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Longitudes in SL2 representations of link groups
and Milnor–Witt K2-groups of fields

Takefumi Nosaka

We describe an arithmetic K2-valued invariant for longitudes of a link L ⊂ R3,
obtained from an SL2 representation of the link group. Furthermore, we show
a nontriviality on the elements, and compute the elements for some links. As
an application, we develop a method for computing longitudes in S̃L

top
2 (R) rep-

resentations for link groups, where S̃L
top
2 (R) is the universal covering group

of SL2(R).

1. Introduction

Algebraic K-groups provide a uniform language for the study of many mathemat-
ical phenomena. When it comes to knot theory in topology, the Chern–Simons
invariant (i.e., complex volume) and the twisted Alexander polynomial have been
extensively studied as important invariants of 3-manifolds, and appear as elements
in the K1- and K3-groups as follows:1

K-group link invariant

K1 [Bass 1968] twisted Alexander polynomial
K2 [Milnor 1971] unknown
K3 [Quillen 1973] Chern–Simons invariant

In contrast, there are few such studies on the second K-group in low-dimensional
topology. Although the paper [Cooper et al. 1994, §4] in topology introduced the
A-polynomial and a Steinberg symbol “{m, l} ∈ K M

2 (F)”, the symbol was defined
only for “the tautological representation” (However, this {m, l} has a relation to the
study of incompressible surfaces in Culler–Shalen theory; see [Cooper et al. 1994,
Introduction].) Moreover, we should emphasize that fields F in most papers on the
Culler–Shalen theory are assumed to be (over) the complex field C, which is local
from the viewpoint of number theory. Nevertheless, the Milnor–Witt K2-group

MSC2010: primary 19C20, 19C30, 57M27, 57Q45; secondary 19C40, 57M10, 57M50.
Keywords: knot, Milnor K-group, Witt ring, parabolic representations, quandle.

1For the reader interested in the link invariants with relation to the K1- and K3-groups, see [Mil-
nor 1966; Friedl and Kim 2008; Zickert 2009] and references therein.
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K MW
2 (F) is defined, from any field F , to be the kernel of the universal central

extension E (which exists because SL2(F) is perfect),

K MW
2 (F) := Ker

(
E : S̃L2(F)−→ SL2(F)

)
;

this K MW
2 (F) has been extensively studied in relation to, e.g., metaplectic groups,

stability problems and A1-homotopy theory (see [Matsumoto 1969; Morel 2012;
Hutchinson and Tao 2008; Suslin 1987]). Actually, K MW

2 (F) contains some ob-
structions, as in the class number formula, the Beilinson conjecture and so on (see
[Weibel 2013]).

In this paper, we propose a natural construction of an element in K MW
2 (F) from

any parabolic2 representation f : π1(R
3
\ L)→ SL2(F), where F is any infinite

field and L is an arbitrary link in R3. The construction is done in a simple way,
wherein the longitudes of L play a key role: First, we show (Proposition 3.1) that
f can be algebraically lifted to f̃ : π1(R

3
\ L)→ S̃L2(F); it follows from the

parabolicity that, for each (preferred) longitude li ∈ π1(R
3
\ L), f (li ) lies in the

unipotent subgroup UF of SL2(F) up to conjugacy. Therefore, the lifted f̃ (li ) lies
in the preimage E−1(UF ), which will be shown to be isomorphic to the product
F × K̃ MW

2 (F) as abelian groups (Lemma 2.4). Here K̃ MW
2 (F) is a Z/2-extension

of K MW
2 (F); see (2.3). Further, we will show that the value f̃ (li ) is independent

of the choice of the lift f̃ , and call it the K2 invariant of f (Definition 3.3). Here
is a summary:

f̃ (li ) ∈ F × K̃ MW
2 (F)∼= E−1(UF )

� � / S̃L2(F)

E
��

li ∈ π1(R
3
\ L)

*

44

f
//

f̃

22

SL2(F)

In addition, using a homotopical result in [Nosaka 2015], we will show that any
(algebraic) 2-cycle in K̃ MW

2 (F) can be represented as the K2 invariant of some
parabolic representation of some link (Theorem 3.4). Consequently, this theorem
ensures that many links give nontrivial examples of the K2 invariants. Further-
more, the K2 invariants are partially computable for some links, by the help of
arithmetic studies on the K2-groups. Here, the Matsumoto–Moore 2-cocycle [Mat-
sumoto 1969; Moore 1968] is useful, to formulate f̃ (li ) explicitly in K MW

2 (F) (see
Section 2), and K MW

2 (F) in some cases is computable (see Section 4); Thus, we

2Notation in topology: Here, a link L is a C∞-embedding of solid tori into the 3-space R3.
Namely, L :

⊔
(D2
× S1) ↪→ R3. By #L we mean the number of tori, and π1(R

3
\ L) is called the

link group of L . Furthermore, with a choice x0 ∈ S1, a meridian is one component in the image of⊔
(∂D2

×{x0}) and a longitude is that of
⊔
({x0}×S1). A homomorphism f :π1(R

3
\L)→ SL2(F)

is parabolic if every meridian m in π1(R
3
\ L) satisfies Tr f (m)=±2.
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will explicitly determine the K2 invariants of some small knots (see Section 5),
although geometric and arithmetic features appearing in the K2 invariants have
many unknown aspects (see the A-polynomial [Cooper et al. 1994]).

Furthermore, in Section 6B, we will give two applications from the K2 stud-
ies to low-dimensional topology. The first is with respect to the unlifted object
f (li ) = E( f̃ (li )) ∈ SL2(F), which is commonly called a cusp shape in hyper-
bolic geometry (see [Maclachlan and Reid 2003; Zickert 2009]). While the cusp
shape seems, by definition, to be a noncommutative object arising from the link
groups π1(R

3
\ L), we explicitly introduce an additive sum formula for f (li ),

as in the abelian group K MW
2 (F); see Theorem 6.1. The second is an applica-

tion to the method of Boyer, Gordon and Watson [Boyer et al. 2013] for find-
ing new 3-dimensional manifolds, Mr (K ), obtained by r-surgery on a knot K
such that π1(Mr (K )) is “left-orderable”. This result (Theorem 6.7) gives evi-
dence supporting to a conjecture in [Boyer et al. 2013] that relates L-spaces to
left-orderability. The key here is Proposition 6.3, which closely relates the real
K MW

2 (R) to S̃Ltop
2 (R), where S̃Ltop

2 (R) is the universal cover group of the Lie group
SL2(R). See Section 6B for the details.

This paper is organized as follows: We first review the K2-groups in Section 2,
and define the K2 invariants in Section 3. After explaining computation on K2 in
Section 4, we quantitatively compute some K2 invariants in Section 5. Furthermore,
we describe the two applications in Section 6. Finally, Section 7 discusses parabolic
representations by means of quandle theory, and proves the theorems.

Notational conventions. Throughout this paper, F is a commutative field of infinite
order, and Char(F) is the characteristic (possibly Char(F)= 0, 2).

2. Review: the Milnor–Witt K2-group

Before stating the results, we should briefly review the Matsumoto–Moore theorem
[Matsumoto 1969; Moore 1968], which provides a presentation of the second group
homology H gr

2 (SL2(F)).
Define K MW

2 (F) to be the abelian group3 generated by the symbols [a, b] with
a, b ∈ F subject to the relations

(i) [a, bc] + [b, c] = [ab, c] + [a, b] and [a, 1] = [1, b] = 0,

(ii) [a, b] = [b−1, a] and [a, b] = [a,−ab] for a, b, c ∈ F×,

(iii) [d, e] = [d, (1− d)e],

(iv) [d, 0] = [d, 0] = 0 for d, e ∈ F .

3The original presentation did not contain the generators [0, d], [d, 0] or the relation (iv). In order
to simplify our statements we employ this presentation, although we can easily see that it coincides
with the original presentation through the relation (iv).
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Noting that the group SL2(F) is perfect, i.e., SL2(F)ab = 0, we now describe the
theorem:

Theorem 2.1 [Moore 1968; Matsumoto 1969, Corollaire 5.12]. Let F be an infi-
nite field. There is an isomorphism H gr

2 (SL2(F))∼= K MW
2 (F). Moreover, the uni-

versal group 2-cocycle is represented as a map θuni : SL2(F)×SL2(F)→ K MW
2 (F)

defined by

θuni(g, g′) := [χ(gg′),−χ(g)−1χ(g′)] − [χ(g), χ(g′)] ∈ K MW
2 (F). (2.2)

(Here, for g =
(
α β
γ δ

)
∈ SL2(F), we define χ(g) := γ if γ 6= 0 and χ(g) := δ ∈ F×

if γ = 0.) In particular, the set K MW
2 (F) × SL2(F) with the group operation

(α, g) · (β, h) = (α+ β + θuni(g, h), gh) is isomorphic to the universal extension
S̃L2(F).

