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Real algebraic overtwisted contact structures on 3-spheres

ŞEYMA KARADERELI

FERIT ÖZTÜRK

A real algebraic link in the 3-sphere is defined as the zero locus in the 3-sphere of a real algebraic function
from R4 to R2 with an isolated singularity at the origin. A real algebraic open book decomposition on
the 3-sphere is by definition the Milnor fibration of such a real algebraic function. We prove that every
overtwisted contact structure on the 3-sphere with positive three-dimensional invariant d3 (apart from
13 exceptions) are real algebraic via functions of the form f Ng with f; g complex algebraic and with the
pages of the associated open books planar.

32S55, 57K33; 32C05

1 Introduction

A Milnor fillable 3-manifold is a connected closed oriented contact 3-manifold which is contact isomorphic
to the contact link manifold of a complex analytic surface with isolated singularity. We know that any such
manifold admits a unique Milnor fillable contact structure up to contactomorphism — see Caubel, Némethi
and Popescu-Pampu [5] — and moreover a Milnor fillable contact structure is tight. For instance there is
a unique tight contact structure on the 3-sphere S3 and it is Milnor fillable (by eg the nonsingularity 0
in C2).

Here we ask a similar question regarding overtwisted contact structures. We confine ourselves to S3

although the definitions and questions below can be easily generalized. We investigate fibered links in S3

which are given real algebraically (or more generally real analytically). Let us call an oriented link in S3

weakly real algebraic if it is isotopic to the link of a real algebraic surface with an isolated singularity at 0
(ie it is the zero locus of an algebraic map h WR4!R2 with an isolated critical point on its zero locus). It
is well known that every link in S3 is weakly real algebraic; see Akbulut and King [1]. Nevertheless the
map h may have singularities outside its zero locus arbitrarily close to 0. If 0 is an isolated critical point
of h, we call the associated oriented link in S3 real algebraic. This condition of isolatedness is called the
Milnor condition. In such a case there is a Milnor fibration on the link exterior in S3 over S1; see Milnor
[16, Section 11]. In other words the real algebraic link is the binding of an (in general rational) open
book with the open book decomposition given as the Milnor fibration (see eg Baker and Etnyre [2] for
rational open books). If moreover the Milnor fibration is given by h=khk we call the associated open
book (and the supported contact structure) on S3 real algebraic.
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Although the fibration is given by h=khk in a tubular neighborhood of the zero set of h and that fibration
can always be inflated to a Milnor fibration on S3 (see eg the survey of Seade [21]), it is not always true
that this Milnor fibration coincides with the one given by h=khk on S3. A quite simple counterexample
is given in [16, Section 11].

On the other hand, compared to weakly real algebraic ones it is rather hard to construct examples of
real algebraic maps with an isolated singularity and this issue has been long studied. For example it is
known that the fibered figure-eight knot is not complex algebraic but is real algebraic; see Perron [18].
Meanwhile since every real algebraic link is fibered, a nonfibered weakly real algebraic link cannot be
real algebraic. We believe it is still unknown whether every fibered link is real algebraic (see eg Bode [4]).

An obvious way to produce real algebraic links in S3 is as follows. Take two nonconstant complex
algebraic maps f; g WC2!C and consider the real algebraic map hD f Ng. The oriented link L that is
the zero locus of h in S3 has components ff D 0g\S3 with canonical orientations and fg D 0g\S3

with the reverse orientations. Such links are special examples of graph links, ie spliced Seifert links; see
Eisenbud and Neumann [7]. Moreover h has an isolated singularity at 0 if and only if L is fibered, and in
that case the Milnor fibration is given by h=khk; see Pichon [19]. Now, as a corollary to Ishikawa [15]
the real algebraic open book corresponding to such h determines an overtwisted contact structure on S3.

We recall that there are countably infinite number of overtwisted contact structures in S3. They are
distinguished by the half-integer-valued d3 invariant (see eg Ding, Geiges and Stipsicz [6]) or equivalently
the Hopf invariant H of the monodromy vector field; on S3 these two invariants satisfy H D�d3�

1
2

(see eg Tagami [22]). They are also related to the enhanced Milnor number � of the binding of an open
book that supports the contact structure: � D �H (see eg Hedden [13]; for the introduction of � see
Neumann and Rudolph [17]). Inaba [14] has already proven that all overtwisted structures in S3 are
real algebraic, by explicitly constructing real algebraic maps for any given � 2 Z. More precisely these
maps are mixed polynomials of the form f Ng, are polar weighted homogenous and conveniently strongly
nondegenerate. The computation of � uses the ideas introduced in [17] for multilinks that are given by
splice diagrams. The constructed open books have pages with varying genera.

In this article we are interested in the genera of the pages of the real algebraic open books. Recall that
any overtwisted contact structure is planar, ie it is supported by a planar open book; see Etnyre [9]. Here
we prove the following planarity result in the real algebraic setup.

Theorem 1.1 All overtwisted contact structures on S3 with d3 > 0 and

d3C
1
2
… f4; 5; 9; 11; 17; 19; 25; 37; 47; 61; 79; 95; 109g

are real algebraic , with the associated real algebraic open books having planar pages. These planar , real
algebraic overtwisted structures are exactly the ones which can be obtained by functions of the form f Ng

with f; g WC2!C complex algebraic.

Algebraic & Geometric Topology, Volume 25 (2025)



Real algebraic overtwisted contact structures on 3-spheres 1379

We remark that the polynomials f Ng that we construct have real coefficients. Also recall the supporting
genus results for tight contact structures: not only a tight structure may have positive minimal supporting
genus among supporting open books, it has been also shown that the Milnor fillable (tight) contact
structures may have Milnor genus strictly greater than the support genus; see Bhupal and Ozbagci [3].

In order to build the overtwisted structures in the theorem we consider all fibered Seifert/graph multilinks
with planar fibers; these turn out to be exactly the ones that appear in [7, page 123] and their possible
splicings. Going through all these fibered links which are also known to be real algebraic, we prove the
theorem. In this way we exhaust all Seifert/graph multilinks that are given by real analytic functions
of the form f Ng. To come up with new real algebraic planar open books one has to use real analytic
functions of different forms.

We believe that the 13 sporadic exceptions that appear in the theorem are real algebraic, planar as well,
although the families of real algebraic Milnor fibrations that we have produced via functions f Ng miss
them. The nonnegativity that emerges might be more resilient. Thus we ask

Question 1.2 Is there a real algebraic , planar overtwisted contact structure on S3 with negative d3? The
supporting real algebraic open book is rational in general ; ie the fibered link is a multilink. Can the open
book be made an integral open book? That is , can the binding be a simple link which is not a multilink?

Generalizing our definitions we ask

Question 1.3 Is it true that every overtwisted contact structure on a Milnor fillable 3-manifold is real
algebraic? Can the associated real algebraic open books have planar pages?

To proceed towards the proof of Theorem 1.1, we recall in Section 2 the Seifert and graph multilinks and
the splicing operation. There we also give our families of fibered graph multilinks in S3 and compute the
associated monodromy maps. In Section 3 we demonstrate that those families of graph multilinks and the
corresponding open book decompositions are real algebraic via functions of the form f Ng. In Section 4
we briefly recall a way to compute the d3 invariant, by constructing almost complex 4-manifolds that fill
the given open book decompositions in S3. Finally in Section 5 we prove Theorem 1.1 by computing
the d3 invariants explicitly for our families of examples. It turns out that one of our families of graph
multilinks exhausts all the overtwisted structures with d3 > 461. Then by computer aid we show that
those with 0 < d3 < 461 (except the 13 values given in the theorem) are realized by our families of graph
multilinks as well. In the computation of d3 the constructed 4-manifolds have large intersection matrices.
For the clarity of the exposition, those intersection matrices are presented in Appendix A and the tedious
computations regarding those matrices are given in Appendix B.

Acknowledgements The final revisions for this article were completed during the visit of Karadereli
to the Erwin Schrödinger International Institute for Mathematics and Physics, University of Vienna.
Karadereli would like to express gratitude to ESI and Vera Vertesi for their hospitality during the visit.
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2 Seifert multilinks and splicing

In this section we recall introductory information on Seifert and graph multilinks and present several
families of examples which, as to be argued in the next sections, are planarly fibered and real algebraic
via functions of the form f Ng. Our discussion here is based on [7].

2.1 Seifert multilinks

A Seifert fibered manifold is a closed 3-manifold given as an S1-bundle with the orbit space a 2-orbifold.
A Seifert multilink in a Seifert fibered 3-sphere is an oriented link L that is constituted of a finite number
of Seifert fibers Si and an integer multiplicity mi assigned to each component. In this work we are solely
interested in Seifert multilinks in S3. We are going to denote a Seifert multilink with n components by
L.m1; : : : ; mn/. L is canonically oriented by the sign of the multiplicities mi . In this setup the homology
class mD .m1; : : : ; mn/ 2H1.L/' Zn determines a cohomology class in the link complement as well,
since H1.L/'H

1.M �L/. That class is given by

m.
/D lk.L; 
/D
nX

iD1

mi � lk.Si ; 
/:

Let �i denote the meridian of the i th link component. Then we havem.�i /Dmi . Moreover we can realize
the Seifert surface of the multilink as an embedded oriented surface whose intersection with the boundary of
a tubular neighborhood of Si is .ıi � .mi=ıi ;�.mi /

0=ıi //-cable of Si , where .mi /
0D

Pn
j¤i mj lk.Si ; Sj /

and ıi D gcd.mi ; m
0
i / [7, page 30].

Multilinks are represented by splice diagrams as exemplified in Figure 1. The central node represents the
ambient Seifert manifold. The numbers adjacent to the node for each branch are called the weights and
the numbers next to the arrowheads are the multiplicities mi .

