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EXISTENCE THEOREMS OF THE FRACTIONAL YAMABE PROBLEM

SEUNGHYEOK KIM, MONICA MUSSO AND JUNCHENG WEI

Let X be an asymptotically hyperbolic manifold and M its conformal infinity. This paper is devoted
to deducing several existence results of the fractional Yamabe problem on M under various geometric
assumptions on X and M. Firstly, we handle when the boundary M has a point at which the mean curvature
is negative. Secondly, we re-encounter the case when M has zero mean curvature and satisfies one of
the following conditions: nonumbilic, umbilic and a component of the covariant derivative of the Ricci
tensor on X is negative, or umbilic and nonlocally conformally flat. As a result, we replace the geometric
restrictions given by Gonzdlez and Qing (2013) and Gonzélez and Wang (2017) with simpler ones. Also,
inspired by Marques (2007) and Almaraz (2010), we study lower-dimensional manifolds. Finally, the
situation when X is Poincaré—Finstein and M is either locally conformally flat or 2-dimensional is
covered under a certain condition on a Green’s function of the fractional conformal Laplacian.

1. Introduction and the main results

Given n € N, let X"*! be an (n+1)-dimensional smooth manifold with smooth boundary M"™. A
function p in X is called a defining function of the boundary M in X if p>0in X and p =0, dp # 0
on M. A metric g7 in X is conformally compact if there exists a boundary-defining function p such that
the conformal metric g := p?g™ extends to M and the closure (X, &) of X is compact. This induces the
conformal class [hA] of the metric / := Z|am, which is referred to as the conformal infinity of (X, g7). A
manifold (X, g%) is called asymptotically hyperbolic if g is conformally compact and |dp|z — 1 as p— 0.
Alsoif (X, g*) is conformally compact and Einstein, then it is said to be Poincaré-Einstein or conformally
compact Einstein. All Poincaré—Einstein manifolds can be shown to be asymptotically hyperbolic.
Suppose an asymptotically hyperbolic manifold (X, g%) with the conformal infinity (M", [ﬁ]) is
given. Also, for any y € (0, 1), let P}%’ = PY[g™, ﬁ] be the fractional conformal Laplacian whose
principle symbol is equal to that of (—A;)?; see [Mazzeo and Melrose 1987; Joshi and S4 Barreto 2000;
Graham and Zworski 2003; Chang and Gonzélez 2011; Gonzalez and Qing 2013] for its precise definition.
In this article, we are interested in finding a conformal metric h on M with constant fractional scalar
curvature Q¥ := P fi/ (1). This problem is called the fractional Yamabe problem or the y-Yamabe problem,
and it was introduced and investigated by Gonzdlez and Qing [2013] and Gonzdlez and Wang [2017]. By
imposing some restrictions on the dimension and geometric behavior of the manifold, the authors obtained
existence results when M is nonumbilic or M is umbilic but not locally conformally flat. Here we relieve
the hypotheses made in [Gonzdlez and Qing 2013; Gonzélez and Wang 2017] and examine when the
bubble (see (1-13) below for its precise definition) cannot be used as an appropriate test function.
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As its name alludes, the fractional conformal Laplacian P}{ has the conformal covariance property: it
holds that
y —a42y oy
P;; (u) =w 2 Pﬁ (wu) (1-1)

for a conformal change of the metric ﬁw = w*/ =2V} Hence the fractional Yamabe problem can be
formulated as looking for a positive solution of the nonlocal equation
n+2
Pyu —cur2 onM (1-2)
for some ¢ € R provided n > 2y. On the other hand, if (X, g™") is Poincaré—Einstein, then PIZ and
QZ withy =1 premsely match with the classical conformal Laplacian Lj, and a constant multiple of the
scalar curvature R [h] on (M, h)

=2 Rl and 0l = =2 i (1-3)

4(n 1) 4n—1)
If y = 2, they coincide with the Paneitz operator [2008] and Branson’s Q-curvature [1985] (see [Graham

1 _ 7., . _
P;; =L;:=

and Zworski 2003, Proposition 4.3] for its proof). Hence, in this case, the 1- and 2-Yamabe problems are
reduced to the classical Yamabe problem and the Q-curvature problem, respectively.

Thanks to the efforts of various mathematicians, a complete solution of the Yamabe problem is known.
After Yamabe [1960] raised the problem and suggested an outline of the proof, Trudinger [1968] first
obtained a least energy solution to (1-2) under the setting that the scalar curvature of (M, fz) is nonpositive.
Successively, Aubin [1976] examined the case when n > 6 and M is nonlocally conformally flat, and
Schoen [1984] gave an affirmative answer when n = 3, 4,5 or M is locally conformally flat by using the
positive mass theorem [Schoen and Yau 1979a; 1979b; 1988]. Lee and Parker [1987] provided a new
proof which unified the local proof of Aubin and the global proof of Schoen, introducing the notion of
the conformal normal coordinates.

There also have been lots of results on the Q-curvature problem (y = 2) for 4-dimensional manifolds
(M*, [ﬁ]). By the Chern—Gauss—Bonnet formula, the fotal Q-curvature

kp :=/ devﬁ,

where d v}, is the volume form of (M, h) is a conformal invariant. Gursky [1999] proved that if a manifold
M* has the positive Yamabe constant Al (M, [h]) > 0, see (1-10), and satisfies kp > 0, then its Paneitz
operator P};2 has the properties

ker Pﬁ2 =R and Pil2 > 0. (1-4)

Also Chang and Yang [1995] proved that any compact 4-manifold such that (1-4) and kp < 872 hold has
a solution to
Pﬁzu + 2Q2u =2ce*™ on M, ¢ €R,

where O 2 is the Q-curvature. This result was generalized by Djadli and Malchiodi [2008] where only
ker P}% =R and kp # 8mm? for all m € N are demanded. For other dimensions than 4, Gursky and
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Malchiodi [2015] recently discovered the strong maximum principle of P}% for manifolds M" (n > 5)
with nonnegative scalar curvature and semipositive Q-curvature. Motivated by this result, Hang and Yang
developed the existence theory of (1-2) for a general class of manifolds M”, including ones such that
AY(M, [};]) > 0 and there exists /' € [ﬁ] with Qz/ > 0, provided n > 5 [Hang and Yang 2015; 2016b]
or n = 3 [Hang and Yang 2004; 2015; 2016a]. In [Hang and Yang 2016b], the positive mass theorem for
the Paneitz operator [Humbert and Raulot 2009; Gursky and Malchiodi 2015] was used to construct a test
function. We also point out that a solution to (1-2) was obtained in [Qing and Raske 2006] for a locally
conformally flat manifold (n > 5) with positive Yamabe constant and Poincaré exponent less than (n—4)/2.

In addition, when y = % the fractional Yamabe problem has a deep relationship with the boundary
Yamabe problem proposed by Cherrier [1984] and Escobar [1992a], which can be regarded as a general-
ization of the Riemann mapping theorem: It asks if a compact manifold X with boundary is conformally
equivalent to one of zero scalar curvature whose boundary M has constant mean curvature. It was solved
by the series of works by Escobar [1992a; 1996], Marques [2005; 2007] and Almaraz [2010] who used a
minimization argument. See also [Chen 2009; Mayer and Ndiaye 2015a], in which different approaches are
pursued. It is worthwhile to mention that there is another type of boundary Yamabe problem also suggested
by Escobar [1992b]: find a conformal metric such that the scalar curvature of X is constant and the
boundary M is minimal. It was further studied by Brendle and Chen [2014] and Mayer and Ndiaye [2015b].

Chang and Gonzdlez [2011] observed that the fractional conformal Laplacian, defined through scattering
theory (see, e.g., [Mazzeo and Melrose 1987; Joshi and S Barreto 2000; Graham and Zworski 2003]),
can be described in terms of Dirichlet-Neumann operators; see also [Case and Chang 2016]. Specifically,
(1-2) has an equivalent extension problem, which is degenerate elliptic but local.

Theorem A. Suppose thatn > 2y, y € (0, 1), and (X, g%) is an asymptotically hyperbolic manifold with
conformal infinity (M, [ﬁ]) Assume also that p is a defining function associated to M such that |dp|z =1
near M (such p is called geodesic), and g = p*>g ™ is a metric of the compact manifold X. In addition, we
let the mean curvature H on (M, l;) C(X,8)beOifye (%, 1), and set

E(p)=p ' (=Dgt —s(n—5))p""" inX, (1-5)

where s :==n/2 + y. It can be shown that (1-5) is reduced to

n—2y
4n

E(p) = [R[g]— (n(n+ 1)+ R[g Dp™]p' ™"  near M, (1-6)

where R[g] and R[gT] are the scalar curvature of (X, g) and (X, gT), respectively.

(1) If a positive function U satisfies

—divg (p!7'VU) + E(p)U =0 in (X, g), (1-7)
U=u on M
and
n+2y
U n—2 1 1
%U=—w(mnf”“_):cﬂﬁi fory e @D}y
p—>0+ dp cun=2v —(%(n—l))Hu fory = {%}
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on M, then u solves (1-2). Here ky, > 0 is the constant whose explicit value is given in (1-23) below and v
stands for the outward unit normal vector with respect to the boundary M.

(2) Assume further that the first L*-eigenvalue Ay(—A ¢+) of the Laplace-Beltrami operator —A g+
satisfies

AM(=Ag+) > fn>—y2 (1-9)
Then there is a special defining function p* such that E(p*) = 0 in X and p*(p) = p (1 + 0(p??))

near M. Furthermore the function U:= (p/ p*)=2Y)/2U solves a degenerate elliptic equation of pure
divergent form

—divg«((p*)'72VU) =0 in (X,g%),

~ 104 n
BZU:—KV( hm (p )= 2”8 *)—P};u—Qyu—cu"Jr;;—Qyu on M,

where g* 1= (p*)?g™ and Q}; is the fractional scalar curvature.
Notice that in order to seek a solution of (1-2), it is natural to introduce the y-Yamabe functional

P udv;
IV [u] = Sy by dv foru € HY (M) \ {0}, (1-10)

n—2y

(el =57 dvg) 7

where HY (M) denotes the standard fractional Sobolev space, and its infimum AY (M, [fz]), called the
y-Yamabe constant. By the previous theorem and the energy inequality due to Case [2017, Theorem 1.1],

it follows under the assumption (1-9) that if one defines the functionals

)/fX(pl 2)/|VU|2+E(p)U2)dUg _ U]: Kny(p*)1—21’|VU|§dvg+fM QhZUzdvfl

I_g W]= n=2y h on n=2y
(fM|U|" 5 dvj) (S [U17=27 dvg) "

(I-11)
for each element U of the weighted Sobolev space WL2(X, p1=27) such that U # 0 on M (in view of
(1-8), a suitable modification is necessary if y = ) and values

AY(X.[h]) = inf{I[U]: U e Wh2(X, p'72Y),U #0on M},
AY(X,[h]) = inf{iﬁy[U] U eWh2(X,p' %), U #00on M},
then

AY (M, [h]) = AY (X, [h]) = AY (X, [A]) > —o0.

Besides it was shown in [Gonzilez and Qing 2013] that the sign of ¢ in (1-2) is the same as that of
AY (M, [h]), as in the local case y = 1.
On the other hand, the Sobolev trace inequality

n—2y

m 00
([ U(%, 0)| =% dx) gsn,y/ f a1 VU, xn)? d % dxns1 (1-12)
R7 0 R7
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is true for all functions U which belong to the homogeneous weighted Sobolev space D12 ([R{'_’irJr ! xnljrzly).
In addition, the equality is attained by U = cW, 5 forany c € R, A >0and 0 € R" = B[RR’_’,_Jr ! where
W) o are the bubbles defined as
2y

Wao o) = puy [ ()5
R (Ix—yl +Xn_|_1) 2

X

1 B2y
=gn,y/ — W o (V) dy (1-13)
R (|X—)’|2'|‘x;%+1)T ’
with ey
A 2
Wy ,o(X) =0,y (m) = W) o(x,0). (1-14)

The values of the positive numbers py ,, gn,y and @), can be found in (1-23). Particularly, it holds that

—div(x, 1 VWi ) =0 in [R’rrl,
2y (1-15)
) =(=A)wp o =w, " onR"

1-2y 8WA,0

L p—— lim x
vWAo 4 Xp 10+ n+1 Ixnt1

(In light of the equation that W} ; solves, we say that W, ; is y-harmonic. Refer to [Caffarelli and
Silvestre 2007]. For future use, let Wy = W} ¢ and wy = wy o.) Moreover, if S, > 0 denotes the best
constant one can achieve in (1-12) and (§", [g¢]) is the standard unit n-dimensional sphere, then

2y
2n n
AY(S™ [ge]) = Sy L iy = (/R wy > dx) . (1-16)

Related to this fact, we have the following compactness result.