Here we note two facts: First, the inclusion SL2(F) into the symplectic group
Sp2n(F) induces an isomorphism H gr

2 (SL2(F))∼= H gr
2 (Sp2n(F)) for any n ∈N (see

[Hutchinson and Tao 2008; Suslin 1987]). Next, for any finite field Fq with q > 10,
the H gr

2 (SL2(Fq)) vanishes. Therefore, in this paper, we restrict ourselves to SL2

and infinite fields.
To end the section, we will introduce some terminology and Lemma 2.4. We

first observe the preimage of {± idF2} via the extension E : S̃L2(F)→ SL2(F). Let
K̃ MW

2 (F) denote the preimage. Since θuni(a, b)= θuni(b, a) for any a, b ∈ {± idF2}

by the definitions, K̃ MW
2 (F) is abelian. To summarize, if Char(F) 6= 2, we have

0→ K MW
2 (F)→ K̃ MW

2 (F)→ Z/2→ 0 (exact). (2.3)

If Char(F) = 2, we have K̃ MW
2 (F) = K MW

2 (F). Furthermore, consider the pre-
image of the unipotent subgroup UF , where UF is of the form

{(
±1 a

0 ±1

)
| a ∈ F

}
as

usual. Notice the group isomorphism UF ∼= Z/2× F or ∼= F and that the restriction
of θuni on this summand F is zero. Hence, we can readily see the following:

Lemma 2.4. The preimage E−1(UF ) is isomorphic to K̃ MW
2 (F)× F as an abelian

group.

3. Definition: K2 invariants

In this section, as a topological part, we introduce the K2 invariant with respect to
SL2-parabolic representations of link groups (Definition 3.3), and state a theorem.
The knot-theoretic notation that we will use is mentioned in the introduction (see
the textbook [Lickorish 1997] for more details).

The key in the construction is the following proposition:

Proposition 3.1. Let F be an infinite field, and L ⊂ R3 be a link. Every parabolic
representation f : π1(R

3
\ L)→ SL2(F) admits the lift f̃ : π1(R

3
\ L)→ S̃L2(F)
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such that any meridian m ∈ π1(R
3
\ L) satisfies

f̃ (m)= (0, f (m)) ∈ K MW
2 (F)×SL2(F)= S̃L2(F).

Remark 3.2. The proof appears in Section 7B, not as standard discussions on
second homology. Actually, for example, if #L > 1, then R3

\ L and S3
\ L are

not always K (π, 1)-spaces and H2(R
3
\ L;Z) 6= 0. To summarize, the lifting is

guaranteed from special properties of K MW
2 and parabolicity.

Next, we will see that the lifted longitude lies in the preimage E−1(UF ) ∼=

K̃ MW
2 (F)× F in Lemma 2.4. For this, choose a meridian–longitude pair (m j , l j )

with respect to each link-component of L , where 1 ≤ j ≤ #L . Notice that the
centralizer of the unipotent subgroup UF is UF itself in SL2(F). Therefore, since f
is parabolic and each m j commutes with l j , the image f (l j ) ∈ SL2(F) is contained
in UF . Hence, the lifted object f̃ (l j ) lies in the product K̃ MW

2 (F)× F ⊂ S̃L2(F)
as required. Furthermore, this f̃ (l j ) up to conjugacy of SL2(F) is independent of
the choice of the lifting f̃ , because K̃ MW

2 (F) is the center in S̃L2(F).

Definition 3.3. Let f be a parabolic representation π1(R
3
\ L)→ SL2(F). For a

link-component j of L , fix a meridian–longitude pair (m j , l j ). We define the K2

invariant of f to be the value of f̃ (l j ) after projecting it onto K̃ MW
2 (F).

In Section 5, we will compute concretely the K2 invariants of some links.
Speaking of invariants, we shall observe the nontriviality of the invariant (we

prove this theorem from a homotopical viewpoint in Section 7D).

Theorem 3.4. Let F be an infinite field. For any element (α, β) ∈ K̃ MW
2 (F)× F ,

there are a link L and a parabolic representation f : π1(R
3
\ L)→ SL2(F) such

that the sum f̃ (l1)+ · · ·+ f̃ (l#L) is equal to (α, β) ∈ K̃ MW
2 (F)× F.

In summary, this theorem implies that any (algebraic) cycle in K MW
2 (F) may

be represented as some parabolic representation of a link via longitudes, and it
ensures many links which have the nontriviality of the K2 invariants.

Incidentally, from the viewpoint of A1-homotopy theory, we note a homotopical
interpretation of the invariant f̃ (l) for perfect fields F . The following isomor-
phisms of A1-fundamental groups are known (see [Morel 2012, §7]):

πA1

1 (SL2(F))∼= πA1

1 (A2
\ {0})∼= K MW

2 (F).

Moreover, via the A1-Galois correspondence, the extension E : S̃L2(F)→ SL2(F)
is the universal covering constructed from a simplicial scheme. Accordingly, the
value f̃ (li ) ∈ K MW

2 (F) can be interpreted as a lift of the covering. We refer the
reader to [Morel 2012] for more properties of Milnor–Witt K-theory.
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4. Some computations of the Milnor–Witt K2-group

In preparation for computing the K2 invariants, this section analyses K MW
2 (F)

quantitatively. The key here is a result of Suslin [1987]. To explain this, we will
review the two groups K M

2 (F) and I 2(F).
First, let us review the Matsumoto theorem on the Milnor K2-group K M

2 (F).
It says that this K M

2 (F) is the quotient group generated by (Steinberg) symbols
{x, y} with x, y ∈ F× subject to the relations

{a, bc} = {a, b}+ {a, c}, {ab, c} = {a, c}+ {b, c} for all a, b, c ∈ F×,

{a, 1− a} = 0 for all a ∈ F× \ {1}.

Formally, K M
2 (F) can be also presented as the multiplicative group

F×⊗Z F×/
〈
a⊗ (1− a) | a ∈ F× \ {1}

〉
.

Furthermore, as is known, the correspondence [a, b] 7→ {a, b} defines an epimor-
phism µ : K MW

2 (F)→ K M
2 (F). Hence, any element of the form {x,−1} ∈ K M

2 (F)
is annihilated by 2. Actually, 2{x,−1} = {x, 1} comes from [x, 1] = 0 ∈ K MW

2 (F).
Next, let WG(F) be the Witt–Grothendieck ring of F , that is, the Grothendieck

ring of isometric classes of all quadratic forms of finite dimension (see, e.g., [Lam
2005, Chapter II] for the definition). For a ∈ F×, let us denote by the symbol 〈a〉
the quadratic form ax2 on F . Furthermore, let I (F)⊂WG(F) denote the augmen-
tation ideal, i.e., I (F) := Ker(WG(F)→ Z). Note (see [Suslin 1987, §6]) that the
homomorphism

ν : K MW
2 (F)→ I 2(F), [a, b] 7→ (〈1〉− 〈a〉)(〈1〉− 〈b〉),

induces the homomorphism ξ : K M
2 (F)→ I 2(F)/I 3(F), called the Milnor map.

Suslin [1987] showed that the above homomorphisms provide a pullback dia-
gram

K MW
2 (F)

µ //

ν

��

K M
2 (F)

Milnor map ξ
��

I 2(F)
projection // I 2/I 3(F)

(4.1)

See [Hutchinson and Tao 2008] for another proof. We should make some remarks
on this diagram. It is known (see [Lam 2005, §V.6; Weibel 2013, Theorem 7.9])
that the Milnor map induces an isomorphism K M

2 (F)/2∼= I 2/I 3(F). In particular,
the quotient I 2/I 3(F) is an elementary abelian 2-group. Hence, for any prime
l 6= 2, the pullback localized at l means a direct product. Furthermore, it is known
(see [Kramer and Tent 2010] and references therein) that the composite 2-cocycle
ν ◦ θuni : SL2(F)2→ K MW

2 (F)→ I 2(F) coincides with “a Maslov 2-cocycle”.
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Next, we mention the Merkujev–Suslin theorem, which deals with torsion parts
of the Milnor groups of F ; see, e.g., [Weibel 2013]. It says that if F contains a
primitive m-th root of unity then “the Galois symbol” gives isomorphisms

K M
2 (F)/m ∼= H 2

ét(Spec(F);µ⊗2
m )∼= mBr(F).

Here, the last term mBr(F) is the set of elements in the Brauer group Br(F) that are
of order m. The original proof of the theorem can be outlined as a reduction to a
discussion of the algebraic closure in F of some algebraic subfields. Furthermore,
we should remark that the K2-group of the algebraic closure Q is known to be
zero, i.e., K M

2 (Q)
∼= 0. In particular, the map K M

2 (F)→ K M
2 (C) induced from

any complex embedding F→ C of a number field is zero.4 In summary, to study
the torsion K M

2 (F)/m, it is natural to assume that F is a number field, i.e., a finite
extension field of Q.

Accordingly, we will restrict ourselves to discussing number fields F . Let r1 be
the number of real embeddings of F and let Spm(OF ) be the set of finite primes
in the algebraic integer OF . We first write the localization sequence of the Milnor
groups (see [Weibel 2013, §III.6]):

0→ K M
2 (OF )

i∗
−→ K M

2 (F)
∂
−→

⊕
p∈Spm(OF )

k(p)×→ 0 (exact). (4.2)

Here, the symbol i denotes the inclusion OF ↪→ F and ∂ is the sum of tame symbols
associated with all primes p∈Spm(OF ). Note further that the tame kernel K M

2 (OF )

is known to be of finite order. Hence, any element of K M
2 (F) is of finite order.