(I) (II) (III) (IV)
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1

1

u

�1

�1

1
1

1

1

1

p

p� 1

S2

�1

S1

u 1

1

T2

1
1

1

1

u

�1

�1

T3

q 1

T1

uC 1

1

1

u

�1

�1

P3

P4

P2

P1

�1

�1

1
1

1

1 2

3

u
˙1

˙1
1

1
0 1

Figure 1: Splice diagrams for Seifert multilinks of type (I), (II), (III) and (IV). These are exactly
all fibered Seifert multilinks with trivial geometric monodromy.
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Real algebraic overtwisted contact structures on 3-spheres 1381

An arrowhead with weight C1 (respectively > 1) corresponds to a regular (respectively singular) Seifert
fiber. The multilink (I) in Figure 1 has 2uC 2 connected components in the underlying manifold S3 on
which the Seifert fibration is given by the S1-action .x; y/ 7! .tp�1x; tpy/ for t 2 S1. Here the orbit
fx D 0g corresponds to the singular fiber S1 with weight p and fy D 0g corresponds to the singular fiber
S2 with weight p� 1. The linking numbers of link components can be computed easily using the splice
diagram [7, Proposition 7.4]. For instance, the linking number of any nonsingular fiber with the singular
fiber S1 (respectively with S2) is the product of weights of the remaining vertices, which equals p� 1
(respectively p). The linking number of S1 and S2 is 1. Thus the multilink (I) is isotopic to the negative
Hopf link union u positively oriented and u negatively oriented isotopic copies of the .p; p� 1/ torus
knot cabled around S1.

A multilink L.m/ is fibered if there exists a locally trivial fibration M �L! S1 in the homotopy class
corresponding to m, whose fibers are minimal Seifert surfaces for the multilink. Using the analytic
description of the Seifert fibration of the link exterior, it can be easily seen that a Seifert multilink is
fibered if and only if the linking number of any nonsingular fiber 
 with the multilink does not vanish [7,
page 90]. In other words, denoting by ˛i the weight of the i th link component Si , the integer

l Dm.
/D

nX
iD1

mi lk.
; Si /D

nX
iD1

mi˛1 � � � Ǫ i � � �˛n

is nonzero. Moreover if l D 1 then the pages of the corresponding open book are planar. The families of
diagrams in Figure 1 are exactly those Seifert multilinks with l D 1 [7, page 123].

A fibered multilink determines a rational open book decomposition for the ambient Seifert manifold. If
each mi D˙1 then the open book is an integral open book.

The monodromy of the fibration can be represented as the flow along the Seifert fibers. Thus in the
interior of the pages it is isotopic to a homeomorphism of order l . On the other hand the monodromy
flow near each boundary component is computed as a .�.ıi=mi l/˛i /-worth (in general rational) twist
along a boundary parallel curve [7, page 108].

Example 2.1 For the multilinks of type (I) given in Figure 1, the multilink is fibered since we have
l D .�1/ �.p�1/C1 �pCu �.1/ �p.p�1/Cu �.�1/ �p.p�1/D 1¤ 0. The pages are .2uC2/-punctured
spheres. The monodromy flow is trivial in the interior of the pages. However near the boundary components
corresponding to the singular fibers, the flow is given as � 1

�1�1
p D p and � 1

1�1
.p � 1/ D �.p � 1/

twists. Along the boundary components corresponding to the nonsingular fibers with positive and negative
multiplicities, the flow is �1 and C1 twist respectively. Therefore the monodromy is given as

(2-1) � D ap
� b�.p�1/

� c�1
1 � � � c

�1
u � d

1
1 � � � d

1
u :

Here, a and b denote Dehn twists along curves parallel to the boundary components fx D 0g and fy D 0g
respectively; ci and di are twists along curves parallel to the nonsingular components with positive and
negative multiplicities respectively.
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Similarly, as noted above, the multilinks of type (II) and (III) in Figure 1 are fibered multilinks in S3 with
l D 1 too. The pages of the multilink of type (II) are .2uC1/-punctured spheres and the monodromy is

(2-2) � D a�q
� b�1

� c�1
1 � � � c

�1
u�1 � d

1
1 � � � d

1
u :

The pages of the multilink of type (III) are .2uC 3/-punctured spheres and the monodromy is

(2-3) � D a3
� b2
� c�1

1 � � � c
�1
uC1 � d

1
1 � � � d

1
u :

2.2 Splicing multilinks

The splice of two multilinks along a specified pair of link components is constructed topologically by
excising tubular neighborhoods of the given link components and gluing the remaining manifolds in a
meridian-to-longitude fashion. Note that topologically splicing multilinks in S3 produces a multilink
still in S3. Moreover a cohomology class is determined by the multiplicities of the components of the
resulting multilink. For the splicing operation we require that the restriction of this cohomology class on
each manifold gives the cohomology class of the splice component. This condition is equivalent to the
following. Let S0 and zS0 with multiplicities m0 and zm0 be the spliced link components; .�0; �0/ and
. Q�0; Q�0/ be the meridians and longitudes on the tori on which the splicing occurs. Then we must have

m0 Dm.�0/D zm. Q�0/D . zm0/
0;

zm0 D zm. Q�0/Dm.�0/D .m0/
0;

where . zm0/
0 and .m0/

0 are defined as in Section 2.1. Observe that these requirements are exactly the
conditions for the Seifert surfaces in each splice component to glue together along the splicing tori.
Moreover since Seifert surfaces approach the spliced link components as ı0 D gcd.m0; .m0/

0/ copies of
the .m0=ı0; .m0/

0=ı0/ curve, the Seifert surfaces are pasted together along ı0 tori.

Splicing of two multilinks is represented by a splice diagram (with more than one node) obtained by
joining the two diagrams along the arrowheads corresponding to the link components at which splicing
occurs. A multilink with such a splice diagram is called a graph multilink.

As an example, consider the multilink (I) in Figure 1 and there the link component S1 of weight p. Since
m.�1/D .1/ � 1 � � � 1Cu � .1/ � 1 � � � 1 � .p� 1/Cu � .�1/ � 1 � � � 1 � .p� 1/D 1 and m.�1/D�1, one can
splice S1 only with a link component whose multiplicity is zm1 D 1 and . zm1/

0 D�1, ie the pages must
approach the link component as .1;�1/ curves. Similarly for the link component S2 of weight p � 1,
we have m.�2/D .�1/ � 1 � � � 1Cu � .1/ � 1 � � � 1 �pCu � .�1/ � 1 � � � 1 �p D�1 and m.�2/D 1. Therefore,
given two multilinks of type (I) one can only splice S1 in one with S2 in the other.

Another possible splicing occurs between the splice multilink (II) and the multilink (I) in a single case;
that occurs when q D 2. In fact, computing m.Tj / for Tj as in Figure 1 we obtain 0, 1� q and 1C q for
j D 1; 2; 3 respectively. Thus splicing is only possible when q D 2 and the splicing occurs between the
knot S1 of type (I) and T2 of type (II).
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v
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v
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v

�1
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1
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3 p� 1

1
1

1
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�1
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�1
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�1
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1
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1
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1 3

1
1

1

12

vC 11

1

v

�1

�1
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Figure 2: All possible splice diagrams consisting of (I), (II) and (III) are made up of these pieces.

Similarly splicing is possible between the knot S2 of type (I) and P1 of type (III), and between the knot
T2 of type (II) and P1 of type (III). Here P1 is as in Figure 1. Going through all possible cases we obtain
the following list.

Lemma 2.2 All possible splice diagrams in S3 that can be obtained via the multilinks (I), (II) and (III)
are trees where each splicing is one of those in Figure 2.

A graph multilink is fibered if and only if it is an irreducible link and each of its splice components is
fibered [7, Theorem 4.2]. The monodromy is pieced together from the monodromy maps of the splice
components. In each splice component the monodromy is given by the flow along the corresponding
Seifert fibers whereas on the tubular neighborhoods of the separating tori, it has two different flows in
each end given by the Seifert fibration of each Seifert component. Therefore after splicing, the Dehn
twists corresponding to glued boundaries become trivial and on the separating annuli the monodromy acts
as a twist map which measures the difference between the two flows of Seifert fibers. In [7, Theorem 13.1]
the monodromy flow on a separating annulus is computed as a � -worth twist along the core of the annulus
with

(2-4) � D
�ı0

l1 � l2
.˛0ˇ0�˛1 � � �˛n �ˇ1 � � �ˇm/;
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u v w

1 1 1 1 1 1

1
p� 1 p q� 1 q r � 1 r

�1

� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � �

�1 �1 �1 �1 �1 �1

u v w

Figure 3: Splice diagram for (I-I-I).

where ˛0; ˇ0 are the weights of the spliced components and ˛i ; ǰ are the weights of the remaining link
components around the two nodes.

Example 2.3 Consider the multilink (I-I) given in Figure 2. Note that when q D p the graph multilink
is simply a Seifert multilink [7, Theorem 8.1(6)]. So let us consider the case q > p.

By the previous discussion we know that l1 D l2 D 1; also ı D gcd.�1; 1/D 1. Thus (2-4) gives

� D�
1

1�1
.p.q� 1/� q.p� 1//D p� q:

Since ı D 1, we glue the pages of the spliced components, which are .2uC2/- and .2vC2/-punctured
spheres respectively, along a single annulus neighborhood of the spliced boundary components. Conse-
quently the pages of the spliced multilink are .2uC2vC2/-punctured spheres.

As given in (2-1) the splice components have monodromies �1 D ˛
p � a�.p�1/ � c�1

1 � � � c
�1
u � d

1
1 � � � d

1
u

and �2D b
q �ˇ�.q�1/ � e�1

1 � � � e
�1
v �f

1
1 � � � f

1
v . The monodromy flow is q�p negative Dehn twists about

the core circle, say 
 , in the annulus. Therefore the monodromy of the spliced multilink is

(2-5) � D a�.p�1/
� c�1

1 � � � c
�1
u � d

1
1 � � � d

1
u � 


�.q�p/
� bq
� e�1

1 � � � e
�1
v �f

1
1 � � � f

1
v :

Example 2.4 Similarly let us consider a graph multilink of the form (I-I-I) as in Figure 3. Recall that we
splice the knot with weight q of the first splice component to the knot with weight .r � 1/ of the second
splice component.

As in the previous examples l1 D l2 D 1 and ı D gcd.m1; m2/D 1. Assuming r > q, we have

� D�
ı

l1l2
.q.r � 1/� r.q� 1/D q� r < 0:

The page of the splice multilink is a union of the pages of the splice components joined together along a
boundary by a .q�r/-twisted annulus (since ı D 1). Since the splice components have .2uC2vC2/- and
.2wC2/-punctured sphere pages, the pages for the splice link are .2uC2vC2wC2/-punctured spheres.
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The monodromy of the new fibration is

(2-6) � D a�.p�1/c�1
1 � � � c

�1
u d1

1 � � � d
1
u

�.q�p/e�1

1 � � � e
�1
v f 1

1 � � � f
1

v �
�.r�q/brg�1

1 � � �g
�1
w h1

1 � � � h
1
w

where � denotes the Dehn twist about the core circle in the latter annulus.

