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Unbounded sl3-laminations and their shear coordinates

TSUKASA ISHIBASHI

SHUNSUKE KANO

Generalizing the work of Fock and Goncharov on rational unbounded laminations, we give a geometric
model of the tropical points of the cluster variety Xsl3;†, which we call unbounded sl3-laminations, based
on Kuperberg’s sl3-webs. We introduce their tropical cluster coordinates as an sl3-analogue of Thurston’s
shear coordinates associated with any ideal triangulation. As a tropical analogue of gluing morphisms
among the moduli spaces PPGL3;† of Goncharov and Shen, we describe a geometric gluing procedure of un-
bounded sl3-laminations with pinnings via “shearings”. We also investigate a relation to the graphical basis
of the sl3-skein algebra of Ishibashi and Yuasa (2023), which conjecturally leads to a quantum duality map.

13F60, 57K20, 57K31

1 Introduction

1.1 Background

The notion of measured geodesic laminations (or its equivalent, measured foliations) on a surface was
first introduced by W Thurston [43], as a powerful geometric tool to study the mapping class groups and
the large-scale geometry of the Teichmüller space. After a couple of decades, Fock and Goncharov [11]
studied Thurston’s shear coordinates on the space bML.†/ of (enhanced) measured geodesic laminations
on a marked surface †, which gives a global coordinate system parametrized by the interior edges of an
ideal triangulation 4 of †: bML.†/ ��! Reint.4/. Moreover, they observed that these coordinates can
be viewed as a “tropical analogue” of the cross-ratio coordinates1 on the enhanced Teichmüller space
yT .†/ ��!Reint.4/

>0 studied by Fock and Chekhov [8], as their coordinate transformation rule is exactly
the tropical analogue of that for the latter. These facts indicate that there would be a universal algebraic
object behind the Teichmüller and lamination spaces: this idea leads to the theory of cluster varieties
developed by Fock and Goncharov [13]. In their terms, there is a cluster X -variety2 X uf

† associated with
† such that the spaces yT .†/ and bML.†/ are naturally identified with the spaces X uf

† .R>0/, X
uf
† .R

T / of
positive real points and the real tropical points, respectively. We call the latter space X uf

† .R
T / the tropical

cluster X -variety for short.

1The cross-ratio coordinate is an exponential version of the shear coordinate on the Teichmüller space. In this paper, we always
use the term “shear coordinates” for those on the lamination spaces.
2Here, the superscript “uf” just indicates that it has only unfrozen coordinates. It corresponds to the situation where the
shear/cross-ratio coordinates are defined only for internal edges eint.4/ of an ideal triangulation4.
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1434 Tsukasa Ishibashi and Shunsuke Kano

In general, cluster varieties are schemes constructed from combinatorial data s (such as quivers) equipped
with a birational atlas whose coordinate changes are given by specific rational transformations, called
cluster transformations (see the appendix for a short review of this theory). They always come in a dual
pair .As;Xs/, forming a cluster ensemble. The duality conjecture is a profound conjecture of Fock and
Goncharov [13] that asks for a construction of “duality maps”

IX W Xs.Z
T /!O.As_/ .resp. IA WAs.Z

T /!O.Xs_//

which parametrizes a linear basis of the function ring O.As_/ (resp. O.Xs_/) of the dual cluster variety
by the space Xs.ZT /� Xs.RT / (resp. As.ZT /�As.RT /) of integral tropical points, satisfying certain
strong axioms such as the positivity of structure constants.

In the surface case, the spaces A†.R>0/ and A†.RT / are identified with the decorated Teichmüller and
lamination spaces — see Papadopoulos and Penner [39; 40] — via the �-length and intersection coordi-
nates [11]. The geometric realization of the tropical spaces A†.ZT / X uf

† .Z
T / by integral laminations

[11] leads to a topological construction of the duality maps IX and IA, and their required properties were
proved recently by Mandel and Qin [37] based on a comparison with the theta basis of Gross, Hacking,
Keel and Kontsevich [22]. These duality maps are two kinds of generalizations of the trace function basis
for the function ring of the SL2-character variety of a closed surface, parametrized by loops.

Strongly expected are “higher rank” generalizations of the above picture. The cluster varieties X uf
† and

A† are birationally isomorphic to certain generalizations of the PGL2- and SL2-character varieties;
see Fock and Goncharov [10]. As a generalization for higher rank algebraic groups, there are cluster
varieties X uf

g;† and Ag;† which are birationally isomorphic to the same kind of generalizations XG0;† and
AG;† of character varieties — see Fock, Goncharov and Shen [10; 21] and Le [35] — where the defining
combinatorial data for these cluster varieties only depend on the surface † and a semisimple Lie algebra g.
In particular, X uf

sl2;†
D X uf

† and Asl2;† DA† correspond to the case mentioned above. Goncharov and
Shen [21] introduced a cluster variety Xg;† with frozen coordinates, which is birational to some extension
PG0;† of XG0;†. Hereupon, we have combinatorially defined tropical spaces Ag;†.RT / and Xg;†.RT /,
which should parametrize linear bases of the function rings of the dual varieties with good properties by
the duality conjecture. The spaces Ag;†.RT / and Xg;†.RT / are widely expected to be certain spaces of
g-webs on †, so that the duality maps are built from the web functions on the character variety. However,
such a web description is still missing in general. We remark here that Le [34] gave a description of
these spaces in terms of certain configurations in the affine buildings, which should be ultimately related
to g-webs based on the geometric Satake correspondence (see, for instance, Fontaine, Kamnitzer and
Kuperberg [18]).

For the first nontrivial case gD sl3, major progress on the space Asl3;†.Z
T / has been made by Douglas

and Sun [6; 7] and Kim [32]. They describe this space as an appropriate space of Kuperberg’s sl3-webs
[33] by introducing an sl3-version of the intersection coordinates with an ideal triangulation. Their
coordinates can also be extended to the space Asl3;†.Q

T / by scaling equivariance.

Algebraic & Geometric Topology, Volume 25 (2025)



Unbounded sl3-laminations and their shear coordinates 1435

1.2 Geometric model for the tropical space X uf
sl3;†

.QT /

Our aim in this paper is to describe the tropical cluster variety Xsl3;†.Q
T / on the dual side as a space of

sl3-webs with a different type of boundary conditions and some additional structures at punctures. We
introduce the space Lxsl3.†;Q/ of rational unbounded sl3-laminations on†, which are certain equivalence
classes of nonelliptic signed sl3-webs with positive rational weights (see Section 2.2). Then we define an
sl3-version of the shear coordinates of these objects with respect to an ideal triangulation 4. As in the
sl2-case, we need to perturb the ends incident at punctures (and thus make them spiraling) so that they
intersect with 4 transversely. The spiraling directions are controlled by the signs assigned to each end
of the sl3-web, and this procedure leads to the notion of spiraling diagrams (Definition 3.8) associated
with signed sl3-webs. After a careful study on the “good positions” of a spiraling diagram, we obtain
well-defined shear coordinates.

Theorem 1 (Theorem 3.20) For any marked surface † satisfying conditions (S1)–(S4) in Section 2.1
and its ideal triangulation4 without self-folded triangles , we have a bijection

(1-1) xuf
4
W Lxsl3.†;Q/

��!QIuf.4/;

which we call the shear coordinate system associated with4. Moreover , for any another ideal triangulation
40 of †, the coordinate transformation x40 ı x

�1
4

is a composite of tropical cluster X -transformations.

As a consequence, the shear coordinates combine to give an MC.†/-equivariant bijection

(1-2) xuf
�
W Lxsl3.†;Q/

��! X uf
sl3;†

.QT /:

Therefore, our space Lxsl3.†;Q/ of unbounded sl3-laminations gives a geometric model for the tropical
cluster X -variety X uf

sl3;†
.QT /. In other words, the space Lxsl3.†;Q/ can be viewed as a tropical analogue

of the moduli space XPGL3;† of framed PGL3-local systems [10].

In Section 3.4, we give an explicit inverse map of xuf
4

by gluing local building blocks according to the
shear coordinates, in the same spirit as Fock and Goncharov. The coordinate transformation formula
could be obtained by case-by-case as in [7] for the A-side. However, in order to reduce the length of
computation, we choose to derive it from the computation on the A-side performed by Douglas and Sun
after investigating their relation in detail (see Theorem 2 below). So the second statement in Theorem 1
follows from Theorem 2.

1.3 Unbounded sl3-laminations with pinnings and their gluing

In order to supply the frozen coordinates, we further introduce a larger space Lpsl3.†;Q/ of unbounded
sl3-laminations with pinnings by attaching additional data on boundary intervals, in the same spirit as

Algebraic & Geometric Topology, Volume 25 (2025)



1436 Tsukasa Ishibashi and Shunsuke Kano

Goncharov and Shen’s construction of the moduli space PG0;† [21]. As in their work, these additional
data allow us to glue the sl3-laminations along boundary intervals, which leads to the gluing map

(1-3) qEL;ER W L
p
sl3
.†;Q/! Lpsl3.†

0;Q/

where †0 is the marked surface obtained from † by gluing two boundary intervals EL and ER.

The space Lpsl3.†;Q/ is also suited for the comparison with the works of Douglas and Sun [6; 7] and
Kim [32]. Let Lasl3.†;Q/ denote the space of rational bounded sl3-laminations, which essentially appears
in these works. See Remark 2.10. Then we define a geometric ensemble map

(1-4) Qp W Lasl3.†;Q/! Lpsl3.†;Q/

by forgetting the peripheral components, and assigning pinnings in a certain way. When † has no
punctures, Qp gives a bijection. For these structures, we obtain the following:

Theorem 2 (Theorems 4.7 and 4.11 and Proposition 4.10) Under the same assumption as in Theorem 1,
we have a bijection

(1-5) x4 W L
p
sl3
.†;Q/ ��!QI.4/;

whose coordinate transformations are given by tropical cluster X -transformations (including frozen
coordinates). Via these coordinate systems:

(1) The gluing map qEL;ER coincides with the tropicalization of the amalgamation map [9].

(2) The geometric ensemble map Qp coincides with the tropicalization of the Goncharov–Shen extension
of the ensemble map (A-6).

We will also see in Section 4.4 that the shear coordinates are equivariant under the Dynkin involution �,
which generates Out.SL3/. In particular, we have an MC.†/�Out.SL3/-equivariant bijection

(1-6) x4 W L
p
sl3
.†;Q/ ��! Xsl3;†.Q

T /:

In other words, the space Lpsl3.†;Q/ can be viewed as a tropical analogue of the Goncharov and Shen’s
moduli space PPGL3;† [21].

Property (1) allows one to reduce the computation of coordinate transformations to those for smaller
surfaces. For a surface without punctures, the map Qp is a bijection and property (2) shows that this
map intertwines the two types of cluster transformations. This is our strategy to obtain the coordinate
transformation formula for (1-5).

In our sequel paper [28], we will investigate the unbounded sl3-laminations around punctures in detail,
and study the tropicalizations of the cluster exact sequence of Fock and Goncharov [13] and the Weyl
group actions at punctures introduced by Goncharov and Shen [20] in terms of sl3-laminations. In
the end, the bijections (1-2) and (1-6) turn out to be equivariant under the natural action of the group
.MC.†/�Out.SL3//ËW.sl3/Mı .

Algebraic & Geometric Topology, Volume 25 (2025)
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1.4 Relation to the graphical basis of the skein algebra Sq

sl3;†

As mentioned in the beginning, our space Lpsl3.†;Z/Š Xsl3;†.Z
T / is expected to parametrize a linear

basis of the function ring O.Asl3;†/. When the marked surface has no punctures (hence the exchange
matrix has full-rank), it is also expected to parametrize a linear basis of the quantum upper cluster
algebra Oq.Asl3;†/ of Berenstein and Zelevinsky [3]. On the other hand, a skein model for Oq.Asl3;†/

is investigated in [30] by the first named author and W Yuasa. They study a skein algebra S
q
sl3;†

with
appropriate “clasped” skein relations at marked points, and constructed an inclusion of its boundary-
localization S

q
sl3;†

Œ@�1� into the quantum cluster algebra (and hence into Oq.Asl3;†/). Conjecturally
these algebras coincide with each other. They give a Zq-basis BWebsl3;† of the skein algebra S

q
sl3;†

consisting of flat trivalent graphs. In this paper, we relate our integral sl3-laminations with pinnings to
the basis webs:

Theorem 3 (Theorem 5.2) Assume that † has no punctures. Then we have an MC.†/�Out.SL3/-
equivariant bijection

IqX W L
p
sl3
.†;Z/C ��! BWebsl3;† � S

q
sl3;†

;

where Lpsl3.†;Z/C � Lpsl3.†;Z/ denotes the subspace of dominant integral sl3-laminations. Moreover ,
it is extended to a map IqX W L

p
sl3
.†;Z/ ,! S

q
sl3;†

Œ@�1�, whose image gives a Zq-basis of S
q
sl3;†

Œ@�1�.

The latter correspondence should be a basic ingredient for a construction of the quantum duality map [13]
(see Qin [41, Conjecture 4.14] for a finer formulation as well as Davison and Mandel [5]). See Section 5
for a detailed discussion. Our general expectation is the following:

Conjecture 4 The basis IqX .L
p
sl3
.†;Z// is parametrized by tropical points in the sense of [41, Defini-

tion 4.13]. Namely, for any integral sl3-lamination yL 2 Lpsl3.†;Z/, the quantum Laurent expression of
IqX .yL/ 2A

q
sl3;†

in the quantum cluster fAigi2I associated with a vertex ! 2 Exchsl3;† has the leading
term

�Q
i2I A

xi .yL/
i

�
with respect to the dominance order [41, Definition 4.6], where x.!/ D .xi /i2I is the

shear coordinate system associated with !.

Currently we do not know if it gives a basis with positivity (of Laurent expressions and/or structure
constants), or it requires a modification by using an sl3-version of bracelets; see D Thurston [42]. See
also Allegretti and Kim [1; 2] and Cho, Kim, Kim and Oh [4] for the progress on the positivity problem
for the sl2-case.

1.5 Future directions: real unbounded sl3-laminations

Let Lxsl3.†;R/ be the completion of the space Lxsl3.†;Q/ such that each shear coordinate system
(1-1) extends to a homeomorphism xuf

4
W Lxsl3.†;R/

��! RIuf.4/. It is well defined since the cluster
X -transformations are Lipschitz continuous with respect to the Euclidean metrics on QIuf.4/. We call an

Algebraic & Geometric Topology, Volume 25 (2025)
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element of Lxsl3.†;R/ a real unbounded sl3-lamination, which is represented by a Cauchy sequence in
Lxsl3.†;Q/ with respect to shear coordinates. The space Lxsl3.†;R/ has a natural PL structure, and is
considered to be an sl3-analogue of the space bML.†/ of measured geodesic laminations. Recall that in
the Teichmüller–Thurston theory, the latter PL manifold plays the following roles (among others):

Boundary at infinity of the Teichmüller space The Thurston compactification is a compactification
of the Teichmüller space into a topological disk obtained by attaching the projectivization of bML.†/,
so that the mapping class group action is continuously extended. The measured geodesic laminations
encode the “rate” of degenerations of geodesics in a divergent sequence in the Teichmüller space.
The Thurston compactification is identified with the Fock–Goncharov compactification [14; 24; 34]
X†.R>0/D X†.R>0/[SX†.RT /, which is defined for any cluster X -variety.

Place for analyzing the pseudo-Anosov dynamics The PL action of the mapping class group on
bML.†/ provides us rich information on the dynamics of pseudo-Anosov mapping classes. In particular,
each pseudo-Anosov mapping class has the north-south dynamics on the projectivized space, and its
unique attracting/repelling points are represented by a transverse pair of measured geodesic laminations.
A generalization of these specific properties for elements of a general cluster modular group is proposed
in [25; 26; 27], which we call the sign stability. The equivalence between the “uniform” sign stability and
the pseudo-Anosov property is discussed in [25], based on the identification bML.†/Š X uf

† .R
T /.

It is natural to expect that the space Lxsl3.†;R/ plays the same role in the sl3-case. Since the positive
real part X uf

sl3;†
.R>0/ has been identified with the moduli space of convex RP2-structures on †, the real

unbounded sl3-laminations are expected to encode their degenerations. The PL action of a pseudo-Anosov
mapping class on the space Lxsl3.†;R/ is expected to provide more rich information, which may possibly
lead to a finer classification of pseudo-Anosov mapping classes. Although a concrete description of a
real unbounded sl3-lamination as a certain geometric object (rather than a sequence) is still missing, the
cluster algebraic interpretation of Thurston’s train tracks studied in [31] will be a useful tool.

Generalizations of Thurston’s earthquake maps and the Hubbard–Masur theorem that relates measured
foliations with quadratic differentials will be also interesting topics. A study on a cluster algebraic
analogue of these theories is in progress by the authors with Takeru Asaka.

