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Chebyshev's bias for products of k primes

Xianchang Meng

For any k > 1, we study the distribution of the difference between the number of integers n < x with
w(n) =k or Q(n) = k in two different arithmetic progressions, where w (n) is the number of distinct
prime factors of n and 2 (n) is the number of prime factors of n counted with multiplicity. Under some
reasonable assumptions, we show that, if k is odd, the integers with €2 (n) = k have preference for quadratic
nonresidue classes; and if & is even, such integers have preference for quadratic residue classes. This result
confirms a conjecture of Richard Hudson. However, the integers with w(n) = k always have preference
for quadratic residue classes. Moreover, as k increases, the biases become smaller and smaller for both of
the two cases.

1. Introduction and statement of results
First, we consider products of k primes in arithmetic progressions. Let

(x5 q,a) =|{n <x:w({) =k, n=a mod g},
and

Ni(xiq,a) =l{n =<x:Q(n) =k, n=a modg},

where w(n) is the number of distinct prime divisors of 7, and 2 (n) is the number of prime divisors of n
counted with multiplicity. For example, when k = 1, N;(x; g, a) is the number of primes 7 (x; g, @) in
the arithmetic progression a mod ¢; and 7 (x; ¢, a) counts the number of prime powers p' < x for all
[ > 1 in the arithmetic progression a mod q.

Dirichlet [1837] showed that, for any a and g with (a, ¢) = 1, there are infinitely many primes in the
arithmetic progression a mod g. Moreover, for any (a, q) =1,

X

T(x;q,a)~ ———,

¢(q) logx

where ¢ is Euler’s totient function [Davenport 2000]. Analogous asymptotic formulas are available for
products of k primes. Landau [1909] showed that, for each fixed integer k > 1,

log1 k=1
Np(x) = [{n < x: Q(n) = k)| ~ 10; ( Ofk(igf;'
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The same asymptotic is also true for the function ¢ (x) := |{n < x : w(n) = k}|. For more precise formulas,
see [Tenenbaum 1995, 11.6, Theorems 4 and 5]. Using similar methods as in [Tenenbaum 1995; Davenport
2000], one can show that, for any fixed residue class a mod g with (a, q) =1,

1 x (loglogx)<!
P(q)logx  (k—1)!
For the case of counting primes (2(rn) = 1), Chebyshev [1853] observed that there seem to be

Ni(x;q,a) ~mr(x;q,a) ~

more primes in the progression 3 mod 4 than in the progression 1 mod 4. That is, it appears that
w(x;4,3) > w(x;4,1). In general, for any a # b mod g and (a, g) = (b, g) = 1, one can study the
behavior of the functions

A (x;q,a,b) :=mr(x; q,a) —m(x; q,b),
Aq,(x;q,a,b) := Ni(x;q,a) — Ni(x; q,b).

Denote A(x;q,a,b) := Aq,(x;q,a,b). Littlewood [1914] proved that A(x; 4,3, 1) changes sign
infinitely often. Actually, A(x; 4, 3, 1) is negative for the first time at x = 26, 861 [Leech 1957].
Knapowski and Turdn published a series of papers starting with [1962] about the sign changes and
extreme values of the functions A(x; g, a, b). And such problems are colloquially known today as “prime
race problems”. Irregularities in the distribution, that is, a tendency for A(x; g, a, b) to be of one sign is
known as “Chebyshev’s bias”. For a nice survey of such works, see [Ford and Konyagin 2002; Granville
and Martin 2006].

Chebyshev’s bias can be well understood in the sense of logarithmic density. We say a set S of positive
integers has logarithmic density, if the following limit exists:

1 1

3(S) = lim -

%) xﬁwlogx’;n
nes

Let 67, (q; a,b) =6(Py(q; a, b)), where P (q; a, b) is the set of integers with A 4 (n; g, a, b) > 0, and
f = Q or w. In order to study the Chebyshev’s bias and the existence of the logarithmic density, we need
the following assumptions:

(1) The extended Riemann hypothesis (ERHy) for Dirichlet L-functions modulo g.

(2) The linear independence conjecture (Lly), the imaginary parts of the zeros of all Dirichlet L-functions
modulo ¢ are linearly independent over Q).

Under these two assumptions, Rubinstein and Sarnak [1994] showed that, for Chebyshev’s bias for
primes (2(n) = 1), the logarithmic density g, (¢; a, b) exists, and in particular, dq, (4; 3, 1) ~ 0.996
which indicates a strong bias for primes in the arithmetic progression 3 mod 4. Recently, using the
same assumptions, Ford and Sneed [2010] studied the Chebyshev’s bias for products of two primes with
Q(n) = 2 by transforming this problem into manipulations of some double integrals. They connected
Ag,(x; g, a,b) with A(x; g, a, b), and showed that §q,(q; a, b) exists and the bias is in the opposite
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direction to the case of primes, in particular, dg,(4; 3, 1) ~ 0.10572 which indicates a strong bias for the
arithmetic progression 1 mod 4.
By orthogonality of Dirichlet characters, we have

Ao (x;g,a,b)=— > (X@—x®) Y x(mn), (1-1)
¢() X#xo mod g n=x
Qn)=k
and
1
Apxiq,a,b)=—= Y (X@—=Xx®) Y xm. (1-2)
¢@) X#xo mod ¢ n=x
w(m)=k

The inner sums over n are usually analyzed using analytic methods. Neither the method of Rubinstein
and Sarnak [1994] nor the method of Ford and Sneed [2010] readily generalizes to handle the cases of
more prime factors (k > 3). From the point of view of L-functions, the most natural sum to consider is

> A A, (1-3)

ny-ng<x
n---ng=a mod q

However, estimates for Ag, (x; g, a, b) or A, (x; g, a,b) cannot be readily recovered from such an
analogue by partial summation. Ford and Sneed [2010] overcome this obstacle in the case k =2 by means
of the 2-dimensional integral

x ( ) 1o lo
/ / Z pPiD2 o g£1 g P2 duy duy,

P1DP2=x

Analysis of an analogous k-dimensional integral leads to an explosion of cases, depending on the relative
sizes of the variables u;, and becomes increasingly messy as k increases.

We take an entirely different approach, working directly with the unweighted sums. We express the
associated Dirichlet series in terms of products of the logarithms of Dirichlet L-functions, then apply
Perron’s formula, and use Hankel contours to avoid the zeros of L(s, x) and the point s = % Using the
same assumptions (1) and (2), we show that, for any k£ > 1, both

8o, (g;a,b) and 6, (q;a,b)

exist. Moreover, we show that, as k increases, if a is a quadratic nonresidue and b is a quadratic residue,
the bias oscillates with respect to the parity of k for the case 2(n) = k, but §,, (¢; a, b) increases from
below % monotonically.

For some of our results, we need only a much weaker substitute for condition LIy, which we call the
simplicity hypothesis (SHq): Yx # xo mod g, ( ) # (0 and the zeros of L(s, x) are simple. Let

N(g,a) :=#u modgq : u>=a mod g}.

Then, using the weaker assumptions SHy and ERHy, we prove the following theorems.
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Theorem 1. Assume ERHy and SHy. Then, for any fixed k > 1, and fixed large Ty,

1 x(loglogx)*! { (—1)¥ _ _
Ag,(x;q,a,b) = — X
2 g @)= G T oga ¢(9) X;()(x(a) 1o m%:n Ttivy

L(L+ivgx)=0
(_1)k N(q? Cl) - N(C]» b)
2k=1 ¢ (q)

x'"x

+ +Ek(x,q,a,baTo)}’

where
log? Ty
T '

Y
limsup%/ 150’ q,a, b, T2 dy <
1

Y—o0
Since Ag, (x; g, a, b) = A(x; q, a, b), we get the following corollary.
Corollary 1.1. Assume ERHq and SHy. Then, for any fixed k > 2,
Ag,(x;q,a,b)logx
Jx(loglog x)k—1
(=D 1 \N(g,a)=N(g.b) (=D*"" A(x;q,a,b)logx
k=1 241 ¢(q) (k —1)! Vx

where, as Y — 00,

+ X (x; q,a,b),

Y
1 )
Y / [T g, a, b)*dy = o(D).
1

In the above theorem, the constant (—1)* / Q1 (N (g,a) — N(q, b))/ (¢(q)) represents the bias in
the distribution of products of k primes counted with multiplicity. Richard Hudson conjectured that, as &
increases, the bias would change directions according to the parity of k. Our result above confirms his con-
jecture (under ERHy and SHy). Figures 1.1 and 1.2 show the graphs corresponding to (¢, a, b) = (4,3, 1)
for 21og x/(y/x (log logx)z) - Ag,(x;4,3,1) and 6log x/(4/x(log 10gx)3) - Ag,(x; 4,3, 1), plotted on
a logarithmic scale from x = 103 to x = 10%. In these graphs, the functions do not appear to be
oscillating around % and —% respectively as predicted in our theorem. This is caused by some terms of
order 1/loglog x and even lower order terms, and log log 10® & 2.91347 and 1/loglog 10® &~ 0.343233.
However, we can still observe the expected direction of the bias through these graphs.