Example 2.5 As in the previous example one can compute the monodromies of the other multilinks
given in Figure 2. Among these we will need the monodromy of the splicing (III-I),

(2-7) � D a.p/
� c�1

1 � � � c
�1
u � d

1
1 � � � d

1
u � 


�.p�3/
� b2
� e�1

1 � � � e
�1
vC1 �f

1
1 � � � f

1
v :

Here, we assume that p � 4 because the graph multilink is simply a Seifert multilink when p D 3 [7,
Theorem 8.1(6)].

3 Real algebraic singularities and associated contact structures

In this section we assert that the graph multilinks and the associated open books that have been considered
in the previous section with explicit monodromy can be realized real algebraically via functions of the
form f Ng.

For an isolated singularity of a holomorphic (or a complex algebraic) function from C2 to C, the
corresponding Milnor fibration defines an open book structure on S3, whose binding is isotopic to the
singularity link. In such a setup we call the singularity link and the open book and the supported tight
contact structure complex analytic/algebraic. Any complex algebraic link in S3 is a graph multilink and
the corresponding splice diagram can be deduced from the Puiseux pairs [7, Appendix 1]. Of course not
all the graph multilinks in S3 are complex algebraic. Eisenbud and Neumann [7, Theorem 9.4] gave the
precise condition for a graph multilink to be complex algebraic.

Similarly an isolated singularity of a real analytic function h WR4!R2 determines a Milnor fibration in
S3 under the condition that the Jacobian matrix of h has rank 2 on an open neighborhood of the origin,
except the origin. This is the Milnor condition. A link is said to be real analytic/algebraic if it is the
singularity link of a real analytic/algebraic map h WR4!R2 that satisfies the Milnor condition. In the
absence of the Milnor condition, there might not even exist a Milnor fibration. In the particular case
hD f Ng where f and g are holomorphic functions, [19] and [20] discuss the Milnor fibration in the link
exterior and the geometry of the fibration near the singularity link.

The isotopy class of a multilink is encoded in a plumbing tree that is decorated with arrows having
multiplicities for the link components. When a multilink is isotopic to the singularity of a holomorphic
germ, the plumbing tree for the multilink can be obtained as the dual tree of any normal crossing resolution
of the function. Since Lf Ng as an unoriented link is Lf [Lg , it follows that the resolution graph of a
real algebraic germ of the form f Ng is nothing but the resolution graph of fg with negative signs for the
multiplicities of the link components corresponding to g. Passing to the corresponding splice diagram as

Algebraic & Geometric Topology, Volume 25 (2025)
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described in [7, Section 20], we conclude that the conditions in [7, Theorem 9.4] are necessary for real
algebraicity via f Ng. Namely these conditions are:

(i) the weights of all vertices are positive;

(ii) for every splicing ˛0ˇ0 > ˛1 � � �˛n �ˇ1 � � �ˇm where ˛0, ˇ0 are the weights of the spliced compo-
nents and ˛i ; ǰ are the remaining weights around the two nodes.

Thus we immediately conclude that (IV) in Figure 1 fails (i) for real algebraicity via f Ng, and the splicings
(II-I) and (II-III) fail (ii). Moreover any splicing involving (IV) either fails (i) or (ii). So the only cases in
the previous section that satisfy the necessary conditions (i) and (ii) are (I), (II), (III) and any segment of
(III-I-I-. . . ).

Having said these, the following theorem explains exactly when the singularity link of a real algebraic
germ of the form f Ng has a real algebraic open book.

Theorem 3.1 [19, Theorem 5.1] Let f W .C2; 0/! .C; 0/ and g W .C2; 0/! .C; 0/ be two holomorphic
germs with isolated singularities and having no common branches. Then the real analytic germ f Ng has an
isolated singularity at 0 if and only if the link Lf �Lg is fibered.

Moreover , if this condition holds , then the Milnor fibration of the link Lf �Lg is given by f Ng=kf Ngk.

Let us elaborate in our running examples.

Example 3.2 For �2uC1 D 1 consider the functions

f .x; y/D y

uY
iD1

.xp
C �iyp�1/ and g.x; y/D x

2uY
jDuC1

.xp
C �jyp�1/:

After resolving the germ of fg, we obtain the plumbing diagram of Lf Ng given in Figure 4. As in [7,
Section 20], we can obtain the splice diagram of the singularity link from the plumbing diagram and see
that it is isotopic to the multilink of type (I) in Figure 1. Since we have already noted that the multilink is
fibered, it follows from Theorem 3.1 that f Ng has an isolated singularity and the fibration of the multilink
which we investigated in the previous section is the Milnor fibration of the germ. Observe also that the
branch f Nx D 0g corresponds to the singular link component of weight p, fy D 0g corresponds to the
singular component of weight p � 1 and the positively (respectively negatively) oriented u copies of
.p; p � 1/ cables around fx D 0g component correspond to the branches

˚Qu
iD1.x

p C �iyp�1/ D 0
	

(respectively
˚Qu

iD1 .x
pC �iyp�1/D 0

	
).

Example 3.3 Similarly we observe that the singularity links of the real algebraic germs�
xy

uY
iD1

.xq
C�iy/

�
�

�u�1Y
jD1

.xqC �uCjy/

�
and

�uC1Y
iD1

.x3
C�iy2/

�
�

�
Nx Ny

uY
jD1

.x3C �uCjC1y2/

�
are isotopic to the fibered multilinks of type (II) and (III) in Figure 1 respectively; therefore have isolated
singularities at the origin and engender Milnor fibrations.
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u

u

p� 2

�1 �2 �2 �2

�p

�
p2

p2� 1

� �
p2� 2p� 2

p2� 2p� 3

� �
p2� 3p� 3

p2� 3p� 4

� �
p

p

�

�
p2�p� 1

p2�p� 2

�
Figure 4: Dual tree of a resolution � of fg with associated multiplicities given in the parentheses
which are the multiplicities mf

i and mg
i of f ı� and g ı� , respectively, along the irreducible

component for the i th exceptional divisor. As a side remark we recall that Lf �Lg is fibered if
and only if mf

i ¤m
g
i at the rupture vertices [20, Corollary 2.2].

As for the graph multilinks obtained via splicing in the previous section, a priori they might not be
algebraic. Consider the positively oriented graph multilink isotopic to the multilink (I-I). This multilink is
complex algebraic when q > p [7, Theorem 9.4]. The corresponding holomorphic function can be easily
deduced from the holomorphic germs related to the spliced components as follows. Recall that we splice
the component corresponding to the branch fxD 0g of a multilink L1 of type (I) with weights for singular
fibers p; p�1 with the component fyD 0g of a multilink L2 of type (I) with weights q; q�1. By isotopy,
the nonsingular link components of L1 which are .p; p�1/ cables of fxD 0g can be realized as .p�1; p/
cables of the fy D 0g component of L1. As we splice, we remove the spliced link components and keep
the remaining ones. The resulting multilink is a positive Hopf link with 2u many .p�1; p/ cables around
the link component fy D 0g (coming from L1) and 2v many .q; q� 1/ cables around the link component
fx D 0g (coming from L2). Again by isotopy, .p � 1; p/ cables around the former component can be
seen as .p; p� 1/ cable around the latter. The resulting multilink is the union of all components of the
spliced multilinks except the ones we spliced. Thus the corresponding holomorphic function is nothing
but the product of the algebraic functions corresponding to branches. Since the spliced multilink (I-I) is
the above multilink where some of the link components are oriented negatively, it becomes real algebraic
when q > p and the corresponding real algebraic map is the map where we take the conjugate of the
algebraic functions corresponding to the branches that are oriented negatively. The real algebraic map
corresponding to this graph multilink is of the form f Ng and is given by

(3-1) Nxy

uY
iD1

.xp
C �iyp�1/

2uY
jDuC1

.xpC �jyp�1/

vY
iD1

.xq
C �iyq�1/

2vY
jDuC1

.xqC �jyq�1/:

Thus Theorem 3.1 assures real algebraicity of the open book. Similarly, the graph multilink (I-I-I) is real
algebraic when p < q < r and the multilink (III-I) is real algebraic when p > 3.
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In [15] it is proven that if the link components of a fibered multilink in a homology 3-sphere are canonically
oriented (or all those orientations are reversed), then the multilink is the binding of an open book which
supports a tight contact structure; otherwise the supported contact structure is overtwisted. So one can
conclude that the Milnor open books of the real algebraic links we have constructed so far support
overtwisted contact structures in S3.

4 Calculation of the 3-dimensional invariant from open books

In this section we recall how to detect the overtwisted contact structures compatible with the Milnor
fibered multilinks constructed in the previous sections using the monodromy data.

Recall that two overtwisted contact structures on S3 are contact isotopic if and only if they are homotopic
as 2-plane fields [8]. Moreover the homotopy class of a 2-plane field is determined by the induced spinc

structure and the d3 invariant (see [12; 23]). Since S3 has a unique spinc structure, the overtwisted
structures on S3 are classified by their d3 invariants, which take values in ZC 1

2
(see eg [6]). There may

be various ways to compute the d3 invariant of a given contact structure. One can even compute the
enhanced Milnor number as explained in [17] or in a way similar to [14] (in the latter the real algebraic
functions are so-called “convenient” while ours in Section 3 are not). Here, bearing in mind the fillings
of contact 3-manifolds, we will use the method in [11] to calculate d3 from the monodromy data of the
compatible open book.

It is known that given an achiral Lefschetz fibration on a 4-manifold W with fibers F with boundary, W
can be described as F �D2 with 2-handles attached to some vanishing cycles 
i with appropriate framings.
The Lefschetz fibration on W induces an open book decomposition and hence a contact structure on @W .
The contact structure induced on @W is obtained by contact .C1/=.�1/-surgeries on the Legendrian
realizations of the vanishing cycles of respectively negative/positive critical points, each embedded in
distinct fibers of the open book; the contribution to the monodromy is respectively a left/right handed
Dehn twist about the vanishing cycle. In the reverse direction given a 3-manifold with an open book
decomposition, the monodromy data determines an achiral Lefschetz fibration on a 4-manifold which on
the boundary gives the given open book.