On the other hand, for the study of the squared ideal I 2(F) in (4.1), consider
the sum of all completions ϒ : F → Rr1 ⊕

(⊕
p∈Spm(OF )

Qp

)
. The induced map

on I 2(•) is known to be injective because of the Hasse–Minkowski principle [Lam
2005, §VI.3]. Furthermore, concerning the quotient I 2/I 3(•), the sum ϒ yields
an exact sequence

0→ I 2/I 3(F) ϒ∗
−→ (I 2/I 3(R))r1 ⊕

⊕
p∈Spm(OF )

I 2(Qp)−→ Z/2→ 0 (4.3)

which is known as uniqueness of the Hilbert reciprocity. Here, we should note
(see [Lam 2005, §VI.2]) that each I 2(Qp) is annihilated by 2, that I 3(Qp) = 0,
and that I 2(R) ∼= 4Z. Hence, I 2(F) turns out to be a sum of Zr1 and some 2-
elementary abelian groups. In particular, the pullback (4.1) above immediately
leads to a lemma:

Lemma 4.4. The kernel of the map µ : K MW
2 (F)→ K M

2 (F) is isomorphic to Zr1 .
As a special case, if r1 = 0, then the isomorphism K MW

2 (F)∼= K M
2 (F) holds.

4In contrast to K1 and K3, the maps Ki (F)→ Ki (C)
r2 induced by the complex embeddings are

injective for i = 1, 3 (see [Zickert 2009] for details).
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Incidentally, the sequence (4.3) implies that the group K MW
2 (F) includes the

main information about the metaplectic group defined to be a double cover of SL2(F).

Example 4.5 (F =Q). Finally, let us compute K MW
2 (Q) as an application of the

above results. Note from a result of Tate (see [Weibel 2013, §III.6.3] or [Milnor
1971]) that the sequence (4.2) splits and there is an isomorphism K M

2 (Z)
∼= Z/2.

Since r1=1, a careful observation of the pullback diagram (4.1) leads to K MW
2 (Q)∼=

Z⊕
⊕

p Z/(p− 1), where p ranges over all odd primes.

5. Computation of the K2 invariants; hyperbolic links

We will compute the K2 invariants of some links. This section assumes that the
characteristics of fields are zero, for simplicity.

5A. Example: the figure-eight knot. Consider the figure-eight knot K41 of Figure 1.
By the Wirtinger presentation of π1(R

3
\ K41), the group is formally generated by

the arcs αi . Precisely, by definition,

π1(R
3
\ K41)

∼=
〈
mα1,mα2,mα3,mα4 |mα3 =m−1

α2
mα1mα2 =m−1

α1
mα4mα1,

mα2 =m−1
α4
mα1mα4 =m−1

α3
mα4mα3

〉
.

Then, we can easily see that the following assignment yields an SL2 representation
f : π1(R

3
\ K41)→ SL2(F) if and only if x2

± x + 1= 0:

f (mα1) :=

(
1 0
−1 1

)
, f (mα3) :=

(
x (x − 1)2

−1 2− x

)
,

f (mα2) :=

(
1 x2

0 1

)
, f (mα4) :=

(
1− x + x2 (x − 1)2

−x2 1+ x − x2

)
.

Moreover, according to Proposition 7.3, it can be seen that every parabolic rep-
resentation turns out to be this f , up to conjugacy. Thus, it is sensible to consider
the quadratic field Q(

√
−3)=Q[x]/(x2

± x + 1).
Thus, we set F =Q(

√
−3), and compute the K2 invariant of f . Note that the

preferred longitude l forms

l=m−1
α1
mα2mα3m

−1
α1
m−1
α4
mα3mα2m

−1
α4
=mα2m

−1
α1
mα3m

−1
α4
∈ π1(R

3
\ K41).

α4

α1

α2

α3

Figure 1. The figure-eight knot K41 with four arcs.
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Here, K MW
2 (F)= K M

2 (F) by Lemma 4.4 with r1 = 0. Hence, from the definitions
of K MW

2 and the 2-cocycle θuni, we can compute the K2 invariant as

PK2 ◦ f̃ (l)= θuni
((

f̃ (mα2), f̃ (m−1
α1
)
)
+
(

f̃ (mα2m
−1
α1
), f̃ (mα3)

)
+
(

f̃ (mα2m
−1
α1
mα3), f̃ (m−1

α4
)
))

= ({1,−1}− {1, 1})+ ({x2, 1}− {1,−1})+ ({2+ 4x2,−1}− {x2, x2
})

= {2+ 4x2,−1}− {x2,−1}

= {(2+ 4x2)x2,−1} = {−2− x2,−1} ∈ K M
2 (Q(

√
−3)).

Further, let us analyse this {−2 − x2,−1} in K M
2 (Q(

√
−3)). Since the tame

kernel K M
2 (OQ(

√
−3)) is known to be zero (Tate), the sequence (4.2) means that

the sum ∂ is an isomorphism. Furthermore, for any prime p ∈ Spm(OF ), the
tame symbol ∂p(−2− x2,−1) equals (−1)vp(−2−x2)

∈ k(p) by definition. Since
(2+ x2)(x2

− 1)=−3 and 2+ x2 and x2
− 1 are prime elements over 3, we can

conclude the following:

Proposition 5.1. Let F = Q(
√
−3). Then ∂(x2−1) ⊕ ∂(2+x2)({−2 − x2,−1}) =

(−1,−1) ∈ (F×3 )
2, and for any other prime p we have ∂p({−2− x2,−1})= 1.

In summary, the K2 invariant f̃ (l) in K M
2 (Q(

√
−3)) turns out to be nontrivial

by means of the tame symbols, whereas the representation f factors through the
algebraic integer OQ(

√
−3).

5B. Other links. Next, let us discuss other links. Here, notice from Lemma 4.4
that it is relatively easy to compute the kernel (which is isomorphic to Zr1) of
µ : K MW

2 (F)→ K M
2 (F). Thus, this subsection is specialized to some parabolic

representations and gives in Table 1 a list of these values µ( f̃ (l)) without perform-
ing detailed computations (see [Maclachlan and Reid 2003, Appendix 13.3] for the
defining polynomials).

In each case, by F/Q we mean the minimal field extension that splits the defin-
ing polynomial. Furthermore, we can see that the class numbers of the splitting
fields vanish; we can easily study prime ideals in OF and compute the associated
valuations ∂p. For example, the tame symbols at the primes (x2

+ 1) and (x2
+ 2)

distinguish the K2-values of the 61-knot from one of the 77-knot, whereas the defin-
ing polynomials are equal. In doing so, we can find further examples of nontrivial
K2 invariants of other links; however, it remains a problem for the future to clarify
the topological and arithmetic features reflected in the K2 invariants.

Finally, let us briefly comment on the K2 invariants of hyperbolic small links
with #L > 1. As seen in [Baker 2001], we find many holonomies contained in
SL2(F) with some quadratic fields F ; we can easily compute the longitudes of
such holonomies, since the finite primes of F and the tame kernel OF have been
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knot defining polynomial r1 µ( f̃ (l)) ∈ K M
2 (F)

31 x2
−1 1 {3,−1}

51 x4
+3x2

+1 2 {x2
+2,−1}+

{ 1
10 (9−8x2),−21+10x2

}
52 1−2x2

+ x4
− x6 1 {2(1+ x4)(5+3x4),−1}

61 1+ x2
+3x4

+2x6
+ x8 0 {x2

+2,−1}

77 1+ x2
+3x4

+2x6
+ x8 0

{2(2+6x2
+4x4

+x6)

3+2x2+3x4+x6
, 1+2x2

+ x4
}

+

{
−1+4x2

+7x4
+4x6,

−2+8x2
+4x4

+4x6

−2−x2−x4

}
+{−3−2x2

−3x4
− x6, 2x2

+2x4
+ x6
}

Table 1. Values of µ( f̃ (l)) for some defining polynomials of knots.

well studied (see [Keune 1989; Weibel 2013], for example). However, we remark
that, concerning the Whitehead and the Borromean links as the simplest examples,
these f̃ (li ) are trivial, unfortunately.

6. Two applications

This paper aims to applications of K2-groups to low-dimensional topology. This
section furthermore gives two applications, although these results are a bit tangen-
tial. In this section, although we roughly review some notions in knot theory, we
refer the reader to [Lickorish 1997, §1 and §11] or [Maclachlan and Reid 2003]
for detailed definitions.

6A. On the cusp shape. While we discuss the K2invariant in Sections 3–5, we
will focus on another summand F in F × K̃ MW

2 (F). The value f̃ (li ) restricted on
this F is called the cusp shape as an important concept in hyperbolic geometry;
see, e.g., [Maclachlan and Reid 2003]. We give a sum formula of the cusp shape.