Organization of the paper

Main part (Sections 2–4) In Section 2, we introduce rational unbounded sl3-laminations and briefly
discuss the relation to the works of Douglas and Sun [6; 7] and Kim [32]. We study the associated
spiraling diagrams and define the shear coordinates in Section 3. The bijectivity of the shear coordinate
systems (1-1) is proved. In Section 4, we introduce pinnings for rational unbounded sl3-laminations
and discuss their gluing and the extended ensemble map. Theorem 2 is proved, and hence the proof of
Theorem 1 is completed.
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Relation to skein theory (Section 5) We investigate the relation to the skein algebra and quantum
duality map in Section 5. Theorem 3 is proved here.

Proofs for the technical statements (Section 6) The proofs of Theorems 3.10 and 3.19 are placed in
Section 6. Logically they do not depend on the contents after the places where the statements are written.

Basic terminology on the cluster varieties and the known results we need for the sl3-case are collected in
the appendix.
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2 Unbounded sl3-laminations and their shear coordinates

2.1 Marked surfaces and their triangulations

A marked surface .†;M/ is a compact oriented surface † together with a fixed nonempty finite set
M�† of marked points. When the choice of M is clear from the context, we simply denote a marked
surface by †. A marked point is called a puncture if it lies in the interior of †, and a special point
otherwise. Let Mı DMı.†/ (resp. M@ DM@.†/) denote the set of punctures (resp. special points), so
that MDMı tM@. Let †� WD† nMı. We always assume the following conditions:

(S1) Each boundary component (if exists) has at least one marked point.

(S2) �2�.†�/CjM@j> 0.

(S3) .†;M/ is not a once-punctured disk with a single special point on the boundary.

We call a connected component of the punctured boundary @�† WD @† nM@ a boundary interval. The
set of boundary intervals is denoted by BD B.†/. We always endow each boundary interval with the
orientation induced from @†. Then we have jM@j D jBj.

Unless otherwise stated, an isotopy in a marked surface .†;M/ means an ambient isotopy in † relative
to M, which preserves each boundary interval setwise. An ideal arc in .†;M/ is an immersed arc in †
with endpoints in M which has no self-intersection except possibly at its endpoints, and not isotopic to
one point.

Algebraic & Geometric Topology, Volume 25 (2025)
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E

i1.E/

i2.E/

Figure 1: The set I.4/ of distinguished points.

An ideal triangulation is a triangulation 4 of † whose set of 0-cells (vertices) coincides with M.
Conditions (S1) and (S2) ensure the existence of such an ideal triangulation, and the positive integer in
(S2) gives the number of 2-cells (triangles). The 1-cells (edges) are necessarily ideal arcs. In this paper,
we always consider an ideal triangulation without self-folded triangles of the form

Such an ideal triangulation exists by condition (S3). See, for instance, [15, Lemma 2.13]. For an ideal
triangulation4, denote the set of edges (resp. interior edges, triangles) of4 by e.4/ (resp. eint.4/, t .4/).
Since the boundary intervals belong to any ideal triangulation, e.4/D eint.4/tB. By a computation on
the Euler characteristics, we get

je.4/j D �3�.†�/C 2jM@j; jeint.4/j D �3�.†
�/CjM@j; jt .4/j D �2�.†

�/CjM@j:

It is useful to equip 4 with two distinguished points on the interior of each edge and one point in the
interior of each triangle, as shown in Figure 1. The set of such points is denoted by I.4/ D Isl3.4/.
This set will give the vertex set of the quiver Q4 associated with 4; see Section A.3. Let I edge.4/

(resp. I tri.4/) denote the set of points on edges (resp. faces of triangles) so that I.4/D I edge.4/tI tri.4/,
where we have a canonical bijection

t .4/ ��! I tri.4/; T 7! i.T /:

When we need to label the two vertices on an edge E 2 e.4/, we endow E with an orientation. Then
let i1.E/ 2 I.4/ (resp. i2.E/ 2 I.4/) denote the vertex closer to the initial (resp. terminal) endpoint
of E. Let I.4/f � I edge.4/ (“frozen”) be the subset consisting of the points on the boundary, and let
I.4/uf WD I.4/ n I.4/f (“unfrozen”). The numbers

jI.4/j D 2je.4/jC jt .4/j D �8�.†�/C 5jM@j;

jI.4/ufj D 2jeint.4/jC jt .4/j D �8�.†
�/C 3jM@j

will give the dimensions of the PL manifolds Lpsl3.†;R/ and Lxsl3.†;R/ respectively.
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2.2 Unbounded sl3-laminations

Recall that a uni-trivalent graph is a (possibly disconnected and/or infinite) graph whose vertices have
valency either one or three. It is allowed to have a loop component (ie a connected component without
vertices). An orientation of a uni-trivalent graph is an assignment of an orientation on each edge and loop
such that any trivalent vertex is either a sink or a source, respectively:

An sl3-web (or simply a web) on a marked surface † is an immersed oriented uni-trivalent graph W on
† such that each univalent vertex lie in Mı[ @�†, and the other part is embedded into int†�. It is said
to be nonelliptic if it has none of the following elliptic faces:

(2-1)

(2-2)

A web is said to be bounded if none of its univalent vertices lie in Mı.

We will mostly deal with finite webs, while infinite ones appear when (and only when) we discuss spiraling
diagrams (Definition 3.8), which are still locally finite except possibly around punctures. When we simply
say an (sl3-)web below, it will mean a finite web. When the web in consideration can be infinite, we will
say a “possibly infinite web”.

Remark 2.1 The exclusion of the internal faces in (2-1) is usual in literature. Indeed, a web containing
these faces can be written as a linear combination of nonelliptic webs in the skein algebra (see Section 5),
and hence not needed as a basis element. The first two faces in (2-2) are excluded as variants of boundary
skein relations [30]. It is also related to the weakly reduced condition in [19]. The third one can be
regarded as a variant for a boundary component without marked points.

Example 2.2 (honeycomb webs) Let T � int†� be an embedded triangle. For each positive integer n,
the incoming (resp. outgoing) honeycomb-web (or pyramid web) in T of height n is the sl3-web dual to
the n-triangulation of T , oriented so that the outer-most edges are incoming to (resp. outgoing from) T .
See the left picture in Figure 2 for an example. We will also use a short-hand presentation as shown in
the right of Figure 2. The embedded image of a honeycomb web in † is simply called a honeycomb. The
ends of a honeycomb can be connected with other oriented arcs or honeycombs on †.

Algebraic & Geometric Topology, Volume 25 (2025)
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DW

Figure 2: A honeycomb-web on a triangle T of height nD 4 (left) and its short-hand presentation (right).

A signed web is a web on † together with a sign (C or �) assigned to each end incident to a puncture.
The following patterns (and their orientation-reversals) of signed ends are called bad ends:

(2-3)
�� �

� � � �

Here � 2 fC;�g. A signed web is said to be admissible if it has no bad ends. In this paper, we always
assume that the signed webs are admissible unless otherwise stated. A bounded web is naturally regarded
as a signed web since we do not need to specify any signs.

Remark 2.3 The latter two types of bad ends will be excluded simply because they will not contribute
to the shear coordinates. On the other hand, a pair of the first type will have nontrivial coordinates, while
there is always another web that attains the same coordinates. So we only need admissible signed webs
to realize the tropical space. It turns out that we need to include the bad ends of first type to define the
Weyl group actions at punctures [28].

Elementary moves of signed webs We are going to introduce several elementary moves for signed
webs. The first two are defined for a web without signs.

(E1) Loop parallel-move (aka flip move [19] or global parallel move [6]):

(2-4) �

(E2) Boundary H-move:

(2-5) �

Similarly for the opposite orientation. We call the face in the left-hand side a boundary H-face.
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(E3) Puncture H-moves:

(2-6) �� � ��

for � 2 fC;�g, and

(2-7) C � � � C � C �

Similarly for the opposite orientation. We call the face in the left-hand side of (2-6) a puncture
H-face.

The following lemma is verified by using (E2) and the first one in (E3):

Lemma 2.4 From the boundary and puncture H-moves , we get the following “arc parallel-moves”
swapping parallel arcs with opposite orientations:

�
�

�
�

�

�

�

�

�0

�0
�

�

�

�0

�0

Here white (resp. black ) circles stand for punctures (resp. special points), and �; �0 2 fC;�g.

Also note that we can always transform any signed web to a signed web without boundary H-faces
(resp. puncture H-faces) by applying (E2) and (E3), respectively. Slightly generalizing the terminology
in [19], such a signed web is said to be boundary-reduced (resp. puncture-reduced). It is said to be
reduced if it is both boundary- and puncture-reduced.

(E4) Peripheral move: removing or creating a peripheral component:

(2-8)

Moreover, we have the moves

C

CC
� C

C
C �

�
� � �

�
�

Similarly for the opposite orientation.
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We will consider the equivalence relation on signed webs generated by isotopies of marked surfaces and
the elementary moves (E1)–(E4). Observe that the moves (E1)–(E4) preserves the admissibility. On the
other hand, a nonelliptic signed web may be equivalent to an elliptic web as the following example shows.

Example 2.5 We have

CC �CC � CC C � � � C

by the puncture H-moves (2-6) and (2-7), where the resulting signed webs are elliptic (having interior
4-gon faces).

Definition 2.6 (rational unbounded sl3-laminations) A rational unbounded sl3-lamination (or a rational
sl3-X -lamination) on † is an admissible, nonelliptic signed sl3-web W on † equipped with a positive
rational number (called the weight) on each component, which is considered modulo the equivalence
relation generated by isotopies and the following operations:

(1) Elementary moves (E1)–(E4) for the underlying signed webs. Here the corresponding components
are assumed to have the same weights.

(2) Combine a pair of isotopic loops with the same orientation with weights u and v into a single loop
with the weight uC v. Similarly combine a pair of isotopic oriented arcs with the same orientation
(and with the same signs if some of their ends are incident to punctures) into a single one by adding
their weights.

(3) For an integer n 2Z>0 and a rational number u 2Q>0, replace a component with weight nu with
its n-cabling with weight u, which locally looks like

nu
�

nn

n

u

�
nu

n

u

u

For a loop or arc component, it is just a successive applications of operation (2). One can also verify
that the cabling operation is associative in the sense that the n-cabling followed by the m-cabling
agrees with the nm-cabling, since nm-cabling is dual to the mth subdivision of an n-triangulation
(recall Figure 2).

See Figure 3 for a global example. Let Lxsl3.†;Q/ denote the set of equivalence classes of the rational
unbounded sl3-laminations on †. We have a natural Q>0-action on Lxsl3.†;Q/ that simultaneously
rescales the weights. A rational unbounded sl3-lamination is said to be integral if all the weights are
integers. The subset of integral unbounded sl3-laminations is denoted by Lxsl3.†;Z/.
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C
C C

�

u1

u2

u3

Figure 3: An example of a rational unbounded sl3-lamination. Here u1, u2 and u3 are arbitrary
positive rational weights.

The sets Lxsl3.†;Q/ and Lxsl3.†;Z/ will be identified with the unfrozen part X uf
sl3;†

.QT / and X uf
sl3;†

.ZT /,
respectively, of the tropical cluster X -variety associated with the pair .sl3; †/ (see Section A.3).

Notation 2.7 In view of the equivalence relation (4), we will occasionally use the following equivalent
notations for honeycombs:

nn

n

�

nn

n

�

nn

n1 n2

with n1 C n2 D n. We may also split an edge of weight n with k edges of weight n1; : : : ; nk with
n1C � � �Cnk D n.

Definition 2.8 (Dynkin involution) The Dynkin involution is the involutive automorphism

�W Lxsl3.†;Q/! Lxsl3.†;Q/; yL 7! yL�;

where yL� is obtained from yL by reversing the orientation of every components of the underlying web,
and keeping the signs at punctures intact. Since all the elementary moves (E1)–(E4) are equivariant under
the orientation-reversion, this indeed defines an automorphism on Lxsl3.†;Q/.

Bounded laminations and the ensemble map

Definition 2.9 (rational bounded sl3-laminations) A rational bounded sl3-lamination (or a rational
sl3-A-lamination) on † is a bounded nonelliptic sl3-web W on † equipped with a rational number
(called the weight) on each component such that the weight on a nonperipheral component is positive.
It is considered modulo the equivalence relation generated by isotopies and the operations (2)–(4) in
Definition 2.6.
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Let Lasl3.†;Q/ denote the space of rational bounded sl3-laminations. We have a natural Q>0-action on
Lasl3.†;Q/ that simultaneously rescales the weights. A rational bounded sl3-lamination is said to be
integral if all the weights are integers. The subset of integral bounded sl3-laminations is denoted by
Lasl3.†;Z/.

Remark 2.10 The space Lasl3.†;Z/ is the same one as the space AL.†IZ/ that appears in Kim’s
work [32, Definition 3.9].3 The space W† in Douglas and Sun’s work [6, Definition 6] is the subset of
Lasl3.†;Z/ consisting of elements with positive peripheral weights. It is straightforward to extend their
coordinate systems by Q>0-equivariance to the rational case, and the space Lasl3.†;Q/ is identified with
the tropical cluster A-variety Asl3;†.Q

T / [32, Theorem 3.39].4

By forgetting the peripheral components, we get the geometric ensemble map

(2-9) p W Lasl3.†;Q/! Lxsl3.†;Q/:

We will see in Section 4 that the geometric ensemble map coincides with the cluster ensemble map (A-2)
via the Douglas–Sun coordinates and our shear coordinates.

3 Shear coordinates

3.1 Essential webs on polygons

Let Dk denote a disk with k � 2 special points. In what follows, we simply refer to Dk as a k-gon. We
say that an sl3-web W on Dk is taut if for any compact embedded arc ˛ whose endpoints lie in a common
boundary interval E, the number of intersection points of W with E does not exceed that of W with ˛.
See Figure 4. Following [6], we call a nonelliptic, taut sl3-web an essential web. These essential webs on
polygons are basic building blocks for the bounded sl3-laminations studied in [6]. We recall the concrete
description of the essential webs for k D 2; 3 following [6, Sections 2.7 and 2.8] and [19, Sections 8
and 9], including additional infinite webs needed for our purpose.

The biangle (2-gon) case Let EL and ER denote the boundary intervals of a biangle D2. A (finite)
symmetric strand set on D2 is a pair S D .SL; SR/ of finite collections of disjoint oriented strands (ie
germs of oriented arcs), where the oriented strands in SZ are located on EZ for Z 2 fL;Rg such that the
number of incoming (resp. outgoing) strands on EL is equal to the outgoing (resp. incoming) strands
on ER. See the left-most picture in Figure 5 for an example.

3Indeed, an element of our space Lasl3.†;Z/ can be represented by a reduced web [32, Definition 3.3] by applying the boundary
H-moves, and we can rescale the weights on honeycombs to be 1 by the operation (4) in Definition 2.6.
4Here note that there is a subset of Lasl3.†;Z/ formed by congruent laminations [32, Definition 3.38] which is identified with

the tropical cluster A-variety Asl3;†.Z
T /.
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˛

W

Figure 4: Example of a nontaut web in D3.

Given a symmetric strand set S D .SL; SR/, the associated ladder-web W.S/ on D2 is constructed as
follows. First, let Wbr.S/ be the unique (up to ambient isotopy of D2) collection of oriented curves
connecting strands in SL with those in SR in the order-preserving and minimally intersecting way. See
the middle picture in Figure 5. It is characterized by the pairing map f W SL! SR, which is an order-
preserving bijection that maps each incoming (resp. outgoing) strand of SL to an outgoing (resp. incoming)
strand of SR. The associated ladder-web W.S/ is obtained from Wbr.S/ by replacing each intersection
with an H-web, as follows:

(3-1)  

Conversely, the collection Wbr.S/ is called the braid representation of the ladder-web W.S/. It is known
that all the essential webs on D2 arise in this way:

Proposition 3.1 [6, Proposition 19; 19, Section 8] The ladder-web W.S/ is an essential web on D2
for any symmetric strand set S . Conversely , given an essential web W on D2, there exists a unique
symmetric strand set S such that W DW.S/.

For the study of unbounded sl3-webs, we need the following infinite extension of the symmetric strand
sets.

Figure 5: Construction of the ladder-webs. Left: a symmetric set S . Middle: the corresponding
collection of oriented curves Wbr.S/. Right: the associated ladder-web W.S/.
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K

˛1

˛2

K 0

˛01

˛02

Figure 6: An asymptotically periodic symmetric strand set and the associated ladder webs
corresponding to the two choices of compact strips K and K 0.

Definition 3.2 (asymptotically periodic symmetric strand sets) An asymptotically periodic symmetric
strand set S D .SL; SR/ on D2 consists of countable collections SL and SR of disjoint oriented strands,
where the oriented strands in SZ are located on EZ without accumulation points for Z 2 fL;Rg. The
oriented strands are required to be symmetric, and periodic away from a compact set (see Figure 6).
Namely, we require that there exists a compact strip K �D2 nM such that

� K is bounded by two parallel arcs, ˛1 and ˛2, transverse to the boundary intervals of D2, and
˛1[˛2 avoiding the strand sets SL and SR;

� the pair .SL\K;SR \K/ is a finite symmetric strand set;

� the orientation patterns of the strands in the sets SL and SR that belong to D2 nK are periodic,
and the pairing map fK W SL\K! SR \K of finite symmetric strand set can be extended to an
order-preserving bijection f W SL! SR that maps each incoming (resp. outgoing) strand of SL to
an outgoing (resp. incoming) strand of SR.

