4) — (BC(C, B), dp) and the homotopy type of ¢/11{B is
independent of the defining data.

(3) Let £ be another proper flow category with local systems, C defining data with reductions for £
and § a proper flow morphism from D to £ with compatible local systems. Assume §) and § are

composable. Then ¢f °CH and ¢£ c©° ¢f p are homotopic.

(4) Let $ and § be two proper flow premorphisms from C to D with compatible local systems. Assume
there exists a proper flow homotopy % from $) to § with compatible local systems. Then q’)f B is
homotopic to ¢£ B

25The “homotopy operator” f;" in our construction might be different from the “homotopy operator” [Uo <t <00 graph ¢§] in

the cascades construction. However, the homotopy operator in our construction is irrelevant as long as the convergence results in
Section 3 hold.
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Remark 6.15 When C is a single manifold C, let (A4, A*) be a reduction. Then the independence result
in Theorem 6.14 shows that the cohomology of (A*, d4,0) is H*(C, 0*). In particular, dim A = dim 4* >
dim H*(C, 0%).

We end this subsection with a general way of constructing a reduction (but not all reductions arise in
this way).

Proposition 6.16 Let C be a manifold of finite type with a local system o, and assume A and A* are
finite-dimensional subspaces of Q}(C, o ® det C) and Q*(C, 0*), respectively. If d is closed on both A
and A*, the pairing A*® A — R given by (a, B) — (=1)m €8I [ .o A B is nondegenerate, and both A
Q*(C,o0®detC) and A* — Q*(C, 0*) induce surjections on cohomology, then (A, A*) is a reduction.

Proof Let {0,} be a basis of A, and {6} the dual basis under the pairing. It remains to verify
Definition 6.13(3). We first claim that 7 := ), w16, A 750 is closed. By our assumption that A and
A* are closed under d, we have dT € nf A Ay A* C Q7 (C x C, (0 ® detC) K 0*). Moreover, the
pairing on (77 A A A*) ® (] A* A5 A) from integration is nondegenerate by the nondegeneracy of
the paring on A* ® A. Therefore to show dT" = 0, it is sufficient to prove that for any 6, € A* and 6, € 4,

* )% * _
/cXch/\”l 0% A3y = 0.
Hence

/Cxch/\nfe;/\n;Gq =/CXC(ZJTidea/\7[;9;—i—(—l)'e“'nf@a/\n;dﬁj)Anf@lf/\nfeq
a

=(-1)'92‘|'|95|+dimc'|9q|/Cdqu9;+/Cd9;A9q.

Since the only case where the above integration is nonzero is when |04| + |6, = dim C — 1, the above
integration is de(QI’; A bg) = 0. As a consequence, 7T is closed. Since A — Q*(C,0 ® detC) and
A* — Q*(C, 0*) induce surjections on cohomology, every class H*(C,0*) ® H}(C,o0 @ det C) can be
represented by an element in 77} A A w5 A. Then by the same argument as in Proposition 3.2, T' represents
the diagonal. Hence (A4, A*) is a reduction. |

6.2.1 Gysin sequences Let C be a manifold and 7: E — C an oriented sphere bundle over C with
fiber S¥. Then we have an exact sequence [11, Section 14]

o> H*(C) I H*(E) 25> H*5(C) 2% H*1(C) - -,

where e is the Euler class of E. In this section, we generalize it to the setting of flow categories. This
construction plays an important role in proving the uniqueness of the cohomology ring of exact symplectic
fillings of a flexibly fillable contact manifold in [79].

Definition 6.17 Let C be an oriented flow category. A k—sphere bundle over C is a functor 7: £ — C

such that 7 maps E; to C; and /\/llEj to M€, both 7: E; — C;and 7: ./\/llEj — /\/ll-cj are k—sphere

i,j’
E

bundles, and siE f and ¢ ; are bundle maps covering s; ; and #; ;. A k—sphere bundle 7 : £ — C is said to
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be oriented if and only if 7: E; — C; are oriented sphere bundles, and there is an orientation on each
bundle 7 : MZE (e Mlc j with both bundle maps sl.E j and tl.Ej preserving the orientation.

Proposition 6.18 Let 7: £ — C be an oriented k—sphere bundle. Then & is oriented using the convention
[Ei] = [CAIS*L IME] = (~DFIME1S9).
Proof This is proven in Definition/Proposition 7.2. a

Theorem 6.19 Let 7w : & — C be an oriented k—sphere bundle. There exist low morphisms I1*: C = £
and I1x: £ = C and defining data ® and E for C and &, respectively (where ® is minimal but E is
defining data with reductions), such that we have a short exact sequence

¢H* ¢H*
0 — BC(C,0) — BC(&, B) — BC(C,®) — 0.
Assume C has a grading structure (Definition 2.13). Then we have a long exact sequence
(6-5) > H¥(C) ES H*(6) 25 H* 5 (0) > H* () - ---.

Otherwise, we have an exact triangle (without grading).

Before giving the proof, we first explain the defining data ® and E. The defining data for C is any
minimal defining data ©. For the defining data of £, we fix an angular form y; € Q¥ (E;) such that
dy; = —m*e;, where ¢; is the Euler class (viewed in Qk+1 (Cy)) of the sphere bundle E; — C;. When
k is even, the cohomology class [e;] is zero. Hence when k is even, we can choose i such that
ei =0 e QkH1(C;). Assume {0; o} 1s the chosen basis in the minimal defining data ®, with {0;: ) the
dual basis. Then for each 6; , there exists a unique n € (6; 4) = (Qi’fa) such that [(—1)'91'*.14 I+1 Gi":a neil=1[n]
in cohomology. In other words, we can find 71; 4, such that (_1)|0,~“fa|+19;:a ANei —dni g € (0 4). If we
write m = dim H*(C;), then we define

X . __ * * * Nk * * Nk *
A=A =(n"0i1,....m 0, 91',1/\%—77 Nidseoos T Qi’m/\lﬂl'—ﬂ' Nim)-

The above construction ensures that d is closed on A; = A}. Since fEi T*0;i g N (n*@i":b AV =75 p) =
fCi Bi.a A Gi’fb, for any nonzero vector v in A = A, there is a vector u € A = A* with (v,u) # 0. In
particular, the pairing is nondegenerate on A ® A*. That A — Q*(E;) induces a surjection on cohomology
follows from the Gysin sequence associated to the sphere bundle E; — C;. Therefore by Proposition 6.16,
(A;, A;.k) is a reduction for E;. Moreover, we can choose 17; 4, such that the following holds:

Lemma 6.20 We write 7*0" AV — ™1 q as & q. Then there exist {n; o} from the construction above
such that (7*6; 4,&; )i #0ifand only if a = b and (§; 4.&; p); = O for any a and b.

Proof We have some freedom in the choice of 7; 4, since we can modify it by an element in (6; 4). The
first claim is obvious by integrating the S k fiber first. The only nontrivial part is proving (§; 4., & 5)i =0
for any a and b. We will proceed by induction. Assume fora,b < N <dim H*(C;) that (§; 4.&; )i =0.
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Then we can find & y 41 such that (§ 4. & y+1)i =0 for any a < N + 1. We first take any §,-,N+1 in
the form 7*6*; 1 AVi— 7*1Ni N+1 € A from the construction above. Then we define

N
ENtr=ENr1— ) (Eia EiNt1)iT bia.

a=1
It is straightforward to check that (§; 4.&; y+1); = 0 for any a < N. Now note that, by degree reasons,
if (¢ N+1.& N+1)i 70 we must have |§; y4+1| = %dim E;. In this case,

(EN+1,E 1) = (D) @mE/DHL 1)/0 Ni,N+1 AN 41

However, no matter what the parity of %dim E; is, we can add a multiple of 7*6; y41 to & n+1 tO
make sure that (§; y+1,& ~+1)i = 0. Note that this modification does not affect the property that
(€ia.EiN+1)i =0forany a < N, as (§,4. w*6; N+1)i =0 for a < N. The above argument also proves
the induction foundation when N = 1. Hence the claim follows. O

In order to obtain the proof of Theorem 6.19, we need to use the following approximations of Dirac
currents of diagonals and primitives f” on the sphere bundle E; — C;:

Proposition 6.21 Let w: E — C be an oriented k—sphere bundle over an oriented closed manifold. Let
A = A* be the reduction on Q*(E) built from the previous discussion (in particular, we choose V; such
that dy; = 0 if k is even). Suppose T is the closed form in 7| A A 75 A representing the diagonal in the
definition of reduction. Then there exist approximations 8" of the Dirac current of the diagonal Ag
such that:

(1) There exist forms f £ on E x E such that
dffn=sEn—T.
(2) Lemmas 3.7 and 3.14 hold for f£-". In particular, the construction in Section 6.2 works for f£".

(3) Let 2 denote the projection E x E — C x C. Then f En can be written as sums of differential
forms in the form (ni"’za) A B with @ € Q*(C x C) and deg(B) < k, ie the fiber degree of fE£-" is
at most k. In other words, if vy, ..., vk are k + 1 vertical vectors in T, (E x E) for p € C x C,
then fEM(vy A---AvgpqA--) =0.

Proof See Appendix B. |

Proof of Theorem 6.19 The defining data ® and E are explained above. We now explain the flow
morphisms IT, and IT*. On the space level, I, is the same as the identity flow morphism JZ for €. The
only difference is that the source map on IT* is the projection to C;. Similarly, IT, from £ to C on the
space level is the same as the identity flow morphism 3%, but the target map for IT is the projection
to C;. We point out here that if the flow category C is an actual space (concentrated in one level), then
IT* and T4 induce 7* and 7, on cohomology by definition.
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With the defining data ® and E, we get maps
IT* TT %
(6-6) 0 — BC(C,®) 2— BC(€, 8) 25 BC(C, ©®) — 0.

We will show (6-6) is a short exact sequence. Using the reduction from Lemma 6.20, the dual basis
of {m*0; 4} U{&ia}is {&ia} U{m™0i 4}, up to sign. Then BC(E, E) can be decomposed into Vo & V3
as a vector space, where Vj is generated by (7*6; ,) and V; is generated by (£ 4). Next we use
approximations of the Dirac currents of the diagonal and primitives fz from Proposition 6.21. By

" . * % U,k C,n C,n E.n E.,n
Proposition 6.21(3), 1f3</ € (m*0; y+k)» then IT AT lo, fuliy - fv+ip’ fv+j1 ey fv+jq’ Y]
in the definition of ®I1" is zero. Otherwise we cannot cover the fiber directions to get a nonzero integration,

as the total fiber degree contributed by fvli’;?l, - fvji’?q

*ll.’l’k it 1 k(g + 1). Hence im ™" C V. Moreover, ¢™!" is an isomorphism onto Vp, as it is
yeenslip |1 sees

the identity plus a strictly upper triangle matrix, similar to the proof of Theorem 3.10 using the identity

is at most k¢, but the total fiber dimension in

flow morphism. Similarly, Vo C ker ¢™* and ¢+ lv,: V1 — BC(C, ©) is an isomorphism. Therefore
(6-6) is a short exact sequence, and the induced long exact sequence is the Gysin exact sequence (6-5). O

Remark 6.22 There are two cases of the Gysin exact sequence for which we do not need to appeal to
Proposition 6.21:

(1) When C is a single space C, the reduction of the sphere bundle £ can be viewed as decomposed into
two copies of H*(C), which corresponds to the classical Gysin exact sequence. This is explained
in Proposition 6.24.

(2) When dimC; < 1 for all i, deg fE" = dimC; + k — 1 < k, and Proposition 6.21(3) holds
tautologically for any defining data.

These two cases are enough for the argument in [79].
By Corollaries 3.13 and 3.22, we have the following:

Corollary 6.23 If C is a Morse flow category and £ an oriented k—sphere bundle over C, then the Gysin
exact sequence only depends on MIE | of dimension no greater than 2k.

The next proposition follows from direct computation:

Proposition 6.24 If C is a single space C, then an oriented k—sphere bundle £ over C is an oriented
k—sphere bundle 7w : E — C. Then the Gysin exact sequence in Theorem 6.19 is the classical Gysin exact

sequence N l)dim C+l,
2 5

> HI(C)ZS HI(E) 25 HI7F(C) HT(C) > -,

where e € H*(C) is the Euler class of m: E — C and 4 is the integration along the fiber following the
convention in [11, Section 6].

