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GLOBAL REGULARITY FOR A SLIGHTLY SUPERCRITICAL
HYPERDISSIPATIVE NAVIER-STOKES SYSTEM

DAVID BARBATO, FRANCESCO MORANDIN AND MARCO ROMITO

We prove global existence of smooth solutions for a slightly supercritical hyperdissipative Navier—Stokes
under the optimal condition on the correction to the dissipation. This proves a conjecture formulated
by Tao.

1. Introduction

Let d > 3 and consider the generalized Navier—Stokes system
ou/ot+ (u-V)u+Vp+ D%u =0,
V-u=0, (1-1)
f[O,Zn]d u(t,x)dx =0,

on [0, 277]¢ with periodic boundary conditions, where Dy is a Fourier multiplier with nonnegative
symbol m. The Navier—Stokes system is recovered when m (k) = |k|. If

|k|(d+2)/4
m(k) > c———, (12)
G(|k])
where G : [0, 00) — [0, c0) is a nondecreasing function such that
o
d
/ Siiael (1-3)
1 sG()?
and

Gx) . I . _ g
|x|@+2)/4 1s eventually nonincreasing, (1-4)

then in [Tao 2009] it is proved' that (1-1) has a global smooth solution for every smooth initial condition.
The result has been extended to the two-dimensional case in [Katz and Tapay 2012].

A heuristic argument developed in [Tao 2009] and based on the comparison between the speed of
propagation of a (possible) blow-up and the rate of dissipation suggests that regularity should still hold

/00 i — (1-5)
| G2 )
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under the weaker condition

IThe proof of that result is given in R4, but it can be easily extended to the periodic setting; see [Tao 2009, Remark 2.1].
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The main result of this paper, contained in the following theorem, is a complete proof of this conjecture.

Theorem 1.1. Let d > 2 and assume conditions (1-2), (1-4) and (1-5) hold for a nondecreasing function
G : [0, 00) — [0, 00). Then (1-1) has a global smooth solution for every smooth initial condition.

A simple version of this conjecture, when reformulated on a toy model, has been proved for the dyadic
model in [Barbato et al. 2014]. Actually, for that model one could prove regularity in the full supercritical
regime, with m (k) = |k|, as was done in [Barbato et al. 2011], but it was natural to develop there some
of the main ideas on which also this paper is based. In fact, here we prove that the equations for the
velocity can be reduced to a suitable dyadic-like model, but with infinitely many interactions. A more
sophisticated version of the arguments of [Barbato et al. 2014] ensures regularity of this dyadic model
and, in turn, of the solution of problem (1-1).

Our technique for proving Theorem 1.1 is flexible enough to include an additional critical parameter.
Consider the generalized Leray «-model,

ov/ot+w-VYv+Vp+Dv=0,

= Dou,

v U (1-6)

V.-v=0,

f[o,zn]d v(t,x)dx = f[O,Zr[]" u(t,x)dx =0,
where D and D, are Fourier multipliers with nonnegative symbols m and m,.
Theorem 1.2. Letd > 2 and o, 8 > 0, and assume

k| d+2
mi(k) > c , mak) > clkl?, a+p>—,
g(lk)) 2
where g : [0, 00) — [0, 00) is a nondecreasing function such that x — g(x) is eventually nonincreasing and
© ds
= 00. (1-7)
1 sg(s)

Then (1-6) has a global smooth solution for every smooth initial condition.

Under the assumptions of Theorem 1.1, if 8 =0, « = (d +2)/2, g(x) = G(x)2, ma(k) = 1, and
my (k) =m(k)?, then the assumptions of Theorem 1.2 are met. Therefore Theorem 1.1 follows immediately
from Theorem 1.2, and it is sufficient to prove only the second result.

Our results hold as well when the problems are considered in R?, since in our method large scales play
no significant role (see Remark 2.9).

The model (1-6) with g = 1 was introduced by Olson and Titi [2007]. They proposed the idea that
a weaker nonlinearity and a stronger viscous dissipation could work together to yield regularity. Their
statement uses the stronger hypothesis «+ 8/2 > (d +2)/2 though, and this result was later logarithmically
improved in [ Yamazaki 2012] with condition (1-3).

Our results are also relevant in view of the analysis in [Tao 2014, Remark 5.2], since they confirm that
the condition (1-7) is optimal when general nonlinear terms with the same scaling are considered.
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The proof of the above theorem is based on two crucial ideas. The first idea is that smoothness of
(1-6) can be reduced to the smoothness of a suitable shell model, obtained by averaging the energy of a
solution of (1-6) over dyadic shells in Fourier space. We believe that this reduction may be interesting
beyond the scope of this paper. The second idea is that the overall contribution of energy and dissipation
over large shells satisfies a recursive inequality. Under condition (1-7), dissipation significantly dumps
the flow of energy towards small scales and ensures smoothness. This is a more sophisticated version of
the result obtained in [Barbato et al. 2014], due to the larger number of interactions between shells.

The paper is organized as follows. In Section 2 we derive the shell approximation of a solution of
(1-6). The recursive formula is obtained in Section 3. In Section 4 we deduce exponential decays of shell
modes by the recursive formula. The Appendix contains a standard existence and uniqueness result for
the sake of completeness.