Unlike the finite case, the pairing map f may not be unique, as it depends on the choice of the compact
strip K. Given such a pair .S; f /, we get a collection Wbr.S; f / of oriented curves mutually in a minimal
position, and the associated ladder-web W.S; f / just in the same manner as in the finite case. We call
W.S; f / the ladder-web associated with the pair .S; f /. It is possibly an infinite web.

Definition 3.3 An unbounded essential web on D2 is the isotopy class of the ladder-web associated with
a pair .S; f / as above.

Among the others, the following way of fixing a pairing map turns out to be useful in this paper.

Definition 3.4 A pinning of an asymptotically periodic symmetric strand set S D .SL; SR/ is a pair
pZD .p

C

Z ; p
�
Z/ of points inEZ away from the set SZ forZ2fL;Rg. The resulting tuple yS WD .S I pL; pR/

is called a pinned symmetric strand set.
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Figure 7: The H-move across an arc.

Then we define the pairing map as follows. For Z 2 fL;Rg, let us decompose SZ D SCZ tS
�
Z , where SCZ

(resp. S�Z ) denotes the subset of incoming (resp. outgoing) strands. Then there exist orientation-reversing
homeomorphisms f˙ WEL!ER such that f˙.S˙L /D S

�

R and f˙.p˙L /D p
�

R . Then we get the unique
pairing map

f yS WD fC tf� W S
C

L tS
�
L ! S�R tS

C

R ;

which determines the collection Wbr. yS/ WDWbr.S; f yS / of oriented curves and the associated ladder-web
W. yS/ WDW.S; f yS /.

The triangle (3-gon) case Let D3 be a triangle. Recall that we have honeycomb-webs on D3, which are
dual to n-triangulations of D3.

Proposition 3.5 [6, Proposition 22; 19, Theorem 19] A honeycomb-web is reduced (rung-less in terms
of [6]) and essential. Conversely , any connected reduced essential web on D3 having at least one trivalent
vertex is a honeycomb-web.

Consequently, any reduced essential web on D3 consists of a unique (possibly empty) honeycomb
component together with a collection of disjoint oriented arcs located on the corners of D3. These oriented
arcs are called corner arcs. Similarly to the biangle case, we may allow the collection of corner arcs to be
semi-infinite and asymptotically periodic.

Definition 3.6 An unbounded reduced essential web on D3 is the isotopy class of a disjoint union of a
(possibly empty) reduced essential web on D3 and at most one semi-infinite periodic collection of corner
arcs around each corner.

3.2 Good position of an unbounded sl3-lamination

Let 4 be an ideal triangulation of † without self-folded triangles. Recall from [6, Section 3] that a
bounded sl3-web W on † is generic with respect to 4 if none of its trivalent vertices intersect with the
edges of4, andW intersects with4 transversely. A generic isotopy is an isotopy of webs through generic
webs. Recall the parallel-equivalence of bounded webs, which is the equivalence relation generated by
isotopies of marked surface and the loop parallel-move (E1). A generic bounded web W is said to be in
minimal position with respect to 4 if it minimizes the sum of the intersection numbers with the edges of
4 among those parallel-equivalent to W . Then we have:
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Figure 8: The intersection reduction moves across an arc.

Proposition 3.7 [6, Proposition 27; 19, Section 6] Any parallel-equivalence class of nonelliptic bounded
webs on † has a representative in minimal position with respect to4. Moreover , such a representative
is unique up to a sequence of H -moves across edges of4 (Figure 7), loop parallel-moves , and generic
isotopies.

Indeed, the minimal position is realized by appropriately applying the intersection reduction moves (aka
tightening moves) across edges of 4 shown in Figure 8.

The split ideal triangulation y4 is obtained from 4 by replacing each edge E into a biangle BE . We
say that a bounded web W on † is in good position with respect to y4 if the restrictions W \BE for
E 2 e.4/ (resp. W \T for T 2 t .4/) are an essential (resp. reduced essential) webs. Then it is known
that any parallel-equivalence class of nonelliptic bounded webs on † has a representative in good position
with respect to y4; such a representative is unique up to a sequence of modified H-moves (Figure 9),
loop parallel-moves, and generic isotopies for y4 [6, Proposition 30; 19, Corollary 18]. Using such a
representative, the Douglas–Sun coordinates are defined [6, Section 4].

Now let us consider a signed web W on †. In this case, W is no more parallel-equivalent to a web in
good position in the above sense. To resolve this, we introduce the following notion:

Definition 3.8 (spiraling diagram) Let W be a nonelliptic signed web on †. Then the associated
spiraling diagram W is a (possibly infinite and noncompact) sl3-web obtained by the following two steps.

(1) In a small disk neighborhood Dp of each puncture p 2Mı, deform each end of W incident to p
into an infinitely spiraling curve, according to their signs as shown in Figure 10. Let W 0 be the
resulting diagram.

Figure 9: The modified H-move [6] (aka crossbar pass [19]) across a corner.
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W

Cp

Figure 10: Construction of a spiraling diagram. The negative sign similarly produce an end
spiraling counterclockwise.

(2) A pair of ends incident to a common puncture p with the opposite sign produce infinitely many
intersections in W 0. We then modify these intersections into H-webs in a periodic manner, as
follows. By applying an isotopy in Dp , we can make these intersections only occurring in a single
half-biangle Bp in Dp with special point p, without producing additional intersections.5 Then
W 0\Bp DWbr.Sp/ for an asymptotically periodic symmetric strand set Sp on Bp. By replacing
the biangle part Wbr.Sp/ with the associated ladder-web W.Sp/, we get the spiraling diagram W .
Since W \ .Dp nBp/ consists of oriented corner arcs, the result does not depend on the choice
of Bp.

See Figure 11 for a local example. A global example arising from Figure 3 is shown in Figure 12.

Definition 3.9 The spiraling diagram W is in a good position with respect to a split triangulation y4 if
the intersection W \BE (resp. W \T ) is an unbounded essential (resp. reduced essential) local web for
each E 2 e.4/ and T 2 t .4/.

The loop parallel-move and the boundary H-move of a spiraling diagram are similarly defined as before,
so that the construction of spiraling diagram from a signed web is equivariant under these moves. We
define the modified periodic H-move of a spiraling diagram in a good position across a corner to be the
periodic application of the modified H-move to be the periodic parts of the unbounded essential local
webs on biangles. By a strict isotopy relative to a split triangulation y4, we mean an isotopy on a marked
surface † which is the identity on each edge of y4 and a neighborhood of each puncture.

Theorem 3.10 (proof in Section 6.1) Any spiraling diagram arising from a nonelliptic signed web on
† can be isotoped into a good position with respect to y4 by a finite sequence of intersection reduction

5Concretely, this can be done as follows. If we fix a polar coordinates .r; �/, r < r0 for some r0 > 0 on the punctured disk
Dp n fpg, each spiraling curve can be modeled by the logarithmic spiral `˙.a/: � D ˙ log.ar/ for some parameter a > 0.
Then an elementary calculation shows that the intersection points of `C.a1/ and `�.a2/ lie on a single line, which is viewed as
the union of two rays. Then we can collectively push these rays into a chosen half-biangle Bp only by smoothly varying the
coordinate function � . By the standard argument involving a smooth cut-off function, we can also modify this “angular” isotopy
to be identity near @Dp .
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Dp

C C

p
 

Dp

Bp

 

Dp

Bp

Figure 11: Construction of a spiraling diagram. Replace intersections with H-webs in a periodic manner.

moves , H-moves , and strict isotopies relative to y4. Moreover , such a good position is unique up to a
sequence of modified H-moves , modified periodic H-moves , loop parallel-moves , boundary H-moves ,
and strict isotopies relative to y4.

Indeed, we can obtain a representative in a good position by successively applying the intersection
reduction moves (Figure 8) and then pushing the H-faces into biangles by the H-move (Figure 7). An
example of this procedure is illustrated in Figure 13. The main issue here is to ensure that this procedure
always terminates in finite steps, which is discussed in Section 6.1 in detail.

While the spiraling diagram itself is suited to discuss its good position, the following braid representation
will be useful to define the shear coordinates:

Definition 3.11 (braid representation of a spiraling diagram) Let W be a spiraling diagram in a good
position with respect to y4. Then its braid representation W4br is obtained from W by replacing the
unbounded essential web W \BE on each biangle BE with its braid representation.

The braid representation is closely related to (an unbounded version of) global picture [6, Definition 55].
See also Section 6.2.

Figure 12: A global example of spiraling diagram arising from the underlying signed nonelliptic
web in Figure 3.
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C �

C

�

C

C

W W

W 0 W 00

Figure 13: An example of the procedure to place a spiraling diagram in good position.

3.3 Definition of the shear coordinates

Now we define the shear coordinates associated with an ideal triangulation 4 of † without self-folded
triangles. Let y4 be the associated split triangulation.

Given a rational sl3-lamination yL 2 Lxsl3.†;Q/, represent it by an sl3-web W together with rational
weights on its components and signs at the ends incident to punctures. Let W be the associated spiraling
diagram together with rational weights on the components, placed in good position with respect to y4.
Let W4br be its braid representation, together with well-assigned rational weights on its components. The
shear coordinates of yL are going to be defined out of W4br .

For each E 2 eint.4/, let QE be the unique quadrilateral containing E as its diagonal, regarded as the
union of two triangles, TL and TR, and the biangle BE . By Proposition 3.5, the restriction of W4br to
each of TL and TR has at most one honeycomb web, which is represented by a triangular symbol as in
Notation 2.7. We call any strand in the braid representative W4br \QE that is incident to the triangular
symbol in TL (if exists) a TL-strand. Similarly, we define TR-strands. It is possible that an arc is both
TL- and TR-strand, in which case it connects the two honeycombs. By removing the TL- and TR-strands,
remaining is a collection of (possibly intersecting) oriented curves, which we call the curve components.
See Figure 17 below.

Algebraic & Geometric Topology, Volume 25 (2025)



1454 Tsukasa Ishibashi and Shunsuke Kano

TL TR

m

n xuf
4

00

n

m

TL TR

n

m

xuf
4

00

�n

�m

Figure 14: Contributions from curve components.

Definition 3.12 (sl3-shear coordinates) The (sl3-)shear coordinate system

xuf
4
.yL/D .x4i .

yL//i2Iuf.4/ 2QIuf.4/

is defined as follows. First, for each E 2 eint.4/, the coordinates assigned to the four vertices in the
interior of QE only depends on the restriction W4br \QE .

(1) Each curve component contributes to the edge coordinates according to the rule shown in Figure 14.

(2) The honeycomb on the triangle TL contributes to xuf
4
.yL/ as in Figure 15. Namely, the face

coordinate counts the height of the honeycomb web, where a sink (resp. source) is counted
positively (resp. negatively). The edge coordinates counts the contributions from TL-strands,
where we have n1 left-turning ones, n2 straight-going ones (which are also TR-strands), and n3
right-turning ones.

(3) The honeycomb on the triangle TR and the TR-strands contribute in the symmetric way with respect
to the � rotation of the figure.

Then the shear coordinates are defined to be the weighted sums of these contributions.

Remark 3.13 (1) Notice that the rule shown in Figure 14 is an “oriented version” of the Thurston’s
shear coordinates (see Section 3.5). Indeed, the sign of contribution is determined by the crossing
pattern as in the sl2-case, and it contributes to the coordinates on the right side of the oriented
curve.
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TL TR
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n

n2

n1

n3

xuf
4
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0
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xuf
4

0�n

0

n3

Figure 15: Contributions from the honeycomb of height nD n1C n2C n3 on the triangle TL.
Observe that the n2 straight-going TL-strands do not contribute.

(2) The shear coordinates of the first honeycomb component shown in Figure 15 is the same as the
sum of shear coordinates of the three honeycomb components shown in Figure 16.

Proposition 3.14 The shear coordinate system xuf
4
.yL/ 2QIuf.4/ is well defined , and we get a map

xuf
4
W Lxsl3.†;Q/!QIuf.4/:

Proof It is not hard to see that the operations appearing in Theorem 3.10 that move a spiraling diagram in
a good position to another good position do not change the shear coordinates. For example, the modified
H-move always involves a pair of oriented curves in the opposite directions in the braid representation,

n1

n1

n1

n2

n2

n2

n3

n3

n3

Figure 16: Basic honeycomb components.
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C

C

W W W4br

xuf
4

13

0

�1

Figure 17: An example of a signed web W restricted to QE , the associated spiraling diagram W ,
its braid representation W4br , its shear coordinates are shown order. In W4br , there are two
honeycomb components and infinitely many curve components.

and hence preserves the contribution from the pair. It follows that the shear coordinates are well defined
for a given spiraling diagram, not depending on the choice of a good position with respect to y4.

We need to check that the elementary moves (E1)–(E4) of signed webs do not change the shear coordinates.
It is easy to see the invariance for the loop parallel-move (E1). The braid representatives of spiraling
diagrams associated with the local signed webs in (2-5)–(2-7) are obtained as follows:

W W CC CC � C C �

W W

W4br W

D

�

D  

�

  

�

 

 D  D  D

D

Here the braid representatives are not quite the same in the first two cases, but both have the same shear
coordinates. Thus the shear coordinates are invariant under the moves (E2) and (E3). The invariance
under the peripheral move (E4) is similarly verified, where the signed web in the left-hand side produces
a peripheral component in its spiraling diagram.

The shear coordinates are clearly invariant under operations (2) and (3) in Definition 2.6, and hence do
not depend on the choice of a signed Q>0-weighted web representing an unbounded sl3-lamination.

Notation 3.15 We will write x4T WD x4
i.T /

for a triangle T of 4, and x4E;s WD x4
is.E/

for an oriented edge
E of 4 and s D 1; 2. Here recall the notations in Section 2.1.
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Figure 18: The building block for reconstruction from the shear coordinates when xT DC3.

3.4 Reconstruction

We are going to give an inverse map �4 WQIuf.4/!Lxsl3.†;Q/ of the shear coordinate system associated
with an ideal triangulation 4.

Given .Qxi /i 2QIuf.4/, choose a positive integer u2Z>0 such that xi WD uQxi are integral for all i 2 Iuf.4/.
We will use a notation similar to Notation 3.15 for these tuples. On each triangle T 2 t .4/, first draw a
honeycomb web of height jxT j of sink type (resp. source type) if xT � 0 (resp. xT < 0). Moreover, on
each corner of T , draw an semi-infinite collection of disjoint corner arcs with alternating orientations
such that

� they are disjoint from the honeycomb web (placed on the center of T ),

� they accumulate only at the marked points of the triangle, and

� the farthest one from the marked point is oriented clockwise.

See Figure 18. Then we get an unbounded reduced essential web WT on each triangle T . We are going
to glue these local blocks together to form an integral unbounded sl3-lamination �4..xi /i / 2 Lxsl3.†;Z/.

Now let us concentrate on a quadrilateral QE in the ideal triangulation 4 which contains two triangles
TL and TR that share an interior edge E. We fix an orientation of E such that TL lies on the left; hence
we have two edge coordinates xE;1 and xE;2 as well as two face coordinates xTL and xTR :

xTRxTL

xE;1

xE;2

Consider a biangle BE in the split ideal triangulation y4 obtained by fattening E, which is bounded
by boundary intervals EL and ER of TL and TR, respectively. For Z 2 fL;Rg, let SZ D SCZ t S

�
Z
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denote the set of ends of the web WTZ on EZ , where SCZ (resp. S�Z ) consists of the ends incoming to
(resp. outgoing from) the biangle BE . Then S D .SL; SR/ defines an asymptotically periodic symmetric
strand set (Definition 3.2). Let us define its pinning by the following rule:

� For Z 2 fL;Rg, choose orientation-preserving parametrizations

�˙Z WR!EZ

so that �˙Z
�
1
2
CZ

�
D S˙Z , and �˙Z .R<0/\S

˙
Z consists of all the strands coming from the corner

arcs around the initial marked point of EZ .

� Let p˙Z WD �
˙
Z .n

˙
Z/ 2EZ for Z 2 fL;Rg, where n˙Z 2 Z are given by

(3-2) nCL WD xE;1; n�L WD ŒxTL �C; nCR WD xE;2; n�R WD ŒxTR �C;

where we use the notation Œx�C WDmaxf0; xg.

Then we get a pinned symmetric strand set ySE WD .S I pL; pR/ with the pinnings pZ WD .p
C

Z ; p
�
Z/ for

Z 2 fL;Rg. Let Wbr. ySE / denote the associated collection of oriented curves in BE .

Remark 3.16 The resulting collection Wbr. ySE / is invariant under the transformation

nCL 7! nCL � k; n�L 7! n�L � l; nCR 7! nCR C l; n�R 7! n�RC k;

for k; l 2 Z.

Gluing together the local webs WT for T 2 t .4/ and the curves in Wbr. ySE / for E 2 e.4/, we get a
(possibly infinite) collection W4br ..xi /i / of webs on †. The following lemma shows that it has correct
shear coordinates.

Lemma 3.17 We have x4
k
.W4br ..xi /i //D xk for all k 2 Iuf.4/.

