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LONG TIME BEHAVIOR OF THE MASTER EQUATION
IN MEAN FIELD GAME THEORY

PIERRE CARDALIAGUET AND ALESSIO PORRETTA

Mean field game (MFG) systems describe equilibrium configurations in games with infinitely many
interacting controllers. We are interested in the behavior of this system as the horizon becomes large, or
as the discount factor tends to 0. We show that, in these two cases, the asymptotic behavior of the mean
field game system is strongly related to the long time behavior of the so-called master equation and to the
vanishing discount limit of the discounted master equation, respectively. Both equations are nonlinear
transport equations in the space of measures. We prove the existence of a solution to an ergodic master
equation, towards which the time-dependent master equation converges as the horizon becomes large, and
towards which the discounted master equation converges as the discount factor tends to 0. The whole
analysis is based on new estimates for the exponential rates of convergence of the time-dependent and the
discounted MFG systems, respectively.
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Given a terminal time 7 and an initial measure mg, we consider the solution to the mean field game
(MFG) system

—ou’ — AuT + H(x, Du") = F(x,m") in (0, T) x T¢,
dmT — AmT —divim" H,(x, DuT)) =0  in (0, T) x T¢, (1)
mT 0, )=mg, u'(T,)=G(-,m"(T)) inT¢,

where T¢ is the d-dimensional flat torus R¢ /Zd, F, G are functions defined on T¢ x P(T%) (the space
of probability measures on T%) and H is a function, defined on T¢ x R?, which is convex in the second
variable.

Let us recall that this system appears in mean field games theory, introduced by Lasry and Lions [2006a;
2006b; 2007] and by Huang, Caines and Malhamé [Huang et al. 2006]. Mean field games are dynamic

MSC2010: 35B40, 35F21.
Keywords: mean field games, weak KAM theory, long time behavior.
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1398 PIERRE CARDALIAGUET AND ALESSIO PORRETTA

games with infinitely many players. The first equation in (1) can be interpreted as the value function
of a small player whose cost depends on the density m(¢) of the players, while the second equation
describes the evolution in time of the density of the players. Note that the first equation is backward in
time (and with a terminal condition) while the second one is forward, with the initial condition m(0) = my,
mo being the initial repartition of the players.

The study of the long time average of the MFG system was initiated in [Lions 2010] and then discussed
in several different contexts [Cardaliaguet et al. 2012; 2013; Cardaliaguet 2013; Cardaliaguet and Graber
2015; Gomes et al. 2010].

In [Cardaliaguet et al. 2013] the long time average of u’ is investigated when H(x, p) = %l r?
and F(x,m), G(x, m) satisfy suitable smoothing conditions with respect to the measure m. Then it is
proved that there exists a constant A € R such that the scaled function (s, x) — u” (T's, x) /T locally
uniformly converges to the map (s, x) — —As as T — oo on (0, 1) x T while the rescaled measure
(s,x) — mT (sT, x) converges to a time-invariant measure /m in L'((0, 1) x T?). The constant A and the
measure m are characterized as solutions of the ergodic MFG system; namely, there exists a unique triple
(A, ii, i) which solves

A—Aii+ H(x, Di) = F(x,m) inT¢,
—Am —div(mH,(x, D)) =0 inT9, (2)
m>0, ffym=1, [i=0 inT

and Du’ (sT, x) actually converges to Dii(x). The result holds under a monotonicity condition on F
and G:

/ (F(x,m)—F(x,m)(m—m')dx >0, / (G(x,m)—=G(x,m))(m—m')dx >0
T4 Td

for any m, m’ € P(T%). Moreover it is proved in [Cardaliaguet et al. 2013] that the convergence holds
with an exponential rate. Precisely, under some additional conditions on the smoothing properties of the
coupling terms F' and G, one has

lmT (t) — || co2va + | Du’ (t) — Dit|| c2a < C(e™ @ +e~@T D)

for some constants C, w > 0 and @ € (0, 1).

This paper is devoted to the long time behavior of u”, i.e., the convergence, as T — o0, of the map
(t,x) = ul(t,x) — A(T —1t). This question is inspired by results of Fathi [1997a; 1997b], Roquejoffre
[1998], Namah and Roquejoffre [1999] and Barles and Souganidis [2000] for Hamilton—Jacobi equations.
In that framework, it is known that if u solves the (forward) Hamilton—Jacobi equation

du—Au+ H(x, Du)=0 in (0, +00) x T?,

with associated ergodic constant A, then u(t, x) — At converges, as t — ~+00, to a solution i of the
associated ergodic problem. One may wonder what remains of this result for the MFG system.

The convergence of the difference ul(t,-)— X(T —1t),as T — oo, has been an open (and puzzling)
question since [Cardaliaguet et al. 2013]. We prove in this paper that the limit of u” (¢, -) — AM(T —1)
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indeed exists, although it cannot be described just in terms of the u-component of the MFG ergodic
system (2). In order to describe this long-time behavior, we have to keep track of the initial measure m.
To do so, we rely on the master equation, which is the following (backward) transport equation in the
space of measures:

—0:U—-AU+H(x,D,U)—F(x,m)
_ / div(DyU (1, %, m, y)) dm(y)
‘ﬂ'd

+/ D, U(t,x,m,y)-Hy(y, DyU(t,y,m))dm(y) =0 in (—00,0) x T¢ x P(T9), )
‘[rd

U, x,m) =G (x,m) in T¢ x P(TY).

In the above equation, the unknown U = U(¢, x, m) depends on time, space and the measure on the
space; moreover, the notation D,,U denotes a suitable derivative with respect to probability measures,
which will be described in Section 1A. Note that, in contrast with the MFG system, the master equation
is a classical evolution equation, so its long time behavior may be described in a usual form. We recall,
see [Lions 2010; Gangbo and Swiech 2015; Chassagneux et al. 2014; Cardaliaguet et al. 2019], that the
master equation is well-posed under the monotonicity condition on ¥ and G and that the MFG system (1)
plays the role of characteristics for this equation. Namely, if (u”, m”) solves (1), then

U(~T, x,mo)=u’ (0,x) forall xeT9.

Our main result (Theorem 5.1) states that U (z, -, - ) + At has a limit x = x (x, m) as t — —oo. This
limit solves (in a weak sense) the ergodic master equation

Rm A x Gy )+ (x, Dy (x, m))— / div(Dpx (x, m, ¥)) dm(y)
'|]'d

+/ Dy (x,m, y)-Hy(y, Dyx(y,m))dm(y) = F(x,m) in TYxP(T9). (4)
Td

As a consequence, the limit u? (0, -) — LT exists as T — oo and is equal to x (-, mp). Note that, in
general, uT(0,-)— AT does not converge to i, since it is not always true that x (-, mo) = u (even up to
an additive constant); this is however the case if my = m.

We are also interested in the infinite-horizon MFG system

—u® +8u’ — Au® + H(x, Du’) = F(x, m®(1)) in (0, +00) x T4,
dm® — Am® — div(m® H,(x, Du®)) =0 in (0, +00) x T?, )
m?®(0,-)=mg in (0, +00) x T¢, u® bounded.

In the first-order stationary Hamilton—Jacobi (HJ) setting, where the equation reads
Su®+ H(x, Du’) =0 inT9,

Gomes [2008] and Davini, Fathi, Iturriaga and Zavidovique [2016] have proved the convergence of

u® — 871X as § tends to 0 and characterized the limit. The result has been generalized to the second-order
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HJ setting by Mitake and Tran [2017]; see also [Le et al. 2017; Ishii et al. 2017]. In the viscous case, the
result is that, if u® solves the infinite-horizon problem

su’ — Aub + H(x, Du‘s) =0 in Td,
then u® — !X converges as § — 0 to the unique solution i of the ergodic cell problem
—Ai+H(x,Da)=0 inT¢

such that fw um = 0, where m solves
— A — div( Hpy(x, Di)) =0 inT¢, 7 >0, f =1
‘|]'d

Here again, one may wonder if such a result remains true for the infinite-horizon MFG system (5)
(which, in contrast with the Hamilton—Jacobi case, is time-dependent). As for the time-evolution MFG
problem, we rely on a master equation. Following [Cardaliaguet et al. 2019], this infinite-horizon master
equation takes the form'

sU° — A U® + H(x, D,U® —/ divy (D, U (x, m, y)) dm(y)
‘|Td

+/ D, U°(x,m, y)- Hy(y, D U%(y, m))dm(y) = F(x,m) in T xP(T%). (6)
‘[rd

Our second main result (Theorem 6.1) is that U® — 8! converges to the unique solution x of the master
ergodic problem (4) satisfying x (x, m) = u, where u is the unique solution of the ergodic MFG system (2)
for which the following (new) linearized ergodic MFG system has a solution (v, 1):

ﬁ—M+Hp(x,Dﬁ)-Dazg—Z(x,na)(m in T,
— A —div(@H, (x, Dii)) — div(it Hyp(x, Di)D7) =0 in T,
fwrd/lszﬁzo’

(the definition of the derivative § F//ém is explained in Section 1). This implies the convergence of
w0, ) — 8§71 to x (-, mg) as § tends to 0. Note that if F =0, i.e., in the Hamilton—Jacobi case, one
recovers the condition fvd um = ( by integrating the v-equation against the measure m. The MFG setting
is more subtle since it keeps track of the coupling between the equations.

Let us now say a few words about the method of proofs. As in the Hamilton—Jacobi setting, the
argument relies on compactness arguments and, therefore, on the regularity (Lipschitz estimates) for the
solution U of the master equation (3) and for the solution U? of the infinite-horizon master equation (6).
The main difficulty comes from the fact that these equations do not satisfy a comparison principle (in
contrast to the HJ equation). Moreover, as can be seen plainly from (3) and (6), the equations do not
provide easy bounds on the derivatives with respect to m of U and U°.

ISee in particular the comments in the introduction of [Cardaliaguet et al. 2019], which explain that the approach of that
work also applies to get the existence and uniqueness of solutions to this equation.
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The key Lipschitz estimates come from the fact that the characteristics (1) and (5) of these master equa-
tions stabilize exponentially fast in time to the solution of the ergodic MFG system (2) and, respectively,
to the solution of the time-invariant infinite-horizon problem

su® — A + H(x, Di®) = F(x,m%) inT9,
—Am® —div(m® H,(x, Di®)) =0 in T?, (7
Jram® =1

see Theorems 2.6 and 3.7 respectively. These exponential convergence rates were only known for system (1)
when H (x, p) = |p|?, see [Cardaliaguet et al. 2013], where the argument relied on some commutation
properties which do not hold for general Hamiltonians. To prove the exponential convergence in our
setting, we use a technique developed by one of us with E. Zuazua [Porretta and Zuazua 2013] to establish
the so-called turnpike property for optimal control problems. The exponential rate for the infinite-horizon
MFG system is new, but uses similar ideas.

The starting point of this analysis consists in studying the linearized MFG systems. For simplicity, let
us explain this idea for the time-dependent problem, i.e., for U. In this framework, the MFG linearized
system reads

—0;v—Av+ H,(x, Du)-Dv = g—:;(x, m)(u(t)) in (0, T) x T¢,

o — Ap —div(uH,(x, Du)) —divimHp,(x, Du)yDv) =0 in (0, T) x T,
8G .

w(0, -) = o, (T, x) = %(x, m)(u(T)) inT9,

where (u, m) is the solution of (1) and g is given. When (u, m) = (u, m), the analysis of the above
system (the exponential decay of the solutions) provides an exponential convergence of the solution of
the MFG system to (i, m) — at least, this holds true for the m-component. A very interesting point is
that this linearized system turns out to be also strongly related to the derivative of U with respect to m:
indeed, as explained in [Cardaliaguet et al. 2019], we have

/d 2—2“” x,mo, Y)po(y)dy =v(0,x) forall x € T.
T

Thus controlling v allows us to control the variations of U with respect to m. Once the Lipschitz
estimates for U and for U? are obtained, the construction of a corrector x (solution of the ergodic master
equation (4)) follows in a standard way; see Theorem 4.2.

However, the convergence of the solution of the time-dependent master equation (3) requires new ideas
since, in contrast with the Hamilton—Jacobi setting, see [Fathi 2008; Barles and Souganidis 2000], there
is no obvious quantity which is monotone in time; the reason is that the master equation does not satisfy
a comparison principle. To overcome this issue, we rely again on the exponential convergence rate from
which we derive a suitable convergence of the solution of the master equation when evaluated at m as
time tends to —oo (see Proposition 2.7). Then we obtain the convergence of the map U by a compactness
argument and using again the convergence of the characteristics.
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The convergence of U? is more subtle: the key point is that two solutions of the ergodic master equation
differ only by a constant. Thus we only have to show that U%(-, m) — 8~ A has a limit for some m. The
good choice turns out to be m = m?, where (i®, m®) solves (7); indeed, we have then U°( -, m%) = i®
and we expect (%, m®) to be close to (i, 71) in some sense, where (i1, m) satisfies (2). Actually a formal
expansion yields @@, m® =@ "A+ia+60+80v,m+8i1), where (9, v, 1) solves

12+9_—A17+Hp(x,D12)-D17:%(x,nﬁ)(;l) in T¢,
—Ap —div(H,(x, Dit)) — div(mH,,(x, Di)Dv) =0 in T¢,
Jra= [rav=0.

The rigorous justification is given in Proposition 6.5.

The paper is organized in the following way. In Section 1 we recall the notion of derivative in the
space of measures and state our main assumptions. We also recall some decay and regularity estimates
which hold separately for the two equations of the system and we provide the basic fundamental estimates
for (1) which are independent of the horizon 7. Section 2 is devoted to the exponential convergence
rate, as T — oo, of solutions of (1) towards the pair (i, m), a solution of (2). For this purpose, first we
develop decay estimates in L? for the linearized system, and then we export the estimates (in stronger

norms) to (u! — i, m”

— m) by using a fixed-point argument. A similar strategy is used in Section 3
for the infinite-horizon discounted problem (5); in this case we prove the exponential convergence as
t — oo towards the stationary pair (i, m?), a solution of (7). In both Sections 2 and 3, the analysis
of the linearized systems is a crucial step, and this will also play a key role in the study of the master
equations, both the time-dependent (3) and the stationary one (6), respectively. This is the content of
Sections 4-6. More precisely, in Section 4 we prove the existence of a solution to the ergodic master
equation, obtained as the limit, when § — 0, of a subsequence of solutions of (6). The long-time behavior
of the time-dependent master equation (3) is addressed in Section 5. Finally, the limit of the whole

sequence of solutions of (6) is proved in Section 6.

1. Notation, assumptions and preliminary estimates

1A. Notation and assumptions. Throughout the paper we work on the d-dimensional torus T :=R? /7;
this means that all equations are Z¢-periodic in space. This assumption is standard in the framework of
the long time behavior. We denote by P(T¢) the set of Borel probability measures on T¢, endowed with
the Monge—Kantorovich distance d;

dl(m,m/)zsup/ ddm—m')y forallm,m’ € P(TY),
¢ JTd

where the supremum is taken over all 1-Lipschitz continuous maps ¢ : T¢ — R.
For o € [0, 1], we denote by C* ([0, T], P(T4)) the set of maps m : [0, T] — P(T4) which are -Holder
continuous if o € (0, 1) and continuous if « = 0.
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Next we recall the notion of derivative of a map U : P(T¢) — R as introduced in [Cardaliaguet et al.
2019]. We say that U is C! if there exists a continuous map U /8m : P(T¢) x T¢ — R such that

1
U(m’)—U(m):// g—Z((l—I)m+tm/, V) d(m' —m)(y)dt forallm,m’ € P(TY).
0JTd

We observe that if U can be extended to L2(T¢) then vy (6U/ém)(m, y) is nothing but the representation
in L? of the Gateaux derivative of U computed at m. The fact that U is defined on probability measures,
i.e., with the constraint of mass 1, lets (§U/dm)(m, y) be defined up to a constant. We normalize the
derivative by the condition

/&(m,y)dm(y)zo for all m € P(T%). )
Td 8m

We write interchangeably (§U/ém)(m) () and fw (U /ém)(m, y)du(y) for a signed measure p with
finite mass.

When the map §U /ém = (§U /ém)(m, y) is differentiable with respect to the last variable, we denote
by D, U (m, y) its gradient:

sU
DInU(m9 y) = D}’%(””? y)

Let us recall [Cardaliaguet et al. 2019] that D,,U can be used to estimate the Lipschitz regularity of U in
the m-variable:

|U(m)—U(m")| <dy(m,m")| sup |D,U(m”, y)|] forall m, m’ e P(TY).
m’"€P(T4),yeTd

For p =1, 2, oo, we denote by || - ||.» the L? norm of a map on T¢ (we often use the notation | - ||s
for || - ||L=). For k € N and « € (0, 1), we denote by || - ||cx and || - || o+« the standard norm on the set of
maps defined on T¢ and which are, respectively, of class C* and of class C¥ with a k-th derivative which
is a-Holder continuous. By || - |[(ck+ey we mean the norm in the dual space:

PNl ey = SUP{/W OV, 1Y llcrre < 1}-

For a map ¢ depending of two spatial variables, we denote by ||¢ (-, - ) |lk+e.k'+o the supremum of the
a-Holder norm of the partial derivatives of order I < k and I’ < k' respectively of the map ¢.

Finally, if ¢ = ¢ (x), we systematically denote by (¢) := fw ¢ (x) dx the average of ¢.

If u: [0, T] x TY = R is a sufficiently smooth map, we denote by Du(z, x) and Au(t, x) its spatial
gradient and spatial Laplacian and by d,u(¢, x) its partial derivative with respect to the time variable. We
will also use the classical parabolic Holder spaces: for « € (0, 1), we denote by C*/%¢ the set of maps
which are a-Holder in space and «/2-Hélder in time and by C!+%/2.2+% the set of maps u such that d,u
and D?u are in C%/%,

Assumptions. The following assumptions are in force throughout the paper.
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(H) The Hamiltonian H = H(x, p) : T? x R? — R is of class C? and the function p — DIZJPH(x, p)is
Lipschitz continuous, uniformly with respect to x, and satisfies the growth condition

C'I;<D? H(x,p) <CI; forall (x, p) e T x R?. 9)

2
pp
Moreover we suppose that there exist 6 € (0, 1) and C > 0 such that

|Dy H(x, p)l < C(1L+|pD'™?, Dy, H(x, p)l < C(1+|p))? forall (x, p) e T xR (10)

This latter assumption is a little awkward, since it requires the quadratic part of H to be independent of
the space variable, but we actually need it in order to ensure uniform Lipschitz regularity of a solution u”
of (1) and of a solution u® of (5) independently of T and §: see Lemmas 1.5 and 3.6. If the same bounds
were available with different arguments, then we could get rid of this condition, since in the rest of the

paper we do not use it at all.

(FG) The coupling functions F, G : T¢ x P(T¢) — R are assumed to be of class C' and their first
derivatives satisfy the following Lipschitz conditions:

(FGa) F, G are twice differentiable in the x-variable and F,(x, m), Gy, (x, m) are bounded uniformly
in T¢ x P(TY).

(FGb) (6F/ém)(x,m,y), (§G/5m)(x, m, y) are differentiable with respect to (x, y) and Lipschitz con-
tinuous in T x P(T?) x T (i.e., globally Lipschitz in the three variables).

Even if this will not be strictly needed, an extra regularity condition is assumed in order to get to
smooth solutions of the master equation as stated in [Cardaliaguet et al. 2019]. Namely we assume that:

(FGc) For any o € (0,1), F(-,m) and (6F/ém)(-,m, -) are of class C*te in all space variables,
uniformly in 72, and 8 F /8m is Lipschitz continuous in m with respect to C>*% in space. The same
holds for G in norm C37¢,

(FGd) The maps F and G are assumed to be monotone: for any m € P(T%) and for any centered Radon
measure 4,

//g—F(x,m,y)u(X)M(y)dxdyZO, //g—G(x,m,y)u(x)u(y)dxdyZO- (1D)
¢ Ja Om T4 JTe O

Let us comment upon our assumptions.

The regularity of H as well as the uniform convexity with respect to the second variable are standard
in MFG theory. Here these assumptions are all the more important because we make systematic use of
the duality inequality, see [Lasry and Lions 2007], which provides uniqueness and quantified stability for
the MFG system under this strong convexity assumption.

The regularity assumption on § F/ém (and on G /3m) allows for instance inequalities of the form

[SEcmw)|

o= Clillc2y

for any m € P(T?) and any distribution p on T<.
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The monotonicity assumption (11) implies (and, under our regularity assumptions, is equivalent to) the
more standard one

/(F(x,m)—F(x,m/))d(m—m/)(x)ZO, /(G(x,m)—G(x,m’))d(m—m/)(x)20
Td Td

for any measures m, m’ € P(T?). This condition ensures the well-posedness of the MFG system (1) for
large time intervals and the well-posedness of the ergodic MFG system (2). Without this assumption,
these MFG systems may have several solutions and the long time average (and a fortiori the long time
behavior) of the MFG system (1) is not known.

Let us illustrate our assumptions by examples. The Hamiltonian functions we have in mind are for
instance of the form

H(x,p)=21pP+ V@) p+gkx),

where V : T¢ — R is a smooth vector field and g : TY — R is a smooth map. Typical examples of
coupling maps F and G satisfying our conditions take the form

Q(x,m) =[¢p(-, (pxm)(-))*p](x),

where » denotes the usual convolution product in R¢, ¢ : R> — R is smooth and nondecreasing with
respect to the second variable and p : R? — R is a smooth, even function with compact support; see for
instance Example 2.3.1. in [Cardaliaguet et al. 2019].

Let us stress that, in the following, we will denote generically by C possibly different constants
appearing in the estimates which depend on the data F, G and H through the above assumptions. In
particular, those constants will depend on the sup-norm of Fy,, Gy, (which are bounded uniformly with
respect to x and m from (FGa)), the Lipschitz constants of § F'/ém, §G /dm and the conditions (9)—(10),
respectively. Actually, those constants will also depend on the unique solution 4, i, 712 of (2), but this
triple is also meant as (uniquely) depending on the data F, G and H, so we will not mention this kind of
dependence otherwise.

1B. Preliminary estimates. We will use throughout the text the following estimates on linear equations
which are independent of the time horizon. The first one is about linear equations in divergence form; see
[Cardaliaguet et al. 2013, Lemmas 7.1 and 7.6].

Lemma 1.1. Let V be a bounded vector field on (0, T) x T¢, let B € L*((0, T) x T¢) and let | be the
solution to

{atu—A,u+div(;LV) =div(B) in(0,T) x T9, (12)

n(0) = po inT9,

with [1q o = 0.
There exist constants w > 0 and C > 0, depending only on ||V || 0, Such that

t 1/2
IIM(t)IILZSCe“”IIMoIILerC[/O ”B(S)Hizds] .
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If B =0, we also have, forany t > 0,
@ lloo < Cre™ llpollyr  forallt > <,

where the constant C; depends on T and ||V ||« only.

The second lemma is about a viscous transport equation; see [Cardaliaguet et al. 2013, Lemmas 7.4
and 7.5].

Lemma 1.2. Let V be a bounded vector field, A € L*((0, T) x T%) and v be the solution to the backward
equation
—v—Av+V-Dv=A in(0,T)x T (13)

There exist constants w > 0 and C > 0, depending only on ||V ||, such that
(@) = )2 < Ce T u(T) — (u(T))ll 2+ C / ' e O A(s) 2 ds
t
and, if A € L®((0, T) x T9),
lo(®) = (W)= < Ce T Nu(T) — ((T)) L~ +C / ' e O A®s) || L= dis,

where (¢) = fw ¢ for any map ¢. Moreover, forany 0 <t <ty <T,
(to = DIIDv (@)l 2 < C(to — 1+ D)(lv(t0) = (W)} |12 + 1Al 221,100 79y F 1V = )l L2 ((1,10) T ) -
We note for later use a simple consequence of Lemma 1.1:
Corollary 1.3. Let V and B be (time-independent) vector fields. Then any L? solution of
—Ap+div(uV) =div(B) in T,

with [7, ;v = 0, satisfies
lllgr < CliBl L2,

where C depends only on ||V | co.
Proof. 1t is enough to apply Lemma 1.1:
Ilwllz < Ce™llpl 2+ ClIBIl 212,

Choosing ¢ large enough, this gives
lll2 = ClIB L2-

Then, multiplying the equation by u, the standard energy estimate gives

IDplizz < UV oo llpell 2 + 1 Bll 21,
which gives the result. U

We conclude this section with a further bound for the solutions of the Fokker—Planck equation.
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Lemma 1.4. Let V be a bounded vector field on (0, T) x T¢ with bounded space derivatives and p be a
weak solution to (12) with B = 0. Then, for any T > 0,

@) lloo < Cre™ llpoll(c2vay forallt >,
where w is given by Lemma 1.1, o« € (0, 1) and C; > 0 depends on ||V || L=, | DV |1~ and T.

Proof. Let T > 0 and v be the solution to the transport equation

{—8,v—Av—|—V~Dv:0 in (0, 7) x T?,

(T, x) = v (x) in T9, (14

where v, is in C*®(T¢). One easily checks that
sup [v() 2 + 1DVl 20,0y xTe) < Cllvellz2,
t

where C depends on || V||« and T only. Standard parabolic regularity [LadyZenskaja et al. 1968, Theo-
rem III.11.1] then implies

| Dvll carzajo,z/21xT¢) < Clivell L2
for some « and C depending on ||V ||« and 7 only. For any i € {1, ..., d}, the derivative vy, solves
—dvy, —Avy, +V-Du, + V. -Dv=0 in (0,7/2) x T9.
By parabolic regularity [LadyZenskaja et al. 1968, Theorem III.11.1], we infer that
1DVl carza 0, /4174y < CIIDV| oo 0,272 %74y < Cllve 12

for some « and C depending on ||V ||, [PV |lcc and t only. We have, since (14) is the dual equation

of (13),
fvru(r)=/ v(0) dpo(x).
‘[d ‘[rd

So taking the supremum over v, such that ||v;| ;2 <1, we infer that
I 12 = Cellptollcosay  for all T >0,

We can then derive the conclusion by Lemma 1.1. (I

1C. Regularity of the MFG system. The aim of this section is to provide additional basic estimates on
the solution to the MFG system

—u+r—Au+H(x,Du)=F(x,m) in(0,T)x T4,
dm — Am — div(mH,(x, Du)) =0 in (0, T) x T¢, (15)
m(@,-)=my, u(T,-)=g in T,
where mq € P(T). Let us recall that A € R is the unique ergodic constant and (i, 7i7) the unique solution
to the ergodic MFG system (2).
The following estimates have been mostly well known since [Cardaliaguet et al. 2013], but we collect
them for the sake of completeness. The whole point is to get estimates which are independent of the
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time horizon or of the discount rate. For this purpose we rely on conditions (9)—(10), as well as on the
smoothing assumption (FGa) for the couplings.

Lemma 1.5. For any M > 0, there exists a constant C > O such that for any horizon T > 0, if (u, m) is a
solution to the MFG system (15) and ||g|| c2ray < M, then

[Dulloc = C.

Proof. As in Lemma 3.2 in [Cardaliaguet et al. 2013], the proof relies on the uniform semiconcavity of
the solution. Let us recall that, for any smooth map ¢ € C*®(T%), we have

ID¢lloc <d'/* sup (D*¢(x)z-2)+. (16)

xeT4, |z]<1

Let & with || < I be a direction for which Cy := sup, ., D?u(t, x)& -£ is maximal (and thus nonnegative).
We set w(t, x) = D?u(t, x)& - & = uge (¢, x). Then w solves

—0,w—Aw+Hgg (x, Du)+2Hgp(x, Du)-Dug+H,,(x, Du)Dug-Dug+Hp,(x, Du)-Dw = Fgg (x, m(1)).
If the maximum of w is reached at 7, then
Co <max D*g(x)é -£ <M.
xeTd

Otherwise, one has at the maximum point (¢, x) of w:

Hee(x, Du) +2Hg,(x, Du) - Dug + Hpp(x, Du)Dug - Dug < Fee(x, m(1)),
where by our standing assumptions on H we have

Heg (x, Du) > —C(1+ |Du))'*,

H,p(x, Du)Dug - Dug +2Hg,(x, Du) - Dug > C~'|Dug|* — C(1 + | Du|)*.

Since (16) implies || Du|l < d'/?Cy, we deduce that
—C(1+C)'" —C(1+Co)* +C7'Dug* < C

and since |Dug| > Cyp at the maximum point of w(z, x), because 6 < 1 we conclude that C is bounded.
By (16), we infer the Lipschitz estimate for u. O

Remark 1.6. Thanks to Lemma 1.5, the drift H,(x, Du) in the Fokker—Planck equation is uniformly
bounded. As a consequence, as it is well known (see, e.g., in [Cardaliaguet 2010, Lemma 3.4]), the
solution m satisfies the following Holder continuity estimate in time:

di(m(r), m(s)) < C|t —s|'/*> forallz,s € (0, T) such that |r —s| <1, (17)

for some constant C independent of 7.
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Next result exploits the stability of the system which stems from the monotonicity of F and the convexity
of H; see [Lasry and Lions 2007]. In particular, whenever H is uniformly convex, as is assumed in (9),
the following estimate holds for any pair of solutions (u;, m) and (u,, m,) of the system (15):

Cl/ (m1+mz)|D(u1—uz)|2§—%/ (U1 —uz)(my —ma). (18)
Td Td

Lemma 1.7. For any ¢ > 0 and M > 0, there exist times T>1>0 (depending only on ¢, M and the data
of the problem) such that, if T > T and if (u, m) is a solution to the MFG system (15) and ||g||c2(re) < M,
we have, for some o € (0, 1),

lm(t) — m|ce + || Du(t) — Du||ce <& forallte[t,T —t].

Proof. We follow closely the argument of Lemma 3.5 of [Cardaliaguet et al. 2013] (in the case H = | >
and, for this reason, we only sketch the proof. By Lemma 1.5, u is uniformly Lipschitz continuous in
space, with a Lipschitz constant depending only on the regularity of H, F and on || Dg|lsc + | D*g|lco-
So, by Lemma 1.1, we have

sup [[m(t)fleo < C,

t>1

where C depends only on ||H, (-, Du(-))|lc, and thus only on the data. Applying (18) to (u, m) and
(i, m), and using m > 0 in T4, we have

CI/ ||D(u(t)—ﬁ)||izdt§—|:/Td(u(t)—ﬁ)(m(t)—n_1):| : (19)

5] n

Thus
T
/ ID(u(t) — )7 dr < C,
0

because u is uniformly Lipschitz continuous in space and m(¢) and m are probability measures. In
particular, if T > 3¢~ !, there exist times t; € [1,671], r, € [T — &1, T such that

ID(u(t;) —i)|2 < Ce'/? fori=1,2. (20)

Coming back to (19), we infer by Poincaré’s inequality that

T—-1/e [5)
c! / I D) — i) di < C / 1D — )P di
1/e n
< D) = )2 Im(tr) = g2 + | D) — D) 2 lm (e2) — 2
< Cel/?,

As 1 :=m — m satisfies

o — Ap —div(uH,(x, Du)) = —divim(H,(x, Du) — H,(x, Du))), 21
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and still using the fact that Du is bounded, we have from Lemma 1.1 that, for any ¢t € [1/e, T — 1/¢],

T—1/¢

1/2
m(t) — |2 < Ce VO m(1/e) —m| 2+ CU ID () —i)ll3. dt}
1

< C(em 1D 41/, "

So we can choose t large enough (depending only on &, on the data and on M) such that the right-hand
side is less than Ce'/*ifre[t —1,T — 1/¢€].

Let us now upgrade this inequality into an L°° estimate for the interval [t, T — 1/¢]. For this, we recall
from (21) that u solves a parabolic equation of the type

o — A —div(ub + B) =0,

where b is bounded in L* and B is bounded in L” for any p > 2 since

T—1/e T-1/e T—1/e
/ IBOIL, < Cf ID(u(r) —u)|” < C/ |D(u(t) —)|* < Ce'/?,
/e /e T /e T

1/4

where we used the global bound for Du(¢). Since we already know that || (¢)] ;2 < Ce'/*, by choosing

p sufficiently large we deduce (see, e.g., [LadyZenskaja et al. 1968, Theorem IIL.8.1, p. 196]) that u is
bounded in C*/%¢ for some « € (0, 1) and

@l <€ sup () 22 + I Bl Lo (16, 7—176)xTy) < C(!/* +£1/CP)
se(t—1,T—1/¢)

for any t € [t, T — 1/¢]. This concludes the bound for ||m(t) — m| ce. In order to prove the estimate
for u, let us note that v = u — u satisfies

—0v—Av+V . -Dv=F(x,m()) — F(x,m),
where V is the bounded vector field
1
Vi, x)= / H,(x,A\Du(t, x) + (1 —A)Du(x)) dA.
0
By Lemma 1.2 we have, fort € [1/e, T — 1/¢],
lv@) — (V) oo
T—1/¢
<Il(T = 1/&) = (o(T = 1/&)) e T ~1/*70 - C / e U F(x, m(1)) = F (x, m)l|oo ds
S C(e—w(T—l/é‘—l‘) +81/(2p)). !
Choosing t > 1/¢ large enough then implies
o) — (V) oo < Ce/CP forallt e[z, T —1).

Finally, we can replace the left-hand side by || Dv(¢)||c= by using again Lemma 1.2. Indeed, whenever v
satisfies
—v—Av+V-Dv=A
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with V, A bounded, we estimate, for any interval [¢, t + 1],

[Dv(®)llce =C  sup [[[v(s) = V() lloo + IA(S) [loo + [[Dv(s)][ 2]
se(t,t+1/2)

<C sup [[lv(s) — () oo + 1A 0]
se(t,t+1)

Since A = F(x,m(t)) — F(x, m), the previous estimates give the conclusion. O

2. Exponential rate of convergence for the finite-horizon MFG system

In this section we provide several convergence results with an exponential rate of convergence for finite-
horizon MFG systems. The results of this section extend to general Hamiltonians the main results of
[Cardaliaguet et al. 2013] (though requiring slightly stronger assumptions on the coupling F). Although
the results are interesting themselves, they are nevertheless motivated by the rest of the paper, in which
they play a central role.

The method of proof for these exponential rates differs completely from [Cardaliaguet et al. 2013],
where it relied on an algebraic structure of the linearized system. We start with the linearized systems and
first get a crude estimate on the solution. Using the monotonicity assumption, the duality method shows
that a suitable quantity is monotone in time and bounded (thanks to the rough estimate). A compactness
argument, borrowed from [Porretta and Zuazua 2013], then shows that the limit of this quantity must
vanish. We then use the linearity property of the system to get an exponential rate of convergence. The
nonlinear equations are treated as perturbations of the linear ones. Note that the key argument is inspired
by [Porretta and Zuazua 2013], where the long time behavior of optimality systems is analyzed by using
the stabilizing properties of the Riccati feedback operator. However, in contrast with that paper, our
system does not come from an optimal control problem in general, which makes a substantial difference.

2A. Estimates for the linearized system. We now study the linearized MFG system around the stationary
ergodic solution (u, m): namely, given ug, vr : T — R smooth with fw o = 0, we consider a solution

(v, ) to

—0,v—Av+ H,(x, Du)-Dv = g—ri(x, m)(u(t)) in (0, T) x T¢,
o — Ap —div(uH,(x, Du)) —div(mHp,(x, Du)Dv) =0 in (0, T) x T, (22)
n(0, ) =po, v(T,x)= %(x,rﬁ)(/x(T))Jrvr(X) in T

Thanks to the assumptions made upon § F'/dm and G /dm, and to the smoothness of (i, m), problem
(22) can be considered in a standard framework of weak solutions with finite energy, i.e., v,m €
L%((0, T); H'(T%)). Solutions will eventually be more regular, but we are not considering this issue
here; our main purpose, which is the following result, is to show the L? decay estimates for u and Dv,
assuming the same regularity on the initial-terminal conditions.
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Proposition 2.1. There exist Cy > 0, A > 0 such that, if (v, ) is a solution to the MFG linearized system
(22) with [y po = 0, then we have

IOl 2 + 1 Dv) 2 < Cole™ +e TN (||uoll 2 + | Dvrll2)  forallt €0, T).

Let us start the proof with a lemma which explains that the solution is uniformly bounded, with a
bound depending on ||uo|| ;2 only.

Lemma 2.2. There is a constant Cy > 0, depending only on the data H, F and G, but not on T, such that,
if (v, w) is a solution of the linearized problem (22), then

T
f IDv]|3,+ sup (I3 + 1Dv(@®)72) < Collpolls> + I Dvrll3,). (23)
0 t€l0,T]

Proof. Note that de w(t) =0 for any ¢. Multiplying the equation for v by u and the equation for i by v,
integrating in time and space and adding the resulting relations, we have, forany 0 <t; <t, < T,

/ /v qa dm OF (k. i, yyult, yyuie, x) dy dx di 12

—I—/ / mH,,(x, Du(x))Dv(t, x) - Dv(t, x) dxdt=—|:/ v,ui| , (29
151 Td Td

4]

so, by the monotonicity of F' and G, see assumption (11),

T
_1/0 IDv()7. dt < /Td(v(o) - (U(O)»MO_/W(UT — {vr)u(T)
= CUDvO) 2 llmoll 2 + [1Dvr | L2 |t (TH I 2) (25)

thanks to Poincaré’s inequality. Using Lemma 1.1, we have

‘ 1/2 T 1/2
@2 < Ce ™ lmoll 2 + C[/ lmHpp (-, Dﬁ)Dvlliz} < Ce™|luoll 2 +C[f IIDUIIiz}
0

_ 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2
< Ce™llpoll 2 + CUDVO)L Mol s + I Dor 1w D).
For t = T, we get, after simplification,
172 1/2
l(Dll2 < Cllmollz + 1DV )5 ol )5 + 1 Dzl 12),
from which we deduce that
1/2 1/2
sup lu(®ll2 < Clllpollz + IDVO) )5 I oll}s + | Dvr | 12). (26)

te[0,T]

Note that the derivative v,, of v satisfies

— 0y, — Avy, —I—H -Dvy, + Dy, [H,]- Dv=D (x m)(u(t)) in (0, T) x T?,

x’5 27)
vy, (T, x)=D x,5 G (x, 1) (u(T)) + Dy, vr (x) in T4,



LONG TIME BEHAVIOR OF THE MASTER EQUATION IN MEAN FIELD GAME THEORY 1413

where, to simplify the notation, we have set H,, = H,,(x, Du), etc. Then Lemma 1.2 gives, in view of

)

+c/ e ’>(||D [H,]- Dv||Lz+HD

t

our assumptions on 6 F'/dm and §G /ém,

log @l 2 = Ce> T (IDvpl2 + || Dy 32

x,(s
(-, m

)ds
LZ

T
< Ce T (| Dvr|l 2 + |(T)ll2) + C / e CDV 2 + () 2) ds
t

)C,8

T 1/2
sCe—w<T—’>||DvT||Lz+C</ ||Dv||iz> + Csup |ie(s)ll 2. (28)
13 s>t

Combining this with (25) and with the estimate for i in (26), we find, for any ¢ € [0, T],

172 1/2

D)2 = Clpoll2 + I1DvO) 5 Mol 27+ 1Dvrll 2).

In particular, for t = 0, we get, after simplification,
[ Dv(O) |2 < C(llmollz2 + [ Dvrll2),
which jointly with (25) and (26) gives the desired statement. (]

Remark 2.3. The above lemma also provides an argument for proving the existence of a solution (v, i)
to (22). Indeed, the a priori estimate (23) allows for a standard application of Schaefer’s fixed-point
theorem by freezing u in the right-hand side as well as in the final value of the equation of v.

/ u(v(r)|,
‘[[a’

where the supremum is taken over the set S(t) defined as

Proof of Proposition 2.1. For t > 0, let us set

p(t) = sup
(T,t,10,v7)€S(T)
S():={(T,t, mo,vr): T =27, t €7, T — 7], llollz2 < 1 and |[Dvr||z2 <1},

the pair (v, u) being a solution to (22). According to Lemma 2.2, p(7) is bounded for any 7, since, using
that o has zero average, one has for any ¢

/d/t(t)v(t)

by Poincaré’s inequality. By definition, the map p is nonincreasing, since S(t) C S(t’) if t > t’. Let us

= Clln@l2I1Dv (@)l 2

denote by p the limit of p(7) as T — +00. The key step consists in proving that poo = 0.
Let 1, — +oo, T, > 21y, t; € [ty, Ty — Tu), g With [|ugll 2 < 1 and vy with | Dv7 |2 < 1 be such

that
'/ W ()" (tn)
Td

1
Zpoo_;-
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We set
At x) = W'ty +1,x),  0"(t,x) =v"(ty +1,x) — (V" (t,)) forallt € [—t,, T, —t,], x € T".

By the estimates of Lemma 2.2, the (3", ji"*) are locally bounded in L?. By parabolic regularity (from
[LadyZenskaja et al. 1968, Theorem III.8.1, p. 196] combined with Theorem III.10.1, p. 204, and
Theorem III.11.1, p. 211, of the same work), the 7" and D" are locally bounded in C%/%¢, while the
fi"" are bounded in C*/>* for some « € (0, 1). So the pair (2", ") locally uniformly converges to some
(v, ) which satisfies the linearized MFG system on R x T4. Moreover, we have

[ 1(0)v(0)| = lim / ' ()" () | = Poo-
Td n Td
On the other hand, for any ¢ € R and for n large enough, we have that t, 4+t € [t, — |t], T;, — (T, — |t])], so
‘/aMUWO)ZHm/GMVM+0W@H4)§Man—ﬁD=pm
Td no|JTd n

The duality equality (24) implies that, for any #; < t,, we have

53 5]
! uDvﬁgs-—L/ uv]- 29)
1 T 151

Therefore the map r — [, u(t)v(¢) is nonincreasing, with a derivative bounded above by — || Dv(0) ||i2
at t = 0, while the map t — |f1rd u(t)v(t)| has a maximum p, at ¢ = 0; this implies Dv(0) = 0. As
Ja v(0) =0, we can infer that

prL/wamﬂzﬁ
‘[]'d

We now prove that p(¢) converges to 0 with an exponential rate. Let 7 > 0 and (v, p) be a solution of
the MFG linearized system with || (0)||;2 <1 and || Dvr|;2 < 1. Using Lemma 1.1 and (29), we have,
fort>0andte[r,T —1]

t

12
HMMMSCKW”MMUﬂMm+CC{/M4 ) < Ce 2 4 C2p(zr/2)]"2,
‘[fd

/2

because w is uniformly bounded in L? (Lemma 2.2). Thus

sup  [lu@®)ll2 < Ce ™+ (p(x/2)'/?). (30)
telr,T—r]
Coming back to (28), we have, for all ¢t € [27, T — 27],
T—t 1/2
HDMMWSCKMF“WWMT—ﬂMH%(/ |wwb) +C sup ()2
t

selt, T—1]

T—1\1/2
SCe—‘”-i-C(—[/WM(S)v(S)] > +C sup [lu(s)lz2

t se[t, T—t]

<Ce T+ Cp'2 (1) + Ce @ + (p(x/2)'/?), (31)
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because Dv is uniformly bounded in L? (Lemma 2.2). In view of (30) and (31), we can fix 7 > 0 large
enough so that, for any 7 > 4t and any (v, ©) as above, one has

sup (@2 +[[Dv®)2) <&,
te[2e,T-21]

where ¢ € (O, ‘l‘) is to be chosen below. Notice that, by the definition of p and by Poincaré’s inequality,
this also implies p(27) < Ce < }L for a suitable choice of . Now we can iterate the previous estimate.
Indeed, for T > 47, the restriction to [27, T —27] of (v, ) is a solution of the linearized MFG system (22)
on [27, T — 27] with boundary conditions ||(27)||,2 < 5 and || Dv(T — 27)||;2 < 5. As the problem is
invariant by time translation, we deduce that

sup (L@l 2 + 1DVl 2) < .
(and similarly p(47) < 1/4%). B’}?[ﬁ’sﬁfﬁ‘dérd iteration, this shows that there exists A such that

Il 2+ | Dv(0)]2 < Cle™ +e 77Dy forallt €0, T]. O

Proposition 2.4. Let A be as in Proposition 2.1. There exists Cy such that, if B = B(t, x) satisfies

1Bz < e +e 0, (32)
and if (v, i) is a solution to the MFG linearized system
—dv— Av+ H,(x, Dii) - Dv = g—:;(x, m)(u(t)) in(0,T)x T4,
d i — Ap —div(uH,(x, Dit)) — div(mH,,(x, Dii)Dv) = div(B) in (0, T) x T4 (33)
w©,-)=0, v(T,x)=0 in T4,

then
lu®ll 2+ 1Dv) 2 < Cr((1+1)e™ + (1 +T)e ™) forallt €0, T

Proof. Let us first prove that (v, i) is bounded. Multiplying the equation for v by n and the equation for
wu by v, integrating in time and space and adding the resulting relations gives, forany 0 <1, <1, < T,

1% 5] 15}
c—‘/ ||Dv||izdt§—[/ v,u} —// B - Dv.
n Td 1 1 Td

Thus, by Young’s inequality,

t B 5]
C—I/ ||Du||§2dz§—U v,u} +f B2, ds.
151 T 151 151

Using the homogeneous boundary conditions at ¢t =0, ¢ = T, we obtain the bound

T T
/ ||Dv||izdzsc/ 1BI. ds.
0 0

This implies, with the same arguments as in Lemma 2.2,

T 1/2
sup [[u(@®llz2 + 1Dv(O) L2 < C[/ IIBIIiz] =<C,
tel0,T] 0
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where the last inequality comes from (32).
For 7 > 0, we set

p(t) = TSU%(IIM(I)IIH [Dv ()l 2), (34)

where the supremum is taken over any T > 27, t € [t, T — 7] and any B satisfying (32), the pair (v, 1)
being a solution to (33). In view of the previous discussion, p(t) is bounded for any 7.
The restriction (v, &) of (v, u) to [t, T — t] can be written as
(0, i) = (01, 11) + (V2, @L2),

where (v1, 1) solves the homogeneous MFG linearized system (22) with boundary conditions v, (7 —7) =
v(T — 1) and fi1(7) = u(t), while (03, fi2) solves the linearized MFG system (33) on the time interval
[z, T — t] with homogeneous boundary conditions.

From Proposition 2.1, we have, for any ¢ € [t, T — 7],

IOz + 1DT1 )]l 2 < Cole™ 7 +e TN (@)l 2 + 1D(T = D)l 12)
< C(e M0 g~ MT—7=0)y,
Note that the restriction of B to [7, T — 7] satisfies
1Bz < e 7077 4270,
So by the linearity and the invariance in time of the equation, we get
Izl + DOz < e p(t —7) forallt ez, T —1].
Putting together the estimates of (vy, 1) and (07, f12), we obtain, for any ¢ > t,

sup  (Ie@ll2z +11Dv)l2) < sup  Cle D 4Ty 4 e p(s — 1)
selt+t,T—1—t] selt+t,T—1—t]

<Ce™ 4+ p(1).
Taking the supremum over (v, i) and multiplying by ¢**®) gives
e}\,(1+f)p(t + .E) S Ce)\f +e)\.[p(t)’
from which we infer that

p(t) <C(l+1)e ™.

By the definition of p in (34), this implies the conclusion when choosing T = ¢ if t € [0, T /2] and
T =T —1t otherwise. ]

Collecting the above propositions we finally obtain:

Theorem 2.5. Let A be as in Proposition 2.1. There exists Co > 0 such that, if A= A(t, x) and B= B(t, x)
satisfy
TA@ 2 + 1B@)lz2 < M(e™ +e7 270, (35)
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and if (v, 0) is a solution to the MFG linearized system
—0;v—Av+ H,(x, Du)- Dv = g—;(x, m)(u(t)) + A(t, x) in(0,T) x T4,
o — Ap —div(uH,(x, Du)) —div(mHp,(x, Du)Dv) =div(B) in(0,T) x T4, (36)
1O, ) = o, V(T x) = 32 (e, ) (u(T)) + v7 () in T,
with fw o =0, we have
@2 +1DvDl2 < Co((1+0e™ + (1+T)e TN (| Dvrll 2 + [l ol 2 + M)
foranyt €0, T].
Proof. Let v be the solution to

—30 — AV + Hy(x, Dit) - Dv = A(t,x) in (0, T) x T¢,
(T, x)=0 in T

Note for later use that, assuming A < w, we have
IDE@2 < CM(e™ +e7 7). (37)

Indeed, using Lemma 1.2, we have

T
19(t) — (B2 < C / e SN A(s) | 2ds < CM(e ™ e M),

t

Then the regularizing property of the equation leads to (37).
The pair (vq, 1) := (v — 0, @) solves

—0,v—Avi+H,(x, Du)-Dv| = %(x,nﬁ)(u(t)) in (0, T)de,
31— Apy—div(uy Hy (x, Dit))—div(i H,, (x, Dit) Dvy) = div(B+mH,,(x, Dit) D?) in (0, T)x T,
)=, v =3 () gy (1) +ur (@) in 7,
where, by (35) and (37),
I B(t) +mH,,(x, Di)Do(t)|| 2 < CM(e ™ +e 2T,
Using Propositions 2.1 and 2.4, we get
1 Ollz2 + 1DV 12 < C(A+ e + 1+ Te T =) ([ Dvr 2 + llpoll 2 + M)

for any ¢ € [0, T']. Recalling the definition of (v, ;1) and using again inequality (37) gives the result. [

2B. Estimates for the nonlinear system. Now we consider the nonlinear MFG systems. For the finite-
horizon problem, we have:
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Theorem 2.6. There exists y > 0 and C > 0 such that, if (u, m) is a solution of the MFG system with
initial condition mg € P(T%)

—du—Au+ H(x,Du)=F(x,m(t)) in(0,T)xTq,
dm — Am — div(mH,(x, Du)) =0 in(0,T)x T4, (38)
m(oa'):mo’ M(T7 x):G(xsm(T)) in —l]—ds

then, for some o € (0, 1),
| Du(t) — Dii||civa < C(e " +e 7T forallt €0, T],
lm(t) — il ce < Cle" +e 7T forallt e[1,T].

In particular,

sup lu(t, x) —i(x) — (T —1)| <C.
(t,x)€[0,T]x T4
Proof. We use a fixed-point argument. Let us start with the proof for initial and terminal conditions which

are sufficiently close to m and u respectively. Let K > 0 be small enough and y € (A/2, 1), where A is
given by Proposition 2.1. Let E be the set of continuous maps (v, n) on [0, T'] x T4 such that Dv is also
continuous and

IDv@) I~ + @)~ < K (e 477 TD),

We suppose that K is such that
m(x) > K forall x € T¢.

We also assume that the initial condition mq and the terminal condition uy are close to m and u (plus a
constant) respectively, namely that po :=my —m and vy := ur — u satisty

ol + | Dvrlloo < K 2. (39)

We may suppose further that ;o and Dvr belong to C¢ (T4) for some « € (0, 1).
For (v, u) € E, we consider the solution (7, ft) to the linearized system

—8,0 — Ab+ H,(x, Dit) - DV = g—;(x, ) (L)) + A(t, x) in (0, T) x T¢,
i — Aji — div(iH, (x, Dit)) — div(m H,,, (x, Dit) D7) = div(B) in (0, T) x T,

IEL(O’ ')=/’L09 i}(T’-x):vT(-x) in —l]—da
with

A(t, x) = —H(x, D(ii +v)) + H(x, D) + Hy(x, Dit) - Dv+ F(x, it + p) — F(x, iit) — g—;(x, ) ()
and

B(t,x) = (i + ) Hy (x, D(ii +v)) — i H,y(x, Dii) — (1 H,(x, Dit) — i Hyp(x, Dii) Dv.
We note that /i 4+ > 0 on [0, T] x T¢ and

IA@) |z + |1 B(#) |10 < CK2(e72" 472 T—D),
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Here we used that m — (§F/dm)(x, m, y) is Lipschitz (uniformly with respect to (x, y)), and Hp), is
Lipschitz as well.
From Theorem 2.5 we have, as y € (A/2, 1),

1@ N2+ 1D 2 < CR2((14+1)e™ + (14 T)e T,

We upgrade the previous estimates to L°° norms with our usual arguments: from Lemma 1.2 we have

o) = (V) | L

< Cem T Du(T) = (w(T)) 1~ +C f (|3 m@Een| |+ 14l ds

t

< CKYX(1+t)e™ + (14 T)e T,

Then, in any interval [¢, t 4+ 1], we have, by using the uniform parabolicity of the equation,

IDE®le =€ sup [170) = (36D oo + | S (x| + 146l
se(t,t+1)

and this concludes the estimate for || Dv(¢)| . Now, using the bound for Dv and B, we have

2@ lloo = C sup [z + 1DV |z + [1B(5) o]

se(t—1,1)
and we conclude the estimate for || (7). Notice that the above bounds holdup tor =0 and t = T by
using the condition (39) assumed on pg and vr. Eventually, we obtain that
A= + 1DF@ e < CK (A +De™ + (14 T)e ™0,
Since y < A, for K small enough we infer that

1)l oo + 1 DT | 1o < K(e™?" +e7 7T

and (v, @) belongs to E. In addition, z and v — (V) solve linear parabolic equations with bounded coeffi-
cients, so classical parabolic estimates [LadyZenskaja et al. 1968, Theorems I11.8.1, I11.10.1 and III.11.1,
p. 196] imply that z and D9 are locally bounded in C%/>¢ for some « € (0, 1), with bounds that only
depend on the L norm of the coefficients. In particular, the map (v, u) — (v, 1) is compact and it has
a fixed point (v, ). Then (4, m) := (u, m) + (v, i) is a solution to (38) with terminal condition u7 and
which satisfies the decay

| Du(r) — Dii(t) || ca + m (1) — |l ca < K (e 477 T7D),

We now remove the smallness and regularity assumptions on the initial condition mq and the terminal
condition u7. Let (u, m) be the solution to (38). From Lemma 1.7 there exists 0 < 7 < T such that, if
T > T, then the solution to (38) satisfies, again for some « € (0, 1),

Im(t) — i)l co + | Du(t) — Diillce < K% forallt e[z, T — 1. (40)



1420 PIERRE CARDALIAGUET AND ALESSIO PORRETTA

From the first step we conclude that
lm (@) — il + || Du(t) — Ditllce < K(e7" " +e7T7"0) forallr e[, T —1l.