2. From the generalized Fourier Navier—Stokes to the dyadic equation

This section contains one of the crucial steps in our approach. We show that the proof of Theorem 1.2
can be reduced to a proof of the decay of solutions of a suitable shell model. For simplicity and without
loss of generality, from now on we assume that
|k|*
g(kD’

The shell approximation. The dynamics of our generalized version of the Navier—Stokes equation in

m (k) = ma(k) > |k|P.

Fourier decomposition are

|k |* . (v, k)
v,@z—g(|k|)vk—t Z P Pr(vi—n),
/’lEZd\{O} (2_1)
(v, k) =0,
V_g = U,

for k € 74\ {0}, where Pi(w) :=w — ((w, k)/|k|*)k and vo = 0. A solution is a family (v¢)sez4\(0) Where
each vy = vi(?) is a differentiable map from [0, co) to c4 satisfying (2-1) for all times.

As is common in Littlewood—Paley theory, let ® : [0, co) — [0, 1] be a smooth function such that ® =1
on [0, 1], ® =0o0n [2, 00), and P is strictly decreasing on [1, 2]. For x > 0, let ¥ (x) := ®(x) — ®(2x),
so that ¢ is a smooth bump function supported on (%, 2) satisfying

Zw(zx—n>=1—q>(2x)zl, x>1.

n=0

Notice that it is elementary to show that 4/ is Lipschitz continuous.
Let Ny denote the set of nonnegative integers. For all n € Ny, we introduce the radial maps
¥, RY — [0, 1] defined by ¥, (x) = ¥ (27"|x]). Notice that

Y Y =1, xez!\{o}

HENO
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In Littlewood—Paley theory, one typically defines ,, for all n € Z, introduces objects like

Pox):= Y ynkyvge ™,

kezd

and then proves thatu =) _, P,. Since these P, are not orthogonal? this does not give a nice decomposition

D IPal7 # Y ol = llull..

nez kezd

of energy, as

Thus, instead of P,(x), we introduce a sort of square-averaged Littlewood—Paley decomposition. Let

1

3
Xa(t) := ( 3 wn(knvk(r)F) . neNg, 120, (2-2)
kezd
Then clearly
SXE= el =l
neNy kezd

Remark 2.1. One major difference with respect to the usual Littlewood—Paley theory is that it is impossible
to recover v from these X, (as it was with the components P,(x)), since they are averaged both in the
physical space and over one shell of the frequency space.

We will denote by H? the Hilbert—Sobolev space of periodic functions with differentiation index y,
namely

HY = {v = Wkeze = 3 (L+ KR u? < oo}. (2-3)
Definition 2.2. If (2-2) holds, we say that X = (X,,(?))nen,.r>0 1S the shell approximation of v.

If ve HY and X is its shell approximation, then

Y 27X = Z(Z 22V”wn<k>)|vk|2 ~ I vl = vl (2-4)
n k n k

Hence, v(t) € C* if and only if sup, 27" X,, < oo for every y > 0. In view of Theorem A.1, Theorem 1.2
follows if we can prove:

Theorem 2.3. Under the assumptions of Theorem 1.2, let v(0) be smooth and periodic and let m > 2+-d /2.
If v is a solution of (1-6) in H™ on its maximal interval of existence [0, T,), X is its shell approximation and

2mn v 2
sup 27X < 00,
[0.7.) 2 !

then T, = oc.

2They are in fact almost orthogonal, in the sense that ( Py, Py, );2 = 0 whenever [m —n| > 2.
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The shell solution. We want to write a system of equations for the shell approximation of a solution of
(1-6). We give a more formal connection between (1-6) and its shell equation because we believe the
notion will turn out to be useful beyond the scopes of the present work.

Define the set I to be those (I, m, n) € NS for which the difference between the two largest integers
among /, m and n is at most 2.

We are now ready to introduce the shell model ODE for the energy of each shell (Equation (2-5)).

Definition 2.4 (shell solution). Let X = (X,),en, be a sequence of real-valued maps X, : [0, oo) — R.
We say that X is a shell solution if there are two families of real-valued maps x = (xn)nen, and

¢ = (P, m,n)) ¢,m,n)e1 such that

d
TXO ==X OXaO+ Y Pumm (X)X ()X (1) (2-5)

l,mENo
(I,m,n)el

for all n € Ny and ¢ > 0, where the sum above is understood as absolutely convergent, and yx, ¢ satisfy
the following:

(1) The family ¢ is antisymmetric, in the sense that

¢(l,m,n)(t) = _¢(l,n,m)(t)s (ls m, I’l) el,t>0.

(2) There exist two positive constants c¢; and ¢, for which

an

2@ and | §mm ()] < ca2 /2P minilmn) (2-6)

Xn () > 1
forall (I,m,n) el andt > 0.

Remark 2.5. We will prove below that the shell approximation of a solution of (1-6) is a shell solution.
It is easy to check that the dissipation term is local, as expected, due to the way the shell components of
a solution interact in the model’s dynamics. As for the nonlinear term, it turns out that the set / of the
triples of indices (/, m, n) for which there may be interaction between the shell components /, m and 7 is
quite small. This is basically because, in the Fourier space, three components may interact only if they
are the sides of a triangle, and by the triangle inequality their lengths cannot be in three shells far away
from each other.