For the distribution of products of k primes counted without multiplicity, we have the following
theorem. In this case, the bias will be determined by the constant (N (g, a) — N(q, b))/ (2k_1¢(q)) in
the theorem below.

Theorem 2. Assume ERHy and SHy. Then, for any fixed k > 1, and fixed large Ty,
1 X (loglog x)¥=1 [ (=¥ _ _
Awk<x;q,a,b>=(k_1),f L s L T@=g6) Y
’ & 1 XFX0 lyy1=To
L(L+ivgx)=0
N(g,a)—N(q,b ~
) (4 )+2k(x:q,a,b,To)},

x'x

%+iyx

2=1¢(q)
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. J/x(loglog x)?

Ag,(x;4,3,1)

where
Y 2
~ log” T,
1imsupl/ 13k(e”: g, a,b, To) > dy < %.
1

Y—o0 Y 0
Corollary 2.1. Assume ERHy and SHy. Then, for any fixed k > 1,

Ay, (x;q,a,b)logx
J/x(loglog x)k-1
:<L+(_1)k+1)N(q,a)—N(q,b) (="' A(x; g, a,b)logx
2k=1 (k—D!o(q) (k — 1! Vx

+ 3 (x:q.a,b),

where, as Y — 00, .
¥ | Ei@ia P dy=on.
For the distribution of A(x; g, a, b), Rubinstein and Sarnak [1994] showed the following theorem.
This is the version from [Ford and Sneed 2010].
Theorem RS. Assume ERH and L1,. For any a # b mod g and (a, q) = (b, q) = 1, the function

ul(e;q,a,b)
eu/2



310 Xianchang Meng

0-2 T T T T T T T T T T T T

02 I | il

0.4

-0.6 +

14 H N | H HEHE | H HEHE N | H HEHE | HIFN
10° 104 10° 108 107 108

6logx

Figure 1.2. ——
. J/x(loglog x)3

Ag,(x;4,3,1)
has a probabilistic distribution. This distribution has mean (N (q, b) — N(q, a))/$(q), is symmetric with

respect to its mean, and has a continuous density function.
Corollaries 1.1, 2.1, and Theorem RS imply the following result.
Theorem 3. Leta#b mod g and (a, q) = (b, q) = 1. Assuming ERHq and L, forany k > 1, 8q,(q; a, b)

and 8., (q; a, b) exist. More precisely, if a and b are both quadratic residues or both quadratic nonresidues,
then 8q, (q; a, b) =684,,(q; a,b) = % Moreover, if a is a quadratic nonresidue and b is a quadratic residue,
then, for any k > 1,

1—-46q, ,(g;a,b) <dq,(g;a,b) < % <8qy.(g;a,b) <1—108q,(q:a,b),
8 (@3 @, b) < 84y, (q;a,b) < 3,
80, (q;a,b) =64, (q;a,b), and éq, (q;a,b)+d4, (q;a,b)=1.

Remark. The above results confirm a conjecture of Richard Hudson proposed years ago in his communi-
cations with Ford. Borrowing the methods from [Rubinstein and Sarnak 1994, Section 4], we are able to
calculate dq, (g; a, b) and d,, (g; a, b) precisely for special values of g, a, and b. In particular, we record
in Table 1.1 the logarithmic densities up to products of 10 primes for two cases: ¢ =3,a =2,b =1, and
qg=4,a=3,b=1.
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k| 80,3:2,1) 8,,(3:2,1)|8q,(4;3,1) 84,,(4:3, 1)
1 |0.99906"  0.00094 0.9959" 0.0041
2 10.069629  0.069629 | 0.10572%  0.10572
3 10.766925  0.233075 |0.730311  0.269689
4 10.35829 0.35829 0.380029  0.380029
5 [0.571953  0.428047 |0.380029  0.380029
6 | 0463884  0.463884 |0.469616  0.469616
7 10518075  0.481925 |0.515202  0.484798
8 | 0.49096 0.49096 0.492398  0.492398
9 |0.50452 0.49548 0.503801  0.496199
10 | 0.49774 0.49774 0.498099  0.498099

Table 1.1. For ¢ =3, a =2 and b = 1 (left-hand side) and ¢ =4,a =3 and b = 1
(right-hand side). { [Rubinstein and Sarnak 1994] i [Ford and Sneed 2010]

For fixed g and large k, we give asymptotic formulas for 8q, (¢; a, b) and 8, (g; a, b).

Theorem 4. Assume ERHy and L1y. Let A(q) be the number of real characters mod q. Let a be a
quadratic nonresidue and b be a quadratic residue, and (a, q) = (b, q) = 1. Then, for any nonnegative

integer K, and any € > 0,

-1 K 2j+1 j 2j+1 .

. 1 (=Dk! 1 =1/ A(@)¥ T C(q;a,b) 1

iD= 2 @j+1)! FOwre\ g ) (Y
K

11 1 \Y (=) A@)¥*'Ci(q: 1
ka(%a,b):———Z( ) (=17 A(g) CJ(q’a’b)'i‘Oq,K,e(—), (1-5)

2 2m g\ 2 Q2j+1D)! (2k—T)2K+3¢

where C(q; a, b) is some constant depending on j, q, a, and b. In particular, for K =0,

1 _1A(@)Co(q; a, b) 1
3o, (g;a,b) = 3 + (—DF IT + 04 (23— )’

. 1 A(g)Co(q;a,b) 1
bl D) =5 = T O\ e )

Remark. We have a formula for C;(q; a, b),

o]

Cj(q;a,b)=/ X2 Dy.qp(x) dx,

—00

where

2 —x(b
Dyap(z) = 1_[ l—[ _]0< |X(a)1 x( )|Z>’
X#xo x>0 \/ZTV)%

L(L+iry,)=0
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and Jy(z) is the Bessel function,

o0 1y (z 2m
Jo(z)=2%

m=0

Numerically, Cy(3; 2, 1) & 3.66043 and Cy(4; 3, 1) ~ 3.08214. When g¢ is large, using the method in
[Fiorilli and Martin 2013, Section 2], we can find asymptotic formulas for C;(q; a, b),

B (2j—1)!!m+0j< 1 )

Cilaa.b) =y V(q: a, b)yit3"

where 2j — D! =2j-1D2j—-3)---3-1,(=)!!'=1, and

1
V(g;a,b)= Z |)((19)—X(a)|2 Z l+y2'
2Ty

Xx mod g vy €R
L(L+ivex)=0

By Proposition 3.6 in [Fiorilli and Martin 2013], under ERHy, V(g; a, b) ~2¢(q) logq.

2. Formulas for the associated Dirichlet series and origin of the bias

Let x be a nonprincipal Dirichlet character, and denote

x(n)
Frls, 0= ), =
Fom=k

where f = Q or w. The formulas for Fy, (s, x) are needed to analyze the character sums in (1-1) and
(1-2). The purpose of this section is to express F, (s, x) in terms of Dirichlet L-functions, and to explain
the source of the biases in the functions Ag, (x; ¢, a, b) and A, (x; g, a, b).

Throughout the paper, the notation log z will always denote the principal branch of the logarithm of a
complex number z.

2A. Symmetric functions. Let x|, x5, ... be an infinite collection of indeterminates. We say a formal
power series P(xp, x2, ...) with bounded degree is a symmetric function if it is invariant under all finite
permutations of the variables x, x2, .. ..

The n-th elementary symmetric function e, = e,(x1, x2, . ..) is defined by the generating function
Yool oenz” =12y (1 +x;z). Thus, e, is the sum of all square-free monomials of degree n. Similarly,
the n-th homogeneous symmetric function h,, = h,(xy, x2, ...) is defined by the generating function
fo’:o h,z" = ]_[?il 1/(1 — x;z). We see that, h, is the sum of all possible monomials of degree n. And
the n-th power symmetric function p, = p,(x1, x2, ...) is defined to be p, =x] +x5 +---.

The following result is due to Newton or Girard (see [Macdonald 1995, Chapter 1, (2.11) and (2.117),
page 23] or [Mendes and Remmel 2015, Chapter 2, Theorems 2.8 and 2.9]).
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Lemma 5. For any integer k > 1,

k
khi =" hi_npn. -1
n=1
k
ke =) (=" 'erupn. (2-2)

n=1

2B. Formula for Fg, (s, x). For R(s) > 1, we define

F(s,x)::ZX(p),

p P
the sum being over all primes p. Since
00
logL(s, )= 3 3 X2, 23)
m=t p P
we then have
F(s, x) =log L(s, x) — L log L2s, x*) + G (s), (2-4)

where G (s) is absolutely convergent for 9i(s) > oy for any fixed oy > % Henceforth, oy will be a fixed
abscissa > %, say o9 = 0.34. Because L(s, x) is an entire function for nonprincipal characters x, formula
(2-4) provides an analytic continuation of F(s, x) to any simply connected domain within the half-plane
{s : 9(s) > oy} which avoids the zeros of L(s, x) and the zeros and possible pole of L(2s, x2).