Using Lemma 1.1 and changing the constant if necessary, we can extend this inequality for m to the
time interval [1, T']. Moreover, Du(t) — Du also satisfies a parabolic equation with uniformly bounded
coefficients. Thus it is bounded in C'+%/2:1+¢ (for some possibly different o, depending on the data only)
and we can improve the above inequality for u into

| Du(t) — Dit||ci+a < C(e7"" +e77T=D) forall t € [0, T].
We finally prove the last bound on v :=u — it — A(T —t). Note that v satisfies

—0;v— Av=A(t, x),
where
A(t,x)=—(H(x,Du) — H(x, Du)) + F(x,m(t)) — F(x, m),
SO
IA@)||~ < C(e" +e7T7) forallt €0, T].

Thus, by a standard heat estimate,

T
[v(@) |z < Ce T |u(T)| g + C f e CTDNA(s) || e ds < C. O

t
Let us stress that the above proof provides an explicit smallness estimate on D(u — u) and m —m
for initial-terminal data which are correspondingly small. This allows us to derive the convergence of
u’ (0, x) as the time horizon tends to infinity, for the special case with initial measure mg = . This
result is a first key argument in the analysis of the long time behavior of the general MFG system and of
the master equation (Theorem 5.1 and Corollary 5.2).

Proposition 2.7. Forany T > 0, let (u”, m") be a solution to

—dul — AuT + H(x, DuT) = F(x,m"(t)) in(0,T)x T4,
dmT — AmT —divim" H,(x, DuT)) =0  in (0, T) x T¢, (41)
m? 0, )=m, ul(T,x)=Gx,m(T)) inTq.

Then there exists a constant ¢ such that

lim u”(0,x)— AT =ii(x)+¢,

T—+o00
where the limit is uniform in x € T¢.

Proof. The proof consists in showing that the quantity u” (0, x) —AT —ii(x) is Cauchy in 7 in the uniform
topology and converges to a constant. In a first step, we show that there exists T > 0 large enough such
that u” (T — 1) and uT/(T/ — 1) are close in L* for T, T’ > 2t. Then we use Theorem 2.6 (and its proof)
to extend this proximity up to time ¢ = 0.
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Let us fix € > 0 small. Theorem 2.6 states that
| Du” (t) — Dit|| crve + [|ImT (t) — ||z < C(e7 V' +e 7Ty forallrell, T], (42)

for some constant C independent of 7. Fix 7 large enough and let 7,7’ > 27. If we consider
@’ mTyt, x) = @', "t + T,x) and @7, m7)(t, x) := @7, mT)(t + T', x), which are both
solutions of the MFG system in (—t, 0), the energy inequality gives

0 0
c! / T +m") D@ —aT)? < —[ / @0y —a" @)’ (1) —n%Tkz))]
—7 JTd K -7

< / @ (=) =i (=) T (=1) =T (~1)),
Td

where we used that (47 —47)(0) = G (x, m” (0)) — G (x, m”'(0)) and the monotonicity of G. Using (42)
and the fact that 7, T’ > 2t we deduce that

0
ff(n%T+n%T>|D(ﬁT—ﬁT)|2scﬂ”,
1 'n'd

where C is independent of 7', T. Now we apply Lemma 1.1 and (42) to m” —m”" in the interval (—t, 0)
and we get

0 1/2
I (t) —m" @) 2 < Clm" (=) —m” <—r)||Lz+C(/ /(ﬁzT)%D(aT—ﬁT)Fdz) < Ce T,
rJTd

In particular, by the assumptions on F, G, there exists C > 0 such that

sup || F(x,m” (1)) = F(x,m” (0)llL= + |G (x, T (0)) — G(x, T (0)|| 1= < Ce .
te(—rt,0)

By the comparison principle between 47 and &7 in (-, 0), we conclude that
I (=) =" (=D)lloo < C(1+ D).
Hence we can choose t sufficiently large such that

T (T =) —u" (T = 7)o < & 43)

for any T, T' large enough.
Now we extend the proximity of u” and u” up to time 7 = 0. Recalling that, by (42),

1Du"(T —7) = Ditl|oc < ¢
for any T large enough, there exists co(7") such that
lu" (T —©) — it = Go(T)llo < Ce. (44)

Note that (43) implies that (co(7")) is Cauchy as T — +o00 and thus converges to a limit c. Let y > 0 be
defined in the first step of the proof of Theorem 2.6; since (u”, m”) satisfy (39) with K=z 2, we can
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choose ¢ small enough so that the fixed-point argument of Theorem 2.6 applies. Then, the restriction of
w”,m") to [0, T — 7] satisfies

| Du” (1) — Dit|| o + [|mT (1) — ii]loo < /27" +e7T=7D) forallr [0, T —1]. (45)

Integrating in space the equation satisfied by u’ — i, we get

‘/ @) —u' (T =1)) =T = 1)
'ﬂ'd

T—1
< / |H(x, Du") — H(x, Di)| + |F (x,m” (t)) — F(x, m)|dx dt < Ce'/?.
0 Td

Using (45) (at time ¢t = 0 and at time t = T — ) and Poincaré’s inequality, we infer therefore that

lu” (0) —u" (T — 1) = M(T — 1) |oo < Ce'/2. (46)
Combining (43), (44) and (46), we conclude that, for any T, T’ large enough,

" (0) — it = Eo(T) = M(T — D)oo < Ce' 2.
From this we can deduce that (u” (0, x) — AT) converges uniformly to u(x) + ¢ as T tends to oo. [

We also deduce from Theorem 2.6 crucial estimates for the linearized system around any solution
(u, m) of (38).

Corollary 2.8. There exists y > 0 and C > 0 such that, if (u, m) is a solution of the MFG system (38),
and if (v, 0) is a solution to the linearized MFG system

—B,U—Av—i—Hp(x,Du)-Dv:%(x,m)(,u) in (0, T) x T4,
o — Ap —div(uH,(x, Du)) —divimHp,(x, Du)Dv) =0 in (0,T) x e,
RO, ) = o, u(T ) = S e, m(T)u(T) in T,
with [1q jto =0, we have
ln@®llz2 + 1DV 2 < Ce™" +e T uoll 2 (47)
and, for some a € (0, 1) depending only on the data,

sup [[vllczra < Clltoll ey - (48)
tel0,T]

Proof. We first need a priori estimates on (v, ). To this end we assume that pg € L*(T%), and we proceed
exactly as in Lemma 2.2 obtaining

T
// m|Dv* + sup (|u@®Il3>+ I1Dv(®)I32) < Collroll3 (49)
0JTd tel0,T]
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Next we note that (v, w) is the solution to (36) with

A=—(Hp(x, Du) — Hy(x, Du)) - Dv + g—f;(x, m(t))(n(1)) — g—i(x, m)(u(t)),
B = u(H,(x, Du) — H,(x, Du)) + (mHp,(x, Du) —mH,,(x, Di)) Dv

and
vr(0) = 35 (e, m(T) (u(T)) = § (x, ) (u(T)).
Note that
IA®lz2 = CllDu = Dilloe | Dvll 2+ Caly n(e), i) (1) 2
while
IBO)I12 = CllDu = Diloe |1l 2 + C(d (1), 1) + | Du() = Do) | Dv(1) 12
and

lvrll = Cdy(m(T), m) | (T)|l .2

Here we used once more that m +— (8 F/dm)(x, m, y), m+— (G /dm)(x, m, y) and p — H,,(x, p) are
Lipschitz.
Using Theorem 2.6 and (49), we deduce

TA@O 2+ IIB® 2 < Cllpoll2(e77 +e7 7T,
Then Theorem 2.5 (used with A = y) and the bound (49) imply
@l 2 + 1Dv@) )2 < C(A+ e " + 1+ T)e " T woll 12

So we deduce (47), possibly for a smaller value of y.
Now we upgrade the above estimate by using weaker norms for wg and stronger norms for v. For this,
we use Lemma 2.9 below, which states that

Iz = Clipollczray-
Applying our previous estimate (47) to the time interval [1, T'], we find that, for any # > 1,
@Iz + 1DV 2 < Ce77 D e T (D)) 2
< CE" +e T N)lpol| casay-

Lemma 2.9 also states that

sup [[v(#) = (v(®))llc2+« + sup [l (D)l (c2+ay = Cllpoll(c2tay, (50)
1€[0,T1 1€[0,T1

so we also have

sup [Dv()ll2+ sup [l(0)lcavay < Clollcaroy-
tel0,1] t€l0,1]

Integrating in space the equation for v and using the above bounds on Dv and u then implies

|(())] < Cllpollcrrey forall € [0, T1.
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We can then deduce (48) from (50) and the above inequality.

]

Lemma 2.9. Under the assumptions of Corollary 2.8, there exists a constant C > 0 (independent of T,

mo and (o) such that

sup [lv() — W) llczee + sup (@l vy + (D2 < Clloll sy
t€l0,T] te[0,T]

Proof. The estimate (49) gives

t T
c// mIDv|2§// mH,,,,(x,Du)Du-Dvgf v(0) 110,
0JT4 0 JT4 T4

where we used that (§G/dm)(x, m(T)) is a nonnegative operator. By duality, we also have

t
[ uws== [ [ mtt, ooy [ vom.
Td 0JTd Td

where v solves (for some smooth terminal condition & at time )

{—a,w — Ay + Hy(x, Du)- Dy =0 in (0,1) x T4,
Ut )=& in T<.

Since, by Lemma 1.2, || (s) — (¥ (s)) |12 < ce U9 | g Il 72, we have by standard estimates

// |Dw|zs||s||%+c// W — ()P < CIEIR..
0JTd 0JTd

t 1/2
[wwec( [ [ mpor) et 1w - ol e

Therefore,

From (51) we deduce

/T L 0F = C(I0O) = O ez lollcrey) 1 N2+ 1Y) = (¥ O czsa ltoll 2oy

To estimate last term, we note that, if # < 1, we have by Schauder estimates that

1% (0) = (¥ (0) | c2+e < CIE || c2te,

while, if r > 1, we have, by Schauder interior estimates

1¥(0) = (¥ (Ol c2ve < CllY (D) = (YD)l 2 < CliE N2 = ClI Nl c2ta-

Coming back to (52) and taking the supremum over the & with || & || -2+« < 1, this implies

172 1/2
sup [l (6) 2y < C(I0(0) = (WO I t0ll vy, + 1220l 203y ) -
tel0,T]

Similarly, from (52) and (53) we also estimate

(2 < C(I0O0) = O 110l 21y + ltoll c2vey)-

(D

(52)

(53)

(54)

(55)
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We now have to estimate v(0) — (v(0)). First we have, by Lemma 1.2, that for any ¢ € [0, T']

T
196 = 0O =T S romnum)] + [ e[ SE Cmenuon] as
m [ t m 00
< C sup [[u(@®) |l (c2ay, (56)
[0.7]

where we used that 8 F /8m, §G /8m are C*** with respect to y. We also estimate Dv in L? in terms
of the same quantity due to Lemma 1.2. Next, the regularizing property of the equation for v — (v)
[LadyZenskaja et al. 1968, Theorem IV.9.1] implies that, for any ¢ € [0, T — %] and any 8 € (0, 1),

@ — O)llers < ot +3) =0+ ) +C sup 1) llc2rey
selt,t+1/2]
< C sup [|u(s)l(c2+ay,
[0,T]

(where the constant depends on ). Then considering the equation for vy, (fori € {1, ..., d}) and using
the uniform C? regularity of u as well as the C? regularity of D,(6F/5m) in the y-variable as in (56),
we obtain in the same way, for any ¢ € [0, T — 1]
lox, D llcres < o (1 +3) [ +C( sup [1DVSlloo+  sup 1)l c2ay)
selt,1+1/2] selr,i4+1/2]
< C sup [[u(s)l(c2+ay-
[0,T]

Choosing B8 = «, we have proved therefore that

sup  [[0(s) = (W) llczre < C sup [(s)ll ¢y
s€[0,T—1] s€[0,T]

Using this inequality for ||[v(0) — (v(0))|| c2+« in (54) then gives

sup ”M(I)H(CZJ“")’ =< C||MO||(C2+Q)/,
tel0,T]

which in turn implies

sup  flu(s) — (v(s)) [l c2+« < Cllpoll(c2tay-
tel0,T—1]

Note that we can extend this inequality to the time interval [T —1, T'] by using the regularity of the equation
satisfied by v on this interval, the regularity of the terminal condition and the bound on || (2) || 24y -
In the same way, from (55) we obtain

IeMlz2 = Cllipollcztay- O

Remark 2.10. In order to estimate v in the C? norm, we have used in Lemma 2.9 the regularity condition
(FGc) on the couplings. However, by only using condition (FGb), we could similarly obtain a milder
estimate as

sup Jlv(@) — (@) llcr + sup L@ llcry = Clirolicry- (57)
t€[0,T] t€[0,T]



1426 PIERRE CARDALIAGUET AND ALESSIO PORRETTA
Indeed, an estimate similar to (56) would hold in terms of || (#)|(c1y by using condition (FGb) since

SF

SCome) )| _ds

(@) = (W)l < e~ o

8G r —w(s—t)
29 eomryu)| + [ e

< C sup ||u@®llcrys
[0.7]
where we only used that (SF /8m, 8G /8m are C' and globally Lipschitz with respect to y. Under the same
condition the estimate for Dv in L would follow. Eventually, with the same strategy as in the above
proof, by using C' rather than C>** and using estimates on v, we would get (57).

3. Exponential rate of convergence for the infinite-horizon MFG system

We now study the infinite-horizon discounted problem and show an exponential convergence towards a
stationary solution. The existence of this solution is new, as well as the convergence rate towards this
solution. The method of proof is close to the one employed in the previous section for the finite horizon.

3A. The stationary solution of the infinite-horizon problem.

Proposition 3.1. There exists g > 0 such that, if § € (0, &y), there is a unique solution @, m®) to the
problem (7). Moreover, for any § € (0, §y),

IDE oo+ 811& oo + 1o <C and  @*(x)=C~" forallx e T¢,
for some constant C > 0.

Proof. The existence of a solution can be achieved by a standard fixed-point argument, so we omit it. In
the same way, the regularity of iz® and ° is standard. The strong maximum principle implies that m? is
bounded below by a constant independent of §. For proving the uniqueness, we argue as usual by duality,
see [Lasry and Lions 2007]: Let (11, m ) and (u;, m;) be two solutions. We multiply the equation for
uy — up by m; —my and the equation for m; —my by u; — uo, we integrate in time and space and add the
resulting quantities to obtain, by Poincaré’s inequality,

CHDu —u)l3, < a/d(ul —up)(my —ma) < C8|D(uy — up)|| 2 lmy —mal| 2.
T

Thus
D@y —u2)ll2 < Collmy —mal| 2. (58)

On another hand, by Corollary 1.3, we have
lmy —mall2 < CHp(-, Duy) — Hy (-, Duz)llp2 < ClID(uy —u2)ll 2 (59)
For § small enough, we deduce from (58)—(59) that m| = m; and Duy = Du,, whence u; = u5. O

We now note that the solution (&, %) is close to (i1, m), where (X, i, m) is the solution of the ergodic
problem (2):
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Proposition 3.2. We have
18° = Alo + I D@ — i) || 2 + ® — 1| 2 < C8'/2.

Proof. We use again the duality argument (consisting in multiplying the equation for u® — it by m® —m
and the equation for m® — i by u® — i, integrating in space and adding the resulting quantities) to get

CDGE — )2, < f (8 — R ® — 1) < C8| D | < C5.
'ﬂ'd

Thus
D@ —@)ll,2 < C8Y2.
By Corollary 1.3, we have

li® — |2 < CIID@° — )| 2 < €872,
The estimate between §iz® and A then comes from the comparison principle. ]

3B. Exponential rate for the linearized system. Let (i°, m®) be the solution to (7). We consider the
linearized discounted problem around this solution

—3v+8v— Av+ H,(x, Dii’) - Dv = g—;(x, m®)(u(1)) in (0, +-00) x T,

Ot — A — div(uH, (x, D)) — div(n® H,, (x, Dia®)Dv) =0 in (0, +00) x T4,  (60)
w(,-)=puo inTY, v bounded,

with fw o = 0. As in Section 2A, the existence of a solution to (60) can be proved for ug € L*(T%)
by using fixed-point arguments and relying on the conditions enjoyed by 6 F/dm and the smoothness of
(L_t‘S , n_15). In particular, one can first solve the system in a finite horizon ¢ € (0, n) with terminal condition
v(n) = 0, and then obtain a solution to (60) by letting n — oo. Since § > 0, here ||8F /8m |8 " is a
uniform bound with respect to n and leads to a bounded v in (60).

In the rest of this section, we are going to show that v actually enjoys a bound which is uniform in &
and that ;, Dv decay exponentially in L? as t — oo, uniformly with respect to §.

Lemma 3.3. Let (v, i) be a solution to (60). Then we have

fpc(t)v(t)ZO forallt >0
Td

and there exists a constant Cy > 0, independent of o and 8, such that, for any t > 0,

() 22 + 1DV 12 < Collpoll 2¢° 72

%y and p (i.e, we multiply the equation for e=%"v by u and

Proof. We consider the duality between e~
the equation for 4 by e %' v, we integrate in time and space and we add the resulting quantities); using

properties of (us, ms) from Proposition 3.1 we get

! S DV R dr < —[e—‘” /, v(t)u(t)} . (61)

151 1
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Next we claim that
oo
¢ / eI D@72 dr < / L 1ov(0) = Clipoll21v(0) = (v (O))l 2, (62)
0 T

This inequality is obvious from (61) if we know that the limit e fvd v(¢t)u(t) vanishes as t — —+o00.
For this we need a first rough bound on x. By Lemma 1.1 we have

t 1/2
(Ol 2 < Ce™ ol 2 + C[ f IDv(s)I2 ds} -
0
By (61), we get
t 1/2
@2 < Ce™ ol 2 + Ce™/? [ / e I Du(s)|12, ds]
0

1/2

_ — 1/2
< Ce™ |l poll 2 + C 2w Lol 5 + e w@) 5],

SO

e @)llz2 < Cse™/?,

where Cs depends on 1 and §. This inequality then implies

lim e ‘”/ w(Hv() =0
‘I]'[l

t——+00

and (62) holds. Note that (61) implies that the map t — e % ./'D’d w(t)v(t) is nonincreasing, and we just
proved that it has limit O as + — 4-o0co. Thus it is nonnegative.
In light of (62) we revisit the estimate of . We have

t 12
@)l 2 < Ce ™ ol 2 + Ce/? [ / e | Du(s)|13, ds]
0

< Ce™ |l uoll 2 + Ce 2l poll S 11v(0) — (O ,5.

We plug this inequality into the usual estimate for v (Lemma 1.2): for any 0 <t <1y,
o) — ()2
1
< Ce™ vt — (@)l .2 +C / e pu(s) 2 ds

t

n
< Ce D |u(1)— (1)) || 12+C / e (e | ol L2+ Ce? 2ol 5 v () — (v (O)) || )5) ds

t
< Ce™ M u ()~ () | 2+Clloll e +C ol )5 0 ()= (w(O)) |, 572,
Letting t; — +o00 gives
() = E)llz2 < Clliollze™ + Cllpoll 2 1v(0) — (wO)) ||/,
Choosing ¢t = 0 and rearranging we find
10(0) — (W (O))ll2 < Cllxoll 2.
So we have for any ¢ > 0

@l 2 + o) — (Ol 2 < Cligoll 2”72
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We can then conclude by Lemma 1.2. U

Proposition 3.4. Let (ii®, m®) be the solution to (7). There exist 8, Co, A > 0 such that, if (v, ) is the
solution to (60) associated with (i®, m®) and fw o =0, and if § € (0, 8¢), then

IDV@) 2 + @)l 2 < Collpoll2e™ forall = 0.
In particular,

vl = C.

Proof. Let us set

p’(t) :==supe™ / (),
'n'd

Ho

where the supremum is taken over ||ugll;2 < 1 and where (v, i) is the solution to (60) with initial
condition w(0) = wo. In view of the inequality (61), the map o’ is nonincreasing. Moreover, Lemma 3.3
states that p®(¢) is bounded independently of § and nonnegative. Then we set

p(t) =limsup ,05 (1).

§—0

Note that p is also nonincreasing, nonnegative and bounded. We denote by p its limit as t — +o00. We
claim that po = 0.
Indeed, let t, — +o00, 8, — 0, and ug with ||ugll 2 < 1 be such that

- 1
e (Sntnf W @)V (tn) > poo — =
Td n
We let, for s € [—1,, +00),
0"(s) = € MO 1y ) = (V" 1)), A"(5) = €U 1+ ).

From Lemma 3.3 we know that 9", D" and ji" are locally bounded in L. As the pair (3", /i) satisfies an
equation of the form (60), standard regularity estimates for parabolic equations with bounded coefficients
[LadyZenskaja et al. 1968, Theorem II1.10.1] imply that ", D" and i" are locally bounded in C#/%#
for some B € (0, 1). Therefore, up to a subsequence, denoted in the same way, (") converges to v and
(™) converges to 1 locally uniformly, where by linearity (v, 1) solves

[—a,a — Ai+ Hy(x, Di®) - Di = %(x, ) (7i(1)) in (=00, 0) x T4,
&L — Al —div(iH,(x, D)) — div(m® H,,(x, Di®)D?) =0 in (—o0, 0) x T¢.

For any s <0 and any 7 > 0, we have, for n large enough,

[ EOIROET / (1 + V" (1 +5) < € (1 +5) < € (D),
T T
SO

/w Rs)v(s) < p(1).
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Letting T — 400, we find therefore
f (V) < Poo 2/ 1(0)v(0) forall s <O0.
Td Td

However fw [(s)v(s) is nonincreasing, so we also have the reverse inequality, and we deduce that this
quantity must be constant in (—oo, 0]. The duality relation (consisting as usual in multiplying the equation
for v by [t and the equation for f by v, integrating in time and space and adding the resulting quantities)
then implies Dv = 0 for any ¢ < 0, which gives ps, = 0.

Next we claim that there exist y > 0, C > 0 and 8¢9 > O such that, for § € (0, §y), one has

%) <Ce™" forall ¢ > 0. (63)
Indeed, let ¢ > 0 small to be chosen later and let 7 > 0, 8g > 0 be such that
p’() <e forallt> Ty, 8 € (0,8). (64)

Fix § € (0, §p) and let (v, i) be a solution to (60). Inequalities (61) (combined with the fact that fvd o
is nonnegative) and (64) imply

[5)
f e ¥ |IDv(s)||7.ds < Cellpoll;. forallty, i > Ty, 8 € (0,8).
n

Revisiting the estimate for u, we have, for any #; > 0,

To+t 1/2
I (To + 1)l 2 < Ce™ " |u(To)ll 12 + C|:/ ||DU(S)||iz dSi| ,
Tt

0

s0, using Lemma 3.3 and the above estimate on Dv,

To+t

1/2
Il (To+ 1)l 2 < Ce 1D/ | 2 4 C P ToH/2 [ f e I Du(s) |12, ds}
Ty

< Cllpo|| 2 ToF/2 (e~ (@+8/Dn 4 1/2)

We choose #; large enough (independently of ¢ and § € (0, )) so that Ce™ " < le and ¢ so small that
Cell? < JT. Setting 7 := Tp + 11, this yields

(@) ll2 < Sloll 2272 (65)

Fix (v, p) a solution to (60). The pair (v, &) := (v(r + - ), w(z + -)) is also a solution of (60) with initial
condition f1(0) = u(t). Since the equation is linear in p( and the quantity fvd w(t)v(t)is homogeneous
of degree 2, we have therefore

e_‘”/d AOD(E) < |u())|70°(t) forall >0,
T

where
e f ﬁ(r)ﬁ(z)=e“e—‘*<’+”f (@t + ) + 7).
Td T4
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This implies
£+ A A DU < 00,
Recalling estimate (65) and taking the supremum over ||uoll;2 <1, we find

p‘s(t +1) < %p‘s(t) for all r > 0.
This easily implies (63).
We can now come back to the estimates of u and v for a given solution (v, ) of (60) with & € (0, &).
For ¢ > 0, we have, using Lemma 3.3, (61) and (63) successively,

t 1/2
()2 < Ce 2 lu(t/2) 2 + C[ [ I Du(s)]I3 > ds}
t/2

t 12
< Cem PP g 2 + Ce™' P2 [ f e~ 1DV (s) ]Iz ds]
t/2

< C”MO”LZ(e—wt/Z-‘r(St/z _,’_851/2—)/1‘/4).
For § small enough, this implies

M forallt >0,

lu@llL2 = Clirollz2e™
for some A € (0, w). Thus, by Lemma 3.3 applied on the time-interval [¢/2, 4+00),
IDvO)ll2 < Clln(/2)]2e"* < Clloll 2e™

for some possibly different A > 0. The bound on ||v|| follows directly from the equation for v and our
regularity assumption on § F'/ém, which implies

|32 m® )| = Cliu®llz = Clluollze™  forall 1 =0, 0
In the next step we study a perturbed discounted linearized problem.
Proposition 3.5. Let (v, i) solve
—3v+8v— Av+ H,(x, Dit®) - Dv = %(x, m®) () + A, x) in (0, +00) x T¢,

du — A —div(uH, (x, Dii®)) — div(m® H,,(x, Di®) Dv) = div(B(t, x)) in (0, +00) x T4, (66)
w(, ) =puo in T, v bounded,
with fw o =0, lollz2 <1 and assume that, for some y > 0,
IADON 2 +IBON2 <e™" forallt>0. (67)

If § € (0, &g), then
l®llz + 1Dv@) 2 < CA+1)e?, (68)

where 0 := y A X and 8y, A > 0 are defined in Proposition 3.4.
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Proof. Using Proposition 3.4 and the linearity of the equation, we can assume, without loss of generality,
that pg = 0. We first assume that A = 0. Throughout the proof, the constant C can depend on y.

Let us start with preliminary estimates. The duality identity (i.e., the equality obtained by multiplying

—ot

the equation for e~%"v by  and the equation for y by e~ v, integrating in time and space and adding the

resulting quantities) here implies

! [T e v, dss—[e‘” / 1v<s>u<s>} v B Gads. 9

3] 1 4]

One can check, exactly as for the proof of Lemma 3.3, that

lim e—‘”/wu(z)v(z)zo.

t—+00

Then the inequality (69) and our assumption (67) on B imply
+00
/ e > IDv(s) |72 ds < C.
0

Arguing as before, we derive for p that

t 1/2
@l 2 < C[/O IDv() 172+ 1Bl dS]

t 1/2
<Ce? [ / e (I1DV)[1 72 + I1B()IIZ2) ds} <Ce.
0
Thus, applying Lemma 1.2 (with T — o0) to e %'v, we deduce
+00
o)~ O € [ ) e ds = Ce P,
t

which gives
lo(t) — (VD)) 2 < Ce™/2
We set
IHOE sgp[e*“(ﬂu(r)nu F (@) — (O) 1221,

where the supremum is taken over the B that satisfy (67) and where (v, i) solves (66) (with A =0 and
1o = 0). Fix a solution (v, 1) to (66) with A =0 and o = 0 and let us consider its restriction to a time
interval [T, +00). We can write

('l), /’L) = (U[, I‘Ll) + (UZ’ /’L2)»

where (vy, (1) solves on [, +00) the homogeneous equation (60) with initial condition w(t) = u(7)
and (v, ) solves on [1, +00) the inhomogeneous equation (66) with u>(r) = 0 and A = 0. By
Proposition 3.4 we have, for § € (0, &),

Il (x 4+ Dllz2 + 1DV (T + D)l 2 < Coe M [|n(T) 12 < Coe e’/ forall >0,
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while, as the restriction of B to [T, +00) satisfies

|B(t+1)|l;2<e e ¥ forallt>0,
we have
lpa(z + D)2 + lva(x +1) — (va(r + D)l 2 < eV p°(1)e”  forall > 0.
So
(T + Dl + v +1) — (v + )2 < Ce M2+ 777 po(1)e”.

Multiplying by e ~¢+%) and taking the supremum over B leads to
/05 (T 4 t) < Ce*(}»+5)f +e*(y+8)rp8 (t)

Setting 6 := y A A and considering the inequality satisfied by 97 p?(¢), we then obtain the exponential
decay of p°
pA(1) < C(1+ne” T,

which implies, by the definition of p®(t), that

Sl;P(IIM(I)IIL2 +llv@) = @) l2) < CA+ne™.

Once more we observe that, by Lemma 1.2, we can estimate ||Dv(¢)||;2 in terms of ||u(?)|;2 and
lv(t) — (v(®))|l;2. Hence (68) is proved when A = 0.
It remains to consider the case where A # 0. Let v be the unique bounded solution to
—3,v1 +8v; — Avy + H,(x, Dit®) - Dv; = A(t, x) in (0, +-00) x T¢.

8

Using as before Lemma 1.2 for e °'v; and with T — 00, we estimate

o0
o1 () — (L) l2 < C / e @D A(s)| 2 ds < Ce™.
t

Finally, using again Lemma 1.2 gives
IDvi(@)]|2 < Ce™™".

Note that, if (v, w) is the solution to (66), then (v —wvy, ) solves (66) with A=0and B’ = B—i—n‘i‘sprDv],
so0, applying the above estimate gives

@2 + 1 Dv@) |2 < C(L+1e™™,
where 6 :=y A A. O

3C. Exponential rate for the nonlinear system. We now consider the infinite-horizon discounted non-
linear MFG system (5). Let us recall that this system is well-posed and that we have Lipschitz estimates:

Lemma 3.6. Under our standing assumptions, for any 8 € (0, 1) there exists a unique solution (u®, m®)
to (5). Moreover, for any a € (0, 1), there exists a constant C > 0, independent of 3, such that

I DUl catarzisa + sup [lm’(#)]loo < C.
r€[1,00)
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Proof. Existence and uniqueness of the solution rely on standard arguments, discussed for instance in
[Lions 2010]. In particular, the unique solution can be obtained as limit of solutions in horizons 7,, — oo
with the terminal condition u(7}) = 0; this way one can prove, exactly as in Lemma 1.5, that Du? is

uniformly bounded, and one also has a uniform bound for 166 || 0. As a consequence, m? is uniformly

bounded in [1, +00) thanks to Lemma 1.1 and is (uniformly) Holder continuous in time with values in
P(T9); see estimate (17). Finally, by considering the equation of (u‘s)xl., namely

—0, (), + 8y, — AW')y, + Hy, + Hy - D)y, = F;,

the parabolic regularity applied in any interval (¢, ¢ 4+ 1), jointly with the uniform bound already found
for ||(u?),, |l oo, implies the desired estimate upon Du’. More precisely, by only using that F, (x, m) is
uniformly bounded, and the bound on H, and H),, we deduce a bound for (u‘s)xi in CHe)/2.14a for any
a € (0,1). O

The main result of this part is the following exponential convergence of the discounted problem.

Theorem 3.7. Let (u®, m®) be the solution to the discounted MFG system (5). There exist v, 5y > 0 and
C > 0 such that, if § € (0, &y), then

1D’ (1) —i®) ||z < Ce " forallt >0, (70)

|lm? (1) —m?||pe < Ce™"" forallt > 1. (71)
Proof. The proof is very close to the proof of Theorem 2.6. Let
E:={(, 1), [Dv(®)llL=+ llu@)lL~ < Ke "'},
where K > 0 and y > 0 are to be chosen below. We assume that K is small enough so that
m® > K inT
We also assume that the initial condition is close to 7, namely o := mo — m® satisfies
ol < K.
We consider the solution (v, ft) to (66) with initial condition [ (0) = o,
A(t,x)=—H (x, D(ii°+v))+H (x, Dit’)+H, (x, Dit)- Dv+F (x, n_z‘s—i-p,)—F(x,nﬁs)—%(x,nﬁ‘s)(u),
B(t,x) = (m°+p) Hy(x, D(#°+v))—m® H, (x, Dit®)—H,(x, Dit®)—m’ H ,p (x, Dii®) Dv.

‘We note that
IA@) | + | B() || < CK2e 2",

From Proposition 3.5 we have

1A |2 + DT 2 < CKR2(1+1)e™",
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where 0 := 2y A L. Using the smoothing properties of § F'/ém and the parabolic regularity of the equation
satisfied by v — (v}, exactly as in Theorem 2.6 we can upgrade the above estimate to

A oo + I DT(®) oo < CK2(1+1)e ™",
So if one chooses y € (0, A), we infer that
IO L= + 1 DF@) [l < CK e

For K small enough, this implies that (9, ji) belongs to E. Note that , Dv and /i are bounded in C%/>¢
because they solve parabolic equations with bounded coefficients. So the map (v, u) — (v, ft) is compact
(say in W1 x L°°) and thus has a fixed point (v®, ©®). Then (u®, m®) := (@®, m?®)+ (v?, u?) is a solution
to (5) which satisfies the decay

m? (1) — m®|lso + | D’ () — %) [|loo < Ce™"" forall t > 0.

It remains to remove the assumption on the initial condition mg. For this we only need to show
that there exists a time 7 > 0 such that, for any mg € P(T4), the solution (u’, m®) of (5) satisfies
Mm% (T) — m®|| o < K2 Indeed, we can then apply the previous result to the restriction of (u®, m®) to the
time interval [T, +00).

By the duality relation (consisting here in multiplying the equation for u® — it® by m® —m® and the

8

equation for m® — m? by u® — it®, integrating in time and space and adding the resulting quantities), we

have
15 15)
c! / e D@ () — )7, dt < — [e—‘” / W’ (1) — i) (m® (1) — n'ﬁ)} : (72)
151 Td 131
Thus
+00
c! / e IDWP () — )7, dt < / W’ (0) — i) (mg —m®) < C (73)
0 Td
because u® is uniformly Lipschitz continuous in space (see Lemma 3.6). As u’ :=m® —m?® satisfies

du’ — Ap’ —div(u’ Hy(x, Du’)) = div(m® (H, (x, Dii®) — H,(x, Du®))),

and still using the fact that Du?® is bounded, Lemma 1.1 implies that, for any ¢ > 1,
' 1/2
lm®(#) =’ 2 < Ce= D m® (1) — i’ || 12 4 Ce™/? [ / e D’ () — i) 13 ds] :
1

Recalling that m? is bounded in L*> (Lemma 1.1), we find

5t/2

m® () —m®|| ;2 < Ce forall £ > 1.

Let T > 2 to be chosen below. Coming back to (73), there exist #; € [1, T] and t, € [3T 41, 4T'] such that

s _ C
e DWW (1) — )7, < -
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Then from (72) we deduce

5]
c! f e D’ (t) — )3, dt

4]
<MD (0) — @)l 2llm® (1) = ® 12 + e D’ (1) — @) |2 |l (02) — [ 2 < CT V2,

Then, as t; <T <3T +1 <1, <4T, we have, for any t € [2T, 1],

th 1/2
md () —m®| 2 < Ce T mb (1)) — m®|| 12 + CeP/? [ / DWW (1) — )|, dr]
1
< CefwTetiT/Z + CeZ‘STT*I/“. (74)

Notice that, by choosing T large, and then § small, the above inequality implies that m°(t) — m® is
sufficiently small for any ¢ € [27, 3T']. In order to conclude, we only need to upgrade this estimate to the

L norm.

8

To this end, recall that w?® := u® — it® solves the equation

—3,w’ + 8w’ — Aw® + V? . Dw® = F(x, m®(1)) — F(x, m%),
where V? = fol H,(x, Dit’ + sD(u® — ®)) ds is uniformly bounded. Since we have, by Poincaré’s
inequality,

_ _ C
e 2|l wd () — (W’ ()3, < Ce 2| Dw’ ()13, < -

applying Lemma 1.2 to e =% w? we deduce that, for t € [2T, 2T +2],

[5)
lw? (1) = (W )) 2 < Ce™ @ w (12) = (w* (12)) [ 26" +C f e~ Im® (5) =i’ | 26" ds
t

66(t7t2/2)

—w(tr—t)
< Ce T1/2

t
FC (e T T2 42T T=1/4) / ? e~ 06D B=5) g
t
where we also used (74). Recalling that t € [2T, 2T +2] and #, € [3T +1,4T], we have t —1,/2 > 0, so
if § is small enough compared to w we conclude that
lw (#) = (W’ )2 < Ce™ T2 2T,
We apply once more Lemma 1.2 to estimate Dw?’(¢) in (2T, 2T + 1): we deduce that
ID@ () = )2 < Ce™ T2+ 2T 14

for every t € (2T, 2T + 1). In fact, since D(u®(t) — i) is bounded, a similar estimate actually holds in
L? for all p < oc:
IDWS (1) — @) || 1r < C(e~@T/P 4 MT/PT=1/2P)y,

Recalling the estimate (74), by parabolic regularity used for the equation of u? in the interval
(2T, 2T +1), we conclude that the L> norm of 1% satisfies a similar estimate for, say, t € (2T—|—%, 2T + 1).
In particular, we can fix T large and &g > 0 small such that in this interval we have lm®(t) —m® | o < K?
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for any 8 € (0, §p). We notice that the choice of T (and so dp) only depends on K, which is only dependent
on the data. This means that the estimates (70) and (71) have been proved to hold for r > T%, for some
T only depending on the data. On the other hand, the global gradient bound implies

1D (1) — )| < Ce TR

for some constant C > 0 and for every t € [0, T¢] and a similar estimate holds for ||m®(t) — m’|| .~ for
t € [1, T¢]. Hence (70) and (71) are proved in the whole time range. O

Let us underline the following consequence of our estimates on the solution to the linearized system
—3v+8v— Av+ H,(x, Du’) - Dv = g—;(x, m® (1)) (u(t))in (0, +00) x T4,
dp — Ap —div(uH,(x, Du’)) — div(m® Hy, (x, Du®)Dv) =0 in (0, +00) x T4, (75)
w(,-)=po inTY, v bounded.

Notice that the system has been now linearized around the pair (#°, m®) which solves the discounted
MEFG system (5).

Corollary 3.8. There exist 0,89 > 0 and a constant C > 0 such that, if § € (0, §y), then the solution
(v, w) to (75) with fw wo = 0 satisfies

IDv(t)ll2 < Ce ™ ol 2 forallt >0,
i@l < Ce ™ Nlwoll2 forallt > 1.

In addition, for any a € (0, 1), there is a constant C (independent of § € (0, 8y)) such that

sup |[v(1) 2+ < Cllptolcasay-
t>0

Proof. As in the proof of Lemma 3.3, we have a preliminary estimate:
@Il + IDv@) 2 < Collpoll 2.

We rewrite system (75) in the form (66) with

_ O F O F _
A(t, x) := —(H,(x, Du®) — H,(x, Dit®)) - Dv + S m® (1)) (u(t)) — S m®) (u (1)),
B(t, x) := —u(H,(x, Du’) — H,(x, Dit®)) — (m® H,,p (x, Du’) — m® H,, (x, Dii®)) Dv.
From Theorem 3.7, we have, for § small enough,
TA@® 2 < Ce™ ' (IDvll 2 + @)l 2) < Ce™ Y™l ugll 2 < Ce ™|l uoll 12

In the same way,
B2 < Ce™"?| uoll 2.

Then Proposition 3.5 implies

i@l 2 4+ 1Dv() |2 < CA+1)e 72| o]l 2.
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The above estimates combined with the maximum principle imply that v is bounded in L*> by

sup [[v(#)[loo < Clipollr2-
tel0,T]

In order to change the left-hand side ||v(#)||o into ||v(¢)||c2+« and the right-hand side | pol|;2 into
|10l (c2+«y, One can proceed as in Corollary 2.8. [l

4. The master cell problem

In this section we study the master cell problem:

A—Axx(x,m)+ H(x, Dy x(x,m)) —/ divy (D x (x, m, y)) dm(y)
T4

+/ Dyx(x,m,y) - Hy(y, Dxx(y,m))dm(y) = F(x,m) inTxPT?). (76)
'|]'d

We prove that this equation is well-defined in a suitable sense: there is a unique constant A for which the
master cell problem has a “weak” solution in T¢ x P(T%). Moreover we prove that A is also the unique
constant for which the ergodic mean field game system (2) has a solution (A, i, ).

Let us stress that a weak solution of (76), according to our next definition, is not necessarily C' with
respect to m, so (76) is not formulated classically. Instead, the equation is interpreted as is often done
with transport equations, by requiring somehow that the value of the solution is obtained through the
characteristic curves. By considering weak solutions, we avoid some lengthy and involved estimates
which are needed to achieve the C' character with respect to m. The reader is referred to [Cardaliaguet
et al. 2019] for this issue. For our purposes, the context of weak solutions is enough to characterize the
ergodic limit.

Definition 4.1. We say that the pair (A, x), with L € R and x : T¢xP(T¢ —Ra map, is a weak solution
to the master cell problem (76) if x and D, x are globally Lipschitz continuous in T¢ x P(T¢) and if x
satisfies the two conditions

(i) x is monotone, i.c.,
(x(x,m)— x(x,m))d(m—m')(x) >0 forall m,m’ € P(TY),
T4

(i1) for any mg € P(T4), and any 7" > 0, whenever we consider the unique solution (u, m) to
—u+Ar—Au+H(x,Du)=F(x,m) in(0,T)xT9,
oym — Am —divimH,(x, Du)) =0 in (0, T) x T¢, 77
m(0, ) =mo, u(T, )= xx,mT)) inT,

then we have y (x, mg) = u(0, x) for any x € T

Let us make some comments about the above definition. Firstly, the monotonicity condition on x
ensures the uniqueness of the solution (u, m) to (77). Secondly, if x = x (x, m) is a weak solution, then
x is actually C? in the space variable x because so is the solution u of (77) at time ¢ = 0. Thirdly,
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condition (ii) implies that in (77) one actually has x (x, m(t)) = u(t, x) for any (¢, x) € [0, T] x T, som
solves the McKean—Vlasov equation

om — Am —divimH,(x, Dy (x,m(t)))) =0, m(0, ) =my. (78)
The Lipschitz continuity of D, x ensures that this equation has a unique solution.

Theorem 4.2. There is a unique constant . € R for which the master cell problem (76) has a weak
solution. The constant X is also the unique constant for which the ergodic MFG problem (2) has a solution.
Besides, if x is a solution to (76), then x (-, m) is of class C* for any m € P(T?) and

D.x(x,m) = Dii(x) forallxeT¢,
where (u, m) is a solution to (2).

The proof requires several steps. As usual, we build the solution through the discounted problem, for
which we have to show uniform regularity estimates (independent of the discount factor).

4A. Estimates for the discounted master equation. In order to build a solution to the cell problem, we
consider, for § > 0, the discounted master equation (6). Let us recall, see [Cardaliaguet et al. 2019], that
U? can be built as follows: for any mg € P(T?), let (u®, m®) be the solution to (5). Then

U®(x, mg) = u’(0, x). (79)
The next lemma collects standard estimates on U°.

Lemma 4.3. Let U be the solution to (6). Then, for any a € (0, 1), there is a constant C, independent of
mq and 8, such that

18U+, m)|loo + 1D U (-, m) || c1+a < C forallm € P(TY).

Proof. Let (u®, m®) be a solution to (5). As u® is a bounded solution to the first equation in (5), it is well
known that

sup |8u5(t,x)| < sup |H(x,0)|+ sup |F(x,m)|.
(t,x)€[0,400)x T4 xeTd (x,m)eTd xP(T9)

This yields the uniform estimate on ||6U %lso. From Lemma 3.6, we know that Du® is bounded in
CcU+e)/214e for any « € (0, 1); this implies the same bound on D, U°. O

The next result states that U? is uniformly Lipschitz continuous with respect to .

Proposition 4.4. Let U’ be the solution to (6). Then, for any a € (0, 1), there exists a constant C,
depending on o and on the data only, such that

IDWUs(-,m, )l2taiia < C. (80)

In particular, U%( -, -) and D, U°( -, -) are uniformly Lipschitz continuous.
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Proof. Let us fix mg € P(T%), and let (u®, m®) be the solution to (5). We use the following representation
formula, see [Cardaliaguet et al. 2019]: for any smooth map o, we have

sU°
fﬂd W(xvmo’ Y)MO()’)dy:U(O’X)’ (81)

where (v, ) is the unique solution to the linearized system
—3v+8v— Av+ H,(x, Du®) - Dv = g—Z(x, md () (u(1)) in (0, +00) x T4,
d i — Ap —div(uH,(x, Du’)) — div(m® Hp,(x, Du®)Dv) =0 in (0, +o0) x T4, (82)
w(, ) =po inTY, v bounded.

If we suppose that fw no =0, Corollary 3.8 states that

sup [[v(@) |2+« < Cllpoll 2ty
t>0

for any o > 0. By (81) and
sU?° s
DyW(x,mo, y) = DU’ (x, my, y),

we infer exactly as in [Cardaliaguet et al. 2019] that
IDwU° (- mo, )24 at+a < C- m

Remark 4.5. We stress that the uniform Lipschitz continuity of U?( -, -) and D, U®( -, -) would require
milder assumptions than those needed to prove (80). Indeed, by only using condition (FGb) on the
couplings, we can replace the conclusion of Corollary 3.8 with the estimate

sup [[lv@®)lct = Cllmollcrys

t>0

which would follow as explained in Remark 2.10. With this latter estimate in hand, using (81) with
wo = Dy (y) (for ¥ smooth), it follows that

sU°
/d D},Dxm(x, mo, VY (y)dy < Clluollcry < CllvliLr,
T

which yields
||DmeU8(xs mo)|leo < C.

Since D? U%(x, m) is estimated from Lemma 4.3, this would imply the Lipschitz uniform bound for
D U°(-,-).

In the following, we actually only use this information in order to prove the existence of a weak
solution to the master equation and the convergence of the ergodic limit.

We finally establish that U° is monotone:

Lemma 4.6. For any § > 0 the map U® is monotone.
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Proof. Fix my, m6 € P(T9). Let us recall that U®(x, mg) = u®(0, x), where the pair (u®, m%) solves (5)
with initial condition mg. We denote by (u’, m’) the solution of (5) with initial condition m6. Then by
duality (consisting here in multiplying the equation for u® — u’ by m® —m’ and the equation by m® —m’
by u® — i/, integrating in time and space and adding the resulting quantities), we have

Lo [ ) = u' o) 1,60 ') dx <0,
dt Td
where, as #® and u’ are bounded and m® and m’ are probability measures,

lim e—‘”/ W, x)—u'@t, x)m’ @, x) —m'(t, x))dx = 0.
‘[d

t—+00

This proves that
/ (U°(x, mo) — U° (x, mp)) d(mo — my) (x) = / (0, x) — u' (0, x)) d(mo —mp)(x) >0. O
Td T4

4B. Existence of a solution for the master cell problem.

Proof of Theorem 4.2. Let us start with the proof of the existence of the solution to the master cell problem.
The proof of the uniqueness of the ergodic constant is given in Proposition 4.7 below.

For § > 0, let U® be the solution to the discounted master equation (6). We have seen in Lemma 4.3
and Proposition 4.4 that U® and D, U? are uniformly Lipschitz continuous and that §U° is bounded.
We set Wo(x, m) = U®(x, m) — U%(0, m). Then W? is bounded and uniformly Lipschitz continuous
on the compact space T x P(T%), so it converges, up to a subsequence, to a continuous map x :
T¢ x P(T?) — R. Since D, W? is also bounded in Lipschitz norm, we deduce that D, x is Lipschitz
continuous (in T¢ x P(T4)). Moreover (8U°(0, 1)) converges (along the same subsequence, without
loss of generality) to some constant A.

Next we prove that x is a weak solution to (76). We already know that y and D, x are Lipschitz
continuous with respect to both variables. In addition, x is monotone thanks to Lemma 4.6. Let T > 0,
mq € P(T?) with a smooth density and (w?, m®) be the solution to

—dwd + 8w +8U°%0, m) — Aw® + H(x, Dw®) = F(x,m®) on (0, T) x T4,
om® — Am® — diV(m‘SHp(x, Dw®)) =0 on (0, 7) x T?,
m¥(0,-) =mg, w(T,-)=Wx,m*(T)) on T¢,

By definition we have Wo(x, m®(T)) = U%(x,m®(T)) — U’(0, m) and we know that U°®(x, m®(t)) =
u®(¢, x) for all ¢, where u? is the solution to (5). Hence we deduce that

w (2, x) = ul@t, x) — U0, m) = We(x, m* (1))

for all (¢, x) € (0, T) x T% In particular, by Lemma 3.6, w® is uniformly bounded in C'+%/2.2+¢ for some
a € (0, 1), while m® is uniformly bounded and uniformly continuous on [0, T'] with values in P(T4). So
there exists a subsequence, still denoted for simplicity by (w®, m®), such that w?® converges in C"? to a
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map w and m® converges in Cc%([0, T1, P(T%) to a map m. The pair (w, m) is a solution to
—Jw+Ar—Aw+ Hx, Dw)=F(x,m) in(0,T) x T¢,
om — Am —divimH,(x, Dw)) =0 in (0, T) x T¢,
m(0,-)=mg, w(T,-)=x&x,mT) inT%
As the solution to this equation is unique (because x is monotone), we derive that (w, m) is the unique
solution to (77). Moreover, as w’ (0, x) = W?(x, my), we also have at the limit w (0, x) = x (x, mg). This

proves that x is a weak solution to (76). [l

Let us now come back to the ergodic MFG problem (2). We denote by (A, ii, m) the solution to this
equation.

Proposition 4.7. Let (A, x) be a solution of the ergodic master equation. Then we have . = A and
Dy x(x,m) = Du(x).
Proof. Let us fix T > 0 and let (1, m) be the solution to
—du+r—Au+ H(x,Du) = F(x,m) in(0,T) x T¢,
dm — Am — div(mH,(x, Du)) =0 in (0, T) x T¢, (83)
m(@,-)=m, u(,-)=xxmT)) inT9

We have already noticed that m is the solution to the McKean—Vlasov equation
om — Am —divimH,(x, Dyx(x,m(t)))) =0, m(0,-)=m

which has a unique solution because D, x is Lipschitz continuous. This means that m is defined indepen-
dently of the horizon 7. As we know that u(¢, x) = x(x, m(t)), the same holds for . Then, from the
usual energy inequality applied to (# — it, m —m), we have, forany 0 <1, <1, <T,

5] 5]
/ M|Du—Du| <- C[/ (u—ﬁ)(m—n‘i)] . (84)
Td T4 f
The right-hand side is bounded because u(t, -) = x (-, m(¢)) and u are bounded, so
T
/ / m|Du — Di|* < C. (85)
0 JT¢
By Lemma 1.4 we have
sup |lm(t) —ml;2 <C. (86)
1€[0,T]

As m is bounded below, (85) implies that there exists t7 € [T /2, T] such that ]W |Du(ty) — Dii|* < 2C/T.
In particular, for T large enough, we have, by (84) applied with 1, =0 and t, = f7,

1 tr
/f |Du—Dﬁ|2sf/ |Du—Dﬁ|2s—C/ wtr) — @) (m(ir) — 1)
0 JTd 0 JTd T4

=-C Tl(u(tr) —u — (u(tr) —u))(m(tr) —m)

< C||Du(tr) — Dit|| ;2 < CT~'?,
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by Poincaré’s inequality, (86) and our choice of ¢r. Letting 7 — oo we can conclude that Du = Du on
[0, 1] x T%. Therefore, m satisfies

om — Am —divimH,(x, Du(x))) =0 on (0, 1) x T, m(0, ) =m.

But this equation has m as a unique solution, which shows that m(¢, x) = m(x) on [0, 1] x T, Since the
McKean—Vlasov equation (78) is autonomous, we finally have m(t) = m and Du(t, x) = D, x (x, m) =
Du(x) for any (¢, x) € [0, T] x T4 and, as a consequence, A = A O

5. The long time behavior

We now fix a solution x to the master cell problem and, given a terminal condition G : T¢ x P(T%) - R
satisfying our standing assumptions (see Section 1A), we consider the solution to the backward equation

—o0:U(t,x,m)—A, U(t,x,m)+H(x, D, U(t,x,m))
—/ div(D,, U(t,x,m,y))dm(y)
Td

+/ DU (t,x,m,y)-H,(y, DU (t,y,m))dm(y) = F (x,m) in(—oo,O)dexP(Td),(87)
‘[[d

U@, x,m)=G(x,m) in T?xP(T9).

We recall that the existence of a unique classical solution to (87) was proved in [Cardaliaguet et al. 2019].
Here is our main convergence result.

Theorem 5.1. Let x be a weak solution to the master cell problem (76). Then, there exists a constant
¢ € R such that

. lim U, x,m)+ it = x(x,m)+c,

——00

uniformly with respect to (x, m) € T4 x P(T9).
Moreover, we also have that D, U (t, x, m) — D, x(x, m) as T — 0o, uniformly with respect to (x, m).
Theorem 5.1 implies the convergence of the solution of the MFG system as T — +o0.

Corollary 5.2. Let ¢ be the constant given in Theorem 5.1. For T > 0 and mqg € P(T?), let (u”, m") be
the solution to (1). Then, for any t > 0,

lim u?(t,x)—MT —1) = x(x, m(1)) +c,

T—+oc0

where the convergence is uniform in x and m solves
om — Am —divimHp,(x, Dy x(x,m))) =0, m(0) =my. (88)
Moreover, for any é € (0, 1),
TETOO ul 8T, x) — (1 =8)AT = x(x,m) +c,

where (i, m) solves (2) and where the convergence is uniform in x.
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In particular, when ¢ = 0, we get

lim u’(0,x)— AT = x(x, mg) +c.
T— 400

Proof of Corollary 5.2. We know that u” (t, x) = U(t — T, x, m” (¢)) and that m” solves the McKean—
Vlasov equation

dm” — Am” —divim" H,(x, DyU(t — T, x,m))) =0, m’(0)=mo.