Proposition B. Letn > 2y, y € (0, 1) and (X" *1, g7) be an asymptotically hyperbolic manifold with
the conformal infinity (M", [h]). Also, assume that (1-9) is true. Then

—00 < A (M, [h]) < AY(S", [gc]), (1-17)

and the fractional Yamabe problem (1-7)—(1-8) has a positive solution if the strict inequality holds.
Refer to [Gonzdlez and Qing 2013, Sections 5 and 6] for its proof. Moreover since (1-17) automatically
holds if the y-Yamabe constant AY (M, [h]) is negative or 0, we assume that AY (M, [h]) > 0 from now on.
The purpose of this paper is to construct a proper nonzero test function ® € W1-2(X, p!=27) such that
0<1I }’l’ [®] < AY(S", [gc]) when y € (0,1), (X" g¥) is an asymptotically hyperbolic manifold, (1-9)

holds and

e M™ has a point where the mean curvature H is negative,n > 2 and y € (0, %), or

e M" is the nonumbilic boundary of X nt+l p >4 and assumption (1-18) holds; or

e M" is the umbilic boundary of X"*1, the covariant derivative Rpp;,[g] of the Ricci tensor R,,[g]
on (X, g) is negative at a certain point of M, n > 3 4 2y and hypothesis (1-18) holds (where p is
the geodesic defining function associated to (M, h) and g§ = p?g™); or
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e M" is the umbilic but nonlocally conformally flat boundary of X”*1 n > 4 4 2y and condition
(1-19) is satisfied; or

o X"*1 is Poincaré-Einstein, either M" is n > 3 and locally conformally flat or n = 2, the expansion
(1-21) of the Green’s function G (-, y) holds in a neighborhood of an arbitrarily chosen point y € M
and the constant-order term A of G(-, y) is positive.

Once it is achieved, Proposition B will imply the existence of a positive solution to (1-2) automatically.
The natural candidate for a positive test function is certainly the standard bubble, possibly truncated.
Indeed, this is a good choice for the first and third cases mentioned above. Nevertheless, to cover lower-
dimensional manifolds or locally conformally flat boundaries, it is necessary to find more accurate test
functions than the truncated bubbles; cf. [Gonzélez and Qing 2013; Gonzédlez and Wang 2017]. To take into
account the second and fourth situations, we shall add a correction term on the bubble by adapting the idea
of Marques [2007] and Almaraz [2010]. For the fifth case, we will construct an appropriate test function
by utilizing the Green’s function G (-, y). In the local situation y = 1, such an approach was successfully
applied by Schoen [1984]. His idea was later extended by Escobar [1992a] in the work on the boundary
Yamabe problem, which has close relationship to the fractional Yamabe problem with y = %, as discussed.

Let 7 be the second fundamental form of (M, ﬁ) C (X, g). The boundary M is called umbilic if the
tensor 7' := w — H g vanishes on M. Also M is nonumbilic if it possesses a point at which 7" 7 0. Our
first main result reads as follows:

Theorem 1.1. Suppose that (X", g%) is an asymptotically hyperbolic manifold, (M, [fz]) is its con-
formal infinity and (1-9) holds. Assume also that p is a geodesic defining function of (M, h) and
g =p%gt =dp? ® h, near M = {p = 0}. If either

en>2 ye (O, %) and M" has a point at which the mean curvature H is negative; or

e n>4,ye(0,1), M" is the nonumbilic boundary of X"+ and
Rlgt1+n(mn+1)=0(0*) asp— 0uniformly on M, (1-18)
then the y-Yamabe problem is solvable —namely, (1-2) has a positive solution.

Remark 1.2. (1) As pointed out in [Gonzdlez and Qing 2013], we are only permitted to change the
metric on the conformal infinity M. Once the boundary metric h is fixed, the geodesic boundary-defining
function p and a compact metric g on X are automatically determined by the relations |dp|,2,+ = 1 and
g = p?g™. This is a huge difference between the fractional Yamabe problem (especially, with y = %)
and the boundary Yamabe problem, in that one has a freedom of conformal change of the metric in the
whole manifold X when he/she is concerned with the boundary Yamabe problem.

Due to this reason, while it is possible to make the “extrinsic” metric H vanish at a point by a conformal
change in the boundary Yamabe problem, one cannot do the same thing in the setting of the fractional
Yamabe problem. This forced us to separate the cases in the statement of Theorem 1.1.
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(2) As a particular consequence of the previous discussion, the Ricci tensor R,,[g](y) of (X, g) evaluated

at a point y on M is governed by h and (1-18) (see Lemma 2.4). In the boundary Yamabe problem,

Escobar [1992a] could choose a metric in X such that R;; [l;](y) = 0 and R/p[g](y) = 0 simultaneously.
Moreover, by putting (1-6) and (1-18) together, we get

n

=2y . 1— _
E(p) = — R[g]p'™* +0(p'™*") near M.

Hence, on account of the energy expansion, (1-18) is the very condition that makes the boundary Yamabe

problem and the %—Yamabe problem identical modulo the remainder. Refer to Subsections 2C and 2D.

(3) The sign of the mean curvature at a fixed point on M and (1-18) are “intrinsic” curvature conditions
of an asymptotically hyperbolic manifold in the sense that these properties are independent of the choice
of a representative of the class [h]. Refer to Lemma 2.1 below for its proof. Also Lemma 2.3 claims that
(1-18) implies H =0 on M.

(4) Note also that 242y e Nand y € (0, 1) if and only if y = % and the boundary Yamabe problem on

nonumbilic manifolds in dimension n = 2 4 2y = 3 was covered in [Marques 2007]. We expect that the
strategy suggested in that paper can be applied for %—Yamabe problem in the same setting.

We next consider the case when the boundary M is umbilic but either R,):,[g] < 0 at some point
on M or it is nonlocally conformally flat.

Theorem 1.3. Suppose that (X", g7) is an asymptotic hyperbolic manifold such that (1-9) holds and
the boundary (M", [h]) is umbilic. If either

en>342y, ye(0,1), that is, eithern > 5and y € (0,1) orn =4 and y € (O, %), the tensor
Rpp:pl8] is negative at a certain point of M and (1-18) is valid; or

e n>442y, ye(0,1), that is, eithern > 6andy € (0,1) orn=5and y € (0, %) there is a point

A

v € M such that the Weyl tensor W h] on M is nonzero at y and

Rig*]+n(n+1)=o0(p*),
I (R[gT]+nn+1) =0(p?) (m=12), (1-19)
I (Rlg*t]+n(n+1) =0(p*) (m=1,2)

as p — 0 uniformly on M,
then the y-Yamabe problem is solvable. Here X is a coordinate on M.

Remark 1.4. (1) As we will see later, the main order of the energy for the fractional Yamabe problem (1-2)
is €* on an umbilic but nonlocally conformal flat boundary M, while it is €2 on a nonumbilic boundary;
see (2-11), (2-14), (3-14) and (3-16). This explains why the necessary decay rate of R[gT] 4+ n(n + 1)
to 0 as p — 0 in Theorem 1.3 should be p?-times as fast as that in Theorem 1.1.

On the other hand, (1-19) is responsible for determining all the values of quantities which emerge in
the coefficient of €* in the energy (such as R ;;[g](y) and Ryy.;i[2](y) — see Lemma 3.2) and making

the term (n(n 4+ 1) + R[gT])p~2 in E(p) to be ignorable.
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(2) Owing to Lemmas 2.1 and 2.3, condition (1-19) is again intrinsic and sufficient to deduce that H = 0
on M. Moreover every Poincaré-Einstein manifold satisfies (1-19).

In [Gonzdlez and Wang 2017, Lemma 2.3], it is proved that the sign of the tensor R,.,[g] at a fixed
point on M is intrinsic.

(3) It is notable that 4 +2y e N and y € (0, 1) if and only if y = %, and the boundary Yamabe problem
for n = 4 4+ 2y = 5 was studied in [Almaraz 2010]. We believe that Theorem 1.3 can be extended to the
case y = % n=>5, Wlh] #0on M and (1-19) is valid.

In order to describe the last result, we first have to take into account of the existence of a Green’s
function under our setting.

Proposition 1.5. Suppose that all the hypotheses of Theorem A hold true, including (1-9), and H =0
on M. In addition, assume further that AY (M, [h]) > 0. Then for each y € M, there exists a Green’s
function G(x, y) on X \ {y} which satisfies

—divg (0! VG(-.y) + E(p) G(-.y) =0 in(X.g),

A 1-20
NG(-,y) =3y on (M, h) ( )

in the distribution sense, where 8, is the Dirac measure at y. The function G is unique and positive on X.

The proof is postponed until Section 4A. The readers may compare the above result with [Guillarmou
and Qing 2010]. Based on standard elliptic regularity and the facts that if (X, g) is the Poincaré half-plane
(RTL ! x;il dx), then

-\ 8n,y - n+1 - n
G(x,y)= G xne )2 for all (x,xp+1) € R and y € R”,

and that the compactified metric ¢ on X of a Poincaré-Einstein manifold (X, g*) can be assumed to
be Euclidean up to order |x|" in its coordinate x € RTLI (refer to Lemma 4.3 below), we expect the
following.

Conjecture 1.6 (expansion of the Green’s function). Assume that y € (0,1), n > 2y and (X" 11, gT)
is Poincaré—FEinstein. Also, suppose that AY (M, [fz]) > 0 and that either (M", [fz]) has n > 3 and is
locally conformally flat or n = 2. Fix any y € M. Then there exists a local coordinate x of the compact
manifold (X, g) around y (identified with 0 € R") defined in a small closed neighborhood N C @'_’ﬁl
of 0 such that

G(x,0) =gn,y|x|_(”_2y)+A+\Il(x) for x € N. (1-21)
Here g, , > 0 is a number that appeared in (1-13), A € R and W is a function in N satisfying
|W(x)| < C|x|™™127} and |V (x)| < C|x|™™02r=1 for x e & (1-22)
for some constant C > 0.

Now we can state our third main theorem.
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Theorem 1.7. Suppose that y € (0,1), n > 2y and (X"t g©) is a Poincaré—Einstein manifold with
conformal infinity (M™, [ﬁ]) Let p be a geodesic defining function for (M, fz) and § = p?g™. If (1-9)
holds, Conjecture 1.6 is valid, A > 0, and either M™ has n > 3 and is locally conformally flat or n = 2,
then the fractional Yamabe problem is solvable.

Remark 1.8. (1) Let us set a 2-tensor
F = p(Ric[gt]+ng™) inX,

which is identically 0 if (X, g*) is Poincaré—Einstein. As a matter of fact, if M is locally conformally flat,
the only property of the tensor F' necessary to derive Theorem 1.7 is that 97 F'|p—o =0 form =0, ..., n—1
(refer to Lemma 4.3). We guess that (1-21) and (1-22) are still valid under this assumption. Similarly, for
the case n = 2, the assumption 97 F'|p=o = 0 for m = 0, 1 would suffice.

(2) Since (X1, gT) is Poincaré—Einstein, the second fundamental form on M is trivial. Particularly,
the mean curvature H on M vanishes and M is umbilic.