For any complex number s with R(s) > o¢ > % let x, = x(p)/p’ if p is a prime, O otherwise. Then,
by (2-1) in Lemma 5, we have the following relation

k
kFo (s, x) =Y _ Fa,_,(s, X)F(ns, x"). (2-5)

n=1
For example, for k =1, Fg, (s, x) = F(s, x). For k =2,
2Fq,(s, ) = F2(s, )+ F (25, x°).

For k =3,
31Fq,(s, x) =2Fq,(s, X)F(s, x) +2F (s, x)F(2s, x*) +2F (3s, x°)

= F(s, x)+3F(s, \)F (25, x*) +2F G35, x°).
For k =4,
4 Fq, (s, x) =3!Fa,(s, X)F(s, x) +3'Fa, (s, x)F (2s, x*) +31F (s, x)F(3s, x>) +3!F (4s, x*)
= F*(s, ) +6F2(s, x)F(2s, x>) +8F (s, x)F(3s, x>) + 6F (4s, x*) +3F?(2s, x?.

For any integer / > 1, we define the set

S,(,ﬁ)p:{(nl,‘--,nz)In1+~-+nz=k—m,2§n1Snzs'--inz,njEN(lfjfl)}
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Let S,Sf ) U,>1 S k ) . Thus any element of S,(,f Visa partition of k& — m with each part > 2. For any

n=(ng,ny,--- ,nz) € S,(,f), denote

1
F(ns, x) := l_[ F(njs, x").

j=1
Hence, by (2-5) and induction on k, we deduce the following result.
Lemma 6. Fork =1, Fq,(s, x) = F (s, x). For any k > 2, we have

k=2
k! Fo (s, x) = FX(s, )+ Y F" (5, X) Fuy (5, 1), (2-6)

m=0
where Fy, (s, x) = Znes(k) am)(n)F(ns X) for some am)(n) e N.
2C. Formula for F,, (s, x). By definition, we have

Fu0= Y ﬁ(i’::x(pn)

P1<p2<--<pk n=1

Denote

B 2
S CENTE N

» p
and for any u € N*,
~ o x(p) x(p?
F(s,x,u).—z — t—3 ZZ

14 p p p j=u

)

where D, (j) = (i :1) is the number of ways of writing j as sum of u# ordered positive integers.
By (2-3), we have

- - ad J -
F)=Fx:D=33" X;fs) —logL(s, x) + 1log L2s. x) +Gi(s)  (27)
p j=1
and
~ L x(p) N
F(s, x:2) = ZZ( — D55 =1og L(2s, x°) + Ga(s), (2-8)
p j=2

where G, (s) and Gz(s) are absolutely convergent for Ji(s) > o¢. Formula (2-7) provides an analytic
continuation of F (s, x) to any simply connected domain within the half-plane {s : 9i(s) > o¢} which
avoids the zeros of L(s, x) and the zeros and possible pole of L(2s, x2). Moreover, for any fixed u > 3,
F (s, x; u) is absolutely convergent for N (s) > oyp.
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oo x(ph

For any complex number s with R(s) > oy, take x, = ) if p is a prime, O otherwise. Then

by (2-2) in Lemma 5, we get the following formula,

k

kFo (5, ) = Fup_ (5. OF (5, X) = Y _(—=1)"Fuy_, (s, X)F (s, x: ). (2-9)
n=2

For example, for k =1, F,, (s, x) = F(s, x). For k =2,
2F,,(s, x) = F?(s, x) = F (s, x: 2).
For k =3, . - -
31 (s, X) =2Fu, (s, X)F (s, X) —2Fy, (s, X)F (s, x;2) +2F (s, x; 3)
= F(s, x) =3F (s, ) F (s, x:2) +2F (s, x5 3).

For k =4,

MF (5, %) =31 F oy (5, X)F (s, x) = 31 F,, (s, X)F(s, x:2) +3F (s, x)F(s, x;3) —3!F(s, x;4)

= F*s, x) = 6F2(s, OF (s, 3 2) +8F (s, x)F (5, x33) = 6F (s, x; 4) +3F(s, x; 2).
Hence, by (2-9) and induction on k, we get the following result.

Lemma 7. Fork =1, F,, (s, x) = F(s, x). For any k > 2, we have
k=2
k! Foy (s, ) = FX(s, 0 + D F™ (5, X) F, (5, X), (2-10)
m=0
where F,,m (s, x) = Znes,‘,{‘) b,(,f)(n)ﬁ(ns, X) for some b,(,f)(n) € Z, and foranyn = (ny,...,n;) € S,(,{(),
F(ns, x) := ]_[lj:1 F(s, x: nj).

2D. Origin of the bias. In this section, we heuristically explain the origin of the bias in our theorems.

(1) Analytical aspect. In order to get formulas for Ag, (x; g, a, b) and A, (x; g, a, b), our strategy is to
apply Perron’s formula to the associated Dirichlet series Fg, (s, x) and Fy,, (s, x), then we choose special
contours to avoid the singularities of these Dirichlet series. See Section 3 for the details.

First, we have a look at the case of counting primes in arithmetic progressions. If we only count primes,
by (2-4), we have
xp) _

Fo,(s, x) = F(s, x) = — =log L(s, x) — 5 log L(2s, x*) + G(s).

p

The main contributions for Ag, (x; g, a, b) are from the first two terms,
log L(s, x) — %log L(2s, x2).

The first term log L (s, x) counts all the primes with weight 1 and prime squares with weight % The higher
order powers of primes are negligible since they only contribute O (x'/3). The singularities of log L(s, x),
i.e., the zeros of L(s, x), on the critical line contribute the oscillating terms in our result. In our proof, we
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use special Hankel contours to avoid the singularities of log L(s, x) and extract these oscillating terms
(Lemma 12). See Sections 3 and 4 for the details of how to handle these singularities. The second term
—% log L(2s, x?) counts the prime squares with weight —% and contributes the bias term. When x is a
real character, the point s = % is a pole of L(2s, %2), and hence the integration of —% log L(2s, x2) over
the Hankel contour around s = % contributes a bias term with order of magnitude /x/log x. Using the
orthogonality of Dirichlet characters, and the formula ) 5 ea(X(@) — x())=N(q,a)— N(q,b), we
get the expected size of the bias.

Another natural and convenient function to consider is —L'(s, x)/L(s, x) = Y ey X (n)A(n)/n°,
which is much easier to analyze than log L(s, x). This weighted form counts each prime p and its powers
with weight log p. Similar to log L(s, x), all the singularities of the function —L’(s, x)/L(s, x) on the
critical line are the nontrivial zeros of L(s, x) and thus there is no bias for this weighted counting function

Z A(n) — Z An).

n<x n<x
n=a mod q n=b mod q

Thus, partial summation is used to extract the sum
> e X ioen
s logn e logn
n=a mod g n=b mod q

from the above weighted form, which is possible because log n is a smooth function. However, there is
no way to do this with the analogue (1-3) to recover the unweighted counting function Ag, (x; ¢, a, b) or
Awk (-x’ Q7 aa b)

If we count all the prime powers with the same weight 1, by (2-7), we have

Fo (s, x) = F(s, x) =log L(s, x) + 3 log L(2s, x*) + G1(s).

In this case, the bias is from the second term % log L(2s, x?) for real character x which counts the prime
squares with positive weight % This is why the bias is opposite to the case of counting only primes.
For the general case, when we derive the formula for Ag, (x; g, a, b) using analytic methods, by (2-6)
in Lemma 6, the main contributions for Fg, (s, x) will be from %F k (s, x), which is essentially
1 k
ﬁ(log L(s, x) — $log L(2s, x»))".
In the expansion of the above formula, the term % logk L(s, x) contributes the oscillating terms (see (4-9)
and (4-13))

(=% /x(loglogx) ! Z xi7x
k—1)! log x . %_ny.
L(§+zyx,x)=0
When y is real, the term

C(=Dk

1
—(—3logL(2s, x*) = o

o (log L(2s, x*)"
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contributes a bias term (see (4-10) and (4-14))

1 (=DF /x(loglogx) !
(k — 1)1 2k=1 log x ‘

Then summing over all the real characters, we get the expected bias term in our formula for Ag, (x; g, a, b).

The factor (—1)¥ /2%~ explains why the bias has different directions depending on the parity of k and
why the bias decreases as k increases. Other terms with factors of the form logkfj L(s, x) logj (2s, x2)
for 1 < j <k — 1 only contribute oscillating terms with lower orders of loglog x which can be put into
the error term in our formula (see Lemma 14).

Similarly, for the case of A, (x; g, a, b), by (2-10) in Lemma 7, the main contributions for F, (s, x)
are from

G FH 60 = 1 (log Lis. 0 + 3 log L2s, 4% + Gi9)".

The main terms are from the contributions of the terms log L(s, x) and ( log L(2s, Xz))k. Thus,
the main oscillating terms are the same as that of Ag, (x, q,a, b), and the bias term has the same size
without direction change.