It should be noted that 2-handle attachments with .�1/ framing result in an honest Lefschetz fibration
carrying a natural almost complex structure which is the extension of the one on D2 � F . However,
attaching a 2-handle with .C1/ framing gives an achiral Lefschetz fibration which does not have a natural
almost complex structure that comes from extending the older one. It is shown in [6] that if W0 is
the handlebody decomposition of the 4-manifold admitting the Lefschetz fibration constructed via k
.C1/-surgeries, W D W0 # kCP 2 (with the same boundary) has a natural almost complex structure.
When the second cohomology has no torsion (where W is assumed to have no 1-handles) one has the
following formula (see [10] or [11]) which is the generalization of the similar statement in [6]:

(4-1) d3.�/D
1
4
.c2.W /� 2�.W /� 3�.W //C k:
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Here �.W / and �.W / are the signature and the Euler characteristic ofW . The Chern class c 2H 2.W IZ/

is the Poincaré dual to
Pn

iD1 r.
i /Ci where Ci is the cocore of the 2-handle attached along the vanishing
cycle 
i , and r.
i / is the rotation number of 
i . Since c.W /j@W D c.�/ is zero, c.W / 2H 2.W / comes
from a class in H 2.W; @W / thus can be squared. A way to calculate r.
i / on a page is explained in [11]
in detail. The rotation number is equal to the winding number of the projection of the curve to a page
with respect to the orientation on the Kirby diagram obtained by the usual orientation of D2 extended
over 1-handles.

5 Proof of Theorem 1.1

We have seen that the multilinks (I), (II) and (III) in Figure 1 are fibered with planar pages (see Section 2.1)
and are real algebraic via functions of the form f Ng while the multilink (IV) is not (see Section 3). Splicing
together these multilinks in the forms (III-I), (I-I), (I-I-. . . ), (III-I-I-. . . ) leads wider families of planarly
fibered multilinks (Section 2.2) which are also real algebraic via functions of the form f Ng (Section 3). Our
ongoing discussion shows that these are all possible fibered multilinks which are real algebraic via functions
of the form f Ng. Moreover there is no other fibered multilink in S3 with planar pages. In fact, for a fibered
Seifert multilink with n components the Euler number of a page F is �.F /D jl j �

�
2�kC

Pk
jDnC1 1= j̨

�
with k � n and j̨ � 1 [7, page 91]. In order to have F planar, �.F / must equal 2�n. Equating, we get
either nD 2 or jl j D 1. In both cases k is arbitrary and j̨ D 1 for all n < j � k. The case nD 2 gives
nothing but a Hopf link in S3. The latter case where jl j D 1 is all that appear in Figure 1.

Furthermore we have noted that the corresponding contact structures are overtwisted (see Section 3). In
this section, we calculate their d3 invariants and show what overtwisted contact structures on S3 are
supported by those real algebraic planar open books. We only focus on the graph multilinks (I-I), (III-I)
and (I-I-I) as the families (III-I-I-. . . ) and (I-I-. . . ) with larger d3 invariants do not provide different
contact structures. This discussion will be tied in Section 5.7 to prove Theorem 1.1.

5.1 Overtwisted structures via (I)

We first consider the family of multilinks of type (I). Recall that the open books that they determine have
pages .2uC 2/ times punctured spheres (denoted by †0;2uC2). Moreover the monodromy (2-1) of the
open book is

� D ap
� b�.p�1/

� c�1
1 � � � c

�1
u � d

1
1 � � � d

1
u ;

where a, b and c are boundary parallel curves. Observe that the number of negative Dehn twists in this
expression is pCu� 1.

As we discussed in Section 4, via the monodromy information of the given open book decomposition we
can construct a 4-manifold with boundary S3 as the underlying space of an achiral Lefschetz fibration. In
that way we can calculate the d3 invariant of the overtwisted contact structure on S3 supported by the
open book. Now, since the pages have .2uC2/ boundary components, we first attach .2uC1/ 1-handles
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< l a t e x i t  s h a 1 _ b a s e 6 4 = " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

< l a t e x i t  s h a 1 _ b a s e 6 4 = " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

< l a t e x i t  s h a 1 _ b a s e 6 4 = " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

< l a t e x i t  s h a 1 _ b a s e 6 4 = " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

< l a t e x i t  s h a 1 _ b a s e 6 4 = " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

< l a t e x i t  s h a 1 _ b a s e 6 4 = " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

< l a t e x i t  s h a 1 _ b a s e 6 4 = " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

< l a t e x i t  s h a 1 _ b a s e 6 4 = " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

< l a t e x i t  s h a 1 _ b a s e 6 4 = " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >< l a t e x i t  s h a 1 _ b a s e 6 4 = " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

< l a t e x i t  s h a 1 _ b a s e 6 4 = " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >< l a t e x i t  s h a 1 _ b a s e 6 4 = " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t > < l a t e x i t  s h a 1 _ b a s e 6 4 = " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t > < l a t e x i t  s h a 1 _ b a s e 6 4 = " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

< l a t e x i t  s h a 1 _ b a s e 6 4 = " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

< l a t e x i t  s h a 1 _ b a s e 6 4 = " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

< l a t e x i t  s h a 1 _ b a s e 6 4 = " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

< l a t e x i t  s h a 1 _ b a s e 6 4 = " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

X Z1 � � � Z2u�1 Yc1

.C1/

du

.�1/

.�1/

a1 � � � ap

.C1/

b1 � � � bp�1

X Z1
� � �

Z2u�1 Y

Figure 5: Kirby diagram for the 4-manifold corresponding to (I).

to D4 to get D2 �†0;2uC2. Then, we attach 2-handles along Legendrian copies of boundary parallel
curves on †0;2uC2 with framing˙1, depending on the parity of the Dehn twist. The resulting 4-manifold
W is given in Figure 5.

The 1-chain group C1.W / of W has a basis fX; Y;Z1; : : : ; Z2u�1g and C2.W / has a basis

fa1; : : : ; ap; b1; : : : ; bp�1; c1; : : : ; cu; d1; : : : ; dug:

The boundary map D W C2.W /! C1.W / is given by

D.aj /DX; j D 1; : : : p;

D.bj /D Y; j D 1; : : : p� 1;

D.c1/DZ1�X; D.ci /DZi �Zi�1; i D 2; : : : u;

D.du/D Y �Z2u�1; D.di /DZuCi �ZuCi�1; i D 1; : : : u� 1:

Thus, H2.W / has a basis with generators�
a1� a2; : : : ; ap�1� ap; b1� b2; : : : ; bp�2� bp�1; b1�

uX
iD1

.ci C di /� ap

�
:

Since rankH0 D 1, rankH1 D 0 and rankH2 D 2p� 2, we get �.W /D 2p� 1.

Note that a2
j D�1D d

2
j and b2

j D 1D c
2
j . So the squares of the basis elements are .aj � ajC1/

2 D�2,
.bj �bjC1/

2D 2 and
�
b1�

Pu
iD0.ciCdi /�ap

�2
D 0. Thus in this basis the intersection matrix is QI as

given in Appendix A. We also compute in Appendix B that �.W /D �.QI/D 0, and detQI D .�1/
p�1.

To calculate the square of the first Chern class, we chose an orientation of the curves and compute the
rotation numbers of the curves with respect to the orientation induced from blackboard. Thus we get
r.a/ D 0 D r.b/, r.ci / D �1 and r.di / D �1. Note that the calculation of c2 is independent of the
chosen orientations. Let us denote the cocores of the 2-handles attached along ai , bj , ck and dl by Ai ,
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Bj , Ck and Dl respectively. Then c.W / is Poincaré dual to �
�Pu

iD1 Ci C
Pu

jD1Dj

�
. This evaluates

on the basis above as w D .0; : : : ; 2u/T . Hence,

c2.W /DQW .PD.c.W ///D w
TQ�1w D

4u2 � .�1/p�1 � .p� 1/ �p

.�1/p�1
D 4u2p.p� 1/:

Inserting the results of the previous steps in (4-1) we get

(5-1) d3.�/D
1
4

�
4u2.p� 1/p� 2.2p� 1/� 3 � 0

�
C .pCu� 1/D u2p.p� 1/Cu� 1

2
:

5.2 Overtwisted structures via (II)

We perform similar calculation for the multilinks (II) given in Figure 1. The associated monodromy (2-2)
has qCu negative Dehn twists. After following the same steps to construct the 4-manifold W we find
�.W /D qC 1, and as pointed out in Appendix B, �.W /D q. Similarly as before, we have

c2.W /D .2u� 1/2q:

Inserting in (4-1) we get

(5-2) d3.�/D
1
4

�
.2u� 1/2q� 2.qC 1/� 3q

�
C .qCu/D u.u� 1/qCu� 1

2
:

5.3 Overtwisted structures via (III)

As for the multilinks (III) in Figure 1, the associated monodromy (2-3) has uC 1 negative Dehn twists.
The constructed 4-manifold W has �.W /D 5, and as pointed out in Appendix B, �.W /D�2. Moreover,

c2.W /D
.2uC 1/2 � �6

�1
D 6.2uC 1/2:

Inserting in (4-1) we get

(5-3) d3.�/D
1
4

�
6.2uC 1/2� 2 � 5� 3 � .�2/

�
C .uC 1/D 6u.uC 1/CuC 2� 1

2
:

5.4 Overtwisted structures via (I-I)

We consider the graph multilinks (I-I) obtained by splicing two multilinks of type (I), as we have
constructed in Figure 2, top left. The monodromy (2-5) of the associated open book has qCuC v� 1
negative Dehn twists.

Since the monodromy is obtained by the monodromies of the splice components, to construct the 4-
manifold, we can use the Kirby diagrams for the splice components. One can see that the Kirby diagram of
the spliced multilink can be constructed as follows. We identify the 1-handles corresponding to the spliced
boundary components, thus the 2-handles whose attaching circles corresponds to the Dehn twists along
that boundary components cancel. By means of the new Dehn twist contributions to the monodromy, we
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= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t > = " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

.�1/ .C1/ .�1/ .C1/
� � � � � �

du c1 fv e1

.C1/

a1 � � � ap�1

.C1/


1 � � � 
q�p

.�1/

b1� � �bq

˛1

� � �

p̨ ˇ1

� � �

ˇq�1

� � � � � �

Figure 6: Kirby diagram for the 4-manifold corresponding to (I-I). The faded ends of the previous
diagrams are the deleted blocks.

add new 2-handles whose attaching circles are along the identified boundary component. Consequently,
we see that the corresponding 4-manifold has the Kirby diagram given in Figure 6.