(3) Suppose that we are in the local case y = 1, and either n > 7 or M is locally conformally flat. Then,
as shown in [Lee and Parker 1987, Lemma 6.4], the expansion (1-21) is valid. Furthermore, the classical
positive mass theorem of Schoen and Yau [1979a; 1979b; 1988] states that A > 0, and the positivity
condition A > 0 holds if and only if (M, ﬁ) is not conformally diffeomorphic to the standard sphere S”.
Determining the sign of A at each point y € M is a still natural problem for y € (0, 1). However, it is
difficult to perform, because A may be a nonlocal quantity, namely, one depending on the whole geometry
of (X,g ") and (M, [h]).

This paper is organized as follows: In Section 2, we establish Theorem 1.1 by intensifying the ideas of
Marques [2007] and Gonzélez and Qing [2013]. Section 3 provides the proof of Theorem 1.3, which further
develops the approach of Almaraz [2010] and Gonzélez and Wang [2017]. In Section 4, Theorem 1.7
is achieved, which can be understood as a sort of generalization of the results of Schoen [1984] and
Escobar [1992a]. In particular, Section 4A is devoted to investigating the existence and some qualitative
properties of a Green’s function (i.e., Proposition 1.5). Then we are concerned with the case that M
is locally conformally flat (in Section 4B) and 2-dimensional (in Section 4C). Finally, we examine the
asymptotic behavior of the bubble W ¢ near infinity in Appendix A, and compute some integrations
regarding Wi o, which are needed in the energy expansions in Appendix B.

Notation. * The Einstein convention is used throughout the paper. The indices i, j, k and [ always take
values from 1 to n, and a and b range over values from 1 to n + 1.

e For a tensor 7', notations 7., and T, indicate covariant differentiation and partial differentiation of 7,
respectively.

e For a tensor 7' and a number g € N, we use
1
Symil,,,l‘q ﬂl"'iq = a Z Ec(l)"'in(q)’
‘oeSy

where S is the group of all permutations of g elements.
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e Welet N =n+1. Also,forxe[R{]_lY::{(xl,...,xn,xN)e[R{N:xN >0}, we write X = (x1,...,X,,0) €
aRi’ ~ R" and r = |X|.
e Forn >2y,weset p=(n-+2y)/(n—2y).

e For any o > 0, let B"(0, 0) and Biv (0, o) be the n-dimensional ball and the N -dimensional upper
half-ball centered at 0 whose radius is g, respectively.

e |S"71] is the surface area of the (n—1)-dimensional unit sphere S 1.
e Forany t € R, let 1+ = max{0,¢} > 0 and 71— = max{0,—¢} > O0sothatt =ty —¢_.

e For y € (0, 1), the space HY (M) is the completion of C°° (M) with respect to the norm which one
obtains by pulling back

1
2 - u@—u@P* o\
MECCOO([R”)I—)(/RnU dx+[n/’lmd)€dy

to M through coordinate charts.

e The space DI2(RY, x - 2y) denotes the completion of C °°(RN ) with respect to the norm

U|—>(/ )c1
RN

+

2
‘27|VU|2dx) ,

and the space W12(X, p!=27) denotes the completion of C2°(X) with respect to the norm

1

2
U > (/ p' T (IVUZ 4+ U?) dvg—) .
X
In light of Theorem A, W 1:2(X, p!=27) is the natural functional space for the fractional Yamabe problem.
e The following positive constants are given in (1-8), (1-13) and (1-14):
+2
___Tw = L)
o2 ra-y)t Y airng)
2 1 nZZy (1—23)
n—2y nhrzy
o= ) e (D) )T
Tty 7 rim-2y)

e C > 0 is a generic constant which may vary from line to line.

2. Nonminimal and nonumbilic conformal infinities

2A. Geometric background. We begin this section by proving that the sign of the mean curvature, (1-18)
and nonumbilicity of a point on M are intrinsic conditions.

Lemma 2.1. Suppose that (X, g™m) is an asymptotically hyperbolic manifold with conformal infinity
(M, [h]) Moreover, let p and p be the geodesic boundary-defining functtons associated to two repre-
sentatives h and h of the class [h] respectively. We also define g = p?>g™* and g := p*g™, denote by
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7w =—g N/2and 7t the second fundamental forms of (M, ﬁ) C (X,g) and (M, };) C (X, g), respectively,
and set H = gV m;; /n and H =3l 7jj/n. Then we have

c'<f<c inx ad H=L| A oM @-1)
p o p=0
for some C > 1. Furthermore if H = 0 on M, then
P -
== n onM. (2-2)
Y p=0

Proof. The assertion on H in (2-1) is proved in [Gonzélez and Qing 2013, Lemma 2.3]. For the first
inequality in (2-1), it suffices to observe that p/p is bounded above and bounded away from O near M.
Indeed, this follows from the fact that

2 2
Fi= &l = Pt v = (g)gmz(g)h on M.

Let us define tensors 7' = 7 — Hg and T=rn-H g on M. Then we see from [Escobar 1992b,
Proposition 1.2] that

a=T= P T = Bn on M
P P
provided H = 0 on M, which confirms (2-2). O

Given any fixed point y € M, let X = (x1, ..., x,) be normal coordinates on M at y (identified with 0)
and xn = p. In other words, let x = (X, xx) be Fermi coordinates. The following lemma provides the
expansion of the metric g near y = 0. See [Escobar 1992a, Lemma 3.1] for its proof.

Lemma 2.2. Let (X, §) be a compact manifold with boundary (M, ﬁ) and y € M. Then, in terms of Fermi
coordinates around y, it holds that

VIgl(x) =1—nHxy + 3(n*H* — ||7||* — Ryn[g])x% — H,ixixn — ¢ Rij [A]xix; + O(x]?)
and
g (x) = 8ij +2mijxn + S Rigjrlhlxex; + §i{kaka + (B3mikmrj + Rinin[8])x% + O(x]?)

near y (identified with a small half-ball ij (0,2n0) near 0 in [Rﬁ). Here |||? = ﬁikﬁjlnij 7] IS the
square of the norm of the second fundamental form & on (M, f;) C (X,2), Rix jl[fz] is a component
of the Riemannian curvature tensor on M, R;n;n|g] is that of the Riemannian curvature tensor in X,
R;j [hA] = Rikjk[l;] and Ryn (2] = RiNiN|[g]. Every tensor in the expansions is computed at y = 0.

Now notice that the transformation law of the scalar curvature [Escobar 1992a, (1.1)] implies

/13
Vial

It readily shows that (1-18) and (1-19) indicate H = 0 on M.

RlgT]+n(n+1)=2n p+ R[g]p> (2-3)
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Lemma 2.3. Suppose that (X, g™m) is an asymptotically hyperbolic manifold with conformal infinity
(M, [h]). If R[gT]+n(n+1)=o0(p)as p— 0, then H=0on M.

Proof. Fix any y € M. By (2-3), we have

0,v/1281(»)
1) =25 LV ISR/
o =2n VIgl)

as a point tends to y. This implies H(y) = 0, and therefore the assertion follows. O

+ R[Z](»)p +o(1) = —2n*H(y) + o(1)

We next select a good background metric on X under the validity of hypothesis (1-18).

Lemma 2.4. Let (X, g™) be an asymptotically hyperbolic manifold such that condition (1-18) holds.
Then the conformal infinity (M, [h]) admits a representative h € [h], the geodesic boundary-defining
function p and the metric § = p>g™ satisfying

H=0 onM, Ry[hl(»)=0 and pol2l(y) = ©lro)? (2-4)

( )
for a fixed point y € M.

Proof. According to [Lee and Parker 1987, Theorem 5.2], one may choose a representative h of the
conformal class [A] such that R;;[h](y) = 0. Additionally Lemmas 2.3 and 2.1 ensure that H =0 on M
for any & € [h]. Hence assumption (1-18) can be interpreted as

1]

p\/_
— —2n(Ropl2] + I171) + (2R pplg) + I + I — H?) +o(1)

as p — 0, where we used H = 0 on M for the third equality and the Gauss—Codazzi equation for the fourth

n_,p- _ _ _ —ab - _
o(1) =2n +R[g] = ;g“bgab,p + RI[Z) = (3 ) Zab.p + 8" Zab,pp) + RIZ] +0(1)

equality; see the proof of Lemmas 3.1 and 3.2 of [Escobar 1992a]. Taking the limit to y € M, we get

0=2(1=n)Rpp[gl(y) + (1 =2n) [l ()|
The third equality of (2-4) is its direct consequence. O

Lastly, we recall the function £ in (1-5) and (1-6). In a collar neighborhood of M where p = xy, it
can be seen that
-2y IN VI8

—[R[&]— (r(n + D) + R[g Dxy?]xy 2 = =51 —2y) F .2

E(xy) =

where the second equality holds because of (2-3).

2B. Nonminimal conformal infinity. Let y € M be a point identified with 0 € R” such that H(y) <0 and
B f (0,2n9) C [RRI_?_’ be its neighborhood which appeared in Lemma 2.2. Also, we select any smooth radial
cut-off function y € C°°(IRN) such that Y = 11in B! N(0,10) and 0 in IRN \ BN (0,2n0). In this subsection,
we shall show that IV[WWE] < AY(S", [gc]) forany n > 2 and y € (0 ) Where We = We o as before.
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Before starting the computation, let us make one useful observation: Assume that n > m 4 2y for a
certain m € N. Then we get from (A-3) and (A-4) that

/ xy x| |VWE|2dx=n})‘§/ xy x| VW2 dx=0(em ) =0(e™) (2-6)
BY(0,10) B (0,10)

by choosing a small number ¢ > 0 such that n > m + 2y + C.

Proposition 2.5. Suppose that (X", gT) is an asymptotically hyperbolic manifold with conformal
infinity (M, [h]) and y € M is a point such that H(y) < 0. Then for any € > 0 small,n > 2 and y € (0, %)
we have

2

2n2—2n-+1-4y? € Jmy Xy

2(1-2 +1 =2y
020 (' ax)

>0 (2-7)

where I is the y-Yamabe functional given in (1-11), and A (S", [g¢]) and ky are positive constants
introduced in (1-16) and (1-23).

2 \vwy |2 dx

H(y)+o(e) < A(S".[gc)).

DIy Wl < AV (S", [ge)+e

Proof. Since the proof is essentially the same as that of [Choi and Kim 2017, Proposition 6.1], we briefly
sketch it. By Lemma 2.2 and (2-6), we discover

/ xy Y |VWe 2 dvg
BY(0,70)

= /I;N( )x]lv_zy|VW1|2dx +eH (Z/N xx Y |\Ve Wi 2 dx —n/N sz\,_zyWWﬂzdx) +0(e)
+ 0,m0 R+ R+
and

/ YW)Pt dv = / wPT 1+ 0(|x2)) dX + O(e") = / w?T dx + o(e).
M B”(Oano) R7
Moreover, according to Lemma 2.2 and (2-5), we have

/ E(xy)W2dvs = %n(n—2)/)eH/ Xy WEdx + o(e).
N N
B+(0,770) R+

Thus the above estimates and Lemma B.3 confirm (2-7). O

Unlike the other existence results to be discussed later, we need to assume that y € (O, %) for
Proposition 2.5. Such a restriction is necessary in two reasons: First of all, y € (0, %) is necessary
for the function x&zy le to be integrable in [R{i’ . Secondly the mean curvature H should vanish for

y € (%, 1) to guarantee the validity of the extension theorem (Theorem A).

2C. Nonumbilic conformal infinity: higher-dimensional cases. We fix a nonumbilic point y =0 € M.
Let also B_ﬁ' (0,2n0) C RI_X be a small neighborhood of 0 and y» € C° (Bf (0,2n9)) a cut-off function
chosen in the previous subsection.
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Lemma 2.6. Let J fi/ be the energy functional defined as

J}%’ [U: X] = / (o' |VUZ + E(pU?)dvg foranyU e Wh3(X, p'727). (2-8)
X
Assume also that (2-4) holds. Then for any € > 0 small,n > 2+ 2y and y € (0, 1), it is valid that

2w B0l = [ VP ax
B (0,70)

+ P[0 +b)F+ LB+ b)Fs + 2(n—2y) (1 + b)Fi] +0(e?).,  (2-9)

where b := (1 —2n)/(2n —2), || || is the norm of the second fundamental form at y = 0 € M, and the
values Fy, F» and F3 are given in Lemma B.4.