Proof Let us concentrate on a quadrilateral Q D TL [BE [ TR. It is easy to see x4TZ .
yL/D xTZ for

Z 2 fL;Rg. The equalities x4E;1.yL/D xE;1 and x4E;2.
yL/D xE;2 can be also verified case-by-case, divided

according to the signs of xTL and xTR . See Figures 19–21. Here we draw the pictures by separating the
gluing procedures S�L ! SCR and SCL ! S�R into two sheets; the result is obtained by overlaying the two
diagrams drawn on the right.

For example, let us consider the example shown in Figure 19. In the case xE;2 � 0 (as in this example),
there are xE;2 many lines from south-east to north-west that contribute positively. One can imagine the
other cases by varying this example: if we decrease xE;2, then the point pCR moves upward and the gluing
pattern is shifted. When �xTL � xE;2 <0, negative contributions come from the honeycomb in TL. When
xE;2 < �xTL , there are also lines from south-west to north-east that contribute negatively. Thus we get
x4E;2.

yL/D xE;2. The check for xE;1 is similar. One can check the other cases from Figures 20 and 21 in
a similar manner.
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S�L

0

p�L

SCR

0

pCR

SCL

0

pCL

S�R

0

p�R

.xTL ; xTR ; xE;1; xE;2/D .2; 3;�2; 1/

Figure 19: An example for the case xTL � 0 and xTR � 0.

The collection W4br ..xi /i / is the braid representative of the spiraling diagram associated to an unbounded
integral sl3-lamination �4..xi /i /, which is obtained as follows:

Step 1 First remove the peripheral components around the marked points (both special points and
punctures) from W4br ..xi /i /. Then, remaining are finitely many components.

Step 2 Replace each spiraling end around a puncture p with an end incident to p, while encoding the
spiraling directions in signs by reversing the rule in Figure 10. Then we get a collection W 4br ..xi /i / of
signed webs, which we call a braid representative of a signed web. It contains at most finitely many
intersections of curves only in biangles. Here we can rearrange W 4br ..xi /i / so that no pair of curves form
a bigon by applying a Reidemeister II-type isotopy if necessary (cf square removing algorithm in [6]).
See Figure 22. Observe that this operation does not affect the shear coordinates.

Step 3 Replace each intersection of curves in a biangle with an H-web by the rule (3-1). Then we get
a signed sl3-web W on †, which has no elliptic faces. Indeed, we have no 0-gon or 2-gon faces by
construction, and possible emergence of 4-gon faces has been eliminated in Step 2.

Then �4..xi /i / 2 Lxsl3.†;Z/ is defined to be the unbounded integral sl3-lamination represented by the
nonelliptic signed web W (with weight 1 on each component). Set

�4..Qxi /i / WD u
�1
� �4..xi /i / 2 Lxsl3.†;Q/:
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S�L

0

p�L

SCR

0

pCR

SCL

0

pCL

0

S�R

0
p�R

.xTL ; xTR ; xE;1; xE;2/D .2;�3;�2; 1/

Figure 20: An example for the case xTL � 0 and xTR � 0. The case xTL � 0 and xTR � 0 follows
by symmetry (Remark 3.16).

Thus we get the map �4 W QIuf.4/ ! Lxsl3.†;Q/, which is clearly Q>0-equivariant. We are going to
show that this map indeed gives the inverse map of xuf

4
. The following direction is easier:

Proposition 3.18 We have xuf
4
ı �4 D idQIuf.4/ .

Proof By Q>0-equivariance, it suffices to consider an integral tuple .xi /i 2 ZIuf.4/. Notice that by
construction, the collection W4br ..xi /i / arising from the gluing construction above is exactly the braid
representative of the spiraling diagram associated with the underlying signed web of the sl3-lamination
yL WD �4..xi /i / 2 Lxsl3.†;Z/. Therefore the shear coordinates .x4i .yL// can be directly read off from the
collection W4br ..xi /i /. Hence the assertion follows from Lemma 3.17.

Theorem 3.19 (proof in Section 6.2) We have �4ıxuf
4
D idLxsl3 .†;Q/

. In particular , the shear coordinates
gives a bijection �4 WQIuf.4/ ��! Lxsl3.†;Q/.

See Section 6.2 for a proof. The main ingredient of the proof is an unbounded version of the fellow-traveler
lemma [6, Lemma 57] with respect to the shear coordinates.

Recall from Section A.3 that the ideal triangulations 4 correspond to certain seeds in the mutation class
s.†; sl3/. The following theorem states that the associated shear coordinate systems xuf

4
are related by

tropical cluster Poisson transformations:
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S�L

0
p�L

SCR

0pCR

SCL

0

pCL

S�R

0
p�R

.xTL ; xTR ; xE;1; xE;2/D .�2;�3;�2; 1/

Figure 21: An example for the case xTL � 0 and xTR � 0.

Theorem 3.20 For any two ideal triangulations4 and40 of †, the coordinate transformation

xuf
40
ı .xuf
4
/�1 WQIuf.4/!QIuf.4/

is a composite of tropical cluster Poisson transformations. In particular , we get an MC.†/-equivariant
identification xuf

�
W Lxsl3.†;Q/

��! X uf
sl3;†

.QT /.

1 2

1

2

 

�

 

Figure 22: Reidemeister II-type isotopy. We have two ways of applications of this isotopy, which
produce equivalent webs.
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Since it is classically known that any two ideal triangulations of the same marked surface can be connected
by a finite sequence of flips, it suffices to show that a flip corresponds to a composite of tropical cluster
Poisson transformations. Although it can be directly checked in a similar way to [7, Section 4], we are
going to reduce it to Douglas and Sun’s result via the ensemble map and the gluing technique developed
in Section 4.

3.5 Relation to the rational unbounded sl2-laminations

Recall the space Lxsl2.†;Q/ of rational unbounded (sl2-)laminations from [11]. It consists of the following
data:

� A collection of immersed unoriented loops and arcs such that each endpoint lies in Mı[@�†, and
the other part is embedded in int†. It is required to have no elliptic faces (the first one in (2-1) or
the first and last ones in (2-2)).

� A positive rational weight on each component.

� A sign �p 2 fC; 0;�g for each puncture p 2Mı such that �p D 0 if and only if there are no
components incident to p.

They are considered modulo removal/creation of peripheral components as in (2-8), and the weighted
isotopy as in Definition 2.6(2). Given an ideal triangulation 4 of †, the (sl2-)shear coordinate

x4 D .x
4
E /E2e.4/ W L

x
sl2
.†;Q/ ��!Qe.4/

(see [11]) is defined by first constructing a spiraling diagram according to the sign �p, and counting
contributions with weights from the curves in that diagram, as in Figure 23.

An embedding �prin W Lxsl2.†;Q/! Lxsl3.†;Q/ is defined so that

� each curve 
 with weight u 2Q>0 is sent to its parallel copies, 
1 and 
2, with the same weight u
with the opposite orientations;

� if an arc 
 is incident to a puncture p, then the corresponding ends of the oriented curves 
1 and

2 are assigned the sign �p 2 fC;�g.

C1 �1

Figure 23: Contributions to the sl2-shear coordinates.
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One can easily verify that it is indeed well defined. We call �prin the principal embedding, as it is a
tropical analogue of the morphism XSL2;†! XSL3;† induced by the principal embedding sl2! sl3. The
following is a tropical analogue of the statement given in [12, Section 2.5.3]:

Proposition 3.21 The image �prin.Lxsl2.†;Q// coincides with the fixed point locus of the Dynkin involu-
tion � (Definition 2.8). In the shear coordinate system x4 associated with any ideal triangulation4, it is
characterized by the equations

x4E;1 D x4E;2 for each E 2 e.4/;

x4T D 0 for each T 2 t .4/:

Proof The first assertion follows from the second one, by Proposition 4.13 below. The second assertion
is easily verified by comparing the definitions of sl2- and sl3-shear coordinates. Indeed, we have
x4E .
yL/D x4E;1.�prin.yL//D x4E;2.�prin.yL// and x4T .�prin.yL//D 0, where .x4E /E2e.4/ denotes the sl2-shear

coordinate system.

4 Rational P-laminations, their gluing and the mutation equivariance

In this section, we introduce the space of rational P-laminations by considering some additional data on
boundary intervals and define a coordinate system x4 extending xuf

4
. These additional data allow us to

introduce the gluing map between these spaces. Under this extended situation, we discuss the relation
to Douglas and Sun’s tropical A-coordinates [6], and prove that the coordinates x4 transform correctly
under flips.

4.1 Rational unbounded sl3-laminations with pinnings

It has been stated that the space Lxsl3.†;Q/ of rational unbounded sl3-laminations is identified with the
unfrozen part X uf

sl3;†
.QT / of the tropical cluster X -variety. In order to obtain the entire tropical cluster

X -variety, we further equip the rational laminations with additional data on boundary intervals. Let
P_ D Z$_1 ˚Z$_2 be the coweight lattice of sl3, and P_Q WD P_˝Q. Let us consider the direct sum

H@.Q
T / WD

M
E2B

P_Q

of the coweight lattices over Q, one for each boundary interval.

Definition 4.1 (rational unbounded sl3-laminations with pinnings) We introduce the space

Lpsl3.†;Q/ WD Lxsl3.†;Q/�H@.Q
T /;

and call its elements rational unbounded sl3-laminations with pinnings (or rational (sl3-)P-laminations).
The datum in the second factor is written as � D .�E /E2B with �E D �CE$

_
1 C �

�
E$

_
2 , �˙E 2Q.
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E

m

T

˛�E

˛CE

Figure 24: The corner arcs relevant to the boundary shear coordinate.

The data � D .�E /E will be related to the pinning in the sense of Definition 3.4 when we consider their
gluings, thus the terminology. We have a natural Q>0-action on Lpsl3.†;Q/ given by

u:.yL; �/ WD .u:yL; .u�E /E /

for u 2Q>0 and .yL; � D .�E /E / 2 L
p
sl3
.†;Q/. The Dynkin involution (Definition 2.8) is extended as

(4-1) �W Lpsl3.†;Q/! Lpsl3.†;Q/; .yL; .�E /E2B/ 7! .yL�; .��E /E2B/;

where �� D .��E /E2B is obtained from � by the Dynkin involution on the coweight lattice: $�s WD$3�s
for s D 1; 2. There is a projection

�uf W L
p
sl3
.†;Q/! Lxsl3.†;Q/

forgetting the second factor, which is equivariant under these structures. A rational P-lamination .yL; �/
is said to be integral if yL 2 Lxsl3.†;Z/ and pE 2 P_ for all E 2 B.

Remark 4.2 The space Lpsl3.†;Q/ is introduced as a tropical analogue of the moduli space PPGL3;† of
framed PGL3-local systems with pinnings on† [21]. We have a dominant morphism PPGL3;†!XPGL3;†,
which is a principal H@ WDHB-bundle over its image. Here H � PGL3 denote the Cartan subgroup. As
a tropical analogue, we may naturally consider the bundle

(4-2) 0!H@.Q
T /! PPGL3;†.Q

T /! XPGL3;†.Q
T /! 0:

The space Lpsl3.†;Q/ is regarded as the total space PPGL3;†.Q
T / with a fixed trivialization. See also

Remark 4.8 below.

Shear coordinates on Lp

sl3
.†; Q/ Given an ideal triangulation 4 of †, we are going to define a shear

coordinate system
x4 D .x

4
i /i2I.4/ W L

p
sl3
.†;Q/!QI.4/

which extends xuf
4

on Lxsl3.†;Q/. For .yL; �/ 2 Lpsl3.†;Q/ and an unfrozen index i 2 Iuf.4/, let
x4i .
yL; �/ WD x4i .

yL/ be the shear coordinate of the underlying rational unbounded lamination.

We define the frozen coordinate x4E;s.
yL; �/ for s D 1; 2 associated to a boundary interval E 2 B, as

follows. LetW be a nonelliptic signed Q>0-weighted web without peripheral components representing yL,
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and W its spiraling diagram in a good position with respect to the split triangulation y4. By convention,
E is endowed with the orientation induced from @†. Then x4E;1 (resp. x4E;2) is assigned to the vertex
of the sl3-triangulation on E closer to the initial (resp. terminal) endpoint. Let m 2M@ be the initial
endpoint of E, and T 2 t .4/ the unique triangle having E as an edge. Let ˛CE .yL/ (resp. ˛�E .yL/) be
the total weight of the oriented corner arcs in W \ T bounding the special point m in the clockwise
(resp. counterclockwise) direction, hence incoming to (resp. outgoing from) the external biangle BE if
we consider the split triangulation y4. See Figure 24. Then we define

(4-3)
x4E;1.

yL; �/ WD �CE �˛
C

E .
yL/;

x4E;2.
yL; �/ WD ��E �˛

�
E .
yL/� ŒxT .yL/�C:

Proposition 4.3 The shear coordinate system gives a bijection x4 W L
p
sl3
.†;Q/ ��!QI.4/.

Proof Given .xi /i2I.4/ 2QI.4/, we can reconstruct the underlying rational unbounded lamination yL
from the unfrozen part .xi /i2I.4/uf as in Section 3.4. Then the datum � is uniquely determined by the
relation (4-3).

The following is immediate from the definition:

Lemma 4.4 The map �uf W L
p
sl3
.†;Q/ ! Lxsl3.†;Q/ is a cluster projection. Namely, we have a

commutative diagram
Lpsl3.†;Q/ QI.4/

Lxsl3.†;Q/ QIuf.4/

x4

�uf

xuf
4

for any ideal triangulation 4 of †, where the right vertical map is the projection forgetting the frozen
coordinates.

4.2 Gluing of laminations

Let † be a (possibly disconnected) marked surface, and EL; ER 2 B.†/ distinct boundary intervals.
Then we can form a new marked surface †0 from † by gluing EL with ER. As a tropical analogue of
the gluing morphism PPGL3;†! PPGL3;†0 [21, Lemma 2.14], we are going to introduce a map

qEL;ER W L
p
sl3
.†;Q/! Lpsl3.†

0;Q/

between the corresponding spaces of rational P-laminations. The map qEL;ER will be defined to be
equivariant with respect to the Q>0-action, and invariant under the action ˛EL;ER W P

_
QÕ Lpsl3.†;Q/

given by the shift

(4-4) �:.�EL ; �ER/ WD .�EL C�; �ER ��
�/

for �D a$_1 C b$
_
2 2 P

_
Q, where �� WD b$_1 C a$

_
2 , and keeping other �E , E ¤EL; ER intact.
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Let .yL; �/ 2 Lpsl3.†;Z/ be an integral P-lamination. Represent the integral unbounded sl3-lamination
yL by a nonelliptic signed web W with weight 1 on every component. Around each special point of
EL and ER, draw a semi-infinite collection of disjoint corner arcs with alternating orientations that
accumulates only at the special point so that they are disjoint from W . Here we choose the orientation
of the farthest corner arc from the special point to be clockwise, as in Section 3.4. Insert a biangle B
between EL and ER, and identify †0 D†[B . Notice that the ends of W on EL and ER, together with
those of the additional corner arcs, defines an asymptotically periodic symmetric strand set S D .SL; SR/
on B . We equip S with a pinning p˙Z for Z 2 fL;Rg by the following rule:

� Choose continuous parametrizations  ˙Z WR!EZ so that  ˙Z
�
1
2
CZ

�
DS˙Z , and  ˙Z .R<0/\S

˙
Z

consists of all the strands coming from the additional corner arcs around the initial marked point
of EZ .

� Then set p˙Z WD  
˙
Z .�

˙
EZ
/ 2EZ .

Then we get a pinned symmetric strand set yS WD .S I pL; pR/ on the biangle B . Let Wbr. yS/ be the
associated collection of oriented curves in B . Gluing the web W with the collection Wbr. yS/, we get
an infinite collection W 0br of webs on †0 D †[B . The initial (resp. terminal) marked point of EL is
identified with the terminal (resp. initial) marked point of ER, and regarded as new marked points in †0.
For each of these new marked points, do the following:

� If it is a special point, then remove the peripheral components around this point from W 0br.

� If it is a puncture, then remove the peripheral components and replace each spiraling end around
this point with a signed end, while encoding the spiraling directions in signs by reversing the rule
in Figure 10. Then there remain at most finitely many intersections in B .

� Finally, replace each intersection of curves in B with an H-web by the rule (3-1).

Thus we get a nonelliptic signed web W 0 on †0, which represents an integral P-lamination

yL0 D qEL;ER.
yL/ 2 Lpsl3.†;Z/:

The construction is clearly invariant for the action of H@.QT / by Remark 3.16, and Z>0-equivariant.
Thus it can be extended Q>0-equivariantly.

Definition 4.5 The thus obtained map qEL;ER WL
p
sl3
.†;Q/!Lpsl3.†

0;Q/ is called the gluing map along
EL and ER.

In view of Remark 3.16, we immediately have:

Lemma 4.6 The gluing map qEL;ER is invariant under the shift action (4-4) of P_Q.