As x — D, U(t, x, m) is bounded in C ! (see Proposition 5.3 below), we know from Theorem 5.1 that,

as T — +oo, (D, U(t—T,-,-)) converges uniformly to D, x. So, for any t > 0, m”

([0, t], P(T%)) towards a solution m of (88). Then again by Theorem 5.1, we have

converges in

lim uT(z,x)+i(z—T)=Tlir£ Uit —T,x,m" @)+t —T) = x(x,m@)) +c.

T—+00
Let us now fix § > 0. From Theorem 2.6, we have that m” (§T') converges (exponentially fast) to 7.
Hence, by Theorem 5.1 again, we have

lim uT(ST,x)—(l—S)iT:TliT U(—1=8)T,x,m"8T)) — (1 =8)AT = x(x,m)+c. O
—+00

T—+o00

The proof of Theorem 5.1 relies on estimates on U (¢, -, - ) (independent of ) developed in the next
section.

5A. Lipschitz estimates of the solution U. We collect here the main estimates satisfied by the solution
of (87). They actually follow from the estimates developed in Section 2B for the solution (u, m) of the
MFG system.

Proposition 5.3. Let U be the solution to the master equation (87). Then there exists a constant C such
that

Sup ||U(t7’m)+)_\t||cz+a+”DmU(ta’m7)||2+(¥,1+0l§C5 (89)
t<0, meP(Td)

while

sup \U(t,x,m)—U(s,x,m)| <Clt —s|"? foralls,t <0, |s—t| <1.
(x,m)eTd xP(T4)
Proof. Let us recall that, for any 7o < 0 and mg € P(T4), one has U (ty, x, my) = u(ty, x), where (u, m) is
the solution to the MFG system

—d;u — Au+ H(x, Du) = F(x, m) in (19, 0) x T¥,
dm — Am — div(mH,(x, Du)) =0 in (ty, 0) x T¢,
m(to, -) =mg, u(0,-)=G(x,m(0)) inT9.

By Lemma 1.5, we have the Lipschitz bound || Du||» < C, uniform with respect to the horizon #y. This
proves that || D, U||s < C and, in turn, that m is uniformly Holder continuous in time with values in
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P(Td); see (17). Furthermore, from Theorem 2.6 we get an estimate for U(t — T, x, m) at time t = 0;
namely, that there exists a constant C, independent of 7, such that
”DJCU(_Ta T m0)||cl+a =< C;
”U(_Tv X, mO) - XT”OO S C
Therefore, we deduce that

sup U, -, m)+ At c2e < C.
1<0, meP(T9)

Following [Cardaliaguet et al. 2019], the derivative of U with respect to m can be represented as

/T BU (10 . mo, W0 () dy = vlto, ), 90)

d Bm

where, for any smooth map o : T — R, (v, u) solves the linearized problem
—8,v—Av+Hp(x,Du)-Dv=g—;(x,m)(u) in (t, 0) x T4,
o — Ap —div(uH,(x, Du)) —divimHp,(x, Du)Dv) =0 in (f, 0) x T,
u(to, ) = po, U(O,-)zg(x,m(O))(u(O)) in T9.

Our aim is to provide estimates on v in order to show the uniform Lipschitz regularity of U with respect
to m. We assume that fvd wo = 0 since we are only interested in D,,U = D, (8U/dm). Then Corollary 2.8
states that

sup [|v(0)llc2se < Cltoll ey
tel0,T]

This proves that

< Cllmoll(crtay

C2+a

SU
/ —(to, -, mo, y)po(y) dy
.

4 8m

for any smooth map g with fw no = 0. Therefore, as in [Cardaliaguet et al. 2019], we obtain

DU (to, -, mo, - )ll24a,14a < C. oD

It remains to check the time regularity of U. For this, let us first check that u is globally %—Holder in
time. Let us recall that u is globally Lipschitz continuous in space. So, integrating in space the equation
for u, the map t — (u(¢)) is globally Lipschitz continuous. Then the map (¢, x) — u(t, x) — (u(t))
is globally bounded in L, is globally Lipschitz continuous in space and solves a heat equation with
bounded right-hand side; therefore it is %—Holder continuous in time. This implies the global Holder
continuity in time for u. As U(¢, x, m(t)) = u(¢, x) and U is uniformly Lipschitz continuous in m, we
have, for o <s <r1y+1,

|U(S,X,m0) - U(t()vxamo)' =< |U(S7xvm0) - U(S’x’m(s))| + |U(S,x,m(s)) - U(to,x,m0)|

= Cdy(mo, m(s)) + [u(s, x) — u(to, x)|

< Cls —10|"* + |u(s, x) — u(to, x)| < Cls —to]"/2,
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where we used the uniform regularity of m in time (since H, (-, Du) is bounded, see Remark 1.6) for the
second inequality, and the uniform Holder regularity in time of « in the last one. (I

Remark 5.4. We stress that if we only use the regularity condition (FGb) on the couplings, then we can
replace the conclusion of Corollary 2.8 with the first-order estimate (57) and obtain, rather than (91),
the milder estimate || D,,, DU (t, x, m)||c < C. This is actually enough to conclude with the uniform
Lipschitz bound for U and D, U, which is what is only needed in the proof of Theorem 5.1.

5B. Proof of Theorem 5.1. We are now ready to prove our main result.
Proof of Theorem 5.1. Let x be a weak solution to the master cell problem (76). For T > 0, let us consider
UT(t,x,m)=U(@t—T,x,m) for(t,x,m) e (—oo, T]x T x P(T).
Then U7 solves
—3,UT - AU +H(x, D,U)
- fd div(D, U™ (t, x,m, y)) dm(y)
TJr/wDmUT(z,x,m,y)-H,,(DxU(z,y,m,y))dm(y):F(x,m) in (—oo, T) x T4 xP(T4),

UT(T, x,m) = G(x, m) in T? x P(T9).

By the Lipschitz regularity of U and D, U and the bound in (89) (Proposition 5.3), the family (U (-, -, - )+
a- — T)}r is relatively compact in C YR x T x P(TY). Let T, — +oo be any sequence such that
(t,x,m) = U@, x,m)+rt—T,) locally uniformly converges to some V (¢, x, m). Then V is a weak
solution to

—9,V+A—AV+H (x, D, V)—f div(D,, V(t, x,m, y)) dm(y)
Td

+/ Dy V(t,x,m,y)-Hy(y, DU, y,m,y))dm(y) = F(x,m) inRxT'xP(T’) (92)
Td

in the sense that V satisfies similar requirements to those in Definition 4.1. Namely, V and D,V are
uniformly Lipschitz continuous in x and m and %-Hélder continuous in the time variable, V' is monotone
in m and satisfies that, for any #; <, and if (u, m) solves the MFG system

—du+Ar—Au-+ H(x, Du) = F(x, m) in (1, ) x T4,
om — Am —divimH,(x, Du)) =0 in (1, ) x T4, (93)
m(ty,-)=mo, u(tr,-)=V(,x,m)) inT

we have V (¢, x, mg) = u(t;, x) (and so V (¢, x, m(t)) = u(t, x) for any ¢ € [t, rr]).

Our goal is to show that V (¢, x, m) — x (x, m) is constant. Let us recall that Proposition 2.7 implies
that UT (0, x, m) — AT — i converges to a constant ¢ as T — 4-o00. Hence V (0, x, m) = u(x) + c. Since
x (x, m) = u, this shows that, if V (¢, x, m) — x (x, m) is proved to be constant, then this constant will be
equal to ¢, and independent of the subsequence (7},).
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Let us fix mg € P(T%). Let T > 0 be large and (u, m) be the solution to the MFG system (93) with
t1 =0 and #, = T. We note that m is the unique solution to the McKean—Vlasov equation

{B,m — Am —div(mH,(x, D,V (t,x,m))) =0 on [0, T] x T¢,

m(0) = myg in T. ©4

In particular, since V and D,V are globally Lipschitz in m, this implies that m and u are defined
independently of the horizon T (meaning that, for t € [0, T'], u(¢,-) := V (¢, -, m(t)) and m(¢, - ) do not
depend on T').

In the same way we define (i, 711) to be the solution to the MFG system

—dii+r—Ai+H(x,Di)=F(x,m) in(0,T)x T4,

om — Am —divimH,(x, Du)) =0 in (0, T) x T¢,

m(0,)=mg, (T, )= x(x,m(T)) inT?.
As before we note that (iz, m) does not depend on the horizon T, that u(t, x) = x(x, m(t)) for any
t € [0, T] and that 1 is the unique solution to the McKean—Vlasov equation

om — Am —divimH,(x, Dyx(x,m)) =0 on [0, T], m(0) = my. 95)

Using the result of Theorem 2.6 with both G(x, -) =V (T, x, -) and G = x (x, - ), we have (changing u
into u +A(T —¢) and i into i 4+ A(T — 1)),

() — il oo + 112 (t) — filloo < C(e™ +e7T7D)  te]l,T],

where (i, m) is the solution to the ergodic MFG system (2). But since m and m do not depend on the
horizon T, here we can let first T — o0, and then ¢t — 00, so we conclude that both m(¢) and mi(¢)
converge to m as t — +o00.
Applying once more the standard estimates on the MFG systems, we have
T T
f (m +m)|Du — Dii)* < —C[
0 JTd 0

(u—u)(m —nﬁ)} = _wa(u(T) —u(T))(m(T) —m(T))

Td

since m(0) = m(0) = mp. As u and u are uniformly Lipschitz continuous in space and m(T) and m(T)
have the same limit m as T — +o00, we deduce that

T
lim / (m +m)|Du — Di|* = 0.
T—+o0 0 JTd

In particular, as m (and m) are regular and bounded below by a positive constant on intervals of the form
[, T] with ¢ > 0, we deduce that Du = Dii on [&, T] and thus on [0, T']. Therefore m and m solve the
same equation, which implies m(t) = m(¢) for any r > 0. Coming back to the equations satisfied by u
and u gives d;u = 0;u, so there is a constant ¢ such that u (¢, x) = u(¢, x) + c. In other words

Vt,x,m@)) = x(x,m(t))+c forallz>0.

Notice that the above conclusion holds for any given mq € P(T¢) and the constant ¢ could depend on
at this stage. But we are going to show that this is actually not the case.
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Indeed, let us choose my = m. Then Proposition 4.7 says that m(¢) = m(¢t) = m. We denote by ¢ the
constant found above, i.e., u(t, x) = u(t, x) + ¢. By definition, this implies V (¢, x, m) = x (x, m) +c.
Now, for any mg € P(T4), we recall that the solution m (1) = () converges to m as t — +00. By the
uniform Lipschitz continuity of x and V with respect to m (uniform in (¢, x)), this implies

[V, x,m@) =V, x,m)|+[x(x,m()) — x(x,m)| - 0 ast— oo.
Since
lc—cl=1|V (&, x,m()) — x(x,m(t)) — (V(¢, x,m) — x(x, m))],

by letting t — 0o we deduce that ¢ = ¢. In particular, we have proved that
V(0,x,mg) = x(x,mg)+¢ forall mg € P(T?).

Finally, we can apply the above reasoning to the translation V(- + ty, x, m) for any #ty € R. It turns
out that ¢ = lim;_, o V(¢ + 19, x, m(t)) — x (x, m(t)), which is clearly independent of 7g. Therefore we
conclude that

V (ty, x, mg) = x (x,mg)+¢ forall (o, x, my) € R x T¢ x P(TY). O

Let us point out that any weak solution of the ergodic master equation solves (92). So the above proof
actually shows that two solutions of the ergodic master equation differ only by a constant:

Corollary 5.5. If x| and x» are weak solutions of the ergodic master equation (76), then there exists a
constant ¢ such that

xo(x,m) = x1(x,m)+¢ forall (x,m)e T xP(TY.

6. The discounted problem

We now investigate the behavior, as § — 0%, of the solution U? of the discounted master equation (6).
Our main result is:

Theorem 6.1. Let U® be the solution to the discounted master equation (6) and (A, it, m) the solution of
the ergodic problem (2). Then, as § — 0, U — 1/8 converges uniformly to the solution x to the master
cell problem (76) such that y (x,m) = u(x) + 0, where 0 is the unique constant for which the following
linearized ergodic problem has a solution (v, [1):

ﬁ+9‘—A5+H,,(x,Dﬁ)-Dﬁ=g—:;(x,m)(m inT,
—Afi —div(iH,(x, Dit)) — div(m H,,(x, Di)Dv) =0 inTY, (96)
fwrd/_‘:fird’_)zo'

Let us comment a bit more on the normalization condition x (x, 1) = it (x) +6 which selects the unique
limit of the discounted master equation (6), according to the above result. As we shall see in the next
section, given any (not necessarily normalized with zero average) solution u to

A — Aii+ H(x, Dii) = F(x, m)in T¢, (97)
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there is a unique constant & for which (96) admits a solution. However, since i is unique up to addition
of a constant, the sum i + 6 will be uniquely determined. Indeed, by changing i through the addition
of a constant, the value # will be translated accordingly. In other words, one can say that the limit of
Ué—x /6 is the solution x of the master cell problem (76) such that x (x, m) coincides with the unique
solution of (97) for which the constant & vanishes.

Exactly as for the time-dependent problem, we can infer from Theorem 6.1 the limit behavior of the
solution of the discounted MFG system:

Corollary 6.2. Let mg € P(T¢) and, for & > 0, let u®, m®) be the solution to the discounted MFG
system (5). Then
(}in(l)u‘s(o, x) —A/8 = x(x, mo),

uniformly with respect to x, where x is the solution of the ergodic cell problem (76) given in Theorem 6.1.

6A. An additional ergodic system. Given a solution u of the MFG ergodic problem (2), we investigate
the ergodic problem (96). The heuristic justification of (96) is that we expect the solution @, m®) of (7)
to be of the form

ﬁ5~%+ﬁ+§+85, 7% ~ 17+ 8], 98)
and, in view of (7), the equation satisfied by (8, v, i) should be (96).
We start the proof of the existence for (96) as usual, by a discounted problem:

Lemma 6.3. Let A, B € L®°(T4). For § > 0 small, there is a unique solution (v°, u®) € WhH°(T%) x
L>®(T9) to the discounted system

_ - oF - .
i+8v8 — AvS + H,(x, Dit) - Dv® = Z—(x, m)(1®) + A inT¢,
{ P sm (99)
—Ap® —div(u Hy(x, Di)) — div(m H,p (x, Dit) Dv®) = div(B) in T¢,
with fw w® = 0. Moreover, there is a constant C > 0 (independent of 8, A and B) such that
189 lloo + 1DV oo + 114 oo < €1+ [ Alloo + | Blloo)-

Proof. Existence of a solution runs with a standard fixed point, so we omit it. The duality relation (here
between v° and 1) gives (using Poincaré’s inequality)

C‘llle5||§2§/ (it + 6v° — A’ + B - Dv°
‘[[d

< (IDit)| 2 4+ 81DV | 12 + Al ) I’ 22 + 1| Bll 2 | DYl 12,
SO

-1/2 1/2 1/2
1DV (1.2 < C(UIDal + AL NS + 816l 2 + 1B 2).

By Corollary 1.3, we have

-,1/2 1/2 1/2
11812 < CADY N2+ 1Bll2) < C(UIDal S+ HAI NSNS + 816l 2 + 1Bl 2).
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So, for § > 0 small enough, we obtain
I’ llz2 < CIDll 2+ | All 2 + 1B 2).-
This implies the same bound for Dv? and, by the maximum principle, the estimate
18v°loo < CCllitll o + | Ditll 12 + | Bl 2 + | All ).

Moreover, considering the equation satisfied by w := v® — (v®), we have by local regularity for weak
solutions [Gilbarg and Trudinger 1977, Theorem 8.17] and Poincaré’s inequality

v = (1) [loo < C(L+0° — (V)| 12) < C(A+ DV |l12) < C(1+ [l w1 + Al + | Bl 2)-

Then by classical elliptic regularity [Gilbarg and Trudinger 1977, Theorem 8.32], we have, for any
a€(0,1),
10° = (@) e < CA+ llillwroo + | Alle + 1Bl 2)-

We can now apply the local regularity for weak solutions to u® [Gilbarg and Trudinger 1977, Theo-
rem 8.17]) and infer that

11 lce < CUIDV? |6 + | Blloo) < C(llitll i + [|All L + || Bl o). 0

Proposition 6.4. Let (A, it, m) be a solution of the ergodic system (2) and (v°, u?) be the solution to (99)
for A and B satisfying
[Alloc + [ Blloo = €8

for some constant C. Then, as § — 07,

50°) — 6, - NEST, WIS L,
where (0, v, ) is the unique solution to (96).
Proof of Proposition 6.4. Passing to the limit in (99) (up to a subsequence) provides a constant # (limit
of §(v%)), amap v € W (limit of v® — (v?)) and a map i € L (limit of 11?) which solve (96). The
uniqueness of Dv (and hence of v) and of & can be established by the standard duality argument of [Lasry

and Lions 2007]. Then 6 is unique by the equation. The full convergence of (8(v®), v® — (v%), u?) holds
by uniqueness of the limit. (]

6B. Proof of Theorem 6.1. The proof of Theorem 6.1 consists mostly in showing that the heuristic
relation (98) holds.

Proposition 6.5. Let (A, i, m), (%, m®) and (0, v, i) be respectively solutions to (2), (7) and (96). Then
o
)

lim |[i#2® —
§—0t

—ﬁ—éH + ||m® — 7t 0e = 0.

o0

Proof. The argument is very close to the proof of the exponential rate (see Theorem 2.6). Let

E={(v, ) € W (T4 x L®T) : | 8v]lo0 + I Dvlo + Il < C},
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where C is to be chosen below. For (v, n) € E, we consider the solution (v, i) to (99) with

Ax) = 5*1(—(H(x, D(ii +6v)) — H(x, Dit) — $Hy(x, Dii) - Dv)
+ F(x, i 48u) — F(x, m) — 3%@, rﬁ)(u)),

B(x) :=8""((m +8)H, (x, D(it + 8v)) — mHy,(x, Dit) — S H,(x, Dit) — 8m H,yp (x, i) Dv).

As
I|Alloo + |1 Blloo < CC 28,

we have, by Lemma 6.3 (and for § small enough),
1881100 + 1Ddlloo + 12lloo < C(1+ | Alloo + | Bllo) < C(1+C2).

We can choose C such that, for § small enough, the right-hand side is less than C. Then we can easily
conclude that the map (v, ) — (9, /1) has a fixed point (v°, u%). Note that ()_»/5 + i+ 8V, 4+ 8u’)
solves (7) and therefore is equal to (i, m%). Hence, by Proposition 6.4, we deduce

@ =% -] =150~ 0l < 150" = W*Dllow +15(0") =] > 0 as 50,
[e.e]

which completes the proof. (]

Proof of Theorem 6.1. Recall that we have uniform Lipschitz estimates on U° and on D,U? (Lemma 4.3
and Proposition 4.4) and that any converging subsequence is a weak solution of the ergodic master
equation (proof of Theorem 4.2). Therefore, we only need to show that U® — §~'A has a limit when
evaluated at some value. For this, let (i, m%) be the solution to (7). As (%, m®) is also a stationary
solution to (5), we have

Ul(x,m®) =i’(x) forall x e T?.

We have seen in Proposition 6.5 that, as § — 0, /m® converges to 7z, while i® —8~!A converges to it +6. O
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ON THE COST OF OBSERVABILITY IN SMALL TIMES FOR
THE ONE-DIMENSIONAL HEAT EQUATION

JEREMI DARDE AND SYLVAIN ERVEDOZA

We aim at presenting a new estimate on the cost of observability in small times of the one-dimensional
heat equation, which also provides a new proof of observability for the one-dimensional heat equation.
Our proof combines several tools. First, it uses a Carleman-type estimate borrowed from our previous
work (SIAM J. Control Optim. 56:3 (2018), 1692—1715), in which the weight function is derived from
the heat kernel and which is therefore particularly easy. We also use explicit computations in the Fourier
domain to compute the high-frequency part of the solution in terms of the observations. Finally, we use
the Phragmén—Lindel6f principle to estimate the low-frequency part of the solution. This last step is done
carefully with precise estimations coming from conformal mappings.

1. Introduction

Setting. The goal of this work is to analyze the cost of observability in small times of the one-dimensional
heat equation. To fix the ideas, let L, T > 0 and consider the following heat equation, set in the bounded
interval (—L, L) and among some time interval (0, T'):

du—02u=0 in (0,7)x(—L, L),
ut,—L)=u(, L)=0 1in(0,7), (1-1)
u(0,x) =uop(x) in (—L, L).

In (1-1), the state u = u(¢, x) satisfies a heat equation, with initial datum ug € HO1 (=L, L).

Our main goal is to study the cost of observability in small times 7" of the problem (1-1) observed
from both sides x = —L and x = + L. To be more precise, let us recall that it is by now well known that
there exists Co(7, L) such that all solutions u of (1-1) with initial datum u¢ € HO1 (=L, L) satisty

(Tl L2,y < Co(T. LY(10xu(t. =LY 20,7y + 19xu(t, L) 22(0,1))- (1-2)

In fact, the existence of the constant Co (T, L) is a consequence of the null controllability results in small
times obtained by [Egorov 1963; Fattorini and Russell 1971] in the one-dimensional case. From now on,
we denote by Co(7, L) the best constant in the observability inequality (1-2).

A precise description of the constant Co(7, L) as T — 0 is still missing, despite several contributions
in this direction, which we would like to briefly recall here. First, [Seidman 1984] showed that

limsup T log Co(T, L) < oo, (1-3)
T—0

This work has been supported by the CIMI Labex, Toulouse, under grant ANR 11-LABX-0040-CIMI.
MSC2010: 30D20, 35K05, 42A38, 93B05.
Keywords: controllability, observability, heat equation, cost of fast control, observability in small times.
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while [Giiichal 1985] proved that
liminf 7 log Co(T, L) > 0. (1-4)
T—0

Besides, due to the scaling of the equation, Co(7, L) depends only on the ratio L2/ T. Therefore, the
quantity T log Co(T, L) should be compared to L2 We list below several contributions:

lim inf 7" log Co(T.L)=1L? [Miller 2004],

—

liminf 7 log Co(T. L) = 3L? [Lissy 2015],
T—0

limsup T log Co(T, L) < 2(38)L?  [Miller 2006],
T—0

limsup T log Co(T, L) < %Lz [Tenenbaum and Tucsnak 2007].
T—0

Main result. Our contribution comes in this context. Namely we prove the following result:

Theorem 1.1. Setting

r'(1)? - I'(n+1
K0=i+ (4)2 > " I ‘7‘) (Ko 2 0.6966), (1-5)
822 % @n+ 1) T(n+ )
where 1" denotes the gamma function, we have
limsup T log Co(T, L) < KoL>. (1-6)
T—0

In fact, for all K > Ky, there exists a constant C > 0 such that for all T € (0, 1], for all solutions u of
(1-1) with initial datum ug € HO1 (=L, L),

%2
u(T)exp ( ﬁ)
Remark 1.2. The constant Ky in (1-5) can alternatively be written as
1, 2 [y In(eot($)) Veost) dr
T ede

KL?
<C exp( T

)(naxu(z, Dl + 13sut. Dllzorn). (-7

L2(—L,L)

Ko = (1-8)

see Proposition 2.3 in Section 2.

Theorem 1.1 slightly improves the cost of observability in small times when compared to [Tenenbaum
and Tucsnak 2007]. However, we do not claim that this bound is sharp, and this remains, to our knowledge,
an open problem. In particular, we shall comment in Section 4F a possible path to improve the estimates
given in Theorem 1.1.

In fact, we believe that Theorem 1.1 is interesting mostly by its proof, presented in Section 2, which
combines several arguments. In particular, it uses a Carleman-type estimate, which was already used in
[Dardé and Ervedoza 2018] to derive a good description of the reachable set for the one-dimensional heat
equation in terms of domains of holomorphic extension of the states. This Carleman-type estimate is
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used to reduce the problem of observability to an estimate of the low-frequency part of the solution of
(1-1). Then, we shall use Fourier analysis on the conjugated heat equation to get an exact formula for the
high-frequency part of the solution of (1-1) in terms of the observations. The last part of the argument is
a complex analysis argument based on the Phragmén—Lindel6f principle. We refer to Sections 2 and 3 for
the detailed proof of Theorem 1.1.

Let us also mention that Theorem 1.1 is strongly connected to control theory. Indeed, let us consider
the following null-controllability problem: given T > 0 and yo € L?(—L, L), find control functions
v_, vy € L%(0, T) such that the solution y of

d;y—032y =0 in(0,T)x(—L, L),
y(t,—L)ZU_(l) in (O’ T)v

. (1-9)
y(t,+L)=v4(r) in(0,7),
y(0,x) =yo(x) in(=L,L),
satisfies
y(T,x)=0 in (=L, L). (1-10)

It is well known, see, e.g., [Egorov 1963; Fattorini and Russell 1971], that for any 7 > 0, one can find
controls v_, vy of minimal (L?(0, T))? norm, depending linearly on yo € L?(—L, L), such that the
controlled trajectory, i.e., the solution of (1-9), satisfies (1-10). Besides, the .2 (L?(—L, L); (L?(0, T))?)-
norm of the linear map yg — (v—, vy ) is precisely Co(7, L). In other words, Co(7, L) also characterizes
the cost of controllability for the one-dimensional heat equation.

We emphasize that Theorem 1.1 also allows us to tackle some multidimensional settings. Namely, as
a consequence of Theorem 1.1 and the control transmutation method, see [Miller 2006], one gets the
following corollary:

Corollary 1.3. Let Q be a smooth bounded domain of R%, and let Ty be an open subset of 3S2. Let
a=a(x) e L®(Q; Mz(R)) and p € L°°(2; R) be such that there exist strictly positive numbers p—, p+,
a_ and ay such that for all x € Q and & € RY,

a-[§? a()E-€ <arlgl’, p- <p(x) < p+

Further assume that there exist a time So > 0 and a constant C > 0 such that, for any (wg, w1) €
HO1 () x L%(R), the solution w of

o(x) dgsw —div(a(x)Vw) =0 in (0,8) x Q,
w(s,x)=0 on (0,8) x 092, (1-11)
(w(0, x), dsw(0,x)) = (wo(x), wi(x)) in L

satisfies a(x)Vw -n € L?((0, So) x I'y) and

[(wo, Wl g (@)xL2(@) < Cllax)Vw -1l L2(0,50)x10)- (1-12)
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We define Co(T, 2, 'g) as the best constant in the following observability inequality: for all ug € HO1 (M),
the solution u of
p(x) 0;u —div(a(x)Vu) =0 in(0,T)xQ,

u(t,x) =0 on (0,T) x 9, (1-13)
u(0,x) =up(x) in
satisfies
(T 2ary < Co(T, 2, To)la(x)Vu - nllr2(0,7)xT0)- (1-14)
Then we have
lim sup T log Co (7, 2, To) < KoSZ. (1-15)
T—0

Corollary 1.3 uses the transmutation method and therefore the observability of the corresponding wave
equation (1-11), which has been well-studied in the literature. In particular, if the coefficients p and a
are C2(S_2), according to [Bardos et al. 1988; 1992; Burq and Gérard 1997], the wave equation (1-11)
satisfies the observability inequality (1-12) if and only if all the rays of geometric optics meet I'g in a
nondiffractive point in time less than Sy. In the case of coefficients p and a which are less regular, let
us quote [Fanelli and Zuazua 2015] in the one-dimensional case with p and a in the Zygmund class,
and [Dehman and Ervedoza 2017] in the multidimensional case for coefficients p € C%(Q) and a = 1,
with p satisfying a multiplier-type condition similar to the one in [Ho 1986; Lions 1988] in the sense of
distributions (and p locally C I close to the boundary, see [Dehman and Ervedoza 2017, Section 4.2]).

Let us emphasize that Corollary 1.3 can be applied in the one-dimensional case as well for coefficients
in the Zygmund class [Fanelli and Zuazua 2015], thus allowing a more general class of coefficients than
in the analysis of [Miller 2004; Tenenbaum and Tucsnak 2007], which is done for p =1 anda € C 2
(and, possibly, a continuous potential). But even in the case Q = (=L, L), I'o ={-L, L}, p(x) =1,
a(x) =1, we get So = 2L and thus we obtain an estimate on the cost of observability of the form

limsup T log Co(T, (—L, L), {—L,L}) < 4KoL?,
T—0

instead of (1-6). In other words, we have a loss of a factor 4, so that the results in [Miller 2004; Tenenbaum
and Tucsnak 2007] are better than ours in the one-dimensional case for a coefficient a in (1-13) which
belongs to C2. Therefore, we shall also explain how Theorem 1.1 can be extended to a multidimensional
case directly when the observation is performed on the whole boundary; see Theorems 4.1-4.2.

Let us mention that the proofs of the observability inequality of the heat equation for general smooth
bounded domains €2 and observation in an open subset 'y of the boundary in [Fursikov and Imanuvilov
1996; Lebeau and Robbiano 1995] yield that

limsup T log Co(T, 2, Tp) < o0,
T—0

while on the other hand, [Miller 2004] proves

liminf 7 log Co(T, 2, T'g) = § supd(x, Tp)>.
T—0 Q
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To our knowledge, getting more intrinsic geometric upper estimates on the cost of observability in small
times in such general settings is still out of reach. In fact [Laurent and Léautaud 2018] shows that upper
estimates on the cost of observability in small times cannot be linked only to the maximal distance to
the control set and are deeply related to the geometry of the domain and of the observation set; see
Remark 4.3. However, in geometrical cases which can be obtained by tensorization, some estimates can
be obtained; see [Miller 2005] and Section 4B for more details.

We shall also mention that estimating the observability constant in small times for the heat equation
in the one-dimensional case is related to the uniform controllability of viscous approximations of the
transport equation; see [Coron and Guerrero 2005; Glass 2010; Lissy 2012; 2015]. We refer in particular
to Section 4G for a more precise discussion on this problem. In particular, the proof in [Lissy 2012],
when combined with Theorem 1.1, easily yields an improvement of the results known on this problem;
see Section 4G and Theorem 4.10 for more details.

As we have seen in the above discussion, there are still some open questions on the observability of
the one-dimensional constant-coefficient parabolic equations, despite the efficiency and robustness of the
approach based on Carleman estimates [Fursikov and Imanuvilov 1996; Lebeau and Robbiano 1995].
This has justified the development of new manners to derive controllability of parabolic equations, and
we shall in particular quote the flatness method developed in [Martin et al. 2014; 2016], a heat packet
decomposition [Gimperlein and Waters 2017] and the backstepping approach [Coron and Nguyen 2017].
Our method comes in this context and provides what seems to be another approach to obtain observability
results for the heat equation.

Outline. Section 2 presents the main strategy of the proof of Theorem 1.1 using several technical results
that will be proved afterwards, in Section 3 for the ones using new arguments and in the Appendix for a
Carleman-type estimate (Theorem 2.1) which can be found also in [Dardé and Ervedoza 2018] in a slightly
different form. Section 4 provides several comments on Theorem 2.1 and its generalization, including a
discussion on what can be done in the multidimensional setting (Section 4A), when the geometry has a
tensorized form (Section 4B), or when the observation is on one side of the domain (Section 4C) or on
some distributed open subset (Section 4D). We also present in Section 4E an alternative proof of a weaker
version of Theorem 1.1 based on the uncertainty principles of [Landau and Pollak 1961] and the result in
[Fuchs 1964], recovering the result of [Tenenbaum and Tucsnak 2007]. This will lead us to discuss the
possibility of improving the estimate of the cost of observability in small times in Theorem 1.1 by using
a better bound than the one provided by the use of Phragmén—Lindelof principle for entire functions;
see Section 4F for more details. We end up in Section 4G by giving a consequence of our result on the
problem of uniform controllability of viscous approximations of transport equations. The Appendix gives
the detailed proof of a rather easy Carleman estimate which is one of the building blocks of our analysis.

2. Proof of Theorem 1.1: main steps

As said in the Introduction, the proof of Theorem 1.1 relies on several steps.

The first step is the following Carleman-type estimate.



1460 JEREMI DARDE AND SYLVAIN ERVEDOZA

Theorem 2.1. For any smooth solution u of (1-1), setting
2 2

4t

z(t,x) = u(t,x) exp(x ), (t,x) e (0, T)yx (=L, L), 2-1)

we have the inequality

L ) L2 L ) L T ) )
/ 10xz (T, x)|"dx — — z(T,x)|"dx < — t(|0xu(t,—L)|” 4+ |0xu(t, L)|*) dt. (2-2)
L 4T* J-L T? Jo

Theorem 2.1 is based on the study of the equation satisfied by z in (2-1). As u satisfies the heat

equation (1-1), the function z in (2-1) satisfies

9z + 20 Z—i—iz—azz—L—zz:O (t,x) € (0,00) x (=L, L)

t X 2t X 412 ) ’ ’ ) )
z(t,—L)y=1z(t,L)=0, t € (0,00), (2-3)
z(0,x) =0, xe(—L,L).

One can therefore perform energy estimates on (2-3), which will eventually lead to (2-2). In the
Appendix, we prove a slightly more general result, encompassing also some multidimensional settings,
see Proposition A.1, from which one immediately derives Theorem 2.1 by setting 2 = (—L, L) and
g=0.

Note that Theorem 2.1 was used in [Dardé and Ervedoza 2018] in time 7 > L2 /7 in order to describe
the reachable set of the one-dimensional heat equation. Estimate (2-2) is somehow a Carleman estimate
even if here no parameter appears in the proof. In fact, it rather corresponds to a limiting Carleman
estimate as the conjugated operator (2-3) does not satisfy the usual strict pseudoconvexity conditions
of [Hormander 1985]. We refer in particular to [Dos Santos Ferreira et al. 2009] for other instances of
limiting Carleman weights in another context, namely elliptic operators.

The second step of our analysis amounts to realizing that the solutions z of (2-3) could be explicitly
solved using Fourier analysis if one extends the solution z of (2-3) by zero outside the space interval
(—L, L). We therefore introduce, for ¢ € (0, T'],

z(t, x) (zu(l,x)exp(x ” )) forx € (-L, L), 2-4)
0 for x ¢ (—L, L).

In view of the above definition, it is then natural to set w(0, -) = 0, since it is consistent with the above

2 2

w(t,x) =

definition when taking the limit # — 0. This function w satisfies

x LRI _ _
8tw+t8xw+2tw 0w 4t2w—8xu(l,L)8L dxu(t,—L)o—_r, (t,x)€(0,00) xR, (2-5)

w(0,x) =0, x €R.

Using Fourier transform, one can then compute explicitly

(T, s):/Rw(T,x)e—léx dx,

at least for some frequency £ € C:
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Proposition 2.2. For o = 0, define the sets (see Figure 1)
by ={E=a+1beC:(a,b) € R*> with |a| = |b| +a}. (2-6)

Let w be given by (2-4) corresponding to some smooth solution u of (1-1).
Then, for any § € €1 /(2T)»

T LT LT 272 L2\(1_ 1
B(T, €) =/0 \/?(—axu(t,—L)e’Et +oyu(t. Lye™ T )emET =G g 27)

In particular, for any @ > L/(2T), setting

1
Cy(T) = , 2-8
) VL(a—L/Q2T)) (2-8)
for all & € 6y, we have
(T, £)| < Co(T)VT PO (0 u(-, L) 1200,y + 1951 (-. L)l 120.7))- (2-9)

The proof of Proposition 2.2 is done in Section 3A and relies on explicit computations. In particular, it
gives a precise L°° bound on the high-frequency component of w(7) given by (2-4) corresponding to a
smooth solution u of (1-1).

The third step of our analysis consists in the recovery of the low-frequency part of w given by (2-4).
In order to do that, we recall that w(T, -) is the Fourier transform of a function supported in [—L, L].
Therefore, its growth as |J(§)| — oo is known, while w(7,-) is holomorphic in the whole complex
plane C. Combined with the fact that we have nice estimates on @ (7, -) in %, for @ > L?/(2T), we are
in the position to use Phragmén—Lindelof principles to estimate w (7, - ) everywhere in the complex plane,
but more importantly on the real axis R.

Proposition 2.3. Let L >0, o > 0 and f be a holomorphic function on Oy = C\ 6y, (see Figure 1) such
that:

e There exists a constant Cy such that

forall§ €30y, |f(§)] < Coexp(|3(§)[L). (2-10)
o There exists a constant Cq such that

forall§ € O, | f(§)] < Crexp(|3(§)[L). (2-11)

Defining
01 ={(a,b) e R?: |a| < |b| + 1},

there exists a unique function ¢ satisfying
Ag = =28 1,1)xt0p i 01,
=0 on 0071, (2-12)
limp| 00 SUPge(—|p|—1,1b]+1) |9(a. D) =0,
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3()

Figure 1. The complex plane, with domains % and &,.

and we define the function ¢ on 01 by

p(§) = o(N(§),3(8)), &e€on. (2-13)
Then we have the bound
forall€ € 0, | £®)] < Coexp(3E)IL) exp(m(g)). 2-14)
Besides, the maximum of ¢ on O} is attained in 0:
rd)?’ « D" r(n+})
=¢(0) = ~ 0.893204), 2-15
i #0) 4«/§n2r§‘(2n+1)F(n+%) ( ) —

which can be alternatively written as

E

Jo (cot( ))v/cos(t) dt 2.16)
\/cos(t )dt

Proposition 2.3 mainly reduces to the applicatlon of Phragmén—Lindelof principle for holomorphic
functions. In fact, the main point in Proposition 2.3 is that the maximum of the harmonic function ¢ can
be explicitly computed. This is done using conformal maps to link the solution of the Laplace equation in
the domain & with solutions of the Laplace operator in the half-strip, in which explicit solutions can be
computed using Fourier decomposition techniques. We refer to Section 3B for the proof of Proposition 2.3.

Of course, we shall apply Proposition 2.3 to the function f = w(7,-), which, according to (2-9),
satisfies (2-10) for any o > L /(2T) with

Co = Ca(T)VT (10xu(-. L)llz20.7) + 10xu(- . ~L) I 12¢0.7))-
while (2-11) holds with
C1 = [w(Dllprr,.ry < V2LIIu(T) | 2(-L,1) < V2L |uollL2(-L,1)-

®(0) =

tIIN

We then immediately deduce the following corollary.
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Corollary 2.4. Let w be given by (2-4) corresponding to some smooth solution u of (1-1). Then, for any
a>L/2T),

forall §€GaNR,  [W(T.8)|<Co(T)VT O (Jou(-. L) 20,7y 1021 (-~ L)l 120,7)) . 2-17)
where Cy(T) denotes the constant in (2-8).

End of the proof of Theorem 1.1. Let € > 0, and choose & = (1 4+ ¢)L/(2T). Combining (2-17) and (2-9),
we see that

. 2T L?
forall § R, (T, )| < \/;Z exp(<1 + e)Fo(O))(naxu(- Dlzor + 1951 ~Ll20,7))-
(2-18)
Then, using Theorem 2.1 and the identity

L 2 L2 £ 2 2 2
[ eopa- = [ aapa = [ (16~ )waorae
we have
3L2/
L ma@ra
472 Jigl>1/7 i

L 2 2 L A 2
< 7 (1xuC D720,y + 185 (. =Dl 720.1) + 377 [|5|<L/(2T> (T dE

Combined with (2-18), we obtain

/ (T £)P de
|&I>L/T

AT 4T L? ) )
< (57 + 3z ox0(0+ 0 500) ). Dy + 10 =Dl r) 219

and

8T L?
~ 2 2 2
[, e 05 < exp (106 5000 (18510 L)y HI =Dl ). 220)

Using Parseval’s identity and the explicit form of w in (2-4), we easily get, for some constant C.(7") that
goes to zero as T — 0, that

x2—L?
u(T, x) exp T

L2(~L,L)
L
< Gy exp( 371+ 900 (1050 Dz + 105~ Dlzzo).
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which we rewrite as
L2(—-L,L)

x2
u(T, x) exp(ﬁ)
2

L
< CalTyexp( 5= (4 + 40 +000) (105, Dz + 10 ~Dll2om). @221

This concludes the proof of Theorem 1.1, as C¢(T') < C¢(1) = C, for T small enough, for some C,
independent of 7. U

Remark 2.5. Note that the constant C, in the above proof blows up as e goes to zero. If it were not the
case, one could pass to the limit & — 0 in (2-21), so that one could choose K = K in the observability
inequality (1-7). So far, we do not know if this choice is allowed in the observability inequality (1-7) or not.

We have thus reduced the proof of Theorem 1.1 to the proofs of Theorem 2.1 and Propositions 2.2
and 2.3. The proof of Theorem 2.1 is postponed to the Appendix in which a slightly more general result
is proved (Proposition A.1), while the proofs of Propositions 2.2 and 2.3 are detailed in Section 3.

Remark 2.6. The above approach allows us in fact to recover an explicit formula to compute w(7) in
terms of the observations. Namely, for £ € R with || = L/(2T), formula (2-7) yields

T 2V\(1_1
(T, §) = /O @(—axu(z,—L)e"“f+axu(z,L)e—l“zT)e—(sz2—ﬁ)(z—T)dz. (2-22)

On the other hand, combining the formula (2-7) and Remark 3.2 allowing us to get an explicit expression
under the assumptions of Proposition 2.3, we get: forall ¢y >« > L/(2T), forall ¢ e R with |§| < L/(2T),

T T 1 eLa*(QS(g/a)_‘P(;/a)) . LT ( 22 L2 1 1
N LY TN B wr (e L)1)
B(T.) A\C%WLLBmﬂa e DD agar

T Loy (¢(E/a)—¢(/a))

+/ /Zaxu(z,L)L/ € e—l%e—(szz—LTz (%_%)dzdt, (2-23)
0 t umw Ve &

where ¢ is a holomorphic function on &1 such that R(¢(§)) = @(§)+|3J(§)| for all £ € &1 (see Section 3B2

for the existence of such function ¢), and y,, is the union of the two connected components of 00y

oriented counterclockwise. But this formula does not seem easy to deal with as the kernels

2 L L
B (TG ) ge (1,8) e, T)x(—ﬁ, ﬁ)

1 / eLax(@(E/a)—¢(/a))
Vo Z_E

are difficult to estimate directly.

K:F(tv'i:)zzl”

3. Proof of Theorem 1.1: intermediate results

3A. Proof of Proposition 2.2. Let w be as in Proposition 2.2. Then w satisfies (2-5). When taking its
Fourier transform in the space variable, we easily check that

w(z,g)szw(z,x)e—ZEde, t.£) [0, T] xR,
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solves the equation

2
8,w—§85w—2iw+§2w—4L—2w = du(r, L)e L —du(r, —L)e'tL,  (1,€) € (0, 00) xR, 3-1)

w(0,8) =0, EeR.

We are thus back to the study of a transport equation. For each & € R, we therefore introduce the
characteristics £(¢, &) reaching &g at time 7T,

Craw=—"" e, tra =t (32)

which is explicitly given by

E(1,60) = EOTT, t€(0,T).

We can thus write, for all ¢ € (0, T'],

4 (e 7)) 1 (L (- L) - L)af o7 SBET Ly O
df(( t))+(12(°T 4 2 f’, = dxu(r, L)e dxu(t,—L)e

This yields the formula
50 3o (@T2= L)/t — Szl forT (812121

dt ) 2e7\50 4 = (axu(t,L)e T —0yu(t,—L)e' 7 )t~ 20~ (8 .
For any n > 0, we can integrate this formula between 1 and 7" to get
(T, )T e ET T i, gy @400

T
=/ 1= (O, L)e™ T —dpu(t,—Lye! T )e G5/ gy
n

It is not difficult to check that for &y € R with |Eg| > L/(2T), the integral on the right-hand side converges
when 7 goes to zero, and

lim (7, &) be” @ =0,
n—0

Therefore, provided &y € R satisfies |§g| > L/(2T), one gets the formula

T
tI)(T,EO)=/0 @(8xu(t,L)e_’t—8xu(t D) ) @GP ar (33)

This formula coincides with the one in (2-7) for &g € €7 + 2 N R (here, we use the notation LT to denote
any constant strictly larger than L). As w(7,-) is holomorphic on C, we only have to check that the
right-hand side of formula (3-3) can be extended holomorphically to €7 + /,7. In fact, writing § = a +1b
with (a, b) € R?, the right-hand side of (3-3) can be extended holomorphically in the domain in which

: 272 L2 2_goyvp2_ L2

m(+szT— (g T2 — T)) =—bLT - ((@> = b} T - T) <0,

SR(—IELT— (gZT2 _ LTZ)) — 4HLT — ( a2 —h)T? — LTZ) <0,
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which is equivalent to

L
> |b| + —,
lal > 1Bl + 5

ie., & € €1+ r). We have thus proved that for all & € €7+ 7)., W(T,£) is given by the formula (2-7).
In fact, by continuity, this formula also holds for § € €7 /»7.

In order to deduce (2-9), we start from the formula (2-7) and we use a Cauchy—Schwarz estimate: for

§ €6y witha > L/(2T),
LT L2\ /1 1
oo (1) (5-7))
4 t T L2(0,T)

o)1)

Writing & € €, fora > L/(2T) as £ = a + 1b with (a,b) € R? and using the fact that

m(:FzsLT—(ssz—%z))s|b|LT—( —pAT? - ’f)
oo
T2(|a| (|b|+—))(|a|+||+§) —%(a—%),

we have the estimates, for s € {—1, 1},

1 1ELT 272 L2\ (1 1
e Gy ()|
| L2\ (1 1
72 exp(|b|L + (|b|LT - ((a2 -pHT1% - T) (; — 7)))
_1 LT L 1 1
f 26@(‘7(‘”‘%)(7‘7))

Now, doing the change of variable ;1 = LT (& — 55 ) (1 — F), we easily get, for all £ € %,

LT L\(1 1\\|
rexp(——(a——)(--=
2 2T t T

Combining (3-4) and this last estimate, we easily conclude estimate (2-9).

[B(T,&)| < VT 0xu(t. L) 20.7)

+VT | 0xu(t, L) z20.7) (3-4)

L2(0,T)

L2(0,T)

< elbIE

L2(0.T)

= /Oo o H dp
L2(0,T) 0 ,u+L(oz—L/(2T))
<1
L(a—L/(@2T))

3B. Proof of Proposition 2.3. We shall start the proof of Proposition 2.3 by proving the existence of a
function ¢ satisfying (2-12), and we will then explain how it can be used to derive the bound in (2-14).
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Figure 2. Approximation of ¢ solving (3-5), obtained by a finite-element approach
(using FreeFem++ [Hecht 2012]).

Notation. In the following arguments, to avoid ambiguities, we will write differently complex sets and
their identification as a part of R2; for instance we write ¢ = {& € C: |R(€)| < |J(€)| + 1} and ;) =
{(a,b) €R?:|a| < |b|+1} as in Proposition 2.3. To be consistent with this notation, we will also distinguish
functions of the complex variable ¢ from the corresponding ones considered as functions of the real
variables (a, b) using a tilde notation for the function viewed as depending on real variables, as in (2-13).

3B1. Existence and uniqueness of a function ¢ satisfying (2-12). The first remark is that the uniqueness
of a function ¢ satisfying (2-12) is rather easy to prove. Indeed, if two functions ¢, and @, satisfy (2-12),
then their difference ¢, — ¢ is harmonic in ¢'; and vanishes on 90, as well as at infinity. Therefore, the
minimum and maximum of ¢, — ¢, is zero, and ¢; and ¢, coincide.

Thus, we will focus on the existence of a function ¢ as in (2-12). In fact, by uniqueness, we see
that necessarily ¢(a,b) = ¢(a, |b|) for all (a,b) € &1. We will thus only look for a solution ¢ in
51+ =0 N (Rx RZ%) of the problem

AG =0 in 0",
¢=0 on 30, \ (-1, 1), (3-5)
dp@(a,0)=—1 forae(—1,1),

with the condition at infinity

lim sup |@(a,b)| =0. (3-6)
b=o0 ae(=|b|-1,Ip]+1)

Let us introduce
[y ={6€C:3(§)>0and —N(E) =1+ ()},

Iy :={e€C:3(¢)>0and N(E) =1+ 3J(8)},
[p:={§ € C: (N(E).3(§)) € [-1, 1] x {0},
the three components of the boundary of &7 = & N {J(£) > 0}.

Our goal is to show the existence of a function ¢ satisfying (3-5). In order to do so, we will rely on
two Schwarz—Christoffel conformal mappings [Henrici 1974, Chapter 5.12].
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The first one, F%, is defined for all { e C* = {¢ € C: 3(¢) = 0} by

2 [* !
Fs(t) = —/ (1—z3)"1dz—1, with K3 = / (1—x2)"4dx =
4 K3 J-1 E

where the path integration is arbitrary in C*.
The map F 3 conformally maps C™ into 5?, and satisfies the properties
F%(—l) =-1, F%(O) =0, F%(l) =1,
and

Fa((-0o.=1)) =Ty, F3((-1.1))=Tp. F3((1.00)) =Ty, F%(1R+)=1[RR+.

The second conformal mapping we will use is defined, for any ¢ € CT, by

é' 1
Fi(0) = %arcsin({) = %/ (1-z>"2dz—1,
2 -1

which conformally maps C* into the closure of the half strip 5”1"' ={E=A4+1B:A€(-1,1), B>0}
with the properties
F%(—l):—l, F%(O):O, F%(l): 1,
and
Fy((=oo,~1) =~1+ IRT, Fi((=1,1)=(=1.1). Fi([l,00)=1+ IR, Fy (RT)=1R".
Finally, we define the conformal mapping
F=FioF;!,
2 3

which maps ﬁfr into YIJF.

For any £ = a +1b € 0}, we define & = A+ 1B = F(£). Using a standard computation from
conformal transplantation [Henrici 1974, Chapter 5.6], we see that ¢ solves (3-5) in 5{" if and only

if d given by ®(A, B) = ¢(a,b) for A+ 1B = F(a + 1b) solves the following problem posed in the
half-strip (5;’1+:

Agp®=0 for A€ (—1,1), B >0,
d(—1,B)=d(1,B)=0 for B > 0, (3-7)
9pd(4,0) = —Kl Vieos(ZA4) for A e (—1.1).

3

4

If the first two equations are standard, the last one deserves additional details. In fact, it comes from the
identity [Henrici 1974, Theorem 5.6a]

grdg ¢(§) = grdg (F(§)) F'(§), (3-8)
applied to § = a € (—1,1), (implying F(§) = A € (—1,1)), where grd is the complex gradient: for
£ =a+1b, grdg p(§) = da9(a,b) +10p¢(a,b) and for E = A +1 B, grdg P(E) = 94P(A, B) +
19pD(A, B).
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We therefore have to compute F'(§) = (F% o FTYY (&) = FL(F7Y(§)(F31)(§). To do so, let us
define £ = F;'(§) € C*. By definition, * S *
2

1
FLF ) = F{O) = 2t
whereas ©
(F%_l)’(é) = (F%_l)/(F%(C)) AGE 72 v1-¢2
Therefore, 3

K 1
b4 4,/1_§2’

with ¢ = F;1(£). In particular, for £ = a € (=1, 1), we have ¢ € (=1, 1) and therefore F'(§) € R and
by

Mw

F'(§) =

9pd(A,0) = 0, (a, O)F/( = —Kl3 VI=T. with g = F3(a).

To conclude, we just note that { = F L(A) if and only if ¢ = sin(Ax/2), and the third identity in (3-7)
follows.

Problem (3-7) has the advantage of being explicitly solvable. Indeed, as ® is harmonic in (-1, 1) x
(0, o0), and satisfies d(—1, B) = &)(1, B) =0 for all B > 0, it necessarily has the decomposition

D(A. B) =) (axe 38 +are*2B)sin(kZ(A+1)). (4.B)e S}
k=1
Recalling condition (3-6) on ¢, we wish to have ) going to zero as B — oco. We thus choose aj = 0 for
all k =1, so that ® can be written as

(4. B) =) oxe *2Bsin(kZ(A+1)). (4.B)e s .
k=1
But the boundary condition on B = 0 is equivalent to
b1 . b4
5 Z kag sin(kZ(A+1)) = Ve cos(5 A),
k=1 4
which explicitly yields the coefficients o :

forallk eN, o = 2 1 / sm(k (A—i—l))\/cos( )dA

sz -

As \/cos(Am/2) is an even function and sm(kn(A 4+ 1)/2) is an odd function for all even k, we have
o = 0 for all even k. On the other hand, we have for any n € N, see [Gradshteyn and Ryzhik 2007,
equation 3.631.9],

1 1
/ sin((2n+1)% (A+1)) Veos(5 A4 )dA—(—l)"/ cos((2n+1)% A) Vcos(%A) dA

1 -1

= (—l)n% /02 cos((2n+1)t)+/cos(t) dt = 7%

~
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where I'(-) stands for the Gamma function, so in the end we obtain

I 1 TETIE+3)

T2+ 1T(3) T(n+2)

2n+1 =

which can be slightly simplified using that F(Z) = F(Z)/4 and F(Z) = 2n/ F(%), giving

rG’ 1 T+
4272 2n+ 1) (n+ 1)

O2pn+1 =

So finally, we have

r(i)? 1 T+l .,
&(A, B) = 4J'2§:(br+nr( )e<2+0 Bsin(@n+1)Z(A+1)), (4, B)esT, (3-9)

and

(0,0 12 =D" +3) 3-10
©0,0) = 2 zZ(2n+1)r a3 (5-10)

Note that, according to [Lebedev 1972, (1.4.25)],

1 T+g) 1
2n+1T(n+7) n= 2p3

’

hence the above series are well-defined. In particular, the identity (3-9) can be understood pointwise and
&D(- , B) goes to zero as B — oo:

sup {|§>(A,B)|+|8A§>(A,B)|}$Cexp(—%), B>0. 3-11)
Ae(—1,1)

Let us also note that, because CTD(O, 0) is defined through a converging alternating series, we have
Nﬁzf:(qr P+ o
4272

®(0,0) < .
0.0)< ¢ Q2n+ )T (n+7) 10
Computing the 100th partial sum of the series using Octave [Eaton et al. 2014], we obtain

(0, 0) ~ 0.893204.