Proof. We borrow the argument presented in [Gonzalez and Qing 2013, Theorem 1.5]. According to
Lemma 2.2 and (2-4), it holds that

VIglE xn) =1-2(1 +b) |7 |2x% + 0((F, xn)I?)  in BY(0,10). (2-10)

Hence we obtain from (2-6) that

1-2y 2
Xy |VWelz dvg
/Bﬁ(o,w &

= /RN xy Y |VWe|? dx + 62[(3niknkj + Rin;n[3) /RN xy Vi Wid; Wy dx
+ +

— L1 +b)|x|? /N X Y|V 2 dx] + 0(€?).
RY

Also, by means of (2-5) and (2-10),
E(xn) = 5(n=2y)(1+ D)7 |>xp 2 + O(|x[Px ™)

for xy > 0 small, so
/ E(xy)W2dvg =21 —2y)(1 + b)||n||2/ Xy VW2 dx +o(€?).
BY(0,n0) RY
Collecting every calculation, we discover (2-9). O

The previous lemma ensures the existence of a positive solution to (1-2) for nonumbilic conformal
infinity M" with n € N sufficiently high.

Corollary 2.7. Assume that (X" 1, g7) is an asymptotically hyperbolic manifold and h is the represen-
tative of the conformal infinity M found in Lemma 2.2. If n > 2+ 2y and y € (0, 1), we have

n—2y

L[y We] = AV(S" [ge]) —€2C(n. y) AV(S", [ge])™ 2 ky " A3Ba||7|? +0(e?),  (2-11)
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where the positive constants A (S", [g¢]), ky, A3z and B, are introduced in (1-16), (1-23) and (B-3),
respectively, and C'(n,y) is the number given by
, 3n2 4+ n(16y% —22) 4+ 20(1 — y?)
Cn,y) =

8n(n—1)(1—y2?)
Proof. Estimate (2-11) comes from Lemmas 2.6 and B.4 and the computations made in the proof of
[Gonzélez and Qing 2013, Theorem 1.5]. The details are left to the reader. O

(2-12)

By (2-2), we still have that 7 # 0 at y € M, even after picking a new representative of the conformal
infinity. Furthermore, the number C’(n, y) is positive when n > 4 for y > \/E ~0.674, n>5fory > %,
n>6fory > \/g ~ (0.229 and n > 7 for any y > 0. Hence, in this regime, one is able to deduce
the existence of a positive solution of (1-2) by testing the truncated standard bubble into the y-Yamabe
functional.

2D. Nonumbilic conformal infinity: lower-dimensional cases. We recall the nonumbilic point y € M
identified with the origin of RY, the small number 79 > 0 and the cut-off function ¥ € cx ([RRI_,\_’ ).
Furthermore, we introduce

Ye(X,xny) = Mln,-jxixijr_larW; = e~e_%\111(6_1i, e lxy) (2-13)

for each € > 0, where M; € R is a number to be determined later, the 7;; are the coefficients of the
second fundamental form at y and r = |x|. Our ansatz to deal with lower-dimensional cases is defined by

q)e = W(I/Ve'i‘qje) in X.
The definition of ®, is inspired by [Marques 2007].

The main objective of this subsection is to prove:

Proposition 2.8. Suppose that (X", g7) is an asymptotically hyperbolic manifold and h is the repre-
sentative of the conformal infinity M satisfying 2-4). If n > 2+ 2y and y € (0, 1), we have

- n—2
[0 < AV (S" [g]) — €2C0n,y) N (S, [ge) ™2 iy 18" A3 Bs || +0(€D),  (2-14)
where C(n,y) is the number defined by
Clny) = 3n% + n(16y2 —22) +20(1 — y?) 16(n —1)(1 —y?)
V= 8n(n—1)(1—1y2) n(3n2 +n(2—8y2) +4y2—4)’

It can be checked that C(n, y) > 0 whenever n > 4 and y € (0, 1). Thus the above proposition, along
with Proposition 2.5, justifies the statement of Theorem 1.1. We have C(3, y) > 0 for y > %, but it also
holds that n > 2 + 2y > 3. Therefore we get no result for n = 3.

Proof of Proposition 2.8. The proof consists of three steps.
Step 1: energy in the half-ball Bi’ (0,no). Since ¢y =1 in Bi’ (0, no), we discover

T [ (Wt We): BY (0.710)]

= J [y We; BY(0,m0)]+2 / Xy VW, VW) g dog+ / Xy VO dxto(e?), (2-15)
h BY (0.10) RY
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where the functional J! is defined in (2-8). Moreover, we note from Lemma 2.2 that the mean curvature
H = m;j; /n vanishes at the origin, which yields

/ x]lv_ZyVI/VE-VlIJ6 dx
N
B+ (0,770)
= eM1/ xlzv_zymjxin [21’_2(8, W2 +rd,(r— 1o, Wl)] dx
BY (0,n0/€)

—|—eM1[ Xy Y xixir T @y W) [0, W) +xn (v, Wi)]dx = 0. (2-16)
BY (0,10/€)
Hence we obtain from the definition (2-13) of W, and (2-16) that

2/ Xy (VW V) g dvg
BY (0,10)

:2/ x}\,_zyVWG-V\IJE dx+4nij/ va‘”aiwe d; We dx + o(€?)
BY (0,10) RY

= 624M1ﬂij/N x?\,_zyxi [ankxkr_z(ar Wi)? + nklxkxlx]-r_z(ar W) 9, (r ', Wl)] dx + o0(€?)
R

+
2
2 2 2
=edMy| -F3+ —(—F3+ F
S| 25y R R I ol
4 _
:ez(;)MﬂS” Y A3 By ||7||? + 0(€?), (2-17)
where the constants F3, F4 as well as F1, F2, F5, ..., Fg, are defined in Lemma B.4. In a similar fashion,

it can be found that

_ 2M?
/ Xy VIV dx = 2 ——L(F3 —2F4+ Fs + Fo + 2F7 + Fo) |7 |* + 0(e?)
RY n(n+2)
_2 3n% +2n(1—4y?) —4(1—y?)
dn(n—1)(1—y2)
Step 2: energy in the half-annulus Biv (0,21n0) \ Bfrv (0, no). According to (A-1), (A-3) and (A-4), see
(2-6), it holds that

ME|S" A3 By |7 |? +0(e?).  (2-18)

T (We + We): X \ BY (0. 70)] = 0(e?). (2-19)
Consequently, one deduces from (2-15), (2-17)—(2-19) and Lemma B.4 that

T (We + We): X] < /N xy TV dx —€XC(n.y)|S" Az Ba||7 | +0(€?)  (2:20)
Ry
by choosing the optimal M; € R.

Step 3: completion of the proof. Lemma 2.2 and the fact that W = 0 on M tell us that

/ [ (We + W7+ do =/
M B”(O,ZT)Q)

Combining (2-20) and (2-21) gives estimate (2-14). ]

(wwe)p+1(l+0(|5c|3))d)22/ w’tdz +o(e?). (2-21)
er
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3. Umbilic conformal infinities

3A. Geometric background. For a fixed point y € M identified with 0 € R”, let X = (x1,...,X,) be

the normal coordinate on M at y and x = p. The following expansion of the metric is borrowed from
[Marques 2005].

Lemma 3.1. Let (X, g)Abe a compact manifold with boundary (M, ﬁ) andy € M such that w = m,; =
m;ij = ik =0, Rij[h] = 0and Ryn[g] = 0 at y. Then, in terms of Fermi coordinates around y, it
holds that
VIgIE xn) = 1—%Rij;k[ﬁ]xixjxk—%RNN;i[é]xzzvxi—éRNN;N[é]X?v
— 55 (3 Rijskt T+ 3 Rmig [0 Rnequ Uh1) xi ) xiex;— % R (8153 i
—LRNN:Ni[Z1X3 Xi— 55 [ RN vN [8]H2(Ri NN [8])* |xy + O (R . xn) ) (3-1)
and A A
g7 (. xn) = 8ij+ 3 Rikji[hxixi+Rinjn [Z1X N + £ Rikcjism )5k X1 Xm+ Ri v i [81X Y Xk
LR NNV B1 Y + (55 Rikj1mg A+ 15 Rikst 1A Rjmsq[h]) Xk x1xm g
+(3Rinjn:ki[814 5 Sym;; (Rikg [A]Rsnjn [8]) xR Xkxi+ 5 Ri vk (813 Xk
+15 (RinN;NN [1+8Rins N [81Rs Ny [8) Xy +O(I(F.x8) ) (3-2)

near y (identified with a small half-ball B f (0,2n9) near 0 in [R{ﬁ ). Here all tensors are computed at y
and the indices m, q and s run from 1 to n as well.

To treat umbilic but nonlocally conformally flat boundaries, we also need the following extension of
Lemma 2.4.

Lemma 3.2. Forn >3, let (X", g%) be an asymptotically hyperbolic manifold such that the conformal
infinity (M ", [h]) is umbilic and (1-19) holds. For a fixed point y € M, there exist a representative h of the
class [h], the geodesic boundary-defining function p (= xn near M) and the metric g = p>g™ such that

(1) Rij:k M) + Rjk:i[h() + Ry [h](y) =0,
(2) Sym; s (Rij; i [A] + 2 Rmiqj (AR miqih]) (») = 0,

(3) m=00nM, Rnn;N[Z](Y) = Ran[g](y) =0,

n|w|? w2

61— 1)’ RNN;ii[é](y)=—m, Rinjn [8](y) = Rij[g](y).

5) R [810) = o Raw[810r) — 2(Ryy [810))>

4 R;iilgl(y) =—

- 2
©) Rivwis 800 = 25" Row 210 = (Ry 10 = o

if normal coordinates around y € (M, l;) are assumed. Here |W || is the norm of the Weyl tensor of

(M, ﬁ) aty.
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Note that the first partial derivatives of h and the Christoffel symbols Fl.kj [l;] = Fl.kj [¢] at y vanish. Also
a simple computation utilizing 7 = 0 on M shows that I'fl’a [g] =T}y[8] =0o0n M.

Proof of Lemma 3.2. Theorem 5.2 of [Lee and Parker 1987] guarantees the existence of a representative
h € [h] on M such that (1), (2) and R;;[h](y) = 0 hold. Furthermore, [Escobar 1992b, Proposition 1.2]
shows that umbilicity is preserved under the conformal transformation, and so 7 = 0 on M. The proof of
the remaining identities in (3)—(6) is presented in two steps.
Step 1: By differentiating (2-3) in xy and using the assumption that dy (R[gT]+n(n +1)) = o(szv) as
xy — 0, see (1-19), we obtain
anlgl  ownnlgl  (ON1gD*T  2R[g
o(l)zn[ _Nléél Jlegl_(fvzlgl) }L [£]
glxx  1&8lxn [&PxN
Also, since we supposed that the mean curvature H vanishes on the umbilic boundary M, we get from (2-4)
that Ryn [¢](y) = 7(y) = 0. This in turn gives that [g|(y) =1 and dn |g[(y) = dnn |g](¥) = R[g](y) =0.
Consequently, by taking the limit to y in (3-3), we find that
0=n[30nwN12](Y) + dnwn |21(9) = 0] + 2R N [2](») + R w[21(Y)
=ndnNn|81(y) +2R N[g](Y). (3-4)

Now we observe from Lemma 3.1 that dyyn |g|(y) = —2Rnwn:~N([g](¥). In addition, by the second

+ R N[g] asxy —0. (3-3)

Bianchi identity, the Codazzi equation and the fact that 7 = 0 on M, one can achieve
R N[8]l = R;n[8] = 2RNN;N (8] + Rijij;n (8] = 2RNN;N (8] + (Rijin; j[8] — Rijjn:i[8])
= 2RNN;N (8] + 2(mii; jj — mijsij) = 2RnN;N (8] (3-5)
and
Rin[8] = mjj;i — mij;j =0

at y € M. Combining (3-4) and (3-5), we get
0= 2—n)Rnn;N[gI(Y).
Since n > 3, it follows that Ryn.n[g](y) = 0, as we wanted.