To state Theorem 6.1, we introduce some terminology. Fix a parabolic rep-
resentation f : π1(R

3
\ L) → SL2(F), and a link diagram D of L . Roughly

speaking, as seen in Figure 2, D is the image p(L) ⊂ R2 with over–under in-
formation, where p is a “generic” projection p : R3

→ R2. Then, we can consider
the over-arcs α1, α2, . . . , αN j along the orientation of the longitude l j as illustrated
in Figure 2. Let βi be the arc which divides αi−1 and αi , and εi ∈ {±1} be the
sign of the crossing between αi and βi , according to Figure 4 (see Section 7A).
We denote a loop circling around an arc α by mα . As is known from the Wirtinger
presentation, every mα is conjugate to some meridian in π1(R

3
\ L). Hence, by

parabolicity of f , it can seen, as in (7.1), that any arc α uniquely, up to sign,
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α1 α2 α3

l j

β1 β2 βN j
· · ·

Figure 2. The longitude l j and arcs αi and βi in the diagram D.

admits (cα, dα) ∈ F × F \ {(0, 0)} such that

f (mα)=
(

1+ cαd d2
α

−c2
α 1− cαdα

)
.

Furthermore, we define a map S : (F × F \ {(0, 0)})2→ F by setting

S((a, b), (c, d)) :=


−1+ c2/(a2

−abc2
+a2cd) if a(bc2

−a−acd) 6= 0,
−1+ (−c2

+c3d)/a2, if a 6= 0, bc2
−a−acd = 0,

−1+ (−1−cd)/b2c2, if a = 0, c 6= 0,
−1+ d2/b2, if a = c = 0.

We now analyse the sum
∑N j

i=1 εi ·S
(
(cαi , dαi ), (cβi , dβi )

)
∈ F , as follows:

Theorem 6.1. The sum coincides with the cusp shape PF ◦ f̃ (l j ) in F , where PF

is the projection K̃ MW
2 (F)× F→ F.

The proof will appear in Section 7D; the point here is that the sum formula is
independent of the order of the crossings, while the longitudes seem to be non-
commutative. Moreover, it is interesting and applicable to computations that we
need not describe the longitude li in the formula, with li complicated, as in (6.5).

6B. Another application: the real K2(R) and left-orderable 3-manifold groups.
This section focuses on the real case F = R and compares the K2-group K MW

2 (R)

with S̃Ltop
2 (R), where S̃Ltop

2 (R) is the topological universal cover of SL2(R) asso-
ciated with π1(SL2(R)) ∼= Z. As an application, we give a formula to compute
longitudes lifted to S̃Ltop

2 (R). We hope that this computation will be useful for
studying the left-orderability of 3-manifold groups (see [Boyer et al. 2013], for
example). In fact, we give new 3-manifold groups which are left-orderable.

We now explain Proposition 6.3, which strictly describes S̃Ltop
2 (R). Consider the

map Sign :R2
→Z defined by Sign(a, b)= 1 if a< 0 and b< 0, and Sign(a, b)= 0

otherwise. Recalling the 2-cocycle θuni in (2.2), we equip Z× SL2(R) with the
group operation

(n, g) · (m, h) := (n+m+Sign ◦ θuni(g, h), gh). (6.2)
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Proposition 6.3. This group structure on Z×SL2(R) is isomorphic to the universal
cover S̃Ltop

2 (R) (forgetting the topology, of course).

Here, we should emphasize that this result is simpler than the known formula
for the group operation on S̃Ltop

2 (R), because it was formulated using logarithms
(see [Bargmann 1947] for details).

Proof. First, let us compute K MW
2 (R). Since I (F) for any algebraically closed F

is known to be zero, we obtain K MW
2 (F)∼= K M

2 (F) from the pullback diagram (4.1).
Moreover, it is known (see [Weibel 2013, Theorem III.6.4 and Application III.6.8.3])
that K M

2 (F) is of uncountable cardinality and is a uniquely divisible group, i.e., a
Q-vector space, and that an isomorphism K M

2 (R)
∼= Z/2⊕ K M

2 (C)
+ is obtained

as a corollary of Hilbert’s Theorem 90. Here the first summand Z/2 is widely
known to be generated by the (Steinberg) symbol {−1,−1} and the second one
is the invariant subspace by complex conjugation. Recalling from Section 4 that
I 2(R)∼= 4Z is generated by (〈1〉− 〈−a2

〉)2 with a ∈ R, the pullback diagram (4.1)
implies that

K MW
2 (R)∼= Z⊕ K M

2 (C)
+. (6.4)

Here, notice that the induced homomorphism Sign∗ : K
MW
2 (R)→ Z from Sign :

R2
→ Z coincides, by construction, with the projection in the decomposition (6.4).
Finally, we complete the proof. Since the cover S̃Ltop

2 (R) is a central extension
of SL2(R) with fiber Z, the universal extension S̃L2(R) surjects onto S̃Ltop

2 (R).
By noticing the isomorphism (6.4) and that every quotient of a divisible group is
divisible, the central kernel is K M

2 (C)
+. Hence, the surjection to the group (6.2)

induces the desired isomorphism. �

Thanks to Proposition 6.3, given an f̃ : π1(R
3
\ K )→ S̃Ltop

2 (R) we can com-
pute the value PZ( f̃ (l)) of the longitude l. This section will give an application
(Proposition 6.6 and Theorem 6.7). Throughout this subsection, we will denote by
PZ the set-theoretic projection Z×SL2(R)→ Z.

First, let us comment on some known results. Note that the connection between
the summand Z in (6.4) and the Euler classes of U (1)-bundles over surfaces is well-
understood (see [Wood 1971]). For example, the Milnor–Wood inequality gives an
estimate of the value PZ( f̃ (l)) ∈ Z bounded by the Seifert genus g(K ) of a knot K .
Precisely, since the longitude forms a product of g(K ) elements in the commutator
subgroup π1(R

3
\ K )′, we have |PZ( f̃ (l))| ≤ g(K )− 1

4 ; see [Wood 1971, (5.5)].
As a corollary, for any knot K of Seifert genus one, the value PZ( f̃ (l)) is zero
(this result was crucial in [Boyer et al. 2013; Hakamata and Teragaito 2014; Tran
2015]). However, no value PZ( f̃ (l)) with respect to knots K of Seifert genus > 1
has been computed so far.
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α3

α2 α1

α4α5

α6

Figure 3. The diagram D of the knot 62.

As the nontorus knot of Seifert genus > 1 and of the minimal crossing number,
we will focus on the 62-knot K . The diagram D with arcs α1, . . . , α6 is illustrated
in Figure 3.

Inspired by a method in [Hakamata and Teragaito 2014; Tran 2015], we will
find elliptic homomorphisms f : π1(R

3
\ K )→ SL2(R) such that

f (mα1)=

( √
t
√

t
0
√

t−1

)
, f (mα2)=

( √
t 0

−s
√

t−1 √t−1

)
for some s, t ∈ R.

Moreover, we set T = t + t−1. Then, from the Wirtinger presentation, we can
easily see that s and t must satisfy the equation R62(s, T )= 0, where R62(s, T ) is
the polynomial

1+ 3s+ s2
+ 2s3

+ 3s4
+ s5
− (3+ 2s+ 4s2

+ 9s3
+ 4s4)T

+ (1+ 2s+ 9s2
+ 6s3)T 2

− (3s+ 4s2)T 3
+ sT 4.

Owing to this quartic equation with respect to T = t + t−1, this t can be for-
mulated as an algebraic function of s. Here, suppose a (unique) positive solution
s0 = 1.48288 . . . for which the discriminant 1(s) of R62(s, t) with respect to t is
zero. Then, following the quartic formula for T , if 0< s < s0 (resp. s0 < s < 200),
there are two (resp. four) real solutions t ∈R>0 of the equation R62(s, t+ t−1)= 0.5

Choose the two solutions which are smallest and denote them by tmin and tsec. We
denote by fs,t the resulting homomorphism π1(R

3
\ K )→ SL2(R), and denote by

f̃s,t : π1(R
3
\ K )→ SLtop

2 (R) the lift of fs,t .
We will compute the resulting value PZ( f̃s,t(l)), where we will use a longitude l

of the form

l=mα1m
−1
α4
mα3m

−1
α5
(m−1

α1
mα6mα1)(m

−1
α1
m−1
α2
mα1) ∈ π1(R

3
\ K62). (6.5)

Hence, according to (6.2), we can formulate the value PZ( f̃s,t(l)) as a function of s.
By definition, the function is upper semicontinuous with respect to s. Furthermore,
it is possible to list all the (finitely many) noncontinuous points of PZ( f̃s,t(l)) for a
given interval in R. Here, we focus on the interval [0, 200]. Then, with the help of

5Incidentally, if 3000< s, we have eight real solutions t ∈ R>0 of the equation R62(s, T )= 0.
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a computer, we can investigate noncontinuous points in the interval (here we use
the above quartic formula), and hence get the following conclusion:

Proposition 6.6. For s > 0, let tmin and tsec be the above solutions of R62(s, t)= 0.
Then the value PZ( f̃s,tmin(l)) is 0 if 0<s<200, while PZ( f̃s,tsec(l)) is 1 if s0<s<200.

It is worth noting that, by a computer program, if 2700< s < 2900, the value
PZ( f̃s,tmin(l)) is 1; hence Proposition 6.6 does not hold for any s > s0. However, we
emphasize that it is the first to discover infinitely many homomorphisms f̃s,t such
that the values PZ( f̃s,t(l)) are not zero, and that it seems to be hard to compute the
value PZ( f̃ (l)) for general knots K .