A different expression for E)(O, 0) is

2 Jy <cot< ) Veostoydi

d(0,0) = = (3-12)

,/cos(t )dt

which easily comes from the equality CTD(O, 0) = Zn en(=1D" a2, 41, the fact that

:l

? cos((2n + 1)t)+/cos(t) dt,

a1 = (=1)"

1
2n + l)nK_;‘/O
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the definition of K 3 and the identity, see [Gradshteyn and Ryzhik 2007, identity 1.442.2 p. 46],

2n+1 )
30 DD 4 in(eor(s)).

nenN

Note in particular that under the form (3-12), one immediately checks that
®(0,0) > 0. (3-13)

In agreement with Figure 2, we then show that the maximum of @ is attained at (A, B) = (0,0). We first
note that the function ® given by (3-9) is positive in the strip 5;1+. Indeed, since ® is harmonic in the
half strip 571+ and is not constant, its minimum is attained at the boundary 571+ or at infinity [Gilbarg and
Trudinger 1998, Lemma 3.4, Theorem 3.5]. The boundary conditions on 8571"' and the behavior of @
as B — oo in (3-11) implies that the minimum value of @ is 0 and is attained on the lateral boundaries
{—1, 1} x Ry of the half strip. Consequently, the function d is positive in %, and its minimal value is 0.
Besides, as ® vanishes on the lateral boundaries {—1,1} x R of the half strip, d4 ®(1,-) is strictly

negative by the Hopf maximum principle [Protter and Weinberger 1984, Chapter 2, Theorem 7]. We then
consider the function ®4 = 94®. Formula (3-9) easily yields that Dy (0, B) =0 for B > 0, so that Dy
satisfies

ADy=0 in. 7t N {4 >0},

®4(0,B)=0  for B >0,

®4(1,B)<0  for B >0,

9D4(4,0)=0 for A€ (0,1),

1im| 8| o0 SUP4e (0,1 | P4 (4, B)| = 0.

It easily follows that the maximum of Dy is necessarily nonpositive in 571+ N {A > 0} by the application
of the maximum principle.

Finally, as ® is harmonic in the half-strip <571+ and is strictly positive in (0, 0), see (3-13), the maximum
of ® on the half strip 571+ is necessarily attained on the boundary of the half-strip or at infinity, and therefore
on (—1, 1) x {0} according to the boundary conditions satisfied by ® in (3-7) and the conditions (3-11)
as B — oo. Now, 94 @ is nonpositive in <521+ N{A4 > 0} and ®(A, B) = ®(|A|, B) in the half-strip <571+
according to (3-9), so the maximum of ® is necessarily attained in (4, B) = (0, 0).

We then come back to the problem (3-5)—(3-6) and check that the function ¢ given by
¢(a,b) = (A, B) for A+ 1B = F(a+1b), (a.b) € by, (3-14)

with ® as in (3-9), satisfies (3-5)—(3-6).

By construction, ¢ automatically satisfies (3-5) and its maximum is attained in (a, b) = (0, 0) and
takes value ¢(0,0) = &)(O, 0). We thus only have to check the condition (3-6). In order to do that, let us
introduce the real functions A = A(a,b) and B = B(a, b) given for (a, b) € 5;” by

F(a+1b) = A(a,b) +1B(a,b), (3-15)
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and let us check that

lim inf B(a,b) = +oo. (3-16)
b—oo |a|<b+1

Indeed, if it were not the case, we could find real sequences (ay, by )nen With

lim b, = 400, foralln €N, |a,|<b,+1, and  supB(an,bp) < co. (3-17)
n

n—-oo

Then, if we set ¢, = F %_ Y(a, +1by), by construction,
Fy (&) = Alan, bn) +1B(an, bn).
Therefore, according to the definition of F' 1
tn = sin(Z(A(an, bn) +1B(an, bn))).

so that the sequence ({;) is uniformly bounded in C as n — co. Then the sequence (a,, b,) is given by
an +1b, = F3(&,). But F 3 maps bounded sets of C into bounded sets of C, so this is in contradiction
with (3-17), and the property (3-16) holds.

We can thus use (3-11) to get that for all b = 0,

sup {|@(a.b)|} < Cexp(—% inf B(a.b)).
la|<b+1 la|<b+1

which, according to (3-16), implies (3-6).
Remark 3.1. Another approach to obtain information on ¢, the solution of (3-5), is through integral
equations. More precisely, for ((a, b), (ag, bo)) € (51+ )2, we define G as

((a—ao)* + (b—bo)?)((a +ag)* + (b + bo +2)?) )
((@a+bo+1)2+(b+ao+1)2)((a—bo—1)2+ (ag—b—1)2) )’

G(a, b, ag, bo) = ﬁln(

It is readily verified that for any (ag, bg) € ot G (+,-,ap, bp) satisfies

{ éa,bg(‘ .+, a0, bo) = 5(%,1)0) in 5;,
G(a,b,ag,bg) =0 for (a, b) such that |a| = |b| + 1.

Indeed, this comes from the fact that 5 is the suitable combination of the fundamental solution of the
Laplace operator in the sectors {(a,b) € R? : b = |a| —1} and {(a.b) € R?>: b =1 —|a|}.

Then, standard computations show that ¢ is a solution of (3-5) if and only if it satisfies the integral
equation

1 1
@(ao,bo):—/ 35G(a, 0, a0, bo) ¢(a,0) da—i—/ G(a,0,a9,bo)da for all (ag, bo) € 67 . (3-18)
-1 —1
We then introduce ¢ defined by

- ~ 1 b
G(a,ag,by) = —0,G(a,0,ap, bo) — gm.
0 — a0
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Figure 3. The solid line shows ¢(ag, 0) for ag € (—1, 1), obtained by discretization of
(3-19). The dashed line shows ®(0,0) = ¢(0, 0).

It is easily seen that for any ag € (—1, 1),

1 1
lim fé’(a,ao,bo)q)(a,O)da:/ Y(a,agp,0)@(a,0)da,
bo—0 —1 —1

1 1
lim é(a,O,ao,bo)da=/ a(a,O,ao,O)da,
bo—)O —1 —1

whereas

1
. 1 / bo ~ -
lim NG a,O da = = a’().
bo—0 2 ~1 b(z) + (a_aO)Z QD( ) 2¢( 0 )

Therefore, choosing ag € (—1, 1) and taking the limit by — 0 in (3-18) leads to the integral equation

1 1
%@(ao,0)=/ é(a,ao,0)¢(a,0)da+/ G(a,0,a0,0) da. (3-19)
-1 -1

Discretizing (3-19), we can obtain a good approximation of ¢(ag, 0) for ag € (—1, 1) (see Figure 3).

3B2. Phragmén—Lindeldf principle. With ¢ as in (2-12), the function (a, b) — @(a, b) + |b| is harmonic
in &1, and it is therefore the real part of some holomorphic function ¢ in &

for all (a,b) € G1, R(p(a+1b)) =@(a,b)+|bl,

or, equivalently, for all £ € &1, N(P (&) = (&) + |I(§)|.
For each o > o, we consider the function gy, defined for & € &, by

§
0.6 = 1@ exp Lo ). (3-20)
By construction, gq, is holomorphic in &, and satisfies

forall £ € 00y, |ga.(§)|<Co, and lim Sup 8a. ()]) = 0.
IS(E) =00 % (8)|<|I(E) |+
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Therefore, go, attains its maximum on 9d&,, so that

for all £ € Gy, |f(§)|<CoeXp(—| (s>|L)exp(La*<p(5))

Taking the limit o« — o, we immediately have

forall £ € Ga. | £(8)] < Coexp(I3(E)|L) exp (me(g)), (3-21)
that is, (2-14).

Remark 3.2. Let us remark that we can obtain from the above proof an explicit formula for f. Indeed, for
ax > o> L/(2T), we can use the Cauchy formula for the function g, in (3-20) on the contour given by

Ya,R = 9(0x N{I(§) < R}) (with R >0)

oriented in a counterclockwise manner, which yields, for all £ € R with |§| < L/(27),

ga*(Z)
fa®)= gz [ P ar

Now, due to the decay of g, at infinity, one can pass to the limit in the above formula as R — oo: for
all £ e R with |§| < L/(2T),

1 8. (O)
2w § £

where y, is the union of the two connected components of d&, oriented counterclockwise. Recalling
the definition of gq,, we end up with the following formula: for all £ € R with |§| < L/(2T),

o Lats @ (E /)¢ /a)) S/ (§) ]
16=5 | e S (3-22)

ga.(§) = dg,

4. Further comments

4A. Higher-dimensional settings. The method developed above applies also to the cost of observability
of the heat equation in multidimensional balls. More precisely, we consider the following heat equation, set
in the ball of radius L > 0 of R¢ (d > 1), denoted by By, in the following, and in the time interval (0, T):

dsu—Axu=0 1in(0,T)x B,
u(,x)=0 in (0,T) x 8L, 4-1)
u(0,x) =ug(x) inBg,

where the initial datum u belongs to HO1 (Br). In that setting, we have the following result:

Theorem 4.1. Setting Kg as in Theorem 1.1, for any K > K, there exists a constant C > 0 such that for
all T € (0, 1], for all solutions u of (4-1) with initial datum ug € HO1 (Br),

|x[?
u(T)exp T

2

KL
< Cenp( 7 ) Ieuliqorynas, @)

L2(BL)
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Here and in the following, |- | denotes the euclidean norm in R?. The proof of Theorem 4.1 closely
follows the one of Theorem 1.1; therefore we only sketch its proof, explaining the main differences with
the proof of Theorem 1.1.

Sketch of the proof of Theorem 4.1. We start by considering a smooth solution u of (4-1), and define

|x|2—L2

z(t,x) = u(t, x) exp( ”

), (t,x)€(0,T)x By,

which satisfies

X d L? .
8,2+?-sz+2—tz—sz—mz =0 in (0,00) x B,
z(t,x) =0 in (0,T) x B,
z(0,x)=0 in B,
Proposition A.1 with 2 = By, and g = 0 implies directly the following estimate for z:
L? L (T
/ |VxZ(T,x)|2dx——2 |z(T, x)|* dx < —2/ / tVez(t, x)-v|? ds(x) ds. 4-3)
B 4T* Js, T% Jo Jos,
We define w as the extension of z by 0 outside By,: w satisfies the equations
2
drw + % -Vyw + %w —Ayw— I;—tw = Vxu(t,x)-vdyg, in (0,00) x R4,
w(0,x) =0, x eRA,

Thus, its Fourier transform, defined for (7, £) € (0, T) x C? by
w(t, &) =/ w(t, x)e % dx
R4
satisfies
2
BluA)—g-VguA)—iuA)—i—Ezu?—L—uA) = Veu(t, x)-ve €% ds(x), (t,€) € (0, 00) xR?,
t 2t 412 98,
(0, £) =0, EeR9.

(4-4)

As in the one-dimensional case, (4-3) gives a high-frequency (|€| > L/(2T)) L?-estimate of w(T,-)
depending on the observation and the low-frequency (|| < L/(2T)) L?-norm of w(T, ), on which we
focus from now. To do so, much as in Section 3A, we solve the transport equation (4-4), and obtain, for
£o € R¥ such that |&y| > L/(2T),

T
it = [ (7)

with %‘g = E() . So.

Once here, we consider & = (&1, §), with § € R4 fixed, and &, = a + 1b, a,b € R, and define
f(&) =w(T, &, é), which is an entire function satisfying (2-11). Besides, with computations similar to
those in Section 3A, it is easy to obtain that for all & > L2/(2T), there exists Co(T) > 0, which may
blow up polynomially in T as T — 0 (contrarily to what happens in the one-dimensional setting, the

(N1

/ Viu(t,x)-ve™ = tOT_(EgTz_LTz)(%_%) ds(x)dt, (4-5)
oBL.
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constant Cy(7T) may now blow up as 7" — 0, but only polynomially in 7, so that it will not significantly
affect the cost of observability in small times in (4-2), which blows up as an exponential of 1/T as
T — 0), such that for all £; € ¢ as in (2-6), we have

| £(ED] < CaeSENEY 0]l 12 0.7y xa8,)-

From that, we end the proof of Theorem 4.1 exactly as in the one-dimensional case, with the use of
Proposition 2.3. O

Actually, the method developed above works not only for balls, but also for any bounded domain
Q ¢ R?. More precisely:

Theorem 4.2. Let 2 be a smooth bounded domain of R%. If we set
Lo = inf sup |x—y]|,
xeQ €I
and we choose X € Q such that
sup |X¥—y|=Lg,
yei

then for any K > Ky, there exists C > 0 such that any smooth solution u of
diu—Axu=0 in(0,T)x8,
u(t,x)=0 in(0,T)x0%, (4-6)
u(0,x) =up(x) inQ,

u(T) exp('x;Tﬂz)

satisfying
KL%
< Cexp T 0wl L2(0,T)x09)-

L2(Q)

Note that this is a geometrical setting in which Corollary 1.3 applies but yields a different estimate on
the cost of observability. Indeed, when the observation is done on the whole boundary, one easily checks
that the choice Sg = S;Zr , where

Sq = sup{length of segments included in 2},

is suitable for the application of Corollary 1.3. In particular, when €2 is convex, Lo < Sq <2Lg and
Theorem 4.2 always yields at least the estimate given by Corollary 1.3 when the observation is done on
the whole boundary of €2, and a better one in general (as in the case of a ball discussed in Theorem 4.1).

Remark 4.3. The above discussion, and Theorem 4.2 in particular, might suggest that the cost of
observability in small times is linked only to the maximal distance to the control set. This is not the case,
as it is strongly underlined by [Laurent and Léautaud 2018]. There, among other results, an analysis
of the observability constant Co (7, B(0, 1), B(0, r)) for the heat equation is done when the domain of
interest is = B(0, 1) C R?, the unit ball of the plane, and the observation set is B(0, 7). To be more
precise, Co(7T, B(0, 1), B(0, r)) is the best constant in the following estimate: for any solution u of (4-6)
with 2 = B(0, 1) with initial datum ug € HO1 (),

[u(T) 2y < Co(T.B(0, 1), BO, r)l[ull2(0,7)xB(0.r)))-
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The work [Laurent and Léautaud 2018] then shows the following result: there exist C > 0 and rp < 1
such that for all r € (0, rg)

liminf 7 log(Co(T. B(0. 1), B(0.r))) = C log(r)2. (4-7)

This shows that the behavior of the cost of observability in small times is in fact strongly linked to
the geometry under consideration. Indeed, Theorem 4.2 in fact corresponds to a geometrical setting
in which the wave equation is observable in small times, while the result (4-7) proved in [Laurent and
Léautaud 2018] focuses on a case in which the geometric control condition for the observability of the
wave equation fails due to whispering gallery phenomena.

4B. Tensorized equations. Another application of our method concerns the cost of observability of the
heat equation on a tensorized domain. More precisely, we consider the heat equation set in a tensorized
spatial domain Q2 = Qy x €2y, and want to know the cost of observability in small time when the solution
is observed on 92 x 2y, Note that the answer is already known: the cost is the same as the one for the
heat equation set on 2, only, when the observation is done on the whole boundary d$2, [Miller 2005,
Theorem 1.5]. Our purpose is therefore just to underline that our approach also applies in that context
and allows us to retrieve easily this result.

To fix ideas, we focus on the case 2, = (—L, L) (when Q is a multidimensional domain, similar
arguments can be developed, under appropriate geometric conditions, by using Theorem 4.2 instead of
Theorem 1.1). Hence we are interested in the following heat equation, set in the domain Q = (=L, L) xQ,,
with L > 0 and 2, a smooth bounded domain of Rdy, in some time interval (0,7"), T > 0:

du—02u—Ayu=0 for (t,x,y) €(0,T)x (=L, L) x 2y,
u(,L,y)=u(,—L,y)=0 for(z,y) € (0,T)xQ,, 4-8)
u(t,x,y)=20 for (t,x,y) € (0,T)x (=L, L) x 0%y,

u(0,x,y) =up(x,y) in (=L, L) xQ,.

As usual, the initial datum u¢ belongs to HO1 ((=L, L) x 2y). We have the following:

Theorem 4.4. Setting K as in Theorem 1.1, for any K > K, there exists a constant C > 0 such that for
all T € (0, 1], for all solutions u of (4-8),

%2
u(T,x,y) exp(ﬁ)

L2((—L,L)xy)

KL?
< Cexp

T)('laxu(t, —L, Y)l2¢0,1)x,) + 10xu(t, L, ) 12¢0,1)x0,))-  (4-9)

Sketch of the proof of Theorem 4.4. Let us denote by (v,, A2) the family of normalized eigenfunctions
and eigenvalues of the Dirichlet-Laplace operator set in £2,,, that is,

—Ayvy :k%vn in Qy,
vy =0 on 092y,
lvnllz2@,) = 1-
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Expanding u, a solution of (4-8), on the Lz(Qy) Hilbert basis (vy), that is,
w(t,x,y) =Y un(t, x)vn(y),
neN
we see that each u, solves a one-dimensional heat equation with potential A2 set in (0, 7) x (—L, L):
dun — 2up +A2u, =0 in (0,T) x (=L, L),
Uup(t,—L)=u,(t,L)y=0 1in (0,7T), (4-10)

Un(0,x) = up,0(x) in (—L, L),
with

0 () = /Q Uo(x. y) va(y) dy.

To prove Theorem 4.4, it is sufficient to prove that each u, satisfies the observability inequality

un(T,x) exp(ﬁ)

2

4T

KL
<Cenp( 1) (I~ Dl 0.yl Do) 1D

L2(—L,L)

. . . ~ 2 . .
with a constant C independent of n. To do so, we consider i, = unexﬂt, which satisfies

dyiin — 021iy = 0 in (0,T)x (=L, L),
iy(t,—L) =1iy(t,L)=0 in (0,T),
Un(0,x) = up,o(x) in (—L, L).

Applying Theorem 1.1, we get
2
X
i (T, X~
un (T, x) CXP(4T)

which directly gives (4-11) as e*n=T) < | forall t € (0, T'), and therefore ends the proof. d

KL? 8 .
< Cenp( ) Iasiint, ~L)lary + st Dlzzo).

L2(—L,L)

4C. Observation from one side of the domain: symmetrization argument. In this section, we are inter-
ested in the cost of observability for the one-dimensional heat equation when observed on one side of the
domain. In other words, for L, T > 0 and ug € HO1 (0, L), we consider the system

du—02u=0 in (0,7) x (0, L),
u(,0)=u(,L)=0 in(0,7), (4-12)
u(0,x) = uo(x) in (0, L).

We have the following:

Theorem 4.5. Setting Ko as in Theorem 1.1, for any K > Ky, there exists a constant C > 0 such that for
all T € (0, 1], for all solutions u of (4-12) with ugy € HO1 (0, L),

u(T) exp(g)

2

KL
< Cenp( 7 )Iaantt. Dl @13)

L2(0,L)
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Proof. The proof is based on a classical symmetrization argument: for u a solution of (4-12), we define

u(t,x) for(t,x) € (0,T)x (0, L),

us(t,x) = {_u([’_x) for (z,x) € (0,T) x (=L, 0).

It is readily seen that u satisfies system (1-1). Therefore, Theorem 1.1 gives

2
ug(T) exp(:—T)

The result follows easily, as dxus(f, —L) = dxus(t, L) = dxu(t, L) forall t € (0, T). O

2

KL
< Cenp( ) (laststt: =Dz + s, Do)

L2(—L,L)

4D. Distributed observations. One is sometimes interested in distributed observations, in which case
the corresponding observability inequality reads

lu(T)l2c0,) < C(T, L,a,b)|ullL20,1)x(a.b)) (4-14)

for smooth solutions u of (4-12), where a, b € R are such that (a,b) C (0, L) and a < b.
We claim the following:

Theorem 4.6. Let 0 <a < b < L. Setting Kg as in Theorem 1.1, for any K > Ky, there exists a constant
C > 0 such that for all T € (0, 1], for all solutions u of (4-12),

K min{a?, (L — b)?}
[u(T)llz20,0) S C GXP( T el 220,751 (a,))- (4-15)

Proof. As in the proof of Theorem 4.5, we start by symmetrizing the function u, and we call uy its
symmetric extension. We then take & > 0 small enough to have a 4+ 2¢ < b and we choose an even cut-off
function p taking value 1 on (—a — ¢, a + ¢) and vanishing for |x| > a 4 2&. Then the function

p() s (1, ) exp(w

0 for |x| > a + 2¢

f 2

satisfies, much as in (2-3),

0tz + %sz + 2%2 —02z— %z =g, (t,x)€(0,00) % (—a—2e,a+2¢),
z(t,—a—2¢) =z(t,a+2¢) =0, t € (0, 00), (4-16)
z(0,x) =0, x € (—a—2¢,a + 2¢),
where
ste. = exp 20 @apantr ) + dput ),

One can then follow the approach developed in Section 2 (using Proposition A.1 instead of Theorem 2.1
and the fact that 0,z (¢, —a —2¢) = 0,z (¢, a + 2¢) = 0) to show that for all K1 > K, there exists C such
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that for all T € (0, 1],
Ki(a + 2¢)?

x2
ug(T)expl — <Cexp| ————— L .
s(T) P(4T) L arnaie P( T )”g”L2((O,T)x( a—26,a+2¢))

Using the definition of g, one easily gets

K (a + 28)2
||u(T)“L2(0,a+s) <C eXp(T ||u||L2(O,T;H1(a,a+2£))'

Similarly, one can obtain

Ki(L —b +2¢)?
(D25 < € exp( 20 oo i -2,

It is straightforward to show that

(D)2 +eb—e) < CllullLzo,7:H51 (a.5))

for instance by looking at v(z, x) = n(t) u(t, x) po(x), where n = n(¢) is a smooth function of time
taking value O at# =0 and 1 at r = T, and pg = po(x) taking value 1 on (a + &, b — ¢) and vanishing for
x ¢ (a, b), and doing energy estimates.

Combining the three above estimates, we easily conclude (4-15) by taking K; € (Ko, K) and ¢ > 0
small enough. O

Note that the above argument is only based on suitable cut-off arguments. It can therefore be applied

as well in multidimensional settings, provided some geometric assumptions compatible with Theorem 4.2
are satisfied, namely if the distributed observation set is a neighborhood of the whole boundary.

4E. Related uncertainty principles. One key point to obtain Theorem 1.1 is the complex analysis argu-
ment developed in Section 3B, based principally on the Schwarz—Christoffel conformal mapping and the
Phragmén—Lindeldf principle. It is nevertheless possible to develop a purely real analysis argument, but
it only allows us to retrieve the cost of observability for the one-dimensional heat equation known since
[Tenenbaum and Tucsnak 2007]:
Theorem 4.7. Forall K > %, there exists a constant C > 0 such that for all T € (0, 1], all solutions u of
(1-1) with initial datum uo € H} (—L, L) satisfy (1-2).

The proof of Theorem 4.7 is based on the following uncertainty principle result.
Proposition 4.8 [Landau and Pollak 1961; Fuchs 1964]. Let A, B > 0. Let f € L*(R) be supported in
[—A, A] and f its Fourier transform. Then

B A A
| 1@rds < [ 17 6P s (4-17)
where Ao = Ag(AB) satisfies 0 < Ao < 1 and

Ao=1—4VmVABe 4B (1 + e4p), (4-18)

where e4p — 0as AB — oc.
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Relation (4-17) is a particular case of [Landau and Pollak 1961, Theorem p. 68], whereas the proof of
the asymptotic behavior of 1¢ can be found in [Fuchs 1964, Theorem 1, p. 319].

Proof of Theorem 4.7. We start from formula (2-7), which we recall: for any &g € R such that |&o| > L/(27),
we have

T 6o) = - [ " b~y -G 01 4y
0 ! - E
[+ —lLtioT—(SoTz L2)(7_7)

Therefore, we directly obtain, for &y € R with || > L/(2T),

T
~ _ T2 =
|w(T,gO)|2sT(||8xu(z,—L)||22(O,T)+||8xu(t,L)||iz(O,T))/O 2T —2)

For 1 > 1, we choose & € R with |§y| = nL/(2T), which implies

t

gg — L_z > 772__152
WEREE
and
T T _
/ e_sz(Eo 4T2)(*—*) dt / ZT” 76 —1) dt n’
0 t 0 t 2T(7} - 1)52
Hence we obtain, for &y € R with |&o| > nL/(2T),
2
n

|0 (T, &)|? (1105 (. —L)IIiZ(O,T) + |l0xul(z, L)Iliz(o,T))

S2P- e
/ (T &) 2 d o <
[

and

a1t =D 1y + 10t DI 1)

Now, from (4-17) applied to f = W(T) with A =L, B =nL/(2T) and 1o = Ao(nL?/(2T)), we have

/ (T £o)|? do =/ [ (T, so)|2dso+/ (T £0)|? do
R [€ol<n 5=

|§0|>7]2T

<o / (T £o)|? dEo + / (T, £0)|7 do.
R IEO|>”2T
and thus

/ (T, £0) 2 dEo < / (T, £o) 2 dko.
R =

1—2Ap
We have therefore obtained

2Tn

T,x)|%dx = T, 2dég < ———— L

[ waopa= [ lacsopan < 2T

which implies from Proposition 4.8 and (4-18) the existence of a constant C such that for 7" small enough

(1920t =LY 2 0y 00t DI 2 0.7

L2
lw(T)ll2~1,1) < Ce™T (10xu(t, —L) |l 20,7 + 10xu(t. L) L2¢0.1))-

The result of Theorem 4.7 follows from the definition of w. O
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4F. On a possible improvement of Theorem 1.1. As we said in the Introduction, we do not know if the

estimate on the cost of observability in small times given by Theorem 1.1 is sharp or not. In fact, when

looking at the main steps of the proof of Theorem 1.1 given in Section 2, it seems that one step in which

our estimates are not sharp may be the one using Phragmén-Lindelof principles, i.e., Proposition 2.3.
Indeed, introducing the class

&y =1{f €Hol(Oy) : f(§)e P®l e L®(4,) and for all £ € 004, | f(§)] < SEN,

Proposition 2.3 shows that for all @ € R* ,

sup (- sup {| f(x)[}) < exp(eg(0)), (4-19)

f€by x€[—a,u]

where ¢(0) is given by (2-15). Besides, this estimate is sharp as we can construct a holomorphic
function ¢ in &7 whose real part coincides with ¢(§) 4+ |J(§)| given by (2-12)—(2-13) and check that
Jfo (&) = exp(ag(£/a)) belongs to &, and saturates the estimate (4-19), so that for all & € R*,

max (_max{|/(x)]}) = explag(0)). (4-20)

feéy x€l—a,a

Now, in our approach (in the case L = 1, which can always be assumed by a scaling argument), we apply
estimate (4-19) to the function f = (T, -)/[|b(T, £)e | oo (4,), which in fact belongs to a smaller
class

&F ={f €Hol(C) : f(§)e™¥®! ¢ L%°(C) and for all £ € Gy, | f(£)] < PO},
Therefore, our proof requires an estimate on the constant

C*()=sup ( sup {|f(x)[}) (4-21)

fe&yd xel—a,a]

in the asymptotics o — o0. It is clear that
C* () < exp(ap(0)), (4-22)

which is precisely the estimate we use, but there is no evidence to support the idea that this estimate gives
the good asymptotics as o — oo.
Let us in particular point out that:

e The function fg given above to show that estimate (4-19) is sharp does not belong to the class & .

e The constant C*(«) in (4-21) blows up at least like exp(c/2) as @ — 00, as otherwise the proof given
in Section 2 would yield a cost of observability smaller than exp(L2/27T) in small times, which is known
to be false due to [Lissy 2015].

¢ Looking at the 2-parameter family of functions of the form

fay(€) = cos(A/E2—y2)
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for parameters A € [0, 1] and y € [0, «], we find that

sup  ( sup {|f(x>|})=cosh(3),

fe{fayineg x€l—a,] 2

and is achieved when taking A = 1/+/2 and y = a/+/2, i.e.,

16 =cos( /- %),

This function yields evidence of the fact that

fim inf 1 log(C*(a)) =
a—>00 o

N —

Let us finally emphasize that if we were able to show that

lim sup é log(C*(a)) < %,

a—>00

the proof given in Section 2 would yield a cost of observability in small times Co (7T, L) satisfying

LZ
limsup 7 log(Co(T, L)) < —.
T—0 2
Combined with [Lissy 2015], this would give that
L2

lim T log(Co(T, L)) = —.
Jim 0g(Co(T, L)) >

4G. Uniform controllability of viscous approximations of the transport equation. The problem we
considered in this article is intimately related to the question of uniform controllability of viscous
approximations of the transport equation raised in [Coron and Guerrero 2005]. Namely, for all &€ > 0, one
considers the following viscous approximation of the transport equation at velocity M € R:

8;y8—88§y8+M8xy8=0, (t,x) € (0,T)x (0, L),

Ve(t,0) = ve(2), te€(0,7T), w23
ye(t, L) =0, te(0,7T),
Ye(0,-) = yo(x), x€(0,L).

For each ¢ > 0, the equation (4-23) is null-controllable in any time 7" > 0, and the map Ve 1 : yo — v¢
which to any yo € L2(0, L) associates the control v, of minimal L2 (0, T')-norm is linear. The problem
raised in [Coron and Guerrero 2005] is the following one: give conditions on the time 7 guaranteeing
that

lim sup || Ve, 7|l #(L2(0,1):12(0,Ty) < O©- (4-24)

e—>0
It is clear that if |M|T < L, (4-24) cannot happen, as otherwise the convergence of (4-23) as ¢ — 0

would imply the null-controllability of the transport equation in a time which is not enough to make the
characteristics go out of the domain.



1484 JEREMI DARDE AND SYLVAIN ERVEDOZA

Several conditions on the time 7" ensuring (4-24) were then proposed in the literature, namely in [Coron
and Guerrero 2005; Glass 2010; Lissy 2012]. In fact, to our knowledge, the best results are the ones
obtained in [Lissy 2012], which we recall now:

Theorem 4.9 [Lissy 2012]. If M # 0 and
IM|T > L2234+ 1—sign(M)) (2+/3 ~ 3.4641),

where sign(M) = 1if M > 0and = —1 if M <0, we have
limsup [[Ve,7 | 222(0,1):2(0,17)) =0
e—>0
These results are based on the knowledge of the cost of observability of the one-dimensional heat
equation in small time obtained in [Tenenbaum and Tucsnak 2007]. Therefore, as Theorem 4.5 improves
the one in that paper, following the proof of [Lissy 2012] immediately improves the known result on the
uniform controllability of the viscous approximations (4-23) of the transport equation:

Theorem 4.10. Let K¢ as in (1-5). Then, if M # 0 and

|IM|T > L(4y/ Ko+ 1—sign(M)) (4 Koy =~ 3.3385),
we have

limsup [Ve,7 [l #(L2(0,);2(0.1)) = 0- (4-25)

e—0

As the proof of Theorem 4.10 follows line to line the one of [Lissy 2012], as it is explained in Section 3,
item (i) of that paper, it is left to the reader.

We are currently investigating if one can do better than the combination of the cost of observability of
the one-dimensional heat equation in small times and of the arguments in [Lissy 2012] to obtain better
sufficient conditions on the ratio | M |T/ L to guarantee (4-25). We believe that a direct approach following
the strategy in Section 2 could help in improving Theorem 4.10.

Appendix: Carleman-type estimate
We consider the equation

1 L? :
BIZ—AxZ—FZ(2X-sz+dz)—mz:g in (0,7) x 2,
z(t,x) =0 on (0,T) x 0€2,

(A-1)
lim;—o [|z(1) |l L2@) =0,
lim/ 0 t[|VZ(#)[L2(@) = 0.
with 7 > 0, Q a bounded domain of R?, 4 > 1,
L = sup |x| (A-2)

xeQ
and

g€ L?((0,T)x Q).
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We then have the following result:

Proposition A.1. Any smooth solution z of (A-1) with g € L*>((0, T) x Q) satisfies the estimate

2 L2 2 L T 2 1 T 2 2
Vaz(T)|" =5 |2(T <— Viz(t, x)- — ,
/Q(| 2(T)P =751 ( )|)dx TZ/O (t/r+| 2(t, X)) ds(x))dz-i—Tz/O/Qt lg|? dx dt
(A-3)

withl'y ={x €0Q :x-v >0}, and L is given by (A-2).

Proof. We define the spatial operators

2

L 1
Sz=—-Axz— 2 Az = Z(2x-VxZ +d z),

so that z is a solution of (A-1) satisfying
0;z+Sz+Az=g in(0,T)x Q.

Note that S and A respectively correspond to the symmetric and skew-symmetric parts of the operator in
(A-1).
We then consider

L2
D(t):= / |Vez(t,x))> — —|z(t, x)|* ) dx = / (Sz)(t,x)z(t,x) dx.
Q 412 Q
A direct calculation shows that

L2
D’(t)=F/Q|Z|2dx+2/QSzatzdx

L2
=_3/ |z|2dx—2/ |Sz|2dx—2/ SZAde—i—Z/ Szgdx.
2t Jo Q Q Q

Furthermore, as A is a skew-symmetric operator, we have
—2/ Sz Az dx =2/ Axz Azdx = l/ Axz(2x-Vyz+d z)dx.
Q Q rJa
On one hand, we obviously have

/szdzdxz—d/ |Vyz|? dx.
Q Q

On the other hand, we note that
/ Axz2x-Vyzdx = 2/ (Vxz-v)(x-Vyz)ds(x)— 2/ Vxz-Vx(x-Vyz)dx
Q 193 Q
=2/ (x-v)|VxZ-v|2ds(x)—2/ Viz Vx(x-Vyz)dx.
0Q2 Q

Here, we have used that as z =0 on 02, Vyz = (Vxz-v)v on 0Q2. As

Vyez:Vi(x-Vyz) = |Vyz|? + %-Vx(|sz|2),



1486 JEREMI DARDE AND SYLVAIN ERVEDOZA

we have

/VxZ~Vx(x~VxZ)dx=/ |sz|2dx—|—/ 2 Ve (|Vez|?) dx
Q Q Q2
2/ |sz|2dx+l/ (x-v)|VxZ|2ds(x)—é/ |Vez|? dx
Q 2 Jae 2 Ja

=/ |vxz|2dx+1/ (x-u)|vxz-u|2ds(x)—i[ |Vyez|? dx.
Q 2 Jaa 2 Jq

Gathering the above computations, we get
/ 2 L? 2 2 2 1 2
D'@)+2 | [Sz|7dx=—— | |z|7dx== | |Vxz[7dx+- (xv)|Vizv|“ds(x)+2 | Szgdx
Q 2t° Ja 1 Je t Jaq Q

$—2D(l)+l/ (x-v)Isz-vlzds(x)—i-/ |SZ|2dx+/ |g|? dx,
t ! Joq Q Q

which implies in particular

(t>D(t)) <t / (x-v)|Vez-v|[2ds(x) + t2/ lg|? dx. (A-4)
| Q
Using the assumption on z in the third and fourth lines of (A-1), one easily checks lim;_¢ 2 D(t) = 0;
hence we can integrate (A-4) between 0 and 7, which gives (A-3), as |(x - v)| < L for all x € Q. O
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ZEROS OF REPEATED DERIVATIVES OF RANDOM POLYNOMIALS

RENJIE FENG AND DONG YAO

It has been shown that zeros of Kac polynomials K, (z) of degree n cluster asymptotically near the unit
circle as n — oo under some assumptions. This property remains unchanged for the /-th derivative of
the Kac polynomials K ¥ (z) for any fixed order /. So it’s natural to study the situation when the number
of the derivatives we take depends on n, i.e., [ = N,. We will show that the limiting behavior of zeros
of K™ (z) depends on the limit of the ratio N, /n. In particular, we prove that when the limit of the
ratio is strictly positive, the property of the uniform clustering around the unit circle fails; when the
ratio is close to 1, the zeros have some rescaling phenomenon. Then we study such problem for random
polynomials with more general coefficients. But things, especially the rescaling phenomenon, become
very complicated for the general case when N, /n — 1, where we compute the case of the random elliptic
polynomials to illustrate this.

1. Introduction

There are many well-known results regarding the nontrivial relations between zeros and critical points of
polynomials. The classical Gauss—Lucas theorem states that all the critical points of a polynomial are in
the convex hull of its zeros; in particular, if all the zeros are real, then so are the zeros of the derivative.
Differentiating a polynomial which has only real zeros will even out zero spacings [Farmer and Rhoades
2005]; in the case of random trigonometric polynomials, it’s proved in [Farmer and Yerrington 2006]
that the repeated differentiation causes the roots of the function to approach equal spacing, which can be
viewed as a toy model of crystallization in one dimension. For random polynomials under some mild
assumptions, the distribution of critical points and the distribution of its zeros are asymptotically the same
as the degree tends to infinity. This is because, roughly speaking, the coefficients of the derivative of a
random polynomial are not changed dramatically. Actually, such result holds for any fixed number of
derivatives [Feng > 2019; Kabluchko and Zaporozhets 2014]. In this article, we are primarily interested
in the case when the number of the derivatives we take for the random polynomials is not fixed but grows
to infinity with the degree.

Our starting point is the classical Kac polynomials. Let &y, &, ... be nondegenerate, independent and
identically distributed (i.i.d.) complex random variables. The Kac polynomials are defined as

Ka(2) =) &z". (1
k=0

MSC2010: 60EO05.
Keywords: derivatives of random polynomials, empirical measure.
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The Kac polynomials have degree n almost surely by assuming
P& =0)=0. (@)

The distribution of zeros of Kac polynomials has been studied for decades; we refer to [Bloom and
Shiffman 2007; Hough et al. 2009; Ibragimov and Zeitouni 1997; Ibragimov and Zaporozhets 2013; Kac
1943; Kabluchko and Zaporozhets 2013; 2014; Sodin and Tsirelson 2004; Shepp and Vanderbei 1995].
It’s proved that if

Elog(1 + [&o]) < oo, 3)

then with probability 1, the empirical measure of zeros of Kac polynomials converges weakly to the uniform
probability measure on the unit circle as n tends to infinity [Ibragimov and Zeitouni 1997; Ibragimov and
Zaporozhets 2013; Kabluchko and Zaporozhets 2013; 2014; Shepp and Vanderbei 1995]. If the assumption
(3) is removed, then zeros of K,(z) may not concentrate around the unit circle; see [Ibragimov and
Zaporozhets 2013; Kabluchko and Zaporozhets 2013] for the case when |&y| has some logarithmic tails.

The property of clustering around the unit circle remains unchanged for the /-th derivative of the Kac
polynomials K,gl) (z) for any fixed / as n tends to infinity [Feng > 2019; Kabluchko and Zaporozhets
2014]. But things become interesting if the number of the derivatives we take depends on n, e.g., [ = N,,.
For the extreme case when N,, = n, there is no zero for K| ,(,") almost surely. Hence, some natural questions
are: What is the critical growth order of N, so that the property of clustering around the unit circle for the
Kac polynomials K ,EN”) fails? When it fails, what is the distribution of zeros of K ,EN”)? And how does the
distribution depend on the growth order of N,? In this article, we will answer these questions for the Kac
polynomials completely. The estimates we derive for the Kac case can be applied to the general random
polynomials. But there are some issues for the general random polynomials, where we will compute the
case of the random elliptic polynomials to illustrate this.

1.1. Notation. Before we state our main results, we need to introduce some notation. We denote by

Pn@ =Y Epiait )

k=0
the random polynomials of degree n with general coefficients, where py , are deterministic coefficients
and &; are nondegenerate i.i.d. complex random variables. Throughout the article, we assume the random

variable & satisfies the conditions (2) and (3).

We denote by p,(,N")(z) the N,-th derivative of p,(z) with the degree

D, =n—N,. )
Without loss of generality, we may assume the convergence of
Ny
— —>a€l0,1]. (6)
n

The random measure of zeros of p,(z) is denoted by

Un = Z 8z, 7

Z:pn(Z)ZO
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and we use the notation

up,= Y & ®)

2p (2)=0

for the random measure of zeros of p,gN”)(z) of degree D,,.

Similarly, we denote by u,’f and ugn the random measures of zeros of K,,(z) and K ,EN”)(z) for the Kac
polynomials, respectively, and we denote by uf and ,u%n the random elliptic polynomials. We denote
by D, the open disk of radius r centered at the origin in the complex plane. The convergence of the
random measures v, to v in probability (or in distribution) means the convergence in probability (or
in distribution) in the weak sense, i.e., f x Pvn(dx) — f y $v(dx) in probability (or in distribution) for
any smooth test function ¢ with compact support. Given a measure v on the complex plane, we define
the scaling operator (¥,v)(B) = v(B/h) for h > 0 where B is any Borel set in C. In the end, we set
a Ab =min{a, b} and a vV b = max{a, b} and set log0 = —oc.

1.2. Kabluchko—Zaporozhets theorem. There are many well-known results regarding the global distri-
bution of zeros of some special Gaussian random analytic functions where the ensembles are usually
invariant under some group action, such as the Gaussian elliptic polynomials and Gaussian hyperbolic
analytic functions [Hough et al. 2009; Sodin and Tsirelson 2004]. Recently, a remarkable result proved
in [Kabluchko and Zaporozhets 2014] deals with more general random analytic functions. Kabluchko
and Zaporozhets [2014] proved that under certain assumptions on the coefficients of the random analytic
functions, the distribution of zeros will converge to a deterministic rotationally invariant measure on a
domain of the complex plane. Such measure can be explicitly characterized in terms of the coefficients.
To be more precise, let’s consider the random analytic function in the form of

Fa@) =Y &prndt, ©)
k=0

where &, are nondegenerate i.i.d. complex random variables satisfying condition (3) and the coefficients
Prk.n satisfy the following assumptions.

Assumptions 1. Assume there are a function p : [0, c0) — [0, 00) and a number Ty € (0, oo] such that
(1) p(t) >0fort < Ty and p(t) =0 for t > Ty,
(2) p is continuous on [0, Tp), and in the case Ty < oo, left continuous at Ty,
(3) lim,_ supke[O’An]llpk,nP/" — p(k/n)| =0 for every A > 0, and
(4) Ro=liminf,_, o p(t)~'/" € (0, oo}, lim infi— oo | Pi.n | =1/ > R, for every fixed n € N and additionally,
liminf, ¢ /n— o0l Pl =¥ > Ro.
Roughly speaking, the major assumption is that the coefficients py , are approximately e” °¢ P&/ for

some p, which is positive on some interval [0, 7p), continuous in [0, 7p], and equal to 0 in (Tp, 00).

Theorem 1 [Kabluchko and Zaporozhets 2014]. Under Assumptions 1 and (3), let I (s) be the Legendre—
Fenchel transform of —log p, i.e., I(s) = sup,>o(st + log p(¢)); then the random measure (1/n)uF,
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of zeros of F,(z) converges in probability to a deterministic measure ( in Dg,, which is rotationally
invariant and satisfies

n(D,) =1I"(logr), 1€ (0, Ro).

As a convention, I’ is the left derivative of I. A typical example to which to apply the Kabluchko—
Zaporozhets theorem is the Kac polynomials where we have

Pk = Li<n, p)=li<i, Tp=1. (10)

By some computations, we have [ (s) = s Vv 0 and thus the limiting distribution satisfies

w(,) = {0’ o=r=i, (11)

1, r>1,
i.e., the uniform probability measure on the unit circle.

But we cannot apply the Kabluchko—Zaporozhets theorem directly in our case to derive the distribution
of zeros of K,EN”) or that of the general random polynomials p,SN”). For example, if N, =n — |logn],
then the degree of p,(,N") is D, = |logn]; therefore, one cannot find some A so that Assumption 1(3) is
satisfied. We need to modify their theorem to deal with our situation more conveniently. We consider the
random polynomials in the form of

(To—84) Ly

F@= Y &peadt (12)
k=0

where (Ty — 6,) L, is an integer and we assume that F),(z) satisfies the following assumptions:

Assumptions 2. There exist a function p : [0, c0) — [0, 00), a positive number Ty € (0, 00), a sequence
of positive integers L, going to oo as n — 00, and a sequence of numbers §, € (—Ty, Tp) (not necessarily
positive) that goes to 0 as n — oo such that

(1) p(t) > 0fort €0, Ty) and p(¢t) =0 for t > Ty,
(2) p is continuous in [0, Tp], and
(3) 1imy— o0 SUPg<f < (75,1, || P.nl /7" — P((k /L) A To)| = 0.
Then we have the following theorem whose proof is sketched in the Appendix.

Theorem 2. For random polynomials F,(z) in the form of (12) which satisfy Assumptions 2, let I(s) be
the Legendre—Fenchel transform of — log p; then the random measure (1/L,)uF, of zeros will converge
in probability to a deterministic rotationally invariant measure | where

w(D,) =1I'"(dogr), r>0. (13)

Throughout the article, we often make use of the estimate

1 k
lim sup - log|pk.n| —log p(L— A To)‘ =0. (14)

=00 0<k<(Ty—8n)Ln | Ln n
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This estimate implies the main Assumption 2(3), which is the direct consequence of the inequality
lx =y < (x Ay)el2r Y log x —log y|
for any x, y > 0. The main advantage of (14) is the convenience in computations.

1.3. Main results. We first state our main results for the Kac polynomials, which will answer the questions
we raised at the beginning of the article.

Kac polynomials. The main result is that the limiting behavior of the distribution of zeros of K ,(,N") will
depend on the limit of the ratio N,/n. We will divide our discussions into two categories: D, goes to
infinity and D,, remains a fixed number, where D, =n— N, is the degree of the random polynomials K ,EN”).
Without loss of generality, we consider the four different cases O N,/n — 0, @ N,/n — a € (0, 1),
® N,/n— 1and D, — o0, e.g., N, =n—logn] and D, = |logn], and @ N, /n — 1 but D,, =m < o0,
ie., K,(,N”) has a fixed degree m.

In the cases of (D-G) where D, — oo, we will show that the coefficients of K,(,N”) or its rescaling will
satisfy Assumptions 2 with different choices of L,, 8,, Tp, and p; then we apply Theorem 2 to prove:

Theorem 3. Assume D,, — 00 as n — 00; we have the following results regarding the empirical measure
of zeros of derivatives of Kac polynomials K ,SN"):

(1) If lim,_, N, /n =0, then (I/Dn),ugn converges in probability to the uniform probability measure
on the unit circle, i.e., the measure defined in (11).

(2) If lim,_, o N,/n=a € (0, 1), then (1/ Dn)ugn converges in probability to a rotationally invariant
measure uX on C defined by

ar/((1—a)(1—=r)), O<r<l1-—a,
k(@) = { / (15)
1, r>1—a.
(3) If lim,_ N, /n =1, then globally we have the convergence in probability
1

n

Ifwe set R, = n/D,, as the quotient of the degrees of K, and K ) and consider the rescaling Kac
polynomials K, (z) := K,EN”)(Z/R,,), then the empirical measure (l/D,,);Lgn which is the same as

(1/Dy)¥r, (Mgn) converges in probability to a rotationally invariant measure X where

K r, r<I1,
D,) = 17
u (D) {1, r> 1. (17)
In particular, the density for the measure iX is
~K 1
d”(2) = 5= 1jz=<1- (18)
2m|z]
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In the case @ when D, remains a fixed number, we will show that the measure of zeros of the rescaling
polynomials K ,gN”)(z /n) will converge to some random measure. The main tool to prove this result is
Rouché’s theorem in complex analysis. Our result is as follows.

Theorem 4. Suppose lim,_, o, N,,/n =1 and D,, = m for all n; then globally
1

— '““gn — 80, (19)
m
where the convergence is in probability. Furthermore, we have the rescaling limit
Fu(i,) = I sk, (20)
where the convergence is in distribution and ¢k is the random measure of zeros of the random polynomial
gk k
X @)= Z P 21)
k=0

Remark. The relationship between the results in Theorems 3(3) and 4 has an intuitive explanation.
Consider the case in Theorem 3(3). We can zoom in zeros of K ,(,N”)(z) in two steps. First we zoom in the
zeros of K ,SN") (z) by a factor of n; then by Theorem 4 (treating D,, as fixed for this moment) the scaled
zeros will be close to the zeros of f g (2). Here f g (z) is just the function in (21) with m replaced by D,

If we then zoom out zeros of fX p, by afactor of D, (which is the degree of the polynomial K D) then as
a whole we get something close to zooming in the zeros of K, ¢ ")(z) by a factor of n/D,,. Taking n to
infinity we should get the limit in Theorem 3(3). This is in accordance with the fact that (17) is also the
limit of the empirical measure of zeros of K D, (D,z) as m — o0, as shown in Theorem 2.3 of [Kabluchko
and Zaporozhets 2014]. Note that in the zooming out process, we can also replace Z o0&k / k) (Dpz)*
by Zk:() &/ k") (D,z)* since Theorem 2.1 of [Kabluchko and Zaporozhets 2014] shows the empirical
measure of Z/fio &/ k") (D,z)* restricted to unit disk also converges to the measure in (17).

As a summary, we show that the clustering property of zeros around the unit circle for the derivatives of
Kac polynomials holds if and only if N,/n — 0; the conclusion (3) in Theorem 3 together with Theorem 4
imply that, if N,/n — 1, zeros will converge to the origin with the average decay rate D,,/n which is the
quotient of the degrees of K ,(,N") and K. Thus we will completely answer the questions we proposed at
the beginning of the article.

General random polynomials. We can extend the above results for the Kac polynomials to the general

random polynomials where the coefficients satisfy Assumptions 1 in the Kabluchko—Zaporozhets theorem.

Theorem 5. Suppose the random polynomial p, (z) of (4) satisfies Assumptions 1 with some function p(t);

( I‘l)

then regarding the zeros of p, ", we have:

(1) If limy 00 Nu/n = 0, let 1(s) be the Legendre—Fenchel transform of —log p; then (1/D,)up,
converges in probability to a rotationally invariant measure | given by

w(D,) =1'"(logr), r>0.

That is, (1/D,)up, has the same limit as (1/n) .
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(2) If limy_oo Ny/n=a€ (0, 1), letlogu, =log p(t+a)+ (t+a)log(t+a)—tlogt+(1—a)log(l1—a)
if0<t<l—aand —cc ift > 1 —a. Let 1,(s) be the Legendre—Fenchel transform of —logu,; then
(1/Dy)up, converges in probability to a rotationally invariant measure |1, given by

1
ma(Dy) = I—I,;(log r), r>0.
—da

Compared with Theorems 3 and 4 for the Kac case, things become complicated for the general random
polynomials when the ratio N, /n tends to 1. First, one cannot conclude that (1/D,)up, converges in
probability to §y. To see this, let’s consider the following example where the coefficients of the random
polynomials p, are

1, 0<k <N,
pk":{n!(k—Nn)!/(k!Dn!), Ny <k <n,
where
D, =|logn] and N,=n— D,.
We let

p(t) = lo</<1.

We claim that py , and p satisfy Assumptions 1. Indeed, when 0 < k < N,,, we have
P =p (%)

Therefore, it remains to prove
lim sup |p,/} —1/=0.

By (14), it’s enough to show

1
—log py ,| =0. (22)

lim sup
n—>00 N —f<p

For N, <k <n, we have 1 <n!(k — N,)!/(k! D,!) <n!/k!; then
1 a1 b log’n

< sup —log—~ <-—logn™ < ,
Ny<k<n 1l k! " n n

1
sup |—log pi.n

N,<k<n

where (22) follows as n — oo, which completes the proof of the claim. But the N,-th derivative of p, is
n! D
= S
D,! P

which is in the form of Kac polynomials; thus, the empirical measure of zeros will converge to the uniform

probability measure on the circle instead of the delta function at the origin.

Secondly, even if zeros converge to §p, one cannot easily find the rescaling limit of the empirical
measure of zeros if there exists one. The rescaling property should highly depend on the properties of
coefficients, such as the convergent rate of p, ; to p(¢) and the monotonicity of py , for each fixed n.
The following results regarding the elliptic polynomials provide such an example.
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Random elliptic polynomials. The random elliptic polynomials are in the form of

En(2) = Z sk\/@z". (23)
k=0

If & are i.i.d. complex Gaussian random variables, then the random elliptic polynomials are also called
Gaussian SU(2) polynomials. The Gaussian SU(2) polynomials can be viewed as meromorphic functions
defined on the complex projective space CIP' = S2, and a basic fact is that the distribution of its zeros is
invariant under the SU(2) action. The Gaussian SU(2) polynomial is the standard model when one tries
to generalize the random polynomials to random holomorphic sections on the complex manifolds [Bleher
et al. 2000; Hough et al. 2009].

One can show that the coefficients of the random elliptic polynomials satisfy all of Assumptions 1 with
the associated function (see also [Kabluchko and Zaporozhets 2014])

log p©(t) = —%tlogt — 1(1 —)log(1 —1) for0O<r<1. (24)
Theorem 6. For the random elliptic polynomials E, (z) defined in (23), we have:

(1) The conclusions in Theorem 5 hold for (1/D,,) /,Lgn with p replaced by p® defined in (24).
(2) If lim,_, N, /n =1, then we have the global convergence in probability

1
_Mgn — .
n

Furthermore, if D,, — 00, then in probability, we have

1
D—ym(ﬂg") - M,
n

where R, = n/ D, as before and | is the rotationally invariant probability measure defined as

r(«/m—r)
2

n(Dy) = , re(0,00). (25)

If D,, = m < 00, then the following rescaling limit holds in distribution:
S a(ep,) = iyr,
where W fE is the random measure of zeros of f,f = Zfzo(ék/(kw (m —k))z-.

1.4. Further remarks. Let’s compare Theorem 6 with Theorems 3(3) and 4 for the case when N,,/n — 1.
Both the empirical measures of zeros of derivatives tend to the point mass at the origin, but the interesting
result is that they converge with different decay rates. Zeros converge to the origin with the average decay
rate D, /n for the Kac case and /D, /n for the elliptic case, which indicates that Assumptions 1 is not
enough to extract the complete information about the convergence of zeros of the N,-th derivative of
general random polynomials; i.e., the main assumption limy,—, oo SUPyc(o. An1l| Pk.n| In _ pk/n)| =0 for
every A > 0 is not enough. It seems that we need to impose additional assumptions on the rate of the
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convergence of py , to p for N, <k <n and the growth order of pi ,. As in (14), we may alternatively
consider the quantities

1 k
Nn = sup —loglpk,nl—logp<—)‘ (26)
N,<k<n' 1 n
and
by = sup |pk,n|- (27)
N,<k<n

The asymptotic properties of 1, and b, may play important roles in the case when N, /n — 1. Note that
N, is identical to O for the Kac polynomials and asymptotic to (log D,)/(4n) + O(1/n) for the random
elliptic polynomials. Two questions are raised: What are the asymptotic properties of 1,, and b,, so that
zeros of p,(lN”) tend to the origin? And if zeros tend to the origin, how does the decay rate depend on 7,
and b,,? We postpone these two problems for further investigation.