Step 2: It is well known that R ;; [fz](y) =R [ﬁ] (y) = —%ll W(y)||? in the normal coordinate around
y € M. Therefore the Gauss—Codazzi equation and the fact that H = 7 = 0 on M imply

Rii[g](») = 2Rwn,ii [8](0) — IW()II> and  Rin;nI[g1(¥) = Rij[Z](»). (3-6)

Moreover, since Az(R[gT]+n(n+1)) = o(szv) near y € X, refer to (1-19), by differentiating (2-3) in
x; twice, dividing the result by xlzv and then taking the limit to y, one obtains

R,ii[g]l(y) =2nRpNnN,ii[8](y). (3-7)
As a result, putting (3-7) into (3-6) and applying the relations at y
R;i[g]=Rii[g] and Rnn;ii[g] = Rnn,iil8] _2(airl'ajv[g])RaN[g]byT”RNN,ii[g]
allow one to find (4).
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On the other hand, arguing as before but using the hypothesis that dyy (R[gT] +n(n + 1)) = o(szv)
near y € X at this time, one derives equalities
3R AN(E]1(y) = —n InwwN 121(») = 20[ Ran:an [81(0) + 2(Rin;n [8](0))?]-

Because R.nn[g](¥) = R nn[g](y), it is identical to (5). Hence the contracted second Bianchi identity,
the Ricci identity and (3)—(5) give
RN (8] = 2Rin;iN (8] + 2RNN;NN (8] = 2[ Rinni[8] + (Rij [8])* — (Ran [8])?] + 2RwN; NN (2]
= 2(Rin;ni 8]+ (Rij[8)%) + (2 Rww (8] — 4(Ri5[2])?)
at y. Now assertion (6) directly follows from the above equality and
Rin;Nil8](y) = Rnjij;Nil8](y) )
W

= —RinjN;ij [8](¥) + RNn:ii [81(y) = —Rinjn:ij [81(y) — 201 O

3B. Umbilic conformal infinity having the property R,,:5[g] <0. Like the previous section, we fix a
smooth radial cut-off function y» € C2° ([R{]_X) such that ¥ = 1 in BiV(O, no) and O in [Riﬁ \Biv (0, 279).
Also, assume that W, = W¢ ¢ denotes the bubble defined in (1-13). Let y € M be any fixed point identified
with 0 € R™.

Lemma 3.3. Suppose J }%’ is the functional given in (2-8). If (2-4) is valid and m = 0 on M, then
JY W We: BY (0. n0)]

= /BN(O )le\r_zylVWll2 dx + € Rn;N 810 3(n = 20)F] = §F5 + 3, 73] +0(e%)  (3-8)
+ s10

for any € > 0 small, n > 3+ 2y and y € (0, 1). Here the values F, F, and F} are given in Lemma B.5.
Proof. Since H = Ryn[g] =0 at y and the bubbles W, depend only on the variables |x| and x, we have

1-2y 2
Xy TIVWelz dvg
[Bﬂo,no) i

=/ e AT
BY(0,n0)

- 1 - 1 -
+e3RNN;N[g1(y>(3—n /R SN IVEW P dx - A SN VWAl dx) +0(e%). (3-9)
+ +

In addition, utilizing (2-5) and (3-1), we obtain

E(xn) = L(n —2y) (Raw:i [81(0)xi + A Rawsw [81(0)xw ) xy 2 + O(Ixxp2Y)

for x; > 0 small enough. Therefore

- n—2y _
/ E(XN)[/Vez dUg‘ = €3RNN,N[g](y)( 4 )/ szv 2VW12 dx +0(e3)_ (3-10)
BY(0,70) RY

Combining (3-9) and (3-10), we deduce (3-8). O
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As a consequence of the previous lemma, we obtain the following result.

Proposition 3.4. Suppose that (X"t g¥) is an asymptotically hyperbolic manifold with umbilic confor-
mal infinity (M, [h]). If (2-4) is valid and y € M is a point such that Rny:n (y) < 0, then for any € > 0
small and n > 3 + 2y, we have

42y 2
42— 12n+9—4y2 Ky Jary X IVI[2dx
24n(3-2 +1 , 52
O (g ax)

LYW <AY(S". [ge])+e 3 RN () +0(€3) <AV(S" [gc]),

>0

where I ; is the y-Yamabe functional given in (1-11), and A (S", [g¢]) and k, are the positive constants
introduced in (1-16) and (1-23), respectively.

Proof. By (A-1), (A-3) and (A-4), see (2-6), it is true that
T W X\ BY (0.10)] = 0(€?).

Moreover, we infer from (3-1) and radial symmetry of the function Y w, in R” that

/ (YW)P T dvy = / wPt dx +o0(e3).
M R
Hence Lemmas 3.3 and B.5 give the desired estimate. O

3C. Umbilic nonlocally conformally flat conformal infinity. We now study the case when the boundary
M is umbilic, nonlocally conformally flat and (1-19) holds. In view of Lemma 3.2(3), the tensor R yn: v [g]
has no role and one needs to expand the energy up to one higher order in €.

Lemma 3.5. Let y = 0 € M be any fixed point and J }%’ the functional given in (2-8). If (2-4) and
Lemma 3.2(1)—(6) are valid, then

J T We: BY (0.70)]

_ w 2 Fl Fl 2V F!
=/ xh 2V|VW1|2dx+e4[” ” ( s ___ s _(=2) 4)
BY(0.70) 4n \12(n—1) 2(m—1)(n+2) 12(n—1)

R.yn (2] (_f_z” F =3)F, +(n—2y)f1”) L (Ri;l8)? (f_3 T

+

4
3-11
2 8n  4n? n?%(n+2) 4n n 2 n—|—2)]+0(6)( )

for any € > 0 small, n > 4+ 2y and y € (0,1). Here the tensors are computed at y and the values
Fi'. ..., F¢ are given in Lemma B.6.

Proof. Step 1: estimate on the second- and third-order terms. To begin with, we ascertain that

R BY 0ol = [ VAP dx o+ O, (-12)
BY(0,n0)
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In fact, thanks to (1-19), (2-5) and R[g](y) = R n[g](y) = 0, it holds that

/BN(O )E(xN)Wezdvg-
+ s10
=/ E(xy)W? dx+0(e4+§/ lev—ZyW12|x|4+§ a’x)
B (0.n0) BY(0.n0)
=) [ RIEIO) + R alg)0)%a + 3 R apl1 305038 WP i +oe
4n- 7 JBN 0.m0/€)
—4n_2)/.i..‘ //l = " 4 )
= () [ R (1) B + 3 R [B10) F{ ] + 0t (3-13)

where ¢ > 0 is a sufficiently small number. Because Ryn.n[g](y) = 0 by Lemma 3.2(3), we see from
(3-9) and (3-13) that estimate (3-12) is true.

Step 2: estimate on the fourth-order terms. Let /| g|(4) and (/)@ be the fourth-order terms in
the expansions (3-1) and (3-2) of /|g| and gif . In view of (2-6), Lemma 3.2(2) and [Brendle 2008,
Corollary 29], one can show that

_ —(4)
/ 29w P Vig ™ dx
B_];\_](O,TIO)

= —*[ £ Rn:ii[81(0) FE + 55 (Raw:an [81(0) + 2(Rinin [81(0)) ) FS | + o(e*)
and

LN(O )X]lv_zy(gij)("')ai Weaj Wg dx :€4|: (RNN,ll[g](y)+2RlNJN,lj [g](y))]:él
+ »no

2n(n+2)

+é (RnN;NN[8]1(0)+8(Rin N (8] (y))z)fg/} +o(e*):;

see [Gonzdlez and Wang 2017, Section 4]. Therefore (2-4), (3-9) and Lemma 3.2(4)—(6) yield

/Biv (O’no)x}v‘” [VWelg g
B N U A BT U Y
BY(0,70) 8n(n—1)\ 6 n+2 2n 8 4n nn+2)
+(Rijn[g])2 (%3”_%)] Foleb.
Now (3-13) and the previous estimate lead us to (3-11). O

Corollary 3.6. Assume that (X", g7) is an asymptotically hyperbolic manifold, h is the representative
of the conformal infinity M in Lemma 3.1 and I_g is the y-Yamabe functional in (1-11). If n > 4+ 2y,
y € (0, 1) and Lemma 3.2(1)—(6) hold, we have

P[0 < AV (S". [ge]) + € AV (S". [ge) ™5 ky 187! 43 B
X (<IWIPD (1. y) + R 8105 (n. ) — (Ryj 21D (n.) o). (3-14)
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where A (S", [g¢]), ky, A3z and B, are the positive constants introduced in (1-16), (1-23) and (B-3),
respectively. Furthermore
D (n.y) = 15n* — 12013 4+ 2012 (17 —2y2) — 80n(5 — 2y?) + 48(4 — 5% +y*)
L 480n(n —1)(n —4)(n —4—2y)(n — 4+ 2y)(1 — y2)

5n% —4n(13 —2y2) +28(4 —y?)
5n(n—4)(n—4—-2y)(n—4+2y)
Proof. By Lemmas 3.1 and 3.2(1)—(2), it holds that

/ (Y W)P T dvy
M
= /B ©, )wf-H[l - %(Rij,kl[h] + %Rmiqj [h]Rmkql[h])xixjxkxl + 0(|j|5)] dx + O(en)
n 7]0
= [ wl* dz o
R
Thus the conclusion follows from an easy estimate,

TV W X\ BY (0,50)] = o(e®)

with Lemmas 3.5 and B.6 at once. O

>0,
(3-15)
Dy(n,y) =0 and Din,y)=

It is interesting to see that the quantity R.nyn[g](y) does not contribute to the existence of a least
energy solution, since the coefficient of R;xn[g](y), denoted by D} (n, y), is always zero for any 7 and y.
Such a phenomenon has been already observed in the boundary Yamabe problem [Marques 2005]. We
also note that the number D} (n, ) has a nonnegative sign in some situations: whenn =7 and y € [% l),
orn > 8and y € (0, 1). In order to cover lower-dimensional cases, we need a more refined test function.

Let y € M be a point such that W[fz](y) # 0. Motivated by [Almaraz 2010], we define functions

=2y ~
J/\111(6 e lxy)

lpe—qje(x xN)_M2RleN[ ]xlx]er 8 I’Ve—'E
for some M> € R and
e =Y (W, +Ue) inX.

Proposition 3.7. Suppose that (X" +1, g %) is an asymptotically hyperbolic manifold. Moreover h is the
representative of the conformal infinity M satisfying (2-4) and Lemma 3.2(1)—(6). If n > 4 + 2y and
y € (0, 1), we have
T[] = AV(S", [ge]) + €AV (S", [ge]) ™ 1y 18" 43 B,

X (<IWI?Di(n,y) + Rnn[81D2(n, y) — (Ri[8)*D3(n, ) + o(e*), (3-16)
where

Dl(n»)/):Di(n»)/), DZ(n’ )/):O,
see (3-15) for the definition of the positive constant Dy (n,y), and
2513 —20n2(9 — y?) + 100n(4 — y?) — 16(4 — y2)?

Sn(n—4—-2y)(n—4+2y)(5n2 —4n(1 +y?) —8(4—y2?))