Finally, we give an application using the ideas of [Boyer et al. 2013; Hakamata
and Teragaito 2014]. It is known [Boyer et al. 2013] that, if an irreducible closed
3-manifold M admits a nontrivial homomorphism π1(M)→ S̃Ltop

2 (R), then M has
left-orderable fundamental group. Here, a group G is left-orderable if it has a total
order ≤ such that g, x, y ∈ G with x ≤ y implies gx ≤ gy. Based on their ideas,
we will show the following:

Theorem 6.7. Let r = p/q ∈ Q. Let Mr (K ) be the closed 3-manifold obtained
by r-Dehn surgery along the 62-knot K . If 0.1 < r < 7.99, then the fundamental
group π1(Mr (K )) is left-orderable.

Proof. We will construct a nontrivial homomorphism f : π1(R
3
\ K )→ S̃Ltop

2 (R)

which sends mp
α1 l

q to the identity. Here note that the 3-manifold Mr (K ) obtained
from the 2-bridge knot 62 is known to be irreducible. If we have such a map, the
van Kampen theorem admits the induced map π1(Mr (K ))→ S̃Ltop

2 (R) and, hence,
gives the desired left-orderability.

The construction of f is as follows: First notice that the commutator subgroup
of fs,t(mα1) forms {(

u (u− u−1)/(1− t−2)

0 u−1

) ∣∣∣ u ∈ R×
}

without t2
= 1. Hence, by the definition of l, we can see that fs,t(l) ∈ SL2(R) is of

the form (
g(s, t) ∗

0 g(s, t)−1

)
for some ∗ ∈ R, where g(s, t) is a polynomial in s of the form(
1− 2t + t2

− 2t4
+ t5
+ s(4t2

− 3t − t3
− 2t4

+ 3t5
− 2t6

+ t7)

+ s2(3t2
− 2t3

− t4
+ 2t5

− 2t6)+ s3(t5
− t3)

)
/t2.

Since the commutator subgroup is isomorphic to R×, the equality f (mα1)
p f (l)q =

idR2 ∈ SL2(R) holds if and only if t−p/2
= g(s, t)q . To solve this, we consider the
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function R : [0, 100]→[0,∞) defined by R(s) :=2 log(g(s, tmin))/ log(tmin). Here
we note the estimate R(10−4) < 10−1 and R(102) > 7.99, which are obtained from
a computer program. Since this R is continuous by construction, the image of R
includes the interval [0.1, 7.99]. To summarize, for 10−1 < r < 7.99 there are s
and tmin with 0< s < 100 which ensure a homomorphism fs,tmin that sends mp

α1 l
q

to the identity in SL2(R).
Moreover, we consider a lifted f̃s,tmin :π1(R

3
\K )→ S̃Ltop

2 (R). By Proposition 6.6,
we have PZ( f̃s,tmin(mα1))= PZ( f̃s,tmin(l))= 0. Hence this lift is one of the required
maps. �

It is well known (see [Boyer et al. 2013], for example) that the resulting 3-
manifold, Mr (K ), of r -surgery on any 2-bridge knot K is not an L-space, i.e., the
Heegaard Floer homology of Mr (K ) is not isomorphic to that of the lens space
L(p, q) for any (p, q) ∈ Z2. Theorem 6.7 is supporting evidence for a conjecture
in [Boyer et al. 2013], which predicts an equivalence between L-spaces and the
left-orderability. As seen in the proof above, we hope that our computation will be
applicable to other knots of genus > 1.

7. Proofs of the theorems

We will prove the theorems from Sections 2 and 6. For this, this section employs
an approach to obtaining parabolic representations by means of quandles. This
approach, using quandle, has some benefits: first, while SL2(F) is of dimension 3
over F , the approach can deal with parabolic representations from a certain 2-
dimensional object (A2

\ 0)/{±}; see Proposition 7.3 (in contrast to [Riley 1972]
in a group-theoretic approach). Furthermore, the results of [Carter et al. 2005;
Eisermann 2014; Nosaka 2015] in quandle theory gave some topological applica-
tions; here the point is that quandle theory sometimes ensures nontriviality of some
knot invariants and makes a reduction to knot diagrams without 3-dimensional
discussion of R3

\ L . Correspondingly, we will see that our setting of SL2(F)
satisfies conditions necessary to the results, and will give the proofs of Theorems
3.4 and 6.1.

7A. Parabolic representations in terms of quandles. Let us begin by reviewing
quandles. A quandle [Joyce 1982] is a set, X , with a binary operationC : X×X→ X
such that

(I) aC a = a for any a ∈ X ;

(II) the map ( •C a) : X→ X defined by x 7→ x C a is bijective for any a ∈ X ;

(III) (aC b)C c = (aC c)C (bC c) for any a, b, c ∈ X.

A map f : X→ Y between quandles is a (quandle) homomorphism if f (aCb)=
f (a)C f (b) for any a, b ∈ X . For example, any group G is a quandle with the
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γi γ j

γk

γ j γk

γi

Figure 4. Positive and negative crossings.

conjugacy operation x C y := y−1xy for any x, y ∈ G, and is called the conjugacy
quandle in G and denoted by Conj(G). Furthermore, given an infinite field F ,
consider the quotient set F2

\ {(0, 0)}/∼ subject to the relation (a, b)∼ (−a,−b),
and equip this set with the quandle operation

( a b )C ( c d )= ( a b )
(

1+ cd d2

−c2 1− cd

)
.

This quandle in the case F = C was introduced in [Inoue and Kabaya 2014, §5],
which refers to it as a parabolic quandle (over F) and denotes it by X F . Further-
more, consider the map

ι : X F → SL2(F),

(c, d) 7→
(

1+ cd d2

−c2 1− cd

)
=

(
d −b
−c a

)(
1 1
0 1

)(
a b
c d

)
.

(7.1)

We can easily see that this ι is injective and a quandle homomorphism, and the
image is the conjugacy class of

(
1 1
0 1

)
. Hence, the quandle X F is a subquandle

composed of parabolic elements of the conjugacy quandle in SL2(F) (furthermore,
it is a subquandle in PSL2(F)).

Next, we will review X -colorings. Let X be a quandle and D be an oriented
link diagram of a link L ⊂ S3. An X -coloring of D is a map C : {arcs of D} → X
such that C(γk)= C(γi )C C(γ j ) at each crossing of D as in Figure 4.

For example, when X is the conjugacy quandle of a group G, the coloring con-
dition coincides with the relations in the Wirtinger presentation of a link L . Hence,
we have a bijection

ColConj(G)(D)
1:1
←→ Homgr(π1(R

3
\ L),G). (7.2)

Next, let us focus on colorings with respect to the parabolic quandles X F over
fields F . Since X F is a conjugacy class of SL2(F) via (7.1), we can easily prove:

Proposition 7.3 (a special case of [Nosaka 2015, Corollary B.1]). Let D be a dia-
gram of a link L. Fix meridians m1, . . . ,m#L ∈ π1(R

3
\ L) in each link-component

which is compatible with the orientation of D. Then the restriction of (7.2) gives
a bijection from the set ColX F (D) to the following set, composed of parabolic
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representations from π1(R
3
\ L):{

f ∈ Hom(π1(R
3
\ L),SL2(F)) | f (mi )= ι(xi ) for some xi ∈ X F

}
.

In particular, if L is a hyperbolic link and F = C, the holonomy is regarded as a
nontrivial XC-coloring in ColXC

(D) (see Appendix 13.3 of [Maclachlan and Reid
2003] for the hyperbolic knots of crossing number < 9).

We remark that it is very often (but not always) the case that the quotient set of
ColX F (D) modulo conjugation in SL2(F) is of finite order. In a special case, we
will see that small knots satisfy finiteness (Proposition 7.4). Here, a knot K is said
to be small if there is no incompressible surface except for a boundary-parallel
torus in the knot exterior. For example, the 2-bridge knots and torus knots are
known to be small.

Proposition 7.4. Let F be a field embedded in the complex field C. If D is a dia-
gram of a small knot K , then the quotient set of ColX F (D) subject to the conjugacy
operation of SL2(F) is of finite order.

We will omit the proof, since it follows from standard arguments in Culler–
Shalen theory similar to those in [Culler and Shalen 1983] or [Cooper et al. 1994,
Proposition 2.4].

Example 7.5. It is known that every knot of crossing number < 9 is small. Further-
more, we can see that the quotient set is bijective to {x ∈ F×/{±1} | f (x) f (−x)=
0} for some polynomial f (x). Without proof, we list the defining polynomials of
some knots for the case Char(F)= 0 in Table 2.

7B. Proof of Proposition 3.1. From Proposition 7.3 and the definition of K MW
2 (F),

we will prove Proposition 3.1.