Proof Let {01,...,0} and {07, ..., 0.} be representatives of a basis and the dual basis of H*(C).
Assume V¥ is the Thom class of E such that dvy = —n*e, where e is a closed differential form representing
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the Euler class. BC(C) is (67,...,0;) = (01,. .., 0k) with zero differential. On the other hand, by the
proof of Theorem 6.19, BC(£) is the reduction A* = A in the form
(501, T O &L= O Ay — S =AY — ).

The differential dq on 7*6; is zero. Since (6-3), in this case, can be equivalently expressed for y € A,

we have
(daoki.y) = ()EIEmEXDTINE [ (1) TIG7 ne—dn) ny.

Since [d& Am*0; = 0, it is sufficient to compute the case when y = £;:
(dg 0. &) = (—1)l61@im E+1)+dim E /En*((—l)wﬂ“el-* ANe—dn) A" 0 A—m*n;)

= (DI ESDRmE [ r ()% HGE ne—dni) A7 0F AV
Note that
[ a6y ay = [dnn6r = [ o n6p) =0,
Then we have

(daoki &) = (~)EIEmEXDTAME [ 7267 ne n67) ny

= (_1)|Si|dimE+dimC+1 /Cgi* ne /\9;'
On the other hand,
(*0;,&) = (—1)6;1+1&; 1 dim E

As a consequence,

;| dim E +dim C+1+10; |+|&; | dim E
daofi = JZ(—I)ls’l im & ordim 167 1+1€; | dim (/C 0 /\eAef)n*ej.
Note that to have a nonzero integration it is necessary to have |&;| 4 |§;| + 1 = dim E, and hence

|&/|dim E +dim C + 1+ |6;| + |&;|dim E =dimC + 1+ |0;| =dimC + |§| mod 2

dpoki = (—1)imCHE ( (/ 0 Ne O )9)

and

Since
(9* (/ 0% Ne BT ) )—( 1)l67 ||9]|[9*A9*Ae—( D% (0%,6F Ae),

we know that

(6-7) [( 1)d'mc+'5z|z(/ 0F Ae O ) -]_[( DIMCHg* A o] € H*(C).

Next, by Theorem 3.21 and similar computation as above, o (6;) = 7*6; and p™1* (&) = 6. Then the
connecting map §: H*7¥(C) — H**1(C) is given by §(6) = (=1)4mC+19* A e by (6-7). m|

Remark 6.25 To explain the sign twist compared to [11, Section 14], recall from (6-3) that d4§; is,
roughly speaking, (—1)4mE+I&1dg; (then project to A). Then (—1)dmE+l&ilgg, = (—1)dim C‘Hn*el.* Ae.
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In other words, if we consider the Gysin exact sequence following [11, Section 14] but with the cochain
complex (Q*(E), (—1)4mE+*4d) then we get the long exact sequence with sign twist in Proposition 6.24.

Next, we consider the functoriality of Gysin exact sequences.

Definition 6.26 Let C and D be two oriented flow categories, and ng : £ — C and 7 : F — D be two

oriented k—sphere bundles. Assume $): C = D is an oriented flow morphism. A compatible k—sphere

bundle ¥ over §) is a flow morphism (not oriented a priori) from £ to F such that 7; ; is an S k_bundle

T .T
, 1

over H; ;j and s are bundle maps covering N , tH 1t is oriented if the sphere bundles 7; ; — H;

are oriented and s7 , T preserve the orientation.

Similar to Proposition 6.18, we have that if the k—sphere bundle ¥ over §) is oriented, then 7 is an
oriented flow morphism from £ to F with orientation [7; ;] = [H;,;][S k.

Proposition 6.27 Let C and D be two oriented flow categories, and ng: & — C and np: F — D be
two oriented k—sphere bundles. Assume $): C = D is an oriented low morphism and ¥ is a compatible
oriented k—sphere bundle over §). Then we have a morphism between the Gysin exact sequences below,
assuming they have grading structures. Otherwise it is a commutative diagram of exact triangles:

S HAC) L HRE) - H R ) —— BT (C) —— -

o e e

oo —— H*(D) = H*(F) == H* k(D) — H**1(D) — --.

Proof We define 3 to be a flow morphism from C to F which on the space level is same as T, but the
source map is 7 o tl-7:j, where 7 is the projection E; — C;. We claim that ¢ = ¢T°HE = ¢H*F°H. By
the argument in Theorem 3.33, the contribution from T o I1%, containing (IT%);,; fori < j is zero due to
the extra interval direction in (IT%;);, ;. Then it is easy to identify ot = ¢T°HTE on the nose. On the other
hand, the contribution from 1% o §) containing (I1%);,; fori < j is zero and (I1%);,; Xp; Hi,j = Ti,j
by Definition 6.26. Hence ¢ can also be identified with ¢H?°H on the nose. Then by Theorem 3.28,
¢T ox* is homotopic to 7* o ¢ . Similarly, ¢ o 7, is homotopic to 74 0 ¢ . By the same argument
as in Theorem 6.19, using the special defining data in Proposition 6.21, the homotopies above and ¢
satisfy the conditions of Lemma 3.40, and hence the claim follows. |

7 Equivariant theory

The aim of this section is to construct an equivariant theory for a flow category with a smooth group action.
Our method is based on the approximation of the homotopy quotient. In the context of Floer theory,
a construction in this spirit can be found in [16]. All the results in this section, namely Theorems 7.1
and 7.14, can be generalized to proper flow categories with local systems. However, for simplicity, we
only consider oriented flow categories.
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7.1 Parametrized cohomology

Similar to the construction of parametrized symplectic homology in [16], we need the parametrized
cohomology of an oriented flow category, ie we need to take the product of a flow category C with a
closed oriented manifold B. Since taking a product with B automatically falls into the Morse—Bott case,
using the theory developed in previous sections, we have a direct, also geometric construction. Then all
that remains are some orientation checks.

Let C = {C;, M;, ;} be an oriented flow category and B an oriented compact manifold throughout
this section. We construct the product flow category C x B first. The parametrized cohomology is
defined to be the cohomology of C x B. Each map f: By — B; induces an oriented flow morphism
H(f): Cx By = C x By. Similarly, a homotopy induces a flow homotopy. The main result of this
subsection is that, after taking the minimal Morse-Bott cochain complex, we have a contravariant functor
by this product construction.

Theorem 7.1 Let C be an oriented flow category. Then we have a contravariant functor
Cx: K(Man) — K(Ch),

where K (M an) is the category whose objects are closed oriented manifolds and morphisms are homotopy
classes of smooth maps.

7.1.1 Product flow categories The first step towards the construction of the functor Cx is to construct
the functor on objects, that is, the product flow categories.

Definition/Proposition 7.2 If we orient C; x B and M; ; x B by [C; x B] = [C;][B] and [M; ; x B] =
(—l)dimB[Mi,j][B], thenC x B = {C; x B, M;,;j x B} is an oriented flow category.

Remark 7.3 The reason we oriented M, ; x B by (—1)dimB [M;,;][B] is that in Definition 5.2 and
Proposition 5.5 we mod out the R translation from the right in the construction of coherent orientations
in applications which motivate those definitions.

Definition 7.4 Let £y — M, and E, — M5 be two vector bundles. Then E{ H E, is defined to
nfEl &) n;Ez over M1 x M, where 71, mp: My x My — M7, M, are the projections.

Proof of Definition/Proposition 7.2 It is clear that we only need to verify that C x B satisfies the
orientation property in Definition 2.15. Note that
M x Bl =) (=)™ FFMI My j x; M i][B].
J
Let Np be the normal bundle of Ap in B x B, and orient it by [Ap][Np] = [B][B]. Then the normal
bundle of Ac; xp is NjH Np. If we orient N; HH Np by the product orientation, then [A¢; xg|[N; HNp] =
[C; x B][C; x B], ie [N; H Np] satisfies our orientation convention (2-4) for C; x B.
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Then
[Ni B NBJO[M; k X Blsm; ;x; M, 1 xB]

= (=) B [N; B Np][Mi,j x; M k][B]

= (—p)tm B dim Blni = DHAm BN Ay 5 x; M; ][ A)[NB]

_ (_l)dimB-l-mi.j +dim B(m; x—1)+c;m; ;+dim B> [Mi,;1IM; 4] [BI[B]

— (—1)dim B+mi +dim B(m; x—1)+c;m;_j+dim B2+dim Bm; x [Mij x B]IM, 4 x B].
Because
dim B +m; j +dim B(m;  — 1) + c;m; ; +dim B? +dim Bmj i

=dim B +m; j + (m; ; +dim B)(c; +dim B) mod 2,

by Definition 2.15, C x B is an oriented flow category. O

Remark 7.5 It is very natural to expect a Kiinneth formula for C x B. Indeed, H(Cx B) ~ H(C)® H(B).
Since we will not use it, we omit the proof.

7.1.2 Flow morphisms between product flow categories The second step is to construct the functor
on morphisms: we want to associate every smooth map f: By — B, with a cochain map BC(C x By) —
BC(C x Bj). To that end, we first construct a flow morphism $( f) from C x B, to C x By, which is
defined similarly to the identity flow morphism of C x By. Then the associated cochain map is ¢/,
defined by Theorem 3.21.

Definition 7.6 Let C be an oriented flow category and f: By — B> a smooth map between two closed
oriented manifolds. Then we define $( ) = {’Hl-f j} as follows:

) Hl{j = M;,j x [0, j —i] x By with the product orientation when i < j, and ’Hlfj =g wheni > j.

(2) The source and target maps s and ¢ are defined by
s Hfj — Ci x By, (m.,t,b) v+ (s€(m), f(b)) and t: Hl{j—> C; x By, (m,t,b) (t€(m),b)
form e M; j,t €[0,j —i] and b € By, and where s€ and 1€ are source and target maps of C.

(3) Forme M, j,ne M;,t€[0,k— j]and by € By, by € By such that (m,n) € M; ; x; M, ; and
f(b1) = ba, we define

mp: (M;, j x B) X; Hj{k _>Hi{k by (m,by,n,t,b1)— (m,n,t+j—1i,by).

(4) FormeM; j,neM;y,t€l0,j—i]and by € By such that (m,n) € M; ; xx M; i and f(by) = ba,
we define
mR: Hlf] Xj (M x x By) — ’Hl.f’k by (m,t,bi,n,b1)— (m,n,t,by).

Proposition 7.7 The flow morphism $)( f) in Definition 7.6 is an oriented flow morphism Cx B, = Cx Bj.
Proof All we need to do is the orientation check. It is analogous to the proof of Definition/Lemma 3.23. O
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Remark 7.8 In other words, $( f) can be viewed as the identity flow morphism on C x By with source
maps twisted by f. In view of the Kiinneth formula, the morphism induced by $( f) is given by id® f*
twisted by an appropriate sign. We can similarly define another flow morphism from C x By to C x By
as the identity flow morphism on C x B; with target maps twisted by f. Then the induced map on
cohomology is id ® fx twisted by an appropriate sign, where fi: H*(B;) — H*tdimBa—dimBi(p, ) jg
the pushforward.

7.1.3 Flow homotopies between product flow categories For an oriented flow category C, we now
have enough ingredients to define the functor Cx : K(Man) — K(Ch):

B +— BC(Cx B) on objects,
f pHU) .
(B1 = By) —~ (BC(C x By) —— BC(C x Bl)) on morphisms.

To finish the proof of Theorem 7.1, we still need to show that homotopic smooth maps induce homotopic
cochain maps, and the functoriality of Cx.

Let f, g: By — Bj be two smooth maps and D: [0, 1] x B; — B a homotopy between them such that
D|0yxB, = f and Dyyyx g, = g. We claim there is a flow homotopy #'(D) between the ( /) and $(g).

Definition 7.9 We define (D) = {yl.Dj} as follows:

(1) Fori < j, we define yl{’j = [0, 1] x M;,; x [0, j —i] x By with the product orientation. Fori < j,
we define yfj =d.