Any ideal triangulation 4 of † naturally induces a triangulation 40 of †0, where the edges EL and ER
are identified and give an interior edge E of 4. The points in I.4/ on these edges are identified as
is.EL/D i

s�.ER/ for s D 1; 2 with s� WD 3� s. The points of I.4/ away from the edges EL and ER
are naturally identified with the corresponding points of I.40/.
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 CL .0/

�CL .0/

˛CEL

TL

EL

Figure 25: Comparison of two edge parametrizations. A part of the web representing yL which
will be incoming to the bigon BE is shown in red, and the additional corner arcs are shown in
blue.

Theorem 4.7 The gluing map qEL;ER is the tropicalized amalgamation. Namely, for any ideal
triangulation4 of † and the induced triangulation40 of †0, it satisfies

q�EL;ERx
40

E;s D x4EL;sC x4ER;s�

for s D 1; 2. Here E inherits an orientation from EL (so that from the bottom to the top , when we draw
EL on the left). The other coordinates are kept intact : q�EL;ERx

40

i D x4i for i 2 I.40/ n fis.E/gsD1;2.

Proof The last statement is clear from the definition. To see the relation between the coordinates on the
edges EL, ER and E, it suffices to consider an integral lamination yL 2 Lpsl3.†;Z/ by Q>0-equivariance.
Write L0 WD qEL;ER.yL/ and xi WD x4i .

yL/ for i 2 I.4/. Recall the reconstruction procedure of the integral
lamination yL0 from its shear coordinates, and compare the gluing parameters

(4-5)
�CEL D xEL;1C˛

C

EL
; ��ER D xER;2C ŒxTR �CC˛

�
ER
;

��EL D xEL;2C ŒxTL �CC˛
�
EL
; �CER D xER;1C˛

C

ER
;

with the integers appearing in (3-2). By Lemma 4.6, the result of gluing is unchanged under the
modification

(4-6)
Q�CEL WD .xEL;1C xER;2/C˛

C

EL
; Q��ER WD ŒxTR �CC˛

�
ER
;

Q��EL WD ŒxTL �CC˛
�
EL
; Q�CER WD .xEL;2C xER;1/C˛

C

ER

by the shift action (4-4). On the other hand, since there are “original” corner arcs of yL in TL and TR
before adding infinite collections of corner arcs in the gluing procedure, the parametrizations of edges are
related by

�˙Z .n/D  
˙
Z .nC˛

˙
EZ
/

for n 2 Z and Z 2 fL;Rg. See Figure 25. These comparisons on the two gluing constructions show that
yL0 D qEL;ER.

yL/ if and only if xE;s.yL0/D xEL;s.
yL/C xER;s�.

yL/ for s D 1; 2.
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Remark 4.8 In view of the gluing construction presented above, the definition of the integral unbounded
sl3-laminations with pinnings can be modified slightly more geometrically as integral unbounded sl3-
laminations equipped with infinitely many corner arcs around special points and choices of points p˙E 2E
for each E 2 B, in place of the datum �E 2 P

_. It gives a right description of the tropical analogue of
PPGL3;†.Z

T / without fixing a trivialization of the bundle (4-2). We do not pursue an extension of this
description to the rational case.

4.3 Extended ensemble map

Recall the geometric ensemble map (2-9). We extend it by

Qp W Lasl3.†;Q/! Lpsl3.†;Q/; L 7! .p.L/; .�E /E /;

where �CE (resp. ��E ) is minus the total weight of the peripheral components with the clockwise (resp. coun-
terclockwise) orientation around the initial marked point of E. We have a commutative diagram

Lasl3.†;Q/ Lpsl3.†;Q/

Lxsl3.†;Q/

Qp

p
�uf

Lemma 4.9 If † has no punctures , then Qp W Lasl3.†;Q/! Lpsl3.†;Q/ gives a bijection.

Proof In this case, the only datum that the map p loses is the weights of peripheral components around
special points. This can be uniquely recovered from the tuple .�E /E .

On the integral points, we have Qp.Lasl3.†;Z//� Lpsl3.†;Z/.

Proposition 4.10 The extended geometric ensemble map Qp W Lasl3.†;Q/! Lpsl3.†;Q/ coincides with
the Goncharov–Shen extension of the ensemble map (A-6). Namely, it satisfies

(4-7) Qp�x4i D
X

j2I.4/

."4ij Cmij /a
4
j

for any ideal triangulation4 of † and i 2 I.4/, where

� .a4j /j2I.4/ denotes the tropical A-coordinates on Lasl3.†;Q/ associated with4, which is one-third
of the Douglas–Sun coordinates;

� "4 D ."4ij /i;j2I.4/ denotes the exchange matrix defined in Section A.3;

� M D .mij /i;j2If.4/ is the half-integral symmetric matrix given in (A-5).

In particular, by forgetting the pinnings and frozen coordinates, we see that the geometric ensemble map
p W Lasl3.†;Q/! Lxsl3.†;Q/ coincides with the ensemble map (A-2).
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Proof In view of the local nature of the definitions of coordinate systems and the exchange matrix, it
suffices to consider the case where † is a triangle or a quadrilateral. Indeed, for i D i.T / 2 I tri.4/,
it suffices to focus on the triangle T containing it; for i D is.E/ 2 I edge.4/ \ Iuf.4/ consider the
quadrilateral containing the interior edge E as a diagonal; for i D is.E/ 2 I edge.4/\ If.4/ consider the
triangle T having the boundary interval E as one of its sides.

Triangle case For the sl3-quiver associated with the unique ideal triangulation of a triangle T , label its
vertices as:

1

2

3 4

5

6

0

Then the expected relation (4-7) reads as

Qp�x0 D a2C a4C a6� .a1C a3C a5/;

Qp�x1 D a0� a1� a6;

Qp�x2 D a1C a3� a2� a0;

Qp�x3 D a0� a3� a2;

Qp�x4 D a3C a5� a4� a0;

Qp�x5 D a0� a5� a4;

Qp�x6 D a5C a1� a6� a0:

The tropical A-coordinates of essential webs on T are defined as the weighted sum of the coordinates of
its components. See [6, Section 4.3]. Therefore it suffices to check the relations for the corner arcs and
the sink-/source-honeycombs of height 1, whose coordinates are shown in Figure 26. Then the relations
between the two coordinates can be easily verified.

Quadrilateral case For the sl3-quiver associated with an ideal triangulation 4 of a quadrilateral Q,
label its vertices as:

1

3

2

5

6

7

8

4

9

10

11

12
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˛
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�1

0 0

0

0

0

x4.˛/

˛�

2=3

1=3

0 0

1=3

2=3

1=3

a4.˛
�/

�1

0

0 0

0

0

0

x4.˛
�/

�C

1=3

2=3

1=3 2=3

1=3

2=3

1

a4.�C/

0

�1

0 �1

0

�1

1

x4.�C/

��

2=3

1=3

2=3 1=3

2=3

1=3

1

a4.��/

0

0

0 0

0

0

�1

x4.��/

Figure 26: Two types of coordinates of component webs on a triangle T . All the webs shown
here have weight 1.

The remaining relations to be checked are

(4-8)
Qp�x1 D a5C a4� a2� a12;

Qp�x3 D a2C a9� a4� a8:

The tropical A-coordinate assigned to a vertex i 2 I.4/ only depends on the restriction of a given web to
the triangle which contains i . In particular, we can choose the braid representative with respect to y4 for the
computation, since the biangle part does not matter. Then both A- and X -coordinates are weighted sums of
contributions from the components of the braid representative. It is easy to verify that the both sides of the
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equations in (4-8) vanish for the corner arcs around the marked points Q. For the curve and honeycomb
components that contribute to the shear coordinates, the expected relations are easily verified from
Figures 27 and 28. Here notice that, for instance, the coordinates of the honeycomb component Hn1;n2;n3
shown in the top of Figure 15 can be computed as z4.Hn1;n2;n3/D n1z4.�

L
C
/Cn2z4.h/Cn3z4.�

R
C
/

for z 2 fa; xg. Together with this observation, the eight patterns shown in Figures 27 and 28 exhausts all
the patterns up to symmetry.

The following states an extension of Theorem 3.20 with pinnings/frozen variables, as promised before.

Theorem 4.11 For any two ideal triangulations4 and40 of †, the coordinate transformation

x4;40 WD x40 ı x
�1
4 WQ

I.4/
!QI.4/

is a composite of tropical cluster Poisson transformations. In particular , we get an MC.†/-equivariant
identification x� W L

p
sl3
.†;Q/ ��! Xsl3;†.Q

T /.

As a corollary, combining with Lemma 4.4, we get a proof of Theorem 3.20.

Proof From Lemma 4.9 and Proposition 4.10, the statement is true when† has no puncture (in particular,
a quadrilateral). Indeed, the corresponding transformation a4;40 WD a40ıa

�1
4
WQI.4/!QI.4/ is shown to

be a composite of tropical cluster A-transformations [7, Proposition 4.2]. Then x4;40D . Qp
�1/�ıa4;40ı Qp

�

is the corresponding composite of tropical cluster X -transformations, since the extended ensemble map
commutes with the tropical cluster transformations and is a bijection in this case.

For the general case, it suffices to consider two triangulations, 4 and 40, related by a single flip along an
edge E 2 eint.4/. Let Q be the unique quadrilateral in4 containing E as a diagonal, and †0 WD†n intQ
the complement marked surface. It is obvious that the shear coordinates assigned to the vertices outside
Q are unchanged. On the other hand, the coordinates assigned to the vertices on Q transform correctly
from the argument above under the corresponding coordinate transformation on Lpsl3.Q;Q/. Since †
is obtained by gluing Q with †0 and the shear coordinates are obtained by amalgamating those on
Lpsl3.Q;Q/ and Lpsl3.†

0;Q/ by Theorem 4.7; the statement follows from the fact that the amalgamations
commute with cluster X -transformations [9, Lemma 2.2].

Remark 4.12 For an unpunctured surface †, the fastest way to introduce the coordinate system x4

on Lpsl3.†;Q/ which transforms correctly under the flips would be to define it via the relation (4-7) in
view of Lemma 4.9. Then, however, it becomes rather difficult to obtain the amalgamation formula in
Theorem 4.7, since the (tropical) A-coordinates do not behave so simply as the (tropical) X -coordinates
under the gluing. Indeed, the following naive diagram does not commute:

Asl3;†.Q
T / Asl3;†0.Q

T /

Xsl3;†.Q
T / Xsl3;†0.Q

T /:

Qp† Qp†0

qEL;ER
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Figure 27: Two types of coordinates of component webs on a quadrilateral Q. All the webs
shown here have weight 1. (Continued in Figure 28.)
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Figure 28: Two types of coordinates of component webs on a quadrilateral Q. All the webs
shown here have weight 1. (Continued from Figure 27.)

Here the top right arrow denotes the quotient map given by the equation ai D aj for any pair fi; j g of quiver
vertices that are identified under the gluing. Actually, we need to “rescale” some of the A-coordinates for
a correct gluing; see [29, Section 6.1] for a more detail. In particular, the sum Qp�†x

4
i C Qp

�
†x
4
j does not

compute Qp�†0x
40

Ni
, where the pair fi; j g is amalgamated into Ni .

4.4 Dynkin involution

Let us discuss the equivariance of the shear coordinates under the Dynkin involution (4-1). The cluster
action �4 (see the last paragraph of the appendix) of the Dynkin involution in the cluster chart associated
to 4 is given by the mutation sequence

�
 D �e.4/ ı�t.4/;
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where �e.4/ denotes the composite of the transpositions of the labels of the two vertices on each edge
of 4, and �t.4/ is the composite of mutations at the vertex on each triangle of 4. It induces the tropical
cluster X -transformation

�
x
4 W xT 7! �xT for T 2 t .4/;

xE;1 7! xE;2C ŒxTL �C� Œ�xTR �C;

xE;2 7! xE;1C ŒxTR �C� Œ�xTL �C for E 2 e.4/;

where we use the local labeling as in Section 3.4 for each edge E.

Proposition 4.13 We have the commutative diagram

Lpsl3.†;Q/ QI.4/

Lpsl3.†;Q/ QI.4/:

x4

� �4

x4

In particular , the orientation-reversing action of the Dynkin involution coincides with the cluster action.

Proof Mutations commute with amalgamations [9, Lemma 2.2]. Moreover, the permutation term �e.4/

also commutes with the amalgamation of edge vertices corresponding to the gluing. Hence �4 commutes
with the gluing map. It is also clear from the definitions that the Dynkin involution (4-1) commutes with
gluing maps. Therefore it suffices to prove the statement for triangles.

It is easy to verify the equation

(4-9) �4 ı x4.W /D x4.W
�/

for each component web W shown in Figure 26 by inspection. Consider a disjoint union W DW1tW2 of
webs on a triangle T , and suppose that the (4-9) is true for W DW1; W2. Since sink/source honeycombs
cannot coexist, we have fsgn xT .W1/; sgn xT .W2/g ¤ fC;�g. Therefore the coordinate vectors x4.W1/

and x4.W2/ belong to the same cone on which the tropical cluster transformation �4 is linear. Hence,

�4 ı x4.W /D �4.x4.W1/C x4.W1//

D �4 ı x4.W1/C�4 ı x4.W2/D x4.W
�
1 /C x4.W

�
2 /D x4.W

�/:

5 A relation to the graphical basis and quantum duality map

Let † be a marked surface without punctures. Recall from [30] the skein algebra S
q
sl3;†

, which is a
noncommutative algebra over Zq WD ZŒq˙1=2� consisting of tangled trivalent graphs in † with endpoints
in M, subject to the sl3-skein relations

D q2 C q�1 ;(5-1)
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D q�2 C q ;(5-2)

D C ;(5-3)

D�.q3C q�3/ ;(5-4)

D .q6C 1C q�6/ D ;(5-5)

and the boundary skein relations

D q2 D q

D D D 0;

together with their Dynkin involutions. We included the square-root parameter q1=2 so that we can
consider the simultaneous crossing (or the Weyl normalization) as

D q D q1=2 :

It is proved in [30] that the localized skein algebra S
q
sl3;†

Œ@�1� along the oriented arcs parallel to boundary
intervals is contained in the quantum cluster algebra [3] A

q
sl3;†

associated with a certain choice of
compatibility pairs over the mutation class s.sl3; †/ At least in the classical limit q D 1, we have the
equalities [29]

(5-6) S1sl3;†Œ@
�1�DAsl3;† DO.Asl3;†/:

The skein algebra S
q
sl3;†

has a natural Zq-basis BWebsl3;† consisting of nonelliptic flat trivalent graphs.
Here a flat trivalent graph is an immersed oriented uni-trivalent graph on † such that each univalent vertex
lies in M, and the other part is embedded into int†. In particular, it is required to have simultaneous
crossings at each special point. It is said to be nonelliptic if it has none of the following elliptic faces:

(5-7)
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Elements of BWebsl3;† are also called the basis webs. We are going to relate the integral sl3-laminations
with pinnings to the basis webs.

Definition 5.1 (negative M-shifting of webs (cf “moving left” in [36, Figure 2])) Given a web W
on † in the sense of Section 2.2, let WM 2 S

q
sl3;†

be the flat trivalent graph obtained by shifting the
endpoints of W to the nearest special point in the negative direction along the boundary (with respect to
the orientation induced from †), and taking the simultaneous crossing. See Figure 30.

For an integral sl3-lamination with pinnings .yL; �/ 2 Lpsl3.†;Z/, represent yL by a nonelliptic sl3-web
W only with components with weight one, and define

IqX .yL/ WD

�
WM

�

Y
E2B

.eCE /
�
C

E .e�E /
��E

�
2 S

q
sl3;†

Œ@�1�:

Here �E D �CE$
_
1 C�

�
E$

_
2 2 P

_ for each E 2 B, and the symbol Œ�� stands for the Weyl normalization.
Then IqX .yL/ does not depend on the choice of the representative W , since the loop parallel-move is also
realized in the skein algebra (by using the Reidemeister II move twice), and the boundary H-move exactly
corresponds to the third boundary skein relation. Moreover, it is a basis web since the two notions of
elliptic faces correspond to each other via the shift of endpoints.

Note that IqX .yL/ 2 S
q
sl3;†

if and only if �E 2 P_C WDZC$_1 CZC$_2 for all E 2 B. In this case, we say
that .yL; .�E //2L

p
sl3
.†;Z/ is dominant. Let Lpsl3.†;Z/C�Lpsl3.†;Z/ denote the subspace of dominant

integral sl3-laminations. From the above discussion, we get:

Theorem 5.2 Assume that† has no punctures. Then we have an MC.†/�Out.SL3/-equivariant bijection

IqX W L
p
sl3
.†;Z/C ��! BWebsl3;† � S

q
sl3;†

:

Moreover , it is extended to a map IqX W L
p
sl3
.†;Z/ ,! S

q
sl3;†

Œ@�1�, whose image again gives a Zq-basis.

The latter correspondence should be a basic ingredient for a construction of Fock and Goncharov’s
quantum duality map [13] (see [41, Conjecture 4.14] for a finer formulation as well as [5]), which requires
a basis of the quantum upper cluster algebra parametrized by the tropical set Xsl3;†.Z

T /D Lpsl3.†;Z/
with certain positivity properties. Let us interpret Theorem 5.2 in this context.