Furthermore, H2.W / has a basis with generators

a1� a2; : : : ; ap�2� ap�1; 
1� 
2; : : : ; 
k�1� 
k; b1� b2; : : : ; bq�1� bq;


1C

� uX
iD1

ci C di

�
� ap�1; b1C

� vX
iD1

ei Cfi

�
� 
k :

Since rankH0 D 1, rankH1 D 0 and rankH2 D 2q� 2, we have �.W /D 2q� 1.

Note that, a2
j D c

2
j D e

2
j D 


2
j D 1 and b2

j D d
2
j D f

2
j D �1. So the squares of the basis elements

are .aj � ajC1/
2 D 2, .
j � 
jC1/

2 D 2, .bj � bjC1/
2 D�2,

�

1C

�Pu
iD1 ci C di

�
� ap�1

�2
D 2 and�

b1C
�Pv

iD1 ei C fi

�
� 
k

�2
D 0. In this basis the intersection matrix is QI-I as given in Appendix A.

We compute in Appendix B that �.W /D �.QI-I/D 0, and detQI-I D .�1/
q�1.

Note that, r.a/D r.
/D r.b/D 0, r.ci /D�1, r.di /D�1, r.ei /D�1 and r.fi /D�1. Therefore,

c.W /D�

uX
iD1

.Ci CDi /�

vX
jD1

.Ej CFj /:

This evaluates on the basis above as w D .0; : : : ;�2u;�2v/T . In order to calculate c2, it is sufficient to
calculate the inverse of last 2� 2 block of QI-I. We deduce that

c2.W /D 4u2p.p� 1/C 8uvq.p� 1/C 4v2q.q� 1/:

Explicit calculations can be found in Appendix B.

Inserting all these results in (4-1) we get

d3.�/D
1
4
.4u2p.p� 1/C 8uvq.p� 1/C 4v2q.q� 1/� 2.2q� 1/� 3 � 0/C qCuC v� 1

D u2p.p� 1/C v2q.q� 1/C 2uvq.p� 1/CuC v� 1
2
:

As we have seen, the information about the resulting graph link and its fibration can be deduced from the
splice components easily. In the next example, we will construct a wider family of overtwisted contact
structures and observe how the procedure goes on.
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5.5 Overtwisted structures via (I-I-I)

We consider the graph multilinks (I-I-I) obtained by splicing three multilinks of type (I), as we have
constructed in Figure 3. The monodromy (2-6) of the associated open book has rCuCvCw�1 negative
Dehn twists. By the same arguments as in the previous example, the corresponding 4-manifold has the
Kirby diagram given in Figure 7.

Then H2.W / has a basis with generators

a1� a2; : : : ; ap�2� ap�1; 
1� 
2; : : : ; 
q�p�1� 
q�p;

�1� �2; : : : ; �r�q�1� �r�q; b1� b2; : : : ; br�1� br ; 
1C

� uX
iD1

ci C di

�
� ap�1;

�1C

� vX
iD1

ei Cfi

�
� 
q�p; b1C

� wX
iD1

gi C hi

�
� �r�q:

Since rankH0 D 1, rankH1 D 0 and rankH2 D 2r � 2, we have �.W /D 2r � 1.

Note that a2
j D c

2
j D e

2
j D g

2
j D 


2
j D �

2
j D 1 and b2

j D d
2
j D f

2
j D h

2
j D�1. So the squares of the basis

elements are

.aj�ajC1/
2
D 2; .
j�
jC1/

2
D 2; .�j��jC1/

2
D 2; .bj�bjC1/

2
D�2;�


1�

� uX
iD1

ciCdi

�
�ap�1

�2

D 2;

�
�1�

� vX
iD1

eiCfi

�
�
q�p

�2

D 2;

�
b1�

� wX
iD1

giChi

�
��r�q

�2

D 0:

In this basis the intersection matrix is QI-I-I as given in Appendix A. We compute in Appendix B that
detQI-I-I D .�1/

q�1.

As we discussed in the previous example the number of positive eigenvalues is

.p� 2/C .q�p� 1/C .r � q� 1/C 3D r � 1

and the number of negative eigenvalues is .r � 1/. Thus, �.W /D 0.

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t > = " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t > = " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

= " ( n u l l ) " > ( n u l l ) < / l a t e x i t >

.�1/ .C1/ .�1/ .C1/ .�1/ .C1/
� � � � � �

du c1 fv e1 hy
g1

.C1/

a1 � � � ap�1

.C1/


1 
q�p

.C1/

�1 �r�q

.�1/

b1 � � � br

� � � � � �

Figure 7: Kirby diagram for the 4-manifold corresponding to (I-I-I).
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Note that, r.a/D r.b/D r.
/D r.�/D 0, whereas r.ci /D�1, r.di /D�1, r.ei /D�1, r.fi /D�1,
r.gi /D�1 and r.hi /D�1. Therefore, we have

c.W /D�

uX
iD1

.Ci CDi /�

vX
jD1

.Ej CFj /�

wX
jD1

.Gj CHj /:

This evaluates on the basis above as w D .0; : : : ;�2u;�2v;�2w/T . In order to calculate c2, it is
sufficient to calculate the inverse of the last 3� 3 block of QI-I-I. The calculations in Appendix B show

c2.W /D 4u2p.p� 1/C 4v2q.q� 1/C 4w2r.r � 1/C 8uvq.p� 1/C 8uwr.p� 1/C 8vwr.q� 1/:

Inserting in (4-1) we get

(5-4) d3.�/D
1
4

�
4u2p.p�1/C4v2q.q�1/C4w2r.r�1/C8uvq.p�1/

C8uwr.p�1/C8vwr.q�1/�2�.2r�1/�3�.0/
�
C.rCuCvCw�1/

D u2p.p�1/Cv2q.q�1/Cw2r.r�1/

C2uvq.p�1/C2uwr.p�1/C2vwr.q�1/CuCvCw� 1
2
:

5.6 Overtwisted structures via (III-I)

We consider the graph multilinks (III-I) obtained by splicing two multilinks of type (III) and (I), as
constructed in Figure 2, bottom left. The monodromy (2-7) of the associated open book has pCuCv�2
negative Dehn twists. H2.W / has a basis with generators

a1� a2; : : : ; ap�1� ap; 
1� 
2; : : : ; 
p�4� 
p�3; b1� b2;


1�

� uX
iD1

ci C di

�
� ap; b1�

vC1X
iD1

ei �

vX
iD1

fi � 
p�3:

In this basis the intersection matrix is QIII-I as given in Appendix A. Similar calculations as before show
that �.W /D 2p� 1, �.W /D�2, detQIII-I D .�1/

p and

c2.W /D .2u; 2vC1/

�
p.p� 1/ 2p

2p 6

�
.2u; 2vC1/T D 4u2p.p�1/C24v2

C8up.2vC1/C24vC6:

Inserting the results of the previous steps into the formula of d3 invariant, we obtain

d3.�/D
1
4
.4u2p.p� 1/C 24v2

C 8up.2vC 1/C 24vC 6� 2.2p� 1/� 3.�2//CpCuC v� 2

D u2p.p� 1/C 6v2
C 2pu.2vC 1/C 6vCuC vC 2� 1

2
:

5.7 Proof of the main theorem

Finally here we prove our main theorem by showing first that the family of fibered multilinks we obtained
by splicing (I-I-I) gives us all the overtwisted contact structures with d3C

1
2
� 431 except d3C

1
2
D 461.

Then we show that all the remaining ones, except for the ones with

d3C
1
2
2 f4; 5; 9; 11; 17; 19; 25; 37; 47; 61; 79; 95; 109g;
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are obtained by the other ways of splicing that we have presented in the previous paragraphs of the present
section. We will give a list for that at the end of the section. We do not know yet if the 13 overtwisted
structures that we have missed are real algebraic.

Let d 2 Z denote the sum d3C
1
2

in (5-4),

d D u2p.p�1/Cv2q.q�1/Cw2r.r�1/C2uvq.p�1/C2uwr.p�1/C2vwr.q�1/CuCvCw;

where the variables are positive integers with the algebraicity condition p < q < r . We fix v D w D 1
once and for all. We will use the three moves below:

(i) Replacing q and r with .qC 1/ and .r � 1/; this increases d by 2.

(ii) As long as p D 2 replacing u with .uC 2/ and r with .r � 2/; this increases d by 4uC 12.

(iii) When p D 2, increasing r by 1; this increases d by 2.r CuC q� 1/.

We start from the state .p; q; r; u; v; w/D .2; 3; r; 1; 1; 1/. These values give d D r2C5rC17, which is
odd. Any application of the moves above produces an odd number. First we will tell how to obtain all
odd integers greater than 431 (except 461) via these moves.

Starting from the initial state and applying the move (iii) for each r increases the sum by 2r C 6. We
discuss how to obtain any odd number between d D r2C5rC17 and dC2rC6D .rC1/2C5.rC1/C17
using the first two moves, provided that r is large enough.

Now starting from the initial state the application of (ii) k times increases d by 4k2C 12k Let k be
the largest integer satisfying 4k2C 12k < 2r C 6. Note that we have k D 1 for 5 < r � 17, k D 2 for
17 < r � 33 and k D 3 for 33 < r � 53.

Furthermore any odd number between d C 4c2C 12c and d C 4.cC 1/2C 12.cC 1/ for 0� c < k can
be obtained by applying move (i) 1

2
.8cC 16/� 1 D 4cC 7 times. Recall that we have the restriction

q < r and that application of moves (i) and (ii) decreases r . Hence in order to obtain all the values in
between we must have qC 4cC 7 < .r � 2c/� 4c � 7, ie r > 10cC 17 for any 0� c < k.

When c D 0, any odd number between d and d C 16 can be obtained by applying move (i) 7 times.
Therefore, we have the restriction that qC 7 < r � 7, hence r > 17.

We have observed above that for 17 < r � 33, the move (ii) is applied twice. Hence for c D 1 any odd
number between d C 16 and d C 40 can be obtained for r > 27. For 17 < r � 27, there are few values
less than d C 40 that we cannot obtain in this way.