(2) The source map s is defined as
s:[0,1]x M, ; [0, j —i]x By = Ci X Ba,  (z.m,1,b) > (s€(m), D,(b)).
(3) The target map ¢ is defined as
1:00,1]x M; j x[0, j —i]x By = C; x By, (z,m,t,b) — (1€ (m), b).
(4) We define (1 H/ . = {0} x My ; x [0, j —i] x By € YP..
(5) Wedefine tg: HF ; = {1} x My ; x [0, j —i] x Bi CYP,.
(6) We define
mp: (M, x Bp) x;j ([0 1] x Mg x[0.k — j] x By) = [0, 1] x My x [0.k —i] x By = K},
(m,bp,z,n,t,b1)—~ (z,m,n,t+j—i, by).
(7) We define
mp: ([0, 1]x M j x [0, j —i]x By) Xj (Mg x By) = [0, 1] x M; i x [0,k —i] x By = V],
(z,m,t,by,n,by) — (z,m,n,t,by).

Proposition 7.10 %/ (D) in Definition 7.9 is an oriented flow homotopy from $( f) to $(g).
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Proof We need only check the orientations, and it is analogous to the proof of Definition/Lemma 3.23. O

To complete the proof of Theorem 7.1, we still have to prove the functoriality. Let g: B; — B and
f: By — B3 be two smooth maps. It is not hard to see that H( /) and $(g) can be composed. We claim
that there is a homotopy #¢ from $(f) 0 $(g) to H(f o g) o T, where J is the identity flow morphism
on C x B3.

Definition 7.11 #¢ = {)f j} is defined as follows:

Vi ;i =10,2]xM;,; x[0, j —i] x By with product orientation for i < j. We define )i ; = @ fori < .
¢ The source map s is defined as

5:[0,2] x M; ; x [0, j —i]x By, — Ci x B3, (z,m,t,b) > (s€(m), f o g(h)).

The target map ¢ is defined as

1:0,2] x M;,; x [0, j —i] x By = C; x By, (s,m,t,b)+—>(tc(m),b).

Since (H/°# ol)jx = Ui§j§k Ti,j X ’H]{,:g, we define tg( fog)oy in tWO cases:
(1) When j =i, we define tg( rog)oy as
Li,i Xi Hifljg = (Ci x B3) xj (M g x [0,k —i] x B1) = [0,2] x M, ¢ x [0,k —i] x By,
(c,b3z,m,t,by)— (0,m,t,by).
. . fo
(2) When j > i, we define t5( rog)oy On Zi j X Hj,kg as
(M, ; x[0, j —i]x B3) xj (M x [0, j —i] x By) = [0,2] x M; x x [0,k —i] X By,

t
(m,t1,b3,n,t2,b1) — (j—ll.,mL(m,n),tz +J —i,bl)-

e For j <k, we define tg5(f)os(g) ON ’Hl{j X Hf,k as
(M, ; x[0,j —i]x B2) Xj (M g x [0,k — j] x By) = [1,2] x M,  x [0,k —i] x By,
(m. 11 by 12, by) > (kthj—i-l,m,n,tl-l—k—j,bl).
When k = j, we define tg(£)os(g) as
(Mg x[0,k—i]x B2) X (Ci x B1) = [1, 2] x M;  x[0,k —i]x By, (m,t,ba,c,b1) > (2,m,1,by).

e We define
my, . (Mi,j XB3) X ([O,Z]XMj’kX[O,k—j] XBl) — [I,Z]XMi,k X[O,k—i]XBl Cyﬁk,
(m,b3,z,n,t,b1) —~ (%Z-i— 1,(m,n),t+j —i,bl).
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e We define
mg: ([0,2]XM,',J' x [0, j —i] x By) X (Mj,k x B1) — [0, 1] XMi,kX[O,k_i] x B Cyic,k’
(z,m,t,b,n,b) (%z,(m,n),t,b).

Proposition 7.12 %€ in Definition 7.11 is an oriented flow homotopy from $(f) o $(g) to H(f og)o7J.
Proof The proof is analogous to the proof of Definition/Lemma 3.23. O

Proof of Theorem 7.1 This follows by Definition/Proposition 7.2 and Propositions 7.7, 7.10 and 7.12. O

Remark 7.13 There is a generalization of the construction above. Let B; L Bs B> be maps

between closed oriented manifolds. Then there is a flow morphism $ from C x B, to C x B; with
Hi,j = M,;,;j x[0, j —i] x B, where the source and target map are induced by g and /. The homotopy
type of the induced cochain map is determined by the oriented bordism group Q% (B1, B2), which is
defined as follows: an element in ', (B1, B2) is represented by a closed oriented n—manifold M and
two maps f and g from M to By and B,. The triples (M, f,g) and (N, f’, g’) are equivalent if and
only if there is an oriented bordism D from M to N and two maps F and G from D to By and B;
extending f, g, f’ and g’.

7.2 Equivariant cohomology

The functor Cx is not very interesting, because it is quite independent of the flow category C. However, if
C has a compact Lie group G acting on it, then the Borel construction, which is just a product modulo the
G-action, merges some information of C into the “homotopy quotient”. Thus nontrivial phenomena may
arise from this construction. The first step towards the Borel construction is to upgrade Theorem 7.1:

Theorem 7.14 Let the compact Lie group G act on C in an orientation-preserving way (Definition 7.15).
Then there is a contravariant functor

Cxg: K(Pring) — K(Ch),

where KC(Pring) is the category whose objects are closed oriented principal G —bundles and morphisms
are G—equivariant homotopy classes of G —equivariant maps.

The classifying space EG — BG can be approximated by a sequence of closed oriented G—bundles
E, — B, suchthat---C E,, C Ep41 C---. Note that EG — BG can be understood as the “G—equivariant
homotopy colimit” of the diagram --- C E, C E,4+1 C ---. The classical Borel construction of the
equivariant cohomology [38] suggests that the equivariant cochain complex of a flow category should
be the composition of a homotopy limit and the functor C xX¢ to the diagram --- C E,, C Ep41 C---.
We will construct this theory in this subsection. In particular, we will show that such a construction is
independent of the approximation {E,, — By}.

Algebraic € Geometric Topology, Volume 24 (2024)



1400 Zhengyi Zhou
7.2.1 The functor Cxg

Definition 7.15 A G-action on an oriented flow category C consists of left G—actions on C; and M, ;
such that the source, target and multiplication maps are G—equivariant. We say the G—action preserves
the orientation if the G—actions on C; and M; ; preserve the orientations.

Let £ — B be an oriented G-bundle. Assume G acts on C in a orientation-preserving manner. Then G
acts from the right on C; x E and M; j x E by (x,e)-g= (g7 -c,e-g). Let C; Xxg E and M; ; xg E
denote quotients of the respective G-actions. If we orient B, C; xg E and M; ; xg E by [B][G] = [E],
[Ci xg E][G] =[Ci][E] and [M;; xG E][G] = (—1)dimB[Mi,j][E], then Definition/Proposition 7.2 can
be generalized to the following statement by an analogous proof:

Proposition 7.16 If G acts on the oriented flow category C and preserves orientation, thenC xg E =
{Ci xGg E, M;,j xg E} is an oriented flow category.

Moreover, Propositions 7.7, 7.10 and 7.12 can be generalized to the equivariant settings:
Proposition 7.17 Assume G acts on the oriented flow category C and preserves the orientation. Let

E1 — B and E; — Bj be two oriented G—principal bundles.

(1) Let f be a smooth G—equivariant map E1 — E,. Then there is an oriented flow morphism )G ( f)
fromC xg E» toC xg E.

(2) Let g be another G—equivariant map E1 — E5 and D: [0, 1] x E1 — E» an equivariant homotopy
between f and g. Then there is an oriented flow homotopy % (D) between g (f) and $Hg(g).

(3) Let h: E; — E3 be another equivariant map between two oriented G—principal bundles. Then
there is an oriented flow homotopy % from G (h) o HG(f) to H(ho f)o7T.

Then Theorem 7.14 follows from Propositions 7.16 and 7.17.
7.2.2 Approximations of classifying spaces

Definition 7.18 Let G be a compact Lie group. An approximation of the classifying space EG — BG is
a sequence of oriented principal G-bundles E, — B, such that E,, C E,4+ equivariantly. Moreover, for
each k € N, there exists N; € N such that for all n > N, E, is k—connected.

Given an approximation of the classifying space, we can compute the equivariant cohomology for
G—actions:

Theorem 7.19 [38] Let M be a compact manifold with a smooth G-action and E,, — B, an approxi-
mation of the classifying space EG — BG. Then

lim H*(M xg En) = H*(M x EG) = H;(M).
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Approximations of the classifying spaces can be constructed as follows. Fix an embedding G C U(m).
By H(n,m), we mean the set of m orthogonal vectors in C”, which is a compact orientable smooth
manifold. U(m) acts on it with quotient the Grassmannian Gr(n,m), and {H (n, m) — Gr(n,m)} serves
as a finite-dimensional approximation of the classifying principal bundle EU(m) — BU(m) as n — oo.
Then EG — BG can be approximated by H(n,m) — H(n,m)/G. It was checked in [38] that this
construction is an approximation in the sense of Definition 7.18.

7.2.3 Homotopy limit Since our construction uses an approximation, we need to take a limit in the
end. Consider a directed system of cochain-complexes

---—)A3—>A2—>A1—>A0.

Then the limit lim A; is also a cochain complex. However, this limit is not very nice from the homotopy-
theoretic point of view. If we change the maps in the directed system by homotopic maps, then the
homotopy type of lim A; may change. In our setting, the cochain map is constructed only up to homotopy
(Section 3.6), thus we need to apply a better limit called the homotopy limit, whose homotopy type is
invariant under the replacement of homotopic maps. We recall some of the basic definitions and properties
of homotopy limits from [60].

Let N°P be the inverse directed set {--- — 2 — 1 — 0} and {A,, nm: An — Am} an inverse system of
cochain complexes over this directed set:

B A5 BB 4, B2 4 B 4.

Then there is a map v: [ [ A; — [] A; such that v(a,) = un(a,) over the basis a, € A,. Then holim A,
is defined to be the homotopy kernel of 1 — v, that is, 2~!C(1 — v), where C(-) denotes the mapping
cone and ¥ is shifting by 1.2¢ Then we have a triangle in K(Ch):

[T 4n — [T 4n

(7-1) \ /
+1

holim A4,,

This construction is the infinite telescope construction. Thus it is clear that the homotopy limits of any
final subsets of N°P are homotopic to each other, and changing u; up to homotopy does not affect the
homotopy type of the homotopy limit. There is a commutative diagram in C(Ch),

holim A, —— [] 4x

i

lim A,

26We assume everything is graded by Z /2 for simplicity. If everything is ungraded, then shifting just means multiplying the
differential by —1. This also enters into the definition of mapping cone in the ungraded case.
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When @1 A, = 0, ie the Mittag-Leffler condition holds for 4,, then l(iLnAn — holim A4, is a quasi-
isomorphism [60, Remark 27]. This is the reason why sometimes we can use the limit instead of homotopy
limit in applications, eg [16]. The long exact sequence from the triangle (7-1) implies we have the short
exact sequence

0— lim' H*71(4,) — H*(holim A,,) — lim H*(4,) — 0.

7.2.4 Equivariant cochain complexes Now, we are ready to define the equivariant cochain complex of
a flow category with a group action. Pick an approximation Eq C --- C E; C --- of the classifying space
such that E; is oriented and G preserves the orientation. Then applying the functor Cx¢ to this sequence,
we get an inverse system in K(Ch),

-+« —>BC(C xg E2) > BC(C xg E1) > BC(C xg Ep).
Definition 7.20 The equivariant cochain complex BCg is defined as holim BC(C x¢g Ej).

Results in Section 3.6 imply that the homotopy type of BCg is independent of the auxiliary defining
data. To get a canonical theory, we still need to check that BCg does not depend on the choice of the

approximation £, — Bj.

7.2.5 Independence of approximations With another approximation E, — B, of the classifying
space, we claim that we can form a new sequence of approximations containing both E;, — B, and
E, — B, as final subsets. As preparation, we state two propositions; the first is a simple application of
obstruction theory.

Proposition 7.21 Let Y — X be a smooth fiber bundle, where the fiber F is k—connected and X is
a k—dimensional manifold. Then there is a cross-section for Y — X, and any two cross-sections are

homotopic.
By this proposition, [38, Proposition 1.1.1.] can be modified into the following:

Proposition 7.22 Let E — B be a G—principal bundle, with E k—connected. Then, for any closed
manifold M with dim M < k, the G—principal bundles over M are classified by [M, B] (the set of
homotopy classes of maps from M to B).