Through the above analysis, we see that the biases are mainly affected by the powers of i% log L(2s, x?)
for real characters which count the products of prime squares.

(2) Combinatorial aspect. Instead of giving precise prediction of the size of the bias as above, here
we use a simpler combinatorial intuition to roughly explain the behavior of the bias. We borrowed this
combinatorial explanation from Hudson [1980].

Pick a large number X. Let S; be the set of primes p = 1 mod 4 up to X, and S, be the set of
primes p = 3 mod4 up to X. Using these primes, we generate the set V® := {pg : p,q € §; U
S>, p and g can be the same}.

Let V1(2) ={neV?P:n=1mod4}, and V2(2) {n € VP :n =3 mod 4}. Then, the integers in V(Z)
come from either products of two primes from S; or products of two primes from S,. The integers in
V2(2) are the product of two primes pg with p € S| and g € S,. Thus,

2 2
@y (19 (151 4 15y = ISP HIBE 1115152
V1= (15) +1si+ (75 + 12l = o+ 2

and
2
V21 =181] - 1Sal.

It is clear that |V](2)| > |V2(2) |. Note that %(lS 11 +182]) counts the squares of primes with weight % which
makes a crucial difference between V1(2) and V;z).
Let VI(O) = {1} and VZ(O) = @. For any k > 1, denote

V(k) ={n=pi---pr:pjeSiUSrforall 1< j<k,n=1mod4},
VO i={n=pi--p:pjeSiUS forall 1 < j<k,n=3mod4},

where the p; can be the same. Note that Vl(l) =S and Vz(l) = 5.
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We give inductive formulas for |V1(k)| and |V2(k)|. The elements of Vl(k) and Vz(k) are generated by
integers of the form pfnk_j for p e S;or S and ny_; € Vl(k_” or Vz(k_]) (1<j<k). By(@-1)in
Lemma 5, we have

k k— k—1 k—2 k—3 k—3
KV O = qvED s VP 18D + 1VE21ASHHSD + QVED SV 180 + - -

Pli—1 p2ng—2 ping—3

and

VO = (VE 1181V ED 18D + V210814 1S2D + (VE D1 1S+ VED s -

Pl—1 T Pz
Thus,
k(v =1v)
= (VST I 118D = VP 1S+ IV + v = v )
US1+ 182D + AV 18+ 1V 1180 = (v 1 IS+ IV 183D+ -
= (V= DA =120 + (V2= 12D AS1 + 1520)
+ (V=1 DS = 182D+ 2-11)
For 1 < j <k—1, suppose |V1(j)| < |V2(j)| for odd j and |V1(j)| > |V2(j)| for even j. Therefore, by (2-11)
and induction, we deduce that |V1(k)| < |V2(k)| for odd k and |V1(k)| > |V2(k)| for even k. This provides us a
heuristic explanation for the bias oscillation of Ag, (x; 4, 3, 1).
This heuristic also works for the quadratic residues and nonresidues modulo ¢ whenever g has a
primitive root. Because in this case, all the residues form a cyclic group (we thank the referee for pointing
this out). When ¢ has no primitive root, one should consider the group structure of the residue classes if

we want to give a similar heuristic as above.
For example, for ¢ = 8, we know that 1 mod 8 is the only quadratic residue, and

32=5"=7=1mod8, 3-5=7mod8, 5-7=3mod8, and 3-7=5mod8.  (2-12)
If we define Vj(l) :={p=jmod8, p<X}forj=1,3,5, and 7. For any k > 2, let
VP i=tm=pi - p=jmod8 pie VP uvPuvPuvil 1 <i <k}, forj=1357.
Then similar to ¢ =4, using (2-12) and Lemma 5, we have

k k—1 1 k—1 1 k—1 1 k—1 1
KIVOT= (V21 v T v 01w v 0 v 4 v 01 v )

JZU S

k—2 1 1 1 1
+IVE2IVEI v+ v+ v ) 4

p2ng_s
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k k—1 1 k—1 1 k—1 1 k—1 1
KV = (V321 v L v v v R v v v

Phk—1

k—2 1 1 1 1
+IVE2IVE IV T+ IV v ) 4

p2ng_s

and similarly for k|V{®| and k|V.\"|. For 1 <1 <k — 1, suppose |V\"| < |[V{"| ~ V| ~ |V for
odd /, by the formulas for k| Vj(k)l (j =1, 3,5,7) and induction on k, we will derive the expected bias
phenomenon.

3. Contour integral representation

In this section, we express the inner sums in (1-1) and (1-2) as integrals over truncated Hankel contours
(see Lemma 10 below).
Let

V0= Y xm),

fm=k
where f = Q or w. By Perron’s formula [Karatsuba 1993, Chapter V, Theorem 1] we have the following
lemma.

Lemma 8. Forany T > 2,

Y (X, x) = fCHTF 60 ds+of 08F Ly
fi X _27Tl c—iT fi % X N s T ’

where c =1+ 1/logx, and f = Q or w.

Starting from Lemma 8, we will shift the contour to the left, in a way which avoids the singularities of
the integrand. We will then require estimates of the integrand along the various parts of the new contour.

Lemma 9. Assume ERHy. Then, for any 0 < § < % and for all x # xo mod g, there exists a sequence of
numbers J = {Tn};’f’_0 satisfying n < T, <n+ 1 such that, forT € J,

Fr(o+iT)=0(og"T), (}-8<0<2)
where f = Q or w.

Proof. Using the similar method as in [Titchmarsh 1986, Theorem 14.16], one can show that, for any
€ >0 and for all x # xo mod g, there exists a sequence of numbers J = {T,}7° , satisfyingn < T, <n+1
such that, 7, ¢ < [L(o +iT,, x)| < T2T€), (3 — 8 < o < 2). Hence, by formulas (2-4), (2-6), (2-7),
(2-8), and (2-10), we get the conclusion of this lemma. U

Let p be a zero of L(s, x), A, be the distance of p to the nearest other zero, and D), :=minzeg(|y —T).

For each zero p, and X > 0, let #(p, X) denote the truncated Hankel contour surrounding the point s = p

. - L (LA 1p ] |
with radius 0 < r, <min(1, 3A,, 5Dy, 3[p — 3

), which includes the circle |s — p| = r, excluding the
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log x

Figure 3.1. Integration contour

point s = p — rp, and the half-line (p — X, p —r] traced twice with arguments + and — respectively.
Let Ag be the distance of % to the nearest zero. Let %(%, X)) denote the corresponding truncated Hankel
contour surrounding s = % with radius rg = min()]—c, %)

Take § = %. By Lemma 8, we pull the contour to the left to the line %i(s) = % — & using the truncated
Hankel contour #(p, §) to avoid the zeros of L(s, x) and using %(%, (S) to avoid the point s = % See
Figure 3.1.

Then we have the following lemma.

Lemma 10. Assume ERHg, and L(%, X) # 0 (x # xo0). Then, for any fixedk > 1,and T € J,

\)

]{f X, — E S F S, _ds+a RS F S, _ds
fi X 2i ¥(p,8) fi X S X 2i %(%’5) fi X S

where a(x) = 1 if x is real, 0 otherwise, and f = w or 2.
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Proof. By formulas (2-6) and (2-10), if x is not real, s = % is not a singularity of Fp, (s, x). Hence the
second term is zero if x is not real. By Lemma 9, the integral on the horizontal line is

¢ x° x¢(logTY*  x(log T)*
<loeDf | o < (3-)
Under the assumption ERH,, the integral on the vertical line R(s) = % —4dis
T x12=0 Jogh (|t +2
< / g UM H2) 4y o 120 10g T, (3-2)
-T |§ ) + lt|
By (3-1), (3-2), and Lemma 8, we get the desired error term in this lemma. O

4. Proof of the main theorems

In this section, we give the full proof of Theorems 1 and 2, by quoting Lemmas 12, 13, 14, and 15 of
which the proofs will appear in later sections.

Proof of Theorems 1 and 2. Let y be the imaginary part of a zero of L (s, x) in the critical strip. We have
the following lemma.

Lemma 11 [Ford and Sneed 2010, Lemma 2.2]. Let x be a Dirichlet character modulo q. Let N(T, x)
denote the number of zeros of L(s, x) with 0 <N (s) < 1 and |3(s)| < T. Then

(1) N(T, x) = O(T log(qT)) for T = 1,
(2) N(T, x) —=N(T -1, x) = O(log(@T)) for T = 1,
(3) uniformly for s = o +it and o > —1,

L'(s, x) _

1
L(s,x) 2 s, T OUogqllr|+2). @1

ly—t|<l1

=L (7)]
Fjw — [dz/\T'(@) /],

The following lemma is the starting lemma to give us the bias terms and oscillating terms in our main

For simplicity, we denote

theorems. This lemma may have independent use, we will give the proof in Section 8.