Proof of Proposition 3.1. By definition of parabolicity, f (m) for every meridian m

is contained in the image of ι (recall Proposition 7.3), where ι is the map in (7.1).

knot the defining polynomial f (x)

31 x − 1
41 x2

− x + 1
51 x2

+ x − 1
52 x3

− x2
+ 1

61 x4
+ x2
− x + 1

74 (x3
+ 2x − 1)(x4

− x3
+ 2x2

− 2x + 1)
77 (x4

+ x2
− x + 1)(x6

+ x5
+ 2x4

+ 2x3
+ 2x2

+ 2x + 1)

Table 2. The defining polynomials for some knots.
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Hence, from the Wirtinger presentation and Lemma 7.6 below, we can canonically
obtain a lift f̃ : π1(R

3
\ L)→ S̃L2(F), defined by setting

f̃ (m)= (0, f (m)) ∈ K MW
2 (F)×SL2(F). �

Lemma 7.6. Consider the composite θuni ◦ (ι × ι) : (X F )
2
→ K MW

2 (F) of the
universal 2-cocycle θuni. Then, for any (a, b), (c, d) ∈ X F , the composite satisfies
the equality

θuni ◦ (ι× ι)
(
(a, b), (c, d)

)
= θuni ◦ (ι× ι)

(
(c, d), (a, b)C (c, d)

)
.

We will prove Lemma 7.6 by a tedious computation. To this end, denote the
restriction θuni ◦ (ι× ι) by 2. Then a direct calculation shows an easy formula for
this 2: precisely, for any (a, b), (c, d) ∈ X F , the map 2 : (X F )

2
→ K MW

2 (F)
satisfies the equality

2
(
(a, b), (c, d)

)
=


[(ab− 1)c2

− (1+ cd)a2,−c2/a2
]

− [−a2,−c2
] if ac 6= 0,

0 if ac = 0.
(7.7)

Proof of Lemma 7.6. When ac = 0, we can easily obtain the desired equality in
Lemma 7.6 by a direct calculation, although we omit the details.

Thus, we will assume ac 6= 0, and compute 2
(
(a, b), (c, d)

)
in some detail.

Denote (a, b)C (c, d) by (H, I ) ∈ X F for short. Then a direct calculation can
show the identity

(1− cd)H 2
+ (1+ H I )c2

= (1− ab)c2
+ (1+ cd)a2. (7.8)

Let B be the right-hand side in (7.8). Noting that [−a2,−c2
] = [−a2,−c2/a2

] by
axiom (ii), the 2

(
(a, b), (c, d)

)
in (7.7) becomes [−B,−c2/a2

] − [−a2,−c2/a2
].

Further, this is equal to [B/a2,−c2/a2
] − 2[−1,−B] by Lemma 7.9(2) below.

Hence it is enough to show [B/c2,−H 2/c2
]= [B/a2,−c2/a2

] for the proof. For
this purpose, note [B/a2,−c2/a2

] = [B/c2,−c2/a2
] by Lemma 7.9(1). Therefore,

from the identity B = aH + c2 by definition and the axiom (iii), we deduce that

[B/c2,−c2/a2
] = [B/c2,−(B/c2

− 1)2(c2/a2)]

= [B/c2,−a2 H 2/(c2a2)] = [B/c2,−H 2/c2
].

In summary, we have the desired equality [B/c2,−H 2/c2
] = [B/a2,−c2/a2

]. �

Lemma 7.9. (1) [x, y] = [x−1, y−1
] = [−xy, y] for any x, y ∈ F×.

(2) [x,−z2
] + [−y2,−z2

] = [−xy2,−z2
] + 2[−1, x] for any x, y, z ∈ F×.

Proof. First, (1) is directly obtained from the axiom (ii) of K MW
2 (F).

Next we will prove (2). Following [Suslin 1987], we use the notation [a, b, c] :=
[a, b] + [a, c] − [a, bc]. Since [A,−z2

] = [−z−2, A], the goal is equivalent to the
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equality [−z−2, x,−y2
] = [x,−1,−1]. To show this, we set up two identities

proven in [Suslin 1987, Lemma 6.1] of the forms

[ab, x, c] = [a, bx, c] + [b, x, c] − [a, b, c], [d, e, f ] = [d−1, e, f ] (7.10)

for any x, a, b, c, d, e, f ∈ F×. By applying a =−z, b = z and c =−y2 to these
identities, we have

[−z−2, x,−y2
] = [−z2, x,−y2

] = [−z, zx,−y2
] + [z, x,−y2

] − [−z, z, x]

= [−z−1,−zx,−y2
] + [z, x,−y2

] − [−z−1, z, x]

= [−1, x,−y2
].

Lastly, since the equalities [x, b, c] = [x, c, b] = [b, c, x] are known [Suslin 1987,
Lemma 6.1], repeating the computation leads to [−z−2, x,−y2

] = [−1, x,−y2
] =

[−y2, x,−1] = [−1, x,−1] = [x,−1,−1], as desired. �

7C. Preliminaries. In the next subsection, we will prove Theorems 3.4 and 6.1,
which remain to be proved. For this purpose, this subsection reviews some results
[Carter et al. 2005; Eisermann 2014] of quandle theory, which explain a relation
between quandles and longitudes.

To this end, we begin by setting up some terminology. Consider the group
defined by generators ex labeled by x ∈ X modulo the relations ex · ey = ey · exCy

for x, y ∈ X . This group is called the associated group and denoted by As(X),
and has a right action on X defined by x · ey := x C y. Letting O(X) be the set
of the orbits, we consider the orbit decomposition of X , i.e., X =

⊔
λ∈O(X) Xλ. In

addition, fix a quotient group G of As(X) subject to a central subgroup. Denote
the quotient map As(X)→ G by pG .

Switching to topology, given an X -coloring C ∈ ColX (D) of a link L , let us
correspond each arc γ to pG(eC(γ )) ∈ G. Regarding the arcs as generators of
π1(R

3
\ L) by the Wirtinger presentation (see Figure 5), the correspondence defines

a group homomorphism 0C : π1(R
3
\ L)→ G.

Furthermore, with respect to link-components of L , we fix an arc γ j on D with
1≤ j ≤ #L . Let x j := C(γ j )∈ X j , and fix a preferred longitude l j obtained from D.
Noticing that each l j commutes with the meridian γ j , we have 0C(l j ) ∈ Stab(x j ).

C

δ

α

γ
β

0C

 
eδ

eα
eγ

eβ

Figure 5. The correspondence 0C .
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We will give a computation for the value 0C(l j ) as follows. Fix xλ ∈ Xλ for
any λ ∈ O(X), Since the action of G on Xλ is transitive, we can choose a section
sλ : Xλ → G such that xλ · sλ(y) = y for any y ∈ Xλ. Then we define a map
φ : X2

→ G by

φ(g, h)= sλ(g)pG(e−1
g eh)sλ(gC h)−1 for g ∈ Xλ, h ∈ X. (7.11)

By definition, we see that φ(g, h) lies in the stabilizer Stab(xλ) ⊂ G of xλ
if g ∈ Xλ.

With respect to the coloring C, similar to in Section 6A, we define a product of
the form

SC, j := φ(C(α1), C(β1))
ε1φ(C(α2), C(β2))

ε2 · · ·φ(C(αN j ), C(βN j ))
εN j ∈ Stab(x j ),

where the terminology of arcs αi and βi and of signs εi are as in Section 6A (see
also Figure 2). Although this construction depends on the choice of the xλ and the
sections sλ, the following is known:

Proposition 7.12 [Carter et al. 2005, Lemma 5.8]. The product SC, j equals

sλ(C(γ1))
−10C(l j )sλ(C(γ1))

in Stab(x j ). In particular, if Stab(x j ) is abelian, the equality SC, j = 0C(l j ) holds
in Stab(x j ).

The proof immediately follows from the definitions of φ and of the preferred
longitude li .

We next review a computation, shown by Eisermann [2014], of the second quan-
dle homology H Q

2 (X) (see [Carter et al. 2003] for the original definition).

Theorem 7.13 [Eisermann 2014, Theorem 9.9]. Let X be a quandle with |O(X)|=1.
Fix xλ ∈ X. Let Stab(xλ)⊂ As(X) denote the stabilizer of xλ. Then the abelianiza-
tion Stab(xλ)ab is isomorphic to Z⊕ H Q

2 (X).

In particular, the class [0C(l j )] in the abelianization is contained in Z⊕ H Q
2 (X)

by Theorem 7.13. Then, as a corollary of a homotopical study of the homol-
ogy H Q

2 (X), we can state a sufficient condition to ensure the nontriviality of the
classes in the Z⊕ H Q

2 (X) as follows:

Proposition 7.14 [Nosaka 2015, Remark 6.4]. Let X be a quandle such that the
orbit O(X) is single. If the group homology H gr

2 (As(X);Z) is zero, then any
element ϒ ∈ H Q

2 (X) admits some X-coloring C of a link such that the equality
ϒ = [0C(l1)] + · · · + [0C(l#L)] holds in Z⊕ H Q

2 (X).
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7D. Proofs of Theorems 3.4 and 6.1. First, we aim to prove Theorem 3.4. In-
spired by Theorem 7.13, we first determine the associated groups As(X F ) of the
parabolic quandles over F .

Theorem 7.15. Take the map ι : X F → SL2(F) given in (7.1). Then the map

X F → Z× K MW
2 (K )×SL2(F), x 7→ (1, 0, ι(x)).

gives rise to a group homomorphism As(X F )→ Z× S̃L2(F), which is an isomor-
phism.