Langlands dual coordinates It turns out that it is more convenient to use a slight modification6 of
frozen shear coordinates to make the correspondence suited to the Fock–Goncharov conjecture. For an
ideal triangulation 4 of †, we define the Langlands dual coordinates

Lx4 D .Lx
4
i /i2I.4/ W L

p
sl3
.†;Q/ ��!QI.4/

6In the language of Goncharov and Shen [21], it amounts to take the decoration at the terminal endpoint of a boundary interval
rather than its initial endpoint along the boundary orientation to make a pinning.
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E

m

T

˛CE

˛�E

Figure 29: The corner arcs relevant to the Langlands dual coordinate.

as follows. For i 2 Iuf.4/, let Lx4i WD x4i . For E 2 B, we define the frozen coordinates on E by

Lx4E;1.
yL; �/ WD �CE C L̨

C

E .
yL/C ŒxT .yL/�C;

Lx4E;2.
yL; �/ WD ��E C L̨

�
E .
yL/:

Here T is the unique triangle having E as an edge; L̨CE .yL/ (resp. L̨�E .yL/) is the total weight of the oriented
corner arcs in W \ T bounding the terminal endpoint of E in the counterclockwise (resp. clockwise)
direction. Compare with (4-3). The map Lx4 gives a bijection, which can be verified similarly to the proof
of Proposition 4.3.

We define the Langlands dual ensemble map

(5-8) Lp W Lasl3.†;Q/! Lpsl3.†;Q/

by forgetting the peripheral components, and defining the pinning �CE 2Q (resp. ��E 2Q) to be the weight
of the peripheral component around the terminal endpoint of E in the counterclockwise (resp. clockwise)
direction. The name “Langlands dual” is inspired by the following property:

Proposition 5.3 The Langlands dual ensemble map (5-8) satisfies

Lp�x4i D
X

j2I.4/

."4ij �mij /a
4
j

for any ideal triangulation.

Compare with (A-2), and observe that the presentation matrix is changed to the Langlands dual

�."4CM/> D "4�M:

The verification of Proposition 5.3 is similar to Proposition 4.10, which is left to the reader.

For each v 2 Exchsl3;† and k 2 I , the elementary lamination is the tropical point `.v/
k
2 Xsl3;†.Z

T /

characterized by Lx.v/i .`
.v/

k
/D ıi;k . We have the cone

CC
.v/
WD spanRCf`

.v/

k
j k 2 I g D f` 2 Xsl3;†.R

T / j Lx
.v/

k
.`/� 0 for all k 2 I g
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1

1

Figure 30: Negative M-shifting of elementary laminations associated with a triangulation. Here
exactly one of the Langlands dual coordinates Lx4i isC1, while the others are zero (including the
frozen ones).

and its integral points CC
.v/
.Z/ WD CC

.v/
\ Xsl3;†.Z

T /. The following gives a partial verification of a
condition for the quantum duality map:

Lemma 5.4 For any elementary lamination `.v/
k

associated with a labeled sl3-triangulation vD .4; `/ in
Exchsl3;†, the element IqX .`

.v/

k
/ coincides with the quantum cluster variable A.v/

k
2A

q
sl3;†

. In particular ,
any point `D

P
k xk`

.v/

k
2 CC

.v/
.Z/ gives a quantum cluster monomial

�Q
k.A

.v/

k
/xk
�
.

Proof Via the isomorphism
Lx�14 W Xsl3;†.Z

T /Š Lpsl3.†;Z/;

the elementary laminations `.v/
k

for unfrozen k 2 I.4/uf correspond to the integral sl3-laminations as
shown in the left of Figure 30. The elementary laminations `.v/

k
for frozen kD is.E/2 I.4/f with E 2B

and s 2 f1; 2g correspond to the pinning data �E D$_s . Then via the quantum duality map

IqX W L
p
sl3
.†;Z/C ��! BWebsl3;† � S

q
sl3;†

these laminations are sent to the elementary webs associated with4 in the sense of [30]. They correspond
to the quantum cluster variables [30, Section 5].

Remark 5.5 By the equivariance of the map IqX under the Dynkin involution, the above lemma can be
immediately generalized for decorated triangulations (see [30, Section 1]).

Algebraic & Geometric Topology, Volume 25 (2025)



Unbounded sl3-laminations and their shear coordinates 1479

0

0

0

00

�1

0

�1

0

0

�11

0

0

0

00

0

0

0

0

1

�1�1

0

0

0

00

0

0

0

0

0

�10

Figure 31: An elementary lamination of H-shape. Its shear coordinates associated with a triangu-
lation is shown in the bottom left, and their transformations under the mutation sequence shown
in red circles continue to the right.

Remark 5.6 When † is not a k-gon with k D 3; 4; 5, the mutation class s.sl3; †/ is of infinite-mutation
type. In this case, the union

S
v2Exchsl3;†

CC
.v/

is not dense in Xsl3;†.R
trop/ [44, Theorem 2.27]. Therefore

Lemma 5.4 is far from characterizing the map IqX .

For the simplest cases that † is a triangle or a quadrilateral (where the mutation class s.sl3; †/ is finite
types A1 and D4, respectively), we actually get a quantum duality map:

Proposition 5.7 When † is a triangle or a quadrilateral , the image IqX .L
p
sl3
.†;Z//�Oq.Asl3;†/ gives

a Zq-basis consisting of quantum cluster monomials. In particular , it has positive structure constants.

Proof For these cases, it is easy to see that S
q
sl3;†

Œ@�1� D A
q
sl3;†

D Oq.Asl3;†/ [30, Corollary 6.1].
Moreover, the tropical set Xsl3;†.Z

T / is covered by finitely many cones CC
.v/
.ZT / for v 2 Exchsl3;†.

For the triangle case, we have only two clusters (up to permutations), and hence Lemma 5.4 with
Remark 5.5 already gives the desired statement. For the quadrilateral case (typeD4), we have 16 unfrozen
variables and 8 frozen variables. For instance, see [30, Appendix A and Corollary 6.1]. Up to symmetry,
we have already seen in the proof of Lemma 5.4 (see Figure 30) that all of them are the images of some
elementary laminations under the map IqX , except for the one represented by the elementary web

This one also comes from an elementary lamination, as seen from Figure 31.
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Conjecture 5.8 The basis IqX .L
p
sl3
.†;Z// is parametrized by tropical points in the sense of [41, Definition

4.13]. Namely, for any integral sl3-lamination yL 2 Lpsl3.†;Z/, the quantum Laurent expression of
IqX .yL/ 2A

q
sl3;†

in the quantum cluster fAigi2I associated with a vertex ! 2 Exchsl3;† has the leading
term

�Q
i2I A

Lxi .yL/
i

�
with respect to the dominance order [41, Definition 4.6], where Lx.!/ D .Lxi /i2I is the

Langlands dual shear coordinate system associated with !.

Classical limit Recall that the set BWebsl3;† also gives a Z-basis of the classical (commutative) skein
algebra S1sl3;†. Then Theorem 5.2 tells us that the map IqX induces a bijection

IX W L
p
sl3
.†;Z/C ��! BWebsl3;† � S1sl3;†;

which is also extended to a map IX W L
p
sl3
.†;Z/ ,! S1sl3;†Œ@

�1�. Then by (5-6), we get the following:

Corollary 5.9 The image IX .L
p
sl3
.†;Z// gives a Z-basis of the cluster algebra Asl3;†.

6 Proofs of Theorems 3.10 and 3.19

6.1 Proof of Theorem 3.10

General position Recall that an ideal arc in .†;M/ is an immersed arc 
 in † with endpoints in M

which has no self-intersection except possibly at its endpoints, and not isotopic to one point. In particular

 is one-sided differentiable at each endpoint p, hence there exists a small coordinate neighborhood Dp
of p such that Dp \ 
 consists of (at most two) rays incident to p.

We say that two immersed arcs or webs in † are in general position with each other if their intersections
are finite, transverse and avoiding the trivalent vertices. Moreover, we say that the spiraling diagram W
(Definition 3.8) associated with a nonelliptic signed web is in general position with an ideal arc if their
intersection points do not accumulate in int†, transverse and avoiding the trivalent vertices. We may
always assume the general position by the concrete construction of a spiraling diagram as logarithmic
spirals near punctures.

Relative intersection number Let 
 and 
 0 be two ideal arcs isotopic to each other with common
endpoints p1; p2 2M, and W a spiraling diagram. Assume that these three are in a general position
with each other. Then the ideal arcs 
 and 
 0 bounds a region B.
; 
 0/, which is a union of finitely many
biangles (or such a region minus small biangles; see 
 and 
 02 in Figure 35).

By the construction of the spiraling diagram, there exists a small disk neighborhood pi 2Di for i D 1; 2
such that �i WD 
 \Di and �0i WD 


0\Di are rays incident to pi , and W\Di is a logarithmic spiral. The
rays �i and �0i separate Di into two sectors, and exactly one of them corresponds to the region bounded
by 
 and 
 0. Then we can find a circular segment in this sector which does not intersect with W , and the
restriction of W to the circular sector separated by this segment is a periodic ladder-web. We call this
circular sector S.pi / a cut-off sector at pi . See Figure 32. Then Wreg WDW \ .B nS.p1/[S.p2// is a
finite web.
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Figure 32: Two isotopic ideal arcs and a spiraling diagram. A cut-off sector is shown in gray in the right.

Definition 6.1 (relative intersection number) Let 
 , 
 0 and W be as above, and choose cut-off sectors
S.p1/ and S.p2/ at the common endpoints p1; p2 2M. Then we define the relative intersection number
of W with .
; 
 0/ to be

i.WI 
; 
 0/ WD i.Wreg; 
/� i.Wreg; 

0/:

Here i.�;�/ denotes the usual geometric intersection number of two webs.

Notice that it is independent of the choice of the cut-off sectors since a periodic ladder-web has an equal
number of intersections with 
 and 
 0 in each of its period. Clearly, we have i.WI 
 0; 
/D�i.WI 
; 
 0/.

Lemma 6.2 Let 
1, 
2 and 
3 be three ideal arcs isotopic to each other with common endpoints , and W
a spiraling diagram. Assume that they are in general position with each other. Then we have

i.WI 
1; 
3/D i.WI 
1; 
2/C i.WI 
2; 
3/:

Proof Immediately verified by choosing a common cut-off sector.

Definition 6.3 We say that an ideal arc 
 is in minimal position with a spiraling diagram W if it satisfies
i.WI 
 0; 
/� 0 for any ideal arc 
 0 isotopic to 
 with common endpoints, and in general position with W .

See Figure 33 for an example of an ideal arc not in a minimal position.

Realization of a minimal position We are going to prove:

Proposition 6.4 (unbounded version of [19, Corollary 12]) Let W be the spiraling diagram associated
with a nonelliptic signed web , and 
 an ideal arc in a general position with W . Then we can isotope W





 0

W

Figure 33: A spiraling diagram W that is not in minimal position with an ideal arc 
 . Indeed,
i.WI 
 0; 
/D�4.
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‹

‹

Figure 34: The restriction of a spiraling diagram W to a biangle bounded by two ideal arcs.
Its loose part is shown in orange, which can be pushed out through a sequence of intersection
reduction moves and H-moves.

into a spiraling diagram W 0 in minimal position with 
 via a finite sequence of intersection reduction
moves , H-moves , and an isotopy relative to 
 .

To prove this, the following lemma is useful:

Lemma 6.5 (unbounded version of [19, Lemma 15]) Let B be a biangle in† bounded by two immersed
arcs ˛ and ˛0, and W a spiraling diagram in a general position. If some of the endpoints of ˛ and ˛0

are punctures , then choose any cut-off sectors and consider Wreg as above. Otherwise , set Wreg WDW .
Then Wreg can be isotoped through a finite number of intersection reduction moves and H-moves so that
Wreg\B consists of disjoint parallel arcs connecting ˛ and ˛0. This can be done by preserving the cut-off
sectors , and the resulting web does not depend on the choice of cut-offs.

Proof Since Wreg is finite, the statement follows from [19, Lemma 15].

Notice that each of the H-moves and the intersection reduction moves are accompanied with a small
biangle (shown by dashed lines in Figures 7 and 8) that cuts out a part of the web which we push out.
Therefore the finite sequence of these moves in Lemma 6.5 is accompanied with a finite collection
fB.j /gj2J of biangles that is partially ordered for the inclusion according to the order of moves, which we
call the tightening biangles. Let us denote by W .j / the part of W cut out by the tightening biangle B.j /,
which we call the loose part of W . See Figure 34.

The following lemma ensures that the intersection reduction procedures of a spiraling diagram associated
with a nonelliptic signed web always terminate in finite steps.

Lemma 6.6 For any spiraling diagram W associated with a nonelliptic signed web W and an ideal arc 

in general position , the relative intersection number i.WI 
; 
 0/ is bounded from above when 
 0 runs over
the ideal arcs homotopic to 
 and in general position with 
 and W .

Proof If W has punctured H-faces, then applying appropriate puncture H-moves, we obtain another
signed web W 0 which is puncture-reduced. The corresponding spiraling diagrams W and W 0 differ
only by some finitely many H-shaped parts in the spiraling part, and hence i.WI 
; 
 0/D i.W 0I 
; 
 0/.
Therefore it suffices to consider the case where the signed web W giving rise to W is puncture-reduced.
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‹

‹





 0n1


 0n2z†

‹





 0n1


 0n2

W

† ‹

CC
C

W

Figure 35: The situation that the relative intersection numbers i.WI 
; 
 0n/ diverge. The top left
shows a covering of † around the puncture. The infinite sequence of portions are projected to the
same portion of W .

We prove the assertion by contradiction: suppose that there exists a sequence 
 0n'
 of ideal arcs satisfying
the condition and i.WI 
; 
 0n/� n for all n2Z�0. Let fB.j /n gj2Jn be the collection of tightening biangles
for the pair .
; 
 0n/, and W .j /

n �W the corresponding loose part.

(a) Since we are interested in a sequence 
 0n such that i.WI 
; 
 0n/ diverges, we may assume that
all of the tightening biangles B.j /n are stuck to 
 rather than 
 0n. Otherwise, a biangle stuck to

 0n contributes negatively to i.WI 
; 
 0n/. Then we may isotope 
 0n to avoid this biangle without
decreasing i.WI 
; 
 0n/.

(b) Shrinking each tightening biangle (without changing the intersection number of its boundary
with W) if necessary, we may assume that either B.j /n \B

.`/
m D∅, B.j /n � B

.`/
m or B.`/m � B

.j /
n

holds for any pair in this collection. Also we can ensure that each tightening biangle does not
intersect with the cut-off sectors at punctures.

Let us consider the compact intervalKD
n.cut-off sectors/. From the assumption of general position, the
intersection of W withK is finite. The intersections I .j /n WD 
\intB.j /n give open intervals inK. Observe
that the union

S
n�0; j2Jn

I
.j /
n has finitely many path-connected components, since each such component

contains a distinct point in W \K, which is finite. Therefore we see that there exist subsequences nk and
jk 2 Jnk such that B.jk/nk � B

.jkC1/
nkC1 .

Such a nested situation is illustrated in Figure 35. Indeed, the situation says that distinct reduction moves
are applied infinitely many times, while the original signed webW is finite. It means that there is a portion
P of the signed web that is referred infinitely many times. Therefore the nested biangles B.jk/nk (or the
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CC CC CC

Figure 36: The correspondence between the puncture-faces (top) and the faces stuck to 
 (bottom).

arcs 
 0nk ) must be winding around one of the punctures p1 or p2, while the portion P in W corresponding
to P is spiraling around the same puncture as in the bottom left of the figure. Notice that such a spiraling
diagram W arises from the signed web W shown in the bottom right.

Moreover, observe the correspondence shown in Figure 36 between the faces stuck to 
 and the puncture-
faces. Therefore, the sequence of loose parts W .jk/

nk must come from these puncture-faces in the signed
web W , which contradicts to either the puncture-reduced assumption, nonelliptic condition, or the no bad
ends condition. Thus the assertion is proved.

Proof of Proposition 6.4 Suppose that W is not in minimal position with 
 . Then there exists an ideal
arc 
0' 
 such that i.WI 
; 
0/ > 0 and in general position with 
 and W . Choose 
0 so that i.WI 
; 
0/
is maximal, whose existence is ensured by Lemma 6.6. Then for any other ideal arc 
 0 isotopic to 
 , we
have

i.WI 
 0; 
0/D i.WI 
 0; 
/C i.WI 
; 
0/D�i.WI 
; 
 0/C i.WI 
; 
0/� 0

by Lemma 6.2 and the maximality of 
0. It implies that 
0 is in minimal position with W , as desired.

Corollary 6.7 (cf [19, Corollary 12 and Proposition 13]) Any spiraling diagram W associated with a
signed web on † can be isotoped through a finite number of intersection reduction moves and H-moves
so that it is in minimal position simultaneously with any disjoint finite collection f
igNiD1 of ideal arcs.
Such a minimal position with f
igNiD1 is unique up to isotopy relative to these arcs , H-moves , periodic
H-moves and parallel moves.