Lemma 12. Let #(a, 6) be the truncated Hankel contour surrounding a complex number a (R(a) > 25)
with radius 0 < r K % Then, for any integer k > 1,

1 s —1 k,a k 1 a—3§8/3
— logk(s—a)x— ds:ﬁ{k(log logx)k_l—{—Z(lc.)(loglogx)k_f—}—{—Ok(lx |>

270 Jye(a,s) s alogx P J I";(0) la|

x| i x| (loglog x)*~!
+ Oy ————(Ioglogx) + 0 .
k(|a|210g2x g8 “\la2M@ =8l (ogx)?
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Remark. By (5-3) in the proof of Lemma 16, one can easily show that

1
I';(0)

LT@G+D. 4-2)

By Lemma 10, we need to examine the integration over the truncated Hankel contours #(p, §) and

%(%, 8). By (2-4) and (2-7), and the assumptions of our theorems, on each truncated Hankel contour

#(p, &), we integrate the formula (4-1) in Lemma 11 to obtain
F (s, x) =log(s — p) + Hy(s), (4-3)
F(s, x) =log(s — p) + Hy(s), (4-4)

where

Hy(s)= Y log(s —p")+ Odog|yl),
O<ly’—yI=1

Hy(s)= ) log(s —p))+ Oogly]).

O<|y’—yI=l

If x isreal, s = % is a pole of L(2s, x2). So, by (2-4) and (2-7), on the truncated Hankel contour %(% 8),
for a real character x, we write

F(s, x) = 5 log(s — 5) + Hp(s), (4-5)
F(s, x) = —1log(s — 1) + Hp(s), (4-6)
where Hg(s) = O(1) and Hg(s) = O(1).
Denote
1 x5 1 x5
I/)(x) = k!FQk(S,X)—dS, IB(X) ::_./ k!FQk(S, X)_dS,
2mi H(p.8) N Tl %(%’5) N
and
» 1 s y 1 s
)= — KIF, (5, x) —ds, Ip(x):= —/ KIF,, (s, )= ds.
271 Jyep,s) s 2mi %(%,5) s

We define a function 7 (x) as follows: for 7, € I satisfying e <Ty < e +1,let T(x) =T, for
¥ <x<e¥' In particular, we have

x<Tkx)< 2x2, (x > ez).

Thus, by Lemma 10, for T = T (x),

1

Va0 =1 O L@+ “Ej)IB(x) + 012, (@-7)
lyI<T '
1 ~ -

ka(x’ X)=E Z Ip(x)+%IB(X)‘FO(xl/ziS/z)- (4-8)

ClylsT
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We will see later that ZM 7 Ip(x) and ZlylsT I »(x) will contribute the oscillating terms, i.e., the
summation over zeros, in our theorems, and /g (x) and Ip (x) will contribute the bias terms.

Next, we want to find the main contributions for /,(x), Ip(x), I »(x), and Ip (x). By (2-6) and (4-3),
we have

2mi

1 _ k_ - k _ k—j /
=g [ dose—pn st o [ MZ () dosts — = a1, 51 as

k—2
=
F"(s, x) Fu, (s, X)—ds
27Tl %(p(‘i)z "

m=0
=: Iy, (¥) + En;, (¥) + Eg, (x), 4-9)

and by (2-6) and (4-5),

11 kX 1 ik _ ;
=2 3 0. 056~ Sdsta %(;,a);( ©) (G toe(s=4)) Has)  ds
1 k—2
+%f%(; Z)F (5, X) Fuy (s, x)—ds
=: By (x) + Ep(x) + Eg(x). (4-10)

Here, Ij,(x) and By (x) will make main contributions to /,(x) and /(x), respectively. Similarly, by
(2-10) and (4-4), we have

1 I 1 £k RV PP
=5 /% foss s+ o %(M)Z(j)aog(s DICACIESE

2mi
1 =2 . X
+5— %(p’s)’;)ms,x)Fn,,,<s,x)?ds
=: Iy, (x) + Ey, (x) + Eg, (x), (4-11)
and by (2-10) and (4-6),
INB(x)z(_z—i)k%é(é’s)(log(s—%)) ~ ds +% %(m/Z:(];)(—%1og(s_%))k—f(ﬁ3(s))f’;_sds
| -
+5 (1) XE)F% X) Fu, (s, x)—ds
=t By (x) + Ep(x) + Eg(x). (4-12)

Here, I, m,(x) and By (x) will make main contributions to I »(x) and Ip (x), respectively.
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Applying Lemma 12, we have

- (=Dk/x xr
Iy, (x) = Iy, (x) = logx %—I— {k(loglogx)k 1+Z( )(loglogx)k Y (O)}
1 ﬁ(loglogx)k_l 1/2 8/3
" 0"(|y|2 (log x)” ) < ) 19
—1)k
By (x) = %{k(loglogx)k ! +Z2< )(loglogx)k J I‘j(O)}
1 1 k—1
" O"(ﬁ( gfg(f);) ) FOE, g
and
By (x) = (=1)*Bu (x). (4-15)
For the bias terms, by (4-10), (4-12), (4-14), and (4-15), we have
-Dx
150 = S T {k(loglogx)k 1*;( ;) toglog:0)*~ rj(O)}
1 1 k—1
+ Ep(0) + Eg(x) + O (ﬁ( gfgﬁif) ) + OGP, e
and
= . VX k—1 k—
Ip(x) = W{k(loglogx) —I—%( )(loglogx) ]F 0
k—1
+ Ep(x)+ Ep(x) + 0k<ﬁ(18§;‘if) ) 023, (417)

We will prove the following result in Section 5.

Lemma 13. For the bias terms,

—Dkk log log x)*—2
IB(x)=!£(loglogx)k*1+0k vx(loglog )™
2k=1 Jogx log x
- k log1 k=2
Ty = <5 V¥ (loglog)t—1 4 0y (Y0810
2k=11og x log x
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Then for the oscillating terms, by (4-9), (4-11), and (4-13), and Lemma 11, for T = T (x),

1k k—1 i k—
S 0= EY ky/x (loglog x) > LG IZ( ><loglogx> j o
j=2

log x =T 2+zy log x I";(0) g=r 2 iV

lyI=T

| k—1
+ 2 B+ ), ERp(x)+0k<ﬁ(1°g1<2)gx) )
lyI=T lyl<T log” x (4-18)

k k-1 k—
Z ip(x)_( 1)*k/x(loglog x) Z lxy (=D \/_Z< >(10g10gx) J Z 1
=

logx =T 2—|—zy logx Fj(()) =T 2—|—zy

. s log log x)k~!
+ 3 En0+ Y ERp<x>+ok(ﬁ( e ) (4-19)

2
(0] X
ly|<T yI<T g

The first terms in the above formulas are the main oscillating terms in our theorems. We will show in
Section 6 that the other terms are small in average. For T = T (x), denote

510 ) = jf 3 Ey,0)=logx Y xVEj, (x). (4-20)
lyI=T ly|I<T
log x iy
To(x; x) = NG Y Eg,(x)=logx Y  x"Ep (x), (4-21)
Y yi=r yI=T

where E;v[,, (x) = Ep,(x)/x”, and E}ep (x) = Eg,(x)/x”. Similarly, denote

~ log x ~ .

S x) = j} 3 By, =logx Y x7Ej, (x), (4-22)
lyI=T ly|<T

~ log x ~ .

Sh(x: x) i= j} 3 Ep (o) =logx Y xVEp (). (4-23)
lyI<T lyI=T

where E;wp(x) = EMp(x)/x/’ and E;ep x)= E~Rp (x)/x”.
Then we have the following lemma (see Sections 6A and 6B for the proof).

Lemma 14. For the error terms from the Hankel contours around zeros, we have
Y
/ (lzl(e); X)|2 + |22(e}’; X)|2) dy = o(Y (log Y)Zk—Z),
2

Y
/ (121(e”; )()|2 + |2, (e”; X)|2) dy = o(Y (log Y)Zkfz)‘
2

Moreover, we also need to bound the lower order sum

k
1660 = (=1 (4 ) dogrog - —— (4-24)

1
= F (0) lyI<T 2 —Hy
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and the error from the truncation by a fixed large 7o,

(4-25)

S2(x, To; x) = Z T
pi=r 2 1Y

- X T

yi=n 2 FiY
Then we have the following result (See Section 6C for the proof).