Ds3(n,y) =



EXISTENCE THEOREMS OF THE FRACTIONAL YAMABE PROBLEM 97

Proof. Since Ryn[g](y) = 0, we obtain

J!1®e: BY (0.10)]

=T [y We: B (0.70)] +2/Nx11\,_2y(§ij —81)0; W0, W dx +/lelv_2y|V\TJ€|2dx +o(eY). (3-17)
R RY

Also a tedious computation with Lemmas 3.1 and 3.2(4) reveals that the second term of the right-hand

side of (3-17) is equal to

%R,-kjl[ﬁ]/ xN xkxla Wed, 0, dx—l—ZR,NJN[g]/ 8 Wed, T, dx + o(e*)
RY

1 _
=0+ e*4M, [;]—'3’,’ + (—F5 + fé’)] (Rij 18D +o(eh),

1
n(n+2)
and it holds that

_ ~ 2M? _
/RN A VT2 dx = e4n(n—+22)(f§ —2F) + Fg + 4F + 4FY + Flo) (Rij[8)* + o(e*);
+

see (2-17) and (2-18). Here the constants F|', ..., F}}, are defined in Lemma B.6.
On the other hand, we have

J};[E)E’ X \ B—i]\—](()’ 7’0)] = 0(64)’

and since U, = 0 on M, the integral of |&>€ |71 over the boundary M does not contribute to the fourth-
order term in the right-hand side of (3-16). By combining all information, employing Lemma B.6 and
selecting the optimal M> € R, we complete the proof. O

One can verify that D3(n,y) > 0 whenever n > 4 + 2y and y € (0,1). Consequently we deduce
Theorem 1.3 from Propositions 3.7 and 3.4.

4. Locally conformally flat or 2-dimensional conformal infinities

4A. Analysis of the Green’s function. In this subsection, we prove Proposition 1.5. By Theorem A,
solvability of problem (1-20) for each y € M is equivalent to the existence of a solution G* to the equation

—divg«((p*)'7?YVG*(-,)) =0 in(X,g"),
G*(-.y) =8, = QYG*(-.y)  on(M.h),
and we have g7y |+ |g NN — 1| = 0(p?”). We also recall [Gonzalez and Qing 2013, Corollary 4.3]

which states that if AY (M, [h ]) > 0, then M admits a metric ho € [h] such that Qy > 0 on M. Thanks to
the following lemma, it suffices to show Proposition 1.5 for ho € [h] o

Lemma 4.1. Let (X, g) be any conformally compact Einstein manifold with conformal infinity (M, [hA]),
p the geodesic deﬁmng function of M in X and § = p*g™. For any positive smooth function w on M,
define a new metric h = /(= 23’)h denote the corresponding geodesic boundary-defining function
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by pw and set gy, = p2,g™. Suppose that G = G(x, y) solves (1-20). Then the function

p(x)
pw (x)

Gw(x,y):=( ) WS (1) Gr.y) for(v.y) e X x M. x £y

again satisfies (1-20) with (gy, ﬁw) and py, substituted for (g, f;) and p, respectively.

Proof. By (1-5), the first equality in (1-20) is re-expressed as

3+2y

Le(o 2 Gy + (2= 1) CFIG(-.y) =0 in(X. 7). 4-1)

where Lz is the conformal Laplacian in (X, g) defined in (1-3). Therefore one observes from (1-1) that G,
is a solution of (4-1) if g and p are replaced with g,, and py,, respectively. Also, since w = (py / p)(”_zy)/ 2
on M, we see

wn=2vh

n+2y n—2
NGuw(-.7) =Pl Gu(-.y)=wr=> P’ 4 ((p/pw) 2 G(-.y))
n+2y y -1 n+2y _n+2y y
=wr () P (@7 GGy =wr () wT e PG y)

wh—2v h

n+2 n+2 n+42 n+2
= w2 () w2 A (G(-, ) = w2 () w2y =8, on M,

where we have applied Theorem A and (1-1) for the first, fourth and fifth equalities. O

For brevity, we write h = hy, g=2g"* p=p*and G = G* here and henceforth. Further, recalling
that Q}: > 0 on M, let us define a norm

U tacx otz = | o2 |VULdvs + | 0YUZdv; )
Wha(X,pl-27) . gdvet | h

for any ¢ > 1 and set a space W4 (X, p1727) as the completion of C2°(X) with respect to the above
norm.

Given any bounded Radon measure f (such as the Dirac measures), a function U € W4 (X, p!1=27)
is said to be a weak solution of

—divg (p!™2*VU) =0 in (X, g),
WU+ QLU= f on (M, h) (+2)
if it satisfies that
/pl_zy(VU,VlI/)g dvg—{—/ Q}ZU\Pdvﬁ=/ fw (4-3)
X M M

for any W € C1(X).

The W2 (X, p!=27)-norm is equivalent to the standard weighted Sobolev norm ||U || W12(X,p1-27)5
see [Choi and Kim 2017, Lemma 3.1]. Thus for any fixed f € (HY (M))*, the existence and uniqueness
of a solution U € W12(X, p!=27) to (4-2) are guaranteed by the Riesz representation theorem.
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Lemma 4.2. Assume thatn > 2y, f € (HY(M))* and 1 <« < min{n_”zy, %Zif} Then there exists a

constant C = C(X, g T, p,n, y, &) such that

1U e x pi—2v) < CILf L1 an) (4-4)
for a weak solution U € W12(X, p1=27) to (4-2). As a result, if f is the Dirac measure 8y at y € M,
then (4-2) has a unique nonnegative weak solution G(-,y) € Wh*(X, p1=27),
Proof. Step 1: We are going to verify estimate (4-4) by suitably modifying the argument in [Brézis and
Strauss 1973, Section 5]. To this aim, we consider the formal adjoint of (4-2): Given any hg € L9(M)
and Hy, ..., Hy € LY(X, p'~2Y) for some q > max{zn—y, 2(n + 1)}, we study a function V' such that

N
/pl_zy(VV,V\If)g-dvg—i-/ QZV\Ildvﬁ:/ ho\IldvﬁJrZ/ P T H, 9,V dv;  (4-5)
X Ml M = x

forany W € C1(X). Indeed, by the Lax—Milgram theorem, (4-5) has a unique solution Ve W 1-2(X, p1=27).
Moreover, employing Moser’s iteration technique, we observe that V' satisfies

N
VLo + 1V IILoo(x) < C (||h0||Lq(M) + Z “Ha“Lq(X,pI—ZV))- (4-6)

a=1
Therefore taking ¥ = V in (4-3) and U in (4-5) respectively (which is allowed thanks to the density
argument) and then employing (4-6), we find

N
/ Uhodvj + Z/ p' "0, UH, dvg =/ SVidv, < fllipvanlVIiLe o)
M = x M

N
<Clf o (nhonu(M) Y |1 ||Lq<x,p12y)).

a=1
This implies the validity of (4-4) with « = ¢’, where ¢’ designates the Holder conjugate of g.
Step 2: Assume now that f = §, for some y € M. Then one is capable of constructing a sequence
{ fmmen C C1(M) with an approximation to the identity or a mollifier so that f,,, > 0 on M,
sup || fmllpimy <€ fm —>0in Cl.(M\{y}) and f, — 8, in the distributional sense.

meN

Denote by {Uy, tmen C W12(X, p1727) a sequence of the corresponding weak solutions to (4-2). By (4-4)
and elliptic regularity, there exist a function G(-, y) and a number &g € (0, 1) such that U,, — G(-, y)
weakly in WH%(X, p!=27) and Uy, — G(-, y) in le)g()?\{y}). It is a simple task to confirm that G(-, y)
satisfies (4-3).

Also, putting (Up,)— € WH2(X, p1=27) into (4-3) yields Uy, > 0 in X, which in turn gives G(-, y) >0
in X. Finally, the uniqueness of G(-, y) comes as a consequence of (4-4). |
Completion of the proof of Proposition 1.5. The existence and nonnegativity of the Green’s function G is

deduced in the previous lemma. Owing to Hopf’s lemma, see [Gonzalez and Qing 2013, Theorem 3.5], G
is positive on the compact manifold X. Recall that the coercivity of (4-3) implies the uniqueness of G. [
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4B. Locally conformally flat case. This subsection is devoted to provide the proof of Theorem 1.7,
which treats locally conformally flat conformal infinities M.

Pick any point y € M. Since it is supposed to be locally conformally flat, we can assume that y is the
origin in R” and identify a neighborhood ¢ of y in M with a Euclidean ball B”(0, o) for some g1 > 0

A

small, namely, h;; = §;; inid = B"(0, 01). Write xy to denote the geodesic defining function p for the

boundary M near y. Then we have smooth symmetric n-tensors 2V, ..., =1 on B"(0, 1) such that
n—1

g =hey ®dx3.  where (hxy)ij(R.xn) =8+ Y hIP @)+ O(y), (4-7)
m=1

for (x,xn) € RY(01,02) := B™(0,01) x [0,02) C X, where 02 > 0 is a number small enough. In
fact, as the next lemma indicates, the local conformal flatness on M and the assumption that X is
Poincaré—Einstein together imply that all low-order tensors 1 should vanish. In particular, the second
fundamental form 2 on M (up to a constant factor) is 0, which implies Remark 1.8(2).

Lemma 4.3. If (X, g*1) is Poincaré—Einstein, we have h'"™ = 0 in (4-7) foreachm =1,...,n—1.

Proof. Follow the argument of [Graham 2000], which starts from the paragraph after (2.4). Due to the condi-
tion /1;; = d;;, the right-hand side of (2.6) in that paper becomes 0, from which one can deduce the result. [

Therefore (4-7) is reduced to
gij(X.xn) =8 + O(x}y) and |g|=1+0(x}) for (X.xy)eRY(01.02) C X. (4-8)

Choose any smooth function y : [0, 00) — [0, 1] such that y(#) = 1 for 0 <¢ <1 and y(¢) = 0 for
t > 2. Recall the bubble W, defined in (1-13) and (1-14), the Green’s function G( -, 0), its regular part
W given in (1-21), and the numbers @, , and g, given in (1-23). Then we construct a nonnegative,
continuous and piecewise smooth function ®¢ o, on X by

W, (x) if x € X N BN(0, 00),
De, 00 () = 1 Ve 00 () (G (x,0) — 00 (X)¥(x)) if x € X N (BN (0,200) \ BN (0, 00)), (4-9)
Ve.00(X)G (x,0) if x € X \ BN (0,200).

where 0 < € < g9 <min{o1, 02}/5 sufficiently small, y,,(x) := x(|x|/00) and

—2y —2y

Gn 2 En 2 —(n—2 _
Ve 00 () := [Oln,y (F) + Yoo (%) (We(x) —“n,yw—_zy)] (8n.y 0 =2 L )7L (4-10)
0

We remark that the main block Ve o, of the test function ®¢ o, is different from the function W in (4.2)
of [Escobar 1992a], but they share common characteristics such as decay properties, as proved in the next
lemma.

Lemma 4.4. There are constants C, 101,12 > 0 depending only on n and y such that

n—2y

[Ve,oo(x)| <Ce 2 foranyx e X\BN(O,QO) 4-11)
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and

—2y+2mp —2y+2np

|V Ve,00(X)] < Cgo_me 2 and  |ON Ve, go (x)]| < Cp(;"l(e 2

forx = (%, xy) € X N (BN (0,200) \ BN (0, 00)). Also we have VVe oo =0in X\ BN (0, 200).
Proof. We observe from (A-1) and (4-10) that

n—2y—+29

j| < C(en_zzy + GT) < Cen_zzy
Qol

for all oo < |x| <20¢ and some ¥ € (0, 1), so (4-11) follows. One can derive (4-12) by making the use
of (A-1), (A-3) and (A-4). We leave the details to the reader. O

—2y

5 én— n >
|V€sQO('x)| = CQ’(l) y[(gn 2)/) ‘VVG(X) n,y | |n 2)’
0

Now we assert the following proposition, which suffices to conclude that the fractional Yamabe problem
is solvable in this case.