Proof As in the discussion above, we isotope the arcs instead of the spiraling diagram. Let f
igi be
the original collection of ideal arcs, and f
 0igi the collection of modified arcs such that i.WI 
i ; 
 0i / is
maximal. Let Bi be the biangle bounded by 
i and 
 0i . We claim that we can slightly modify Bi as in
(b) above so that it does not cross 
 0j for any i ¤ j . Indeed, suppose Bi crosses 
 0j . If we can shrink Bi
without changing the intersection with W , do so. Otherwise, it implies that 
i and 
 0j bound together at
least one biangle B 0 �Bj , for which we can apply a reduction move (see Figure 37). It contradicts to the
maximality of i.WI 
j ; 
 0j /.
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 0i


 0j

B 0


i


j


 0i


 0j

Figure 37: Situations where Bi essentially crosses 
 0j (left) and Bi crosses 
j essentially (right).
Both pictures show the case where Bi intersects Bj only once.

Hence, the biangle Bi is either disjoint from Bj or intersect with Bj only through 
j . In the former
case, the reduction moves are independently applied. In the latter case, some of the reduction moves are
common for 
i and 
j but still the minimal positions can be simultaneously realized. Thus we get the
first statement.

The second one is proved by induction on the number N of arcs, just in the same way as the proof of [19,
Proposition 13].

Proof of Theorem 3.10: realization of a good position By Corollary 6.7, we can place any spiraling
diagram W in a minimal position with the ideal arcs in the split triangulation y4. Then by applying a finite
number of H-moves and periodic H-moves, we can push all the ladders as in Figure 38 into biangles (the
“tidying up” operation in [19]). Assume that these moves can be no longer applied to W . We are going to
prove that this position (the “joy-sparking” position in [19]) is a good position with respect to y4.

For each E 2 e.4/, the intersection W \BE is an unbounded essential web by Lemma 6.5, since it is in
minimal position with the ideal arcs bounding BE . For each T 2 t .4/, we see that the only components
of W \T which do not touch all sides of T are corner arcs by Lemma 6.5. Indeed, such a component
can be viewed as a web in a biangle obtained from T by collapsing one edge that is not touched, and
the ladders in the periodic part have been pushed into the biangles neighboring to T . Let W 0 be the web

Figure 38: Pushing a ladder into a biangle.
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obtained from W \T by removing these corner arcs, which must be finite. Then we see that W 0 must
be a honeycomb in the same as in the last part in the proof of [19, Theorem 19]. Hence W \ T is an
unbounded rung-less essential web. The uniqueness statement follows from that of Corollary 6.7. Thus
Theorem 3.10 is proved.

6.2 Proof of Theorem 3.19

We are going to prove Theorem 3.19 by following the strategy for the proof of [6, Theorem 47]. We
remark here that another proof of the latter statement is given in [19, Section 14] based on the graded
skein algebras.

The main issue here is that we have fixed the periodic pattern of corner arcs in the reconstruction procedure.
Hence the resulting spiraling diagram may differ from the original one by a periodic permutation of
corner arcs (“periodic local parallel-moves”) on each triangle. Our claim is that these local adjustments
glue together to give a global parallel-move, thus we get equivalent sl3-laminations. See Figure 40 for a
typical example.

By the Q>0-equivariance, it suffices to consider integral unbounded sl3-laminations, which are represented
by signed nonelliptic webs. Therefore it suffices to prove the following statement:

Proposition 6.8 If two signed nonelliptic webs W1 and W2 have the same shear coordinates .xi /i2Iuf.4/

with respect to an ideal triangulation4, then W1 and W2 are equivalent as unbounded sl3-laminations.

In what follows, the index � 2 f1; 2g will always given to the objects associated to the web W� . For a
discrete subset A � R (eg A D Z), we call a subset I � A of the form I D Œa; b�\A for a (possibly
unbounded) interval Œa; b��R an interval in A.

Global pictures Let W1 and W2 be as in Proposition 6.8. For � D 1; 2, we may assume that the
associated spiraling diagram W� is placed in a good position with respect to the split triangulation y4
by Theorem 3.10. Then its braid representative W4�;br has at most one honeycomb component on each
triangle. Let †ı be the holed surface, which is a compact surface obtained by removing a small open
disk DT in each T 2 t .�/ from †. We may isotope the unique honeycomb component of W4�;br into the
disk DT , so that hW�i WDW4�;br \†

ı is a collection of oriented curves, whose ends either lie on @†ı

or spiral around punctures. Following [6], we call hW�i the global picture associated with W4�;br. It is
obvious to reconstruct the braid representative from its global picture. We call each oriented curve in
hW�i a traveler.

Recall from Steps 1 and 2 in the reconstruction procedure (Section 3.4) that we can construct a braid
representative W 4�;br of signed web by replacing the spiraling ends with signed ends. We similarly define
its global picture by hW�i WDW 4�;br\†

ı. For the scheme of our proof, see Figure 39. Our strategy is as
follows:
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signed web W� spiraling diagram W�

global picture hW�iglobal picture hW�i ZIuf.4/
1 W 1

Steps 1 & 2

1 W 1Step 3

1 W 1

Lemma 3.17

x4

�4

Figure 39: The scheme for a proof of Proposition 6.8. It is obvious that the three objects W� ,
hW�i and hW�i are in one-to-one correspondences (up to strict isotopies), when one fixes a
triangulation4. It will be proved that we get the identity (up to equivalence of signed webs) after
going through the square.

(1) Starting from the assumption in Proposition 6.8, we are going to make a correspondence between
the topological data of global pictures hW1i and hW2i (namely, their travelers and intersection
points among them) by an unbounded version of the “fellow-traveler lemma” [6, Lemma 57].

(2) From such a correspondence, we can describe a sequence of elementary moves relation W1 and
W2 by just following the argument of Douglas and Sun [6, Section 7.4] for the bounded case.

Unbounded fellow-traveler lemma For each traveler 
 in hW�i, fix a basepoint x0 2 
 so that it
does not lie on any edge of 4. Associated to such a based traveler .
; x0/ is the route .Ei /i2I , where
I � Z is an interval and Ei is the i th edge of 4 crossed by 
 listed in order according to the orientation
of 
 : the 0th edge is the first one encountered by 
 after passing x0. We also define the turning pattern
.�i /i2I � fL; S;Rg

I of the based traveler .
; x0/ as follows:

�i WD

8<:
L if EiC1 follows Ei in the counterclockwise direction at their common endpoints;
S if 
 ends at the boundary of DT right after passing Ei ;
R if EiC1 follows Ei in the clockwise direction at their common endpoints:

The following is immediately verified:

Lemma 6.9 The topological types of the travelers 
 are distinguished by the periodicity of the data
.Ei ; �i /i2I , as follows:

� 
 is a bounded arc both of whose ends lie on @†ı if I � Z is bounded ;

� 
 is a loop if I D Z and the route is totally periodic .namely , EiCk D Ei for some k 2 Z/.
Moreover , it is peripheral if the turning pattern .�i /i2I is constant ;

� 
 has an end spiraling to a puncture p, say in the forward direction , if I � Z is unbounded from
above , the route .Ei /i is not totally periodic but eventually periodic , and the turning pattern .�i /i
is eventually constant in the forward direction.
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Figure 40: Example of local picture of a pair .hW1i; hW2i/ having the same shear coordinates.
Here the top (resp. bottom) picture shows the collection of oriented curves going through the
central biangle from the right to the left (resp. from the left to the right), which is common for
hW1i and hW2i except for 
7.

We say that two travelers 
 .1/ in hW1i and 
 .2/ in hW2i are fellow-travelers if their data .E.1/i ; �
.1/
i /i2I1

and .E.2/i ; �
.2/
i /i2I2 are the same, in the sense that there exists an order-preserving bijection f W I1! I2

such that E.2/
f .i/
D E

.1/
i and � .2/

f .i/
D �

.1/
i for all i 2 I1. Notice that the notion of fellow-traveler does

not depend on the choice of basepoints, and that two fellow-travelers have the same topological type by
Lemma 6.9.

Lemma 6.10 (unbounded fellow-traveler lemma, cf [6, Lemma 57]) Under the assumption of Proposi-
tion 6.8, there exists a bijection

' W fnonperipheral travelers in hW1ig
��! fnonperipheral travelers in hW2ig

such that 
 and '.
/ are fellow-travelers.

Traveler identifier In order to prove Lemma 6.10, let us introduce another data that identifies the traveler
and can be characterized by the shear coordinates. Let us consider two triangles TL; TR 2 t .4/ that
shares a biangle BE . For Z 2 fL;Rg, let EZ denote the edge of y4 shared by TZ and BE . Let SC;.�/EZ

(resp. S�;.�/EZ
) denote the set of strands on EZ incoming to (resp. outgoing from) the biangle BE , which

are given by the intersections of travelers in hW�i and EZ for �D 1; 2. We endow EZ with the orientation
induced from the triangle TZ .

Choose two orientation-preserving parametrizations of EZ in the same way as in Section 3.4. Namely,
choose �˙;.�/EZ

W R ! EZ so that the inverse image of S˙;.�/EZ
is an interval I˙;.�/EZ

�
1
2
C Z, and

�
˙;.�/
EZ

.R<0/\S
˙;.�/
EZ

consists of all the strands coming from the corner arcs around the initial marked
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point ofEZ . Let f ˙;.�/EZ
WEZ!R be the inverse map of �˙;.�/EZ

. For a traveler 
 .�/ in hW�i that intersects
with the edge EZ at a point x, its traveler identifier at EZ is the pair .k; �/ 2

�
1
2
CZ

�
� f˙1g given by

.k; �/ WD

(
.f
C;.�/
EZ

.x/;C/ if 
 enters BE from EZ ;

.f
�;.�/
EZ

.x/;�/ if 
 exits BE from EZ :

Then we write 
 .�/ D 
 .�/EZ .k; �/.

Example 6.11 In the example shown in Figure 40, we have


1 D 

.�/
E1
.5=2;�/D 


.�/
E2
.�1=2;C/D 


.�/
E3
.3=2;�/;


2 D 

.�/
E1
.3=2;�/D 


.�/
E2
.1=2;C/;


3 D 

.�/
E1
.1=2;�/D 


.�/
E2
.3=2;C/;


4 D 

.�/
E1
.3=2;C/D 


.�/
E2
.�5=2;�/D 


.�/
E3
.5=2;C/;


5 D 

.�/
E1
.1=2;C/D 


.�/
E2
.�3=2;�/D 


.�/
E3
.3=2;C/;


6 D 

.�/
E1
.�1=2;C/D 


.�/
E2
.�1=2;�/D 


.�/
E3
.1=2;C/;


7 D 

.�/
E1
.�3=2;C/D 


.�/
E2
.1=2;C/:

Lemma 6.12 Let 
 .�/ be a traveler in hW�i that passes through BE from EL to ER. Let .kL;C/ and
.kR;�/ be its traveler identifier at EL and ER, respectively. Then we have

kLC kR D xE;1.W�/C ŒxTR.W�/�C:

If 
 .�/ passes through BE from ER to EL, then its traveler identifiers .kR;C/ and .kL;C/ satisfy
kLC kR D xE;2.W�/C ŒxTL.W�/�C.

Proof Just observe that our choice of parametrizations �˙;.�/EZ
is the same as in the reconstruction

procedure (Section 3.4), except for the difference that we do not necessarily have an infinite number of
corner arcs here. Then the assertion is obtained from the gluing rule (3-2).

Lemma 6.13 The traveler identifiers characterizes the traveler and its topological type. Namely,

(1) the traveler identifier determines the data .Ei ; �i /i2I for each traveler;

(2) if 
 .1/E .k; �/D 

.1/
E 0 .k

0; �0/ for two edges E and E 0 of the split triangulation y4, then



.2/
E .k; �/D 


.2/
E 0 .k

0; �0/:

Proof (1) The initial edge E0 is determined from the basepoint x0. Assume that we have determined
the data Ei for 0 � i � k and �j for 0 � j � k � 1. Let E WD Ek . Then Ek�1 and �k�1 tell us from
which direction our traveler passes through the biangle BE . Assume it is from TL to TR, without loss of
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0

ŒxTR �C




Figure 41: The turning pattern determined by the value of kR.

generality. Then by Lemma 6.12, we have kR D xE;1.W�/C ŒxTR.W�/�C� kL. Then by the choice of
the parametrization ��;.�/ER

, we see that

�k D

8<:
L if kR < 0;
S if 0 < kR < ŒxTR.W�/�C;
R if kR > ŒxTR.W�/�C:

See Figure 41. Moreover, the pattern �k tells us the next edge EkC1 or its absence.

(2) Recall that the shear coordinates of W1 and W2 are the same. Since the reconstruction given in (1) is
characterized by the shear coordinates, the assertion follows.

Proof of Lemma 6.10 Define the bijection ' by

(6-1) ' W 

.1/
E .k; �/ 7! 


.2/
E .k; �/:

It is well defined by Lemma 6.13(2), and preserves the topological types of travelers by Lemma 6.13(1).

Remark 6.14 From the proof of Lemma 6.12, a traveler 
 D 
 .1/E .k; �/ with k 2 I �;.1/E n I
�;.2/
E must

be peripheral. For example, if 
 D 
 .1/EL.kL;C/ and kL <min I �;.2/EL
is a lower excess, then it must have

�k D R, since otherwise it has a nontrivial contribution to the edge coordinates. It follows that such
a traveler also has an identifier of lower excess in the next biangle, concluding �k D R for all k 2 Z

inductively for both directions. See 
7 in Figure 40 for an example.

Correspondence between the global pictures hW1i and hW2i Let W1 and W2 be as in Proposition 6.8.
Then by the unbounded fellow-traveler Lemma, we have a bijective correspondence ' between the
travelers in hW1i and hW2i. Let us consider the global pictures hW1i and hW2i, and call each oriented
curve in hW�i a traveler again. Since the bijection ' preserves the spiraling types of travelers in hW�i, it
induces a bijection

(6-2) ' W ftravelers in hW1ig ��! ftravelers in hW2ig:

Here we make the intersection of each traveler in hW�i with each edge of y4 minimal, by applying the
same isotopy for each pair .
; '.
// of travelers. Notice that each traveler in hW�i is either a closed loop
or a compact arc, and their intersections are finite. Therefore we can proceed by applying Douglas and
Sun’s argument [6, Section 7.4] for the rest of discussion.
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Recall the notion of a shared route of two ordered travelers .
; 
 0/ from [6, Definition 59]. Roughly
speaking, it is a maximal interval shared by the routes of two travelers with opposite orientations. The
definition is extended for the travelers in hW�i in a straightforward way. A shared route is either crossing
or noncrossing. A noncrossing shared route is said to be left-oriented if one traveler is always seen on the
left from the other traveler. A crossing shared route is said to be left-oriented if the same situation occurs
near its source-end [6, Definition 61].

By applying the boundary and puncture H-moves if necessary, we may assume that these webs are reduced.
Then we see that each shared route has at most one intersection point (see [6, Lemma 60]). Indeed, two
intersecting travelers cannot have a common endpoint at a puncture, since such a situation would come
from a puncture H-face. Hence the situation regarding the crossing shared routes is exactly the same as in
the bounded case. From these observations, together with the bijection (6-2), we get:

Lemma 6.15 (cf [6, Corollary 64]) For � D 1; 2, let PhW�i denote the set of intersections of travelers
in hW�i. Then we have a bijection

'int W PhW1i
��! PhW2i

such that the unique intersection point p of a left-oriented shared route of two travelers .
; 
 0/ in hW1i is
sent to the unique intersection point 'int.p/ of the corresponding shared route of .'.
/; '.
 0// in hW2i.

Proof of Proposition 6.8: a sequence of elementary moves relating W1 and W2 As in the previous
paragraph, we may assume that W1 and W2 are reduced by applying the boundary/puncture H-moves.
Moreover by applying the loop parallel-moves and the arc parallel-moves (Lemma 2.4), we may assume
that both W1 and W2 are left-oriented in the sense that for each pair of parallel loop or arc components
with opposite orientations, one is always seen on the left from the other. It includes the closed-left-
oriented condition [6, Definition 62]. Now we are going to see that the intersection points p 2 PhW1i and
'int.p/ 2PhW2i can be adjusted to a common position by a sequence of modified H-moves; see Figure 42.
The techniques developed in [6, Section 7.8] can be directly applied to our situation without any essential
modification, since the situation around a crossing shared route is exactly the same as in the bounded
case, and the sets PhW�i are finite. Then we get:

Lemma 6.16 (cf [6, Lemma 66]) There are sequences of modified H-moves applicable to the webs W1
and W2 respectively , after which the bijection 'int satisfies the property that for each intersection point p
in hW1i, the two points p and 'int.p/ lie in the same shared-route-biangle [6, Definition 65].

Apply the sequence of modified H-moves to W1 and W2 prescribed above. We claim that the two signed
webs W1 and W2 are now isotopic.

In the same way as in the proof of [6, Lemma 67], we see that the finite sequences of oriented strands on
each edge of the split triangulation y4 are the same for hW1i and hW2i. We have a correspondence (6-2)
that relates the travelers in hW1i and hW2i, in particular the ends incident to punctures and their signs.
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:::
:::

p

'int.p/

hW1i hW2i

Figure 42: Adjustment of intersection points. Here only the difference from the situation in [6] is
that some of the travelers can end at a puncture.