Along with Kac polynomials, there is another important type of random polynomial defined via the
orthogonal polynomials. Given a bounded simply connected domain €2 in the complex plane with analytic

boundary C of length L and a positive weight function w(z), we define the inner product

1 _
(f. 8)22/ f(2)g@w(2)|dz]. (28)
c

Then we can find an orthonormal basis {p,’(z)} with respect to this inner product, where p)’(z) is a
polynomial of degree n in which the coefficient of z" is real and positive. Shiffman and Zelditch [2003]
prove that the empirical measure of zeros of

n
Pa@) =) &pi(2), (29)
k=0

where &; are i.i.d. standard complex Gaussian random variables, tends to the equilibrium measure of €2 as
n tends to infinity. Such result is then generalized by Bloom and Shiffman [2007] to higher dimensions
where they get rid of the analytic assumption and replace it by the Bernstein—-Markov condition. In [Feng
> 2019], the author further studied zeros of the /-th derivative of P,fl) for any fixed / as n — oo, and
proved that zeros of derivatives of any fixed order also tend to the equilibrium measure. The method used
in [Feng > 2019; Shiffman and Zelditch 2003] is quite different from that of [Kabluchko and Zaporozhets
2014]. One needs to apply the classical Szeg6 theorem [1975] on orthogonal polynomials together with
the conformal transformation between the bounded domain and the unit disk. Then it’s a natural problem
to study the behavior of zeros of derivatives of P As indicated by Theorem 3 for the Kac polynomials,
it seems that zeros will still converge to the equilibrium measure if N,,/n — 0, but the results for the
case when N, /n — a € (0, 1] are quite hard to predict. One may prove the results with the aid of the
conformal transformation, but the strategy is unclear to the authors.

The paper is organized as follows. We will prove Theorems 3 and 4 for the Kac polynomials in
great details in Section 2. The estimates for the Kac case can be applied to prove Theorem 5 for the
general random polynomials in Section 3. In the end, we will prove Theorem 6 for the random elliptic
polynomials. In the Appendix, we will sketch the proof of Theorem 2.
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2. Kac polynomials

In this section, we will prove Theorems 3 and 4 for the Kac polynomials.

Let K ,SN”) be the N,-th derivative of the Kac polynomials. Since we want to prove the empirical
measure of zeros converges to a deterministic limit, it suffices to prove the convergence in distribution.
By the fact that & are i.i.d., it’s equivalent to consider

Dil
KM (2) =Y &(k+1) - (k+ Nyt (30)

k=0
Observing that the random measure of zeros is invariant by the dilation, i.e., .y = u s for any nonzero c,
we can alternatively consider the following normalized random polynomial so that the leading-order term

is £p, 7P

Dy,
KM (2) =Y & fin, (31)

k=0
where throughout the article, we set

(k4 NI D!

Jen = —1 (32)

Stirling’s formula reads

K= ckm(’z‘)", (33)

where ¢y is a sequence of positive numbers tending to 1 as k tends to oo and hence uniformly bounded.
Then we have

log(k+N, log D
[(k+Nn>1og<k+Nn>—<k+Nn>+¥+Dn1ogDn—Dn+ gDy

11 5 1
—1lo —
L, &M=

logk 1
_(klogk—k—l—%ikn logn—n+ Ozgn)]

1
—i—L— (logckqn,+logep, —loger—loge,)

n

1
= T [(k+N,)log(k+N,)+D,log D,—nlogn—klogk]

1 1
+ 7L (log(k+Ny)+log D,,—logn— logk)+L—(log ck+n, +logep, —logcr—logcy)
n

n

=1Lk,n)+L(k,n)+1z3(k,n). (34)

When k£ = 0, we set ¢y = 1 and set 1,(0,n) = (1/L,)(N,log N, + D,log D,, — nlogn), I5(0,n) =
(1/2Ly))(log N, +1og D, —logn), and I3(0, n) = (1/L,)(logcn, +logcp, —logc,) to be consistent
with the definitions. The expressions of I; are different according to the choices of L, (only differ by the
front factor L), but we use the same notation /; for different cases throughout the article to reduce the
notation we use.
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In the following computations, we will let L, — oo (although we choose different L,, for different
cases); hence, I3(k, n) will tend to 0 uniformly by the uniform bound of ¢, which means the third term
I3(k, n) is always negligible.

2.1. Case (). Let’s first consider the case (D) when

N
lim — =0. (35)

n—»o0o n
For this case, we need to choose L, = n in (34). We first simply have

2
lim sup [lh(k,n)| < lim —logn=0. (36)
n—-oon

=% 0<k<D,

For I, (k, n), we observe that for each fixed n, I (k, n) is increasing with respect to k by considering the
function I (x) = (x + N,,) log(x + N,;) — x log x where I’ (x) =log(x + N,)) —log x > 0. We combine this
with the fact that I, (D, n) = (1/n)((D, + Ny) log(D,, + N,) + D, log D, —nlogn — D, log D,)) = 0;
we first have

sup |11k, n)| < [1(0,n)| Vv [11(Dp, n)| = [1,(0, n)l,
0<k<D,

which further reads

1
sup |Ii(k,n)| < —|nlogn — N,log N, — D, log D,|
0<k<D, n

1
= —|N,logn+ D, logn — N, log N, — D, log D,|
n
=|——1log| — ) — —log| —
n n n n

lim sup |Ii(k,n)| =0, (37)

n—=>00<r<p,

Thus, we have

since N,/n — 0 and D,/n=1—N,/n— 1asn — o0.
Combining (36)—(37) and the fact that /3 always tends to 0, we get

lim sup llogfk,,, =0. (38)

n—>000<k<p,

Hence, the coefficients fj , satisfy Assumptions 2 with L, =n, Tp =1, and 6, = N,,/n so that (1—-6,)L, =
D, and log f(t) =0for 0 <t <1 and log f = —oo for ¢ > 1. Therefore, zeros of K™ will have the
same distribution as the Kac polynomials by computations in (10) and (11) as n — oo.

2.2. Case @. Let’s consider the case when

Ny
lim —=ae(0,1). (39)

n—-oo n
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Let’s choose L, =n in (34) again. By the same arguments as in Case (D, I and I3 converge to 0 uniformly
for 0 <k < D, as n — oo. Therefore, it remains to estimate ;. Let’s put N,/n = a + §, where §, — 0.

Assume n is large enough so that

PPN (40)
"= 2"

For k > 1, we rewrite
1
Iy = —[(k+ N,) log(k+ N,) + D, log D,, —nlogn — klog k]
n

1
= —[(n— D, +k)log(k +N,) —nlogn —klogk + D,logk — D, logk + D, log D,]
n

1 k N, Dy,
= —|nlog| —+ — |+ (k — D) log(k + N,,) — (k — D,) logk + D,, log m
n n n

k N, k D, N, D, D,
=log|-—+— )+ |(———)Ilog|14+— )+ —log| —

n n n n k n k
=1+ Is.

To estimate /4 and /5, we will make use of the following inequality which is the direct consequence of
the intermediate value theorem:

1
O<logy—logx <—-(y—x) forO<c<x<y. (41)
c
We can rewrite 14 as log(k/n +a + 6,); by (40)—(41), we have
26
‘14—1og(5+a)‘ <|==
n a
forall 1 <k < D,. So we have
lim sup ‘14—10g(§+a)| —0. 42)

n—>00 | <k<p,

For Is, since N,/n =a+6, and D,/n =1 —a — §,, we can rewrite it as

8 l—a-—3§
15:<E_(1_a)+5n)10g<1+w>+(1_a_5n)10gw
n k k

k n n I’l+k
=-1 (1 - 8—) 1—a—-24,)1 —1+—).
" og +ak+ "y +1—-a-4,) og( +k+(a+5,,)n>

Then we have

Is — [Elog(l +aﬁ)+(l —a) log(—l + ntk )]‘
n k k+an
k log<1+az+8nﬁ> —log<1+az>’
k k k

n
n+k n+k
I 14+ —) -1 14+ — )
0g< +k+(a+5n)n) og( +k+an)‘+|"|

=1+ I+ Ig.

IA

+(1—a)

( n+k )‘
log| -1+ ————
k+(a—+é,)n
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By (40)—(41) again, we have
k 1
Io<
nl+(a/2)(n/k)
For 17, since |5,| < (1 —a)/2, we know k + (a + 8,)n < k + ((1 + a)/2)n. Therefore,
iy n—+k > 14 n—+k _ (1—a)n/2 . (1—a)n/2 :l—a'
k+ (a+é8,)n k+((1+a)/2n (14+a)/2n+k ~— (14+a)/2yn+n 3+a

‘We also have

n
10nl 7 = 10u] = 0.

(43)

k+n - 1—a
k+an ~ 3+a’

i - n+k I 4 n+k
og| -1+ ——— ) —log| —
& k+ (a+8,)n £ k+an

34a k+n k+n
<{-a) -
1 k+(@+6é,)n k+an

(k+n)[8,|n < (3+a)(n+n)n|5n| < 8(3+a)|énl N
(k+an/2)? (an/2)? a?
For I3, taking into account (40) and (43), we have

1—a< k+n _(l—a—én)n<[(1—a)—|—(1—a)/2]n<3(1—a);

34+a +k+(a+5,,)n_k+(a+a,,)n— (a—a/2)n -~ a

it follows that 31 ) .
—a —a
Iy < (log< p ) \Y log<m>‘)|8n|—>0.

If we combine the estimates of I, I7, and Ig, we conclude that
k k

Is— | Ztog(14a” )+ (1 —aytog -1+ 2F —0. (44)
n k k4an

log fi(t) =log(t +a) +tlog(1 + 6?1) + _a)log(l;a)

-1+
Thus, by (41), we have

I1=(0-a)

—a

<(B+a) 0.

lim sup
n—00 1<k<D,

If we set

t+a
=({+a)log(t+a)—tlogt+ (1 —a)log(l—a), t=>0, 45)

then the estimates (42) and (44) for I, and Is imply
lim sup ‘11 —log fi (5)‘ —0. (46)
n—>00 | <k<D, h
The estimate of /| in the case k = 0 can be achieved by the same way, and actually (46) holds with the
supremum taken over 0 <k < D,,.
Let'sset f=fijforO0<t<1—aandOfort>1—a. Let’s set
A) = sup |log f1(1) —log fi(s)l;

l—a<t<s<l,s—t<b
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then we have

sup |1 —log f(E A —a)| = sup [1n—10g fi(X)[+a05.D.
0<k<D, n 0<k<D, n
Observing that log f is uniformly continuous on [1 — a, 1], combining (46) and the fact that §, — O,
then we have

lim sup ‘Il—logf(’%/\(l—a))‘ =0.

=% 0<k<D,

Therefore, if we combine the estimates of 11, I, and I5 we derived above for Case 2), we have

lim sup | fi.—log f(ﬁ A= a))‘ —0. 47)
n—oo 0<k<D, n n

As a summary, in the case when N,/n — a € (0, 1), by defining f(¢) above, the coefficients f; , will

satisfy Assumptions 2 with 7o =1—a, L, =n, and 6, = N,/n — a (note that D,, = (Tp — 6,) L, again).

The Legendre—Fenchel transform of —log f is

alog(a/(e™ —1)4+a)+ (1 —a)log(l —a), s <log(l—a),

I(s)= {s(l—a), s > log(1 —a).

Therefore, by Theorem 2, the limiting measure for the sequence of the random measure (1/L,) ugn
(which is (l/n),ugn) satisfies
ar/(1-r), O<r<l1—a,

ﬂ(Dr) == {

1—a, r>1—a.

Since D, /n — 1 —a, the limit of the empirical measure (l/D,,),ugn will thus be (1/(1 —a))i(D,), which
is (15).

2.3. Case 3. In the case when

N”l
lim — =1 and D, — o0, (48)

n—oo n

we only prove (17), which implies (16). To prove (17), we need to consider

D,
~ z ~
K@) = R KM (—) = & find", (49)
Ry k=0
where
~ B n
fk,n = fk,nRyll)n k and Rn = D_ (50)

It’s enough to study K . (2) since it has the same zeros as K ,(,N”)(z /Ry).
In this case, we need to choose L, = D, in (34) with the decomposition

1
Do log fin:=Li(k,n)+ L(k,n)+ I3(k, n).
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Thus, we have the decomposition

1 ~ k 1
—1 =|1——)IlogR —1
Dn og fk,n < Dn) 0g Ky + Dn 0og fk,n (51)

k
= [(1——) loan+I1:| + L+ 1.
D,

As before, I3 goes to 0 uniformly again since D, — oo as n — 0.

‘We note that |

2D,
is decreasing with respect to k > 1 for fixed N,, D,,, and n; thus, we simply have SUPg<k<p, |k, n)| =
|[Ir(1, n)| Vv |L(Dy,n)|. Since I,(D,, n) =0, we further have

I(k,n) =

(log(k + N,,) +1log D, —logn —logk)

sup [L(k,n)| = |L(1,n)| = llog(N, + 1) +1log D, —logn|.

0<k<D, 2D,

By assumption (48), we can choose n large enough so that N, > %n; thus, we have

log2 log D
(log(Ni>+logDn)< o8 + 08 Zn — 0,

1
sup |k, n)| < 5

0<k<D, D, n — 2D, 2D,

since D,, — 0o as n — o0.
For I, we rewrite it as

1
I = D—((k+n — Dy)log(k+ N,) —nlogn+ D, log D,, — klogk)
n

1 k+ N,
= D—(nlog + N + (k — D,) log(k + N,) + D, log Dn—klogk)
n

n

1 k+N, k+N, k
:D—(nlog( + )—i—(k—Dn)log( + )+(k—Dn)logn—|—DnlogDn—klogDn—klog(D—))
n n

n n

n n+k—D, k k k k k+ N,
=—1 _— ) ——1 — — — 1) —log D,, ——1])1 .
D, Og( n > D, Og(Dn)+<Dn >(Ogn o8 )+<Dn ) 0g< n >

Thus, we can rewrite

M ooe(MHEE DN kRN (kY (kN
=—log[ ——— | — — log| — ——1])lo .
D, ¢ n D, 2\ D, D, S

log f=t—1—tlogt for0O<r<1 and log f=—oc0 fort>1. (52)

Now we put

Then we can write [; as

I =log f(Di) + Iy, (53)
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n k— D, k — D, k k+ N,
Ig = —/|log| 1 — ——1]lo .
o= o105 5 () ()
Since |log(1 +x)| < |x| and |log(1 +x) — x| < x2 when |x| is small, then we have the uniform estimate

2 2
(11152 P (2 ()
n n n

n
as n becomes large enough, which implies the first term in /g tends to 0.

Note that 1 > (k+ N,,)/n > N, /n; thus, |log((k + N,)/n)| < [log(N,/n)| = |log(1 — D, /n)| < D, /n.
If we combine this with the fact |k/D, — 1| < 1, we prove that the second term in Iy also tends to O.

~ ~ k
11—10gf<D—)‘=0.

If we combine the estimates of 1, 1, I>, and I3 above, we have proved

where

Hence, Iy — 0 as n — oc. Therefore,

lim sup
n—o0 0<k<D,

1 = ~( k
o log f; , —log f(D—>| =0. (54)

n n

lim sup

n—o0 0<k<D,
As a summary, the coefficients f~k,,, satisfy Assumptions 2 with L, = Dy, To =1, 8, =0, and f. The
Legendre-Fenchel transform 7 (s) = supy_, - (s7 + log f (1)) is

e —1, 5s<0,

s, s > 0.

I(s) = {
Thus, the explicit expression (17) of the limiting measure 1% follows by Theorem 2.

2.4. Case ®. Now we prove Theorem 4 for the case where D,, remains a fixed positive integer m. The
proof makes use of Rouché’s theorem. We start with the following proposition regarding the convergence
of zeros of a sequence of deterministic polynomials.

Proposition 7. Let G = ) |, grzk, where {gi} are deterministic constants and g,, # 0. Let G, =
> heo gk.nZ, where {gi .} are also deterministic. Assume g, converges to g for each fixed k. Then the
measure of zeros g, will converge to g in the sense of distribution.

Proof. Let’s choose ¢ as the smooth test function with compact support and pick € > 0 small enough. We
first claim that for each zero zo of G with multiplicity «g, for n large enough, G, has exactly o zeros
in D(zop, €), the open disc centered at zg with radius €. Once this is done, since G has m zeros (m is a finite
number), we can pick a common Ny such that when n > Ny, G, will have exactly «; zeros in D(z;, €)
for any z; in the zero set of G with multiplicity «;. This means that we can make an appropriate ordering
of the zero set of G (denoted by z;, 1 <i <m) and the zero set of G, (denoted by z; ,, 1| <i <m) such
that |z; — z; 4| < € for all i. Then we have

lnG, (@) —nc(P)l < Z 19 (zi) — ¢ (zin)| <mKe, (55)

1<i<m
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where K is the sup norm of the derivative of ¢. Since € is arbitrarily small, this implies the weak
convergence of y1g,. All the rest is to prove the claim.

Let’s choose € < 1 small enough such that zq is the only zero of G with multiplicity & > 1 in the
closure of D(zg, €). Assume |zg| + 1 < R for some R. For any z € D(zo, €), we have

Gy =Gl <) lgnk — &R, (56)
k=0

Let’s set

n(€) = min )IG(Z)I;

z€9dD(z0,€

then as n becomes large enough, we have

m
> lgns — gl RE < n(e),
k=0

which implies that
|Gn(2) = G(2)| <|G(z)| forany z € ID(zo, €).

Hence, G, and G have the same number of zeros in D(zg, €) by Rouché’s theorem. This completes the
proof of the claim and hence Proposition 7. ]

Let’s apply Proposition 7 to prove Theorem 4. In the case of D,, =m and N, =n —m, (31) reads

KM (@) = & findh

k=0

To study the limiting behavior of zeros of K\" ™™ (z/n), we may alternatively consider the random
polynomials G, (z) = n™K\"~™ (z/n). The coefficients of G, are

m—k

m! n

KHnmn—1)--(—m—k+1)

—k
8kn = n" fk,n ==

Since k and m are both fixed when n — 00, we have

m!
lim = —.
n%oogk’n A

By Proposition 7, the measure of zeros ug, will converge to i s« almost surely, where w ;« is the random
measure of zeros of f,f () = Z'knzo &/ k!)zX. The limit (20) follows from this since K ,E"_m)(z /n) have
the same zeros as G,. In particular, the empirical measure of zeros of K ,(,"_m) will converge to dg.

3. General random polynomials

In this section, we will apply the estimates we derived for the Kac polynomials in Section 2 to prove
Theorem 5 for the general random polynomials.
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Let p, be the general random polynomials of degree n defined in (4). Let’s assume that the coefficients
Dk satisfy Assumptions 1 with the associated continuous function p that is positive on [0, 1) and

lim sup |[penl" — p@)( —0. (57)
=0 ke[0,n] n
The N,-th derivative of p,, is
py" = Zsm Pict Ny fenZ®, (58)
k=0

where f; , is defined in (32). Since & are i.i.d., it’s equivalent to consider the random polynomials
Dll

PV = Eprin, n find, (59)
k=0

where (58) and (59) have the same distribution of zeros. We set

Uk.n = Pk+N,.,n fk,n;

then we rewrite
pi = Z Eug nZ".

We now verify that uy , satisfy Assumptions 2 with some associated function u.

3.1. Case 1. (N,/n — 0). As in Case (D of Kac polynomials, we take L, =n, §, = N,/n, and Tp = 1.
For fixed n, fy , is increasing with k since

fk+1,n _ k+1 + N,
fk,l’l k+1

Since fp, , = 1, it follows that f; , <1 forall n and 0 < k < D,. By Assumptions 1, p is continuous
on [0, 1] and therefore is bounded by C. Hence,

k
sup [lueal'" = p(%))|
0<k<D, n

k
< s fipeenal™ = p ()| 1al "+ sup [Lfint" 1] (5)

k+ N, k+ N, k
< sup [l = p(FEN) 4+ sup p( 2= p(E)| € s il -1
0<k=<Dn n 0<k<D, n 0<k<D,
=N+ L+ I

Our assumption (57) implies that J; converges to 0. J> converges to 0 since p is uniformly continuous
on [0, 1] and N, /n converges to O under the definition of the case. J3 also converges to O by the
estimate (38) which we have already proved for the Kac polynomials. Hence, the coefficients uy , satisfy
Assumptions 2 with L, =n, 8, = N,/n, To = 1, and the associated function p. The conclusion (1) of
Theorem 5 then follows.
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3.2. Case 2. (N,/n — a € (0,1)). As in Case @ of Section 2.2, we set L, =n, 8, = N,,/n —a, and
To=1—a; then (Tp—6,) L, = D,,. Let’s choose f; as in (45) and set that f coincides with f} in [0, 1 —a]
and equals 0 in [1 — a, 00) as in the Kac case. Proceeding like Case 1 above, we have

s, (& +0) 1) (£ 1)
0<k<D, n n

k k k
sup | fial " prn " = p((S+a) A1)+ sup p((£4+a) A1) finl " = F(EAT)|

0<k=D, 0<k=<D,
k+ N,
p( ks ")—p((knta)Al)‘
n n

+oswp p(Eva) a)iint = (5 )

0<k<D,

IA

IA

n—+ N,
sup |fk,n|1/n‘|Pk+N,,,n|l/n—P< n>'+ sup |fk,,,|l/”
0<k<D, n O<k<Dy

=01+ L+ Ik

As in Case 1, our assumptions of p imply that J; converges to 0; J3 converges to 0, which is equivalent
to (47) as in the Kac case. Again using the boundedness of f; , and the uniform continuity of p together

with the fact that
k+ N,
(G +a)nr) -
n n

we have J, — 0 since 8, — 0. Hence, the coefficients uy , satisfy Assumptions 2 with u?(¢) = f(¢t) p(t+a);
this will complete the proof of Theorem 5(2).

sup
0<k<D,

S |6n|,

4. Random elliptic polynomials

In this section, we will prove Theorem 6 for the random elliptic polynomials E, defined in (23). Let’s
denote by

the coefficients. By Stirling’s formula, one can prove that the coefficients p,fn satisfy Assumptions 1 with
the associated function p given in (24). Thus, Theorem 6(1) is the direct consequence of Theorem 5.
Now let’s prove Theorem 6(2), which is the interesting part, and the nontrivial ingredient is to find the
rescaling factor.

As in (59), the N,-th derivative of E,, is equivalent to

D, D,
EN =3 & pfiy, o find =) &g, (60)
k=0 k=0

Let’s first consider the case when N,,/n — 1 and D, — oo. By discarding a negligible lower-order term
and by Stirling’s formula, we have
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1
D, 2D,

1 /k+ N, n D, —k n
=— log + log
2\ D, k+ N, D, D, —k

1
~ log p/§+N,1,n ~ —(l’l logn - (k + Nn) log(k + Nn) - (Dn - k) log(Dn - k))

D, —k

2 D,
=ha+hL2+ 1.

D, Dy,

By |log(1 +x) — x| < x? when |x| is small, we can get the uniform estimate

1 n+k—D,—D,+k n [—Dn+k)\ n
hi—Z(— < <
’ 2 D, n 2D, n 2D,

We also have the uniform estimate
l( n+k—D, —Dn—l-k) D, —k

_ (Dn _k)z < Dn

2nD, T 2n

2 D, n 2D,

it follows that if we define

hy=3(1-1),
then
. k
lim sup (11 —hi|-—)|=0.
= 0<k<D, D,
Let’s put

hy = —3(1—1)log(1 —1);

k
ho=ho(=).
b 2(Drz)

then we can rewrite

1( n4+k—D, n—D,+k D, —k D, —k
=—|- log — log +
n

2
>—>0.

— 0;

)

(61)

(62)

(63)

The trick now is to eliminate /1 3 by a rescaling factor. To be more explicit, let’s put R, = n/D,, again

and put
~E E —(Da—k)/2
pk+N,1,n = pk+N,1,an ( % .
By defining in this way, we note that
1 —(Da—k)/2
D log R, OOl = — 1 3

n

hence, if we combine (61)—(65) and define the function

log pP(x) =h1+hy =51 —1) — 11 — ) log(1 — 1),
then we have proved

1 k
lim sup —logﬁ,erNn’n—logﬁE(D—)‘:O.

=0 g<k<p,| n n

Let’s further recall (50) in the proof of Case @) for the Kac case where

- D.—
fk,n = fk,an " k;

(64)

(65)

(66)

(67)

(68)
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then we can rewrite (60) as

D,

E,(ZN")(Z) — Z 5kﬁ1§+1v,,,nJgk,nZkRn_(D"_k)/z-
k=0

Therefore, the rescaling random polynomials read

D,
N2 ) = —D,,/zz ~E 7ok
() = R e

Let’s define

D,
EMNY(2) =) &t fin"
k=0
Let’s derive the limit of the empirical measure of zeros of E,(lN”) (z/+/Ry), which is the same as E,EN”) (2).
To do this, let’s define the coefficients ﬁf n = ﬁ,f N, fk,n; then the estimates (54) and (67) imply that
ﬁf , satisfy Assumptions 2 with L, = D,, §, =0, and Ty = 1 and the associated function af is given
by logii? =log p¥ +log f. By (52) and (66), we have

Ie—D—31—0log(l—1)—tlogt, 0<t<1,

logi® (1) =
gun) {oo, t>1.

Therefore, (1/D;,) Mgn’ or equivalently (1/D,)¥ m(ugn), converges in probability to a deterministic
measure. To find out the limit, we compute the Legendre—Fenchel transform of — log it% as
I(s) = sup (st +logii(t)) = 3(t;, — 1) — 3 log(1 — 1),
0=<r<1
where t; = (—1 ++/1+4e=%)/ (2¢=2%). Therefore, (25) follows by Theorem 2.
The analysis for the case when D,, remains a fixed number m follows exactly the same approach as in

Section 2.4 for the Kac case. Recall the definition of ”lf, , 1n (60); if we replace D, =m and N, =n —m,
then we can rewrite

- n! V2 ktn—m)m! m!/(n—m+k)\"?
u;, = (=T}
ko (k+n—m)! (m—k)! k!n! k!'\ nl(m—k)!
Now we consider the rescaling random polynomials

m

~ _ < ~
E"(z) :==n"/?E>" ””(E) = Zu,ﬁnszk,
k=0

where iif, = uf ,n™ /2 Since m and k are both fixed when n — oo, we get

lim #F — m!
oo o e (G — kD12

Therefore, since E;l" (z) have the same zeros as E{"™(z /+/1), then by Proposition 7, the limiting measure

g W(Mgn) when D,, = m will tend to the random zeros of



1510 RENIJIE FENG AND DONG YAO

” 1
fh= Z W&Zk

k=0

in distribution, which completes the proof of Theorem 6.

Appendix: Proof of Theorem 2

Now we sketch the proof of Theorem 2 by modifying the one in [Kabluchko and Zaporozhets 2014].

Let’s first recall the proof of Theorem 1 in [Kabluchko and Zaporozhets 2014]. For random ana-
lytic functions F(z) defined in (9) where the coefficients satisfy Assumptions 1, if one establishes the
convergence in probability

1
- 1og| Fu ()] — I (log|z]) (70)

as n — 00, then Theorem 1 follows by the classical Poincaré—Lelong formula. Kabluchko and Zaporozhets
proved (70) by establishing some appropriate upper and lower bounds for | F},(z)|; see estimates (22)
and (27) in [Kabluchko and Zaporozhets 2014].

Under Assumptions 2, the convergence radius is automatically infinity because we are now dealing with
a finite sum for any fixed n. Given random polynomials F}, in the form of (12) satisfying Assumptions 2,
to prove Theorem 2, it’s enough to derive the analogue convergence

1
L—logan(z)l — I(log|z|) (71)
as n — oo, where the convergence is also in probability. To prove this, we need the same upper and lower
bounds as in [Kabluchko and Zaporozhets 2014].

For the upper bound, for any € > 0, we have

|Fp(2)] < MelnGogleh+3e48, (ogleD™)  for 1y Jarge enough, (72)

where M is an almost surely finite random variable depending on €. Here we use the convention that
for any real number w, w™ and w™ are the positive and negative parts of w, i.e., w™ = w v 0 and
w” =(—w)VO.

We also need to show the lower bound estimate

P(|F,(z)| < elnoglzD=4e)y — 0( ) as n — 00. (73)

1
vV Ly
Recall Lemma 4.4 in [Kabluchko and Zaporozhets 2014]; we know that for any A > 0, there exists an
almost surely finite random variable M’ such that |£;| < M’e4* for all k with probability 1. If we set
A =¢€/(2Ty), then for all 0 < k < (Ty — 8,)L,,, we have

|$k| EMleék/(ZTO) EMleéLn- (74)
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To prove (72), if we apply the bound (74) together with Assumptions 2, for n large enough and § small
enough, we have

Z kak,nZk

0=<k=(To—5n)Ly

|Fu(2)| = < > 1&lpallzl

0=<k=(To—8n)Ly

sM/eeLn( Yoo dpeallzf+ Y |pk,n||z|k)

0<k=<(To—8) Ly ToLy<k=<(To+8; )Ly
E M’eGLn Z (e(k/Ln)10g|2|+10gp(k/Ln) +8|Z|k/Ln)Ln

0=<k=<(To—8:{)Ly

+ M’eGLn Z (e(k/Ln*TO) 10g|Z|+(TO 10g|Z|+lng(T0)) +6|Z|k/Ln)Ln
ToL,<k=(To+6, )Ln

By the definition of the Legendre—Fenchel transform, we further have

|F,(2)| < M’ e%€Ln (el(loglzl) +8(1v |Z|T0))Ln + M’ezeLn65;(10g|Z|)+Ln (el(loglzl) +8(1v |Z|2T0))Ln
< M//eLn(l(10g|z|)+36+8,,_(10g|z\)+)

where M” is another almost surely finite random variable, which completes the proof of the upper bound.

For the lower bound (73), if we choose the set J as the one in the proof of (27) in [Kabluchko and
Zaporozhets 2014], then the assumptions L, — oo and §,, — 0 imply that the set {k: 0 <k < (To —8,,) L,
k/L, € J} has cardinality bounded below by (|J|/2)L,. The rest proof follows the one in [Kabluchko
and Zaporozhets 2014] by replacing n by L, and hence the lower bound follows.
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GROSS-PITAEVSKII DYNAMICS FOR BOSE-EINSTEIN CONDENSATES

CHRISTIAN BRENNECKE AND BENJAMIN SCHLEIN

We study the time-evolution of initially trapped Bose—Einstein condensates in the Gross—Pitaevskii
regime. We show that condensation is preserved by the many-body evolution and that the dynamics of
the condensate wave function can be described by the time-dependent Gross—Pitaevskii equation. With
respect to previous works, we provide optimal bounds on the rate of condensation (i.e., on the number of
excitations of the Bose—Einstein condensate). To reach this goal, we combine the method of Lewin, Nam
and Schlein (2015), who analyzed fluctuations around the Hartree dynamics for N-particle initial data
in the mean-field regime, with ideas of Benedikter, de Oliveira and Schlein (2015), who considered the
evolution of Fock-space initial data in the Gross—Pitaevskii regime.

1. Introduction and main results

Trapped gases of N bosons in the Gross—Pitaevskii regime can be described by the Hamilton operator
N N
Hy® =Y [=Ay + Veu @)1+ Y N*V(N(x; —x7)) (1-1)
j=1 i<j
acting on the Hilbert space Lf([Riz’N ), the subspace of L2(R3M) consisting of functions that are symmetric
with respect to permutations of the N particles. Here, Vi is a confining external potential. As for the
interaction potential V, we assume it to be pointwise nonnegative, spherically symmetric and compactly
supported (but our results could be easily extended to potentials decaying sufficiently fast at infinity).
Characteristically for the Gross—Pitaevskii regime, the interaction N2V (N -) appearing in (1-9) scales
with N so that its scattering length is of the order N~!. The scattering length ag of the unscaled potential V
is defined by the condition that the solution of the zero-energy scattering equation

[-A+1V@®)]f(x)=0, (1-2)
with the boundary condition f(x) — 1 for |x| — oo, has the form
ao
fxy=1-— (1-3)
|x|

outside the support of V. Equivalently, ag is determined by
8mrag = f Vx)f(x)dx. (1-4)

MSC2010: 35Q40, 81V70.
Keywords: Bose-Einstein condensates, quantum dynamics, Gross—Pitaevskii equation.
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By scaling, (1-2) also implies that
[-A+IN*V(NO)]f(Nx) =0,

with f(Nx) — 1 for |x| = oo. In particular, this means that the rescaled potential N 2V(N -) in (1-9)
has scattering length ag/N.

It was shown in [Lieb et al. 2000], and more recently in [Nam et al. 2016], that the ground state
energy En of the Hamilton operator (1-1) is such that

. Eyn . trap

lim — = min &, (¢), 1-5)

N—ooo N weLz(R3) GP (P) (
lell=1

with the Gross—Pitaevskii energy functional

Eal () = / [V * + Vexe () @ ()1 + 4 agle(x)[*] dx. (1-6)

Furthermore, Bose—Einstein condensation in the ground state of (1-1) was established in [Lieb and

.....

the one-particle reduced density associated with the ground state of (1-1), then

v = ldcr) (dapl, (1-7)

where ¢gp € L2(R?) is the unique nonnegative minimizer of (1-6), among all ¢ € L*(R?) with [|¢|, = 1.
The interpretation of (1-7) is straightforward: in the ground state of (1-1), all particles, up to a fraction
vanishing in the limit of large N, are in the same one-particle state ¢gp.

In typical experiments, one observes the time-evolution of trapped Bose gases prepared in (or close to)
their ground state, resulting from a change of the external fields. As an example, consider the situation in
which the trapping potential is switched off at time ¢ = 0. In this case, the dynamics is described, at the
microscopic level, by the many-body Schrodinger equation

iat‘//N,tZHNK//N,ta (1'8)

with the translation-invariant Hamilton operator

N N
Hy =) —Ag+Y N*V(N(x —x))) (1-9)
j=1 i<j
and with the ground state of (1-1) as initial data. The next theorem shows how the solution of (1-8) can
be described in terms of the time-dependent Gross—Pitaevskii equation.

Theorem 1.1. Let Ve : R — R be locally bounded with Ve (x) — 00 as |x| — 0o. Let V € L3(R3) be
nonnegative (V(x) > 0 for almost every x € R®), compactly supported and spherically symmetric. Let
Y be a sequence in LE(RS’N), with one-particle reduced density yjf,l) =tra, N |¥YN)(YN|. We assume
that, as N — 00,

ay =1— (gcp, vy $cp) = 0,

—1 trap trap (1'10)
by =|N""(Yn, Hy" ¥n) — Egp (Pap)| = 0,
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where ¢gp € H*(R?) is the unique nonnegative minimizer of the Gross—Pitaevskii energy functional (1-6).
Let Yy, = e "INty be the solution of (1-8) with initial data Wy and let ng,l)t be the one-particle reduced
density associated with Wy ;. Then there are constants C, ¢ > 0 such that

L—{gr. v 1) < Clay +by + N~ exp(c exp(clt])) (1-11)
forallt € R. Here ¢; is the solution of the time-dependent Gross—Pitaevskii equation

1019 = — Mg, +87aole 1, (1-12)
with the initial data ¢:—y = Pgp.

Remarks. (1) The condition ay = 1 — (¢gp, v\, ¢cp) — 0 is equivalent to y,) = |¢cp) (dcp|. Similarly,
the bound (1-11) implies that yli,l)[ — |¢:) {(p:]. More precisely, using the fact that |¢;) (¢;| is a rank-one
projection, it follows from (1-11) that

1 1
trlyn s — le @ | < 201y s = o) (@i s

<232[1— (g1, vy 0]
< Clay +by + N2 exp(cexp(c|t])).

Hence, (1-11) is a statement about the stability of Bose—Einstein condensation with respect to the
many-body Schrodinger equation (1-8).

(2) Existence, uniqueness and decay of the minimizer ¢gp of the Gross—Pitaevskii energy functional
(1-6) were established in [Lieb et al. 2000]. In Theorem 1.1 we additionally assume that ¢gp € H 4(R3).
This condition follows from elliptic regularity and from the results of [Gagelman and Yserentant 2012]
(establishing decay of the derivatives of ¢gp), under suitable assumptions on Vi (for example, if
Vext € C?(R?) and its derivatives grow at most exponentially at infinity).

(3) As discussed above, it follows from [Lieb et al. 2000; Lieb and Seiringer 2002] that the assumptions
(1-10) are satisfied if we take vy as the ground state of (1-1). In this case, we expect both ay and by to
be of the order N~!; indeed, ay, by ~ N~ was recently shown in [Boccato et al. 2018b] for systems
of bosons trapped in a box with volume 1 (with periodic boundary conditions), interacting through a
sufficiently small potential; in fact, the limit of Nay, Nby was computed precisely in [Boccato et al.
2018a]. In this case, (1-11) implies that

1 — (@1, v 00) < CN exp(cexp(clt])) (1-13)

and therefore that, for every fixed time ¢ € R, Bose—Einstein condensation holds with the optimal rate N ~!
(meaning that the number of excitations of the condensate remains bounded, uniformly in NT).

(4) To keep the notation as simple as possible, we consider the time-evolution (1-8) generated by the
translation-invariant Hamiltonian (1-9). With the same techniques we use to prove Theorem 1.1, we could
also have included in (1-9) an external potential Wey, at least if the difference Wex¢ — Vext is bounded

I N[ — (o1, 7/1(\/1),%)] — 0, as N — o0, the expectation of the number of excitations of the condensate would tend to zero
and thus ¥, ; could be approximated, in norm, by the factorized wave function <p,® N this cannot be true.
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below. Under this assumption, the convergence (1-11) remains true, of course provided we introduce
the external potential W also in the time-dependent Gross—Pitaevskii equation (1-12). The external
potential may also depend on time, under reasonable assumptions on the time-dependence (for example,
if the time-derivative of Wy, is bounded). Physically, this would describe experiments where the system
prepared at equilibrium (in the ground state) is perturbed by a change of the external potential, rather than
by switching it off (we could also consider the situation where the external potential depends on time).

Theorem 1.1 is meant to describe the time-evolution of data prepared in the ground state of the trapped
Hamilton operator (1-1). This is the reason why, in (1-10), we assumed ¥ to exhibit Bose—FEinstein
condensation in the minimizer of the Gross—Pitaevskii energy functional (1-6). From the mathematical
point of view, one may ask more generally whether it is possible to show that the evolution of an initial
data exhibiting Bose—Einstein condensate in an arbitrary one-particle wave function ¢ € H'(R?) (not
necessarily minimizing the Gross—Pitaevskii functional (1-6)) continues to exhibit condensation in the
solution of (1-12) with initial data ¢;—y = ¢, also for ¢ # 0. In the next theorem we show that the answer
to this question is positive; the only difference with respect to (1-11) is the fact that, to get the same rate
of convergence at time ¢, we need a stronger bound on the condensation of the initial data.

Theorem 1.2. Assume that V € L3(R3) is nonnegative (V (x) > 0 for almost every x € R3), compactly
supported and spherically symmetric. Let Wy be a sequence in Lf(IR3N ), with one-particle reduced
~ [N (WN|. Assume that, for a ¢ € H*(R?),

~ 1
ay =trlyy =)ol = 0,

density yli,l) =1t

,,,,,

) ] (1-14)
by =N~ (YN, HyYn) — Ecp(@)| — 0
as N — oo. Here Egp is the translation-invariant Gross—Pitaevskii functional
£or(e) = [19F +dralel*lds. (1-15)

Let Yy = e "INty be the solution of the Schrodinger equation (1-8) with initial data Wy and let

yjf,l), denote the one-particle reduced density associated with ¥y ;. Then

1 — (@1, Yy 90) < Clay +by + N~ exp(cexp(clt])), (1-16)

where @, denotes the solution of the time-dependent Gross—Pitaevskii equation (1-12), with initial data
Yo = ¢-.

A first proof of the convergence of the reduced density associated with the solution of the Schrodinger
equation (1-8) towards the orthogonal projection onto the solution of the time-dependent Gross—Pitaevskii
equation (1-12) was obtained in [Erdés et al. 2002; 2007; 2009b; 2010]; part of the proof was later
simplified in [Chen et al. 2015], using also ideas from [Klainerman and Machedon 2008]. In these works,
convergence was established with no control on its rate. A new proof of the convergence towards the
Gross—Pitaevskii dynamics was later given in [Pickl 2015]; in this case, convergence was shown to hold
with a rate N7, for a nonoptimal n > 0, whose value could be explicitly determined following the
proof; this approach was adapted to two-dimensional systems in [Jeblick et al. 2016], to systems with



GROSS-PITAEVSKII DYNAMICS FOR BOSE-EINSTEIN CONDENSATES 1517

magnetic fields in [Olgiati 2017] and to pseudospinor condensates in [Michelangeli and Olgiati 2017].
More recently, convergence with a rate similar to (1-11), (1-16) was proven to hold in [Benedikter et al.
2015] for a class of Fock space initial data. The novelty of (1-11), (1-16) is the fact that convergence is
shown with an optimal rate determined by the properties of the N-particle initial data.

More results are available about quantum dynamics in the mean-field regime. In this case, the evolution
of the Bose gas is generated by a Hamilton operator of the form

N N
1
HI = § :—ij+ﬁ § V(x; — x)). (1-17)

j=1 i<j

In the limit N — oo, the solution of the Schrodinger equation Wy, ; = e~*#N'Tyy, for initial data ¥y
exhibiting Bose—Einstein condensation in a one-particle wave function ¢ € L2(R?), can be approximated
by products of the solution of the nonlinear Hartree equation

00, = —Ag + (Vx| ). (1-18)

Convergence towards Hartree dynamics has been established in different settings, using different methods
in several works, including [Adami et al. 2007; Ammari and Breteaux 2012; Ammari et al. 2016;
Anapolitanos and Hott 2016; Ammari and Nier 2009; Bardos et al. 2000; Chen and Holmer 2017; Elgart
and Schlein 2007; Erd6s and Yau 2001; Frohlich et al. 2007; 2009; Ginibre and Velo 1979a; 1979b;
Hepp 1974; Knowles and Pickl 2010; Rodnianski and Schlein 2009; Spohn 1980]. In the mean-field
regime, it is also possible to find a norm approximation of the many-body evolution by taking into account
fluctuations around the Hartree dynamics (1-18); see, for example, [Ben Arous et al. 2013; Chen 2012;
Grillakis et al. 2010; 2011; Kirkpatrick et al. 2011; Lewin et al. 2015a; Mitrouskas et al. 2016].

It is also interesting to consider the many-body evolution in scaling limits interpolating between the
mean-field regime described by the Hamilton operator (1-17) and the Gross—Pitaevskii regime described
by (1-9). A norm-approximation of the time-evolution in these intermediate regimes was recently obtained
in [Boccato et al. 2017; Grillakis and Machedon 2013; Kuz 2017; Nam and Napidrkowski 2016; 2017].

To prove Theorem 1.1 and Theorem 1.2 we will combine the strategies used in [Benedikter et al. 2015]
and [Lewin et al. 2015a]. Let us briefly recall the main ideas of these papers. In [Benedikter et al. 2015],
the Bose gas was described on the Fock space F = (P,~ L2(R3") by the Hamilton operator

HN=/an;‘anx dx+%/NZV(N(x—y))a;‘a;‘ayaxdxdy,

where a}, a, are the usual operator-valued distributions, creating and, respectively, annihilating a particle
at the point x € R>. Notice that Hy commutes with the number of particles operator A" = [ ata,dx, and
that its restriction to the sector of F with exactly N particles coincides with (1-9).

On the Fock space F, a Bose—Einstein condensate can be described by a coherent state of the form
W (/N ¢)S2, where Q = {1,0,0, ...} is the vacuum vector, ¢ € L?>(R?) is a normalized one-particle
orbital, and where, for every f € L2(R?),

W(f) =exp(a™(f) —a(f))
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is a Weyl operator with wave function f. Here, we denoted by

()= [ faidx ad a(f)= [ Foradx

the usual creation and annihilation operators on F, creating and annihilating a particle with wave function f.
A simple computation shows that

Nn/2 ®n
W(/Np)Q = e—N/2{1, NP2 2% }

Sl

In the coherent state W (v/N¢)$2, the number of particles is Poisson distributed, with mean and variance
equal to N.

On the Fock space F, it is interesting to study the dynamics of approximately coherent initial states.
In the Gross—Pitaevskii regime, however (in contrast with the mean-field limit), we cannot expect the
evolution of approximately coherent initial data to remain approximately coherent. On every sector of
F with a fixed number of particles, the coherent state W(\/ﬁ ¢)2 is factorized; it describes therefore
uncorrelated particles. On the other hand, already from [Erd&s et al. 2009a; 2010] and more recently
also from [Chen and Holmer 2016], we know that, in the Gross—Pitaevskii regime, particles develop
substantial correlations. To provide a better approximation of the many-body dynamics, Weyl operators
were combined in [Benedikter et al. 2015] with appropriate Bogoliubov transformations, leading to
so-called squeezed coherent states. To be more precise, let f denote the solution of the zero-energy
scattering equation (1-2) and w = 1 — f (keep in mind that, for |x| > 1, w(x) = ap/|x]|). Using w, we
define

kn, i (x; y) = =Nw(Nx — y)e (x)e(y), (1-19)

where ¢, is the solution of the time-dependent Gross—Pitaevskii equation (1-12). In fact, in [Benedikter
et al. 2015] and also later in the present paper, it is more convenient to replace ¢; with the solution of
the slightly modified, N-dependent, Gross—Pitaevskii equation (4-8); to simplify the presentation, we
neglect these technical details in this introduction. With (1-19), it is easy to check that ky ; € L*(R3xRY),
with ||ky ;||2 bounded, uniformly in N and in ¢. This implies that (1-19) is the integral kernel of a
Hilbert—Schmidt operator. Hence, we can define, on F, the unitary Bogoliubov transformation

T, = exp[% / dxdy (ky ¢(x; y)a:a;‘ — h.c.)i|, (1-20)
whose action on creation and annihilation operators is explicitly given by
T;7'a*(g)T; = a*(coshy, , (g)) +a(sinhy,, (8)) (1-21)

for all g € L(R3). Here coshy, , and sinhy, , are the bounded operators (sinhy, , is even Hilbert-Schmidt)
defined by the convergent series

oo oo

(kn, ik, )" . e (ke k)
COShkMr = ; W and Slnhth = HZ w (1-22)
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Using the Bogoliubov transformation 7; to generate correlations at time ¢, it makes sense to study the
time-evolution of initial data close to the squeezed coherent state W (v/N¢) Ty, and to approximate it
with a Fock-space vector of the same form. More precisely, for &y € F close to the vacuum (in a sense to
be made precise later), we may consider the time-evolution

e MVW (VN Toey = WV N@) Tién o, (1-23)
where we defined &y, = Uy (t)&y and the fluctuation dynamics
Uy (1) =T W (V' No)e "™ W (V' Neo)Ty. (1-24)

In order to show that the one-particle reduced density ylg,l)t associated with the left-hand side of (1-23) is
close to the orthogonal projection onto the solution of the Gross—Pitaevskii equation (4-8), it is enough to
prove that the expectation of the number of particles in &y, ; is small, compared with the total number of
particles N (assuming this is true for £y, at time ¢ =0). In other words, the problem of proving convergence
towards the Gross—Pitaevskii dynamics reduces to the problem of showing that the expectation of the
number of particles remains approximately preserved by the fluctuation dynamics (1-24). In [Benedikter
et al. 2015], this strategy was used to show that the one-particle reduced density Vlill)z associated with
Wy, = e MV W (/No)Toky is such that

v\ =l (@il llns < CN 2 exp(c exp(clt]))

for any &y € F with ||£y]|| = 1 and such that

(EN.IN+N?/N+Hylen) < C
uniformly in N.

While the method of [Benedikter et al. 2015] works well to show convergence towards the Gross—
Pitaevskii dynamics for the evolution of Fock-space data of the form W(\/N ©)Toéy, it is difficult to
apply it to N-particle initial data in L?([R?N ) (a special class of N-particle states for which this is indeed
possible is discussed in Appendix C of that paper). An alternative approach, tailored on N-particle initial
data, was proposed in [Lewin et al. 2015a] for bosons in the mean-field limit. An important observation
in that paper (and already in [Lewin et al. 2015b]) is the fact that, for a fixed normalized ¢ € L*(R?),
every Yy € LE(RW ) can be uniquely represented as

N
Un= vy @ " (1-25)
n=0
for a sequence {1//1(\7 )},1:’:0 with 11/1(\7) € Li(p(R3)®S", the symmetric tensor product of n copies of the
orthogonal complement of ¢ in L*(R?).
This remark allows us to define a unitary map

Ulp): LIR™N) — FE through  U(@)¥n = (Y ¥+ - ¥y ). (1-26)

Here ]-"f;v = @2’:0 Li(R3 )®s" is the Fock space constructed on the orthogonal complement L2l o (R3)
of ¢, truncated to have at most N particles. The map U (¢) factors out the condensate described by the
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one-particle wave function ¢ and allows us to focus on its orthogonal excitations. Notice that a similar idea
(but with no second quantization) was used in [Pickl 2015; Mitrouskas et al. 2016] to identify excitations
of the condensate. Using the unitary map (1-26), we can introduce, for the mean-field dynamics generated
by (1-17), a fluctuation dynamics

Wil = Upe U () FE) — FE), (1-27)

where ¢, is the solution of the time-dependent Hartree equation (1-18). Much as above, to prove
convergence towards Hartree dynamics, it is enough to control the growth of the expectation of the
number of particles operator with respect to W}V“ft This strategy was used in [Lewin et al. 2015a] to find
a norm-approximation for the many-body evolution in the mean-field regime.

It is natural to ask whether the techniques developed in [Lewin et al. 2015a] to study the time-evolution
of bosonic systems in the mean-field regime can also be used to study the dynamics in the Gross—Pitaevskii
limit. Much as above, where we argued that coherent states are not a good ansatz to describe the evolution
of Fock space initial data, we cannot expect here that factorized N-particles states of the form Uj Q = @2 N
provide a good approximation for the solution of the Schrodinger equation (1-8) in the Gross—Pitaevskii
regime. Instead, much as in [Benedikter et al. 2015], we need to modify the ansatz to take into account
correlations developed by the many-body evolution. As explained above, in that paper correlations were
modeled by means of Bogoliubov transformations of the form (1-20). Unfortunately, since they do
not preserve the number of particles, these Bogoliubov transformations do not leave the space ]-'f;\: ,
where excitations of the Bose—FEinstein condensate are described, invariant. For this reason, to adapt the
techniques of [Lewin et al. 2015a] to the Gross—Pitaevskii regime that we are considering here, we are
going to introduce on F. fN modified creation and annihilation operators, defined by

IN—-N IN-N
b*(f)=a*(f) T and b(f)= N a(f) (1-28)

forall f € L2L o (R3). As we will discuss in the next section, these new fields create and, respectively,

annihilate excitations of the Bose—Einstein condensate leaving, at the same time, the total number of
particles invariant. We will use the modified creation and annihilation operators to define a generalized
Bogoliubov transformation having the form

S, = exp[% / dxdy (n,(x; y)bjbj‘, — h.c.)] (1-29)

for a kernel 1, € L2(R3 x R?), orthogonal to ¢; in both its variables. Compared with the standard
Bogoliubov transformations in (1-20), (1-29) has an important advantage: it maps F iﬁ;\,’ back into itself.
With (1-29), we can therefore define the modified fluctuation dynamics

Wit = U (@)e IV U™ (go) S : FEN — FEV, (1-30)

which plays a role similar to that played by (1-24) in [Benedikter et al. 2015], describing the time-evolution
of excitations of the Bose—Einstein condensate. To prove Theorems 1.1 and 1.2 it will then be enough
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to show a bound for the growth of the expectation of the number of particles with respect to Wy, ;. To
achieve this goal, we will establish several properties of the generator

Gn.t = ((0,5) S + S; 110, U () U™ (@) + U o) HN U™ (9)1Ss

of (1-30), which is defined so that
iatWN,t = gN,tWN,t-

Technically, the main challenge we will have to face is the fact that, in contrast with (1-21), there is
no explicit formula for the action of the generalized Bogoliubov transformation (1-29) on creation and
annihilation operators. For this reason, we will have to expand expressions like S;b(g)S; in absolutely
convergent infinite series, and we will have to control the contribution of several different terms. The
main tool to control these expansions is Lemma 3.2 below.

2. Fock space

In this section, we introduce some notation and we discuss some basic properties of operators on Fock
spaces. Let

F= @ Lz(R3n) — @ LZ(R3)®_¢}1

n>0 n>0

denote the bosonic Fock space over the one-particle space L?(R?). Here L?([R@”) is the subspace of
L2 (R3™) consisting of all ¢ € L?(R3") with

w(xnlv-xﬂ27"'a-xﬂl’l)zw('xlv---’xn)

for all permutations 7w € S,,. We use the notation Q2 = {1, 0, ...} € F for the vacuum vector, describing a
state with no particles.

On F, it is convenient to introduce creation and annihilation operators. For g € L*(R3), we define the
creation operator a*(g) and the annihilation operator a(g) by

[~ _
(@ (@) (x1, ... xy) = 7 D gGNW TGy X X ),
j=1

(@(@W) M (xy, ..., x)) =~n+1 /g(x)lll("+l)(x, Xly ey Xn).