As for 33 < r � 53, we can apply move (ii) thrice. Since r > 27, we have observed above that any sum
between d and d C 40 can be obtained. For c D 2 for the numbers between d C 40 and d C 72, we
must have r > 37. Hence whenever 37 < r � 53 we can obtain any odd number between d and d C 72.
For 33 < r � 37 we cannot obtain all the numbers in between though. For larger r (more precisely for
r > 37) the inequality r > 10cC 17 is always satisfied so that we can obtain any odd number between
d C 4c2C 12c and d C 4.cC 1/2C 12.cC 1/.
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Finally in order to obtain any odd number between d C4k2C12k and d C2rC6 via move (i), we must
have

r � 2k�

�
2r C 6� 4k2� 12k

2
� 1

�
> 3C

2r C 6� 4k2� 12k

2
� 1;

ie r < 4k2C 10k � 7. Recall that k is the largest integer satisfying 4k2C 12k < 2r C 6. Comparing
these inequalities, one can see that when r > 33 any odd number in between can be obtained via move (i).
As a result we conclude that for r � 18, ie starting from d D 431 all the odd integers are obtained, except
some finitely many missed ones for 29� r � 37. Precisely the number of these missed ones is 45.

Here one can find the exact states that give these missing numbers on a computer. Instead we try to enrich
our set of moves in order to obtain most of these 45 numbers. Indeed, at the state .2; 3; r�2; 3; 1; 1/ when
we have the sum d C16, we increase p and q by 1, decrease r by 4 to get to the state .3; 4; r �6; 3; 1; 1/
and the sum d C 36. Then applying the move (i) successively produces the missing numbers between
d C 36 and d C 40. Thereby, we can obtain 18 out of 30 missing odd numbers between 17 < r � 27.
For the 15 missing odd numbers between 29 � r � 37, we replace p; q; r by pC 2, qC 5 and r � 11
at the state .2; 3; r � 2; 3; 1; 1/ to get to the state .4; 8; r � 13; 3; 1; 1/ and the sum d C 62. Again, the
application of the move (i) successively produces all the odd numbers between d C 62 and d C 2r C 6.
For the remaining 12 missing odd numbers smaller than dC36, at the state .2; 3; r�2; 3; 1; 1/ we replace
u with uC 4, and r with r � 5. Application of this move increases the sum by 6u� 2rC 30, thus we can
obtain all the odd numbers except d D 461.

To obtain even numbers, we start from the state .2; 3; r; 2; 1; 1/ that gives the even integer d D r2C7rC30.
Then move (iii) increases the sum by 2r C 8. We will now obtain any even number between d and
d C 2r C 8 D .r C 1/2C 7.r C 1/C 30 by applying the first two moves. Let k be the largest integer
satisfying 4k2C 16k < 2r C 8. Applying (ii) k times takes us to the state .2; 3; r � 2k; 2C 2k; 1; 1/
and increases the value by 4k2 C 16k. Each application of (ii), while passing from the step uC 2k
to uC 2.kC 1/, increases the value by 8kC 20. Note that k D 1 for 6 < r � 20, we have k D 2 for
20 < r � 38 and k D 3 for 38 < r � 60.

Any number between d C 4c2C 16c and d C 4.cC 1/2C 16.cC 1/ for 0� c < k can be obtained by
applying move (i) 4cC 9 times. In order to obtain all the sums in between we must have r > 10cC 21
for any 0 � c < k. When c D 0 any even number between d and d C 20 can be obtained by applying
move (i) 9 times for r > 21. We observed above that for 20 < r � 38 we apply (ii) twice. Hence any even
number between d C 20 and d C 48 (ie for c D 1) can be obtained whenever r > 31. For 20 < r � 31
there are few values less than d C 48 that we cannot obtain in this way.

For 38 < r � 60 we can apply (ii) thrice. Any sum between d and d C 48 can be obtained as discussed
in the previous arguments. For c D 2, for the numbers between d C 48 and d C 84 we must have r > 41.
As a result, when 41 < r � 60, we can obtain any even number between d and d C 84. Moreover, larger
r values always satisfy r > 10cC 21 and we can obtain any even number between d C 4c2C 16c and
d C 4.cC 1/2C 16.cC 1/.
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state d3C
1
2

state d3C
1
2

state d3C
1
2

state d3C
1
2

Type I, (p,u) (2,1) 3 (5,1) 21 (2,5) 55 (10,1) 91
(3,1) 7 (6,1) 31 (8,1) 57 (11,1) 111
(4,1) 13 (7,1) 43 (9,1) 73 (12,1) 133

Type II, (q,u) (2,1) 1 (5,3) 33 (7,3) 45 (12,3) 75
(4,3) 27 (6,3) 39 (10,3) 63 (15,3) 93

Type III, (u) (0) 2 (1) 15 (3) 77
Type III-I, (p,u,v) (4,1,0) 23 (2,2,1) 49 (10,1,0) 113 (4,5,0) 347

(2,3,0) 35 (7,1,0) 59
Type I-I, (p,q,u,v) (2,3,2,1) 29 (3,5,2,1) 87 (4,5,2,1) 131 (2,6,3,2) 215

(2,4,2,1) 39 (3,4,1,2) 89 (2,7,4,1) 135 (2,14,2,1) 249
(2,3,1,2) 41 (2,5,4,1) 97 (4,6,2,1) 153 (2,7,3,2) 275
(2,5,2,1) 51 (3,6,2,1) 105 (4,5,1,2) 155 (2,4,3,4) 313
(2,6,2,1) 65 (2,6,4,1) 115 (2,8,4,1) 157 (3,11,4,1) 387
(2,4,1,2) 69 (2,9,2,1) 119 (2,11,2,1) 165 (7,8,1,2) 461
(3,4,2,1) 71 (2,3,1,4) 127 (3,6,1,2) 177
(2,7,2,1) 81 (3,5,1,2) 129 (2,9,4,1) 181

Type I-I-I, (p,q,r,u,v,w) (2,3,4,1,1,1) 53 (3,5,8,1,1,1) 201 (2,4,6,2,1,2) 281 (2,6,13,1,1,1) 359
(2,3,5,1,1,1) 67 (3,6,7,1,1,1) 203 (2,3,14,1,1,1) 283 (2,7,12,1,1,1) 361
(2,3,6,1,1,1) 83 (4,5,7,1,1,1) 205 (2,4,13,1,1,1) 285 (2,8,11,1,1,1) 363
(2,4,5,1,1,1) 85 (2,3,6,5,1,1) 207 (2,5,12,1,1,1) 287 (2,9,10,1,1,1) 365
(2,3,4,3,1,1) 99 (2,3,9,3,1,1) 209 (2,6,11,1,1,1) 289 (2,3,9,3,3,1) 367
(2,3,7,1,1,1) 101 (2,4,8,3,1,1) 211 (2,3,9,5,1,1) 291 (2,3,14,3,1,1) 369
(2,4,6,1,1,1) 103 (2,5,7,3,1,1) 213 (2,4,8,5,1,1) 293 (2,4,13,3,1,1) 371
(3,4,5,1,1,1) 107 (2,3,4,3,3,1) 217 (2,5,7,5,1,1) 295 (2,5,12,3,1,1) 373
(2,3,5,3,1,1) 117 (2,3,7,1,3,1) 219 (4,6,9,1,1,1) 297 (2,6,11,3,1,1) 375
(2,3,8,1,1,1) 121 (2,3,12,1,1,1) 221 (2,3,12,3,1,1) 299 (2,7,10,3,1,1) 377
(2,3,4,1,1,1) 123 (2,4,11,1,1,1) 223 (2,4,11,3,1,1) 301 (2,8,9,3,1,1) 379
(2,5,6,1,1,1) 125 (2,5,10,1,1,1) 225 (2,5,10,3,1,1) 303 (2,4,5,3,2,2) 381
(2,3,6,3,1,1) 137 (2,6,9,1,1,1) 227 (2,6,9,3,1,1) 305 (2,3,4,3,5,1) 383
(2,4,5,3,1,1) 139 (2,7,8,1,1,1) 229 (2,7,8,3,1,1) 307 (2,3,7,1,5,1) 385
(2,3,5,2,2,1) 141 (3,6,8,1,1,1) 231 (2,4,9,2,2,1) 309 (3,4,10,3,1,1) 389
(2,3,9,1,1,1) 143 (2,3,7,5,1,1) 233 (2,3,7,2,1,2) 311 (2,3,17,1,1,1) 391
(2,4,8,1,1,1) 145 (2,4,6,5,1,1) 235 (2,5,7,2,2,1) 315 (2,4,16,1,1,1) 393
(2,5,7,1,1,1) 147 (2,3,10,3,1,1) 237 (2,3,15,1,1,1) 317 (2,5,15,1,1,1) 395
(3,4,7,2,1,1) 149 (2,4,9,3,1,1) 239 (2,4,14,1,1,1) 319 (2,6,14,1,1,1) 397
(3,5,6,1,1,1) 151 (2,5,8,3,1,1) 241 (2,5,13,1,1,1) 321 (2,7,13,1,1,1) 399
(2,3,7,2,1,1) 159 (2,6,7,3,1,1) 243 (2,6,12,1,1,1) 323 (2,3,4,8,1,2) 401
(2,4,6,3,1,1) 161 (2,3,4,3,2,2) 245 (2,7,11,1,1,1) 325 (2,9,11,1,1,1) 403
(2,3,6,2,2,1) 163 (2,3,6,2,1,2) 247 (2,8,10,1,1,1) 327 (2,3,4,7,3,1) 405
(2,3,10,1,1,1) 167 (2,3,13,1,1,1) 251 (2,6,7,5,1,1) 329 (2,3,15,3,1,1) 407
(2,4,9,1,1,1) 169 (2,4,12,1,1,1) 253 (3,8,9,1,1,1) 331 (2,4,14,3,1,1) 409
(2,5,8,1,1,1) 171 (2,5,11,1,1,1) 255 (2,3,13,3,1,1) 333 (2,5,13,3,1,1) 411
(2,6,7,1,1,1) 173 (2,6,10,1,1,1) 257 (2,4,12,3,1,1) 335 (2,6,12,3,1,1) 413
(3,5,7,1,1,1) 175 (2,7,9,1,1,1) 259 (2,5,11,3,1,1) 337 (2,7,11,3,1,1) 415
(4,5,6,1,1,1) 179 (2,3,8,5,1,1) 261 (2,6,10,3,1,1) 339 (2,8,10,3,1,1) 417
(2,3,8,3,1,1) 183 (2,4,7,5,1,1) 263 (2,7,9,3,1,1) 341 (2,3,4,7,3,1) 419
(2,4,7,3,1,1) 185 (2,5,6,5,1,1) 265 (2,4,10,2,2,1) 343 (2,3,8,1,5,1) 421
(2,5,6,3,1,1) 187 (2,3,11,3,1,1) 267 (2,4,5,3,3,1) 345 (2,3,5,2,2,3) 423
(2,3,5,2,1,2) 191 (2,4,10,3,1,1) 269 (2,5,8,2,2,1) 349 (2,3,10,7,1,1) 425
(2,3,11,1,1,1) 193 (2,5,9,3,1,1) 271 (2,3,7,1,2,2) 351 (2,4,9,7,1,1) 427
(2,4,10,1,1,1) 195 (2,6,8,3,1,1) 273 (2,3,16,1,1,1) 353 (2,4,10,1,3,1) 429
(2,5,9,1,1,1) 197 (2,3,9,1,3,1) 277 (2,4,15,1,1,1) 355
(2,6,8,1,1,1) 199 (2,3,5,2,4,1) 279 (2,5,14,1,1,1) 357

Table 1: How to obtain the overtwisted structures with d3C
1
2
� 461 (except 4, 5, 9, 11, 17, 19,

25, 37, 47, 61, 79, 95 and 109).
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Finally in order to obtain any even number between dC4k2C16k and dC2rC8 via move (i), we must
have r < 4k2C 14k� 9. Checking for the values of k, one can see that the above condition is satisfied
for r > 41. As a result we conclude that for r � 17, ie starting from d D 438 all the even integers are
obtained, except some finitely many missed ones. Precisely the number of these missed ones is 78.