Therefore by Definition 7.18 and Proposition 7.22, there exists n; € N such that there is an equivariant

!/

map E; — E,, ,- Moreover, there exists m; € N such that there is an equivariant map E;

— E;, and
the composition E; — E}, . = Em, 1s equivariantly homotopic to Ey C Ep,. We can keep applying this
argument to get a directed system in the equivariant homotopy category of spaces

/ /
Ey—>E, > En —>E,, —> En, >,
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which is also compatible with the two approximations {£y,, } and {£} } up to equivariant homotopy.
Then Theorem 7.14 implies that there is a well-defined inverse directed system in the homotopy category
of cochain complexes,

(7-3) --- = BC(C X Em,) = BC(C x¢ E,,) = BC(C xg Em,) = BC(C xg E,,) = BC(C xg E1).
Let H denote the homotopy limit of (7-3). Since both BC(C x¢g E,/li) and BC(C X E;) are final in the
inverse directed systems above,

holim BC(C x¢ E;,) = holimBC(C x¢g E,/li) = H =holimBC(C xG Em;) =holimBC(C xg En).

Therefore the homotopy type of BCg is independent of the approximation, giving the following theorem:

Theorem 7.23 Let C be an oriented flow category. Assume the compact Lie group G acts on C and pre-
serves the orientation. Then the homotopy type of the equivariant cochain complex BCg in Definition 7.20
is well defined, ie independent of all the choices, particularly the choice of the approximation { E,, — By }.

7.2.6 Spectral sequences From (7-1), the homotopy limit is the shifted mapping cone of 1 —v. Thus
the action spectral sequence in Proposition 4.1 on BC(C xg E,) induces a spectral sequence on the
homotopy limit. In particular, we need to apply the following result:

Proposition 7.24 [75, Exercise 5.4.4] Let f: B — C be a map of filtered cochain complexes. For a
fixed integer r > 0, there is a filtration on the mapping cone C( f'), defined by

ch(f) ‘= Fp4rBn+1® FpCy.
Then the r'" page E,(C( f)) of the induced spectral sequence is the mapping cone of the map on the r'
page f7: Er(B) — Er(C).

Let r = 1. By Proposition 7.24, there is a spectral sequence for BCg induced from the action filtration
on TIBCS*G En _ Since Ef’(HBC(C xG En)) = MH*(C, xg Ey) with the differential coming from the
djq term in (3-15) for each C xg E,, again by Proposition 7.24 E1(BCg) is the (shifted) mapping cone
of the cochain morphism

oo oo
L—v:[] tim []H*(CoxcEn)—]] lim [] H*(Cpxc En).
n 477 p=q n 477 p=q
Since l(illl H*(C, xg E,) =0, ie the Mittag-Leffler condition holds for inverse system
o= H*(CpxG En) - H*(Cp xG En—1) = -+,
the natural map (7-2)
o0 o0
lim [] HE(Cp) =lim lim [] H*(Cpxg En) - E1(BCg)
97~ p=q " 47— p=q
is a quasi-isomorphism. The induced differential d 1G on li_r)nq ]_[;°= «H ¢ (Cp) is the limit of dq for Cx g Ep.

Since d; comes from the moduli spaces without boundary (the pullback and pushforward on cohomology),
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d IG istxos™: H(Cp) — Hg (Cp+1) up to sign (the pullback and pushforward on equivariant cohomology).
The polyfold theoretic version of d 1G is the analog of the equivariant fundamental class in [77].

Corollary 7.25 There is a spectral sequence for BCg such that

o
Eg(BcG):H*( lim l_[Hé(Cp),le).

97>~ p=q

8 A basic example: finite-dimensional Morse-Bott cohomology

The aim of this section is to construct a flow category for the finite-dimensional Morse—Bott theory. The
existence of such a flow category is a folklore theorem, stated in various places, eg [3; 33]. The Morse
version of the flow category was introduced in [19], and [74] provided a detailed construction for the
flow category of a Morse function for metrics which are standard near critical points. In this section, we
prove that there is a flow category for any Morse—Bott function if we choose a suitable metric. The local
analysis in our case is just a family version of the analysis in [74].

In the Morse case, [2, Section 3.4] provides an argument to reduce constructions of continuation maps
and homotopies to counting gradient flow lines on some larger manifolds. Similarly, we can construct the
flow morphisms and flow homotopies by looking at flow categories arising from some larger manifolds
with suitable Morse—Bott functions. With all of these established, just like the Morse case, we can prove
that the cohomology of the flow category is independent of the Morse—Bott function. The main theorem
of this chapter is the following:

Theorem 8.1 Let f be a Morse—Bott function on a closed manifold M. Then there exists a metric g
such that the compactified moduli spaces of (unparametrized) gradient flow lines form a flow category
with an orientation structure. The cohomology of the flow category is independent of the Morse—Bott
function and is equal to the regular cohomology H* (M, R).

Let f be a Morse—Bott function on M throughout this section, and let the critical manifolds Cy, ..., Cy,
be such that f(C;) < f(C;) if and only if i < j. We can fix a real number § > 0 such that § is strictly
smaller than the absolute values of the nonzero eigenvalues of Hess( /') over all critical manifolds C;.

8.1 The Fredholm property for the finite-dimensional Morse-Bott theory

Like the Morse case, the moduli spaces of parametrized gradient flow lines from C; to C; is a zero set of
a Fredholm operator over some Banach space B; ;. The construction of B; ; was included in the appendix
of [32] as part of the Banach manifolds of the cascades construction; we review the construction briefly.
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First we fix an auxiliary metric go on M. Let y be a smooth curve defined over R such that

(8-1) lim y(t) =x e, lim y()=yeCj,
t—>—00 t—>—+o00 ’
(8-2) ‘%y‘ < Ce 3 for |t| > 0 and some constant C.
go

Let P(C;,Cj) be the space of continuous paths defined over R connecting C; and C;. The Banach
manifold B; ; will be a subspace of P(C;, C;). We will first describe the neighborhood of y in B; ;. For
this purpose:

(1) Fix a smooth function y: R — R such that y(¢) = |¢| for |¢| 3> 0. Then we can define the weighted
Sobolev space H;‘(R, y*TM) with norm |f|H§ = |€8X(t)f|Hk, fork > 1.

(2) Fix local charts of M near x and y such that C; near x is a radius-r ball in the x1,...,x¢;
coordinates, and Cj near y is a radius-r ball in the yy, ..., y¢; coordinates.

(3) px(¢) are smooth functions which are 1 near 00 and 0 near Foo such that (8-3) makes sense

using the local charts above.

There exists a positive number K such that when f € H é‘ (R, y*TM) with | f| HE < K, we have that
| f] is pointwise smaller than the injective radius of the metric go. Let exp denote the exponential map
associated to the metric gg. Then there is a map

Bx (HEF(R,y*TM)) x B, (R) x B, (R%) — P(C;, C)),

(8—3) Ci Cj
(f,xl,...,xcl,yl,...,ycj)|—>expyf+E ,o_xl-—l—z P+Vi.
1 1

B;,; consists of images of all such maps in P(C;, C;) for all curves y satisfying (8-1) and (8-2). Let
&i,j — Bi,j be the vector bundle, where the fiber over y € B; ; is Hb{‘_l(R, y*TM).

Proposition 8.2 [32] B, ; is a Banach manifold and &; ; — B;,; is a Banach bundle.

Since the evaluation maps B;, ; — C; X C; are submersions for all i < j, the fiber products B; j X - - - X B |
are Banach manifolds. Moreover, & i, X, -+ Xi,_; Eir_1,ix = Bio,iv Xiy = Xix—, Bir_,.,i; are Banach
bundles for all ip < iy <--- <ig. Given a metric g, then there is a section s; ; : B; ; — &; ; defined by
s() =y = Ve f(y).

Proposition 8.3 [32] The section s; ; is a Fredholm operator with index d; —d; 4-c; +c;, where d; is the
dimension of the negative eigenspace of Hess( f) on C; (d; is the grading structure for our flow category).

Proposition 8.4 For a generic metric g, s; ; is transverse to 0 and, for all ig < --- < iy, the fiber products

. (0) xi] Xik_l S_l

s ; .
10,11 Ig—1,l

. (0) are cut out transversely.

Proof The proof follows from a standard Sard—Smale argument by considering the universal moduli
space of all metrics. The result for the fiber products follows from applying the Sard—Smale argument to

Sigyin Xiy *** Xig_y Sig_p,ix * Bio,in Xiy =+ Xig_y Bix_y,ix = Eio,in Xiy *** Xig—y Eig_y,ix - d
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We call such a pair (f, g) a Morse—Bott—Smale pair (this is weaker than the Morse—Bott—Smale condition
in Remark 2.17). Let M; ; denote sl_]l (0)/R. Then M; ; := Ui<i1<~-~<ik<j M; ;i\ i, -+ Xi Mj, j can
be made into a compact topological space. The topology on this space is completely analogous to the
Gromov-Floer topology on the set of broken flow lines in the Morse case; see [2; 74] for details.

8.2 Flow categories of Morse-Bott functions
The main theorem of this section is that we can put smooth structures on M;_ ; such that the following holds:
Theorem 8.5 The set {C;, M;,;} is a flow category with an orientation structure.

To prove this theorem, we need to equip M, ; with a smooth structure with boundaries and corners. One
strategy is using a gluing map [69], which can be generalized to Floer theories. This method requires
certain compatibility between gluing maps to guarantee a smooth structure.?’ In the context of Lagrangian
Floer theory, such a construction was carried out in [6]. Another method is finding an (M-)polyfold
description of the moduli spaces. Then the manifold structures with boundaries and corners come from
those of the ambient (M—)polyfolds; see [24; 44]. In this section, we will adopt a more elementary
method from [2; 19; 74], so that the smooth structure on the moduli spaces is inherited from some

ambient manifolds.

Lemma 8.6 [61] Let C; be a critical manifold of the Morse—Bott function f. Then there is a tubular
neighborhood of C; in M diffeomorphic to the normal bundle N of C;. Moreover, N can be decomposed
into stable and unstable bundles N* and N*, and there are metrics g° and g* on N* and N such that
fW)n = f(C))—|vs z,s + [v¥ z'“’ where v € N, and v°® and v* are the stable and unstable components
of v.
If we fix a connection on N, then g* and g* can be understood as bilinear forms on 7N. Let gc; be a
metric on C;. If a metric g near C; has the form 7*gc, + g° + g%, where 7 is the projection N — C;,
we say the metric g is standard near C;. In fact, we can require the Morse—Bott—Smale pair to have
standard metric near all critical manifolds, as we can obtain transversality by perturbing the metric away
from critical manifolds. For a standard metric, the gradient vector in N is contained in the fibers of the
tubular neighborhood. Therefore the local picture of the gradient flow is just a family of the Morse flow
lines in each fiber. When restricted to a fiber F' with coordinate x1, ..., Xs, Y1, ..., Yu, the pair (f, g) is
standard and is in the form

flp==xf—=xi+yi+-+yi+C.

glF =dx; ®dx; 4+ +dxs ®dxa +dy; ®dy; +--- +dyy @dyy.
Inside the fiber F', we define

S{= A x) [ ek xd =2 = {0 ) [T e e =17

ro.__ 2 2 2 r.__ 2 2 2
D :={(x1,....x5) | x7+--+x5 <r°}, D, :={1,....00) | yi1 +-+y;, <r°}.
270ne condition that guarantees compatibility is the so-called “associative gluing” [74].
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Let M be the moduli space of gradient flow lines and broken gradient flow lines of (f|r, g|F) from
S x D] to D] x §]. Let ev_ and evy be the two evaluation maps at the two ends defined on M. Then
the following lemma is essentially contained in [74]:

Lemma 8.7 The image im(ev— x evy)(M) C (S} x D])) x (D} x S},) is a submanifold with boundary
inside the fiber F .