Notice that creation operators are linear in their argument, and annihilation operators are antilinear.
Creation and annihilation operators can be extended to closed unbounded operators on F; a*(g) is the
adjoint of a(g). They satisfy canonical commutation relations

la(g), a*(M)]=(g.h), la(g),a(h)]=la"(g),a"(H)]=0 2-1)

forall g,h € L*(R?) (here (g, h) denotes the usual inner product on L%(R3)). It is also convenient to
introduce operator-valued distributions a,, a}, formally creating and annihilating a particle at x € R. They
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are such that

an)= [ fwacds, a*n= [ rwaax
and satisfy the commutation relations
[ax,a;]=5(x—)’), [axaay]=[a;k9a;]=0'

It is also useful to introduce on F the number of particles operator, defined by (VW)™ = nW®, In
terms of operator-valued distributions, N can be written as

N=/a:ax dx.

Creation and annihilation operators are bounded by the square root of the number of particles operator;
i.e., we have

la(HOWN < IF I IN2E, la*(HOW] < If IV + D2y (2-2)

for every f € L*(R3).

For a one-particle operator B : L*(R%) — L*(R?) we define dT'(B) : F —> F through (dT(B)W)™ =
Z’;‘:I ij(”) for any W = {y/ ™}, cn € F. Here Bi=1®---®@ BQ---®1 acts as B on the j-th particles
and as the identity on all other particles. If B has the integral kernel B(x; y), we can write

dI'(B) = / B(x; y)aiaydxdy.

If B is a bounded operator on the one-particle space L?(R?), then dT"(B) can be bounded with respect to
the number of particles operator, i.e., we have the operator inequality

+dT(B) < ||Bllop N (2-3)
and (since dI'(B) commutes with ) also
14T (B)Y| < I Bllop INW|.

We will also need bounds for operators on the Fock space, quadratic in creation and annihilation
operators, that do not necessarily preserve the number of particles. For j € LZ(R? x R?), we introduce
the notation

Az, () =/aﬁ‘(Jx)a§2 dx =/jﬁ1(x;y)a§1a52 dxdy, (2-4)
where ji(y) == j(x; ), th.fa € {-. %}, 1 = - if 1 =% and §; = % if ff; = -, and where we use the
notation a® =a if t = -, a® =a* if f = % and, similarly, j* = jift= - and j* = jiff =« If 1, = -

and f, = % (i.e., if a creation operator lies on the right of an annihilation operator), in order to define
As, 1,(j) we also require that x — j(x; x) is integrable. In the next lemma, which follows easily from
(2-2), we show how to bound these operators through the number of particles operator .
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Lemma 2.1. Let j € L>(R? x R3). Then for any ¥ € F,

ljllz+ [ 1 x0)ldx if g1 = -, th=x,
ljll2 otherwise.

IAS . (D¥] < V2IN + D {

We will work on certain subspaces of F. For a fixed ¢ € L?*(R3) (¢ will later be the condensate wave
function), we use the notation Lzl(p([F@) for the orthogonal complement of the one-dimensional space
spanned by ¢ in L?(R?). We denote by

Fro=EPLi,RHS"

n>0

the Fock space constructed over L7 ,(R?). A vector W = {y @,y ..} € Flies in Fy, if ™ is
orthogonal to ¢, in each of its coordinates, for all n > 1, i.e., if

/@(x) ,(//(n)(x’ Y1, --'synfl)dx =0

for all n > 1. We will also need Fock spaces with a truncated number of particles. For N € N\ {0}, we
define

N N
FN=@PL*®)®" and Fi) =@HLI,R)>"
n=0 n=0

as the Fock spaces over L*(R?) and over Liw (R3) consisting of states with at most N particles. As
already explained in the Introduction (but see Section 4 for more details), on the space F fév we will
describe orthogonal fluctuations around a condensate with wave function ¢ € L*(RY).

On F=N and F fév , we introduce modified creation and annihilation operators. For f € LZ([RR3), we

define
N-—-N N-—-N
b(f) =\ af) and B =a"(f) /= (2-5)

We clearly have b( f), b*(f) : F=N — F=N_If moreover f L ¢ we also have b(f), b*(f): ]-"f;v — ]-"fév.
As we will discuss in the next section, the importance of these fields arises from the application of the
map U (¢), defined in (1-25), since

Up)a*(falp)U*(p) = a*(f)v'N — N =/ Nb*(f),
U(p)a*(@)a(f)U*(p) = N —Na(f) = VN b(f).

If ¢ is the condensate wave function and f L ¢, the operator b*( f) excites a particle from the condensate
to its orthogonal complement, while b( f) annihilates an excitation back into the condensate. On states

(2-6)

exhibiting Bose—Einstein condensation, we expect a(¢), a*(¢) >~ /N and thus that the action of modified
b*- and b-fields is close to the action of the original creation and annihilation operators.
It is also convenient to introduce operator-valued distributions

N-N N-N
b, = ay, and bl=a;|——

N * N
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so that

b(f):/f_(x)bxdx and b*(f):ff(x)bjdx.

‘We find the modified canonical commutation relations

[by, b%] = (1 - N)é(x =) =, b by) = [0, 61 =0, 2-7)
Furthermore

[by, aya:l=38(x — y)b., [by,aja;]=—8(x —2)by, (2-8)

which leads to [by, N']1=b, and [b}, N'] = —b}. From (2-2), we immediately obtain the following bounds
for the b-fields.

Lemma 2.2. Let f € L>(R?). For any £ € F=N, we have

N —N+1\?
Ib(HEN <112 N‘/Z(%) Ell < IIf 12NV,
N — A\ /2
16*(HEN < 1 £ 12 (N+1)”2<T) gl <1V + 1)),

Notice, moreover, that since N' < N on F=N, the operators b(f), b*(f): F=N — F=N are bounded with

IBCOHIL 1B*(HOIF < (N 4+ D2 f1l2.
We will also consider quadratic expressions in the b-fields. For an integral kernel j € L2(R? x R?), we

define, similarly to (2-4),

B: s, (j) = / b¥ (jo )b dx = f 7O DA dx dy. (2-9)

If #; = - and fp = %, we also require that x — j(x; x) is integrable. From Lemma 2.1, we obtain the
following bounds.

Lemma 2.3. Let j € L2(R? x R?). Then

B0, DV <ﬁ{||j||2+f|j(X;X)|dx fhi=-,th=sx
[V + DN =N +2)/N)¥|

17 ll2 otherwise

for all W € F=N. Since N' < N on F=N, the operator By, 4,(j) is bounded, with

il + [1j0)ldx ift= -, fa =%,
17 ll2 otherwise.

Bz, 2, ()| < /2N {

Remark. For ¢ € L*(R?), let g, = 1 — |¢)(¢| be the orthogonal projection onto L3 ,(R?). If j €
(9, ®q¢52)(L2([R3 x R?)), we have By, 4, (j): ]-"fé,v — ]-"f;v (here we use the notation § = x if f = - and
f=-ift=xandp*=gift=x " =@ if=").
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We will consider products of several creation and annihilation operators, as well. In particular, two
types of monomials in creation and annihilation operators will play an important role in our analysis. We
define

2) . .
I8 Gt ) = f biayagapas - - ay iy by, l_lmxg yydxedye,  (2-10)

where ji € L>(R?* xR?) fork =1, ...,n and where i = (1, ..., ), D= (0, ..., bp—1) € {-, *}". In
other words, for every index i € {1, ..., n}, we have either #; = - (meaning that a* = a or b* =b) or
f; == (meaning that ¢ = a* or b* = b*) and analogously for b;, if i € {0, ..., n — 1}. Furthermore, for
L=1,.. — 1, we impose the condition that either f; = - and by = * or iy = * and by = - (so that the

product a)ﬁﬁaxi ., always preserves the number of particles). If b;_; = - and §; = * (i.e., if the product

as” ]agl’ fori =2,...,n, or the product bxolaf,‘ for i = 1, is not normally ordered) we require additionally
x — ji(x;x)tobe 1ntegrable. An operator of the form (2-10), with all the properties listed above, will be
called a IT1®-operator of order 7.

Next, we define

) G eeev s ) = / budiialazap - aylaytaga (f) H Jetes yydxedye,  (2-11)

=1
where f € L2(R%), jr e L*(R*x R forallk=1,...,n, t=(#1,...,8) €{-, %", b=(by,...,bn) €
{-, %}"*! with the condition that, for all £ =1, ..., n, we either have fy = - and b; = x or #; = % and
by = -. Additionally, we assume that x — j;(x; x) is integrable if b;_; = - and f; =« forani =1, ..., n.
An operator of the form (2-11) will be called a TT"-operator of order n. Operators of the form b( f),
b*(f), for an f € L*(R?), will be called TT1V-operators of order zero. It will also be useful to consider

n
A0 G s ) = / a*(fraPayaliaza - -ap-tal by [ | jetxes yo dxedye,  (2-12)
=1

where f € L2(R%), jx e L>(R*xR3) forallk=1,...,n, #=(f0,....th-1)€{-,*}", b=(bg,...,b,) €
{-, %)"*! with the condition that, for every £ € {0, ..., n — 1}, either #; = - and b, = % or #; = * and
by = -. As above, we also assume that x — j;(x; x) is integrable if b; | = - and §; =« fori =1, ..., n.
Observe that

1 1 . .
()(J17"'7,1n,f)*_nt(j/)b/(‘]nv"'vjl;f)a

with b’ = (b, ...,bo), # = (Hn, ..., 1), whereb= - ifb=xand b = if b= - (and similarly for f).

Notice that IT1®)-operators involve two h-operators and therefore may create or annihilate up to two
excitations of the condensate (depending on the choice of by and f,,, they may also leave the number
of excitations invariant). 1"~ and T1(V-operators, on the other hand, create or annihilate exactly one
excitation. The conditions on the number of creation and annihilation operators guarantee that T1?-,
M- and ﬁ(l)—operators always map F=" back into itself. In the next lemma we collect bounds that we
are going to use to control these operators.
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Lemma24. LetneN, feL*(R%), ji,..., j.€ L*(R*xR?). We assume the operators Hézg Jlseens jn)
and Hélg (J1s -+, Jns f) are defined as in (2-10), (2-11). Then we have the bounds

n
@ . be—1.te N =2
||Hﬂ,b(.]la 7.]”)5” §6nllj[1ng bt (N‘i_l)n(l—T)%— ,
o N o1 (2-13)
. . be_1, —
|m$ohuqmﬂmstWHK/W(N+wmﬂo_fﬁﬁ |,
=1
where . . .
Kbefl,]:tz _ ||.]£||2+f lje(x; x)|dx  if bgy = - and gy = *,
‘ jell2 otherwise.
Since N < N on F=N, it follows that Hé’z;(jl, cees Jn)s Hg?g(jl, -« -y Jus ) are bounded operators on F=N
with

n
2), . . be—1,8e
I G ol < 2N T &,
(=1

n
o -
TG, s Ol < 2NN I [ K2

=1
Remark. If ji € (¢, ®q,;) L2(R* xR) foralli=1, ..., nandif f € L3 (®?), then 1) (ju, .., jn)
and Hé}g(jl, evy Jny f) map ]—'f;v into itself.
Proof. We consider operators of the form (2-10). Let us assume, for example, that by = - and f,, = -.

Then we have, writing by, = ay, (1 — N'//N)!/? and by, = a,, (1 — N'/N)'/? and using the pull-through
formula g(N)a, = a, gV — 1),

N-—N 1/2 N—N 12 n

2, . . ,

Hé,ﬁ(h,...,Jn)=faxl(—N ) aﬁ}---aiziaizlayn(—]\, ) l_[Jz(xe;yz)dxzdye
=1

N—N+1\"(N-N\"*
=/axlaf,; -‘-agi::}aij‘la),n(T) T) l_[Je(xz; ye) dxedyy

=1
. N—-N+1\"?(N-N\"
— | | be—1,8e (5

=1

where we used the definition (2-4). The first bound in (2-13) follows therefore from Lemma 2.1. The
other estimates can be shown similarly. O

3. Generalized Bogoliubov transformations

For a kernel n € L2(R3 x R3) with n(x; y) = n(y; x), we define

BN =} [ G y)bib; — x5 »bsb 1 dxdy. G-
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Observe that, with the notation introduced in (2-9),

B(n) = 3[B...(n) — BX (] =—1[B..(n) — B* (n)].

Generalized Bogoliubov transformations are unitary operators having the form
1 _
B = exp[§ f(n(x; bby —ii(x; y)bxby)]- (3-2)

It is clear that B(n), eB™ : =N — F=N_ PFurthermore, if 7 € (g, ® q,)L*(R> x R?) then we have
B(n), eBM : ]—'f;v — ]-'fév for any normalized ¢ € L?(R3) (as above, qo =1—1|¢){p| is the projection
into the orthogonal complement of ¢). It may be helpful to observe that, with the unitary operator U (¢)
defined in (1-26), we can write, according to (2-6),
1 a(plalp) a*(p)a*(e)

B(n) = EU(cp)/ dxdy [n(x; Vaay——= =i y)————axay \U"(¢).  (3-3)
On states exhibiting Bose—Einstein condensation in ¢ (so that a(¢), a*(¢) =~ VN ), we can therefore expect
the generalized Bogoliubov transformation (3-2) to be close to the standard Bogoliubov transformation

~ 1 _
B = exP[§ /(n(x; yazay —n(x; y)axay)} (3-4)
whose action on creation and annihilation operators is explicitly given by
—Ban Bn) _ h *(sinh, ( £ 3-5
e " Ma(f)e a(cosh, (f)) 4 a” (sinh; (f)), (3-5)

with the operators cosh,, sinh, defined as in (1-22). Standard Bogoliubov transformations of the form
(3-4) were used in [Benedikter et al. 2015] to model correlations in the Gross—Pitaevskii regime for
approximately coherent Fock space initial data. In the present paper, since (3-4) does not map ]-'i:)v
into itself (it does not respect the truncation ' < N), we prefer to work with generalized Bogoliubov
transformations of the form (3-2). The price that we have to pay is the fact that, in contrast to (3-5),
the action of exp(B(#n)) on creation and annihilation operators is not explicit. Let us remark here that
generalized Bogoliubov transformations of the form exp(B(7)) were already used in [Seiringer 2011;
Grech and Seiringer 2013] to study the excitation spectrum in the mean-field regime. Here we will need
more detailed information on the action of these operators; the rest of this section is therefore devoted to
the study of the properties of generalized Bogoliubov transformations.

First of all, we need the following generalization of Lemma 4.3 of [Benedikter et al. 2015]; a similar
result was also proven in [Seiringer 2011].

Lemma 3.1. Let n € L>(R? x R%). Let B(n) be the antisymmetric operator defined in (3-1). For every
ni, ny € Z there exists a constant C = C(ny, ny, ||nll2) such that

e BOW + 1) (N +1-N)2eB@ < CW + D)"(N +1-N)™

as operator inequality on F=".
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Proof. We use Gronwall’s inequality. For a fixed £ € =" and s € [0; 1], let

f&) = (& e PPOW+ D" (N +1-N)"2e P W),
We compute

() = (£, e SB[V F1)"(N+1-=N)"™, B(n)]e* BM¢g)
= (e BOE (N + DN +1= N, B+ + 1™, Ba)IN +1—N)2}eBDg). (3-6)

From the pull-through formula N'b* = b*(N + 1), we conclude that
(N +1—=N)™, Bl = %B*,*(U)[(N —1-N)"? = (N+1-N)"?]+hec,
[W 4+ D", Bp] = 3By (VN +3)" — (VW + D" +h.c.

By the mean value theorem, we can find functions 61, 6, : N — (0; 2) (depending also on N, ny, n,) such
that
(N—j+D2=(N—j—D"=2n(N+1—j—6,G)""",

G+ =G +D"=2n1( +1+60)).
Hence, the first term on the right-hand side of (3-6) can be written as
(e BME, (WD [(N+1=N)"™, B()]ePMé)
(W+D"e PDE, (By w () (N+1-N=61(N))" " +h.c.)e P Mg

1

2
= 3{VAD" A (N43-N =01 (N'=2)"2e P Dg B, (N +3)" 2 (N+1=N=01 (N)"/ 2710
+{WHD VAN =01 (V)2 PDE, B (W= D" 2 (N+3-N=01 (V' =2))" /21 W),

The Cauchy—Schwarz inequality implies with Lemma 2.3

(e BME (N + DM[(N +1—N)"2, B(n)]e*BMég)|
< CIIN+H1D)"2(N+3 =N —60; (N =2))"2eSBDe ||| (W +3)" N+ 1-N =0, (V)2 N1 B,

with a constant C depending on ||5]|>. Since on F=V we have N’ < N and since 0 < 6;(n) < 2 for all
n € N, we conclude that

(e PPE, W+ D" (N +1=N)", Bp)le’* V&) < Cf (s)

for a constant C depending on ||n||2, n1, n2. The second term on the right-hand side of (3-6) can be
bounded similarly. We infer that f'(s) < Cf(s). Gronwall’s inequality implies that f(s) < eCs f(0).
Hence, taking s = 1, and renaming the constant C, we obtain

(&, e BN+ 1) (N +1-N)2eBDg)y < Cg, W+ D" (N + 1 —N)™E),

which concludes the proof of the lemma. U
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We will need to express the action of the generalized Bogoliubov transformation e™ on the b-fields
by means of a convergent series of nested commutators. To this end, we start by noticing that, for
feL*®),

1
e—B(n)b(f)eB(n) =b(f)+/ ds j—se_SB(n)b(f)€SB(n)
0

1
—b(f) - / ds e BD[B(p), b(f)]eBD

0
1 S1
=b(f)—[B(n),b(f)]+/ dslf dsy e 2P [B(), [B(n), b()]1e?P7.
0 0

Iterating m times, we obtain

e—B(n)b(f)eB(ﬂ)
m—1 (")

= Z(— B(n)( ) / dsl/ dsy - fgml dsp, e_SmB(”)adg'(l,)?)(b(f))es’”B(”), (3-7
n=1

where we introduced the notation ad( B (A) defined recursively by

adff, (A=A and ad) (4) =B, adfy,) (A)].

We will show later that, under suitable assumptions on 7, the error term on the right-hand side of

(3-7) is negligible in the limit m — oo. This means that the action of the generalized Bogoliubov

transformation B(n) on b( f) and similarly on 5*( f) can be described in terms of the nested commutators

adp(; (A) for A =b(f) or A=b*(f). In the next lemma, we give a detailed analysis of these terms.
For a kernel n € L2(R? x R3), we will use the notation

1 forn =0,
1™ =1 it ifn=2¢ £eN\{0}, (3-8)
'ty ifn=20+1, £eN.

Here we, identify n € L2(R3 x R?) with the Hilbert-Schmidt operator acting on L?(R?), having integral
kernel n. To avoid keeping track of complex conjugations of n-kernels, we also introduce the following
notation. For fj € { -, *} we write n; =n if § = - and n; = 5 if § = *. More generally, for n € N, and
(1, ..., b0) €{-, %}", we will use the notation nén) =1y, Ny, - - - Ny, in the sense of products of operators.
Also for a function f € L?(R?), we use the notation fo=fifg="-and f; = fifh=x.

Lemma 3.2. Let n € L*(R3 x R?) be such that n(x; y)=n(y;x)forall x,y e R3. Let B(n) be defined
asin (3-1). Letn e Nand f € L*(R?). Then the nested commutators adg'()n) (b(f)) can be written as the
sum of exactly 2" n! terms, with the following properties:

(i) Possibly up to a sign, each term has the form

|-
Ao A TG (o)) (3-9)
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forsomei,k,sGN, jls---ajkeN\{0}7 Oe{'a*}’ ﬁe{'s*}ka be{'s*}k+17 hve{',*}j”forall
v=1,....kandfe{-,*}*. In(3-9), each operator A, : F=N — F=N is a factor (N — N')/N, a factor
(N +1—=N)/N or an operator of the form

l
(2)( (ml) (mz) (mp)) (3_10)

ey
forsome p,my,...,m, e N\{O}, §,be{-,x}P, by e{-, %" forallv=1, ..., p.

(ii) If a term of the form (3-9) contains m € N factors (N —N)/N or (N +1—N)/N and j € N factors
of the form (3-10) with T1®-operators of order py, . .., pj € N\{0}, then we have

m+(pi+D+-+@Ei+D+k+1)=n+1. (3-11)
(iii) If a term of the form (3-9) contains (considering all A-operators and the TI'V-operator) the kernels
ngl]]), ceey né”") and the wave function ngs)(fo)for somem,s €N, iy, ..., i, € N\{0}, &, € {-, *}" for
allr=1,...,m,qe€{-, *x} then

i1+ tin s =n.

(iv) There is exactly one term having the form

N-NYZ(N+1-N\"?
( N ) ( N ) b(n™ () (3-12)

if n is even, and
<N—N)<"+W2(N—N+1

(n—1)/2 " =
= S ) b* (™ (/) (3-13)

if n is odd.
(v) If the 1D -operator in (3—9) is oforder k € N\{0}, it has either the form
/ be alal aya(n®(f)) H " (s yi) dox; dy;

or the form
/bbo ajiall aya* V() l_[ H(J')(Xi; yi) dx; dy;

forsomer €N, ji, ..., jx € N\{0}. Ifit is of order k = O, then it is either given by b(nu r)(fo)) or by
b*(n 2r+l)(f<>)) for some r € N.

(vi) For every nonnormally ordered term of the form
/dxdynéi)(x;y)axa;*, /dxdynéi)(x;y)bxa;f, /dxdynéi)(x;y)axbj, or /dxdyn(’)(x;y)bxbj

appearing either in the A-operators or in the T1'V-operator in (3-9), we have i > 2.
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Remark. Similarly, the nested commutator ad™ (b*(f)) can be written as the sum of 2"n! terms of the
form

. _ ,
— N0, o "ékil(fo))l\mz A
satisfying properties analogous to those listed in (i)—(vi).

Proof. We prove the lemma by induction. For n = 0 all claims are trivially satisfied. For the induction
step from n to n 4+ 1 we first compute, using (2-7) and (2-8), the commutators

[B(r). bl = — ;,Nb*(nz) + % / dx dy n(x; y)biaya;
= —b*(nz)w + % f dx dy n(x; y)aza;by,

B, b1 = —br) ™ ;,N + % f dx dy ij(x: y)atayb a1
= —wb(nz) + % / dxdyi(x; y)biayaZ,

[B(n), a;ay] =[B(n), aya;]l=—b;b*(ny) — b(n)by,
(BN = N1 = 1B, N +1=A = [ dxdy (n0x b0} + 7 )b,
From adg'(:)l)(b( ) =1[B(), adg‘()n) (b(f))] and by linearity, it is enough to analyze
[B(n), AtAz-- AN TN 07, g0 (fon), (3-15)

with the operator AjA; - - - A,-N*kl'lf:’lb)(né{'), e né]{k); nés)(fo)) satisfying properties (i)—(vi). Applying
the Leibniz rule [A, BC]=[A, B]C + B[A, C], the commutator (3-15) is given by a sum of terms, where
B(n) is either commuted with a A-operator, or with the TT1-operator.

Let’s consider first the case that B(n) is commuted with a A-operator, assuming further that A is either
the operator (N — AN')/N or the operator (N + 1 — N')/N. The last line in (3-14) implies that such an
operator A is replaced, after commutation with B(7), by the sum

N o) + N T2 (). (3-16)

With this replacement, we generate two terms contributing to adgz(:)l)(b( f)). Let us check that these new
terms satisfy the properties (i)—(vi) (of course, with n replaced by (n + 1)). Property (i) is obviously true.
Also (ii) remains valid, because replacing a factor (N —A')/N or (N +1—N)/N by one of the two sum-
mands in (3-16), the index m will decrease by 1, but there will be an additional factor of 2 because we added
a I1®-operator of order 1. Since exactly one additional kernel ny is inserted, also (iii) continues to hold
true. The factor ITV is not affected by the replacement; hence the new terms will continue to satisfy (v).
Furthermore, since both terms in (3-16) are normally ordered, also (vi) remains valid, by the induction as-
sumption. We observe, finally, that the two terms we generated here do not have the form appearing in (iv).
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Next, we consider the commutator of B(#) with a A-operator of the form A=N"7 H(z) E'I"'), ey nézn”))
fora p € N (p <n by (ii)). By definition,
A=N"7 / bbo abia b ]_[ 0" (xi: i) dx; dy;. (3-17)

If [B(n), -] hits bg?, the first two relations in (3-14) imply that A is replaced by a sum of two operators,
the first one being either

N N
" N PH(Z)( (m1+1),né;n2)"”’né p)) or
(3-18)
N+1-N 9 1 (m,)
_ ¥ N™ pH( )( (m1+ ) né;"z)’ o nuI:] )
depending on whether by = - or by = = (here b= (bo, b1, ..., bp—1) with by = - if by = % and by = * if

bo = -). The second operator emerging when [B (1), - ] hits bi? is a T1®-operator of order p + 1 given by
—(p+H @ (m1) (mp)
NPt >nﬁ’5(nuo,nu’1’“ P (3-19)

where £ = (bo, t11, ..., ), b= (bo, bo, ..., b,—1) and o = bo.

For both terms (3-18) and (3-19), (i) is clearly correct and also (ii) remains true (when we replace (3-17)
with (3-18), the number of (N —N')/N- or (N — N + 1)/ N-operators increases by 1, while everything
else remains unchanged; similarly, when we replace (3-17) with (3-19), the order of the IT1®-operator
increases by 1, while the rest remains unchanged). Property (iii) remains true as well, since, in (3-18), the
power m1 + 1 of the first n-kernel is increased by one unit and, in (3-19), there is one additional factor
1, compared with (3-17). Property (v) remains valid, since the IT("V-operator on the right is not affected
by this commutator. Property (vi) remains true in (3-18), because m; 4+ 1 > 2. It remains true also in
(3-19). In fact, according to (3-14), when switching from (3-17) to (3-19), we are effectively replacing
b — b*a*a or b* — baa*. Hence, the first pair of operators in (3-19) is always normally ordered. As for
the second pair of creation and annihilation operators (the one associated with the kernel n(ml) in (3-19)),
the first field is of the same type as the original b-field appearing in (3-17); hence nonnormally ordered
pairs cannot be created. Finally, we remark that the terms we generated here are certainly not of the form
in (iv) (because for terms as in (iv) all A-factors must be either (N — AN')/N or (N +1—N')/N, and this
is not the case, for terms containing (3-18) or (3-19)).
on the right of (3-17) (in this case,
we use the identities for the first two commutators in (3-14) having the b-field to the left of the factors
(N+1—=N)/N and (N —N)/N and to the right of the a;a} and a;a-operators).

If now B(n) hits a term a*

The same arguments can be applied if B(n) hits the factor b

Yp

3, Gx,,, OF dy, ;Ck+l in(3-17),foranr=1, ..., p—1, then (3-14) implies that A =

N~ Pl'[(zg( (m‘), ey ’7t ”)) is replaced by the sum of the two terms, given by

—INTIE, Y, TIN eI ) (3-20)

Or+1
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and by
—INTTIE) NN, (3-21)
r+l1
Wlth bl:(b07 cet r 1) b//_(br’ "'7bp—])$ b =(|;r’ br—l—l» "'abp—l) andWIth H/:(n]9 "'aﬂr—]aﬁ}’)7

n

jj// =@r41,...,8p), 8 =1, ..., ) (here, we set ﬁ, ==xiff{, = - and ﬁ, = . if §, = %, and similarly
.+, do not play an important role (they are given by i, = (4, ;)
and ¢/ v+1 = (Br+1, 7). The new terms containing (3-20) and (3-21) clearly satisfy (i). Furthermore, (ii)
remains true because the contribution of the original A to the sum in (3-11), which was given by p +1 is

for b,_). The precise forms of u/ and f/

now replaced by (r+1)+(p—r—+1) = p+2. Clearly, (iii) remains true as well, since, for both terms (3-20)
and (3-21), the total powers of the n-kernels is increased exactly by 1. As before, the terms we generated
do not have the form (iv). Property (v) continues to hold true, because the IT1V-term is unaffected. As for
(vi), we observe that nonnormally ordered pairs can only be created where i, is changed to i, (in the term
where i’ appears) or where b, is changed to b, (in the term where b’ appears). In both cases, however, the
change 1, — f, and b, —> b, comes together with an increase in the power of the corresponding 7-kernel
(e., 77( mp) - my+1) . (m r+l) (mpp141) .

Since m, + 1, m,41 + 1 > 2, even if nonnormally ordered terms are created, they still satisfy (vi).

is changed to nu, in the first case, while My, is changed to My in the second case).

Next, let us consider the terms arising from commuting B(n) with the operator

— 1)
N kl—[( b(n(jl)’ o né]{k)’ nus)(fo)) .
= N—k/ be l_la iiﬂ yl\ bk (néb)(fo)) l_[ n(]z)(xl_; yi)dXi dyl (3_22)

We argue similarly to the case in which B(#) hits a TI®-operator like (3-17). In particular, if B(n) hits
the operator bxl, the operator (3-22) is replaced by the sum of two terms, the first one being

N N 1
— N PO Y i (fo))or
N+1-N__ +1
-—— N ”H;’,g(néfl"' o™ (o)),
depending on whether by = - or by = * (with b= (o, b1, ..., br_1)) and the second one being

1
NI 0,0 (o)),

with £ = (b, 1, ..., fx) and b = (bo, b1, ..., br). As we did in the analysis of (3-18) and (3-19), one can
show that both these terms satisfy all properties (i), (ii), (iii), (v), (vi) (we will discuss (iv) below).

If instead B(n) hits one of the factors agjax, . foranr=1,...,k—1, the resulting two terms will
have the form
—rq 2 my+1 1 ,
—INTTZ, G TN T s (o)) (3-23)
or
—r=2 m, r 1 my 1
—INTIG 8NN T L G e (o, (3-24)

uH—I
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with #/, jj”, ﬁm and b’,b",b" as defined after (3-21). Proceeding much as we did in (3-21), we can show
that these terms satisfy (i), (ii), (iii), (v) and (vi).

Let us now consider the case that (3-22) is commuted with the last pair of operators appearing in (3-22).
From the induction assumption, we know that this pair can only be a;‘,ka(n(zr)( 1)) or aya*(n®*V(f)).
In the first case, (3-22) is replaced by

2 j r 2 1
—H( )/(77(]1)’ o néik)) b*(n(Zr—i-l)(f)) Hé/ )b/(n(jl)v o né]{k 11)’ nj]k+ )) b(n(lr)(f)) (3_25)
In the second case, it is replaced by
2 1 2 ik
_H;’)b’(n(]])v e néikll), nujk+ ))b*(n(2r+1)(f)) H;’)b/(n(]])v o néil\))b(n(Zr-l-Z)(f)) (3-26)

In (3-25), (3-26), we used the notation b’ = (bg, ..., bx_1), &' = (81, ..., fx) (as usual, the precise form
of f; is not important). From the expressions (3-25), (3-26), we see that also in this case, (i), (ii), (iii),
(v) and (vi) are satisfied.

As for (iv), from the induction assumption we know that there is exactly one term in the expansion
for ad( B (b(f)) given by (3-12) if n is even and by (3-13) if n is odd. Let us take, for example, (3-12).
If we commute the zero-order IT(D- -operator b(n™( f)) in (3-12) with B(n), we obtain exactly the term
in (3-13), with n replaced by n + 1 (together with a second term, containing a IT!"-operator of order 1).
Similarly, if we take (3-13) and we commute the TT1(V-operator b*(n™ (f)) with B(n), we get (3-12),
with n replaced by n + 1. Looking at the terms above, it is clear that there can be only one term with
this form. This shows that also in the expansion for adg'(j;)l)(b( f)), there is exactly one term of the form
given in (iv).

Finally, let us count the number of terms in the expansion for adgl(:)l)(b( f)). By the inductive
g'()n)(b( f)) contains exactly 2"n! terms. By (ii), each of these terms is

a product of exactly n + 1 operators, each of them being (N —N), (N + 1 — N), a field operator bTj or

a quadratic factor agaz commuting with the number of particles operator. By (3-14), the commutator

assumption, the expansion for ad

of B(n) with each such factor gives a sum of two terms. Therefore, by the product rule, adg’(:)l)(b( )
contains 2" (n!) x 2(n + 1) = 2*D(n + 1)! summands. This concludes the proof of the lemma. O

From Lemma 3.2, we immediately obtain a convergent series expansion for the conjugation of the
fields b(f) and b*(f) with the unitary operator exp(B(7)).

Lemma 3.3. Let n € L2(R? x R3) be symmetric, with ||n|» sufficiently small. Then we have

e BWb(f)ePm =" % adye,y (b()),
n=0

1
e_B(TI)b*(f)eB(n) = Z ( ) B(n)(b*(f))’

n=0

(3-27)

where the series on the right-hand sides are absolutely convergent.
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Proof. From (3-7) we have

e*B(n)b(f)eB(n)
(n)

m—1 Sm—1
=> " B<’”( ) / ds) f dsy - f dsy e~ Dad§l) (b(f))e B (3-28)
n=1

To prove (3-27), we show that the norm of the error term converges to zero as m — co. By Lemma 3.2,

adgl()n)(b( f) is given by a sum of 2"n! terms of the form

INERYY —n“@( 0., (3-29)

with i, k, £ €N, ji, ..., jr € N\{0} and where each A, is (N —N')/N, (N+1—N)/N or an operator
of the form

(2) (ml) (mp)
LU

On F=N, we have the bounds |[(N —N)/N| <1and ||(N +1—N)/N| < 2. Lemma 2.4 implies that
N_p||n( (n(ml), - ném”))” < (12)PQ2[Infl)™+ "
and that
k”]'[(l)( (Jl)’ cee, néIZk)’ n(ﬁ)(fo))” < (12)k\/_||f||2(2||n||2)5+11+ i

Here we used the fact that, if a kernel ') is associated with a normally ordered pair of creation and
annihilation operators, then 179 s < |l nllf{s. If instead ) is associated with a nonnormally ordered
pair, then point (vi) in Lemma 3.2 implies that j > 2. Hence,

/ dx:/’/n(X;y)”(jl)(y;x)dy dx
1/2 . 172
= (/In(x;y)lzdxdy> (/In("”(x;y)Idedy)

<Inl2 Y12 < Inll.

Therefore, if the term (3-29) contains IT1®-operators of order py, ..., pj € N\{0}, we can bound

n (x; x)

< 12PN Q)™ < VNI IC™ )™

1
‘Al i T RENR I 29)

and therefore, since adly;) (b(f)) is the sum of 2" m! terms,
lad() (B < VNI £12CInll2)"m!. (3-30)

This proves, first of all, that the series on the right-hand side of (3-27) converges absolutely, if |7l <
(4C)~!. Under this condition, (3-30) also implies that the error term on the right-hand side of (3-28)
converges to zero, as m — 00, since

1 Sm—1
/ ds, - f dsm e BDadge (b(F)e™BD | < VNI FILCCln™. 0
0 0
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4. Fluctuation dynamics

In this section, we are going to define the fluctuation dynamics describing the evolution of orthogonal
excitations of the Bose—Einstein condensate.

Instead of comparing the solution of the many-body Schrodinger equation (1-8) directly with the solution
of the Gross—Pitaevskii equation (1-12), it is convenient to introduce a modified, N-dependent, Gross—
Pitaevskii equation. To this end, we fix £ > 0 and we consider the ground state f; of the Neumann problem

(—A+3V) fe=Mfo 4-1)

on the ball |x| < N¢, such that the radial derivative 9, f;(x) is zero for |x| = N £ (we omit the N-dependence
in the notation for f; and for Az; notice that A, scales as N =3). The solution f¢ is radial, and we can nor-
malize it so that f;(x) =1 for [x| = N£. We extend f; to R? by setting f;(x) =1 for all |x| > N£. We also
define wy =1— fy (so that wy(x) =01if |x| > N£). By scaling, we observe that f; (N -) satisfies the equation

(~A+IN?V(N ) fe(N ) = N*he fe(N -) (4-2)

on the ball |x| < £ (£ > 0 will be kept fixed, independent of N). With this choice, we expect that f,
will be close, in the limit of large N, to the solution of the zero-energy scattering equation (1-2). This
is confirmed by the next lemma, where we collect some important properties of f;. Most of the these
results are taken from Lemma A.1 of [ErdGs et al. 2006].

Lemma 4.1. Let V € L*(R?) be a nonnegative, spherically symmetric potential with V (x) = 0 for all
|x| > R. Fix £ > 0 and let f; denote the solution of (4-1):

(i) We have
3ap ap
M=——=|1+0(—]]).
¢ N3€3(+ (NZ))

/dx V(x) fo(x) = 8mag+ ON~Y). (4-3)

(i) We have O < fy, wy <1 and

(iii) There exists a constant C > 0, depending on the potential V, such that

< d |V <
we(x) < FETE IVwe(x)] < e

(4-4)

forall | x| < NUL.

Proof. Statement (i), the fact that 0 < f;, wy < 1, and statement (iii) follow from Lemma A.1 in [Erd6s
et al. 2006]. We have to show (4-3). To this end, we adapt the proof of Lemma 5.1(iv) of [Erdés et al.
2010]. With r = |x|, we may write m(r) = r f¢(r). We find that, for all » € (R, N{],

m(r) =i, sin(A)>(r — N£)) + Necos(h,>(r — Nb)). (4-5)
By expanding up to the order O(A%) we obtain

mr)=r—ay+ON"), m'(r)=1+0WN"). (4-6)
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Hence
R
fa’x V(x)fe(x)= 471'/ drrV(ir)m(r)
0
R
_ 87 / dr (rm" (r) + 3 £ ()
0
R
= 871/ drrm”(r)+ O(N~?)
0
=87 (Rm'(R) —m(R)) + O(N~") =8mag+ O(N™Y), 4-7)
completing the proof. O

Next, we introduce the modified Gross—Pitaevskii equation
18,01 = —Ag + (N> V(N ) fu(N ) %@ ) r, (4-8)

with initial data ¢;—o = ¢ describing the Bose—Einstein condensate at time ¢ = 0. While in Theorem 1.2
the notation ¢ is already used to indicate the initial condensate wave function, in the proof of Theorem 1.1
we will choose ¢ = ¢gp to be the minimizer of the Gross—Pitaevskii functional (1-6). In both cases, we
assume that ¢ € H*(R?).

Notice that, in contrast with the initial data ¢, the solution ¢, depends on N. With (4-3), one can
show that ¢; converges towards the solution of the original Gross—Pitaevskii equation (1-12) as N — oo0.
This fact and some other important properties of the solutions of (1-12) and (4-8) are listed in the next
proposition, whose proof can be found in Theorem 3.1 of [Benedikter et al. 2015], with the only difference
that, in that paper, the modified Gross—Pitaevskii equation was defined through the solution f of the
zero-energy scattering equation, while here we work with the Neumann ground state f,. The only relevant
consequence is the fact that, here, the integral of f; against V is not exactly equal to 8w ap; the error,
however, is of order N~! by (4-3).

Proposition 4.2. Let V € L*(R3) be a nonnegative, spherically symmetric, compactly supported potential.
Let ¢ € H'(R®) with ||¢|l» = 1:

(i) Well-posedness: For any ¢ € H'(R?), with |||, = 1, there exist unique global solutions t — ¢; and
t — ¢, in C(R, H'(R?)) of the Gross—Pitaevskii equation (1-12) and, respectively, of the modified Gross—
Pitaevskii equation (4-8) with initial datum ¢. We have ||¢;|l2 = ||¢¢ll2 = 1 for all t € R. Furthermore,
there exists a constant C > 0 such that

ez I@ellgr < C.

(i) Propagation of higher regularity: If ¢ € H™ ([R{3) for some m > 2, then ¢;, ¢; € H”’([R3) for every
t € R. Moreover, there exist constants C > 0, depending on m and on ||| gn, and ¢ > 0, depending on m

It is convenient to work with this modified equation, rather than directly with the Gross—Pitaevskii equation (1-12), to obtain
a cleaner cancellation between the contributions (5-47) and (5-100) to the generator of the fluctuation dynamics (4-24).
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and on ||| g1, such that, forall t € R,

el g, 1@ )| gm < CecM'. (4-9)

(iii) Regularity of time-derivatives: Suppose ¢ € H*(R3). Then there exist C > 0, depending on ||¢|| 4,

and ¢ > 0, depending on ||¢|| g1, such that, forall t € R,

clr|

@l g2, @l g2 < Ce

(iv) Comparison of dynamics: Suppose ¢ € H*(R?). Then there exists a constant ¢ > 0, depending on
l@ll g2, such that, forall t € R,

llor — @ill2 < CN~"exp(cexp(clt]). (4-10)

To compare the many-body evolution vy ; with products of the solution ¢; of the modified Gross—
Pitaevskii equation (1-12), we are going to define a unitary map (already discussed in Section 1, after
(1-25)) that was first introduced in [Lewin et al. 2015a; 2015b] in the mean-field setting. To this end, we
remark that every Yy € Lf([R@N ) has a unique representation of the form

N
yn=> vy @ ¢ " ", (4-11)
n=0

where 1//(") € L2 ([F\R3)®S” is symmetric with respect to permutations and orthogonal to ¢;, in each
of its coordlnates and where, for 11/1(\7) € L2 (R3)®" and 1//1(\;{) eL? (IR{3)®*" x/f(") s w(k) denotes the
symmetrized product defined by

YN @Y (X1, Xicgn) = k,n,(Hn D U Coys s Ko DUN T et1)s s Xoeyy)- (4-12)

0 ESk+n

Using the representation (4-11), we define Uy, , : L2(R*N) — F f{V by setting

Uy =, vl w) (4-13)

In terms of creation and annihilation operators, the map Uy ; is given by

T a(@)N "
Uy, ¥y = D1 = 1¢) (@ )" ey,
YN n@)( 180G Ty

Here, and frequently in the sequel, we identify the wave function ¥y € L?(R*") with the Fock-space
vector {0,...,0,¥y,0,...} € F. From (4-11) and by the requirement of orthogonality, it is easy to
check that [[yy |2 = Y, ||1//](\;’)||2. Hence, Uy, : L2(R*N) — ]-'fg is a unitary map, with inverse

O 0 b a* (@)N "
Uy Uy ¥y s } = Z DL
n=0 )'
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The action of Uy, ; on creation and annihilation operators is determined by the following rules, see [Lewin
et al. 2015a; 2015b]:
Uy, a*@)a@)Uj, =N =N,
Un.1a*(f)a@)Uy = a*(FINN =N =N b*(f),
Uy, ca*(@)a@Uy,, =N =Na(g) = VN b(g),
Un.a*(fa(@Uy,, =a*(f)a(g)

forall f, g€ Li i (R?). Here we used modified creation and annihilation operators, as defined in (2-5).

(4-14)

With Uy, ; we factor out the condensate and we focus on its orthogonal excitations. Observe, however,
that Uy, ; does not remove correlations, which are known to play a crucial role in the Gross—Pitaevskii
regime; see, for example, [Erdés et al. 2009a; 2010; 2016]. To remove correlations from the excitation
vectors, we are going to use a generalized Bogoliubov transformation, as introduced in Section 3. We
define

ki (x; y) = =Nwe(N(x — y)@ ()@ (y). (4-15)

From Lemma 4.1, it follows that k, € L?(R3 x R?), with L2-norm bounded uniformly in N. Hence, ; is
the integral kernel of a Hilbert—Schmidt operator on L2(R?), which we denote again with k,. We define a
new Hilbert—Schmidt operator setting

m= =@ )@ ) ke (1= @) (@) (4-16)

Also in this case, we will denote by 7, both the Hilbert—Schmidt operator defined in (4-16) and its integral
kernel. Note that n, € (g5, ® g5,)L*(R? x R3), where g5, = 1 — |@;)(¢;|. Let us write 1, = k; + ,, with
the Hilbert—Schmidt operator

W = 10 (@l ke |90 (@] — |90 (@1l ke — kel @1) (. (4-17)
In the next lemma we collect some important properties of the operators 7y, k;, i;.

Lemma 4.3. Let ¢, be the solution of (4-8) with initial datum ¢ € H*(R). Let wy = 1 — f;, with f; the
ground state solution of the Neumann problem (4-1). Let k;, n;, 4, be defined as in (4-15), (4-16), (4-17).
Then there exist constants C, ¢ > 0 depending only on ||¢|| g+ (in many cases, these constants actually
depend only on lower Sobolev norms of ¢) and on V such that the following bounds hold true for all t € R:
(1) We have

Il <C, ||7h(n)||2 <lmll5 <C" and lim sup |[n]2=0 (4-18)
=0 eR, NeN

and also

IVindla < CVN, Vil < Co IVl < Cllnell22, 1A 12 < Cline 1372

for j = 1,2 and for all n = 2. Here Vn; and V,n; denote the kernels Vin,(x; y) and Vyn;(x; y) (An;
and Ayn; are defined similarly). Decomposing cosh,, = 1+ p,, and sinh,, = n; +r,,, we obtain

I sinhy, {12, | Py, ll2, ey ll2, 1Vjpg 2, IVjrgll2 < C. (4-19)
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(i) Fora.e. x,y € R3 and n € N, n > 2, we have the pointwise bounds

In: (xs Y < . 9: ) @: ()],

y|+N-1

0 (s )1 < Clnl2 218 011G ()], (4-20)

[ Ces Y 1oy, O WL Ty, Ges Y= Clr ()] @ (9]
(ii1) We have

sup/|m<x;y>|2dy, supf|k,<x;y>|2dy, sup/|m<x;y>|2dysC||¢,||HzsCeC'f
X X X
and

sup / 0" (s 1P dy < Clnd2 721Gl g2 < Clime 1221

X

for all n > 2. Therefore

sup / |y (3 Y)[*dy, sup / |ry, (3 V)2 dy, sup / | sinhy, (x; y)|*dy < Ce"l.
X X X
(iv) For j =1,2 and n > 2, we have

—1
13:mell2, 182m: 112 < Ce™, 118n 12 < Cre™ |, |12

and also
18, Vimella < CVNeM 110, Vlla < CeM, 110,V ™ [l < Crlln, "~ 2eM.

Therefore
19 Py, N2+ 137y, ll2 110s sinhy, 2. 11V;0; py, 2. [1V;0rry,ll2 < CeV.

(v) For a.e. x, y € R3, we have the pointwise bounds

10,: (x5 )| < C[l + 160 OB )]+ 18 G ()] + 16, G 1]

|

Moreover, for n > 2, we have
8™ (x: )| < Cneme 132 [16: OB D] + 1 G ]+ 16, 1B ()]
Therefore
180 s (3 )1, 1807, (6 )1 13 Py, (23 )] < Ce 16, NG (0] + 16 G ()] + 16 ()@ ()]
(vi) Finally, we find
sup / |9y, (x; )1 dy, sup / |9k (s y)I* dy, sup / |00, (x: y) > dy < CeVl.

Furthermore, for alln > 2,

Sup/ 18,0 (x; ) dy < CneM|in, |52
X
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and therefore

sup f 19, py, (x; Y)|*dy, sup / 13,7y, (x; ¥)[*dy, sup / |9, sinh,, (x; y)|*dy < Cel.
X X X

Proof. To prove (4-18) observe that, using Lemma 4.1 and Young’s inequality,

x(x =yl <& .

Inel13 < k3 < C/ 1518 D*dx dy < CLIG: N1} < CllG 1%, < Ce

lx — |2
uniformly in N € N and in t € R. The proof of the other bounds is a simple generalization of the proof of
Lemmas 3.3 and 3.4 in [Benedikter et al. 2015]; we omit the details. O

We model correlations in the solution ¥y, ; of the many-body Schrodinger equation (1-8) by means
of the generalized Bogoliubov transformation exp(B(7;)) : }'fg — F fé\: with the integral kernel n; €
(g, ® q4,) L*(R® x R?) defined in (4-16). We define therefore the fluctuation dynamics

Wi, = e B0 Uy e Ny P00, (4-21)

Then Wy, : F fév - F ii\t[ is a unitary operator. Clearly, Wy ; depends on the length parameter £ (the
radius of the ball in (4-1)), through the modified Gross—Pitaevskii equation (4-8) and also through the
kernel n, defined in (4-15), (4-16). While Wy ; is well-defined for any value of £ > 0, we will have to
choose ¢ > 0 small to make sure that ||7; ||, is sufficiently small; this will allow us to expand the action of
the generalized Bogoliubov transformation exp(B(n;)) appearing in (4-21) using the series expansion
(3-27) (because, by (4-18), smallness of £ implies that |5, ||, is small, uniformly in 7).

For&é e F f;v , the operator Wy, is defined so that

e N Uy.o eB0g = UN.: eBUwy k.
It allows us to describe the many-body evolution of initial data of the form
Yy = Uy oe” ", (4-22)
and to express the evolved state again in the form
YN =e Ny = Uy P8 (4-23)

where & =Wh ; £. As we will see below, a vector of the form (4-22) exhibits Bose—Einstein condensation
in the one-particle state ¢ if and only if the expectation of the number of particles operator (&, N€) is
small, compared with the total number of particles N. Hence, to prove Theorems 1.1 and 1.2, we will
have to show first that every initial {¥ry € L%(Rm ) satisfying (1-10) can be written in the form (4-22) for
ateF fév with (£, N&) < N and then that the bound on the expectation of the number of particles is
approximately preserved by Wy ;. In fact, it turns out that to control the growth of the expectation of A
along the fluctuation dynamics, it is not enough to have a bound on (&, N'€); instead, we will also need a
bound on the energy of & (this is why we need to assume by — 0 in (1-10)).
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To control the growth of the number of particles with respect to the fluctuation dynamics it is important
to compute the generator of Wy ;. A simple computation shows that

iazWN,t = gN,tWN,t,

with the time-dependent generator
Gn,i = (19, BB 4 =B (i5, Uy YUY, + Uy, Hy Uy 1. (4-24)

Notice, that Gy ; maps F iZ into F=V, but not into F iﬁ;\,’ . This is due to the fact that the space F fg
depends on time (and thus Gy, ; must have a component which allows Wy ; to move to different spaces).
We will mostly be interested in the expectation of Gy, ; for states in F 5g, but at some point (when we
will consider the variation of the expectation of Gy, ;) it will be important to remember the component of
Gy, mapping out of }'Sg.

In the next proposition, we collect important properties of the generator Gy ;.

Theorem 4.4. Let V € L*(R3) be nonnegative, spherically symmetric and compactly supported. Let
W+ be defined as in (4-21) with the length parameter £ > 0 sufficiently small and using the solution of
the modified Gross—Pitaevskii equation (4-8), with an initial data ¢ € H*(R?). Let

Cwv = 5 (IN'VIN (N =1 =2NFuN )1 [64) )

1
+ / dx dy |Vek (x: y)I* + 5 / dxdy NV (N (x = y)lki (x; y)I?

+Re f dx dy N3V (N (x — y)@ ()@ (ki (x3 y). (4-25)

Then there exist constants C, ¢ > 0 such that, in the sense of quadratic forms on F Sg,

THN —Ce W +1) < (Gn,s — Cny) <2Hy + Ce WV + 1),
+i[N, Gy 1] < Hy + CeI WV + 1),

(4-26)
£0,(Gn,s — Cn.1) < Hy + Ce W + 1),
iRe[a*(afgzt)a((Z)t)? gN,t] S 7-[N + Cec‘tl(-/\/"‘l_ 1)5
where Hy is the Fock-space Hamiltonian
Hy = / dx Vya;Vyay, + % / dxdy N*V (N (x — y))a:a;ayax. 4-27)

Note that, on F f;\r, we have
[a*(at@)a(@t), gN,t] = a*(at¢t)a(§5t)gN,t-

The proof of Theorem 4.4 is given in the next section. From the technical point of view, it represents
the main part of our paper. In Section 6, we show then how to use the properties of Gy, ; established in
Theorem 4.4 to complete the proof of Theorems 1.1 and 1.2.
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5. Analysis of the generator of fluctuation dynamics
In this section we study the properties of the generator
Gn.1 = (8= )P + e P8, Un U, , + Un. Hy Uy Je™ (5-1)

of the fluctuation dynamics (4-21); the goal is to prove Theorem 4.4.
As forms on ]-"fg X ]-"fg, we find, see Lemma 6 in [Lewin et al. 2015a],

(8, Un, U, = — (i@, @) (N — N) — v/ N[b(i3,@) + b* (id,@)]. (5-2)

Using (4-14) to compute Uy, Hy Uy ,, a lengthy but straightforward computation, see Appendix B of
[Lewin et al. 2015a], shows that

4
G UNDUR, + Un HyUs =Y L)
j=0
where

—-N
LY, = Yo IN VN )A=2fo(N ) *IG 216N —N) = 1@, INPV (N ) %1 m)w+1>( N ),

N1 o
£, = VNNV (N -ywe(N - >*|¢z|z]wt)—%b<[N3V<N %16 116,) +hee.,

Ly, = /de a*v ax+/dxdyN3V(N(x WG] (b*b _% a‘a )
+ / dx dy N>V (N (x =)@ (x)¢ (y)(b:by—%a:ay)
1

+3 [ / dx dy NV (N (x= )@ (¥) (y)bjsb;+h.c.],

Ly, = / dx dy N*V (N (x =)@ (y)blata, +hec.,

1
553,)1 2/dxanyZV(N(x y))aia ayax

(5-3)
The generator (5-1) of the fluctuation dynamics is therefore given by
4
Gni = (iate—B(m))eB(ﬂr) + Z e—B(ﬂz)E%)teB(nr)_
j=0

In the next subsections, we will study separately the six terms contributing to Gy ;. Before doing so,
however, we collect some preliminary results, which will be useful for our analysis.

Notation and conventions. For the rest of this section we employ the short-hand notation 1y, k,, u, for
the wave functions 1, (y) = n:(x; y), kx(y) = k:(x; y) and p,(y) = ps(x; y). We will always assume
that sup, g [|7¢2 is sufficiently small, so that we can use the expansions obtained in Lemma 3.3. Finally,
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by C and ¢ we denote generic constants which only depend on fixed parameters, but not on N or ¢, and
which may vary from one line to the next.