Lemma 15. For the lower order sum and error from the truncation, we have

Y
/ 151(e”; )12 dy = o(¥ (log ¥)?2),
2

and for fixed large Ty,

log? T
i El —|—log5 To.
Tp

+logY

Y i log> T,
/ 1S2(e”, To; x)I*dy <Y gT 0
2

Combining Lemmas 13, 14, and 15 with (4-7), (4-8), (4-18), and (4-19), we get, for fixed large T,

—1)k iy
o = Y (g log x)- ‘( S sy x))

!
(k—1Dlog lyI<Tp iy
(—-DF Ux k—1
+al0q = ),1—( oglogx)™™", (4-26)
where
: log? To
hmsup—/ IZ (e, To; x)|>dy « ——
Y—o0 TO
Also,
(—=DF S
%k(x,x)=(k 1),1f( oglog )"~ (Z T +E(x,To;x))
i< 2 7Y
1 Jx
+a(X)<k )'1_( gogx) ©(4-27)
where

log? Ty

Y

. 1 S

11msup7f 1=, To; Y)I*dy <
1 0

Y—o00

Note that Zx #XO()'((a) — x(b))a(x) = N(g,a)— N(q, b). Hence, combining (4-26) and (4-27) with
(1-1) and (1-2), we get the conclusions of Theorem 1 and Theorem 2. Now we finish the proof of
Theorems 1 and 2 modulo the proofs of Lemmas 12, 13, 14, and 15. O

5. The bias terms

In this section, we examine the bias terms and give the proof of Lemma 13.
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SA. Estimates on the horizontal line. In order to examine the corresponding integration on the horizontal

line in the Hankel contour, we prove the following estimate which we will use many times later to analyze

the error terms in our theorems.
Lemma 16. For any integers k > 1 and m > 0, we have

(loglog x)k—!

$
fo |(logo —im)* — (logo +im)K|o™x ™% do K (log)" ™

Proof. Let I represent the integral in the lemma. Then, we have

k ) k 8
I§2Z(§)nj/ llogo|Fo™x™° do <<ka llogo|F6™x™% do
, 0 — Jo
j=1 j=1

Using a change of variable, o log x = ¢, we have

) o 1 dlogx o
/0 logo|*/o™x7% do < W/{) llogt —loglog x|“~/t"e™" dt

1 k—j k—j i Slogx , ,
<— (loglog x)*~/~ / [logt|'t"e™" dt
a2(7)
(log x)m 1 £ 0
1 k—j i dlogx }
T EEE——— logl - logt|'t"e™" dt.
<Lk (ogx)" 1 IE:O(og 0gx) /0 [logt['t™e

Next, we estimate

dlogx 1 00
/ llogt|'t™e™" dt < (f +[ >|logt|1t’"e" dt = 1), + 1I,.
0 0 1

For the first integral in (5-3),

! ! 16 [t
1,1=/ |logt|ltmetdt§/ logt|' dt "= / —dr=T(+1).
0 0 0o €

For the second integral in (5-3),

0 t’"(lo l‘)l ;[0 I[
112=/1 e_;gd; z;e/o iyt < U D).

Then, by (5-2)-(5-4), we have
k—j

. log log x)k—J
Z(log log x)k=7 =" Op (1) Kok &
=0

B
1 k—j _m 0 4
/0 logo|"/o™x o Lk (logx)m“

(logx)mH
Thus, by (5-1),

(loglog x)*~!

1

Hence, we get the conclusion of this lemma.

(5-1)

(5-2)

(5-3)

(5-4)

(5-5)
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5B. The bias terms. We have the following estimate for the integral over the truncated Hankel contour
1

%(5.9).

Lemma 17. Assume the function f(s) = O(1) on %(%, 5). Then, for any integer m > 0,

Vx(loglog x)™ !
log x ’

L

/;6(1 5)(log( )) f(s)—ds

2 b
Proof. Since the left-hand side is 0 when m = 0, we assume m > 1 in the following proof. By Lemma 16,

we have

[ osts = ] <

5 1 c1/2-0
/ ((logo —im)"™ — (logo +im)") f(5 — o) do

0 7 o
T (log 1 my.1/24rg
+0< (log /r0]+77) X rod(x>
— E —ro
) m
1
< ﬁ(/ |(logo —in)" — (logo +im)"|x"°d +M)
X
log1 m—1
f( og log x) (5-6)
log x
This completes the proof of this lemma. (|

In the following, we prove the asymptotic formulas for the bias terms.

Proof of Lemma 13. Since Hg(s) = O(1), by (4-10), (4-12), and Lemma 17,

(log(s — 1))/ (Hg (s))f—ds

#(3.9)

k
_lﬁ E (loglog x)k_j_]
X
j=1

X
<k (loglog x)*2. (5-7)

log x

Similarly,
(log(s — 1))/ (Ag (s))f—ds
#(3.5)

X
<k (loglog x)*2. (5-8)

log x

In the following, we estimate Eg(x) in (4-10) and Eg (x)in (4-12). If x isnotreal, Eg(x) = ERr (x)=0.
If x is real, by (2-4), on 9(3, 8), we write

F(2s, x*) = —log(s — 1) + Ha(s). (5-9)
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On ¥(3, 8), |Ha(s)| = O(1). By (2-6), we have

|ER(x>|<<Z >

S(k)

/ Fm(s, x)F(ns, X)x?s ds|. (5-10)

m=0ne

For each 0 <m <k — 2, we write
F™ (s, \)F(ns, x) = F™(s, x)F™ (25, x>)Gu(s),

where m +2m’ <k, and G,(s) = O(1) on 3’6(%, 8). Thus, by (4-5), (5-9), and Lemma 17,

/ F'”(s,x)F(ns,X)x—Sa’s
a( s

X

< /%(1 5) (log(s — 3) + Hg(s))" (log(s — 3) — Hz(s))m,G,,(s));_s ds
<22 / (log(s — 1)) ™ TR (Hip ()1 (Ha(5))2 G () dis
J1=0 j2=0 %(%S) s
< Z Z (log log x)"+m' =i1=i-1
J1=0 jo= 0
X k—2
<Lk 10gx(log logx)" . (5-11)

In the last step, we used the conditions 0 <m <k —2 and m +2m’ <k.
Combining (5-10) and (5-11), we deduce that

X
|Er(x)| <x lgrx (loglog x)*~2. (5-12)

Similarly, if x is real, by (2-8), we write
F(s, x:2) = —log(s — 3) + Ha(s), (5-13)

where I:Iz(s) =0(1) on 3‘6(% 8). Using a similar argument as above, by (4-6), (5-13), and Lemma 17,

we have

~ x5 X
|Er(x)| < Z > f F™ (s, x)F(ns, x)— ds| <x V¥ (log log x)* 2. (5-14)
s log x
m=0nes,’
By (4-10), (4-14), (5-7), and (5-12), we get

(=D V/x(loglog x)“)

k
- 1
Ip(x) = T Tlog s Mog {k(loglogx)" 1+J§2( )(loglogX)k ]F (O)}+0k( Jog x
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Then, by (4-2),
k

k i—j 1 k—2
. )(log1 J log1 .
;(J)mg 0g 0" 5| < (oglog.0)
Hence,
Dk Jx x(log log x)*—2
Iy(x) = %iaoglogx)k—l 4 o (L2 oglog 077 (5-15)
2 log x log x
Similarly, by (4-12), (4-15), (5-8), and (5-14), we have
- k X x(log log x)*—?2
o) = —— V¥ loglogxyt1 4+ 0, (Y0812 (5-16)
2k=1logx log x
This completes the proof of Lemma 13. g

6. Average order of the error terms

In Section 6A and Section 6B, we examine the error terms from the Hankel contours around zeros and
give the proof of Lemma 14. In Section 6C, we examine the lower order sum and the error from the
truncation, and give the proof of Lemma 15.

6A. Error terms from the Hankel contours around zeros. In this section, we give the proof of Lemma 14.
The following lemma gives an average estimate for the integral over Hankel contours around zeros, which

is the key lemma for our proof.

Lemma 18. Let p be a zero of L(s, x). Assume the function g(s) < (log|y|)¢ on #(p, &) for some
constant ¢ > 0, and

H,(s) = Z log(s — p') + O(logly|) on #(p, ). (6-1)
O<ly’—yI<1

For any integers m, n > 0, denote

x5—F
ds.

E(x; p) = / (log(s — p))™ (H,(s))" g(s)
%(p,8)

N

Then, for T = T (x), we have

r

We will give the proof of Lemma 18 in next subsection. We use it in this section to prove Lemma 14 first.

2
y Y €7VE(:p)| dy=o(Y(og¥)" ),

Iy I<T(e”)

Proof of Lemma 14. By (4-20), we have
2 k 2
<) :

j=1

1S (x; ) = (6-2)

log x Z x'VE, j(x)
lyI<T

iy o/
log x Z X EMp(x)
lyI<T
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where
s—p

Ep (0) = f% - togts =) (Hy0)) X
0.