We have the following additional operations to produce the missed even numbers. To obtain the ones
between d C 14 and d C 20, at the state .2; 3; r; 2; 1; 1/ we increase p and q by 1 and decrease r by 3.
The new state .3; 4; r � 3; 2; 1; 1/ gives the sum d C 12. Then we apply the move (i) successively to
produce all the missing even numbers in between. For the missed even numbers between d C 48 and
d C 84, at the state .2; 3; r � 4; 6; 1; 1/ we decrease u by 4, r by 14 and increase p and q by 6 to get the
state .8; 9; r � 18; 2; 1; 1/ and the sum d C 72. Then applying the move (i) successively produces all the
missing even integers between d C 78 and d C 84.

Moreover, at the state .2; 3; r �2; 4; 1; 1/ with dC20, in order to obtain the missed ones between dC20
and d C 48, we decrease u by 2, r by 7 and increase p and q by 3 which increases the sum by 16. As
before, we can successively apply the move (i) to obtain the missing ones between d C 36 and d C 48.
However, for the small values of r , 18 of the missing even numbers cannot be obtained because of the
restriction q < r in each step. We have realized that 12 of these 18 missing numbers can be produced
by the application of the move (i) successively at the states .2; 3; r � 7; 8; 1; 1/ with the sum d C 38.
Lastly, one can see that the remaining sums 520, 558, 714, 766, 820, 876 can be obtained by the states
.5; 6; 8; 1; 2; 1/, .4; 6; 10; 1; 2; 1/, .5; 7; 10; 1; 2; 1/, .5; 7; 11; 1; 2; 1/, .5; 7; 12; 1; 2; 1/, .5; 7; 13; 1; 2; 1/.

Up to now we have proved that any overtwisted structure with d3C
1
2
� 431 (except 461) can be obtained

by (I-I-I) splicing. Note that for the multilinks (II), the supported contact structures have d3C
1
2
D 2qC2

whenever uD 2. Therefore the even values of d3C
1
2

which are between 6 and 431 can be obtained by
the multilinks of type (II). Via computer assistance we find that the ones with all the other smaller d3’s
(except 4; 5; 9; 11; 17; 19; 25; 37; 47; 61; 79; 95; 109) are obtained via splicings as shown in Table 1 (note
that usually there is more than one way to construct each case; here we give single samples).

Appendix A Intersection matrices

Here, we give the intersection matrices of the 4-manifolds that we have constructed in Section 5, in the
bases we presented there.

Let Jn and QJn be the matrices

Jn D

0BBBBBBB@

2 �1 0 � � � 0

�1 2 �1 0
:::

0 �1
: : : � � � 0

::: 0 � � � 2 �1

0 � � � 0 �1 2

1CCCCCCCA
n�n

; QJn D

0BBBBBBB@

�2 1 0 � � � 0

1 �2 1 0
:::

0 1
: : : � � � 0

::: 0 � � � �2 1

0 � � � 0 1 �2

1CCCCCCCA
n�n

:
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Then the intersection matrices for (I), (II) and (III) are

QI D

0BBBBBBBBB@

QJp�1

�1

1

Jp�2

�1 1 0

1CCCCCCCCCA
; QII D

0BB@ Jq�1

1

1 1

1CCA ; QIII D

0BB@
�2 1 0 0

1 �2 0 �1

0 0 �2 �1

0 �1 �1 �1

1CCA :

The intersection matrices for the 4-manifolds obtained for the spliced graph multilinks (I-I) and (I-I-I) are
respectively as follows; here a D �1 if q D pC 1 and a D 0 for q > pC 1; b D �1 if r D qC 1 and
b D 0 for r > qC 1:

QI-ID

0BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB@

Jp�2

1

1

Jq�p�1

1

�1

QJq�1

1 1 2 a

1 �1 a 0

1CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCA

; QI-I-ID

0BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB@

Jp�2

1

1

Jq�p�1

1

1

Jr�q�1

1

�1

QJr�1

1 1 2 a

1 1 2 b

1 �1 a b 0

1CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCA

:

Finally here is the intersection matrix for the 4-manifold obtained for the spliced graph multilink (III-I);
here aD�1 if p D 4 and aD 0 for p � 4:

QIII-I D

0BBBBBBBBBBBBB@

QJp�1

�1

1

Jp�4

1

�2 �1

�1 1 0 a

1 �1 a 1

1CCCCCCCCCCCCCA
:
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Appendix B Determinant, signature and c2 computation

Here, we give detailed calculations for the results about the intersection matrices we used in Section 5.
For practical reference we summarize these results in Table 2.

B.1 The matrix QI

First we compute the diagonalization of the intersection matrix QI above. Consider the lower triangular
matrix Sn with its ij entry (i � j ) being equal to j=i . It can be easily seen that JnD SnDnS

T
n and QJnD

Sn.�Dn/S
T
n whereDnD diag

�
2; 3

2
; : : : ; nC1

n

�
. It follows that detJnD nC1 and det QJnD .�1/

n.nC1/.

Thus we see that QI D SDS
T where

D D diag
�
�2;�

3

2
; : : : ;�

p

p� 1
; 2;

3

2
; : : : ;

p� 1

p� 2
;

1

p.p� 1/

�
and

S D

0BBBBBBBBB@

Sp�1

�1

1

Sp�2

�
1
p
� � � �

p�1
p
�

p�2
p�1

� � � �
1

p�1
1

1CCCCCCCCCA
:

We conclude that �.QI/D 0 and detQI D .�1/
p�1.

Similarly, signatures and determinants of the intersection matrices for (II) and (III) can be calculated as
given in Table 2.

B.2 The matrix QI-I

As for the intersection matrix QI-I above for the splicing (I-I), we first show that detQI-I D .�1/
q�1.

Then we compute the signature and c2.

� det c2

QI 0 .�1/p�1 4u2p.p� 1/

QII q 1 .2u� 1/2q

QIII �2 �1 6.2uC 1/2

QI-I 0 .�1/q�1 4u2p.p� 1/C 8uvq.p� 1/C 4v2q.q� 1/

QI-I-I 0 .�1/q�1 4u2p.p�1/C4v2q.q�1/C4w2r.r�1/C8uvq.p�1/C8uwr.p�1/C8vwr.q�1/

QIII-I 0 1 8u2C 24v2C 32uvC 8uC 8v

Table 2: Signatures and determinants of the intersection matrices and the corresponding c2.
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Let J 0n (respectively J 00n ) be the matrix obtained by removing the last (respectively the first) column of
the matrix Jn.

We assume that q > pC 1, ie a D 0 in QI-I; it can be shown that the results are the same in the case
q D pC 1. Now we calculate detQI-I via its last row. We observe that it is equal to .�1/q�1 times the
sum of the determinantsˇ̌̌̌

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ

Jp�2

1

1

J 0q�p�1

1

�1
QJq�1

1 1 2

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ

C

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ

Jp�2

1

1

Jq�p�1

1

�1
QJ 00q�1

1 1 2

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ

:

Now we move the last column of each matrix above to the positions of the removed columns, ie in the first
matrix we move the .2q�3/rd column to the .q�3/rd position and in the second matrix to the .q�2/nd

position. These row exchanges multiply the determinants by .�1/.2q�3�qC3/ and .�1/.2q�3�qC2/,
respectively. Since ˇ̌̌̌

J 0n
1

ˇ̌̌̌
D detJn�1;

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌ �1

QJ 00n

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌D� det QJn�1 D .�1/

nn;

we have

detQI-I D .�1/
q�1

�
.�1/q�1

�detJ 0p�2 �detJ 0q�p�1 �
QJq�1C.�1/

q�1
�detJp�2 �detJ 000q�p�1 �det QJq�1

C.�1/q �2�detJp�2 �detJ 0q�p�1 �det QJq�1

�
C.�1/q�1

�
.�1/q �detJ 0p�2 �detJq�p�1 � QJ

00
q�1C.�1/

q
�detJp�2 �detJ 00q�p�1 �det QJ 00q�1

C.�1/q�1
�2�detJp�2 �detJq�p�1 �det QJ 00q�1

�
D .�1/qq.q�2/�.�1/q.q�1/2

D .�1/q�1:

Now we compute the signature of QI-I. This matrix is of the form�
A BT

B C

�
where A, B and C are .2q� 4/� .2q� 4/, 2� .2q� 4/ and 2� 2 symmetric matrices respectively. Let
S1 and S2 be the orthogonal matrices that diagonalize A and C �BA�1BT respectively. Define

S D

�
S1 0

�S2BA
�1 S2

�
:
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It can be easily seen that

SQST
D

"
S1AS

T
1 0

0 S2.C �BA
�1BT /ST

2

#
:

Hence

�.QI-I/D �.SQI-IS
T /D �.S1AS

T
1 /C �.S2.C �BA

�1BT /ST
2 /

D �.A/C �.C �BA�1BT /:

We know that Jn and QJn are diagonalizable and are positive definite and negative definite respectively.
Therefore, A has .p�2/C.q�p�1/D q�3 positive and q�1 negative eigenvalues. Moreover it is easy
to observe that C �BA�1BT is positive definite, hence has 2 positive eigenvalues. Thus �.QI-I/D 0.