Remark 2.6. To ensure that the sum in (2-5) is absolutely convergent, it is sufficient to assume that
the sequence (X, (f)),en, i square-summable (this will be a consequence of the energy inequality; see
Definition 3.1). Indeed, if n is not the smallest index, then the sum is extended to a finite number of
indices. Otherwise, ¢« ., is constant with respect to [, m.
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Remark 2.7. The antisymmetric property is what makes the nonlinearity of (2-5) formally conservative.
In fact, using antisymmetry, a change of variable (m’ = n and n’ = m) and the fact that (I, m’, n") € I if
and only if (I, n’, m’) € I, one could formally write

Z ¢(l,m,n)XleXn: Z ¢(1,n,m)XleXn: Z ¢(l,m’,n’)Xle’Xn/

[,m,neNy I,m,neNy 1,m’,n’eNy

(,m,n)el (,m,n)el (I,n';m"el
E ¢(l,m’,n’)Xle’Xn/«

1,m’,n’eNy

(I,m',n")el

If these sums are absolutely convergent, this would prove indeed that the expression itself is equal to zero.
Since these are infinite sums, these computations are not rigorous unless we know, for instance, that
don 2271X2 < oo with y > 1 ( sd+1— ,3), as can be verified by an elementary computation.

The shell model as a shell approximation. The bounds on the coefficients given in Definition 2.4 are in
the correct direction to prove regularity results (and hence Theorem 2.3). The following theorem, which
is the main result of this section, shows that they capture the natural scaling of the shell interactions for
the physical solutions.

Theorem 2.8. If v is a solution of (1-6) on [0, T'] and X is its shell approximation, then X is a shell
solution.

Remark 2.9. At this stage it is easy to realize that our main results hold also in R¢ with minimal changes.
Indeed when passing to the shell approximation, all large frequencies are considered together in the first
element of the shell model.

The proof of Theorem 2.8 can be found at the end of this section. It is based on Propositions 2.10-2.11
below, which give the actual definitions of x and ¢ and prove their properties.

Proposition 2.10. Let X be the shell approximation of a solution v. Define x,(t) forn € Ng and t > 0 by

S UL P if Xa() %0,

2( ) g(|k[)
= kez\{0} )
=1 27)
g(2n+1) len(t):O
Then N
Xn([)ZW, neNp, t >0.

Proof. Fix n € Ny and ¢t > 0. The map v, is supported on {x € 74 271 < |x| < 2™} and g is
nondecreasing, so

(n—Da (D

LA 25 _ x2
Z Y (k) (Ikl)l w@®P = Y vk (2n+1)|k(>| @ X

kezd\{ kez4\{0}

where we used (2—2). By (2-7) we get the result. O
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We finally turn our attention to the antisymmetry property and an upper bound for ¢ n)():

Proposition 2.11. Let X be the shell approximation of a solution v. Define ¢ m ) (t) for alll, m, n € Ny
andt > 0as

2 Im{(vy (¢), k) (Vk—p (1), v (1))}
mony (@) 1= )Y (k — h) Y, (k 2-8
Dtmn () = X Zdwz( YW (k = h) Y (k) L (2-8)
h.keZ
h#£0
(unless X1(t) X, (1) X (t) = 0, in which case ¢ m n)(t) :=0). Then:
() ¢@mmy()=0forall (I,m,n) ¢ I andallt > 0.
2) ¢ mny(t) = =@ nm () foralll,m,n € Ngand all t > 0.
(3) Forany B > 0 there exists a constant c3 > 0 depending only on d, B and W such that
bty (] < 22PN g ) € 1, 1= 0. (29)

For the proof we need a couple of lemmas:

Lemma 2.12. Suppose v = () ez is a complex field over 7% such that, for all k € 74, (k, v¢) = 0 and
U = v_k. Then, forall h € 79,

> Witk = (k) I (0, k) (s vi)) = — D Wi (K0 (k — B Im{ vy &) vr )
kezd kezd

Proof. Consider the left-hand side. By performing the change of variable k" = h — k, we obtain

Yk —h) = Yo (=K') = Y (k),
Yn(k) = Yu(h — k) = Y (k' = h),
(vn, k) = (vp, h — k') = —{vn, k'),
(Vk—n, Vi) = (Vi Va—rr) = (Vk', Vir—p) = (V= Vi)

The sum for k € Z¢ is equivalent to the sum for kX’ € Z¢, and this concludes the proof. |
Lemma 2.13. Let v be a solution and X its shell approximation. Then, for all a, b, c € Ng and all t > 0,
D WaWoa®] Y V)Pl — b [oe(®)] [oe-n ()] < 292X, (0) Xy (1) X (1),

hezd kezd
Proof. By the Cauchy—Schwarz inequality and formula (2-2), we have that, for all & € Z¢,
D VR ek — ) [oe (O [ve-n ()] < Xp(D)X (1),
kezd

Then, let S, denote the intersection of Z¢ and the support of ¥,. By inscribing S, in a cube, we can
bound its cardinality by |S,| < (2472 4 1)? <2@+3)d o

D Ya®lue@)] < (|Sa| > wj(k)v,%a))z < QUPIN2X, @),

kezd keS,
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where we used the fact that ¥, (k) < 1. Il

Proof of Proposition 2.11. Consider Equation (2-8), the definition of ¢ ,.»). By applying Lemma 2.12,
for fixed + we immediately conclude that

¢(l,n,m) = _¢(1,m,n)a l,m,ne NO,

and in particular that ¢ ) = 0.