By Lemma 18,take m =k — j,n=j,and g(s) =1, (i.e., c =0),

Y 2
/ y Y €VE, ()] dy=o(Y(og¥)* ).
2

lyI<T(e”)

Thus,
Y
[ mie 0P dy =otr tog 12
2
By definition (4-9) and (4-21), we have

k—2
B2 < Y Y |logx 3w [ g
#(p,0)

m=0nes® ly|I<T

Y Y

m=0nes, j=0

2
log x Z xiyEm,j(xa X;n)
ly|<T

where

Ey j(x, x;n) = / (log(s — p)
%(p.5)

Since on #(p, §), we know F(ms, x) = 0((10g|y|)%(k_m)), by Lemma 18, we get

r

Hence, by (6-4), we deduce that

2
y Y €E, (e, xim)| dy=o(Y(log¥)™ ).
lVI<T(e”)

Y
/ 1Z2(e”; )17 dy = o(Y (log Y)*72).
2
Combining (6-3) and (6-5), we get the first formula in Lemma 14.
For & 1(x; x) and iz(x, Xx), by (4-22), using a similar argument with Lemma 18,

/ E16e: 0l a’y<<Z/

2
¢V E, ;)| dy=o(Y(log¥)*7?),

|V|<T(6")

where
x5~

E, j(x)= / (log(s — p))* 7 (H,(s))’
#H(p,0)

Similarly, by (4-23) and Lemma 18,

/ (e’ )P dy <<Z ) Z

=0nes® j=0

eVEn (€, x;n)

\V|<T(€‘

2
dy = o(Y (log Y)*72),

331

(6-3)

(6-4)

(6-5)

(6-6)

(6-7)
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where
~ .~ .~ x5—P
Enytxoim = [ (ogs = )" Iy (60 Flms, )"~ ds.
#(p.8) $
Combining (6-6) and (6-7), we get the second formula in Lemma 14. U

6B. Estimates for integral over Hankel contours around zeros. We need the following results to finish
the proof of Lemma 18.

Lemma 19 [Ford and Sneed 2010, Lemma 2.4]. Assume L(% X) #0. For A>0andreall > 0,

¥ log' (Iy1] +3) log' (1y2] +3) 1 (log(A +3))%+3
yillv2llyr — yal A+1

yil,ly21>=A
[yi—y21=1

Lemma 20. For any integers N, j > 1, and 0 < |§,,| < 1, we have

r

where Ay = ]_[,]:/:] 18,].

J 1 1 J
x %do K —{min(Nloglogx, log —) —i—Nn} ,
log x AN

N
> "log(o +i8,)
n=1

Proof. Let I denote the integral in the lemma. We consider two cases: Ay > (loé -

(1) If Ay > (1/logx)V, we have

1 7o 1 1 oo :
I < |log— + Nx /x_”do<<— log— +Nn | <« ——(Nloglogx+ Nm)/. (6-8)
Ay 0 log x AN log x

(2) If Ay < (1/logx)™, we write

(AN 1/log x ) N j
[ = (/ +/ +/ > Y log(o +i8,)| x °do =1, + L+ Is. (6-9)
0 (AN)UN 1/logx/ |\ —;
First, we estimate I,
1 i pamy 1 J
I < (log— +Nn / x%do < (AN)YN(log— +Nr | . (6-10)
Ay 0 AN

For 0 < t < 1, consider the function f(t) = t'/V (log% + Nn)J. Since the critical point of f(r) is
t =eNT=D > 1, by (6-10), we have

1 . 1 1 i
= (N loglogx + Nm)’ <<—(log—+Nn) . (6-11)
X log x

1
1
1< J <<logx>N> log An
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Next, we estimate /3. Using the change of variable o logx = ¢, we get

) J
1
I3 <</ (Nlog—+Nn) x %do
1/logx o

. 1
~ logx

NJ ] ; ) 8log x
= E <;>(loglogx+n)f_l/ (—logt)e " dt
log x P 1

dlogx )
/ (Nloglogx — Nlogt+ Nm) e " dt
1

< —Z(loglogx+n)]_l —dt
" logx 1
1=0
(N loglogx + Nm)/
log x

J

1 1 J

< —(log L Nn) . (6-12)
I ogx N

For I, similar to /3, using the change of variable o logx = ¢, we get

1/log x 1 J
I <</ (N]og——l—Nrr) x %do
( o

AN)I/N

1! ,
/ (Nloglogx — Nlogt+ Nm) e " dt
logx (AN)VN log x

NI < |
= Jj-l _ I —t 1
= foax Z( >(log10gx—|—7r) / (—logn)'e " dt (t—> ef)

(AN)/V log x

00 41

N/ t
<<J1 Z(loglogx+7r)] 1/ ;dt
0

(N log logx + Nm)/
log x

J

1 1 J
< log—+Nm ) . (6-13)
log x Ay

Combining (6-11), (6-12), (6-13), with (6-9), we get

(N loglog x + Nm)J 1 1 J
I <; ; log— + N . 6-14
< log x 71 °8 Ay AT ( )
By (6-8) and (6-14), we get the conclusion of this lemma. Il

In the following, we use the above lemmas to prove Lemma 18.
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Proof of Lemma 18. If m =0, E(x; p) = 0 and hence the integral is 0. In the following, we assume m > 1.
Let I', represent the circle in the Hankel contour #(p, §). Then,

s—p
E(x:p) = / (log(s — 0))" (H,(s))" g(s)— ds
H(p,8) S
1) —0
= / (logo —im)" —(logo +in)")(H,(3 —o +iy))"g(3 —0o —I—iy)]x—' do
o 5 —0+1y
s—p
+ | togs —p))m(Hp(s))"g(s)xs ds
=: Ep(x; p) + E(x; p). (6-15)

For the second integral in (6-15), since r, < }C by Lemma 11,

lo Crox"e 1 " "
Er(x: p)| < %(log—ﬂ) ( > log<,—)+0<10g|y|>>
54 rp —_, |V_V|_r,o
O<|y—y'I=1
lo Crox’e 1 " 1 "
< w(log — +n) (log|y )" <log(—) + 0(1)>
[y rp Tp
lo e log(1/r,) + )™t lo nte
<<( glyD"™ (og(1/rp) +-m) <<( glyD L (6-16)
[y 1/rp vyl x
Denote
D= Y x7E@ip)| < | xVEixip)| +| Y x7E(xip)| . (6-17)
ly|<T ly|I<T ly|<T
By (6-16), and T (x) < x2, we get
2 2
. 1 log|y )"+¢ 1
Y E i <« o= Y T 1 (6-18)
xee [y x=e
ly|<T lyI=T (x)

For the first sum in (6-17),

2
=( Y.+ > )xi(”‘_”z)Eh(x;m)Eh(x;ﬁz)=:El(x;g)+Ez(X;g)-

yi—y2|<1 [yi—y2|>1
ilblv2I<T Iyl =T

Z X"V Ep(x; p)

ly|I=T

By (6-15),

(logly )€ e [° . T
|Ej(x; p)| < %2/ llogo " |H, (% — o +iy)|"x™° do. (6-19)
j=1"°



Chebyshev's bias for products of k primes 335

Let
5 .
S;(x) :=/ llogo "~/ |Hy(3 —o +iy)|"x™" do
0

8 _ 3 8 2
< (/ |logo|2(’"—f)x_“do> (/ |Hp(% —0 +iy)|2nx_" do) . (6-20)
0 0

By (5-5) in the proof of Lemma 16,

8 . log1l 20m—j)
/ llog o207y g « 108108 1) . (6-21)
0 log x
By condition (6-1) and the Cauchy—Schwarz inequality,
2n
N2 .
[Hy(5—o+ir)[" < | Y loglo+i(y'—y)| +(logly)™.
O<[y'=yI=l
Then, by Lemma 20,
8 2n 2n
M 1
/ Hy (L — o +iy)["x do « Hr™) 10;( oglv )™ (6-22)
0

where M, (x) = min(N (y) loglogx, log1/Any()), N(y) is the number of zeros y’ in the range 0 <

|)// - )/| <1, and AN(y) = ]—[O<|y’—y|§1 |)// - V|~
Thus, by (6-21) and (6-22),

(loglog x)"—/

S.
() < logx

(M, (x))" + (logly)").

Substituting this into (6-19), we get

m

(log|y )¢ 2’: (log log x)™~

|En(x: p)| K (M (x))" + (logly ™)

Iy = log x

1 ¢ (log 1 m—1

Qoely | Qoe 0 I (41, (x))" + ogly 1. (6-23)
4 log x

Then, by Lemma 11, we have

ISi gl < Y log(lyD( max |Ex(x: p)))?
\V1=T ly'=yl<l
(loglog x)>"" (log|y )
< 3 5
log” x ” |yl
)2m+2n—2

(M, (x)™ + (log|y )*")

_ (loglog x

1). 6-24
oD (6-24)

Thus, for each positive integer /,
2l+1

J

’ 2m+2n—2
i(e'; 9)dy = "(T) (6-25)
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In the following, we examine X, (x; g). By (6-15),

Txig = Y. X PTE(x p)En(x; po). (6-26)
ly1—y2|>1
Vil Iy =T

1 [+1 .
Fore? <x<e? |, T = T (x) = Ty is a constant, and so we define

S S
. doid
Jaig= Y X / / Ry, (01 X) Rp,(02; ) nen (6-27)
rpl r,;z

i(y1—y2) — (o1 +02)

ly1—y2|>1
il ly2| <Ty
where 1
5—0+iy)x—°
Ry(0:x) = ((logo —im)" — (logo +im)")H! (1 o +iy)g(21 A
5—0+1y
Thus,
e21+] dx
Z xi(Vl—Vz)Eh(x; o) En(x; pr)— = J(ele; ) — J(ezl; 9). (6-28)
2! X
lyi—y21>1
il ly2| =Ty

2l+1

By (6-27), (6-19), and (6-23), and Lemma 19, for > <x <e

(logly: )° (loglya|)* ( (loglog x)"~"\?
IJ(x; @)l K Z ((My, (x))"+(ogly1 ") (M, (x))" +(log|y2])")
o S livellyn =l log x
 {loglog )7 (logy1 )"+ (log|ya )"
2 _
log® x W Iilly2llyi — yal
log log x 2m+2n—2
<<( glog 2 (6-29)
log” x
Hence, by (6-26), (6-28), and (6-29), we get, for any positive integer /,
i+l 2m+2n—2
/ a(e; g) dy=o(—l>. (6-30)
2! 2
Therefore, by (6-18), (6-25) and (6-30),
Y 2 2l+1
f y Y EVEEp)| dy Y 2 f (e’s @) dy (6-31)
2 1 yl=rien il 2
2[+l
<1+ 2% / (Z1(e”; ) + Ta(e”; @) dy (6-32)
!
<L+ 2
= o(Y (log Y)?m+2n=2), (6-33)

This completes the proof of Lemma 18. U
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6C. Lower order sum and error from the truncation. In this section, we examine the lower order sum
and the error from the truncation by a fixed large Ty, and give the proof of Lemma 15.