Proof The gradient flow lines are (e=2’x,e?'y), and thus the images of unbroken flow lines are
(x,y,(lyl/r)x,(r/]y])y), which is a submanifold in (S} x D},) x (D} x S},). The images of broken flow
lines are (x, 0,0, ), which is also a submanifold in (S] x D],) x (D] x S;). The boundary chart is given
by (¢,x,0,0,y) — (x,ty,tx,y) for t €0, 1); thus the lemma is proven. O

Remark 8.8 Lemma 4.4 of [74] composes the map ev_ x evy with the projection (x, y’, x", y) —
((Jx|"+1y'1)/(2r), x, y) to get a homeomorphism from M to [0, 1) x S7 x S/. This was used in [74]
to construct a smooth structure with boundaries and corners on M. Since the projection restricted to
im(ev_ x ev4)(M) is a diffeomorphism, we can also use the smooth structure on im(ev_ x ev4)(M) to
make M into a manifold with boundaries and corners.

Since S} x D] and D} x §], are transverse to the gradient flow, Lemma 8.7 also holds if we replace S} x D,
and D} x S by open sets in f |;1 (C—¢)and f |1_;1 (C +¢€). Now we return to the Morse-Bott case with
a standard metric near C;. Let ¢* be the flow for V f. Then the stable manifold S; of C; is defined to be

S = {x e M| lim ¢'(x) € Cl-},
t—>00
and the unstable manifold U; is defined to be
Ui={xeM| lim ¢'(x)eCi}.
t—>—00
Both S; and U; are equipped with smooth evaluation maps to C;. Then we have the family version of

Lemma 8.7 as follows:

Lemma 8.9 Given a standard metric near C;, let N, be the radius-r open tube of C;. Suppose € is a
small positive real number, and vl-ie denotes f(C;) £e€. Let M; ¢ denote the moduli space of flow lines
and broken flow lines from f_l(vl._e) NN, to f~1 (vl.+€) N Ny. Then there exist ¢, r > 0 such that the
image of ev— X evy | . . Is a submanifold with boundary in (f_l(vi_e) N N;) X (f_l(vl.’Le) N N;), and
the boundary is (S; N f~1(v7€)) x¢, (Ui N f~1(v;79)).

Proposition 8.10 M; ; x; M; ; U M, ;. can be given the structure of a manifold with boundary.

Proof Since we have diffeomorphisms
M; ;~UNS; ﬂf_l(vj_s) and M;; ~U; NSy ﬂf_l(vj—-i_e),
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the Morse—Bott—Smale condition implies that the intersections are transverse. On the other hand, let
M; i N M e r be the set of flow lines in M; ; which contains a flow line in M ¢ ». Then it is an open
set of M; x, and we have the embedding

ev_xevi: Mg N Mjer = (f T 7NN X (f T @) N Ny).

The image is
im(ev_ x evy)(Mjx N Mje,r) = im(ev— x ev4)(@oMje,r) N (Ui N f7H7)) x (Sk N fH©]))),

where doM ¢, is the interior (depth-0 boundary, Definition 2.1) of M; ¢ ,. The Morse-Bott—Smale
condition implies that the intersection is transverse. Moreover, since the fiber product M; ; x; M; i
is transverse, dim(ev_ X evy)(Mjc ) = (S; N f_l(vj_e)) xc; (UjN f_l(v;ré)) is also transverse to
;N f_l(vj_e)) X (S N f_l(vfe)). Thus im(ev— x ev4)(M; x N M r) can be completed by the
boundary structure of im(ev— x ev4)(M; ¢ ). That is, we can add in

Ui NS 0 7)) xe; (SkNU N fTHT€) = My x; Mg

as the boundary of M; ; N M ¢ r. The topology check is analogous to [74]. |

Therefore we have a smooth boundary structure on M; ; x; M, C M; ;. We still need to construct
corner structures near curves with multiple breaking and prove the compatibility of smooth structures.
The proof is very similar, and the corner structure will be inherited from (fiber) products of the manifolds

with boundary in Lemma 8.9.

Proposition 8.11 M; ;j x; M j Xy My ; UM, ;o X3 My ;UM; j x; M; UM, ; can be given the structure
of manifold with boundaries and corners, which is compatible with structure given in Proposition 8.10.

Proof Let Ny, denote the radius-r open tube around Cx. We use M; ¢ ¢ , to denote the moduli space
of gradient flow lines from f_l(vj_e) NN, to f1 (v,je) N Nk, passing through f1 (v;re) NN,
and f~! (v, €) N Ni,r» such that the only breaking allowed is at C; or Cg, or both. Then ev— 4 — 4 :=
ev_ xevy xev_ X evy defines an embedding

Miker = (FTHQTONN) X (FTHOF)NN) X (FTHOE) N N X (F 7 ) N N ).

We define V C f_l(v;ré) NN, UC f_l(v;E) N Ni,, be the sets such that the flow lines from V'
will end in U without breaking. Then V and U are both open subsets and there is a diffeomorphism
¢:V — U defined using the gradient flow, and so im(ev— 4 _ 1) is contained inside the fiber product
(f_l(vj_e) NN, )xV xyU x (f_l(v]jé) N Ng,»). By a little abuse of notation, we use V' N M; ¢ »
to denote evjr](V) C Mjer and U N My ., to denote ev_1(U) C Mk e.r» which are both open
subsets and inherit the structure of a manifold with boundary from Lemma 8.9. Then im(ev_ 4 _ 1) =
ev— + (VN Mjer) xpev— 4+ (U N Mg ,). The Morse-Bott—Smale condition implies that the fiber
product ev— + (VN Mje ) Xpev— + (U N My ¢ ) is cut out transversely as a manifold with boundaries
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and corners. Therefore M; x ¢ , inherits the structure of a manifold with corners from its image under
imev_ 4 _ 4, whose depth-1 boundary is

(eV—,+(V N a1/\/1‘/',6,r) Xo eV—,+(U N 80-/\/lk,e,r)) U (eV—,+(V N 80-/\/lj,e,r) X eV—,+(U N ale,e,r))’
and depth-2 boundary (corner) is ev— 4 (V N1 M ¢ ) Xp ev— 4 (U N1 Mg ¢ ).

We define M; ; N M i ¢, to be the open subset of M; ; consisting of flow lines with a portion in M i ¢ ;.
Similar to the proof of Proposition 8.10, we can use the boundary and corner structures on M . . . to give
a corner structure near M; ; N\ M; . . » by intersecting the unstable and stable manifolds of C; and C; with
im(ev— 4 —) inside (f 7 (07NN X (f T NN % (f T 0E) NN % (L) NN,
More explicitly, we get a corner structure near M; j X j M ;. X My 1, which also gives a boundary structure
near M; j x; (M;; N (U N oMy ) and (M; g N (V N 3o Mje r)) X My ;. Moreover, the boundary
structure is exactly the one constructed in Proposition 8.10. This finishes the proof. |

Proof of Theorem 8.5 Following the same proof as that of Proposition 8.11, we can prove that M; ; is
endowed with the structure of compact manifold with boundaries and corners. Let o; be the determinant
line bundle of the stable bundle N* over C;. Then {C;, M; ;} defines a flow category Cr, with an
orientation structure following the construction in Section 5.1.2. |

8.3 Morphisms and homotopies

To derive the flow morphisms between different Morse—Bott functions and flow homotopies between them,
we will use the argument from [2] to reduce the construction of flow morphisms and flow homotopies
back to flow categories.

8.3.1 Flow morphisms [2, Theorem 3.4.2, first step] Let (f1, g1) and ( f2, g2) be two locally standard
Morse-Bott—Smale pairs, and let C! = {Cl-l,./\/l}, j} and C? = {Cl-z, /\/ll2 j} denote the associated flow
categories. We can find a smooth function F': R x M — R such that

A ifr<3,

k) ifr> 2.

We consider a Morse function # on R that only has two critical points: one local minimum at 0 and one

F(t,x)

local maximum at 1. Also, / satisfies

oF | dh
W+E>O forall x € M and t € (0, 1).

Then F + h defines a Morse—Bott function on R x M with critical manifolds {Cl-1 x {0}} and {Cl.2 x {1}}.
We can find a locally standard metric G such that

(e +dt®dr ifr <1,
g tdt®dr ifr> 2.

We can assume (F, G) is a locally standard Morse—Bott—Smale pair. Then by Theorem 8.5, we can

G(t,x)

associate to (F +h, G) a flow category with an orientation structure. Let 7; ; dquadenote the compactified
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moduli space of flow lines from Cl.1 x{0}to C 1.2 x {1}. Then F;,; forms a flow morphism § from C! to C2.
When F(z,x) = f(x), we can choose metric g +dt?. Then F; ; = C; and F; j ~ M, ; x[0, j —i] >~ 1; ;
for i < j, that is, the construction gives the identity flow morphism [2, Theorem 3.4.2. second step].

8.3.2 Flow homotopies [2, Theorem 3.4.2, third step] Assume we have continuations F', G and H
from fi to f>2, f> to f3 and fi to f3, respectively. Then we can find K: Ry x Ry x M — R such that

H(t,x) ifs< %

F(s,x) ifr< %

G(r.x) ifs>2,
fax) ifr> 3.

We can find 4 with one local minimum at 0 and local maximum at 1 such that

%—If—}—h/(s) S0 V(s.t.x)€(0.1)xRxM  and %—If+h’(z) S0 V(s.t.x) €Rx(0,1)x M.
Then K +h(s)+h(t) defines a Morse-Bott function, with critical manifolds {C;' x{(0, 0)}}, {C?x{(1,0)}},
{Ci3 x{(0,1)}} and {Ci3 x{(1, 1)}}, and we can find a locally standard Morse-Bott-Smale metric extending
the locally standard metrics used in F', G, H and f3. Then the flow lines from Cl.1 x{(0,0)} to C ].3 x{(1, 1)}

give rise to a flow homotopy between & o § and J o §).

K(s,t,x)=

Proof of Theorem 8.1 By Theorem 8.5, we have a flow category Cy,¢ with an orientation structure for
any locally standard Morse-Bott—Smale pair ( f, g). Using the flow morphisms and flow homotopies
above, we can see that the cohomology of Cr, does not depend on ( f, g). Thus we canlet /' =C, and g
be any metric. Then ( f, g) is a locally standard Morse-Bott—-Smale pair. The object space and morphism
space of the corresponding flow category are both M ; thus the cohomology of the flow category equals
the cohomology H*(M, R). |

A Morse—Smale pair is a special case of a Morse—Bott—Smale pair, and our definition of the minimal
Morse—Bott cochain complex recovers the Morse cochain complex when the function is Morse. As a
corollary, the R coefficient Morse cohomology equals the de Rham cohomology of M.

8.4 Noncompact case

Let M be a noncompact manifold of finite type, as introduced in Definition 6.1, throughout this subsection.
That is, M is the set of interior points of a compact manifold with nonempty boundary. Let d, be a
nonzero outward-pointing vector field on the collar neighborhood of the end of M. In the following, we
will only consider two types of Morse—Bott functions:

(1) Morse-Bott functions f such that d, f > 0 on the collar,

(2) constant functions.
In (1), we have a flow category Cr by Theorem 8.5. In (2), the flow category is a single space M, which

is a proper flow category. Next we will show how to associate a flow morphism between flow categories
from different Morse—Bott functions and flow homotopy between them. Once they are set up like the
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compact case, we have that the cohomology of the flow category is independent of the Morse—Bott
function. In particular, one can choose a constant, and hence the cohomology is the regular cohomology.

8.4.1 Flow morphisms and homotopies Given two admissible Morse-Bott functions f; and f, on M,
the homotopy between them is a smooth function F: R x M — R such that

filx) ifr <3,

falx) ifr> 3,

and when ¢ € (% %) we have d, F (¢, x) > 0 on the collar. Then & + F defines a Morse—Bott function
on R x M, and we claim that the associated flow category defines a proper flow morphism from Cy,

F(t,x) =

to Cy,. We may assume the metric on R x M has the property that the gradient for the collar coordinate
r € (—1,0) is d, on the collar. Then d, F (¢, x) > 0 for all ¢ implies that 9, F (¢, x) = d,(h + F(¢,x)) =
(Vr,V(h + F(t,x))) > 0. Therefore any gradient flow line from a critical point of f] to a critical point
/> has the property that if it touches the collar then it stays in the collar after the touching point. In
addition to the argument in Section 8.3, we need to show the properness of the target maps in order to
prove the claim. We divide it into the following cases.