Moreover, for all choices of /4 and k, the arguments of v, ¥, and ¥, are the sides of a triangle in R4,
so by the triangle inequality the size of the largest (without loss of generality k) is at most twice the size
of the second largest (without loss of generality /). On the other hand, for all j € Ny the support of v/; is
{x e R?:2/~! < |x| < 2/*!}. Thus, whenever v; (h)y, (k) # 0, necessarily n <[+ 2, since

1< k| <2]h] <2/

This proves that ¢ .,y = 0 outside the set I defined before Definition 2.4.
Finally, we prove inequality (2-9) for (I, m, n) € I with m < n. We will consider separately the two
cases n —m > 2 and n —m € {1, 2}, starting with the former.

Case 1. Since m <n—2 and (I, m,n) € I, we have m = min{l, m, n} and | — n| < 2. This means in

particular that typically |k — h| < |k| for all the nonzero terms of the sum in (2-8), so it is convenient to
substitute (vy, k) = (v, kK — h) in the equation to obtain the bound

|[vnl Ik — Al Tve—n] x|
|hl?

|Btmm| < ——— XleX > Y)Y (ke = R)ra (k)

hkez?
h#£0
By the definition of vy, either y;(h) =0 or || > 2/~! > 2™ Applying this and the change of variable
k" =k — h, one gets
17

2
bumnl = 35+ Z Y KK | o] D () (k' + h) g [vg -

K ezd hezd
In the same way, we can substitute |«'| <2”*! and apply Lemma 2.13 (recall that ¥ < 1, so ¢ < /1) to get

|¢(l m n)l < 21—/3m+m+1+d(m+3)/2.

Since in the present case min{l, m, n} = m, this proves inequality (2-9) with c3 = 22+3¢/2,

Case 2. Suppose now that n —m € {1,2} and ([, m,n) € I; then ! <n+2 and min{l, m,n} >1—4. In
this case it is / that can be small with respect to m and n, so we take the terms in / and & outside the
internal sum:

(h
|¢(lmn)| = X X X Z 1)71 |/f1) Z 1pm(k—h)l,ﬁn(k) Im{(vh,k)(vk_h, vk)} .

kezd
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The idea is to exploit the cancellations in the sum over k that happen when k — i and k are switched. By
Lemma 2.12 and the bound |k| < 2"*! for k in the support of ¥, or ¥,

Yi(h) 1
|¢(1mn)|_XX X Z WE

hezd\{0}

> (Wi Gk = By (k) — Y () Y Gk — h)) Im{ (v k) (0, Vi)

kezd

2"+1 Y1 (h) vl

> ST D W (ke = B) Y (k) = Y ()W (ke = h)| Vi | |0
" hezd\(0} kezd
We turn our attention to the term v, (k — h) vy, (k) — ¥, (k) ¥, (k — h) and show that it is small. Let
L denote the Lipschitz constant of the function wl/ 2. Then, for all h, k € Z¢ and all m, n € Ny such
that m >n —2,

IV W k= )W (k) = /Y (k) Y (k — )|
= |V Wm (k — W)Y (k) = /Y (k)Y (k) + /Y (k) Y1 (k) — /Y (k) Y1 (k — )|

<L' 'JWH' ) < ' s

Moreover, by symmetry with respect to m and n,

D (Vm k= ) () + /Y k) Yk — W) [or— | o] =2 /Y (k — )y (K) vk | v,

kezd kezd

so that
5

2°L
bumnl = T3+ Do TP onl Y W G = 1) () [vg—n [vil

" hezd\{0} kezd

By the usual bound 2/~! < |h| <2/*! and since B > 0, we see that |h|'~# < 2/(1=A+1+8 5o by Lemma 2.13,

|G@mmy| < 2220-PIHIHBQUADA2 < 9@/ 2H1=HU=H+9=3p+11d/2 ]
Since in the present case min{l, m, n} > [ — 4, this proves inequality (2-9) with c3 = 2°F114/2=38,
Finally we have all the ingredients to prove the main theorem of this section:

Proof of Theorem 2.8. A direct computation using (2-2) and (2-1) shows that

1 d
SarXn=Re D vnk)(v], vi)
kez4
k; ¥ (k) (|k|)|vk| +1m2d Z wnac) W (Pevii). )
eZ4\{0} keZ® heze\
el Im{<vh, k) (01, ve)
n(k n(k .
k; Vnb) s Tl + Zdwu T
€Z4\(0} h.kez

h£0
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To deal with the first sum, define x as in Proposition 2.10. By applying (2-7) for X, (t) # 0 and (2-2) for
X, (t) =0, we see that in both cases

ko >
2 n (k = xa (DX2(D).
kZ}/j Unlh)- sl = 2 (OX0
€Z4\{0}

Now consider the second sum. Since the terms with 4 = k give no contribution, we can apply

Yoy =) Ymk—hy=1, hkeZ’ 0#h#k,

leNy meNy
to get
I Jk —n, I N »
5 i I SRS g gy )
hokez! h.kezd 1.meNy
h#0 h£0

m{(vp, k) (Ve—n, vk)}
|h|? ’

= Y Y vtk — -

I,meNg p kezd
h#0

where it was possible to exchange the order of summation because the middle expression is clearly
absolutely convergent.