Proof. We can first verify that the map ι in (7.1) yields a group epimorphism
As(X F )→ SL2(F), which is a central extension. It then follows from Lemma 7.6
that the above map yields a group homomorphism As(X F )→ Z× S̃L2(F). Since
H1(As(X F )) ∼= Z, the universality of central extensions implies that the homo-
morphism must be an isomorphism. �

Corollary 7.16. The second quandle homology H Q
2 (X F ;Z) is isomorphic to the

group F ⊕ K̃ MW
2 (F).

Proof. We will compute H Q
2 (X F ) using Theorem 7.13. Fix x0 = (0, 1) ∈ X F ,

and the universal extension E : S̃L2(F)→ SL2(F). Noticing that the SL2 standard
representation X F x As(X F ) is transitive, i.e., |O(X)| = 1, we will calculate
the abelianization of the stabilizer Stab(x0) ⊂ As(X F ). We easily check that
E(Stab(x0)) ⊂ SL2(F) is the subgroup UF . Hence, Stab(x0) ∼= Z× E−1(UF ) ∼=

Z× K̃ MW
2 (F)× F by Lemma 2.4. Since this is abelian, Theorem 7.13 readily

implies the conclusion Z⊕ H Q
2 (X F )∼= H gr

1 (Stab(x0))∼= Z× K̃ MW
2 (F)× F. �

Proof of Theorem 3.4. Theorem 7.15 says that the quandle X F satisfies the assump-
tion of Proposition 7.14. Moreover, Stab(x0)∼=Z× K̃ MW

2 (F)×F∼=Z⊕H Q
2 (X F ;Z)

is abelian by Corollary 7.16. As a consequence, Proposition 7.14 implies the con-
clusion. �

Next we will turn to proving Theorem 6.1.

Proof of Theorem 6.1. Let G be PSL2(F), and let pG be the composite of projec-
tions As(X F )→ S̃L2(F)→ SL2(F)

π
→PSL2(F). Let xλ be (0, 1) ∈ X F . Then we

easily see that the stabilizer Stab(xλ)⊂ G is an abelian group π(UF )∼= F .
Furthermore, we define a section sF : X F → PSL2(F) by setting sF (0, b) :=

diag(b−1, b) and sF (a, b) :=
( 0 −a−1

a b

)
if a 6= 0. Then, according to (7.11), we have

the resulting map φ : (X F )
2
→ π(UF ) ∼= F . By an elementary computation, the

map φ agrees with the map S. Hence, Proposition 7.12 immediately implies the
equality claimed in Theorem 6.1. �

Remark 7.17. Similar to the previous proof, by considering the case (X,G) =
(X F , S̃L2(F)), we can give a sum formula for the K2 invariant. However, as the
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author can not formulate a section X F → S̃L2(F) in a simple way, the resulting
formula is a little complicated and is far from applications. The desired formula
would be simple; So this paper omits describing formulae for the K2 invariants.

Acknowledgments

The author thanks Iwao Kimura and Masanori Morishita for their helpful sugges-
tions on class field theory. He is grateful to Masana Harada and Masayuki Nakada
for informing him about the stability theorem of group homology. He also ex-
presses his gratitude to Masakazu Teragaito and Tetsuya Ito for useful discussions
about the conjecture in [Boyer et al. 2013].

References

[Baker 2001] M. D. Baker, “Link complements and the Bianchi modular groups”, Trans. Amer. Math.
Soc. 353:8 (2001), 3229–3246. MR Zbl

[Bargmann 1947] V. Bargmann, “Irreducible unitary representations of the Lorentz group”, Ann. of
Math. (2) 48 (1947), 568–640. MR Zbl

[Bass 1968] H. Bass, Algebraic K -theory, W. A. Benjamin, New York, 1968. MR Zbl

[Boyer et al. 2013] S. Boyer, C. M. Gordon, and L. Watson, “On L-spaces and left-orderable funda-
mental groups”, Math. Ann. 356:4 (2013), 1213–1245. MR Zbl

[Carter et al. 2003] J. S. Carter, D. Jelsovsky, S. Kamada, L. Langford, and M. Saito, “Quandle
cohomology and state-sum invariants of knotted curves and surfaces”, Trans. Amer. Math. Soc.
355:10 (2003), 3947–3989. MR Zbl

[Carter et al. 2005] J. S. Carter, M. Elhamdadi, M. Graña, and M. Saito, “Cocycle knot invariants
from quandle modules and generalized quandle homology”, Osaka J. Math. 42:3 (2005), 499–541.
MR

[Cooper et al. 1994] D. Cooper, M. Culler, H. Gillet, D. D. Long, and P. B. Shalen, “Plane curves
associated to character varieties of 3-manifolds”, Invent. Math. 118:1 (1994), 47–84. MR Zbl

[Culler and Shalen 1983] M. Culler and P. B. Shalen, “Varieties of group representations and split-
tings of 3-manifolds”, Ann. of Math. (2) 117:1 (1983), 109–146. MR Zbl

[Eisermann 2014] M. Eisermann, “Quandle coverings and their Galois correspondence”, Fund. Math.
225:1 (2014), 103–167. MR Zbl

[Friedl and Kim 2008] S. Friedl and T. Kim, “Twisted Alexander norms give lower bounds on the
Thurston norm”, Trans. Amer. Math. Soc. 360:9 (2008), 4597–4618. MR Zbl

[Hakamata and Teragaito 2014] R. Hakamata and M. Teragaito, “Left-orderable fundamental groups
and Dehn surgery on genus one 2-bridge knots”, Algebr. Geom. Topol. 14:4 (2014), 2125–2148. MR
Zbl

[Hutchinson and Tao 2008] K. Hutchinson and L. Tao, “A note on Milnor–Witt K -theory and a
theorem of Suslin”, Comm. Algebra 36:7 (2008), 2710–2718. MR Zbl

[Inoue and Kabaya 2014] A. Inoue and Y. Kabaya, “Quandle homology and complex volume”,
Geom. Dedicata 171 (2014), 265–292. MR Zbl

[Joyce 1982] D. Joyce, “A classifying invariant of knots, the knot quandle”, J. Pure Appl. Algebra
23:1 (1982), 37–65. MR Zbl

http://dx.doi.org/10.1090/S0002-9947-01-02555-7
http://msp.org/idx/mr/1695016
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/0986.20049
http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/1969129
http://msp.org/idx/mr/0021942
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/0045.38801
http://msp.org/idx/mr/0249491
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/0174.30302
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00208-012-0852-7
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00208-012-0852-7
http://msp.org/idx/mr/3072799
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1279.57008
http://dx.doi.org/10.1090/S0002-9947-03-03046-0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1090/S0002-9947-03-03046-0
http://msp.org/idx/mr/1990571
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1028.57003
http://projecteuclid.org/euclid.ojm/1153494500
http://projecteuclid.org/euclid.ojm/1153494500
http://msp.org/idx/mr/2166720
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BF01231526
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BF01231526
http://msp.org/idx/mr/1288467
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/0842.57013
http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/2006973
http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/2006973
http://msp.org/idx/mr/683804
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/0529.57005
http://dx.doi.org/10.4064/fm225-1-7
http://msp.org/idx/mr/3205568
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1301.57006
http://dx.doi.org/10.1090/S0002-9947-08-04455-3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1090/S0002-9947-08-04455-3
http://msp.org/idx/mr/2403698
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1152.57011
http://dx.doi.org/10.2140/agt.2014.14.2125
http://dx.doi.org/10.2140/agt.2014.14.2125
http://msp.org/idx/mr/3331611
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1311.57011
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00927870802068128
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00927870802068128
http://msp.org/idx/mr/2422514
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1205.19007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10711-013-9898-2
http://msp.org/idx/mr/3226796
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1300.57012
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0022-4049(82)90077-9
http://msp.org/idx/mr/638121
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/0474.57003


SL2 REPRESENTATIONS OF LINK GROUPS AND MILNOR–WITT K2-GROUPS 233

[Keune 1989] F. Keune, “On the structure of the K2 of the ring of integers in a number field”, K -
Theory 2:5 (1989), 625–645. MR Zbl

[Kramer and Tent 2010] L. Kramer and K. Tent, “A Maslov cocycle for unitary groups”, Proc. Lond.
Math. Soc. (3) 100:1 (2010), 91–115. MR Zbl

[Lam 2005] T. Y. Lam, Introduction to quadratic forms over fields, Graduate Studies in Mathematics
67, American Mathematical Society, Providence, RI, 2005. MR Zbl

[Lickorish 1997] W. B. R. Lickorish, An introduction to knot theory, Graduate Texts in Mathematics
175, Springer, New York, 1997. MR Zbl

[Maclachlan and Reid 2003] C. Maclachlan and A. W. Reid, The arithmetic of hyperbolic 3-manifolds,
Graduate Texts in Mathematics 219, Springer, New York, 2003. MR Zbl

[Matsumoto 1969] H. Matsumoto, “Sur les sous-groupes arithmétiques des groupes semi-simples
déployés”, Ann. Sci. École Norm. Sup. (4) 2 (1969), 1–62. MR Zbl