(i) Both f1 and f> are of type (1) Any gradient flow line that touches the collar neighborhood cannot
return to the interior side. Hence the construction in Section 8.3 gives compact moduli spaces and a flow
morphism from C¢, to Cy,.

(ii) f1 is of type (2) and f; is of type (1) The same argument as in case (i) holds.

(iii) f1 is of type (1) and f; is of type (2) Let K C M = Crit( f2) be a compact subset. For points
outside the collar, we define r = —1. Let R := max{r(x) | x € K}. Then R < 0 and all gradient flow
lines from critical points of f7 to a point in K stay inside the domain [0, 1] x {r < R}, and hence the

space of such flow lines is compact. This shows that the target maps are proper.

(iv) Both f1 and f, are of type (2) The same argument as in case (iii) holds.

Remark 8.12 If we replace the condition on the collar by d, F (¢, x) < 0, this would force f; and f> to
have the property that d, f1, 9, f> < 0 if they are not constant. In this case, the gradient flow lines in R x M
will shrink on the collar neighborhood instead of expanding, and hence the source map is proper and the
target map is not. We can similarly define a cochain complex using the compactly supported cohomology
in this case. The cohomology of the cochain complex is the compactly supported cohomology, which is
isomorphic to the homology.

The asymmetry of the flow morphism prevents us from constructing a flow morphism from Cr to Cy.
Assume f > 0 without loss of generality. There exists a flow morphism from Cr to C, ¢ constructed from
F(t,x) = ¢() f(x), where ¢(¢) is an increasing function with ¢(z) =1 fort <Oand ¢(¢) =2 fort > 1.
The flow morphism is diffeomorphic to the identity flow morphism when we use the metric g + dt2. The
flow homotopy follows from the same argument as if we require the increasing property on the collar
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when constructing the homotopy of homotopy. Therefore we have the invariance of the cohomology with
respect to the Morse—Bott function:

Theorem 8.13 If M is a noncompact manifold of finite type and f is a Morse—Bott function of type (1)
or (2), then the flow category Cy is proper and has a local system such that the cohomology is H* (M ; R).

8.4.2 The Gysin exact sequence Let M be an n—dimensional manifold of finite type. Assume f is
a Morse—Bott function on M and, when M is noncompact, f is one of the two admissible types (1)
or (2). Let g be a metric such that (£, g) is a locally standard Morse—Bott—Smale pair. Then we have
a (proper) flow category Cr = {C;, M, ;}. Let m: E — M be a oriented k—sphere bundle. Then 7* f
is a Morse—-Bott function on E with critical manifolds {7 ~!(C;)}. We pick a metric g on the fibers
of E, (a metric only defined on the subbundle of fiber directions TV E of TE). Fix a connection of
TE=TYE®T"E. Then g can be understood as a semipositive bilinear form on TE vanishing on T"E,
and gF + m*g is a metric on E. It can be verified directly that a gradient flow line 7 of (7* f, gF + 7« &)
is a parallel lift of a gradient flow line y of ( f, g). Hence (7* f, g + 7« g) is again a Morse-Bott—Smale
pair, and the induced flow category Cr« s is given by

Obj(Crr ) = {E;i == (C))} and  Mor(Crs p) = {MF, =5} E;}.

The source map is the natural map and the target map is given by the parallel transportation along flow
lines in M; ;. As a consequence, we have an oriented k—sphere bundle C« f — Cr. The flow morphisms
and flow homotopies defined in the previous discussions can be lifted to the sphere bundle level by the
same parallel transportation construction. Therefore the induced Gysin exact sequence is independent
of the function f. In particular, one may choose f to be constant, and hence the Gysin exact sequence
will become the usual Gysin exact sequence by Proposition 6.24. Therefore we have the following
isomorphism of long exact sequences:

Theorem 8.14 Let M be an n—dimensional manifold of finite type and w: E — M a k—sphere bundle.
Suppose f is an admissible Morse—Bott function on M. Then we have the following isomorphic long

exact sequences:

o HI(Cp) —— H (Co ) —— HIH(Cp) ————— HIFN(Cp) —— -+

o ]

. = . T k A(=1)dmC+1, i1
wo—— H' (M) — H(E)——— H'™"M HTM)——>--.

9 Transversality by polyfold theory

With the theory on flow categories developed in the previous sections, we now want to get flow categories
in applications, ie we need to solve the transversality problems. For this purpose, we will adopt the
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polyfold theory developed by Hofer, Wysocki and Zehnder [40; 42; 43; 41; 44]. This section outlines
some ideas on combining our construction with polyfold theory; details will appear in a future work.

9.1 Polyflow categories

The main result of Section 3 is that, for any oriented flow category, we can construct a well-defined cochain
complex up to homotopy. If we want to write down a representative cochain complex of the homotopy
class, we need to fix defining data ®. In applications, take Hamiltonian Floer cohomology as an example,
the flow category consists of the zero sets of some sc—Fredholm sections over a family of polyfolds [73].
A natural idea is that we replace every manifold M; ; in the flow category by strong polyfold bundle
Wi,; — Z;,j with an sc—Fredholm section «; ; such that all W; ; — Z; ;, «;, ; are organized just like a
flow category. When all «; ; are transverse to 0, then K Jl (0) defines a flow category. In this case, we
expect to assign a well-defined cochain complex to such a system of polyfolds up to homotopy. When we
need to write down an explicit representative cochain complex for the homotopy class, we need to fix a
family of perturbations that are compatible with category structure and defining data (on C;), which does
not depend on the perturbation. We first give a preliminary definition of such a system:

Definition 9.1 A polyflow category is a small category Z with following properties:

(1) The object space Obj(Z) = C :=|_|;cz C; is the disjoint union of manifolds C; such that each
connected component of C; is a manifold of finite type (Definition 6.1).

(2) The morphism space Mor(Z) = Z is a polyfold. The source and target maps s,7: Z — C are
sc—smooth. Let Z; ; denote (s X 1)~ HC; x Cj).

(3) Z;,; >~ C; (the identity morphisms), Z; ; = @ for j <i, and Z; ; is a polyfold for j >i.
(4) The fiber product Z;, i, Xiy Ziy i Xin***Xix—; Zir_,,ix 18 cut transversely, for all increasing sequences
g <ip <:-+<lig.

(5) The composition m: Z; j Xj Zj , — Z; i 18 an sc-smooth injective map into the boundary of Z; ;.
Moreover, 0Z; j =U; < j<x m(Zi,j X Zj k) and d(x) +d(y) +1=d(m(x, y)) for (x,y) € Z;,j x; Z x,
where d is the degeneracy index [44, Definition 2.4.1]. When restricted to any stratum of fixed degeneracy
index, m is a local sc—diffeomorphism to a stratum with a fixed degeneracy index.

(6) There are strong polyfold bundles W; ; — Z; ; and sc—Fredholm sections «;, ; such that both bundles
and sections are compatible with m, ie m*W; ¢lz, ;x;z;, = Wi j x W and Kiklm(zi jx;Z;0) =

m(si j,S; k)

(N «;, 11 o)n zl.fjl (K) is compact for every compact set K N C;.

Remark 9.2 (i) Condition (4) can be replaced by the more convenient condition that the (s x 7)|z; ;
are submersions. Then (4) follows from [25].
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(i1) Theindex inds; ; plays the role of m; ;. Orientation structures defined in Section 5 can be generalized
to polyflow categories such that orientation structures are enough to give coherent orientations or local
systems on flow categories from perturbations in Claim 9.3.

(iii) Condition (5) is stronger than Definition 2.9(4). When we define operators from a flow category, we
use integration and Stokes’ theorem. Hence an almost identification on the boundary is enough. However,
in the polyflow category, we need to perturb Z; ; inductively in a coherent way, which requires a finer
identification of all the boundary and corner structures.

When all sections k; ; are transverse to 0, the zero sets form a proper flow category. Hence our goal
is to find a family of sc+—perturbations 7;,j such that s; ; + 7; ; is transverse in general position and
consistent with the composition m. The consistency depends on the combinatorics of the problem in
general. In the case of polyflow categories, the combinatorics are relatively simple and we expect to have
a perturbation scheme.

Claim 9.3 There exist coherent perturbations t; j such that k; j + t; ; is transverse to 0 and in general
position [44, Definition 5.3.9].

Remark 9.4 The claim does not hold when there are inner symmetries that we want to preserve. To be
more precise, assume we have a strong polyfold bundle W — Z with two submersive evaluation maps
s,t:Z — C. Letk: Z — W be a Fredholm section. When dim C > 0, given any transverse perturbation
t: Z — W, it is not necessarily true that (z, t) is a transverse perturbation to (k, x) on the fiber product
Z; x5 Z. In fact, it is possible that there is no transverse perturbation to («, k) on Z; X Z in the form of
(z, 7) for a perturbation t: Z — W. Such phenomena can appear in a polyflow category, eg we may have
Ci=C;=Cy,W;; =W and k; j = kj . If we require 7;, ; = 7}k, then we run into this problem. In
applications, for example Hamiltonian Floer cohomology, we see this when the Novikov coefficient has to
be used. The requirement of symmetry in perturbations guarantees the cochain complex is a module over
the Novikov field. In the S!'—Morse theory case, this also causes problems (self-gluing) in the homotopy
argument. The homotopy argument can be viewed as a Morse—Bott problem with critical manifolds
copies of R. In these two explicit examples, special methods can be adopted to overcome the challenge.
In the most general case, under certain assumptions>® of the polyflow category, we can actually perturb
the source and target maps consistently to destroy all the inner symmetries. We will discuss this in detail
in our future work.

Although the polyfold perturbation only produces weighted branched suborbifolds as the transverse zero
sets, it causes no problem, since the convergence results (Lemmas 3.7 and 3.14), are local in nature.
The only thing we need about M;_; is Stokes’ theorem, which was proven in [43]. Thus all the proofs

28Basically, we require a collar neighborhood near the boundaries and corners of polyfolds. Such assumptions are satisfied in all
known examples.
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in Section 3 apply to the weighted branched suborbifold case. Similar to Definition 9.1, we can define
polyflow morphisms and polyflow homotopies by replacing the manifolds by polyfolds with sc—Fredholm
sections. Once the perturbation scheme is given for those structures, we can generate flow morphisms
and flow homotopies.

Remark 9.5 To generalize the identity flow category (Definition/Lemma 3.23) to the polyfold case, the
naive construction of multiplying by an interval does not work, because the product with an interval does
not have the right boundary and corner structures to apply an inductive perturbation scheme. However,
there is a more natural construction of the identity (poly)flow category which has the right boundary and
corner structures. The construction is closely related to the geometric realization of the category, which
will be discussed in a future work.

The enrichment to polyflow categories causes more choices, ie the choice of perturbation. We would like
to have the cohomology independent of the perturbation. Such invariance can be proven using the identity
polyflow category or a homotopy argument.

Claim 9.6 Let Z be a polyflow category with orientation structures. If there is no inner symmetry,>°
then we can associate it with a Morse—Bott cochain complex (BC(Z), dgc) such that the homotopy type
of the cochain complex is independent of defining data and sc —perturbations.

9.2 Equivariant theory

In Section 7, we discuss the equivariant theory when the flow category is equipped with a group action.
However, requiring G symmetry on the flow category is equivalent to requiring G—equivariant transver-
sality on the background polyflow category. Since G—equivariant transversality is often obstructed, the
construction in Section 7 cannot be applied directly. However, the construction in Section 7 can be
generalized to polyflow categories. Hence we can apply the Borel construction on the level of polyfolds.

Definition 9.7 Let Z be a polyflow category. A compact Lie group G acts on Z if and only if G acts on
Ci and W; ; — Z; ; in the sense of [78, Definition 3.66] so that all sc—Fredholm sections «;, ; and the
structure maps s, ¢ and m are G—equivariant.

Assume G acts a polyflow category Z. If we fix an approximation E, of EG, then we can form a
sequence of polyflow categories Z x g E5 by the quotient construction in [78]. Using the identity polyflow
morphism and the construction in Section 7, we have a sequence of polyflow morphisms connecting
different Z xg E,. Then we have a directed system in the “category” of polyflow categories. We can get
an inverse system of cochain complexes by applying Claim 9.6. Then the equivariant cochain complex will
be the homotopy limit of such an inverse system. Details of the construction will appear in a future work.