Now define ¢ as in Proposition 2.11. By applying (2-8) or (2-2), depending on X;(t) X, (t) X,,(¢) being
positive or zero, we see that, for all [, m, n € Ny and ¢ > 0,

Im{ (v, k) (Vk—n, vi)}
|n|P

2 Z Yi(h)Ym (k —h) W, (k) = tmmy (O X1 () X (1) X (1).

h,kez?
h=0

Putting it all together we get

LX) ==X+ Y $ummOX XX (1), 1€ Ny, 120,

l,mGNO

Finally, recalling by Proposition 2.11 that ¢ = 0 outside I, we may restrict the scope of the sum and obtain
(2-5). The required properties of the coefficients x and ¥ follow again from Propositions 2.10-2.11. [

3. From the dyadic equation to the recursive inequality

In view of the results of the previous section, we can now concentrate on shell solutions and forget (1-6).
In this section we proceed as in [Barbato et al. 2014] and deduce a recursive inequality between the tails
of energy and dissipation. Clearly here, due to the more complex nonlinear interaction, the relation is less
trivial than in [Barbato et al. 2014].

Definition 3.1. A shell solution X satisfies the energy inequality on [0, TTif ), X,ZZ(O) is finite and

> X,%(t)—i—/ot D ®Xa()ds < Y X3 (0), t€[0,T]. (3-1)

neNy neNy neNy
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Definition 3.2. Let X be a shell solution and define the sequences of real-valued maps (Fy)nen, and
(dn)neNo fort >0 by

1

Fa(0) =Y X2(@),  d() = (Fn(r)+2fo X () X2(s) ds)z.

k>n h>n
We will call (Fy,)nen, the tail of X and (d,),en, the energy bound of X.
The recursive inequality between the tails and the energy bound is given in the next result.

Proposition 3.3. Let X be a shell solution that satisfies the energy inequality on a time interval [0, t], let
(dn)nen, be its sequence of energy bounds, and set A = 2%.
Then there is a positive constant cq4 > 0, not depending on t, such that, for all n € N,

< 4 g("+h
i) < FO) ey o D S () —dpy (1), (3-2)
=0 m>n—2
where d; = maxgeqo,s] d(s).
Proof. Fix n € Ny. Differentiate ZZ;(I) X,% using (2-5):
d n—1 n—1
7 Z X, =- Z xn X, + Z St,mmy X1 Xm X
h=0 h=0 1,m,heNy
(,m,hyel
h<n-—1

Apply Lemma 3.4 below to the second sum and integrate on [0, ¢] to obtain

t n—1

n—1 n—1 t
ZXﬁ(l‘)—ZX;%(O)=—/ ZXhXidS—/ Z Gammy Xi Xm X ds
h=0 h=0 0 h=0 0

(I,m,h)el
m<n<h

so that, by the energy inequality (3-1),

RO+ [ Y n@xi0ds < B0+ [ 3 00 XX 61X ds

h>n O m,hyer
m<n<h

where the F,, are the tails of X and F},(0) < oo by hypothesis. Thus, by the definition of d,, (Definition 3.2),

d2(1) < F,(0) + f > B X1(5) X (5) X (5) ds.

0 mmyel
m<n<h

Recall that @ + 8 > %d + 1, hence the bound (2-6) for ¢ yields ¢ m,n) < coamin{l.m.h} - Therefore

EO=FEO+ [ 3 ™)X, (5)X,05)] ds.

0 mmyel
m<n<h
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It is convenient to split the set over which the sum is taken into the sets {{ < m} and {m <[}:

Yooamltmhxx, X < Y MIXXaXal+ D A IX X Xl

(I,m,h)el (I,m,h)el (I,m,h)el
m<n<h l<m<n<h m<n<h
m<I|
< >0 MXXuXal+ DD XXX
(I,m,h)el (I,m,h)el
l<m<n<h l<n<h
I<m
h+2
<2 Y XX X,,|<22)Jdlz D X Xal.
(I,m,h)el h>n m=h-2
I<n<h
I<m
Apply the Cauchy—Schwarz inequality to get
h+2 h+2
3D JRIANED 3 SRLASTITE S S
h>n m=h-2 h>n m=h-2 m>n—2

Then by the bound on y in (2-6), on all [0, 7],
B (2m+1)
D Xasal ) gTXmXi-
m>n—2 m>n—2

Finally the integral of x,, X ,zn can be bounded as follows, since F,,(t) is nonincreasing with respect to m:

da(t) —da, (1) = Fu(t) — Fpy1 (1) + /0 Xm ($) X2 (s)ds > fo Xm (8) X2 (s) ds.