Proof of Lemma 15. For the lower order sum, by (4-24), we have

Y k Y
[ s ay « Y tog vy [
2 . 2
=2

For the inner integral, by Lemma 11 and Lemma 19, and the definition of 7 = T'(x),

2
dy.

ey

2

pi<ten 2 T

Y 2! el 1=y
e
[l mslo= 2 L (2 « T )gmam®
\<T<y>2 Y <loet -l i-nl= " V2
 loe2 Mlnl<Ty  Inllvnl<T,
logly| 1
« ¥ (XY <y
<o vl o Inllvellv =l
Thus,
k
/ 1517 02 dy < 3 ¥ (log ¥ = o(¥ (log ¥)*2).
Jj=2

Next, we examine S>(x, Tp; x). For fixed Tp, let X be the largest x such that T = T (x) < Tjy. Since
x < T(x) <2x2, log Xo =< log Ty. By Lemma 11 and Lemma 19,

Y ‘ log Xo 2 Y ey 2
flSz(e”,To;x)lzdyS/ o dy-l-/ > —| dy
2 2 it ¥ g Xol gy <1y =1 ey 2 T1Y
2 el =12y
«orns 5[ (T 4 T Imm®
e o q<iel 4 2 ; Iy—nl<l lyi—yal>1 iv)(z —iv2
° o<yl <Ty To<inl |yl <Ty
log|y| 1
< log® Ty + (2’ + I S—
logloglen,y l%; vz |Z|:>T Iyillyallyr = ral
e o e g yI1=To .1y
log? T log® T
< V=20 L logy 2220 L j0g5 T,
Ty
This completes the proof of this lemma. |

7. Asymptotic formulas for the logarithmic densities
In this section, we give the proof of Theorem 4.

Proof of Theorem 4. For large ¢, Fiorilli and Martin [2013] gave an asymptotic formula for dg, (¢; a, b).
Lamzouri [2013] also derived such an asymptotic formula using another method. Here, we want to derive
asymptotic formulas for éq, (¢; a, b) and é,, (q; a, b) for fixed g and large k.
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Let a be a quadratic nonresidue mod g and b be a quadratic residue mod ¢, and (a, g) = (b, q) = 1.
Letting Ay =1/ 2k=1 similar to formula (2.10) of [Fiorilli and Martin 2013], we have, under ERHg and L1,

( Dk /°° sin(Ae (N (q; a) — N(q; b))x
o —s0 X

da,(g;a,b) = Dyap(x)dx.

Noting that N(g,a) — N(q,b) = —A(q),

5o, (q: a,b) = s (x) dox. (7-1)

( k= 1/°° sin(AxA(q)x)
2 _ X

(o.¢]

For any € > 0,

o . 1/A¢ 1/2¢ 0\ o
/ Sm()"‘:(CI)x_) Dyap(x)dx = (/ +/ + / >Sm()%xﬂq)q;a,b(x) dx. (7-2)
oo 1/2¢

—00 —1/x;

By Proposition 2.17 in [Fiorilli and Martin 2013], |®y:4,5(t)| < e 00434¢@1 for + > 200. So for large
enough k,

/°° sin(ArA(g)x)

o
Dyoqp(x) dx K Ay / e OBV DT gy < g ], forany J>0.  (7-3)
1/% X

1/45
The integral over x < —1/A¢ is also bounded by K,{ .
By Lemma 2.22 in [Fiorilli and Martin 2013], for each nonnegative integer K and real number C > 1,

we have, uniformly for |z| < C,
snz_ fj(—l)!’ ek PE
S - AR '

Thus, the second integral in (7-2) is equal to

1% sin(Ar A(g)x)
XkA(Q)/]/)\k e AQ)x Dyap(x)dx
2j+1 (=D A(g)¥ !

.
B ¢ 2j+ D! / x Dyiap(x)dx + OL],K(A,I%KJ’_}_G)

—1/2¢

241 (=17 A(g)* ™!
2j+1)!

[
M~ I
>

/ XM @y p(x)dx + Oy k OFKT79). (7-4)
j=0 e

Combining (7-1), (7-3), and (7-4), we get the asymptotic formula (1-4) for ég, (¢; a, b). Similarly, or
by the results in Theorem 3, we have the asymptotic formula (1-5) for é,, (¢; a, b). O

8. The source of main terms and proof of Lemma 12

In this section, we give the proof of the main lemma we used for extracting out the bias terms and
oscillating terms from the integrals over Hankel contours.
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Let #(0, X) be the truncated Hankel contour surrounding O with radius r. Lau and Wu [2002] proved
the following lemma.

Lemma 21 [Lau and Wu 2002, Lemma 5]. For X > 1,z € Cand j € Z", we have

! w(logwye” dw = (—1y - () 4 ;. 0,
_— w)’e w =
2mi 90, X) & dz/ F( ) e

where

|Ej(X)| <

TR@I £ (Joot j
e ‘/ (log +n)dt

2 M@t

Proof of Lemma 12. We have the equality

1 1 a—s (a—s)?
Sk .
s a a? azs

With the above equality, we write the integral in the lemma as

1 1 — —5)?
— logk(s—a)<—+a 2s+(a 2s) )xsds =Lh+DL+1.
2mi %(a,8) a a ass
For I3, using Lemma 16, we get
(a—S)2
log (s —a) x*ds
% (a,)
’ k k) -2 x“ K@+ r’
< (logo—im)* — (logo+in)*)ox™° ———do +/ arr log +T) —————
/r ( ) a*(a—o) —n ( )I 1219 (a)— FI
x| (/ ) . (log L + )k
<<— |(logo —im)* — (logo +im)k|o*x ™% do + —L———
lal2|R(a) — (1/r)3
|x¢| (loglog x)*! 1
Slapm@—o\ " dogr? T xi
X log log x)¥—1
& |x“| (loglog x)™" 8-1)

|al?[%(a) —8]  (logx)?

We estimate /, similarly. By Lemma 16,

log"(s —a)—
H(a,s) a
a

(logo — in)* — (logo +im)M)ox "= do
a

x%ds

b3
+/ MO (log 1 4 1) 'y da
r a

k
|x a|</ X (log 1 +7)
< |(logo —in)* — (logo +in)¥loxdo + —L—L
la |2 g g (1/,.)2
|x?| ( (loglog x)*~! 1 |x?| (loglog x)k—!
k2 2 2= k2 2 (8-2)
la| (log x) xee lal*  (logx)
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For I;, using change of variable (s —a) logx = w, by Lemma 21, we get

1 1 x%e¥
= — (logw —loglog x)K dw
2mi logx %(0,8 log x)
1
= (—=1)*(loglog x) —/ e’ dw
 alogx 271 J3%(0,51og x)
k—1 =1 1
+ (D" k— (loglogx) e" logw dw
alog 2mi %(0,8 1og x)
. Kk
1 . .
+ al Z(k)—/ (—loglog x)*~7 (log w)/ e dw
alogx = 7270 J9e0,510g x)
(=D*xe k—1 k—j 1
== Lr(logl ( )1 1 j
aTogx | (oglog ) +,Zz (loglog. "™/ e
a k k )
+ ( )E i.0(81og x)(— loglog x)*~/ (8-3)
alogx -\
By Lemma 21,
1 [ (ogt Y o0 logt
Ejoblogn) <y [ BB gy oot | (08 1y 52,
27 Slogx e %Slogx et/
Hence, we get
x4 k k . @ k 52 . |x@=8/3]
51 —logl J log1 J . (84
alogx ;(1) E;o(8log x)(—loglog x)* /| <& aliog - Zx (loglog) ™/ < ———. (8-4)
Combining (8-1), (8-2), (8-3), and (8-4), we get the conclusion of Lemma 12. Il
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