290r collar neighborhood assumptions on the polyfolds hold, if there are inner symmetries.
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Appendix A Convergence

This section proves the convergence results used in Section 3. We will see that transversality of fiber
products is not only natural from the polyfold point of view as explained in Section 9, but also essential
in proving the convergence results, especially Lemma 3.14.

A.1 The Thom class

We review the construction of Thom classes in [11, Section 6]. Let 7 : E — M be an oriented vector
bundle with a metric over an oriented manifold. The fiber F', the base manifold M and the total space E
are oriented in the manner of [M][F] = [E]. If S(E) denotes the sphere bundle of £, then we can find a
form ¥ (an angular form) on S(E) such that the integration over each fiber is 1, and dyy = —m*e, where
e is the Euler class of the sphere bundle. Then we pick smooth functions p, : Rt — R such that p,, is
increasing, supported in [0, 1 /1] and is —1 near 0; see Figure 4.

Then d(p, V) defines a form on Rt x S(E), and it is 77 *e on an open neighborhood of {0} x S(E). Thus
d(pn ) is a lift of some form on E, that is, d(p, ) = p*§" for §" € Q*(E), where p is the natural
map Rt x S(E) — E. This §” is a Thom class of 7: E — M. The next lemma asserts that §” actually
represent the zero section not only in the cohomological sense, but also in a stronger sense of currents.
Let 837 denote the Dirac current of the zero section: Sas () = |, yitafora e Q*(E), wherei: M — E
is the zero section.

Lemma A.1 (Lemma 3.1) We have §" — 8z in the sense of currents, ie for all x € Q*(E),

lim | aAé” — Sy (a).
n—>o0 E

Proof Let F >~ R” be a fiber of the bundle. Since §” is compactly supported, the integration over a fiber is

/5"=[ 8"=/ p*8"=/ p*8"=[ d(pnw)=—/ y=1
F F—{0} (0,00)xS71—1 [0,00)xS7—1 [0,00)xS7—1 {0}xS§n—1

pn(r)

S | =
—

Figure 4: The graph of p,.
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Let @ € Q*(E). Since [;6" =1 for any fiber F,

/Jr*i*a/\S”:/ /n*i*aAS":f i*a.
E MJF M

Therefore, it is enough to show

lim / (0 — w*i*a) A 8" = 0.
n—-oo JE
We will prove this by partition of unity. Let {U;} be an open cover of M and {p;} a partition of unity

subordinated to this open cover. We fix trivializations over each U;. Then over A Ui),
(" pi)-(@—a*i*a) =) f17dxl ady”,
where x are the coordinates in U; and y are the coordinates in the fiber direction. I and J are sets of

indices. Since « and 7 *i *« are the same when restricted to the zero section, lim, o f 1.9 — (0, where r

is the radius coordinate in the fiber direction. Hence

lim Logx! A" = lim Loax! Adp, Ay — F12axT A p,7*e
n—00 n—'(Ui)f n—>00 R+xS"—‘xU,~f Py =S Pn

n—-oo

= lim l/n/ + 1 1%dp, Ay AdxT £, f197%e Adx!
o Jsyy,

Since |p,| is supported in [0, 1/n] and bounded by 1, fol/"|dpn| =1, limy_o f%*? =0 and ¥ is bounded
on S(E), we have

. 1,0 I n __
nll)n;O/ﬂ_l(U)f dx! 8" =0.

When the cardinality |J| of J is greater than 0, using the spherical coordinate in the fiber direction,
dy! = crV1d0? + Drl?1=1dr Ad67 !, where d6” and d87 ! are forms on the sphere of degree |J|
and |J|—1and C, D are bounded functions. Because dp,, is purely in the dr direction,

. 1,J 1 J n
nll>ncl>o n—l(U,;)f dx® Ady? AS

1/n
— lim / LIcrllaxT Ado? Adp, A
0 S(E)IU,;f Pn ANV

n—-oo
(A-1) — lim l/n/ FEIerVhy adx! AdO7 A par*e
n—>coJo  JsE),
1/n
A2 — i / / LI Dl 1=V Ay adx! Adr Ad87 =1 A parr*e.
(A-2) 360 Jo S(E)\U,.f d yoadatadr Pt ¢
1/n

Because f 1>/ and C are bounded, d9” is bounded on S(E), Jo'"ldpn| =1 and lim, ¢ rif1 =0, the
first term limits to zero. Since everything in (A-1) and (A-2) is uniformly bounded and pj, is supported in
[0, 1/n], (A-1) and (A-2) have limit zero. Hence

. ® k% n _
nhm n*‘(U;)n pilai —a™i"a) A S 0.
Therefore
. L % o3k n — : * . . . * ok n —
nhm /E(ozl TTiTa) A S nhm Ei L_I(Ui)(ﬂ pi)- (i =i a) NS 0. |
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the homotopy

f(F)

fiber F |
: . B

/_\ f

f71(B)

fibers

supéport of 8y

Figure 5: The pullback of Thom classes.

Next we will show that Lemma A.1 is preserved under pullback, when transversality conditions are met.

Lemma A.2 Let M be a compact manifold with boundaries and corners and E — B a vector bundle
over a closed manifold B. If f: M — E is transverse to B and we orient f~'(B) by [f~1(B)] f*[E] =
[Tle—l(B)], then fora € Q*(C),

lim oz/\f*5”=/ als—1(py-

Proof Fix a tubular neighborhood w: N — f~1(B). For n big enough, f*8§" is the Thom class
of f~1(B), ie f*8" has integration 1 along each fiber. This is because the fiber F of f~1(B) is
diffeomorphic to a submanifold homotopic to a fiber of £ — B though the map f. Since §” is closed
and has a small enough support, Stokes’ theorem implies [ /*6n = [¢(£)6" = [iperof £ 6" = 1. Then
by the same argument as in the proof of Lemma A.1, we only need to prove

lim / (@—m*i*a)A f*8" =0.
n—>00 N
Picking a point x € f~!(B), by the implicit function theorem, we can find a local chart of x in M,
¢:RE XR" - M, $(0)=x,
and local trivialization of £ — B over f(x),
v:R xR/ > E, ¥(0,0) = (f(x),0),
such that

w_lOfo¢(x1’---’xk7y1,---,yn—j’Zn—j—}-lw--aZn):(flw~~,ﬁ7Zn—j+1,---,Zn),

where f1,..., f; are functions of x, y« and z,. Replacing the z coordinates by spherical coordinates,
the pullback of d(p, V) through f is d(p,v), where ¥ is defined on R’i xR"/ x S$/71 xR, and
uniformly bounded. Then the proof of Lemma A.1 can be applied to prove the claim. O
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A.2 Proof of Lemmas 3.7 and 3.14

Following the discussion in Section 3.1, we pick representatives {6; 4} of a basis of H*(C;) in Q*(C;)
to get a quasi-isomorphic embedding

H*(C;) — Q%(G),
and denote the dual basis by {6} such that {6 } are in the image of the chosen embedding H*(C;) —
Q*(C;) and (—1)4imCi 1671 fCi 0, A 0; p = 84p. Then by Proposition 3.2, the Thom class § = d(pn ;)
of A; CCi xCj and )_, 7{0; 4 A 756, both represent the Poincaré dual of the diagonal A;, thus they

are cohomologous in Q*(C; x C;). Therefore we can find f;” such that d f;" =67 — >, n{6i.a A7y 0,

and

(A-3) fln - fzm = (on — Pm)Vi.

Thus the support of f" — f™ converges to a measure-zero set. To show the convergence results
(Lemmas 3.7 and 3.14), we need to show that fl" is uniformly bounded. The uniform boundedness is not
necessarily true in C; x C;, but it holds if we use spherical coordinates near the diagonal A;. To apply
spherical coordinates in an intrinsic way, we recall blow-ups of real submanifolds:

Definition A.3 [58, Chapter 5] Let p: E — M be vector bundle over a manifold. Then the blow-up of
E along M is the manifold

Blyr E ={(v,e) € ExS(E) | p(v) = p(e) and ae = v for some a > 0},
where S(E) is the sphere bundle (E\{0ps})/R™, and 0y is the zero section of E — M.

Then one can define a blow-up of a submanifold N C M in the sense of Definition 2.2 by blowing up N
in the tubular neighborhood which is identified with the normal bundle. Moreover, the blow-up of the
submanifold N can be described intrinsically as

Bly M := (M\N)U S(TM/TN|y),

where S(TM/TN|py) is the sphere bundle of the quotient bundle (normal bundle) TM /TN |y over N. The
smooth structure on Bly M can be given using an auxiliary tubular neighborhood and it is independent of

M oM Bly M

S(TM/TN)

Figure 6: Blowing up one submanifold.
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SR

M | Nq oM

\H”HJ

Figure 7: Blowing up two submanifolds.

Bly, v, M

N>

the tubular neighborhood [58, Chapter 5]. The natural map Bly M — M is smooth and is a diffeomorphism
up to measure-zero sets. Thom classes 81’.’ =d(p, Vi) can be pulled back to Bla, C; x C;, and the primitives
pn Vi are uniformly bounded on Blp; C; x C;.

Using this intrinsic description, when a smooth map f: M x N — C x C is transverse to the diagonal A,
there is a natural map Bla f:Blyrx. N M xN —Bla. C xC induced by f: M x N — C xC. Moreover,
we have the following commutative diagram of smooth maps:

Blyrxon Mx N 220 By CxC

o,

MxN —CxC

If we have two submanifolds N; and N, of M such that N; is transverse to N5 in the sense of Definition 2.4,
then we can blow up N; and N;. It was shown in [58, Chapter 5] that the order of blowing up does not
influence the diffeomorphism type. The resulting blow-up is denoted by Bly, n, M. Similarly, if we have
a sequence of submanifolds Ny, N3, ..., Ni such that (ﬂae A Na) is transverse to Ng for B ¢ A, then we
can blow up all Ny, ..., N. The diffeomorphism type does not depend on the order; let Bly, . N, M

.....

denote the blow-up.

In the setting of a flow category (Definition 2.9), any fiber product Mg i Xi; My ir Xiy =+ Xiy My in g
is cut out transversely in Mg i, X Miy ;, X -+ X M;, i, .. Therefore

Nj = Migiy X Miyip Xooo XM,y Xi; Mg iy X XM,
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are submanifolds in the product M, j; X M;, i X -+ X M;, i, ., such that ((yeq Na) is transverse to
Ng for B ¢ A. Then we have a blow-up Bl := Bly, ... N, Mig,i; X My iy X+ X M, j,., and a similar
commutative diagram of smooth maps

Bla; (txs)
Bl, BlAij Cij X Cij

| |

tXs
Mig,iy X My in X X My iy —— Ci; X G
+ J J

Now we start to prove Lemmas 3.7 and 3.14. The definition of ./\/lflklr [oe, £ oo S > Y] is (3-10).

Lemma A.4 (Lemma 3.7) For every o € Q*(Cy) and y € Q*(Cy+x), and any defining data ©,
limy, - 00 M?l’f_.’ir [o, vn-i-i]""’fvn—i-ir’ y] exists.

ni ny . . . v,k vk .
Proof Since /\/l [ fv—i—zl ,fv_’Hr, y] is an integration over M/ - and Uj Mil,...,z"j,...,ir is
a measure-zero set in /\/ll.l ..i,» We can restrict the integral to
v,k _ v,k
Mf1,~--yir U Mil,...,lTj,...,l'r
J
to get the same value.
We have a blow-up Bl, Mv ok i, by blowing up all M:}Ik i seonly for 1 < j < r. The primitives
S can be lifted to Bla, C; x C,- and ¢ x s can be lifted to the blow-ups to Blx,; (¢ x s). We define
BI, Mv ok il fv':‘_l.l ey fv"_ifir, y] to be the result of integrating the Wedge product of pullbacks of
ni ny v,k v,k v,k
&, fytiys ...,fv+ir,y to Bl M; " . . Because B, M;"" . and M;"" , — Uj oTroir also
differ by a measure-zero set, by the commutative diagram (A-4),
v,k n n _ v,k n n
Bl M o folpiye oo foli VI = MG e Bl foi o V-
Then
v,k n v,k m m
(A-5) Bl M;r0 Lo flviys oo Sy V1= B MGGl £l o0 fo o Y]
Z Bl, MU K [O( m n _ rm n n ]
= MR vtip—1> Jotipy ~ Jotip Jutipry o Jutipo VI

=1

Note that the v” . are uniformly bounded over Bla Cy+i; X Cy4i; forevery n € N, and the support

v+i

of v+l — U’{ZH- converges to a measure-zero set in BIAUJr Cv+,1 X Cu+z, when n, m — oo. By (A-4),

the pullbacks of f" Yi; to B, Mv k have the same propertles Thus (A-5) implies the convergence. O

ir
Lemma A.5 (Lemma 3.14) For an oriented flow category C and any defining data, we have
lim ./\/l e, U"+l-1,... 5" , U"+l-r,y]

n—>00 ir »Yu+tip
k n n
=(-D* lim MY . o ~
=1 n—oo i1, ,lp—l,Zp,1p+1,...,zr[ ’fv+11’ ’fv-Hr’V]’

where * = (|a| +mv,v+ip)cv+i,,-
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s,k

k s,k
M;'v] Jin Mf1 Jin L L MlTl N5 BL V2
s,k
U blow up Mil i Bl, U partition of Bl; U Vi
[ —
s,k
i1,in
U —BL U =p~ (")
=p (V)

Figure 8: Ther =2, p =1 case.