Putting it all together we obtain

m+1
d3<t>5Fn(0>+1o_Z d ¥ g(2 )

m>n -2

S L di() —dp (1),

thus proving (3-2) with ¢4 = 10c¢y/cy. O
Lemma 3.4. Let X be a shell solution; then, for all n € Ny \ {0} and s € [0, t],

Z at.mmy X1 X Xp = — Z t.m. ) X1 Xim X (3-3)
(.m,hyel (.m,hyel
h<n-—1 m<n—1<h

Proof. By using (2-6) and noticing that min(l, m, h) < n — 1, we see that by the definition of shell
solutions (Definition 2.4) the left-hand side of (3-3) is an absolutely convergent sum. Therefore we can
exploit the cancellations due to the antisymmetry of ¢, as in Remark 2.7. Indeed

E OummXi XXy = E Oumm X1 Xm Xy + E Oummy X1 XmXp (3-4)
(I,m,h)el (I,m,h)el (I,m,h)el
h<n-—1 m<h<n-—1 h<n-—1
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and
Z OUmn)y X1 XmXn = — Z O nm)y X1 XmXp = — Z Oam ) X1 X X
(m,hyel (m.hyel o mel
h<n—1 h<n—1 m' <n—1
m>h m>h Wm'
=— Y btwinXiXwXn, (3-5)
m' \hel
m'<n—1
m'<h'
By substituting (3-5) into (3-4) the conclusion follows. O

4. Solving the recursion

In this section we complete the proof of our main result. In the previous section we have shown a
recursive inequality involving the energy bounds of a shell solution. The following theorem shows that
shell solutions are smooth. By Theorem 2.8, the shell approximation of a solution of (1-6) is a shell
solution; hence Theorem 2.3 holds, and in turn Theorem 1.2 holds as well.

Theorem 4.1. Let X be a shell solution satisfying the energy inequality on [0, t). If sup, 2""| X, (0)| < o0
for everym > 1, then

sup sup2™|X,(s)| <oo forevery m > 1.
sel0.1] n

Let b, = g(2”+] )_1, n > 0; then the assumptions of Theorem 1.2 for g, in terms of the sequence b, are
* (bp)nen, 1s nonincreasing,

e (A"by)nen, 1s nondecreasing, and

Y by=o00.

Let X be a shell solution as in the statement of Theorem 4.1, denote by (d,),en, and (F,),en, the energy
bound and the tail of X (see Definition 3.2), and set d, = supyo ;) dn (¢) for every n. Set

n—-1 3
dj dj(1)* —d;j41(1)?
Qn—zo o ad Ra=) ] ST
J= Jjzn :

where A = 2% as in the previous section. We recall that, by Proposition 3.3,

(1) < F(0) + €2 Qn Ry2(0). 41
We now collect some properties of the quantities R,,, Q,, d,, that will be crucial in the proof of Theorem 4.1.
Lemma4.2. (1) Foreveryl <m| <mjandt >0,

iR, (1), R s1(0), - Ry (1)) < — e I (O (4-2)
m m s DKy +1 y ooy Ky =5 Zmz bn -

n=m

(2) Foreveryt > 0, liminf, R, () = 0.
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3) c?n¢0asn—>oo.
4 90,—0asn— oo.

(5) (On)n>1 is eventually nonincreasing.

Proof. Since A"b,, is nondecreasing, we know that b, — A~'b,_; > 0. Hence, by exchanging the sums,

o0 o0 k o0

_ di(t)* — diy1 (1)* n e
D =2 b RO = 37 T Y (K = bat) = ) (0 — di (0°)
n=m k=m, n=mj k=m

<dp, (1)*.

If my > m, since (b,),>1 is nonincreasing,

my

Y (=27 by )Ry () = min{ Ry, (1), .., Ry (D} Y (by = 27" bp)

n=m; n=m;i
A—1[ &
> T<§m:1 bn> min{Ry, (1), . .., R, (1)}

The claim liminf, R,(¢) = O follows from (4-2), since d,(t) < d(¢) for every n, and since, by the
assumptions on (b,),>1, we can find a sequence (my)r>1 such that ZZZ;;;I b, 1 0.

To prove that d,, |, 0, we notice that the sequence (my);>1 mentioned above does not depend on ¢; hence,
using the monotonicity of (d,(¢)),>1 and formula (4-2), we can prove that liminf, d, = 0, and hence
d, | 0 by monotonicity. Once we know that d,, | 0, an easy and standard argument proves that Q,, — 0.

To prove that (Q,),>1 is eventually nonincreasing, we notice that, since (d,),>1 is nonincreasing,

1 1 - - 1
(Qn+1 — 0= X(Qn —On-1)+ X(dn —dy—1) < X(Qn —On-1).

In view of the above inequality, it is sufficient to show that for some m the difference Q,, — Q,,—1 is
nonpositive. This is true because otherwise the sequence (Q,),>1 would be nondecreasing, in contradiction
with @, — 0 and Q, > 0. O

Given 6 > 0 and ng > 1, define by recursion the sequence

n
Nk =2+min{n >ng—1: Z bj= 9)»_k/4}- (4-3)

j=nr—1

The definition of Q, and the fact that the sequence (d,),> is nonincreasing yield the following recursive
formula for Q,,:

1 G .
Onpyy = Wan + Z )\nk:rj =< XQ'”' +cdy, ., 4-4)

J=ni
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for a constant ¢ > 0 depending only on A. Moreover, if we choose ng large enough that (Q,),>0 is

nonincreasing,
(1) < dy (1) < Fy(0) +c4Qn Ru—2(t) < Fy (0) + 4Oy Ry (1)
foreach n € {ny + 1, ..., nx4+1}; hence, by formula (4-2) and the definition of the sequence (nj)x>1,
iy (1) < Fy(0) + 4 Qe min{Ry 1, ..., Ry —2)
dp—1(1)* Ak

ank(O)‘i‘Can Fnk(0)+c an ny— 1(t)

Yot b
and, in conclusion,

" Ak/4

d _Fnk(0)+C_an

Mt ne—1- (4-5)
Lemma 4.3 (initial step of the cascade). Given M > 0, there are no > 1 and 6 > 0 such that

O <A7%% and cfﬁk < A TMk
forall k > 0.