Proposition 4.5. For n > 2y and y € (0,1), let (X", gT) be a Poincaré—Einstein manifold with
conformal infinity (M", [h]) such that (1-9) has the validity. Assume also that M is locally conformally
flat. If Conjecture 1.6 holds and A > 0, then

0< i}{[cpe,go] < AY(S", [gc)).

where T ;: is the y-Yamabe functional defined in (1-11), and AY (S", [g¢]) > O is the constant defined in
(1-16).

Proof. The proof is divided into three steps.

Step 1: estimation in X N BN (0, 09). Applying (1-15), (1-16), (4-8), (A-3), (A-4), Lemma A.2 and
integrating by parts, we obtain

1-2y 2
K,,/ Xy |VW€|gdvg
XNBN(0,00)
n—2y

< AY(S", [gc])(/ wf+! d)_c) '
B"(0,00)

W,
+Ky/ xy VW 5dS+0(/ Xy 2y|VWe|2dx) (4-13)
XN3BN (0,00) d B"(0,00)

=0(oy" ")

where v is the outward unit normal vector and d.S is the Euclidean surface measure. On the other hand, if
we write g7 = Xy (de + hxy ), then

E(xn) = -2 —2p)x3”" w(h; ) anhyy) = O %) (4-14)

in X N BN (0,200); see (2-5). Therefore

Ky / E(xn)W2dvg = 003 "), (4-15)
XﬂBN(O,QQ)
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Step 2: estimation in X \ BV (0, 0g). By its own definition (4-9) of the test function D¢ o, its energy on
X can be evaluated as

(0172 [V e g2 + E(p) @2 ,,) dvg

/X\BN(O,QO)

/X\BN(O )(pl_zy(V(Ve?goG)’ VG)z + E(p)VG?QOG2 + p1_2y|VV6,90|2(G — XQ(J\IJ)Z) dvg
7Q0

p' 7 (3(VV2 V(—ZGXQOLIJ-i—XéO\IJz)) ) dvg

+/ , i
XN (BN (0,200)\ BV (0.00)) ©eo &

P 2V 00 IV (oo W) =2{VG, V(200 ¥)) ) dvg

“)
XN(BN(0,200)\BN (0,00))

E(p)V2

€,00

+/ (2, W2 —2Gyp, V) dvg,
XN(BV (0,200)\ BN (0.20)) @0 0

where G = G(-,0). From (1-20), (1-22), (4-14) and Lemma 4.4, we see that

1-2y 2 2 _
K (0" VP gl5 + E(p) P ) dv
)4 s/)(\BN(O,Q()) €00lg €,00 g

< —K

_ G —(n—2y—
xllv 2y VEZQOG a_(l + O(XnN)) ds + Cen—2y+2772g0 (n—2y—242n1)
’ v

/XﬂaBN(O,Qo)
i Cen—2y+n2Q§in{152)’}+1—m + Cengr(l)rlin{1,2)’}+2y—771 + Cen—ZVleiﬂ{lsZV}’ (4-16)

where C > 0 depends only on 7, y, 01 and p». For instance, we have

/ p1_2y|VVE,Q0|2(G_XQ0\I})2 dvg
X\BN(OrQO)

1

1-2y . n—2y+2n> 22y—1) _n+2yy .
. (e TN € ) |x|2(1—27)

—2m
<Co /
0 BN (0,200)\B" (0,00) N

— —(n—2y—2+4+2
SC(G" 2y+2n200(n y—2+ 771)+€n+2y

+ 1) dx
Q5n+6)’| log QO|) < Cén—2y+2n295("—2)/—2+2771)

for 0 < € < g¢ small. The other terms can be managed in a similar manner.

Step 3: conclusion. By combining (4-13), (4-15) and (4-16), we deduce

Ky /X(,Ol_zywq)e,go@ +E(p)<I>§,QO) dvg

n—2y

2\ 7 _ W, 9G
< AV(S",[g )(/ wp'de) +K / X 2V(W —V? G—) ds
B 000" P IxnoN e N\ v 00T gy

. =1
+Cen2r g2 (4-17)
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Let us compute the integral of I over the boundary X N dB™ (0, o) in the right-hand side of (4-17).
Because of Lemma A.1 and (1-22), one has

n—2y
Qn,y &n,y (n—2y)e 2
2(n—2y)+1
Qo

n—2
oW, G - _ozn,y(n —2y)eTy

—(n—2y) -1
— —Vego + +4
I €,00 oy — Q8_2y+1 (gn,)/ oh) )

n—2y —(n— n—=2y : _
L +191Q0(n ZV—H—H}I)—FCE . ann{O,Zy 1}

n—2y

— € 2
< —dn,y gnj, (n —Zy)A? + Ce

n=2Y  min{0,2y—1 n—2y —(n—2y+1+9
> ann{ Y }+C€ > +l9100(n y+1+91)

on {|x| = o} for some ¥}; € (0, 1). Therefore using the fact that Wj(x) > %an,ye”_zzy Qa("_zy) on

{|x] = 00}, we discover

~ Ve,

/ IdS:[ xl_zy[W(%—V a—G)
XN3BN (0,00) XN0BN (0.00) \ oy ©20 gy

2
< _Oln_,y (I’l — 2)/) (/ lev—z)/ dS)Ae”_z” + Cen—Zer(;lin{l,Zy}
8n,y 4 34BN (0,1)

q,] as

+ Cen—2y+z91 Qo—(n—2y+l91)‘

Now the previous estimate, (4-17), (1-16) and the assumption 4 > 0 yield that

_ a2, /S i g1
I7[®@c gp] = AY(S". [gc]) — (%) (300 —2y))- | 5 |B(l —y, in)- A"
n,y Y
+ Cen—Znglin{lazy} + Cén—2y+01 QO—("—2V+191)

< AV(S" [gc)).

where B is the beta function. Additionally the last strict inequality holds for 0 < € <« g¢ small enough. O

4C. 2-dimensional case. We are now led to treat the case when (M, [l;]) is a 2-dimensional closed
manifold.

Fix an arbitrary point p € M and let X = (x1, x2) be normal coordinates at p. Since X is Poincaré—
Einstein, it holds that A() = 0 in (4-7), whence we have

gij(%,xn) =8+ 0(x[>) and [g|=1+0(|x|?) for (X¥,xy) e RN (01,02) C X, (4-18)

where the rectangle R (01, 02) is defined in the line following (4-7).

With Proposition B in the Introduction, the next result will give the validity of Theorem 1.7 if n = 2.

Proposition 4.6. For y € (0, 1), let (X3, g7) be a Poincaré—Einstein manifold with conformal infinity
(M2, [h]) such that (1-9) holds. If Conjecture 1.6 holds and A > 0, then

0 < I7[®e gp] < A”(S%. [ge))

for the test function ®¢ o, introduced in (4-9).
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Proof. We compute the error in X N B f (0, 0g) due to the metric. As in (4-13) and (4-15), one has

/ xy Y IVW2 dvg-=/ x}v‘2V|vm|2dx+0(f lev_zy|x|2|VWe|2dx)
XNBN(0,00) XNBN(0,00) XNBN(0,00)

=0(0y” 227)

and

E(xy)W2dvz = 0( / Xy YW dx) = 0(03 2727
X

/XmBN(o,go) NBN (0,00)

from (4-18). Therefore the error arising from the metric is ignorable, and the same argument in proof of
Proposition 4.5 works. U

Appendix A: Expansion of the standard bubble W ¢ near infinity

This appendix is devoted to finding expansions of the function W; = Wj o, defined in (1-13), and its
derivatives near infinity. Specifically we improve [Choi and Kim 2017, Lemma A.2] by pursuing a new
approach based on conformal properties of Wj.

For the functions W and x - VIW;, we have:
Lemma A.1. Suppose that n > 2y and y € (0, 1). For any fixed large number Ro > 0, we have

an,y(n—2y) - C
|x|n—2y — |x|n—2y+191

o
Wi) = Ty | + 5 V) + (A-1)

for |x| = Ry, where numbers 91 € (0, 1) and C > 0 rely only on n, y and Ry.

Proof. Given any function F in [R{Z_X , let F* be its fractional Kelvin transform defined as

1 by
* N
F*(x)= X727 F(|x|2) for x e Ry .

Then it is known that W;* = W;. Let us claim that (x - VW1)*(0) = —op,p(n —2y) and (x - VIW)* is
C in the x-variable and Holder continuous in the x -variable. Since

XV INN WL = —(1=2p)xy AN Wi —xy Y Az in RY,
we have
—div(xy ' V(x-VW)) =0 in RY,
O (x- VW) = Y7, xi 0, 05 Wi 4 OY Wi —limyy 0 X 2" ONN WA
=p Y1 xidy, (W) +2yw? on R”.

Employing [Fall and Weth 2012, Proposition 2.6; Caffarelli and Silvestre 2007] and doing some computa-
tions, we obtain that

—diV(x}\, YV (x-VIW)*) =0 in [R{fi\_',

n+2y+2

2y|%|? —
az(x-vwl)*=(_A)V(x~VW1)*=a,€,y( VX —n )onw.
1+ |22
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Therefore (x - VW1)* has regularity stated above, and according to Green’s representation formula,

1 2y151* —n _
dy = —oy ,(n—2y).
n | 7|2y <(1 N |J7|2)n+22y+2 y ny( Y)

(x-VIW1)*(0) = af,ygn,y/
R

This proves the assertion.
Now we can check (A-1) with the above observations. By standard elliptic theory, there exist constants
c1,...,cnN > 0 such that

n
(W (x) = oty | + [ (- VIV * (%) 4+ an,y (n = 2y) | < Z cilxi| + ch}z,l (A-2)
i=1
for any |x| < Ry 1 and some ¥ € (0, 1). Hence, by taking the Kelvin transform in (A-2), we see that the
desired inequality (A-1) is valid for all |x| > Ry. |
Additionally we have the following decay estimate of the derivatives of Wj.

Lemma A.2. Assume that n > 2y and y € (0, 1). For any fixed large number Ry > 0, there exist constants
C > 0 and ¥ € (0, min{1, 2y }) depending only on n, y and Ro such that

) an,y(n—2y)x C
ViWi(x) + |x[Pm2rH2 | T |xp2r+itde (A-3)
and
2y—1
On,y(n—2y)xN 1 X7
‘aNWl (x) + |x[7—27+2 = x[—2v+2 + x| +27 (A-4)
for |x| = Ro.

Proof. The precise values of the constants py, y, @s,, and k,, which will appear during the proof, are
found in (1-23).

Step 1: By (1-13), (1-14) and Taylor’s theorem, it holds that

1 _ g
i W1(x) = pn,y / —————y diwi (X —xny)dy
R (|y2+1) 2
1 _ _ _ -
= Pny / P —EE T [3iw1(—xNY) + 0w (=xNY)x; + 0(|x|2)] dy
R" (Iy[*+1) 2
1 _ _ _ _
= pn,y/ — iy [9:iw1(0)x; + O((xn|7)72|%]) + 0(x*]dy
Ry +1) 2

=~y (n—2y)x; + O(|x|'T72)

for x| < Ry 1. Here we also used the facts that the C2(R")-norm of w; and the C%2(R")-norm of
dijwp are bounded for some ¥, € (0, min{1, 2y}). On the other hand, the uniqueness of the y-harmonic
extension yields that (0; Wq)* = 9; W; fori = 1,...,n. Therefore

an,y(” —2y)x;

C
|x|n—2y+2 = ‘(31' Wl)*(x) +Oln,y(n —Zy)xlf"‘ < C(lxll—i-z?z)* <

;Wi (x) + —W

for |x| > Ro, which is the desired inequality (A-3).
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Step 2: If y = %, it is known that

n—1

1 z
+1)2) for all ()E,xN)EIR{N,

|X|2 + (xn

Wi(x,xny) = O‘n,%(
from which (A-4) follows. Therefore it is sufficient to consider when y € (0, 1) \ {%} In light of duality
[Caffarelli and Silvestre 2007, Section 2.3], we have
{ —divoey 2TV P ay W) =0 inRY,

Xy yaNle—K_lwf on R”.