5A. Preliminary results. In this subsection we show some simple but important auxiliary results which
will be used throughout the rest of Section 5. Recall the operators

2) . : .
H;,b)(h,---,]n):/bb“l_[ay, xlﬂbg:il—[./i(xi;yi)dxidyi,

TG jnt ) = /bb" alia) afra’ (f)]_[Jl(x,,y,)dxl dy;

introduced in Section 2. For each i € {1, ..., n}, we recall in particular the condition that either ff; = *
andb; = - orfl; = - and b; = *.

In the next lemma, we consider commutators of these operators with the number of particles operator A/
and with operators of the form a*(g;)a(g2).

Lemma 5.1. Letn e N, f, g1, g€ L2 (R, ji, ..., ja € L2 (R x R):
(i) We have
V. TGt )] = Ko, TGt o Jn) - forall 8,0 € (-, %",
N TED Gt 1= 0 TG nt ) forall g (- 5} b e {+, 5",

Here kp, 4, =2 0f bo =ty = *, Kpyp, = —20if bo =, = -, and ky,3, = 0 otherwise, while vy, = 1 if
bo = and v,, = —1if bg = -

(i1) The commutator
[a* (gD a(g2), TGt -+ )]

can be written as the sum of 2n terms, all having the form
Héfg(.lla R ji—la hi? ji-‘,—]» R .]}’l)
for some i € {1, ...,n}). Here h; € L>(R? x R?) has (up to a possible sign) one of the forms
hi(x;y) = g1(x)ji(@)(y), hi(x;y)=gi1(y)Jji(82)(y) (5-4)
or one of those forms with g| and g, exchanged. Here j;(g)(x) = f Ji(x; 2)g(2) dz. Notice that
lhill2 < llgill2lg21l2 1l jill2 (5-5)
and
i (s )| < max{lgr O i (5 W2 18212, 181 (s D2 118212,
1220111 (5 12 llgr 12, 182 i (s D2 llgill2). (5-6)

(ii1) The commutator
[a* (g a(g2), 1) Gt - jus )] (5-7)
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can be written as the sum of 2n + 1 terms; 2n of them have the form

0y, . . ) .
Hj(j,g(]l,---,Ji—l,hi,]i-i-l,---,]n; s

where h; is (up to a possible sign) one of the kernels appearing in (5-4) (or the same with g, and g;
exchanged), and satisfying the bounds in (5-5), (5-6). The remaining term in the expansion for (5-7) has
the form

0 G dn b, (5-8)
where k € L>(R?) is (up to a possible sign) one of the functions

k(x) = (g1, f) g2(x),  k(x) = (g2, f) g1 (x) (5-9)

or one of their complex conjugated functions. In any event, we have

Ikl < gl lg2ll2 11 fll2

and

k()| < [1f l2 max{ligill21g2(x)1, lg2ll2 181 (x) 1}

(v) If f € L2(R®) and/or ji, ..., j, € L>(R® x R?) depend on time t € R, we have

n
O (1) = D TGt e Jimts i i - )

1) . 1) . 1) . . .
OTI) Gt v i £) = H(b(/l,...,h;atf)+Zn<b<Jl,...,Ji_l,a,ﬁ,J,-H,...,Jn;f>.

Proof. Part (i) follows from (N + 1)b, = b, N and N'b¥ = b (N + 1). Part (iv) follows easily from the
Leibniz rule. To prove part (ii), we apply the Leibniz rule:

[a*(g1)a(82). I, (. - - - ja)]

n

/[Cl (81)61(82), X1 a}ﬁ,: x2+l ?;Z H]l(xla vi)dx; dy;

i=1

+Z / bbo Lak la*(g))a(gy).alral H akia) igr[],(x,,y»dx, dyi
i=m+1 i=1
- / b0 l'[aﬁl v la*(g1)a(go). bl 1'[1, (x5 yi) dx; dy;. (5-10)

Using the commutation relations
[a*(g1)a(g2), byl = —g1(x)b(g2),
[a*(g1)a(g2), byl = g2(x)b*(g1), (5-11)
[a*(g1)a(g2), ayay] = [a*(g1)a(g2), ayai]l = g2(x)a*(g1)ay, — g1(y)aia(g),
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we conclude that on the right-hand side of (5-10) we have 2n terms, each of them a H(Z)—operator (with
the same indices #, b as the IT1®-operator on the left-hand side of (5-10)). Furthermore, from (5-11) it
is clear that for each IT®-operator on the right-hand side of (5-10), only one j-kernel will differ from
the j-kernels of the T1®-operator on the left-hand side of (5-10). In the first term on the right-hand side
of (5-10), we only have to replace the j-kernel (either with g;(x1)j1(g2)(y1) or with g>(x1)j1(g1) (1),
depending on bg € { -, *}). Similarly, in the last term on the right-hand side of (5-10), only the j,-kernel
has to be changed. In the m-th term in the sum, on the other hand, the commutator leads to the sum of
two I1®-operators, one where the kernel j,, is changed and one where the kernel j,, | is replaced. From
(5-11), it is easy to check that the new kernel can only have one of the forms listed in (5-4). The bounds
(5-5), (5-6) follow easily from the explicit formula in (5-4). Part (iii) can be shown similarly; the only
difference is that, in this case, the commutator can hit the last pair aﬁZab" (f) instead of the bg’; appearing
in the IT1®-operator. U

It follows from Lemma 5.1 that

© 1y
e P Db =3 S ad) o
n=0 ’
© 1y :
(@ gD aten, e *Vb(1)e" M) = 3 T @t gnaten, adf, 0L 612
n=0 ’
~B() By _ N~ D"
0 (e~ Pb(f)ef M) =) | —=dady, (b(f)),
n=0 ’

where the series on the right-hand sides are absolutely convergent.

In the next subsections we are going to study what happens to the operators E%)I defined in (5-3) when
they are conjugated with the generalized Bogoliubov transformation e?"). The general strategy is to
expand e~ 8 (’7’)/3%’)163 1) ysing (3-27), and then use Lemma 3.2 to express all nested commutators. For
this reason, we will have to bound the action of operators of the form

— 1 j e
Ap- AN ) ) (9. (5-13)

£

To this end, we will use the next lemma.

Lemma 5'2' Let g € LZ(R3)$ n, lla l27 kla k29 Ela 62 € N and ,]19 L] jk19 miy, ..., me € N\{O} FOI”
s=1,...,i1, s'=1, ..., iy, wedenote by each of Ay, A, a factor (N—N)/N ora factor (N—N+1)/N
or an operator of the form
- ). (q1) (gp)
N pnn,b("t?ulw---”?t,u’;)- (5-14)
(1) Assume that the operator

_ 1 j 1 0
A A NI G 0D (9))

(2

appears in the expansion of adg()m)(b(g)) discussed in Lemma 3.2. Then

_ — 1 j j 4 n n
IV +D72A - AN G @)l < I gl g,

th
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If at least one of the Ags-operators has the form (5-14) or if k > 1, we also have

INV+D™ A AN ) o) @)g Il = N P g IV VP (5-15)

L

(i) Let r : L*(R*) — L*(R?) be a bounded linear operator. We use the notation

M) () == ) (x; y)

(ifs =0, @Wr),(y) =r:(y) =r(x; y) as a distribution). Assume that the operator

- 1 ' Gy 14
A A NI )

Lo

appears in the expansion of adgl()m)(b(rx)) discussed in Lemma 3.2. Then

— 1 j j 4
1A AN TTN G (Vrog
< {Cn||71z||"_1||(77ﬂ”)x|| IV + D2 if e > 1,

ClIn:lI* lla(rog |l if £1=0.

Proof. Let us start with part (i). If A, is either the operator (N —N')/N or (N —N +1)/N, then, on F=V,

(5-16)

_ — 1 j j 4
IV + D7 2A - AN G @)

<2IW+ DAy AN, g D@l (5-17)
If instead A has the form (5-14) for a p > 1, we apply Lemma 2.4 and we find, using Lemma 3.2(vi),
IV + D7 2A - A N TN G, 9D @)zl

S CPn P W+ D720 AN ) D @)EllL (5-18)

(AT

where we used the notation p = g + - - - + ¢q,, for the total number of n;-kernels appearing in (5-14).
Iterating the bounds (5-17) and (5-18), we conclude that

- k(D G ' ¢
IV + D72A - A NI ) (@))€

Di+dD — 1 j 1 0
< IR | PP+ DN D gl (5-19)

if r of the operators Ay, ..., A;, have either the form (N —N')/N or the form (N — N + 1)/N, and
the other s =i — r are H(z)—operators of the form (5-14) of order py, ..., ps, containing py, ..., ps
n;-kernels. Again with Lemma 2.4, we obtain

_ _ 1 i Uk (¢
IV + D72 A NI ) n ) (@08

< C"+P1+---+P.;+j]+"-+jk|+11 ”nt”ﬁ|+"-+ﬁy+j|+"'+jkl+l1 ”g” ”%-”

<C"lm " gIHIE N (5-20)
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This shows the first bound in part (i). Now, assume that at least one of the A ,,-operators, form € {1, ..., i},
has the form (5-14). Since, for ¥ € F=V,

2 (gp) _ _
IV + DT ENTPIZ 0, YW < CP | NP+ P
< CPln | 0Tt T2 0

for any p > 1, in this case we can improve (5-20) to

_ _ i ( _
IV + D728 A NIl @)EN < N IOV + D' e,

Lo

Similarly, if k; > 1, we have by Lemma 2.4,

_ _ 1 i k), (e - 144 -
NI e @)El = NTECH I | g (v 1R g
< CENT2 |l g LN+ 1) 2.

Hence, also in this case, the bound (5-15) holds true. If ¢; > 1, part (ii) can be proven similarly to part (i),
noticing that

(4 _
ISPl < el ).

If instead ¢; = 0, it follows from Lemma 3.2(v) that the field operator associated with (n(zl)r)x =r, (the

one appearing on the right of IT(") is an annihilation operator (acting directly on £). Hence, (5-16) holds
true also in this case. Il

Often, we will also have to bound the action of products of operators of the form (5-13). In this case,
the next lemma will be useful.

Lemma 5.3. Let g € L*(R%), n, i1, iz ki, k2, 1,02 € Nand ji, ..., ji,,mi,...,mg € N\{0}. For
s=1,...,01, s'=1,...,i2, wedenote by each of A, A, a factor (N—N')/N or a factor (N—N+1)/N
or an operator of the form (5-14). Assume that the operators

kiU Gry), o (6+1
Ar--- A NI ) om s (g o),
A AN ) ), e, (5-21)
! lﬂ’l""’ntu/ ) x<>/

appear in the expansions o ad™ (b((ner)y)) and ad® (by) respectively for some n,k € N, x € R>.
B(n,) B(n)

Then
- 1 Giky) 1
[+ D72 A NI O )
XA/I-..A;ZN ZHﬁ/b,(ntf'u’/ll ’”"ntuz : xzo/)sn
- {C"+k||77t||"+k_l||(77:r)x|| Il IV 4+ D2 if €5 > 0,
C™ K "N ()l lax I if b=0. (5-22)
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Similarly, if the operators

A AN~ kln(n( G (Jkl (n(zl)amt,é)x)’

Mgy fﬂk

/ 1 N~k (D, (m1) 0miy) | (£2)
Aln.AizN znﬁ,b(nt’u’l 9 e ntuz )C<>’)

appear in the expansions of ad (77 )(b(atn,)) and ad ( )(b ) respectively for some n, k € N, x € R3, we
have

_ 1 Uiy {4
[V + D7 2A AN ) g am, 5)0

( (m1) (mkz (52) )S ”

—k 1
XxAl...A/ ZH() tu,l,...,f) ) x<>/

n/ b’

- {c"+'<||n,||"+'<-1 13m0l ||nx|| IV + DN i 620, o
CM e 1711 @) llax | if 6=0
Proof. We can bound, first of all
_ (0]
IV + D72 A N IR @D, O owl < C G 1
and
_ _ i 0/
IV + D720 A, NTID @A @ am, 0wl < C i 1@ 1)

Choosing now

—k (1 (mx {2
W= Ay AR, O, 2, Ny HE,

and proceeding as in Lemma 5.2(ii), distinguishing the cases £, > 1 and ¢, = 0, we obtain (5-22) and

(5-23). ]

Finally, the next lemma will be important to bound products of operators of the form (5-13), with
arguments labeled by different positions x, y € R? (as opposed to (5-21), where both operators are labeled
by the same x € R?).

Lemma 5.4. Let g € Lz(R3), n,i, i, k1, ko, £1,4, € N and j1, RN jk17 mi,...,mg, € N\{O}. For
s=1,...,i1, s =1,..., iy, we denote by A, A, a factor (N —N)/N or a factor (N —N +1)/N or
an operator of the form (5-14). Assume that the operators

A AN~ kln(l)( ) n(‘/kl (41))

111""’ 1,0k,
kypp(D) o (mp) 0miy) (L)
A A N zn]jr b,(nl,ﬂ, 9 ey n[’u/ , x<>/)

appear in the expansions of ad%()n y(by) and ad (n y(bx) respectively for some n, k € N. Fora €N, 1 € R,
we define

_ (
Dy, = |V + D@ D2A . A, N™ k'l'l(lb(n(“),---,n,juk,j (zo)

t,0
—k 1 (my, 4
X Aj-e AN zn;,gm;?;;),...,n,uz, i) |
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forall x,y € R> Then, if £; > 0, we have

D. . < {C”+kllntll”+k_2llnxll Iy IOV 4+ DEFD2E|if £ > 1,
X,y =

- : (5-24)
C" e 1" iy Il lax WV + D28 | if £2=0

forallx,y e R3 el If instead £ = 0, we distinguish three cases. For £, > 1, we obtain

D,y < C" ¥ 1" 2 my Hinse IATNV + D@ D2E | 4+ n/ NIV + D@D ))
+ el el lay NV + D2E )} (5-25)

forallx,yelRP, teR If £y =0and t, =1, we find

D,y < C" ¥ "2 [l iy |+ el e Ges IOV + D@ D2
+ Imell mell flay N + D€} (5-26)

forallx,y € R3¢t eR. If £1 =0and £; = 1 and we additionally assume that k +n > 2 (since £, <k,
Uy < n from Lemma 3.2, this assumption only excludes the case k = €1 =0, n = €, = 1), we find the
improved estimate

Dy < C" I "N e g 1+ e e Ges DIV + D@D 2g )
el Imell lay N + D€} (5-27)

forall x,y € R3, t € R. Finally, let £; = £> = 0. Then
Dy, < C" K" n N Iy Hlax N + D2E | + || laza, N + D@ D2g |y (5-28)

forall x,y € R3 teR If, however, £| = £, = 0 and, additionally, k +n > 1 (excluding the case
n=1{¢ =k =1¥, =0), we find the improved bound

Doy < C" ™ " HnN " iny  llaE | + N7V 0l lacay (N + D&} (5-29)
again forall x,y e R, t e R.

Proof. If £1 > 0, we can proceed as in the proof of Lemma 5.3 to show (5-24). So, let us focus on the
case £; = 0. In this case, the field operator on the right of the first TT!V-operator (the one on the left) is
an annihilation operator, a,. To estimate D, ,, we need to commute a, to the right, until it hits . To
commute a, through factors of NV, we just use the pull-through formula a, N'= (N + 1)a,. When we
commute a, through a pair of creation and/or annihilation operators associated with a kernel nt(j ) for a
j > 1 (as the ones appearing in the T1®-operators of the form (5-14) or in the operator I1()-operator), we
generate a creation or an annihilation operator with argument ng,j ) whose L2-norm is uniformly bounded.
At the same time, we spare a factor N ~!. For example, we have

[ay, /a:iGYIU(j)(xi; Vi) dx; dy{| = a(ﬁ§,j>).
At the end, we have to commute a, through the field operator with argument n;%),. The commutator

is trivial if £, is even (because then the corresponding field operator is an annihilation operator; see
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Lemma 3.2(v)). It is given by
[ay, a* (1)1 = nD(x: ) (5-30)

if £, is odd. If £, > 2, we can bound

4 _
I3 e < 12 el iy )

and we obtain (taking into account the fact that there are at most n pairs of fields with which a, has to be
commuted)

Dy.y = C el {nN " iy e [TV + DD 2
el Iy TV + D28+ e el llay NV + D€},

If instead £, = 1, the right-hand side of (5-30) blows up as N — oo. To make up for this singularity, we
use the additional assumption k +n > 2. Combining this information with £; =0, £, = 1, we conclude
that either k; > 0 or kp > O or there exists i € N such that either A; or A; is a H(2)—operat0r of the form
(5-14) with p > 1. This factor allows us to gain a factor (N + 1)/N in the estimate for the term arising
from the commutator (5-30). We conclude that, in this case,

D,y < C I 2 N~ iy s NIV 4+ DEFD2E | 4 N7, (o TV + D@D
+ me Il el lay NV + D*72E] )

Finally, let us consider the case £, = 0. Here we proceed as before, commuting a, to the right. The
commutator produces at most n factors, whose norm can be bounded much as before. We easily conclude
that

D,y < CK I 1M i N el llay OV + D26 |+ [l laxay, N + D@D2g ).

If we impose the additional condition k +n > 1, we deduce that either k; > O or k» > O or there exists
i € N such that either A; or A/ is a 1@ -operator of the form (5-14) with p > 1. Much as we argued in
the case £, = 1, when estimating the contribution with the two annihilation operators a,, a, acting on &,
we can therefore extract an additional factor (A + 1)/N. Under this additional condition, we obtain

Dyy < C I n N~ el lay& [l + N~V 2 el laxay W 4+ D@ D2y,
which proves (5-29). O
5B. Analysis of e~ B )[,53,) teB @), From the definition (5-3), we can write
LY, =Cni— (@ IN*VN Ywe(N ) * |66 N
5 G0 IV N ) 15 PIGON + 510G IN VN ) %18 PI30A,
with

Crvi = i@ INPVIN YweN ) 1312160 — 2460 INPVN ) % 132163).-

2 2

The properties of the other terms are described in the next proposition.
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Proposition 5.5. Under the same assumptions as in Theorem 4.4, there exist constants C, ¢ > 0 such that

(€, e 7B (LY, — Cy.)eBMEY < Cle, W+ DE),
€IV, e B0 (L), — Cy.)eBME) | < C e, W + DE),
(€. [a*(g1)a(g2), e B (LY, — Cn.)eP Mg < Cligill g2l (€, W + DE),
18,(&, e BI(LY), — Cy.)ePMe)| < Ce (g, (N + DE)

(5-31)

forallt € R, g1, g € L*(R3), £ € F=N.

In order to show Proposition 5.5, we need to conjugate the number of particles operator N with the
generalized Bogoliubov transformation e~ 201, To this end, we make use of the following lemma, where,
for later convenience, we consider conjugation of more general quadratic operators.

Lemma 5.6. Let r : L*>(R?) — L2(R>) be a bounded linear operator. Consider the Fock-space operators
Ry :/dx dyr(y;x)biby and R;= /dx dyr(y; x)aiay

mapping F=N in itself. Then we have the bounds

[(&1, e B R By | < Clirllop |V + DV2E ||V + 1D)28, ],
[(E1, [NV, e B0 R eBUNNE) | < Clirllop [NV + D)V2E NV + 1) 2& (5-32)
(&1, [a* (g1) a(g2), e B R;eBUNE) | < Clirllop g1l g2l NV + DY2E IV + D28

fori=1,2andall &, & € F=N. Furthermore, if r = r, is differentiable in t, we find
18, (&1, e B RieBMgx) | < Ce (|17 [lop + IFllop) |V + DY2E WV + D2, (5-33)
fori=1,2andall &, & € F=V.

Proof. We consider first the operator R;. By Lemma 3.3, we expand

k!'n!

-1 k+n
eB("’)RleB("’)=/dxeB(”’)b*(rx)bxeB(”’)= 3 =D _/dx adg'gm)(b*(rx))adg‘()m)(bx), (5-34)
k,n>0

with the notation r,(y) = r(x; y). According to Lemma 3.2 the operator
/ dxadyy) | (b*(r,)) adyy) | (by)

is given by the sum of 2"**n! k! terms having the form

:/dx NI g )

1, ’ tm

ko (p0m) (mi), (E)
><A;‘l-~-A1A1 AL, NTRIL L (n tf’ul,l',...,nIDQ, M) (5-35)
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where i1, i2, k1, k2, €1, €2 >0, ji, ..., jk,,m1, ..., mg, > 1, and where each operator A;, A; is a factor
(N —N)/N, afactor (N +1—N)/N or a [1®-operator of the form

N—pné’zk)(n(%) n(qp)) (5-36)

t’il"”’ t’ip

fora p > 1 and powers g1, ..., g, > 1. With Cauchy—Schwarz we find

_ 1 1 (k) {4
(€1, B&)| < / dx | Ay AN TSI G G og |
— 1 m (mky) 4
s IA; -+ AN kzl'[;,,)b,(nt(’u,:), o MZ i D)Ell (5-37)
for every &1, & € F=N. With Lemma 5.2(ii), we find that

(€1, E&2) | < CFF 17 llop e 1" TF IOV + DV2&1 [TV + D2, (5-38)

where we used the fact that
/ dx la(r)E ) = (€1, dT(rD)ED) < 1P o IN2E11P < P )12, INV2E )12,
From (5-34), we conclude that, if sup, ||7;|| is small enough,
(51, e P R 1P E) | < Cllrllop IV + D'2E [NV + 1) 8. (5-39)

This proves the first bound in (5-32), if i = 1. The other two bounds in (5-32) and the bound in (5-33)
for i = 1 can be proven similarly. To be more precise, we first expand the operator e B R B a5 in
(5-34), where the (n, k)-th term can be written as the sum of 2" *k! n! terms of the form (5-35). Then we
use Lemma 5.1 to express the commutator of (5-35) with A/ or with a*(g1)a(g>) or its time-derivative
as a sum of at most 2(k +n + 1) terms having again the form (5-35), with just one of the n,-kernels
appropriately replaced. Finally, we proceed as above to show that the matrix elements of such a term can
be bounded as in (5-38). We omit further details.
Let us now consider the operator R,. We start by writing

1
e—B(Th)RZeB(m) — Rz—i—/ ds e_SB(n’)[Rz, B(’?t)]eSB(m)
0

1
:R2+/0 ds/dx dy r(y; x)e "B a*a,, B(n,)]e B

1
=R2+[ ds/dx e B [b((n,r) )by +h.c.]et B0
0

Expanding as in Lemma 3.3 and then integrating over s, we find

_1)k+n
~B0) . B _ 3 ( (n) ®) ]
e PV RyePl) = R +k - PR ES) dx [adB(n,)(b((nlr)X))adB(n,)(bX) +h.c.]. (5-40)
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With Lemma 3.2, we can write the operator
dx ad & () ))ad(k) (byx) (5-41)
B(n) \P 7 )x))AC g (D

as a sum of 2" % k! n! contributions of the form

— 1 i Uiy 0+1
:/dxAl...A,-IN "‘Hé,ﬁ(nf,’;f,---,n,,u;l CIARION

k(D . (my) niy),(€2)
XAI...AQZN 2Hu/b/(ntf’;/]‘,...,ntu2, Neg)s (5-42)

where each A; and A} is (N —N')/N, (N +1—N)/N or an operator of the form

— 2 (gp)
NPT ) ). (5-43)

From Lemma 5.3, we obtain that

_ _ i (i
(€1, E&)| < W + D)2 f dx [N+ D72A AN k‘H“ﬁ(nf@? o @l

(] (my) n(mkz (zz))E “

oA N
XAl A H t/l,..., [u ) x<>/

n/ b/
< C" Y7 llop e IFH"THIN + D& TV + D28 ).
This implies that, if sup, ||7;|| is small enough,

(&1, e B RyeBMEr) | < Clrllop [N + D)V2E I[NV + 1)12& .

As in the analysis of R; above, also here one can show the other bounds in (5-32) for the commutators of
e B0 R B0 with A and with a*(g1)a(g,) and for its time-derivative. O

Next, we use Lemma 5.6 to show Proposition 5.5.

Proof of Proposition 5.5. To control ng)t we start by noticing that, with Young’s inequality,

(@, INV(N ) %1671 < / N3V (N (x = )| ()1 1@ (0)|* dx dy
<Clglly < Cl@: %, < C (5-44)
and
18 (@r. INPVN ) % 16:1216)| < Cll@ 1311 1ls < Cll@e 131111 s < Ce! (5-45)
for constants C, ¢ > 0. Similarly, we also have

(@1, INPVN we(N ) #16,7161)] < C, (5-46)
18: (@, [IN°V(N we(N ) %16 *131) | < Cel.

By (5-44), (5-45), (5-46), it is enough to show the four bounds in (5-31) with £(0) — Cy; replaced by
N and by N'?/N. If we replace O n.: — Cn.e with N, the bounds in (5-31) follow from Lemma 5.6. To
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prove that these bounds also hold for A2/ N, we use again Lemma 5.6. Setting & = e~ 80 (N /N)eBg,
we have

(&, e B (N2 NYeBMEY = |(&, e BN B g | < CIIN + D& [V + 1DV,
Since, by Lemma 3.1,

(N + 1)1/2;’:2”2 — N_Z(f, e—B(m)NeB(m)(N+ l)e_B("’)NeB("’).f)
< N7HE, W+ D) < CE, W+ DE)

for all £ € F=N, we have
(5, e BN N)ePME)| < CIWV + 12517,
Using Lemma 5.6 and the Leibniz rule, we also find

[(E, [N, e B N2/ N)eBMEY < CIV + 1)V2E |12,
(£, [a*(g1)a(g2), e B N2/ N)eBMNEY| < Cllgi |l 2l TNV + 1) 2g |2,
(€, 3 (e B (W2 N)YeBUNEY | < Ce MW + )12 |12 O

5C. Analysis of e‘B(”')Lg} eBM)_ We recall that
LY, = VNb(hy,) — N i) +he
i

where we used the notation

hye = (N*V(N we(N ) % [6,°)

Iy = NVN ) %16y
We write

e B £ eB0) = /Nb(coshy, (hy, 1)) + b* (sinhy, (hy, ) +h.c.] + €Y. (5-47)

In the next proposition we show that the operator £ 1(\,1 )t, defined in (5-47), its commutator with N and its

time-derivative can all be controlled by the number of particles operator A (while the first term on the
right-hand side of (5-47) will cancel with contributions arising from conjugation of ES’)I).

Proposition 5.7. Under the same assumptions as in Theorem 4.4, there exist constants C, ¢ > 0 such that

(€. EE) < C(E, (N + DE),
N, D N+ 1
€, [ ()]s>| C(E, (N + DE), 548)
(€. [a* (g1 a(g2), £, 16)] < Cligill g2l €, W + DE),
18,(E, E3,8)] < Ce (g, (W + 1DE)

forall € € F=N.
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Proof. We start with the observation that

lan, N, iy, < Cllg 13, < C, (5.49)
I3chw, ell, N3chin, | < @113 1@2ll g3 < Cel!

uniformly in N and for all # € R. Recall that, by (5-47),
ey = [e B LY B — /N (b(coshy, () + b*(sinhy, (hy, ) +h.c.)]
=V N[e BMb(hy )eBM™ — (b(coshy, (hn, ) + b* (sinhy, (hn,)))] + hec.
+ N2 BN+ Db (R, )eB . (5-50)
Set
D(g) = e b (g)eP ™ — b(cosh,, (g)) — b*(sinhy, ().
We observe that Proposition 5.7 follows if we prove that
(61, D()&2)] < CNT2)Igll IV + D& [V + D&,
(61, IV, D(9)1&2)] < CNT2|Igll IV + D& | [V + 128,
)
)

(&1, [a* (g1)a(g2), D(©)1E) | < CN~lgllgill gl N + D2 W + D&,
(€1, 3 D(g)&)] < CNT2(lIgll + 1IN IV + DY2E [V + 1)'2&, |

(5-51)

for every, possibly time-dependent, g € L2(R?). In fact, applying (5-51) with g = Ay, ;, we obtain the
desired bounds for the first line on the right-hand side of (5-50). To bound the expectation of the operator
on the second line on the right-hand side of (5-50), on the other hand, we apply (5-51) with g =/ N.ts
g =¢Eand & = e BN 4 1)eBg. We find
N72)(g, e PN + Dby, e ™)
=N~ |(&, e P Wby )ePE)|
< N™'2[(&2, [b(coshy, (hy, ) +b* (sinhy, (i, D1E) + CN ™ an TNV + D2ENIIV + 1) 28]
<CNT'PIW A+ DEN &I+ CNTHIW + DENV + D8], (5-52)

where we used Lemma 2.2, the fact that cosh,,,, sinh,, are bounded operators (uniformly in # and N), and
(5-49). From Lemma 3.1, we obtain

IE2]1* = (&, e BN + 1)2eBMg) < C(&, (W + D)%) = C|(V + DEJI?
and, similarly,

IV + D267 = (£, e PP W + DM W + De™ PN + De )
< C(&, eiB(n’)(N—}— 1)363(77:)5)
< CE. W+ 1D°6) = CIW + D)%,
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Inserting the last two bounds in the right-hand side of (5-52), we conclude that
N~ e PN + Dby e ™8)] < CIINV + D22

for all £ € F=N. Similarly, we can control the commutators of the second line on the right-hand side of
(5-50) with A and with a*(g;)a(g) and its time-derivative.
We still have to show (5-51). To this end, we use Lemma 3.3 to expand

e B p(g)eBm) =3 (_nl) ady)  (b(2)). (5-53)

n>0
According to Lemma 3.2, the nested commutator adg’()m)(b(g)) can be written as a sum of 2"n! terms,
having the form

_ 1 /
Ar- NI GO n®) (o)), (5-54)
where each A, is (N —N)/N, (N —N +1)/N or a [1®-operator of the form
2 m (mp)
N™ Png,ﬁ,(nf,u;), L nt";/ ). (5-55)

Exactly one of these 2"n! terms has the form

(NN’ N+1-N) b(n t(zr)(g)) if n =2r is even,
o N (5-56)
N—N)YTU(NFT=N) o @rel) =y - .
= Nr+% : +NV u b (2 +1)(8)) if n =2r +1 is odd.

All other terms are of the form (5-54), with either £ > O or with at least one factor A; being of the form
(5-55). Let us suppose that n = 2r is even. Then we write (5-56) as

(N=N) (N+1-N)’
N" N"

(N=N)Y (N+1-N)"
N™ N"

b1 (9)) = b(n?”(g)w[ —1}b(n§2’><g>>. (5-57)

Inserting the term b(nt(zr) (g)) on the right-hand side of (5-53) and summing over all r € N, we reconstruct
Z —— b1 (8)) = b(cosh,, (2)).
(2 ) n; (&)= n\8

On the other hand, the contribution of the second term on the right-hand side of (5-57) has matrix elements
bounded by

|<$ [(N—N)’ (N+1-N)
L NT NT

- 1}b(nz(2r)(g))$2>‘
N — "(N+1-— r
H[( N) (N+1-N) _1]51

~ b (g)&ll

<2k N2 17 gl IOV 4+ D28 IV + D25 (5-58)
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since 1 — (1 —x)" <rx for all 0 < x < 1. Similarly, the contribution (5-56) with n = 2r + 1 odd can be
shown to reconstruct the operator b*(sinh,, (g)), up to an error that can be estimated as in (5-58).

As for the other terms of the form (5-54), excluding (5-56), we can bound their matrix elements using
part (i) of Lemma 5.2. We obtain

o |
€1 A A NI UYL ) g

) o |
<INV +D2EIIWV + D2 A AN @), ) (ge)Eal

[T

< C"m "N gl IV + D2 TV + 1)1 28 (5-59)

We conclude that

(&1, {e B b(g)eP ") — b(coshy, (g)) — b*(sinhy, (§))}62)]

< NPl IV + D& I + 1280 S nC i, 1"

n>2

<CN72|gl NV + D& | |V + D2 (5-60)

if the parameter £ > 0 in the definition (4-16) of the kernel 5, is small enough.
Since, by Lemma 5.1(i), the commutator of every term of the form (5-54) with A/ is again a term of
the same form, just multiplied with a constant k € {0, 1, £2}, we conclude that

(&1, [N, (e Bb(g)eB ™ — b(cosh,, (g)) — b*(sinhy, (§))}152)]
<CN7'"2|gl IV + DY2E | |V + D25 (5-61)

Since, again by Lemma 5.1, parts (ii) and (iii), the commutator of every term of the form (5-54) with

a*(g1)a(gr) can be written as a sum of at most 2n terms having again the form (5-54), just with one of
(s)

5., (8o) appearing in the T1'V-operator replaced according to (5-4)

the n,-kernels or with the function 5
and (5-9), we also find that

(&1, [a*(g1) a(g2), {e B b(g)eB™) — b(cosh,, (g)) — b*(sinhy, (§))}162)]
<CN"2)gllgi g2l IV + DY2E TV + D286, (5-62)

Finally, since by Lemma 5.1(iv) the time-derivative of each term of the form (5-54) can be written as a

sum of at most n 4 1 terms having again the form (5-54), but with one of the 5,-kernels or the function

nff;}(ﬂ (go) appearing in the IT1V-operator replaced by their time-derivative, we get (since ||7}; || < Cecll)

19, (&1, [e B b(g)eB) — b(cosh,, (g)) — b*(sinh,, (§))162)]
<CN~2eM (gl + 1EDIIN + D2 1 IV + D25, (5-63)

completing the proof. U
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5D. Analysis of e‘B(”‘)Eg\z,,)teB(”t). Recall that

~ 1
£y =K+ f dxdy N*V(N G = y)IG 0P [bibe - wata]

+ / dx dy N>V (N (x — )@ (x)@(y) [bi‘by - %a;"ay]

4 [ dxdy NV DG @GO, +he, (5-64)

with the notation
K :/dx V,aiVyay

for the kinetic energy operator.
In the next two subsections we consider first the conjugation of the kinetic energy operator and then of
the rest of L3, with B,

5D1. Analysis of e B CeB0D  We write
e—B(Ut)]CeB(Ut)

=K+ [ Voke (x5 y) [P dx dy + / dx dy (Awg)(N (x — )@ ()G (0bib: +he] + €y, (5-65)
In the next proposition, we collect important properties of the error term Sl(ft) defined in (5-65).
Proposition 5.8. Under the same assumptions as in Theorem 4.4, there exist constants C, ¢ > 0 such that

&, £8)e)) < Ce M My + N+ DV2EN IV + 1) €],
[E IV, EG)16)] < Ce™ | (Hy + N + DV IV + DV,

* (K) el 172 172 (5-66)
€, [a™(g1)a(g2), Ey 1) < Celigill g llg2ll g | (Hy + N+ D ZE I[NV + 1) 7],
18, (5, ENEN < CeM | (Hy + N + D2 IV + DV,
where we used the notation Hy = K+ Vy, with
Vy = % / dx dy N*V (N (x — y))a’alaya,. (5-67)

Proof. We write

1 1
e~ B g B _ g :/ e_SB(n’)[/C, B(nt)]eSB(m) :/ ds/dx e_SB(n’)[an:anx, B(nt)]eSB(m)_
0 0

From (3-14), we find
1
e B ceB) i = / ds / dx [e B p(V, 1) Vbt B £ hc]
0

_1\k+n
— Z _ GO [ad

b(Vyn ))ad(k) (Viby) +hecl].
17 B(’Yr)( Xl
P/ k'n'(k+n+1)

B(n)
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From the sum on the right-hand side we extract the term with k = n = 0 and also the term with n =0,
k = 1. We obtain

e BumceBo _ o — / dx [b(Vyn)Vyiby +h.c.]
1
+/de(vxnx)b*(vxﬂx)_N/dx b(vxnx)Nb*(vxnx)

1
- / dx dzdyln.(z, )b(Viny)bja; Viay +h.e]

( 1)k+n
+Zk'n‘(k+n+l) dxfad <n>(b(Vx’7x))a (n)(Vb)-HlC] (5-68)

%
where ) denotes the sum over all indices k, n > 0, excluding the two pairs (k, n) = (0, 0) and (k, n) =

(1, 0). We discuss now the terms on the right-hand side of (5-68) separately.
The first term on the right-hand side of (5-68) can be decomposed as in (4-17), giving

/dx b(Viny) Vb, :/dx b(kax)bex—i-/dx b(Vyipx)Vyiby. (5-69)

The second term on the right-hand side of (5-69) contributes to the error gI(Vl,(t)' Its expectation is bounded
by

' / dx (€, b(Vyttx) Vibyt)

<INV + D% / dx | Vo ps I Vibo£ |
< IVeul IV + D216V 28 | < ClNV + DY 2g | IK ).

The expectation of the commutators of this term with A/ and with a*(g1) a(g2) and also its time-derivative
can be bounded similarly, using the formula

[a*(gl)a(gz), D(Vyxiux)Viby] = (g1, Vaux)b(g2)Viby +b(Vyjux) Vg1 (x)b(g2)

and the fact that ||, Vy ;|| < Cecl, uniformly in N.
As for the first term on the right-hand side of (5-69), we integrate by parts and we use the definition
(4-15), to write

f dx b(Vyik)Viby = f dx dy N3 (Awg) (N (x — )@ (x)@: () byby
2 / dx dy N (V) (N (x — y)(V§) ()@ () bab,

+ / dx dy Nwe(N(x — y))(A@:) (X)@: (y)Dxby. (5-70)

The first term on the right-hand side of (5-70) is exactly the (hermitian conjugate of the) contribution that
we isolated on the second line of (5-65); it does not enter the error term £ 1(\, [) The second and third terms
on the right-hand side of (5-70), on the other hand, are included in 8 . The expectation of the third
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term is bounded by

‘/ dxdy Nwg(N(x — y))(Ag) (x)@:1(y) (€, biby§)

< /dx |AG () IB* (Nwe(N (x — - )@)E Nl bl

= sup [ Nwe (NG = NG AGIIN + DV = CeMIV + D% (5-7)
To bound the expectation of the second term on the right-hand side of (5-70), we integrate by parts. We find
/ dx dy N> (Vwe) (N (x = ) (VE) ()G (y) (5, bxby§)

== / dx dy Nwe(N(x — y)(A@) ()@ () (&, biby§)
- / dxdy Nwe(N(x — y) (V@) (xX); (y)(E, by Viby§).

Proceeding as in (5-71), we conclude that

‘ / dx dy N> (Vwe) (N (x — ) (V@) ()@ () (€, bxbys>‘
<sup [[Nwe(N(x — D@ [I1AG WV + DY2EI2+ VG IV + D'2g 1K€ ]

< Ce MW+ D2E P + |V + D 2g 1K 2],

Notice that the last estimate and the estimate (5-71) for the third term on the right-hand side of (5-70)
continue to hold, if we replace the operator whose expectation we are bounding with its commutator with
N or with a*(g1)a(gz) or with its time-derivative.

Now, let us consider the second term on the right-hand side of (5-68). We observe that

/dx b(Vxn:)b™ (Vny)
2 N 2 . = . * 1 *
= IVanell” = S IWVanell™ + | dxdy dz Vin (x: ) Vaie (v )| brby = azay ). (5-72)
Denoting by D the operator with the integral kernel
D(z;y) = / dx Vin, (z; x) Ve (x3 y), (5-73)
we have

’ / dx dy dz Vun, (x; 2)Viit, (v; X)(E, bIbyE) | < [, dT(D)E)| < | DI IN?E |2 (5-74)

Since, by Lemma 4.3, || D||; < C, we obtain

‘ f dx dy dz V., (x; ) Vail; (v; X) (£, b:bya‘ < CINY2g|?
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and similarly for the afa, term. As for the first term on the right-hand side of (5-72), we use the
decomposition i, = k; + u,. Since ||V, u,|| is finite, uniformly in N and in ¢, we find

‘/dxnvxnqu—/dx dy [V:k,

The second term on the right-hand side of (5-72) can be controlled using N “Veny

|?> < C. Furthermore,

one can show that

/dx (&, [N, b(Van)b*(Van)1§) =0,

<Clgillllg2l IV + D22

‘ f dx (&, [a*(g1)a(g2). B(Vam)b* (Vino)IE)
and

< ceXM W+ D22

0 [/ dx (&, [b(Vino)b* (Vin)1E) — f dx dy|Vyk:(x; y)lz]
Here we used the formula

[a*(gl)a<gz>, / dx b(vxn»b*(vxm)]

_ / dx (Vene, g1)b(g)b* (Vo) + / dx (g2, Van)b(Vinob* (g1)

for the commutator with a*(g;)a(g2) and the bounds in Proposition 4.2 for 9;¢;.

The third term on the right-hand side of (5-68) can be controlled similarly.

To control the fourth term on the right-hand side of (5-68) we proceed as follows. First of all, we com-
mute the annihilation operator b(V,n,) to the right of the two creation operators b*a* Using (2-7), we find

1
ZN/dxdydzm(z Wb(Viny)bia;Vv ax—ﬁ/dxdydzm(z;y)biaika(vxnx)vxbx

N 1
/.dXddent(Z VIVin(x; y)(l_ﬁ_ﬁ>a;vxax

ZNZ/dxdydzm(z yaya(Viny)a; Veay.  (5-75)

To bound the expectation of the last term, we use the additional N ~! factor to compensate for || V7, ||~ N /2.
We find

oy [ drdydzne . aavin)a Vi)

1/2 1/2
<ol [aravazmeioPivael| | [ axayaziaa @ana ]
[CANAA]
<y MK+ D

< CN7Y2 I 2E ) |V 4+ D)),
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Similarly, the expectation of the second term on the right-hand side of (5-75) is bounded by

1 N1,
‘N/dxdydz m(z;y)me(x;y)<§, (1————)anxax§>‘

1 172
= N[f dxdydz|n(z; y)IZIIanXSIIQ} [/ dxdydzwxn,(x;y)||2||azg||2]

_ el Ve
- N
<CN7™'"2|\W + DY 1KV %)

IV + DY 1K)

We are left with the first term on the right-hand side of (5-75). Here, we consider the decomposition
1
2N / dxdydzn(z; y)bjaza(Viny) Vb,
=5 /dx dydzn(z; y)b aza(Vyiky)Viby
+— / dxdydzn(z; y)b*a*a(prLx)bex =M; +M,. (5-76)

Since V, i, € L*(R? x R?), with norm bounded uniformly in N and ¢, we easily find
(€, Mag)| < CNT'2 WV + 1)V K12 .

To control the term M, on the other hand, we integrate by parts. We obtain

M= 5 f dx dy dz dw ,(z: y)(— A oke) (v; )bia ayby

_ N / dx dy dzdw n,(z; ) (Awe) (N (x — w)) @, ()@ (w)bjaz ayby
> f dx dydzdwn,(z; y)(Vwe) (N (x — w)) V@, (x) @ (w)bya; ayby

1 L
) / dxdydzdwn,(z; y)we(N(x —w)) Ag, (x)@; (w)bjaz ayby
=M +Mi2 +Mjs. (5-77)
Since |(Vw)(Nx)| < C/(N?|x|?), we have

|(§, M128)|
IV ()| (w)]

<Nt [ axayazawin "I b, g,
Ve (0216 2 12 12
fCNl[/dxdydzdwl ‘pffx)' "”l’z(w)' ||azby.§||2:| [/dxdydzd —'7’@ ZL' lawby 5||]
X —W

<CNmA IV + DENINV + DY+ M) 2|
< CIWN+ DY+ M),
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where we used Hardy’s inequality |x|~2 < C(1 — A). The expectation of M3 can be bounded analogously.
Let us focus now on the term Mj;. Here we use the fact that f; = 1 — w; solves the Neumann problem
(4-1) to write

2
My = —NT / dxdydzdwn,(z; y)V(N(x —w)) fe(N (x — w))g; ()@ (w)bya; ayby

+ N / dx dydzdwn,(z; y) fe (N (x — w)x (Ix — wl < OF ()G (w)btataybs

=: M1 +Miiz. (5-78)
Since, by Lemma 4.1, 1, < CN3and0< fe <1, it is easy to check that
(6. Mi126)| < CIWV + 1)/

As for the first term on the right-hand side of (5-78), it can be estimated by
[(§, Min§)| < fdx dy dzdw |1:(z; y)IN*V (N (x — w) |G (w)| ¢ ()] |azby& || | awby |
1/2
< [ / dx dy dzdw [ne(z; )NV (N (x ~ w>)||awbxsn2}

1/2
x [ / dxdydzdw N*V (N (x — w))|¢t<w)|2|¢t(x>|2||azbysn2]
< CN"2nHIVYPE NIV + DEN < CIIVY IV + 1DV ],

where we used the fact that 0 < f; < 1 and the notation (5-67).
Summarizing, we have shown that the expectation of the fourth term on the right-hand side of (5-68)
can be bounded by

'%,/dxdydzm(y;z)(é,b(Vxnx)b* Vaad)| < CIV+ D PE NN +Vy + D' (5-79)

Also in this case, it is easy to check that the same estimate holds true for the expectations of the
commutators of this term with A" and with a*(g;)a(g>) and for the expectation of its time-derivative.

Finally, we have to deal with the last term on the right-hand side of (5-68). According to Lemma 3.2,
the operator

[ dxady, @ mady, (.0
is given by the sum of 2"+*n! k! terms, all having the form

:/dx A] A”N kln(l)( (]1)"” 77(Jkl) (€1+l))

M AT XXO

XAl A N kzné})b/( (m/l) T](me), x )(CZ%)/) (5_80)

z,ul ’ >,
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with ki, k2, £1,€2 > 0, ji,..., jk,,m1,...,mg, > 1, and where each operator A;, A; is a factor
(N —N)/N, afactor (N +1—N)/N or a [1®-operator of the form

- 2 (ap)
NTIZ ), (5-81)

with p, qi, ..., q, > 1. Here we used the fact that néz‘)(vxnx,o) = xnx i;f

of ' € {-, x}01t1,
We study the expectation of a term of the form (5-80), distinguishing several cases, depending on the
values of £1, £, € N.

) for an appropriate choice

Case 1: £; > 1, £, > 2. In this case, Vxnt(%ﬂ) Vxn(zz) e L2(R3 x R3), with norm bounded uniformly

in N and ¢. Hence, with Lemma 2.4, we can bound
g EE)] < |l == VgD Ve TV + D212
Now we observe that, for example,
Va1 < IV 121 < 1V e )22 < Cllge 1272
Similarly, || Vo7 ““tP| < C|lm. || ~". Hence, in this case,
(6, EE)| < C* I IV + D)2 1%

Case 2: £1 > 1, £, = 1. In this case we integrate by parts, writing

(iy)
<EyE§):/dX(S,A1A”N kn(lg( ) njkl . (ZI‘H))

Moo oo Mg s — Bl g
k(D . (m1) (miy)
X Ay AL NTRTIL) (n ,,"Sgl ,...,ntuz ; x,00)E )
Since, by Lemma 4.3, | A n'? || < Ce®!"!, we conclude by Lemma 2.4 that, in this case,

_ 2 _
(&, BE)| < C* I 1M1 A @ TV 4+ DV2g 12 < CFFmelt g =1 v + 1) 12 |12,

Case 3: £; > 1, £, = 0. In this case, the second IT1V-operator in (5-80) has the form

ko—1
1 (m (m;)
N kzné’)b’(nt(,rg’:)’ . Az i Vid) =N ke / bbo a}’IaX/Jrla)’kzv Qx 1_[ Mty 0 (xj; yj)dxjdyj.

Here we used part (v) of Lemma 3.2 to conclude that the last field on the right, the one carrying the deriva-
tive, must be an annihilation operator (or possibly a b-operator). Repeatedly applying Lemma 2.1 on pairs
of creation and annihilation operators, but leaving the last annihilation operator V,a, untouched, we find

[(E,E&)| < CKIn I~ v + D2 f dx [V 1 Veak |l

L1+1
< Y = e DV + D2 1K 2|

< CH I IV + DY eI g ).
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Case 4: £1 =0, £, > 2. Here we proceed as in Case 2, integrating by parts and moving the derivative

over x from V,n, ¢ (whose L? norm blows up) to V, ni@ (using the fact that || Ay 77,2) | < 00).

Case 5: £ =0, £, = 1. In this case, by part (v) of Lemma 3.2, the two IT("-operators in (5-80) have
the form

1 G 0+1 b; i
IO, . v ) f bbo y,ax,ﬂay,,a(vxnx)]_[n“><x,,y,>dxzdyz (5-82)

and
1 (m [/ i
g, o', tth, %) = f b;;l'[ay,axmayn *(vxnx>]'[n(m)<x,~;y»dx,-dy,-. (5-83)

Since ||V, ;]| =~ N'/? blows up as N — o0, to estimate (5-80) in this case we first have to commute the
annihilation operator a(Vyn, ¢) in (5-82) with the creation operator a*(V, 1, ¢/) in (5-83). We proceed
much as we did to bound the second term on the right-hand side of (5-68) in the case n =0, k =1,
starting in (5-72). Here, however, we first have to commute the annihilation operator a(V, 1y ¢) through
the A’-operators and through the creation operators in (5-83).

If Aj=(N—-N)/N or A;=(N+1—-N)/N, we just pull the annihilation operator a (V1 ¢) through,
using the fact that a(Vyny )N = (N + 1)a(Vyn, o). On the other hand, to commute a(V, 7, ) through
the A’-operators having the form (5-81) and through the creation operators in (5-83) (excluding the very
last one on the right), we use the canonical commutation relations (2-1). The important observation here
is the fact that every creation operator appearing in (5-81) and in (5-83) is associated with an n,-kernel;
the commutator produces a new creation or annihilation operator, this time with a wave function whose
L?-norm remains bounded, uniformly in N. For example, we have

[a(me) /ax,ah U (xi5 i) dx; dyz} =a(Vn"™h). (5-84)

Since m; + 1 > 2, we have ||V, n"*D|| < C, uniformly in N. Similar formulas hold for commutators
of a(Vyny) with a pair of not normally ordered creation and annihilation operators or with the product of
two creation operators. In fact, not only the Z?-norm but even the H'-norm of the wave function of the
annihilation operator on the right-hand side of (5-84) is bounded, uniformly in N. This means that terms
resulting from commutators like (5-84) can be bounded integrating by parts and moving the derivative
in (5-83) to the argument of the annihilation operator in (5-84). We conclude that E = F| 4+ F,, where

b,
/dx Ar--- Ay N™ ki /bbo ),axm Ml_[n(j’)(x,,y,)dx, dy;

/ — b/ i
x A} AN sz H aja, ]_[n(”(X,,y,)dx dy| a(Vinx 0)a* (Ve o),

Fj+1 %y,
while F;, which contains the contribution of all commutators, is bounded by

(&, Fo)| < nCKH |, =1V + D22
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To estimate Fy, we write it as F; = F; 4+ Fi,, with

ki
bj
Fii = Ve l* Ay -+ Ay N~ ’ﬂ/bbo ajal,a M]‘[n(’%x,,yl)dx, dyi

/

x A - AN"Z/ ]_[ ,ab, ﬁ”l_[n(”)(x,,yl)dx dy, (5-85)

Tj+1 %y,
and
ki
Flz_/dx Ay AN~ ki /bbo yjaim 5’”’1_[n(]’)(xl,yl)dxl dy;

b/
X Aj---ALN sz . ]_[ aja) a’ HU(J’)(x ) dx, dy| a*(Vene.o)a(Vineo).  (5-86)
The contribution Fi; can be estimated by
|Fil < CF I 1M NIV PN~ OV + D*2E |12, (5-87)

where « = ki + p1 + -+ + p, + ko + p| +--- + p., if r of the operators Ay, ..., A; and r’ of the
operators A/l, R A;z are H(z)—operators of the form (5-81), with orders py, ..., p, > 0 and, respectively,
pg, R p;, > 0. Now observe that, since ¢, = 1, we must have k > 1. Since we are excluding here the
case n =0, k =1, we must either have n > 1 and k = 1, or k > 2. In both cases k +n > 2. According
to Lemma 3.2, the total number of 7,-kernels in every term of the form (5-80) is equal to k +n + 1 > 3.
This implies that there is at least one 7,-kernel, in addition to the two 7;-kernels which produced the
commutator ||V, %> in (5-85). We conclude that, in (5-87), we have « > 1, and therefore, on F=V,

IFii| < Cn 5=V PN UV + D212 < S i 9TV + D 2|
since || V.7, ]|> < CN by Lemma 4.3. To control F1, we notice that, with the operator D defined in (5-73),
0< / dx a*(Vany.0)a(Vargs.0) = dT(D) < | D] < CN.

This easily implies that
(&, F1a&)| < CK I =1 v + )2 )2

We conclude that, in this case,
(&, BE)| < nCKM |, 1M1V + D282,

Case 6: £1 =0, £, = 0. In this case, the term (5-80) has the form

k1
E= [arni gt | bb‘)]_[aﬂ' % aina (o) [ 09 (s yi) dx dy
1

l
% A/l . kz/b 0 1_[(1 ,ab,, "V dy Hn(m')(xl, yl)dx a’y[. (5-88)

Yi xl+] y
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Notice that a term of this form (with » =0 and k = 1) already appears in the fourth line of (5-68) and was
studied starting in (5-75) (to be more precise, in this case the first IT1)-operator in (5-80) is of order zero
(for n = 0, there is no other choice), and therefore the operator a(V,ny o) appearing in (5-88) is replaced
by b(Vynx.0)). We will bound (5-88) following the same strategy used in (5-75). First we have to commute
the operator a(V, 1y ¢) in (5-88) to the right, close to the V. a,-operator. As already explained in Case 5,
the annihilation and creation operators produced while commuting a(V, 7y o) to the right will have wave
function with H'-norm bounded, uniformly in N. Integrating by parts over x, we obtain E = G| +G», with

b;
GI:/dx Ay AN~ k'/bb"l_[ayjaxj+1 ynl_[n(]’)(x,,yl)dx, dy;

PU\VEE kz/ l_[ /_a \oay Hn(j’)(xl, yi)dx!dy; a(Viny o) Vyay

j+l

and
(&, Gak)| < nCF |, =1V + )2 )2

To bound G, we proceed exactly as we did starting in (5-76). Using the decomposition 1; = u; + k;
and the fact that V, 1, has bounded L?-norm, uniformly in N, we conclude that G; = Gy + Gy, with

_ bj i
Gii=A1---A;yN kl/bbol_[ay,ax,+1 g:;l_[n(])(xz’yz)dxz dy

PU\VEE —k2 / 1_[ ,az, g l_[ n(J')(xl, y)) dx!dy; /dx (—Axk) (x5 y)axay

1 “,

and
(&, Ga&)| < C I 1K1V + DY 2 1K 2 ).