The travelers can intersect with each other inside biangles, whose pattern is uniquely determined by the
sequence of oriented strands on the side edges. Thus hW1i and hW2i restricts to the same collection of
oriented curves (with signed ends at punctures) in each triangle and biangle in y4. Since we can uniquely
recover the honeycombs from these diagrams, we get W1 DW2 up to isotopy. Thus Proposition 6.8 is
proved.

Proof of Theorem 3.19 Let us consider an integral unbounded sl3-lamination, which is represented
by a signed nonelliptic web W1. Let W2 WD �4 ı xuf

4
.W1/ be the signed nonelliptic web obtained from

the reconstruction. By Proposition 3.18, we have xuf
4
.W1/D xuf

4
.W2/. Then Proposition 6.8 tells us that

W1 and W2 determine an equivalent sl3-lamination. Combining with the Q>0-equivariance, we get the
desired assertion.

Appendix Cluster varieties associated with the pair .sl3; †/

Here we briefly recall the general theory of cluster varieties [13], and the construction of the seed pattern
s.sl3; †/ that encodes the cluster structures of the spaces of sl3-laminations in consideration.

A.1 Seeds, mutations and the labeled exchange graph

Fix a finite set I D f1; : : : ; N g of indices, and let FA and FX be fields both isomorphic to the field
Q.z1; : : : ; zN / of rational functions on N variables. We also fix a subset Iuf � I (“unfrozen”) and let
If WD I n Iuf (“frozen”). A (labeled, skew-symmetric) seed in .FA;FX / is a triple .";A;X/, where

� "D ."ij /i;j2I is a skew-symmetric matrix (exchange matrix) with values in 1
2
Z such that "ij 2 Z

unless .i; j / 2 If � If;
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� A D .Ai /i2I and X D .Xi /i2I are tuples of algebraically independent elements (cluster A- and
X -variables) in FA and FX , respectively.

The exchange matrix " can be encoded in a quiver with vertices parametrized by the set I and j"ij j arrows
from i to j (resp. j to i) if "ij > 0 (resp. "j i > 0). In figures, we draw n dashed arrows from i to j if
"ij D n=2 for n 2 Z, where a pair of dashed arrows is replaced with a solid arrow.

For an unfrozen index k 2 Iuf, the mutation directed to k produces a new seed ."0;A0;X 0/D�k.";A;X/
according to an explicit formula [17]. See, for instance, [23, (2.1), (2.3) and (2.4)] for a formula which fits
in with our convention. A permutation � 2SIuf�SIf induces a transformation � W .";A;X/! ."0;A0;X 0/

by the rule

(A-1) "0ij WD "��1.i/;��1.j /; A0i WD A��1.i/; X 0i WDX��1.i/:

We say that two seeds in .FA;FX / are mutation-equivalent if they are transformed to each other by a
finite sequence of mutations and permutations. The equivalence class is usually called a mutation class.

The relations among the seeds in a given mutation class s can be encoded in the (labeled) exchange graph
Exchs. It is a graph with vertices v corresponding to the seeds s.v/ in s, together with labeled edges of
the following two types:

� edges of the form v k
�� v0 whenever the seeds s.v/ and s.v

0/ are related by the mutation �k for
k 2 Iuf;

� edges of the form v �
��v0 whenever the seeds s.v/ and s.v

0/ are related by the transposition �D .j k/
for .j; k/ 2 Iuf � Iuf or If � If.

When no confusion can occur, we simply denote a vertex of the labeled exchange graph by v 2 Exchs in-
stead of v2V.Exchs/. When we write s.v/D.".v/;A.v/;X .v//, it is known that .".v/;A.v//D.".v

0/;A.v0//

if and only if .".v/;X .v//D .".v
0/;X .v0// for two vertices v and v0 (the synchronicity phenomenon [38]).

We call .".v/;A.v// and .".v/;X .v// an A-seed and an X -seed, respectively. We also remark that the
labeled exchange graph depends only on the mutation class of the underlying exchange matrices. Indeed,
it is unchanged if we transform the cluster variables simultaneously by an automorphism of the ambient
field.

Remark A.1 In geometric applications, A- and X -seeds are constructed in the field of rational functions
on a space of interest. For Z 2 fA;X g, a cluster Z-atlas on a variety (scheme, stack) V is a collection of
Z-seeds in the field K.V / of rational functions which are mutation-equivalent to each other. A cluster
atlas can be uniquely extended to a cluster Z-structure, which is a maximal collection of Z-seeds in K.V /,
thus forming a mutation class s. See Remark A.3 below.

A.2 Cluster varieties

The cluster varieties associated with a mutation class s are constructed by patching algebraic tori
parametrized by the vertices of the labeled exchange graph.
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Notation A.2 A multiplicative algebraic group is denoted by Gm D Spec ZŒu; u�1�. For a lattice ƒ (ie
a free abelian group of finite rank), let Tƒ WD Hom.ƒ;Gm/ denote the associated algebraic torus. For a
(split) algebraic torus T Š .Gm/

N , let

X�.T / WD Hom.T;Gm/ and X�.T / WD Hom.Gm; T /

denote the lattices of characters and cocharacters, respectively. These lattices are dual to each other by via
the canonical pairing X�.T /˝X�.T /! Hom.Gm;Gm/Š Z. The contravariant functors T� Wƒ 7! Tƒ
and X� W T 7!X�.T / are inverses to each other: ƒDX�.Tƒ/, T D TX�.T /. A vector � 2ƒ gives rise
to a character �� W Tƒ!Gm.

For v 2Exchs, consider a latticeN .v/D
L
i2I Ze.v/i with a fixed basis and its dualM .v/D

L
i2I Zf .v/i .

Let X.v/ WD TN .v/ and A.v/ WD TM .v/ denote the associated algebraic tori of dimension jI j. The
characters X .v/i WD �e.v/i W X.v/!Gm and A.v/i WD �f .v/i

WA.v/!Gm are called the cluster coordinates.
The exchange matrix ".v/ defines a 1

2
Z-valued bilinear form onN .v/ by .e.v/i ; e

.v/
j / WD "

.v/
ij , which induces

Poisson and K2-structures on X.v/ and A.v/, respectively. The mutation rule turns into birational maps
�x
k
W X.v/! X.v0/ and �a

k
WA.v/!A.v0/, called the cluster transformations [13, (13) and (14)]. Then the

cluster X - and A-varieties are the schemes defined as

Xs WD

[
v2Exchs

X.v/; As WD

[
v2Exchs

A.v/:

Here for .z;Z/ 2 f.a;A/; .x;X /g, (open subsets of) tori Z.v/ and Z.v0/ are identified via the cluster
transformation �z

k
if there is an edge of the form v k

�� v0, or via the coordinate permutation (A-1) if
there is an edge of the form v �

�� v0. As a slight variant, let X uf
.v/
WDT

N
.v/
uf

, and X uf
s WD

S
v2Exchs X

uf
.v/

the
cluster X -variety without frozen coordinates. Since the cluster transformation of unfrozen X -coordinates
does not refer the frozen ones, we have a natural projection Xs!X uf

s . We remark that the cluster varieties
are constructed only from the mutation class of the underlying exchange matrices.

For .Z;Z/ 2 f.A;A/; .X;X /g, each pair .".v/; .Z.v/i /i2I / of the exchange matrix and the cluster Z-
coordinates defines a Z-seed in the field FZ WD K.Zs/ of rational functions in the sense of the previous
section. The rings O.As/� FA and O.Xs/� FX of regular functions are called the upper cluster algebra
and the cluster Poisson algebra, respectively. The cluster algebra [16] is the subring As � O.As/

generated by all the cluster coordinates A.v/i , i 2 I , v 2 Exchs.

Ensemble maps and their extensions The cluster varieties Xs and As are coupled as a cluster ensemble.
For v 2Exchs, let N .v/

uf �N
.v/ denote the sublattice spanned by e.v/i for i 2 Iuf. Then by the assumption

on the exchange matrix, we have the linear map

(A-2) p�.v/ WN
.v/
uf !M .v/; e

.v/
i 7!

X
j2I

"
.v/
ij f

.v/
j :

Moreover, it can be verified that the maps between tori induced by (A-2) commute with cluster trans-
formations, and combine to give a morphism p W As ! X uf

s . We call this map the ensemble map,
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and the triple .As;Xs; p/ the cluster ensemble associated with s. If we pick up a suitable extension
Qp�
.v/
WN .v/!M .v/ of the map (A-2) (see [22, (A.2)] for the required condition), then it still commutes

with cluster transformations and hence we get an extended ensemble map Qp W As! Xs. It is shown in
[21, Section 13.3] that such a choice exactly corresponds to a choice of compatibility pairs [3] defining a
quantum cluster algebra.

Tropicalizations The positive structures on the cluster varieties allow us to consider their semifield-
valued points. For AD Z, Q or R, let AT WD .A;max;C/ denote the corresponding tropical semifield
(or the max-plus semifield). For an algebraic torus H , let H.AT / WD X�.H/˝Z .A;C/. A positive
rational map f WH !H 0 between algebraic tori naturally induces a piecewise-linear (PL for short) map
f T WH.AT /!H 0.AT /. We call f T the tropicalized map. In particular we have the tropicalized cluster
transformations �T

k
W Z.v/.AT /! Z.v0/.AT / for .z;Z/ 2 f.a;A/; .x;X /g, explicitly given as

.�Tk /
�x
.v0/
i D

(
�x
.v/

k
if i D k;

x
.v/
i � "

.v/

ik
Œ� sgn.".v/

ik
/x
.v/

k
�C if i ¤ k;

(A-3)

.�Tk /
�a
.v0/
i D

(
�a

.v/

k
Cmax

˚P
j2I Œ"

.v/

kj
�Ca

.v/
j ;

P
j2I Œ�"

.v/

kj
�Ca

.v/
j

	
if i D k;

a
.v/
i if i ¤ k:

(A-4)

Here x
.v/
i and a

.v/
i are the coordinate functions induced by the basis vectors e.v/i and f .v/i respectively,

and Œu�C WDmaxf0; ug for u 2A. We can use them to define the tropical cluster varieties

Xs.A
T / WD

[
v2Exchs

X.v/.AT /; As.A
T / WD

[
v2Exchs

A.v/.AT /;

which are naturally equipped with canonical PL structures. Since the PL maps are equivariant for the
scaling action of A>0, the tropical cluster varieties inherit this A>0-action. We also consider the tropical
X -varieties X uf

s .A
T / without frozen coordinates. In the body of this paper, the main objects of study are

the spaces X uf
s .Q

T / and Xs.QT / associated with a particular mutation class s.

Cluster modular group The cluster ensemble is naturally equipped with a discrete symmetry group.
Let Mats denote the mutation class of exchange matrices underlying the mutation class s. Then we have a
map

"� W V.Exchs/!Mats; v 7! ".v/:

Then the cluster modular group �s � Aut.Exchs/ consists of graph automorphism � which preserves
the fibers of the map "� and the labels on the edges. An element of the cluster modular group is
called a mutation loop. The cluster modular group acts on the cluster varieties As and Xs so that
��Z

.v/
i DZ

.��1.v//
i for all � 2�s, v 2Exchs and i 2 I , where .Z;Z/2 f.A;A/; .X;X /g. These actions

commute with the ensemble map.

Since the actions are by positive rational maps, they induce actions of �s on As.AT / and Xs.AT / by PL
automorphisms, which commute with the (extended) ensemble map. Moreover, these actions commute
with the rescaling action of A>0.
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A.3 The cluster ensemble associated with the pair .sl3; †/

Here we quickly recall the cluster structures on the moduli spaces ASL3;†, XPGL3;† and PPGL3;† con-
structed in [10; 21]. We are going to recall the Fock–Goncharov atlas associated with ideal triangulations
of † and their mutation-equivalences, since it is typical difficult to describe the entire cluster structure.

Let4 be an ideal triangulation of †. Then we construct a quiverQ4 with the vertex set I.4/ by drawing
the quiver

on each triangle, and glue them by the amalgamation construction [9]. In our case, this just means that
we glue the quivers on adjacent triangles by identifying the two vertices on the shared edge and eliminate
the pair of opposite dashed arrows. The vertices on the boundary intervals of † are declared to be frozen,
forming the subset If.4/� I.4/ as in Section 2.1. Let "4D ."4ij /i;j2I.4/ be the corresponding exchange
matrix.

These quivers Q4 (or the exchange matrices "4) associated with ideal triangulations of † are mutation-
equivalent to each other. Indeed, the quivers Q4 and Q4

0

associated with two triangulations 4 and 40

connected by a single flip fE W 4!40 are transformed to each other via one of the mutation sequences
shown in Figure 43. Then the assertion follows from the classical fact that any two ideal triangulations of
the same marked surface can be transformed to each other by a finite sequence of flips.

Remark A.3 For each ideal triangulation 4, we can associate an A-seed ."4;A4/ (resp. X -seed
."4;X4/) in the field of rational functions on the moduli space ASL3;† (resp. PPGL3;†). Forgetting the
frozen part in the latter, we get an X -seed for the moduli space XPGL3;†. See [10, Section 9] or [21,
Section 3] for construction. These birational coordinate systems define cluster atlases on these moduli
spaces in the sense of Remark A.1.

Then there exists a unique mutation class s.sl3; †/ containing the seeds associated with any ideal
triangulations 4. More precisely, a labeled sl3-triangulation .4; `/, namely an ideal triangulation 4
together with a bijection ` W I.4/! f1; : : : ; N g, give rise to vertices of the labeled exchange graph
Exchs.sl3;†/. Figure 43 describes a subgraph containing .4; `/ and .40; `0/, where the labels ` and `0 are
consistently chosen. Let us simply denote the objects related to s.sl3; †/ by

Asl3;† WDAs.sl3;†/; Xsl3;† WD Xs.sl3;†/; Exchsl3;† WD Exchs.sl3;†/; �sl3;† WD �s.sl3;†/;

and so on.
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Figure 43: Some of the sequences of mutations that realize the flip fE W 4 ! 40. Here we
partially fix labelings ` and `0 of vertices in I.4/ and I.40/, respectively.

The following can be verified from (A-3) by a direct computation:

Lemma A.4 For two labeled sl3-triangulations v D .4; `/; v0 D .40; `0/ 2 Exchsl3;† as in Figure 43,
the (max-plus) tropical coordinates xi WD x

.v/
i and x0i WD x

.v0/
i for i 2 f1; : : : ; 12g are related as follows:

x01 D x2C Œx3; x4; x1�C� Œx1; x2; x3�C; x02 D�x1� x2C Œx1�C� Œx3�C;

x03 D x4C Œx1; x2; x3�C� Œx3; x4; x1�C; x04 D�x3� x4C Œx3�C� Œx1�C;

x05 D x5C Œx1�C; x06 D x6C Œx1; x2; x3�C� Œx1�C;

x07 D x7C x1C x2C Œx3�C� Œx1; x2; x3�C; x08 D x8� Œ�x3�C;

x09 D x9C Œx3�C; x010 D x10C Œx3; x4; x1�C� Œx3�C;

x011 D x11C x3C x4C Œx1�C� Œx3; x4; x1�C; x012 D x12� Œ�x1�C:

Here Œx�C WDmaxf0; xg and Œx; y; z�C WDmaxf0; x; xCy; xCyC zg.

Goncharov–Shen extension of the ensemble map Following [21], we choose the following extension
of the ensemble map. Let

C.sl3/D .Cst /s;t2f1;2g D

�
2 �1

�1 2

�
denote the Cartan matrix of the Lie algebra sl3. For an ideal triangulation 4, let Q"4 D .Q"4ij /i;j2I.4/ be
the matrix given by Q"4ij WD "

4
ij Cmij , where

(A-5) mij WD

�
�
1
2
Cst if i D is.E/ and j D i t .E/ lie on a common boundary interval E 2 B;

0 otherwise:
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Then we define Qp�
4
WN4!M4 by e4i 7!

P
i;j2I.4/ Q"

4
ij f
4
j inducing a morphism

(A-6) QpGS WAsl3;†! Xsl3;†;

which we call the Goncharov–Shen extension of the ensemble map. This choice naturally comes from the
geometry of the moduli spaces of local systems on †, so QpGS agrees with the map p WA�SL3;†

! PPGL3;†

[21, Proposition 9.4].

Cluster modular group Although the entire structure of the cluster modular group �sl3;† is yet unknown,
it is known to include the subgroup .MC.†/ � Out.SL3// ËW.sl3/Mı � �sl3;† [20]. Here MC.†/
denotes the mapping class group of the marked surface †, Out.SL3//D Aut.SL3/=Inn.SL3/ is the outer
automorphism group of SL3, and W.sl3/ is the Weyl group of the Lie algebra sl3. The group Out.SL3/
has order 2, and generated by the Dynkin involution �W G ! G, g 7! .g�1/T. For each element � in
this subgroup, let us call the induced PL action � W Zsl3;†.Q

T /! Zsl3;†.Q
T / the cluster action, in

comparison to the geometric action we introduce in the body of this paper in terms of signed sl3-webs.
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