Hence if we define

1 X
*ok _ N
F™7(x)= 27 F(|x|2) for x € RY
for an arbitrary function F in RV , then
—div(xy 2TV Iy W) =0 in RY,
-2
(x}v‘ZVanl)** = —af’yx;l% on R”.
+]x?) =
This implies
—_ _ _ —_ 1 1 - 2_2 2
Gy O W) o) = = pay i [ A0 x|+ P)
v Sy PRI o I () !
=~y (1=2) x5 2 +0(xy Y |x|+|x[?) (A-5)

for all |x| < Ry!. Accordingly, we have
o,y (n — 2)/)x]2V_2y

1-2y
Xy onWi(x)+ |x|n_2y+2

22y 1
<c(2n +
- |x|n—2y+3 |x|n+2y

for |x| > Ry. Dividing the both sides by xll\,_zy finishes the proof of (A-4). O

Appendix B: Some integrations regarding the standard bubble Wy ¢ on [RZ_'Y

The following lemmas are due to Gonzélez and Qing [2013, Section 7] and the authors [Kim et al. 2015,
Section 4.3].

Lemma B.1. Suppose that n > 4y — 1. For each xy > 0 fixed, let Wi (&, xN) be the Fourier transform
of W1(x, xn) with respect to the variable x € R". In addition, we use K, to signify the modified Bessel
function of the second kind of order y. Then we have

Wi(€,xn) = W1 () o(|&|xn) forall € € R" and xp > 0,

where ¢(t) = d1tY K, (t) is the solution to

B0+ Y1) =0, 9(0) =1 and §(o0) =0, (B-1)
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and w1 (1) := w1(|§]) = d2|§|7Y Ky (§]) solves
" 1+2V 4 . 2 : +1 ¢
")+ —¢d'(1)—¢p(t)=0 and lim V() + lim Y7 2e'Pp(r) <C (B-2)
t t—0 t—00

for some C > 0. The numbers dy, dp > 0 depend only on n and y.

Lemma B.2. Let
o0 o0
Aq :/ 172 2 (1) dt, Bq :/ 17T 2" dt,
0 0

o0 o0
A, :/ 1" o(t)¢'(t)dt, B :/ 17T (1) W ()" dt, (B-3)
0 0

o0 o0
Al = / V(g (1))2dt, B = / (2 (), ()2 de
0 0
for o e NU{0}. Then
a+2 a+1\* L1 a+1 ! a+1 a—1 \!
Ag = . — A = — — A’ — _ A"
(T ] e (5] = (557) (557 )

fora odd,a > 1 and

o 4(n —a + 1)Bo—s 2B,
T h—a)n+2y—a)(n—2y—a)  n+2y—a’
_2 _ B//
gy = (1= =B

n+22y—o+2

for a even, o > 2.

Proof. Apply (B-1), (B-2) and the identity

00 a—1
/ " lu)u' (1) dt = ——/ 1“7 2u(r)? dt,
0 2 Jo

which holds for any o > 1 and u € C!(R) decaying sufficiently fast. O

Utilizing the above lemmas, we compute some integrals regarding the standard bubble W; and its
derivatives. The next identities are necessary in the energy expansion when nonminimal conformal
infinities are considered. See Section 2B.

Lemma B.3. Suppose thatn > 2 and y € (0, %) Then

/ xlz\,_z)/|VW1|2 dx =
R

N
+

1-2
2-27 (9 Wi)2 _ 14 27 2
1+2V/MXN (O W)"dx == /MXN L < 0o

Proof. Refer to [Choi and Kim 2017, Lemma 6.3]. O

The following is used in the energy expansion for the nonumbilic case. Refer to Sections 2C and 2D.
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Lemma B.4. Forn > 2+ 2y, it holds that

_ 3
]:11=/ xl 2yW2dx=—|§”_1|A3Bz,
Y VT 2(1-y2)
_ 3
For = S VW 2 dx = —— SV A3 Ba,
= [P dx = 18 s
.7:32 = /N xf\,_z”(arWl)z dx = |§n_1|A3Bz,
RY
.7:42 = /N x?\,_zyr(arwl)(ar,Wl)dx = —%nlgn_llA:;Bz,
RY
_ 5n3 —dn(1+y2) +4(1—4y?) _,_
. 3-2y 2 2 n—1
Fs:= 0rr W1)*dx = S |A3 B>,
5 /RﬁxN = (0, W1)” dx 20— 1) | |A3 B2
2)(3n% —6n + 4 —4y?
]-'6::/ 127,20, )% doy = L EDOT 00T AT oy,
RY N 8(n—1)(1-y?)
_ +2)(3n%2 —6n+4—4y%)
Fy: = 222112 W) By Wh) dix = — S""!|A3B,,
7 /RQIXN re(0r W1)(0rxy W) dx 80— 1)(1+7) | |A3 B2
. 3-2y 2 2 Q—y)(5n® —4n(2 =2y +y*) +8(1 —y —2y?)) .,
Fgi= drxy W1)2dx = S"1143B,.
= [ W dx R 514385

+

Here r = |X|, and the positive constants A3 and By are defined by (B-3).

Proof. The values F1, F», F3 and Fg were computed in [Gonzélez and Qing 2013; Kim et al. 2015], so
it suffices to consider the others.

Step 1: calculation of F4. Integration by parts gives

]-“4—/ S0, W) (@0rr Wh) dx = |S™ 1|/ 3 ZV(;/ r"ar(arWl)zdr) dxy
0

oo
=|s"" 1|/ v ZV( ”/ r"_l(arWl)zdr) dxy =—5F3=—2|S"""|43B,.
0

Step 2: calculation of Fs. Since AxW; = W'+ (n —1)r ='W/ (where  stands for the differentiation
in r), it holds that

/RN X 2V rA Az W) dx = Fs 4+ 2(n— 1) Fa + (n—1)2F;. (B-4)
+

By the Plancherel theorem, Lemma B.1 and the relation

Ae(EP01(1ED@(ElxN))
=2n1p + (n +2—=2y)|E|W]@ + (n + 2+ 2y) [E[D1¢'x N + |EP D19 + 2|EPD1¢'x N + [E]* D10,
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where the variable of w; and W] is ||, that of ¢ and ¢’ is |§|xy, and " represents the differentiation with
respect to the radial variable ||, we see

3=2y 2/ A _ 2
/Rﬁ Xy Tro(AzWr)Tdx

_ / v / (=Ag)(IEPD1(IEDe(8lxn)) - (15171 (1§D (Elxw)) dE dxy

= |S" | [2nA3B2 + (n +2—2y)A3B| + (n + 2+ 2y) A} B> + A3 Bo + 24, B + AsB>)].
Therefore Lemma B.2 implies

5n3 —20n2 4 4n(9—y?) —16(1 + p?)
20(n — 1)

/ xy Vr2(AzWi)?dx = |S"!| 43 B,.
Y

Now (B-4) and the information on F3 and F4 yield the desired estimate for Fs.

Step 3: calculation of F7 and Fg. Since the basic strategy is similar to Step 2, we will just sketch the

proof. We observe

00 00 n
Fr = %/ xx Vo (/ r2(8rW1)2d)_c) dxy = %/ Xy VN (Z[ %120y, Wl)zd)‘c) dxy
0 R 0 SR

=1 /0 xy N (; /R (A (Ei(EDe(Elxw)) - (siwl(mnwaaxm)ds) dxy.

=)

Owing to Lemmas B.1, B.2 and the expansion

(1 =—~+1) [ ax (el (5D ¢ (elen) + 306D (oIl d
- [ o (el e o gbe) + 206201 D (ol ) d
- [ o (it (e o) b)) s

one can compute the integral 77 = % fooo szv_zy (1) dxy to get its value given in the statement of the

lemma. Moreover,

o0
78 :/ Xy 2,,(/ |f|2|V5c(3NW1)|2d)€) dxn
0

:/O"O 3— 21’(2/ (= AS)(ézaNWﬂ ($,8NW1)d<’§) dxy.

i=1
The rightmost term is computable with Lemmas B.1 and B.2. O

The next lemmas list the values of several integrals which are needed in the energy expansion for the
umbilic case (see Sections 3B and 3C).
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Lemma B.S. Forn >3+ 2y, let
- 2=2y 172 - 4=2y 2 - 4-2y 2
]-'{ = /RN Xy W dx, ]-'é.— /[RN Xy [VW1i|“dx and ]-'é = [I;N Xp (0, W)~ dx,
+ + +
where r = |x|. Then
33—2y) 8
Fy="—"—""F = F5.
27 2 17342y

Proof. One can argue as in [Gonzdlez and Qing 2013, Lemma 7.2] or [Choi and Kim 2017, Lemma 6.3]. [

Lemma B.6. Forn > 44 2y, we have
4(n—3)

.7-"”:=/ X W2 gy = S" 1 43B,,
I VT e v L
_ 16(n—3)2—
lel :[ xzsv 2y|VW1|2 dx = (I’Z )( V) |Sn_1|A3B2,
Rf m—4Hn—-4-2y)(n—4+42y)
_ 16(n —3)(4—y2
= [ 0w dx = DY) jgn14,,.
RY S5n—4)y(n—4-2y)(n—4+2y)
_ 3n2 — 18n + 28 — 4y2
]_—4/::/ -x]l\] 2}’r2W12dx — n( n n+ Y ) 5 |Sn_1|A3Bz,
RY 2 =4 —4-2y)(n—4+2y)(1—-y*)
_ 3n% 4+ 2n(—=742y) —4(—4+3 2
]:5//::/ xi] 2y}’2|VW1|2dx=n( n“+ n( + V) ( + V+V )) |§n_1|A3B2,
RY (n—4)(n—4=2y)(n—4+2y)(1 +y)
2)(5n% —=20n + 16 — 4y2
fél::/ 3—-2y 2(8 W) dx (l’l+ )( n n—+ Y ) |Sn_1|A3B2,
Ri’ 5( —H(n—4-2y)(n—4+42y)
_ 8n(n—3)(4—y?) _
]—"”::/ 272 1 (3, W) (0yr Wh) dx = — S" 143 B,
7 RY Xy r(@r W), Wh) dx 5(n—4)(n—4—2)/)(n—4+2)/)| |43 B>
R 2)(Tn3 —14n% —4n(5 +y?) + 4 — 16y2
Rﬁ 35(n—4)(n—4-2y)(n—4+2y)
_ +2)2—y)(5n% —=20n + 16 —4y?)
F: = 42020 W) (e W) ot = — S"71 |43 B2,
I s ) e T B
and
]—'1”0:=/ X 2V By Wi)? dx
RY
42—y)B—y)(In3 —14n% —4n(6—2y +y2) +8(2 -3y —2¥?)) , n_1
= |§ |A3B2,

35(n—4)(n—4-2y)(n—4+2y)
where r = | x|, and the positive constants A3 and B are defined by (B-3).

Proof. The proof is analogous to those of Lemma B.4 and [Kim et al. 2015, Lemma 4.4], so we skip it. [
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Note added in the proof

(1) During the submission process, [Mayer and Ndiaye 2017] was posted on the arXiv. It proposes a
proof of Theorem 1.7 without the positivity assumption on the constant A. In particular, they computed
the expansion of a Green’s function (compare our Conjecture 1.6 and their Corollary 6.1) and applied the
Bahri—Coron-type topological argument in order to bypass the issue on 4.

(2) Recently, Remarks 1.2(4) and 1.4(3) were confirmed affirmatively by the first author of this paper
[Kim 2017].

(3) Suppose that n € N and y € (0, 1) satisfy C’(n, y) > 0, where C’(n, y) is the quantity defined in (2-12).
Moreover assume that (M™", [ﬁ]) is the conformal infinity of an asymptotic hyperbolic manifold (X, g©)
such that (1-9) and (1-18) hold, and the second fundamental form 7 never vanishes on M. Then the
solution set of (1-2) (with ¢ > 0) is compact in C%(M), as shown in [Kim et al. > 2018].
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