Now we compute c2. As we have observed, the basis of H2.W IZ/ given in Section 5.1, c.W / evaluates
on as w D .0; : : : ;�2u;�2v/T . Hence, in order to calculate c2, it is sufficient to calculate the inverse of
the last 2� 2 block of QI-I. Let D denote this matrix and dij be its .i; j / entry. We claim

d11 D
cofac11

detQI-I
D p.p� 1/; d12 D d21 D q.p� 1/; d22 D q.q� 1/:

To prove these we compute the cofactors explicitly. First,

cofac11 D

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ

Jp�2

Jq�p�1

1

�1
QJq�1

1 �1 0

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ

D .�1/q.�1/q�1 detJp�2�detJ 0q�p�1�det QJq�1C.�1/
q.�1/q�2 detJp�2�detJq�p�1�det QJ 00q�1

D .�1/qq.p�1/.q�p�1/C.�1/q�1.q�1/.p�1/.q�p/

D .�1/q�1p.p�1/:

The following determinants are evaluated by induction:

J n D

ˇ̌̌̌
J 00n

1

ˇ̌̌̌
D .�1/2J n�1 D 1 and

ˇ̌̌̌
Jn

1

ˇ̌̌̌
D 0:
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Therefore,

cofac12 D .�1/
p�1

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌

J 0p�2

Jq�p�1

1

�1
QJq�1

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌
C .�1/p

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌

Jp�2

J 00q�p�1

1

�1
QJq�1

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌

D 0C .�1/p.�1/p�1.�1/q�1q.p� 1/

D .�1/qq.p� 1/;

cofac22 D

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ

Jp�2

1

1

Jq�p�1

QJq�1

1 1 2

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ

D .�1/p�1.�1/p detJ 0p�2 � detJq�p�1 � det QJq�1

C .�1/p.�1/p�1 detJp�2 � detJ 00q�p�1 � det QJq�1C 2 detJp�2 � detJq�p�1 � det QJq�1

D .�1/q�1q.q� 1/:

As a result, we conclude that

c2.W /D .�2u;�2v/

�
p.p� 1/ q.p� 1/

q.p� 1/ q.q� 1/

�
.�2u;�2v/T D 4u2p.p�1/C8uvq.p�1/C4v2q.q�1/:

B.3 The matrix QI-I-I

Now we consider the splicing (I-I-I) and the associated intersection matrix QI-I-I given in Appendix A. We
omit the calculations of the cases when a and b are nonzero since they give the same results. Calculating
the determinant of the intersection matrix with a D b D 0 with respect to its last three rows as in the
previous example we have

detQI-I-I D .�1/
r�1r.r�q�1/.q�2/C.�1/r�1r.r�q�2/.q�1/�2.�1/r�1r.r�q�1/.q�1/

C.�1/r.r�1/.r�q/.q�2/C.�1/r.r�1/.r�q�1/.q�1/�2.�1/r.r�1/.r�q/.q�1/

D .�1/r�1:
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Moreover c.W / evaluates on the given basis of H2.W IZ/ as w D .0; : : : ;�2u;�2v;�2y/T . In order
to calculate c2, it is sufficient to calculate the inverse of the last 3� 3 block D of QI-I-I. We have

D D

0@p.p� 1/ q.p� 1/ r.p� 1/q.p� 1/ q.q� 1/ r.q� 1/

r.p� 1/ r.q� 1/ r.r � 1/

1A :
We see that

cofac11 D

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ

Jp�2

Jq�p�1

1

1

Jr�q�1

1

�1
QJr�1

1 1 2

1 �1 0

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ

;

which can be calculated with respect to the last two rows, yielding

cofac11 D detJp�2 �detJ 0q�p�1 �detJ 0r�q�1 �det QJr�1CdetJp�2 �detJq�p�1 �detJ 000r�q�1 �det QJr�1

�2 detJp�2 �detJq�p�1 �detJ 0r�q�1 �det QJr�1CdetJp�2 �detJ 0q�p�1 �detJr�q�1 �det QJ 00r�1

CdetJp�2 �detJq�p�1 �detJ 00r�q�1 �det QJ 00r�1�2 detJp�2 �detJq�p�1 �detJr�q�1 �det QJ 00r�1

D .�1/r�1r.p�1/.p�rC1/C.�1/r.r�1/.p�q/.p�r/

D .�1/r�1p.p�1/:

Meanwhile,

cofac22 D

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ

Jp�2

1

1

Jq�p�1

Jr�q�1

1

�1
QJr�1

1 1 2

1 �1 0

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ

;
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which can be calculated with respect to the last two rows, yielding

cofac22 D detJ 0p�2 � detJq�p�1 � detJ 0r�q�1 � det QJr�1C detJp�2 � detJ 00q�p�1 � detJ 0r�q�1 � det QJr�1

� 2 detJp�2 � detJq�p�1 � detJ 0r�q�1 � det QJr�1C detJ 0p�2 � detJq�p�1 � detJr�q�1 � det QJ 00r�1

C detJp�2 � detJ 00q�p�1 � detJr�q�1 � det QJ 00r�1� 2 detJp�2 � detJq�p�1 � detJr�q�1 � det QJ 00r�1

D .�1/rq..p� 2/.q�p/C .p� 1/.q�p� 1/� 2.p� 1/.q�p//D .�1/r�1q.q� 1/:

Similarly,

cofac33 D

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ

Jp�2

1
1

Jq�p�1

1
1

Jr�q�1

QJr�1

1 1 2
1 1 2

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ

;

which can be calculated with respect to the last two rows, yielding

cofac33 D detJ 0p�2 � detJ 0q�p�1 � detJr�q�1 � det QJr�1C detJp�2 � detJ 000q�p�1 � detJr�q�1 � det QJr�1

� 2 detJp�2 � detJ 0q�p�1 � detJr�q�1 � det QJr�1C detJ 0p�2 � detJq�p�1 � detJ 00r�q�1 � det QJr�1

C detJp�2 � detJ 00q�p�1 � detJ 00r�q�1 � det QJr�1� 2 detJp�2 � detJq�p�1 � detJ 00r�q�1 � det QJr�1

C 2 detJ 0p�2 � detJq�p�1 � detJr�q�1 � det QJr�1C 2 detJp�2 � detJ 00q�p�1 � detJr�q�1 � det QJr�1

C 4 detJp�2 � detJq�p�1 � detJr�q�1 � det QJr�1

D .�1/r�1r.r � 1/:

Note also that
Jm D

ˇ̌̌̌
1

J 0m

ˇ̌̌̌
D .�1/m�1;

which follows by induction. Thus

cofac12 D .�1/
r�1.�1/q�1

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌

Jp�2

1
1

J 0q�p�1

J 0r�q�1

1
�1

QJr�1

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌

Algebraic & Geometric Topology, Volume 25 (2025)
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C.�1/r�1.�1/q

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌

Jp�2

1
1

Jq�p�1

J 000r�q�1

1
�1

QJr�1

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌

C .�1/r�1.�1/q�1

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌

Jp�2

1
1

J 0q�p�1

Jr�q�1

1
�1

QJ 00r�1

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌

C .�1/r�1.�1/q

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌

Jp�2

1
1

Jq�p�1

J 00q�r�1

1
�1

QJ 00r�1

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌

D .�1/r�1r.p� 1/.r � q� 1/C 0C .�1/r .r � 1/.p� 1/.r � q/C 0D�.�1/r�1q.p� 1/:

Similarly,

cofac13 D

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ

Jp�2

1
1

Jq�p�1

1
1

Jr�q�1

QJr�1

1 1 2
1 �1 2

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ

;
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which can be calculated with respect to the last two rows, yielding

cofac13 D�.�1/
r�1.�1/p�1 detJp�2 � detJ 0q�p�1 � detJ 0r�q�1 � det QJr�1

C .�1/r�1.�1/p�1 detJp�2 � detJ q�p�1 � detJ 000r�q�1 � det QJr�1

� .�1/r�1.�1/q2 detJp�2 � detJq�p�1 � detJ 0r�q�1 � det QJr�1

� .�1/r�1.�1/p�1 detJp�2 � detJ 0q�p�1 � detJ r�q�1 � det QJ 00r�1

C .�1/r�1.�1/p�1 detJp�2 � detJ q�p�1 � detJ 00r�q�1 � det QJ 00r�1

� .�1/r�1.�1/q2 detJp�2 � detJq�p�1 � detJ r�q�1 � det QJ 00r�1

C2.�1/q�1.�1/p�1 detJp�2 �detJ 0q�p�1 �detJr�q�1 �det QJr�1

C2.�1/q.�1/p�1 detJp�2�detJ q�p�1�detJ 00r�q�1�det QJr�1

C 4 detJp�2 � detJq�p�1 � detJr�q�1 � det QJr�1

D .�1/r�1r.p� 1/:

Finally,

cofac23 D

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌

Jp�2

1

1

Jq�p�1

1

1

Jr�q�1

QJr�1

1 1 2

1 �1 0

ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌̌̌
ˇ̌

which can be calculated with respect to the last two rows, yielding

cofac23 D .�1/
r�1.�1/q�1 detJ 0p�2 � detJq�p�1 � detJ 0r�q�1 � det QJr�1

C .�1/r�1.�1/q�1 detJp�2 � detJ 00q�p�1 � detJ 0r�q�1 � det QJr�1

� .�1/r�1.�1/q�12 detJp�2 � detJq�p�1 � detJ 0r�q�1 � det QJr�1

C .�1/r�1.�1/q�1 detJ 0p�2 � detJq�p�1 � detJ r�q�1 � det QJ 00r�1

C .�1/r�1.�1/q�1 detJp�2 � detJ 00q�p�1 � detJ r�q�1 � det QJ 00r�1

�.�1/r�1.�1/q�12 detJp�2�detJq�p�1�detJ r�q�1�det QJ 00r�1

D�.�1/r�1r.q� 1/:
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As a result, we conclude that

c2.W /D .�2u;�2v;�2y/

0@p.p� 1/ q.p� 1/ r.p� 1/q.p� 1/ q.q� 1/ r.q� 1/

r.p� 1/ r.q� 1/ r.r � 1/

1A .�2u;�2v;�2y/T
D 4u2p.p� 1/C 4v2q.q� 1/C 4y2r.r � 1/C 8uvq.p� 1/C 8uyr.p� 1/C 8vyr.q� 1/:
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