Proof The limit limy, oo le, g1 i1 seeni [o, ebiyr
used in the proof of Lemma A.4. To prove the limit on the left-hand side exists, we can blow up everything

fv”+ir, y] exists by the same argument

except for /\/l Apoenniy 1O gEL Bl,—1. Assume that the pullback of &7 +i, is supported in the tubular
neighborhood U of /\/l”k__. - . in /\/ll-1 iy Then U can be lifted to the blow-up Bl,—; to get Bl,_; U

Ipyeensir
(see Figure 7). For simplicity, we suppress the wedge and pullback notation. Then we have

nll>ncl>o MUK « Un+i1 ' 834‘117 ' Un+iry =nli>moo Bl,—1 U v+l1 ) 83-}-11: ) Un-i-iry'
I]smes ir
Let Bl,— /\/lll Ao denote the lift of /\/l Z,, i in Bl,_;. Then Bl,—1 U is still a tubular
neighborhood of Bl,_— 1/\/ll1 ey Let p: Blr 1U — Blr 1/\/111 Ep sy denote the projection
of the tubular neighborhood. Then we can divide Bl,_; M>* - . into two parts, V1 and V3, such

11, ol pseensir
that V7 is a small open set containing the blow-up domain, and V5 is the complement. Then p~!(V7) and

p~1 (V) are partitions of Bl,_; U (see Figure 8). Using the same local coordinates as in Lemma A.2, if we

n

1ntegrate the fiber direction of the tubular neighborhood, because f",; . oy Un+ip+1, R A

are uniformly bounded over Bl,_;, we have
(A-6) ‘/*I(V = iy Oy, Sow, V| < K vol(V1),

where K is a constant. Over p~1(15), the pullbacks of

n n n
v+11 vtip—1’ Y UFip41’ T Ui,

change for n large enough, because p~1(V5) stays away from the blown—up area. Thus the only thing
that varies over p~1(V5) is 8y 4 - Note that

do not

lim afl . 8t . .
n—c0 Jp=1(1y) Ut vt v_Hr)E )
+>Y i< plcvgi:—1))Coti, 1 n n n
— (—)Uel 2 <plevti; v+ip Jim S af . ... .
(=1 n—00 J p=1(1) v+ip fv—i—zl v+iy

. D V, satisfies

1s- ,l,,,...,l

By Definition 2.15, the orientation relation on M

[Nv+ip][M1-)’ ]_( 1)(Z/<pmv+z 1u+zj)cu+z,,[M”, § ]

[1seensipyene
Combining with Lemma A.2 and
(|04| + > (Coti; — 1))Cu+ip + ( > mv+ij71,v+ij)cv+ip = (|| + my v+ip)Cv+i, mod 2,
J<p J=p
Algebraic € Geometric Topology, Volume 24 (2024)
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we can conclude that

: n n n
(A7) ,,11120 p*I(Vz)a v+i1"'8v+i,,"' vtiy Y
= lim (_1)(Ia|+mv,u+ip)0v+ip/ af™ . .. noofm
n—>00 Vs v+iy V+ip—1J/VFip41 v+ip
By (A-6) and (A—7), since V; can be arbitrarily small, lim, — o /\/ls’k o foti e i 8y iy o Soi o V]
n n n
exists. Since v+11 vtip_1> Sodipsr e Jotiy areumformlyboundedoverBlr 1/\/1”’ s
n n /
(A-8) ‘/ s Sy Pty U_Hry) < K'vol(W).
Since Bl — 1/\/1 . and Ml.)’ - . differ by a measure-zero set,
ll’ 51175 lr Ll seenslpseansly
n n n n
(A-9) /vk Cvtiy " Jvtip—y Jotippr T Jo+in Y
..... ipa.ir
— n .o n B n . DY n .
- Blr_lM;)'k T ' o v+iq vtip—1/vFip41 v+z,y

- : Zafv—i-ll fv—i-lp 1 v+lp+1 : fv+lr

Therefore by (A-6), (A-7), (A-8) and (A-9),

i O R 2 _ (=) el+my vqip)esti nooo..,fn
nlinéo(/w-k iy Spy e Sy, y (G | @i Soga, Y
11.eens lr 1]seens Ip,.oes iy
< (K + K"y vol(Vy).
Thus, since V; can be arbitrarily small,
s n n n
nlggo Mz)lk ira v+il.“8v+ip”. vty Y
— lim (_1)(|a|+mv.v+ip)cv+ip/ af . f1 oy O
n—00 MUK _ v+iy v+ir
L] aeens Ip...., 174

Appendix B Proof of Proposition 6.21

Proposition B.1 (Proposition 6.21) Let w: E — C be an oriented k—sphere bundle over an oriented
closed manifold. Let A = A* be the reduction on Q*(E) built from the discussion after the statement of
Theorem 6.19 (in particular, we choose v; such that dyr; = 0 if k is even). Suppose T is the closed form

in w} A A w5 A representing the diagonal by the definition of reduction. Then there exist approximations
3E n

of the Dirac current of the diagonal A g such that:
(1) There exist forms fE" on E x E such that
de,n — 8E,n _T
(2) Lemmas 3.7 and 3.14 hold for f®". In particular, the construction in Section 6.2 works for fE-".
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(3) Let m1 > denote the projection E x E — C x C. Then f E.n can be written as sums of differential
forms in the form (niza) A B with @ € Q*(C x C) and deg(B) < k (the fiber degree of fE-" is
at most k). In other words, if vy, ..., vg4; are k + 1 vertical vectors in T,(E x E) for p € C x C,
then fEM (i A---Avgpq A=) =0.

Proof Let " be the Thom classes of Ac C C x C constructed using (3-4) with the angular form
Ve of the normal bundle. Let §5“7 be the Thom classes of A E C E x¢ E constructed using (3-4).
We define p: U — E x¢ E to be a projection in a tubular neighborhood U of E x¢ E in E x E.
Then m1,2(U) is a tubular neighborhood of A¢c C C x C. By the same argument as in Lemma 3.1,
limy o0 777 28C A p*SS " is the Dirac current of the dlagonal Ag C E x E. Since, for n > 0, the
support of ”1 8¢ is contained in U, the g, 28C A p*SS ™ are cohomologous to each other and
represent Thom classes of Ag for n > 0.

Next, we show that we can find the desired primitives f £, Let py, p»: E xc E — E be the projections
to the first and second components, respectively. Then (—DF piv + p>y is aclosed form on E xc E
because d((—l)kp’fw +pry) = (—)ktlg*e — g*e = 0 for any k (when k is even, e is zero by
assumption), where ¢: E x¢ E — C is the projection. We claim (—1)% Pi¥ + p5 ¥ is cohomologous to
55 there are fSk’" € Qk=1(E x¢ E) such that

(B-1) 8" — (=D piy —p3y = ds S,

We first proceed assuming (B-1). Let II; and II, be the two projections £ x E — E. Note that
(—D*I}y + I3 is not closed on U. We have d((—DFITy + I3 W) = i, (DM le®@ 1 - 1®e),
and the closed form (—1)¥Tle ® 1 — 1 ® e is zero on Ac. Hence (—1)*tle ® 1 — 1 ® e is exact on
712(U). Therefore we can find i € Q¥ (11 »(U)) with ks, = 0 and (—l)kH’fw + 3V + 7,0 is
closed on U. Since ((—l)kl'[fw + Iy + 7l M) ExcE = (—l)kp’l"w + p5 ¥, we know that there exists
g € Q¥=1(U) such that
PH(D piy + p3y) — (DY — M3y = dg + mf oh.

Now we make any extension of & to C x C; the extended form is still denoted by 4. We have

Hizgc,n /\p*SSk,n — nikz(gc,n /\P*((—l)kpikw + p;w) +7Tik,28C,n /\p*dek’n

= 71 26" A ((DFITTY + T3y + i oh) + 71 085" A (dg + p*d f5™).

If we write d f € = §C" — 3" wF0, A7 0}, then
128" A(DF Y + 3y + 7 5h)

= 7{,@df " + X} b Am205) A (=D TITY + 59 + 77 o)

a

=d(n] o O A(=D Ty + Ty +7f k) +f (2 nfeamze;)A((—l)knf¢+n;w+n;2h)
a
+ (=DIMC ok, FOMAd(=DF T}y + T3y + ) ,h).
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Let S, denote the last two terms. Then S,, — Sy, = 0 for 7, m > 0 as supp(f " — £ &™) C (712)(U)
and d((—D*TTFy + 5y + 7y yh) is zero on U.

Next, recall from Lemma 6.20 that A = A* has a basis of the form
(B 01, .. 7 O E =m0 Ay =, S =0 A — T )

such that the dual basis is (§1,..., &, w*61, ..., 7%6;), up to sign. It is easy to check that S,, — T
is in the form 7§ & for @ € Q*(C x C). Since T and JTT,Z(SC’” A p*(SSk’" both represent Ag, we
have that S, — T is exact. Therefore « is a closed class in *(C x C) such that [Jrik ,a] =0. As a
consequence, o] =) ; ([a;] Afe]) ® [Bi] + D ;[ il ® ([ ﬂ ] A [e]) on cohomology. Therefore there exist
o, 01,0 € Q (C x C) such that

Sp—T = m{ ya = d(7r] yoo ATITW + 717 a1 ATIZW 4711 Han) = dw

k
So we can take § £ := ny 5C nA p*85TM and

(B-2) fE" :=w—l—fc’"/\((—l)kl'l’ﬁ/f+Hgl/f—l-nizh)-p(_l)dimc(m X 72) S A (g + p* £55m).

Since f& and f ;k can be chosen so that (3-7) holds, Lemmas 3.7 and 3.14 hold for f£-" using the same
argument as in Appendix A. By (B-2), the third property of the proposition holds, since each component
has the property. |

Proof of (B-1) Note that p;: E x¢c E — E is also a sphere bundle (it is the pullback of the bundle
m: E — C through = itself). Then p3y is the angular form of p;. After fixing representatives
{a1,...,a,} of abasis of H*(E), we get a reduction of Q*(E x¢ E) by the same argument as the one
after the statement of Theorem 6.19:

B = B* = (pikal’ ° e ’pramv)(1 = PTO‘I /\P;W_Prfl’ LI ’Xm = PTam AP;W_PTfm)

Since d is closed on B and the cohomology is the cohomology of E x¢ E (since it is a reduction), it
suffices to prove that, for any 8 € B,

/ BA(-DFpty +pivy= [ B.
ExcE AEg

If B = pla;, then

| ptan @0 iz = [ 0@ [ plansy.
ExcE EXcE ExcE
The first term is clearly zero, and the second term is f g = f Ap (pYai)|a, by integration along the

fiber of p1. If B = y; = pai A p3¥ — p7 fi, then by the same argument as above, we have

/EXC 1A i+ pw) = [

Ex

(e A p3v) A (=1 P w+p2w)+/ Pt f)las-

The first term is fExCEp’fai/\p’fW/\p;lﬂ = [pai AV :fAE(PTOli A3V Ag- u
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