Proof. Without loss of generality we can choose M large (depending only on the value of A; see the end
of the proof). Choose n¢ large enough that (Q,),>,, is nonincreasing and

On—i <€, dn—i <€, i=0,1, and AM"F,(0)<e, n>no,
for a number € € (0, 1) suitably chosen below. We will prove by induction that
Qi <282 @d < aMED =01, k> 1. (4-6)

For the initial step of the induction (k = 1), we notice that, by (4-4) and (4-5),
1 -

inf—Qn0+Can§ +C6_)\‘1/27

A2 < F(0)+ - Qno - 1<e+96 <M,

if we choose € small enough, depending on the values of A, M and 6.

Assume now that (4-6) holds for some k > 1, and let us prove that the same holds for £ + 1. To this end
it is sufficient to give the estimate for Q,,,, and d,%k .- Again by (4-4), (4-5) and the induction hypothesis,
and since (ng)>o is increasing by definition,

1 _
Onisr = 5 Qe+ ey = AR o ep MK <~ D2

Ak/4
dr%k+1 = Fnk(0)+c Qud, ne—1 = G)L_Mk—l- 9)» KA ME=D < =MD
if M is large (depending on A), and € is small and 6 is large (depending only on M, 1). U

Before giving the last step of the proof of Theorem 4.1, we show a property of the sequence (nx)x>0.
The proof is the same as [Barbato et al. 2014, Lemma 11]; we give the details for completeness.
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Lemma 4.4. Given ng > 1 and 6 > 0, consider the sequence defined in (4-3). For infinitely many k,
ng4+1 = ng + 1. In particular, by, _; > 9)»*"/4f0r all such k.

Proof. Assume by contradiction that there is » such that ng| > ny + 2 for k > r. On the one hand

ng+1—3
S by <ot
j=nr—1
and summing up over k > r yields
ng+1—3
Z Z bj<oo = ank_2=oo.
k>r j=n;—1 k
On the other hand, b,, 2 < b, _3 < oA~ *k=D/4 and the series Zk by, —2 converges. O

Lemma 4.5 (cascade recursion). For every M > 0 there is ¢y > 0 such that
(;,% <eyA™" 0, <ceyr

Proof. There is no loss of generality if we assume M is large. Let ng, 6 be the values provided by
Lemma 4.3. By Lemma 4.3 and Lemma 4.4 there are infinitely many £ > 1 such that

bu—1 =00 Q< A7H2 dy <MK, (4-7)

Let ko be one such index, taken sufficiently large (the size of ko will be chosen at the end of the proof).
We will prove by induction that
72

—Mm /y —m —ko/4—m
I’lk0+m S C)" ) an0+m S C )" ’ bnko—l+1n Z 9)\' 0/ El (4_8)

for a suitable choice of the constants ¢ > 0, ¢’ > 0. We first notice that there is nothing to prove concerning
bnk0_1+m, since this is a straightforward consequence of the choice of ky and the monotonicity of (A"by,),>1.
The initial step m = 0 holds, since the inequalities in (4-7) hold for the index ky. For m =1,

72 72 -M
dnkoJrl < dnko <cA™,
1

1 7 —ko/2 5 —Mko/2y _ €
an0+l = Xano + ank() =< ()" o/ +)\- o/ ) < X,

> =

if c = A"Mko=D gnd ¢/ > p~*0/2 4 ) —Mko/2,

Assume that (4-8) holds for 1, ..., m, for some m > 1. By definition,
Ny +m j m
- 1 J —ko/2— 1 - 1 —(M/2-1)j
an0+m+1=an0)L (m+)+ Z WT]_]S)\‘ o/ (m+)+\/z)\’ (m+)2)\‘ (M/ )J
J=nk, j=0
S <)\’—k0/2 + h«/E))\’—(m-‘rl)

< C/)L—(m-i-l)

if ¢/ = A7%0/2 4 A (x — 1)1 /c (the previous constraint on ¢’ is satisfied by this choice).
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By (4-1) and (4-2) we have that, for every n > 2,
d>_,
di1 (07 = Fi1(0) + €4 Ot Ryt (1) < Fu1 (0) + €4 Qo 7=

n—1

hence, using the inequality for Qy, +m+1 already proved and the induction hypothesis,

dz

- ngy+m—1

dnk0+m+l = Fnk0+m+l(0) +cy an0+m+1 b
nko-‘rm—l

c
< A Mim+D) (AM("k0+m+l)FnkO+m+1(0) + gc/AZMJrkO/“)

< C2—M(m+1)’

where the last inequality follows if kg is large enough since A" F,,(0) — O by assumption, and by our
choice of ¢, ¢’ we have that Ak0/4¢’ — 0 as kg — 0. O

Appendix A: Local existence and uniqueness

Consider the generalized system (1-6), under the same assumptions of Theorem 1.2. Assume® for
simplicity that m (k) = |k|*/g(]k|). Denote by V,, the subspace of H" (see (2-3)) of divergence-free
vector fields with mean zero. Our main theorem on local existence and uniqueness for (1-6) is as follows:

Theorem A.1. Letm > 2+ %d and vy € V,,. Then there are T > 0 and a unique solution v of (1-6) on
[0, T'] with initial condition vy such that

T
v e L=([0, T1; V) NLip([0, T1; Viu_o) N C([0, TT; V7o), / ID?v]2 dt <00,  (A-1)
0

where VVeak

is the space V,, with the weak topology. Moreover, v is right-continuous with values in V,,
for the strong topology.