[Milnor 1966] J. Milnor, “Whitehead torsion”, Bull. Amer. Math. Soc. 72 (1966), 358–426. MR Zbl

[Milnor 1971] J. Milnor, Introduction to algebraic K -theory, Annals of Mathematics Studies 72,
Princeton University Press, 1971. MR Zbl

[Moore 1968] C. C. Moore, “Group extensions of p-adic and adelic linear groups”, Inst. Hautes
Études Sci. Publ. Math. 35 (1968), 157–222. MR Zbl

[Morel 2012] F. Morel, A1-algebraic topology over a field, Lecture Notes in Mathematics 2052,
Springer, Heidelberg, 2012. MR Zbl

[Nosaka 2015] T. Nosaka, “Homotopical interpretation of link invariants from finite quandles”,
Topology Appl. 193 (2015), 1–30. MR Zbl

[Quillen 1973] D. Quillen, “Higher algebraic K -theory, I”, pp. 85–147 in Algebraic K -theory, I:
Higher K -theories (Seattle, WA, 1972), edited by H. Bass, Lecture Notes in Math. 341, Springer,
Berlin, 1973. MR Zbl

[Riley 1972] R. Riley, “Parabolic representations of knot groups, I”, Proc. London Math. Soc. (3)
24 (1972), 217–242. MR Zbl

[Suslin 1987] A. A. Suslin, “Torsion in K2 of fields”, K -Theory 1:1 (1987), 5–29. MR Zbl

[Tran 2015] A. T. Tran, “On left-orderability and cyclic branched coverings”, J. Math. Soc. Japan
67:3 (2015), 1169–1178. MR Zbl

[Weibel 2013] C. A. Weibel, The K -book: an introduction to algebraic K -theory, Graduate Studies
in Mathematics 145, American Mathematical Society, Providence, RI, 2013. MR Zbl

[Wood 1971] J. W. Wood, “Bundles with totally disconnected structure group”, Comment. Math.
Helv. 46 (1971), 257–273. MR Zbl

[Zickert 2009] C. K. Zickert, “The volume and Chern–Simons invariant of a representation”, Duke
Math. J. 150:3 (2009), 489–532. MR Zbl

Received 30 Jun 2015. Revised 4 Mar 2016. Accepted 23 Mar 2016.

TAKEFUMI NOSAKA: nosaka@math.kyushu-u.ac.jp
Faculty of Mathematics, Kyushu University, 744, Motooka, Nishi-ku, Fukuoka 819-0395, Japan

msp

http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BF00535049
http://msp.org/idx/mr/999397
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/0705.19007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1112/plms/pdp023
http://msp.org/idx/mr/2578469
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1262.19002
http://msp.org/idx/mr/2104929
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1068.11023
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4612-0691-0
http://msp.org/idx/mr/1472978
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/0886.57001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4757-6720-9
http://msp.org/idx/mr/1937957
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1025.57001
http://www.numdam.org/item?id=ASENS_1969_4_2_1_1_0
http://www.numdam.org/item?id=ASENS_1969_4_2_1_1_0
http://msp.org/idx/mr/0240214
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/0261.20025
http://dx.doi.org/10.1090/S0002-9904-1966-11484-2
http://msp.org/idx/mr/0196736
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/0147.23104
http://msp.org/idx/mr/0349811
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/0237.18005
http://www.numdam.org/item?id=PMIHES_1968__35__157_0
http://msp.org/idx/mr/0244258
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/0159.03203
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-29514-0
http://msp.org/idx/mr/2934577
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1263.14003
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.topol.2015.05.087
http://msp.org/idx/mr/3385078
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1334.57011
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BFb0067053
http://msp.org/idx/mr/0338129
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/0292.18004
http://dx.doi.org/10.1112/plms/s3-24.2.217
http://msp.org/idx/mr/0300267
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/0229.55002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BF00533985
http://msp.org/idx/mr/899915
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/0635.12015
http://dx.doi.org/10.2969/jmsj/06731169
http://msp.org/idx/mr/3376583
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1328.57017
http://msp.org/idx/mr/3076731
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1273.19001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BF02566843
http://msp.org/idx/mr/0293655
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/0217.49202
http://dx.doi.org/10.1215/00127094-2009-058
http://msp.org/idx/mr/2582103
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1246.58019
mailto:nosaka@math.kyushu-u.ac.jp
http://msp.org




ANNALS OF K-THEORY
msp.org/akt

EDITORIAL BOARD

Paul Balmer University of California, Los Angeles, USA
balmer@math.ucla.edu

Spencer Bloch University of Chicago, USA
bloch@math.uchicago.edu

Alain Connes Collège de France; Institut des Hautes Études Scientifiques; Ohio State University
alain@connes.org

Guillermo Cortiñas Universidad de Buenos Aires and CONICET, Argentina
gcorti@dm.uba.ar

Eric Friedlander University of Southern California, USA
ericmf@usc.edu

Max Karoubi Institut de Mathématiques de Jussieu – Paris Rive Gauche, France
max.karoubi@imj-prg.fr

Gennadi Kasparov Vanderbilt University, USA
gennadi.kasparov@vanderbilt.edu

Alexander Merkurjev University of California, Los Angeles, USA
merkurev@math.ucla.edu

Amnon Neeman amnon.Australian National University
neeman@anu.edu.au

Jonathan Rosenberg (Managing Editor)
University of Maryland, USA
jmr@math.umd.edu

Marco Schlichting University of Warwick, UK
schlichting@warwick.ac.uk

Andrei Suslin Northwestern University, USA
suslin@math.northwestern.edu

Vladimir Voevodsky Institute for Advanced Studies, USA
vladimir@math.ias.edu

Charles Weibel (Managing Editor)
Rutgers University, USA
weibel@math.rutgers.edu

Guoliang Yu Texas A&M University, USA
guoliangyu@math.tamu.edu

PRODUCTION

Silvio Levy (Scientific Editor)
production@msp.org

Annals of K-Theory is a journal of the K-Theory Foundation (ktheoryfoundation.org). The K-Theory Foundation
acknowledges the precious support of Foundation Compositio Mathematica, whose help has been instrumental in
the launch of the Annals of K-Theory.

See inside back cover or msp.org/ant for submission instructions.

The subscription price for 2017 is US $420/year for the electronic version, and $470/year (+$25, if shipping
outside the US) for print and electronic. Subscriptions, requests for back issues and changes of subscribers address
should be sent to MSP.

Annals of K-Theory (ISSN 2379-1681 electronic, 2379-1683 printed) at Mathematical Sciences Publishers, 798
Evans Hall #3840, c/o University of California, Berkeley, CA 94720-3840 is published continuously online. Peri-
odical rate postage paid at Berkeley, CA 94704, and additional mailing offices.

AKT peer review and production are managed by EditFlow® from MSP.

PUBLISHED BY

mathematical sciences publishers
nonprofit scientific publishing

http://msp.org/
© 2017 Mathematical Sciences Publishers

http://msp.org/akt/
mailto:balmer@math.ucla.edu
mailto:bloch@math.uchicago.edu
mailto:alain@connes.org
mailto:gcorti@dm.uba.ar
mailto:ericmf@usc.edu
mailto:max.karoubi@imj-prg.fr
mailto:gennadi.kasparov@vanderbilt.edu
mailto:merkurev@math.ucla.edu
mailto:neeman@anu.edu.au
mailto:jmr@math.umd.edu
mailto:schlichting@warwick.ac.uk
mailto:suslin@math.northwestern.edu
mailto:vladimir@math.ias.edu
mailto:weibel@math.rutgers.edu
mailto:guoliangyu@math.tamu.edu
mailto:production@msp.org
http://www.ktheoryfoundation.org
http://www.ktheoryfoundation.org
http://www.compositio.nl/
http://dx.doi.org/10.2140/ant
http://msp.org/
http://msp.org/


ANNALS OF K-THEORY
2017 vol. 2 no. 2

131On the vanishing of Hochster’s θ invariant
Mark E. Walker

175Low-dimensional Milnor–Witt stems over R

Daniel Dugger and Daniel C. Isaksen
211Longitudes in SL2 representations of link groups and Milnor–Witt K2-groups of fields

Takefumi Nosaka
235Equivariant vector bundles, their derived category and K-theory on affine schemes

Amalendu Krishna and Charanya Ravi
277Motivic complexes over nonperfect fields

Andrei Suslin
303K-theory of derivators revisited

Fernando Muro and George Raptis
341Chow groups of some generically twisted flag varieties

Nikita A. Karpenko

A
N
N
A
LS

O
F
K-TH

EO
RY

no.2
vol.2

2017


	1. Introduction
	2. Review: the Milnor–Witt K2-group
	3. Definition: K2 invariants
	4. Some computations of the Milnor–Witt K2-group
	5. Computation of the K2 invariants; hyperbolic links
	5A. Example: the figure-eight knot
	5B. Other links

	6. Two applications
	6A. On the cusp shape
	6B. Another application: the real K2( R)  and left-orderable 3-manifold groups

	7. Proofs of the theorems
	7A. Parabolic representations in terms of quandles
	7B. Proof of Proposition 3.1
	7C. Preliminaries
	7D. Proofs of Theorems 3.4 and 6.1

	Acknowledgments
	References
	
	