If T, is the maximal time of existence of the solution starting from vy, then either T, = 00 or

lim sup ||v(¢) ||, = oo.
(1T,

The proof of the theorem is based on a proof of existence of a local unique solution for the Euler
equation taken from [Majda and Bertozzi 2002, Section 3.2]. The idea is that we cannot use the D,
operator as a replacement for the Laplacian, since in general D; may not have smoothing properties
(indeed, it is easy to adapt the counterexample in [Barbato et al. 2014, Remark 15] to D; on R¢ or on the
d-dimensional torus). Likewise we do not use any smoothing properties of D5, so that our proof includes
the case B = 0. The result is by no means optimal, but fits the needs of our paper.

3Existence and uniqueness can be proved also in the general case mj (k) > |k|* g(lkl)_l. A simple assumption that keeps our
proof almost unchanged is a control from above, say m (k) < |k|/3 for some 8 > «.
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We work on the torus [0, 277]¢, although the proof, essentially unchanged, works in RY. Denote by H
the projection of L2([0, 277]¢) onto divergence-free vector fields, and, for every s > 0, denote by V; the pro-
jection of the Sobolev space H* ([0, 27r]1¢) onto divergence-free vector fields. We will denote by || - || z and
(-, -) g the norm and the scalar productin H, and by || - ||s and ( -, - )5 the norm and the scalar product in V.

We denote by B (v1, v2) the (Leray) projection of the nonlinearity, namely

B(vi, v2) = Mieray[(D; 11 - V)]

Since B >0, | D, Ylls < llvlls for every s € R. Hence (see for instance [Kato 1972] or [Constantin and
Foiag 1988]), for every m > 1+ [d /2], there exists ¢, > 0 such that

B, v2)llm < cmllvillmllvallm+1,
B 2
(B(1, v2), v2)m < Cmllvillmllv2ll;,-

In the rest of the section we briefly outline the proof of Theorem A.1, following [Majda and Bertozzi
2002, Section 3.2]. The proof of the following result is a slight modification of the arguments to prove
[Majda and Bertozzi 2002, Theorem 3.4].

Proposition A.2. Given an integer m > 2+d /2, there exists a number c, > 0 such that for every vo € V,,,,
if T < ci/llvollm, there is a unique solution of (1-6) with initial condition vy. Moreover, ve — v in
C([0, T]; Vi) form' <m and in C ([0, T]; anjeak), the inequalities in (A-1) hold for v, and for any € > 0,

l[vollm
sup [|ve

Iy < ————. (A-2)
o071 T 1=cTvollm

Unfortunately, at this stage, we cannot prove the analog of [Majda and Bertozzi 2002, Theorem 3.5]
for our v, namely that v is continuous in time for the strong topology of V,,,. The reason is that their proof
uses either the reversibility of the Euler equation (which we do not have due to the presence of D)), or
the smoothing of the Laplace operator, which we do not have here either (as already mentioned). On the
other hand, we can prove right-continuity:

Lemma A.3. The solution v from Proposition A.2 is right-continuous with values in V,, for the strong
topology, and dv/dt is right-continuous with values in V,,_.

Proof. Given ¢ € [0, T], the same computations leading to (A-2) yield

cut||voll;
sup [0()llm < vollm + ———2—;
[0,] I —ctllvollm
therefore limsup, o [|v(#)[lm < [[vollm. On the other hand, by weak continuity, [|vol|,» <liminf; o [|v(?) [l
and v is right-continuous at 0. Uniqueness for (1-6) and the same argument applied to ¢ € (0, T] yield
right-continuity in ¢. U

Nevertheless, we can still define a maximal solution and a maximal time of existence. Given vy € V,,,,
let T, be the maximal time of existence of the solution starting from vy, that is the supremum over all
T > 0 such that there exists a solution v of (1-6) on [0, T'] with v(0) = ug, v right-continuous with values
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in V,,, continuous with values in V,,Vlveak and with dv/dt right-continuous with values in V,,_,. Due to
uniqueness, any two such solutions coincide on the common interval of definition.

Proposition A.4. Given vy € V,,, if T, is the maximal time of existence of the solution starting from vy,
then either T, = 0o or
lim sup ||v(¢#)||,, = oo.
1T,
Proof. Assume by contradiction that 7, < oo and that M :=sup, _7. [|[v(#) |, <o0. Let To =T, —c,/(4M),
and start a solution with initial condition v(7p) at time Ty. By Proposition A.2 there is a solution of (1-6)
on a time span of length at least ¢,/ (2||v(Tp) |l,n) = ¢/ (2M), hence at least up to time Ty +c,/(2M) > T,.
By uniqueness, this solution is equal to v up to time 7. O
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