By Cauchy—Schwarz, the term G; is bounded by
(&, Gn&)| < CE I 1M I NV 4 1)%E | / dx dy | Ak, (x; y)| laxay€ll, (5-89)

where o = ky + p1 +--- + p, + ko + p} +--- + p,, if r of the operators Ay, ..., A; and r’ of the
operators A, ..., A;z are I1®-operators of the form (5-81), with orders py, ..., p, > 0 and, respectively,
Pi»---» p, > 0. The important observation now is that, since we excluded the case k = n = 0, we have
k+n > 1, and therefore every term of the form (5-80) must have at least two 7,-kernels in it. This implies
that, in (5-89), @ > 1, and therefore that

IGii| < CE i, IS INTI2 OV 4+ 1D 2| f dx dy | Ak (x; y)| llasa&].
Proceeding as we did from (5-77) to (5-79), we conclude that

Gl < C*P I 1INV 4+ DY2E T (Hy + N + D2
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Summarizing, we proved that the last term on the right-hand side of (5-68) is a sum over all
(k, n) # (0,0), (1, 0) of 2" n! k! terms of the form (5-80), each of them having expectation bounded by

|, E&)| < CFHmeclln, | maxORtn=30 (A7 + D2 || | (Hy + N + D2

Similarly, one can show that

(€, [N, EJE)| < CFFmecltl |, | maxOK+n =3 (A 1)V 28 || |y + N+ 1) 2],

(&, [a*(g1)a(g2), E1&)| < CK e |1, X OFHm=3 o | g ll gt NNV + D V2E | [[(Hy + N+ 1D,
(&, 8 [B1E)| < CF el |, | X OKFn=3 N+ DV 2E || | (Hy + N+ 12

Inserting in (5-68) we conclude that, if sup, g [17;]| is small enough, the operator 51(\,12) defined in (5-65)
satisfies the bounds in (5-66).

O
5D2. Analysis of e B ("’)(ﬁﬁ), — K)eBn) | Recall that
Ly, —K= / dx (N*V(N -) %@ 2 (x)[bby — N~ a*ay]
+ f dx dy N>V (N (x — )@ ()@ (NIbib, — N~ 'ata,]
+ % / dxdy N3V(N(x —y)o; (x)(ﬁt(y)b;kb; +h.c.]. (5-90)

We define the error term £ 1(\,2 )[ through the equation

e B (LY, — )P =Re f dx dy N>V (N (x — )@ (x)@r (»)k: (y; x)
1 ~ ~ * 7%
+5 / dx dy N3V (N (x = )@ ()@ (0bibE +hel + £ (5-91)

The properties of the error term & 1(\,2 ), are described in the next proposition.

Proposition 5.9. Under the same assumptions as in Theorem 4.4, there exist constants C, ¢ > 0 such that

(€. ENE) < Ce MOV + D2 | |V + N + D],
[E, N, EQIEN < CeM W + D2 | (Vy + N + D],
)
)

) It] 1/2 1/2 1/2 (5-92)
(&, [a(g1)a(g2), Ey 16 )| < Ce g1l w2 llg2ll 2 IV + 1) g [(Vy"+N+1) g,

198, Ex ) < Ce IV + D280 + N + 1)1 %)
forall € € F=N.

Proof. The conjugation of the first two terms on the right-hand side of (5-90) can be controlled with
Lemma 5.6, taking r to be the multiplication operator with the convolution N3V (N -) % || in the
first case (so that [|r[lop = [IN*V (N -) * |@;[*loo < Cllg;]|2, < Ce“!'l) and the operator with integral

kernel 7 (x; y) = N3V (N (x —y))@; (x)@; () in the second case (then I llop < sup, f Ir(x; y)| dy < Celtl,
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uniformly in V). Hence, to show Proposition 5.9 it is enough to prove the bounds (5-92), with 51(\/2,)z
replaced by

EN, = % / dx dy N>V (N (x — )@ ()@ (y)e " "bbe”™ +he]
—Re / dx dy N*V (N (x = )@ ()@ (ki (x: y)
-3 f dx dy N*V (N (x = y)[61(x)@ (1)buby +hec.]. (5-93)

By Lemma 3.3, we can write

/ dx dy N>V (N (x — )@ (x) @ (y)e” "W b by

(= Dk s
=2 / dx dy N>V (N (x — )@ ()@, (y)adg,, | (b)ady,,  (by)
n,k>0

_ / dx dy N3V (N (x — )G ()@ (y)bsby

— / dx dy N>V(N(x — y))@ ()@ (y)bx [B(1,), by]

(_1)k+n =~ ~ n
+)° o / dxdy N>V (N (x — y)@ (x)@ (y)adly, (bo)ady,, (b)),  (5-94)
n,k

where we isolated the terms with (n, k) = (0, 0) and (n, k) = (0, 1) and the sum 2*: runs over all other pairs
(n, k) € N x N. The first term on the right-hand side of (5-94) (the one associated with (k, n) = (0, 0)) is
subtracted in (5-93) and does not enter the error term g 5\%,):- The second term on the right-hand side of
(5-94), on the other hand, is given by

P:=— / dx dy N>V (N (x — y))@ ()@ (y)bx[B(1,), by]

N - 1 —N 3 = ~ *
A f dx dy N3V (N (x — )¢ ()G () beb*(ny)

1 ~ ~
N / dx dydwdz N*V(N(x — y)@ ()@ () n:(z; w) bybla}ay.

Commuting in both terms the annihilation field b, to the right, we find

N—1-NN-N S \3
P=—y | dxdy NTV(N G = )60 () mi (x; y)
L N-1-w
N
N_N ~ ~
G [ dxavaz NV G- E@EMEa)a,

N—N o = % %
) /dx dy dzdw NV (N (x — )¢ ()@ () 1:(z; w)al,alazay

=P +Py+P3+Py. (5-95)

- - 1
/dx dydz N*V(N(x — y)@ ()@ (y) [b*(ny)bx - Na*(ny)ax}

-2
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Writing n; = k; 4+ p;, and using the pointwise bounds |u,(x; y)| < C|@;(x)||¢;(y)| and |k;(x; y)| <
CN|@;(x)||¢:(y)| from Lemma 4.3, we obtain that

'<s, Pi§) —fdx dy N>V (N (x = )@ ()1 (y)kr (x: y)‘ < CIlV + D',
The expectation of the operator P,, and analogously the expectation of the operator Pz, can be bounded by

(&, P2§)]

< IV + DY f dxdy N>V (N (x — yDIg OG0 Iy [ 15& |
1/2

<@l IV + D)2 [/ dxdy N’V (N(x —y)) llnyllz} " [/ dxdy N>V (N (x — y))||bs& ||2]
< CeMlm IV + 128 1.

As for the last term on the right-hand side of (5-95), its expectation is estimated by

(€. P3&)|

< limell II(N+1)S||/dxdyN2V(N(x—y))ls5r(X)|Is?)r(y)lIIGxGySII

1/2

1/2
<IN+ DE [ / dxdy NZV(N(x—y»naxaysnz] [ / dxdy NZV(N(x—y>)|¢t<x)|2|¢,<y>|2}

12

<Cllm I INV+D2E Ve

We conclude that
‘@, P£) — f dxdy N>V (N (x — y))@ ()@ (9)ki (x; y)‘
< CeMn IV + DV IV + N+ D2 (5-96)

Let us now consider the terms in the sum on the last line of (5-94), where we excluded the pairs
(k,n) =(0,0) and (k,n) = (0, 1). By Lemma 3.2, the operator

f dx dy N>V (N(x — )@ (1)@ (y)ads (boadly),  (by) (5-97)
can be expressed as the sum of 2""*n! k! terms having the form

- ~ _ 1 (
= / dx dy N*V(N(x = )AL A NIl )

/ k(@ [/, (m) (miy) | (£2)
XA ALNTRIL L 070 iy 5, (5-98)

where ki, kp, 11,12 >0, ji,..., jk,m1, ..., mg, > 0and where each A;, A; is a factor (N —N)/N or
(N +1—=N)/N or a IT®-operator of the form

- 2 (gp)
NPT ). (5-99)
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With Lemma 5.4, we obtain
[(§, E&)I

< W+ D3| /dx dy NV (N (x = )@ ()1 ()]

_ 1) v/ [/
XNV + D72 A NI @)

t,0

1 (miy) (2
X A ARG g

< CH I IRV + DV /dx dy N>V (N (x — y) g (x)] 1@ ()]

x Anlmelllny IV + DY2E N+ 1 Iyl laxé
+ CeMMm NV + D2+ N2, 12 lacay &1l

where (in the last term in the braces) we used the pointwise bound
N7 (s )l < CeM

from Lemma 4.3. The contribution of the first three terms in the braces can be bounded by Cauchy—
Schwarz, since ||@;[loo < Ce¢l!l. We find

(&, E&)| < C*nel |, M1V + DY 2E | (W + N + 1DV

Since the expectation of (5-97) is the sum of 2"tk n! such contributions, inserting in (5-94) and
taking into account also (5-96), we conclude that

16,82 6) = CeM I+ D2 [0y + N + D'

if sup, ||n;|| is small enough. As usual, we can prove similarly that the same bounds hold true for the
expectation of the commutators of g @ . with the number of particles operator N and with a*(g1)a(g2),
for arbitrary g1, 8 ¢ e HZ(R3) (this assumptlon allows us to extract | gjlloc < Cllg;ll z2) and also for the

time-derivative of & N . O

5E. Analysis of e‘B(”f)LS’)teB("‘). Recall from (5-3) that

Ly, = / dx dy N>V (N (x — y))@ (0)[biala, +h.c.l.

We conjugate 553,): with the unitary operator e2"). We define the error term Ey ¢ ) , through the equation
e B L) B0 = — /N [b(coshy, (hy, ) + b (sinhy, (7y, ) +h.e]+EY), (5-100)
where we recall, from (5-47) that,
hy.e = (N>VN Dwe(N ) %16 -

In the next proposition we collect the important properties of the error term 51(\,3)t.
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Proposition 5.10. Under the same assumptions as in Theorem 4.4, there exist constants C, ¢ > 0 such
that

(£, ENLEN < CeMNION + D26 | |V + N + D)2,

HE TN, EQIEN < CeM W + D2 [(Vy + N + D],

(€, [a*(g1)a(82). £5 16 < Ce“ gtz llgall |V + D& [ | (Vy + N + 1), e-1on
18,08, E5 16| < CeM W + D2 |V + N + D¢

forall & € F=N,

Proof. We start by writing

—B(m) *

1
ayax eBOn — ayay+ | ds e_SB(”’)[a;"ax, B(n,)]e* B

I
1

= ajart [TV )+ b, ble .
0

From Lemma 3.3, we conclude that
(_ )k+

—B(n) % B(n) _ (k) x4 4() * (k) (r)
Mata B =ata,+ Z‘ k'r'(“r“)[ diy)  (bhady) (b () +adyy,, (b(ny))ady,, (b,

Inserting in the expression for c . 1» We conclude that

e—B(U1)£(3) eB(Vir)

1 n
—Z( ) / dx dy N2V (N (x — y)@ (y)adfy, (b7 ajay

n>0
(— 1)n+k+r

dx dy N3?V (N (x — -
+nk2r:>on!k!r!(k+r+l)/ xday (N (x J’))@t(y)a (n)( )

x [ady, , (B})ady,, ) (6" () +ady, \ (b(1y))adyg, | (b:)]+hee.

We divide the triple sum into several parts. We find
e_B(”’>£§3)teB('7’)

(-1" o
=2 f dxdy N>V (N (=)@ (nadg,, (b)) aja

n>0

(=t o ,
+y) f dxdy N°*V (N (x=y)@ (vadly, | (b)brady! (6" (1)

>0n'(r+1)'
n+k+r
+ > OV [ aedy NPV (N G-y ()ady BDad® (b1)adl) (b7 (1))
iy n'k‘r‘(k+r+1) B(ne) N7 x ¥/ B(nr)
(=Dt 5/2 - W) g8 %)
+n,;<>1”'k"”<k oy | XNV N Gy @ (ady,) BDady,, (b )adg, (b:)

+h.c.
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In the terms with k£ = 0, we distinguish furthermore the case n =1 from n # 1. We find

e—B(Wt>£§3,)teB(?7t)

=— / dxdy N>V (N (x—y)@ (0)[B,), bla}ay

(=1’
S (r+D)!

f dxdy N°'*V (N (x=y)@ ()[BGr,). bi1b}adf) | (b* (1))

=" 3 o
+2 f dxdy N**V (N (x—y)@ (v)adly, (b7 d}a,

n#l

(_l)n—H’ B . - - "
+ Y / dxdy N°/*V (N (x—y)@ (vadfy, | (b7)brady! (" (1)

n#lﬁrzon!(r—l—l)!
(= 52 . ) ®) ")
t Y G | NV NGB 0adg, Gadyl,) Gadg, ¢ 010)
n,r>0,k>1
(=t 52 - W ey @) *)
2 i ] ANV =g adi, Bady, (b )adg ()
n,r>0k>1
~+h.c. (5-102)

We start by estimating the contribution of the last term on the right-hand side of (5-102). We are
interested in the expectation

‘ / dx dy N°P*V(N(x — y) @ (y) (&, adg)  (bDadyy) (b(ny))ady, | (bo)E)

< / dxdy N>V (N (x — y)Ig (»)| ladg,, , (b)E | ladly) | (b(ny))ady), | (bo)E]

forn,r >0 and k > 1. According to Lemma 3.3, the norm ||adgl()m)(bx)$ || is bounded by the sum of 2"n!
terms of the form

— 1 j j K
Pro= A1 AN TFTIEN GO

TN

fori,k,s >0, ji,..., jx > 1, where each A; is a factor (N —A\")/N or (N+1—N)/N or a I1®-operator
of the form
Nﬁ"“fﬁl/ 0, nﬁ?{;’))- (5-103)

)
1.1

From Lemma 5.2, we find

n n—1 1/2 :
XE{C Il IV + DY) s > 1, 5104)

CH il Nlaxé |l ifs=0

for all x € R3. Similarly, the norm ||adg€()m)(b(ny))adg()m)(bx)é || is bounded by the sum of 2%+ k1 r! terms

having the form

—ky (D G Uk, (e1+1) —kp (D) (1) (i) - (L)
Poy = A1 Ay NTOTL Ol sy )X A} ALN znu/,bf(’?,,";{’---’n,,u;;"?x,%/)5||’
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which can be estimated (with Lemma 5.4) by

CHH I 2 e iy IV + D& if €2 > 1,

P ., S{ _ .
ST I T iy Hlax (N 4+ D28 if 6 =0

forall x,y € R3. Combining this estimate with (5-104) we find that
l / dx dy N°V(N(x — y) @ (y) (&, adg)  (bDadyy) | (b(ny))ady, | (bo)E)

< nl kU p! O g |3 f dx dy NV (N (x = y)Ig )] Iyl

[ IOV 4+ DY2 N+ 1 lax11]
X [Inx NN 4+ DEN + Il lax NV + D2 ]]
< nlklrl C AT N T2y |t =3

x/dx[nnxn I + DY2E |+ e llacg 1[I IOV + DEN + [Ine | lax NV + D2 ],

where we first used the bounds [|¢ [l < Ce!'! from Proposition 4.2 and sup, [|7,[| < Ce"! from
Lemma 4.3, and then we integrated over y to obtain the N~!/? factor. Applying Cauchy—Schwarz in the
x-integral, we conclude that

‘ / dxdy N°PV(N(x — y)@ () (&, adg)  (bDadyy) (b(ny))ady), | (bo)E)
< nlk!r! C"HIT I N2 =1 O+ D2 | [V + DE|
S l’l‘ k' r! CI’H-k-‘rreClH ”nt||n+k+r—l ”(N+ 1)1/25”2 (5_105)

for all £ € F=N,
Let us now consider the fifth sum on the right-hand side of (5-102). The expectation of every term in
this sum is bounded by

l / dx dy N2V (N (x — y)@ (y) (&, adfy, | (bDadf)  (bhadf) | (b*(n:))E)
5/2 _ = (k) (n) ")k )
< / dx dy N°PV(N(x — )| (p) llady,, (b)) adly,, | (bE llads,, | (B*(n))El.  (5-106)

where we assume k > 1, n,r > 0. According to Lemma 3.2, ||adg()m)(b*(nx))§ | is bounded by the sum
of 2"r! terms of the form

—k 1 j Uk ¢
Que=lIA1- AN IR, ot @) g

foraiy, ki, € >0and ji, ..., ji, > 1. Each A, is a factor (N —A\')/N, a factor (N+1—N)/N or a
H(Z)—operator of the form (5-103). From Lemma 5.2, we have

Qi < C Il Inx NIV + D2
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for all x € R3. On the other hand, using again Lemma 3.2, we can bound the norm || adgc()m) (by) ad(lf()m)(b DE

by the sum of 2" k! n! terms having the form

k(D ¢ G Uiy (z N A7 1 A=k (D (my) (miy) (L)
Qz,x,y:”Al"'Ai[N lnu,b(nt,ull’--wﬂt’ukl ¢ )A A znﬁ/ b/( tt/ll ""’77,12 ’ x%}’)é”
where iy, ip, k1, k2, €1, €2 > 0and ji, ..., jk,,mi, ..., mg, > 1 and where each A;- and A;—operator isa

factor (N —N)/N, a factor (N — N +1)/N or a I'[(z)—operator of the form (5-103). Using Lemma 5.4,
we obtain (using the assumption k > 1 to apply (5-27) and using (5-28) with ¢ = 1)
Qaxy < C"HIne |I" 2[4 Dllme iy Il 4+ e 1N e Ges IV + DE]

+ Iy el lax N+ DV2E N+ e 1 llaxay€ |1}

for all x, y € R3. With the bound sup, x|, supy N1, (x; y)| < Cel" from Lemma 4.3, we conclude
that

/ dx dy NV (N (x — y)@ (») (£, adg;>,7,)<b:>ad5§g,,,><b;>adg3,7,)<nx>s>\
< nlklrt C"HT | AT |V + DY2E (W + N+ DV (5-107)

for all £ € F=N,
Let us now study the fourth term on the right-hand side of (5-102). As we did for the other terms, we
bound the expectation

‘ / dxdy N°V(N(x — y) @ (y)(&, ady,,  (b1)bja dg(),])(b*(nx))@‘

/ dx dy N°P*V (N (x — y)|@ ()| |byadfy) | (boE llady) (" ()&l (5-108)

where we assume that n # 1, r > 0. According to Lemma 3.2, ||adg()m)(b* (nx))&]| can be bounded by

the sum of 2"r! terms of the form

- 1 ' Uk, (041
Rl,x = ”Al e AilN klné’b)(nlg{ull)s [RRN] 77, ukl s )(Cb ))5”

foriy, k1,41 >0and ji, ..., ji, = 1. According to Lemma 5.2, such a term can always be estimated by

Ry, < Cmell" e IOV + D€ (5-109)

for all x € R®. On the other hand, the norm ||byadg’()m)(bx)§ || can be bounded by the sum of 2"n!

contributions having the form

k (i L
Ry = lbyAr - AT G n e (5-110)

foriy, k1, £1 > 0and ji, ..., ji, > 1. With Lemma 5.4, we find that

Ro .y < C I " 2{[(L+n/N)lnell Iyl + 1IN~ e G DIITN + DE]
e IneHlayWN 4+ DY2EN + (/N el Iyl llax N+ DV2E ] + (0,1 laxay€ |}
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forall x, y € R%. With [|@, [|oc < Ce“l and sup, , N~ |5, (x; y)| < Ce“Vl we conclude, similarly to (5-107),
that

‘ / dx dy N°*V(N(x — y)@ (y)(&. ady,,  (bD)bTady) | (b* (1:))8) ‘
<+ DI C" e M I IV + DYZENIT WV + N + D2ENL (5-111)

The expectation of terms in the third sum on the right-hand side of (5-102) is bounded by
‘ / dx dy N>V (N (x — y)@ (»)(E, adg’()mw:)a;faxa‘

< / dxdy N°V(N(x = y)Ig (y)l layadgy & | las .

which is similar to the right-hand side of (5-108), the only difference being that instead of the norm
||adg()m) (b*(nx))& || we have |la, & || (and the fact that in the other norm, we have the field a, instead of b,;
it is clear, however, that both fields can be treated similarly). Analogously to (5-111), we conclude that

‘ / dx dy N°*V(N(x = y)@ (y) (&, adg’(;,)(b:)a:axa‘
< (m+DIC"e M n "NV + DYy + N+ DPg|L (5-112)

Let us now switch to the second term on the right-hand side of (5-102) (the sum over » > 0). First of
all, we compute the commutator

[B(n:), byl = —b(nx)(l - %) + % / dzdw 7(z; w)atayb;.

Hence the r-th term in the sum is proportional to

(N—-1-N\)

- [axay NPV G - 360

b(n.)biady), | (b*(n.))
+ / dxdy N°PV(N(x — y)@ ()N T | (rr. 80" blady,) (b (n,))
=845, (5-113)
The expectation of S, can be bounded as follows:
(€. S28)| < / dxdy N°?V(N(x — y)Ig (0| 1y N7 T | (. 8% | llady) (0" ())& .
As in (5-109), we find

ladiz,,, " D& < CTP e LIV + D&

Since, on the other hand,

by NI (1 806N < CN T iyl las W + 12| + Cling |l llaay& |,
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we conclude that

€. S2E)] < CTe M "IV + D2 T (Vy + N + D'
for all £ € F=N. We are left with the operator S; defined in (5-113). Commuting b (1, ) with b;‘, we write
it as

L N=MNN=N=1) ) ..
S =-— / dx dy N2V (N (x — y)m (o )60 )(N2 )adﬁe?n,>(b (1))

. (N=N-=1) 1 .
- f dx dy N*P2V (N (x = )@ (3) 1 —— | bb(10) = wasa(ne) |adyg, \ (b*01.)
=:S11 + S12.
The expectation of S, is estimated by
(€, S12&)| < CTe M I THIV + DV2E )%,

As for S11, we decompose it as

NN =-N=1) 4 .
Siv=— [ drdy NV = bt 060 a0t
WN=NWN=-N=1 4 .
- f dx dy N2V (N (= )it (53 )30 )(N2 >adgg,7,)<b (1)),

=:S111+ S112-
Since |, (x; y)| < Ce© Il from Lemma 4.3, it is easy to estimate the expectation of the term Sy, by
(6, S1128)] < C"e Ml "IV + 12512
As for the term Sy11, we use the fact that, by Lemma 3.2, the nested commutator adg()m)(b* (ny)) 1s given
by
m m
(1 - A%) (1 - A%) b* ((nene)" )

if r = 2m is even and by

N+1 m—+1 N m R
_(1_7) (1—ﬁ) b((1eiin)™)

if r =2m + 1 is odd, up to terms (2"r! — 1 of them) having the form

B 1 i Gr) . (€+1
Ao A NS G B,

[ AT

where either k; > 1 or at least one of the A-operators is a [T -operator of the form (5-103). We conclude
that, if » = 2m is even,

Sin=+vN / dx dy N>V (N (x — y)we(N(x — Y)I@ )G ()b* (1) 1x) + S1112,  (5-114)
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while, if r =2m + 1 is odd,
Sinn=—-+vN / dxdy N*V (N (x — y)we(N(x — yNI@ 2@ Ob* (i)™ ) + S1i12, - (5-115)

where, in both cases, the expectation of the error term Sy;;, is bounded by

(€, S11128)| < crnmn’/dxdy N2V (N (x — ) ke s W HTOV + DY2E [ [V + DE]|
<C"In NIV + D22

for all £ € F=N. Here, once again, we used the fact that N~ Yn:(x; y)| <C. Summing over all » > 0, we
conclude that
(=1’

s (r+ 1!

/ dx dy N>V (N (x — )@ (B(), b1btadyy) | (b* (1))

= —v/N [b((cosh,, —1)(hn,)) + b*(sinh,, (hy, )] + S,
where

(€, SEN < e (Cllm ) IV + D'2E|* < CeM IV + D)2 (5-116)

r>0

for all £ € F=N,
Finally, we consider the first term on the right-hand side of (5-102). This term can be handled much as
we did with the second term (the sum over r > 0). We obtain that

- / dx dy NV (N (x — y))@(0)[B(y). bilajay = —v/Nb(hy ;) + 5.

where the expectation of S can be bounded as we did with the expectation of S in (5-116).
Recalling the definition of 51(\/3,)t in (5-100), it follows from (5-105), (5-107), (5-111), (5-112) and
(5-116) that
(€, ENLEN] < Ce M + D2E (W + N + D

The bounds in (5-101) for the expectations of [/, Sﬁ)t], [a*(g1)a(gn), 5](\,3:),] and of the time-derivative
8,51(\,%)1 can be proven analogously. We omit the details. (]

5F. Analysis of e™ 8 ("‘)ngs,)teB (), Recall from (5-3) that
LY =yy = 1 dxdy N*V (N (x — y))a‘a*aya
N,t — YN — D) y y xdyayQy .

We conjugate £§3)t with the unitary operator e2"). We define the error term £ 1(\? )

; through the equation

e B LD B =y + % / dx dy N*V (N (x — ) lk; (x; y)|?
+ % / dx dy N*V (N (x — )k (x; y)bibE +hel + £ (5-117)

In the next proposition we collect some important properties of the operator £ 1(\;‘ )t.
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Proposition 5.11. Under the same assumptions as in Theorem 4.4, there exist constants C, ¢ > 0 such
that

(€, ELE) < Ce MV + D2 | (VW + N + DV
HE IV, EQLIEN < CeM IV + D€ | (Vy + N + D2,

(€, [a*(g1)a(82). ESIEN < Ce Mgt el gall w2 |V + D& [ | (Vy + N + 1],
19,48, P £)] < Ce MW + D2V + N + D¢

(5-118)

forall & € F=N,

Proof. We start by writing

1
B("’)a*afa)a B — a:a;ayax +/ ds e_‘YB("‘)[a;a;ayax, B(n;)]e* B0,
0

A straightforward computation gives

_B(nr)a*a;kaya eB(nt)_axayayax+/ ds e” sB(n:) b*b*(ax *(ny)-l-a (Ux)ay)'i‘hc] YB(U[). (5-119)
0

Now we observe that

e P ava* (ny) +a* (1) aylet P
S
= aya*(ny) +a*(ny)ay +/ dtr e "B [a,a* (n,) +a*(ny) ay, B(n,)]e™ B
0

S
=n,(x; y) +a*(ny)ac +a*(ne)ay + f dr e P 2b* ()" (ny) + b1 P)by + b(P)by1e™ ).
0
Inserting in (5-119), expanding as in Lemma 3.3, and integrating over s, T, we obtain

e B0 LD B =Yy + Wi + W+ W3 + Wy, (5-120)
where

1 (=Dt 2 g @® )
Wl = E n;() m / dx dy N V(N(X — )’))nt (X, y) adB(m)(bx)adB(m)(by),

( 1)n+k

Wo= Y oD ] N2V(N(x — y))adly,  (bDady, (D) a*(no)ay,
n,k>0

(_1)n+k+m+r

Z nk!'m'rltm+r+1)(n+k+m+r+2)

n,k,m,r>0

Wj3 =

x / dxdy N?V(N(x — y))ady (bDady,, (bhadgy, | (b(n®))ady), | (by),

(_1)n+k+m+r

W4 =
= Wk m r (mtr+ D)(mtr+nt+k+2)

n,k,m,r>0

X f dxdy NV (N (x — y) adly (bDady) (bhadfy) | (b*(n:)ady) | (6* ().
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Let us now estimate the expectation of W;. By Cauchy—Schwarz, we have
‘ / dxdy N*V (N (x = )€, ady(,  (bDady), (B} a* () ayé)
< / dx dy N*V(N(x — y) |V + D)'2adfy) (by)ady,, (OEI W + 1)~ 2a* () ayé].

‘We bound
IV + D)7 2a* () ayé || < el lay€ll (5-121)

On the other hand, according to Lemma 3.3, (N 4+ 1)/ 24

oy (by)ad(y (b || is bounded by the sum

B(n,)
of 2"**n! k! contributions having the form

_ 1 j 0/ ¢
Ty = |V +DV2A - AN TG0,y gkl § Do)

(miy)

—ky (D) (. (my)

PUVEE A;zN 21'11:&(;7&”;,11 ""’ntu /NI (5-122)
with i1, ip, k1, k2, €1, €2 >0, Ji, ..., jk,.m1, ..., mg, >0 and where each A;- or Al’.—operator is a factor
(N —N)/N, a factor (N—-N +1)/N ora H(z)—operator of the form

- 2 @p)
N pné,g)("fflﬁl)""’"tflﬁ,)' (5-123)

According to Lemma 5.4, we have

Tey < 0+ D 2 ne Iy TN + 12|
el el llay N 4 DEN + el Iyl lax N 4+ DE]
+ el e Ges NN + DY2E ] + [ 1PV Nllaxay&ll} - (5-124)

for all x, y € R3. For & € F=N, we obtain

‘ f dxdy N>V (N (x—y)ni(x; ) (€. adly, (bDadly), | (b7)a* (1x)ayé)

< (DK C" g |2 / dxdy N*V (N x—y)) s la,&|

) [N el lmy -l e Ges DIV 4D )
+N el iy Hlax€ 1+N i el lay€ 1 +N'2 llaxay& |1}
< (DKL I NVAD PE NI (VAN +D Vg

and therefore

(€. WaE)| < Ce MW + D2E || (Vy + N + 1)/

if sup, ||n;|| is small enough.
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Now, let us consider the expectation of the term W3. By Cauchy—Schwarz, we have
‘ / dx dy NV (N (x — y)(E. adfy,, | (bDady,,  (bDadyy | (b(nP))ad™ (b))
/ N2V (N (x = ) |V + D'2adfy), | (by)ady),  ()EINW + 1)~ 2adyl) (b())ad” (by)E].

Expanding adgz) )(b(n(z)))adg()m)(by) as in Lemma 3.2 and using Lemma 5.4, we obtain

IV + D)7 2adgy) (6P )ady!,  (by)E|
<m!r! C'”+’||nzllm+’[llnx Iy TN 4+ DY2E 1+ Il Inell lay& N1 (5-125)

As for the norm ||(\ + 1)!/? d( Bn, ,(by)ad (n )(b )E||, we can estimate it as the sum of 2"+*n! k! contri-
butions of the form (5-122). Using (5-124) and integrating over x, y, we conclude

(€, W38)| < CeM W + D2 (Vv + N + D¢

if sup, [|n;|| is small enough.
Let us now switch to W4. We proceed analogously as we did for W3. The only difference is that,
instead of (5-125), we need to bound

IV + D)7 2adgy) | (ba)yadly,, (B )EN < ml et C" g ™ el Iy 1IN + D).

We find
(€, Wag)| < CeM W + D2 [V + N + 1)

if sup, ||n;|| is small enough.
Finally, we consider the term W in (5-120). We extract from the sum over n, k > 0 the terms with
(n,k)=(0,0) and (n, k) = (0, 1). We obtain that

W, = /dx dy N*V (N (x — y))n, (x; y)bib
] ~
-1 f dx dy N*V (N (x — y))n:(x; Y)[B(,), by1by + Wi, (5-126)
with

- _12 ( 1)n+k
2 kn'k'(n+k+

5 f dx dy NV (N (x — y))n,(x; y)adg  (bPady) (B}),  (5-127)
where Z excludes the terms (n, k) = (0, 0), (1, 0). We bound the expectation of VT/1 by
‘ / dx dy NV (N (x — y)n,(x; y) (€. adfy  (bDadly)  (B)E)

/ dx dy NV (N (x — y)|n, (e DIV + D7 2adl) (by)ady, (g WV + 1))
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(by)ady  (b,)E| by the sum of

Following Lemma 3.3, we can bound the norm ||[(A 4 1)~V 2d) Blny)

B(n;)
2"tk 1 k! terms of the form

= - j (
Toy = |W+DT A A NI, )

1 (m ¢
x Ap--- AN G0 ) u,’jz 0% (5-128)
with iy, iz, k1, k2, £1, €2 >0, j1, ..., jk,m1, ..., mg, > 0 and where each A;- or A;—operator is a factor

(N —N)/N, a factor (N —N +1)/N or a TI®-operator of the form (5-123). With Lemma 5.4 we find

Tey < A D Il Iy IOV + D281+ Il el lay& |+ Ineliny H la& |

+ IV e s I+ D2EN+ el lavay €1}
for all x, y € R, The important difference with respect to (5-124) is that here, when we consider the cases
ly=4¥¢,=0and ¢; =0, ¢, =1 we can apply (5-27) and (5-29), rather than (5-26) and (5-28), because the

assumption (n, k) # (0, 0), (1, 0) implies that k +n > 2 (the case (n, k) = (0, 1) is not compatible with
> =1). Using sup, N~ (x; y)| < Cell from Lemma 4.3, we conclude that

&, WiE)] < Ce MWV + D21 ov + N + D'V

if sup, ||n;|| is small enough.
As for the second term on the right-hand side of (5-126), we have

(B, b1 = —b(n) " + / dz dwata.by 0y (2 w).

Hence

- / dx dy N*V (N (x — y)n,(x; )[B(n:), b}1b}
N—-N+1
N
—N! fdx dy dzdw N*V (N (x — )i, (x: y)n,(z: w)atazbyb}

= / dx dy N*V (N (x — )0, (x; )b(n)b’

N-N+1
=/dx dy N>V (N (x — y)n, (x; y)bjb(nx)T
N—-NN-N+1
+ [ dxay NV i PR

N-N+1

—N_lfdxdydzNzV(N(x—y))nz(x;y)m(X;z)a;faz N

-N7! / dx dydzdw N>V (N (x = ), (x: y)ne(: w)aazbyby.

‘We conclude that

- / dx dy N*V (N (x — y)n, (x; »)[B(y). bi1b} = / dx dy N>V (N (x — )k (x; y)I* + Wi,



1584 CHRISTIAN BRENNECKE AND BENJAMIN SCHLEIN

where
(&, Wia&)| < Ce|(W + D)2g| | (vy + N + D).

Similarly, the first term on the right-hand side of (5-126) can be decomposed as
/ dx dy N*V (N (x — y)n (x; y)biby = / dx dy N2V (N (x — y)k; (x; y)biby + Wi,

where
Wi :/dx dy N>V (N (x — y)i (x; y)bib}

is such that
(6. Wig)| < Cel |V + D) [V g |

since | (x; y)| < CeV! uniformly in N. O
5G. Analysis of (id,e~B@))eB@) This subsection is devoted to the study of the first term in the
generator Gy, ; in (5-1). The properties of (id,e~B"))eB") are collected in the next proposition.

Proposition 5.12. Under the same assumptions as in Theorem 4.4, there exist constants C, ¢ > 0 such

that
(&, (ide” BM)eBMg)| < NV + 1) E|2,

)
I(E, [N, (id,e BB g) | < C|(NV + D)2 )2,

(&, [a*(g1)a(g2), (id,e BB 1eY| < Cllgy || g2l 1INV + D212,
(€, [8; (i8,e~ B eBUNE Y| < Ce M (N 4+ 1)/ % )12

(5-129)

forall &£ € F=N.
Proof. As in Section 6.5 of [Benedikter et al. 2015], we expand (i 9,e~B(1))eB01) a5

1
(l-ate—B(ﬂr))eB('?t) — _/ ds e—sB(n,)[l-atB(nt)]esg(m)
0

( 1)n+k

_ (k)
_ Ek; ATy /dx adly) | (b(@m)x)ady) (by) +he.  (5-130)

We bound the expectations
d d®) (b dw (b
X <§,a B(’]t)( (( tnt)x))a B(’h)( x)§>

< IV + D' / dx [V + D)7 2adf)  (b(@m0)x))ady,, (bE].

According to Lemma 3.3, the norm |[(N + 1)_1/2adg{()m)(b((8, n,)x))adg()m)(bx)é || is bounded by the sum
of 2"t*n! k! terms of the form

_ G
Ze = [V + D72 AN TG @m0

2 1, ik, °
(mkz

1 {4
X A ANTRI O gL (5130

tul’
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with integers iy, k1, £1,i2, k2, €2 > 0, j1, ..., jk,, M1, ..., mg, > 1 and where each A;, A; is a factor
(N—=N)/N or (N+1—N)/N or a [1®-operator of the form
- 2 . (q1) @p)
N png,g(”t,ﬁl’“"”t,;’;)'
From Lemma 5.3, we conclude that

< { C PN @ s TNV + DY2EN i £ > 0,
X = .
C 1 @)« laxé | if €& =0

for all x € R3. With Cauchy—Schwarz, we obtain

‘ / dx (€, adyy) | (B(@n0)x)ady (BOE)] < nl kL C"Hn K 3, | IV + 1)V |12
From (5-130), we conclude that, if sup, ||n;|| is sufficiently small,
(&, (ide” BBy < C|W + D' 2g |2

The other bounds in (5-129) can be proven analogously, first expanding (id,e~2)eB1) as in (5-130),
then using Lemmas 3.3 and 3.2 to write the nested commutators on the right-hand side of (5-130) as sums
of factors like in (5-131), and then commuting each of these factors with N, with a*(g;)a(gz), or taking
its time-derivative; we omit the details. [l

5H. Proof of Theorem 4.4. Recall from (5-1) that
4
Gn.t = (i9,eBO)) B 4 Z e*B(nr))C%,)teB(m)’
j=0
with E%)z defined as in (5-3), for j =0, ..., 4. It follows from Propositions 5.5 and 5.7-5.12 that
"B LD B 4 FO
e B ) &80 = /N[b(coshy, (hy, 1)) +b* (sinhy, (hy, ) +he]+EY),,

B L2 B i 4 / |Vaks (x: )2 dx dy

+ / dx dy (Awe) (N (x — )G ()G ()bib* +he.]

+Re / dx dy N>V (N(x — )@ ()@ (ki (y; x)
; 3 o o (5-132)

+5 / dxdy N’V (N(x — y)[@ (x)@ (»)biby +hel+EY,,

e B LD oBOD = /N [b(cosh,, (hx; ) +b* (sinhy, (i, 1)) + hc] +EC,,

e—B(’]t)cgé’)IeB(m) =Vy+ % / dx dy NZV(N(X — y))|kt (x; y)|2
= / dx dy N2V (N (x — y)[ki(x: y)b7b% +he] + 89,

(ia,e‘B(”’))eBW — g?\?t’
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where the error terms & %)I are such that
(&, EP £ < CeM My + N+ DZE IV + 1),
(&, IV, EQ 6] < Ce M| My + N + D2 IV + D)2,
(€, [a* (g1)a(g2). EXIEN < Ce Mgtz llgall el (Hy + N + D2 [V + D2,
18,(8, E )] < Ce M| (Hy + N + D)2 W + D'V
forall j =0, 1,...,5. With the scattering equation (4-2), we conclude that

(5-133)

On.i =Cn+HN+EN AN / dxdy[—A+3N?V (N (x—y))](A=we(N (x—=y))@: ()@ (y)bibi+h.c.

= Cn +HN+A+EN ., (5-134)
with
A=Ni / dxdy fo(N(x = y)x(Ix = y| < O (0)G (»)bb% +h.c]
and where & N, ¢ satisfies the same estimates (5-133) as all error terms g 5\?:7 j=0,...,5. Since N 3a<C

(see Lemma 4.1) and f;(N(x —y)) < 1 we have, with Lemma 2.2,
(5. A§)| < CIlV + D) 2|2
and similarly, £[N, A], £[a*(g1)a(g2), Al, £0;A<CN+1). Setting Ey ; =A—|—§N, :» we conclude that
On:=Cn;+HN+EN,

where £y ; satisfies again the same bounds (5-133) as £ ~.¢- This immediately implies that, in the sense
of forms on }"fg X ffg,

SHN —Ce W +1) <Gy — Cny <2Hy + Ce W + 1),
+i[Gn. 1, N1 < Hy + CeN NV +1),
4[Gn: —Cni ] < Hy + Cecm(/\f‘i‘ D).
Moreover, since
[, a*(g1)ag)] = / dx Vg1 (x)Vsatalg:) — f dx a*(g)V32(1) Via,
+ f dxdy N*V(N(x — y)g1(y)aiajara(gr)

—/dxdy N*V(N(x —y)) g2(x)a*(g1) d}aya,
we obtain that
(&, [Hn,a"(g1)a(g2)]E)]
172 172
<[IVailligll+ g Vg ] I ZE NN+ [lg2ll g1 lloc + g1 1 1821100 ]

1/2
x [ / dxdy N*V (N (x — y>>||axaysu2] [ f dxdy N*V(N(x — y)llay(N + 1)‘/25||2]

172

< llgilmllgall w2 IHAENTN + D)2
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for all £ € F=N. Combining with the bounds (5-133) for the error operator En. 1, and choosing g; = 9,¢;
and g» = ¢, we find that

+Re[Gn,, a*(0,¢1)a(@)] < Hy + CeXIMN +1).

This concludes the proof of Theorem 4.4.

6. Bounds on the growth of fluctuations

In this section, we are going to complete the proofs of Theorems 1.1 and 1.2. The main ingredient to
reach this goal is a bound on the growth of the expectation of the number of particles operator with
respect to the fluctuation dynamics Wy, ;, which we prove in the next proposition using the properties of
the generator Gy, ; established in Theorem 4.4.

Proposition 6.1. Under the same assumptions as in Theorem 4.4, there exist constants C, ¢ > 0 such that
Wn, 1 &, N Wy &) < C (&, (Gn.0— Cn.0) + (N +1))§) exp(cexp(clz])),
Wn. &, HNWN.1&) < C (&, (Gn.0 — Cn.0) + NV + 1)) exp(cexp(clt]))
forall & .Ffév. Here Hy is the Hamilton operator defined in (4-27).

(6-1)

Remark. From (4-26), we also have

OWn, 1 E, NWn, &) < C (&, (Hn + N + 1)§) exp(cexp(clt])),
(Wh, 1 &, HNWN, &) < C (&, (Hn + N + DE) exp(cexp(clt])).

Proof. First of all, we observe that, from the first bound in (4-26),
THN+N < @Gn,i —Cn,) + CeXM W+ 1). (6-2)

Hence, it is enough to control the growth of the expectation of the operator on the right-hand side. We
follow here the approach of [Lewin et al. 2015a]. We define ¢; = 1 — |@;) (¢, | as the orthogonal projection
onto Li@ (R3). We define moreover I} : F=V — }"fz by imposing that I} | 7, = ¢/ forall j=1,..., N
(Fj is the sector of F =N with exactly j particles). We have, restricting our attention to ¢ > 0 (the case
t < 0 can be handled very similarly),

Wn,+ &, [(GNn,s —Cn 1) +CeX (N + DIWn, &) = Wn,: &, [(T:GN,: Tt — Cn.1) +CeX (W + DIWn,: §).

Hence, since N’ commutes with T},

10, (Wn.1 €, [(Gn.1 — Cn.p) + CeX' W+ DWWy, £)

= (Wn. &, TGN, Ty, (iGN, Ty — Cn.g) + CeX (N + D)Wy &)
+ (Wn.1 &, 3, [(T;Gn, T, — Cn.p) + CeX (N 4+ 1)Why &)

=CeX W E,1GN., NIWn E) W &, 3 [(TGN, T —Cn.)+CeX (N +DIWn  £).  (6-3)

We observe that
0= 3G 13 = (@1, §1) + (@1, @1).
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This implies that
Gr = =) @r| — 1@ ) (@r] = —10:)(qr @ | — |q: P ) (@1 .
Therefore

Jj
or ==3"q® - ®Ug)Nabla +alad) @ ® @4

i=1

i
==Y 6@ T =T 10, (@i
i=1
‘We conclude that
oI = —a*(@)a(qt(ﬁ,)f‘, - Fta*(Qt¢t)a(¢t)-
Thus
(W1 &, 9 [(TiGN, Ty — Cn.p) + CeX" (W + D)]Wp,, )
= (Wn &, [0 TGN, —Cny)+(Gnt — Cn) (0 T)IWh, 1 E)
+(Wn,1 €, [0:(Gn.t — Cn.t) + CKeX' (W + D)W, §)
=2Re(Wh,; &, [a*(q;gl%;)a(@;), OGN W 8)+ W, 6, [3t(gN,t—CN,t)‘FCKeKt(N‘f‘l)]WN,z &),
where we used the fact that a(¢;) Wy, ;& = 0 for all r € R. Together with (6-3), we find

i0:(Wn.1 &, [(Gn.1 — Cn.g) + CeX "W+ 1DIWh, £)

= CeX" W 1 £, [GN, 1, NTWn, &) + Wi+ &, [8,(Gn,c — Civ 1) + CK@KI(./\/'-F DIWh, 1 &)
+2Re(Wy,, §, [a*(q,@,)a(rﬁ,), Gn i IWh. 1 E).
From Theorem 4.4, we obtain that
18 (Wi, ¢ &, [(Gr, s —Crv. ) +CeX WA+ DWW, €)1 < CeX MW &, [Hy+CeX W+ D)W, 1)
<CeXMOWy &, 1(Gn,i—Cn.)+CeX NN+ 1) Wy, ,6).

Applying Gronwall’s inequality, we find a constant ¢ > 0 such that

(Wi, & [(Gn.t — Civ.) + CeXI NV + DWW, 1£) < (€. [(Gn.0 — Cv.0) + CV + DIE) exp(cexp(clt])),
With (6-2), we conclude that

Wn, 1§, N W, 1§) < C(§, [(Gn,0 — Cn,0) + (N + DIE) exp(cexp(clt])),

Wn,:&, HNWh, 1E) < C(&,[(Gn,0 — Cn,0) + NV + 1)]E) exp(cexp(clt]))
as claimed. |

To apply Proposition 6.1 to the proof of Theorems 1.1 and 1.2, we need to control the expectation on
the right-hand side of (6-1) for vectors & € ffé\’ describing orthogonal excitations around the condensate
wave function ¢ for initial N-particle wave functions ¥y satisfying (1-10). To this end, we use the next
lemma.
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Lemma 6.2. As in (4-25), let

Cn:= %(@n (IN*V(N ) (N —1=2Nfo(N )] *¢:1*) 1)

+fdxdy|vxkt(x;y>|2+§fdxdyN2V<N<x—y))|kt<x;y)|2
+Re f dx dy N3V (N (x — )@ (x) @ (ki (x; y),

where @, is the solution of the modified Gross—Pitaevskii equation (4-8), with initial data ¢;—o = ¢ (we
assumed in the construction of the fluctuation dynamics that ¢ € H*(R?); in this lemma, we only need
peH! (R3)). Then there is a constant C > 0, independent of N and t, such that

I[Cn. + N(i0:@r, ¢1)] — NEcp(p)| < C,
with the translation-invariant Gross—Pitaevskii energy functional Egp defined in (1-15).

Proof. We have

N{id:@r, @) = N{@r, —AG) + N{Gr, (N>V(N ) fo(N ) % |G, 1)) Gr).

Therefore

Cn.:+ N{idGr, ) = N| VG |* + (@, [IN*V(N ) % |3, 131)

(N-1)
2

1
+/dxdy|kat<x;y>|2+§/dxdy N2V (N (x = )k (x; y)I?

+Re / dx dy N>V (N(x — y)@ ()@ (0)k (x; ¥). (6-4)
Obviously,

N—1 N
( 5 ><¢t, [N*V(N ) *|3:171¢,) = > (@ [N*V(N ) %13 71¢,) + O(1), (6-5)

where O(1) denotes a quantity with absolute value bounded by a constant, independent of N and of ¢.
Furthermore

% /dx dy N2V (N (x — )k (x, y) 2

N - -
=5 f dxdy N>V (N(x — y)we(N (x — )@ ()12 @ ()] (6-6)

Finally, we consider the third term on the right-hand side of (6-4), the one with V,k,. We recall that
k(x5 y) = =Nwe(N(x — y))@; (x)¢: (y). Hence, we find

—Acki (x5 ) = N> (Awg) (N (x — )@ ()@ () + Nwe(N (x — ) Ag; ()@ (y)
2N (Vwe) (N (x — ) - V@ ()@ (y).  (6-7)
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Since, by (4-1), Aw; = —Af, = =3V fy + h¢ fo we have
/ dx dy ki (x; y) (= Ak) (x; )
= —% / dx dy N>V (N (y — x))(we(N (x — y)) = Dwe(N (x — )@ ()1 16:(0) 2
—Nx / dx dy fo(N(x — y)Nwe(N (x — ) 1@ ()16 ()
+2 f dx dy Nwe(N (y — x))N*(Vwe) (N (y — X)) - V@ ()@ ()1 ()]
— / dx dy N*wj (N (x — y)(AG) (X)@ (x)|@ ()]
= % / dx dy N>V (N (y — x))(1 = we (N (x = y))we (N (x = )| (0716 ()2
+2 f dx dy Nwe(N(y — x))N*(Vwe) (N (y — x)) - V@ ()@ ()@ (0)I* +O(1).  (6-8)

In the last step, we used the bounds N34, =O(1), Nwg(N(x—y)) <C|x—y| 'and 0 < fy(N(x—y)) <.
Integrating by parts in the last term, we find

2 f dx dy N*(Vw) (N (y—x))- Vg () Nwe (N (y—x))@ ()G (1)
== [ dxdy VWP wi N -2 V06 )P
= / dx dy N>we(N(x—y))* Ag, ()G (0@ (y) I+ / dx dy N*we(N (x =)’V (x)- VG, (x)1 G (y)]*.
With (6-8), this leads us (using again the bound Nw¢ (N (x —y)) < Clx — y|™") to
f dx dy ki (x; y)(—Ack) (x; )
=2 / dxdy N’V (N(y =) (1 = we(N (x = y))we(N (x = )G 0 6 () +O(D).

Combining this bound with (6-5) and (6-6), we find
Cni+ N(io@r, @)

N[ [ IwaeRax ] [ dxdy NVOG =R G-0ERIBOR] + 00

The expression in the brackets on the right-hand side is exactly the energy functional associated with the
time-dependent modified Gross—Pitaevskii equation (4-8). By energy conservation, we conclude that

Cn,:+ N9, 1)

[ [ IwowPar+ ] [ aray NVO - a0 Dlem o) +om. ©9
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Observe that, with (4-3),
f dxdy N>V (N(x —y)) fe(N(x — yD o) * o) [*
= / dx dyV (y) fe M) le) 1 lo(x + y/N)|?

= [8map+ON)] f lp()|* dx + f dx dy V() feD)le)* [lex +y/N)I* = lp)*],  (6-10)

where

‘ / dxdy V() fWMle@)*llex + y/N) 1> = [o(x)[*]

1
ffN—ﬂL d{/dxdyVOOfUNw&NﬂV¢u~+gyNnmxx+y/NNU|
<CN™!

for a constant C > 0 depending only on the H'-norm of ¢. Inserting the last bound and (6-10) in (6-9),
we conclude that

Cn.i+ N(i0i¢gs, 1) = NEgp (@) + O(D),

as claimed. ]
With Proposition 6.1 and Lemma 6.2, we can now conclude the proof of our main theorems.

Proof of Theorems 1.1 and 1.2. We observe, first of all, that, by Proposition 4.2,

s vy 101) — (@1 Yy @i)| < 200 — Gl < CN ™" exp(cexp(clt])). (6-11)

Hence, it is enough to compute

@ ~

(@i, Vu @) = (e, a* (@) a(@)e” TV yy)

= N(UN,te—iHN’wN, (N —N)Uy, e vty

1 . .
=1- N<UN,,e*’HN’wN, NUy, e Ny,

We define £ = e B0 Uy gy € ]—'iiv. Then we have Yy = U;{‘,’OeB(”O)E and therefore
PR B pf o B ¢
L — (¢, )/N,t(/’t> = ﬁ(WN,ts,e UNe” MWy E) < N(WN,ts,NWN,z§>,
where we applied Lemma 3.1. By Proposition 6.1, we conclude that

1 — (@ v @) < N~ exp(cexp(clt]) (. [(Gn.o — Crv.0) + CV + DIE). (6-12)

In order to apply Proposition 6.1, we used here the assumption (valid in the proofs of both Theorem 1.1
and Theorem 1.2) that ¢,—o = ¢ € H*(R?).
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Recalling from (1-10) the definition ay =1 — (@, ylf,l)go), we bound, with the above definition of &,
(£, NE) = (Uno¥n. e" ™ Ne PMUy oyry)
< C(Un.oYn, NUN0¥N)
=C(Yn, (N —a*(p)a(@)yn)
=CN(1—{p,yy'¢)) = CNay.
We still have to bound the expectation of (Gy .0 — Cn o) in the state £. We have
Gn.0 = idre™ M) _oe® ) + e FI8, Uy, )li=oUy o+ Un.oHy Uy ole” ™.
With Proposition 5.12, we find
(&, idre™ "M i0ePME)| < C (€, (W + D§) < CNay +C. (6-13)
From (5-2), we obtain
(P&, (i8;Up, li=o Uy,o€®™€)
= —((0:¢)|i=0, @) (Un.0¥N, (N = N)Un.0¥n) — 2Re(Un 0¥, VN — Na(qo(i0;¢,)|i=0)Un 0¥ )
= —N{(i:@)li=0, 9) + N((i0,6)]i=0, 9)(1 — {9, 7\ @) = 2N Relw, v qo(i0,6)li=o)-

Combining this identity with the bound (6-13) and with the observation that, by the definition of &,

(£, e PN UN o Hy Uy 4™ €) = (Y, Hyy),
we conclude that
(&, (GN.0o—Cn.0)E)
< [(¥n, Hy¥w) — (Cy.o+ N{(@8:G0) =0, 9))] — 2N Relg, v\ qo(id:@:)li=0) + CNay + C.

Hence, with Lemma 6.2, we get

(€, Gn.0 — Cn.0)E) < [(¥n, Hyw) — NEp(9)] — 2N Relg, v q0(i8,@0)li—0) + CNay +C, (6-14)

where Egp denotes the translation-invariant Gross—Pitaevskii functional defined in (1-15).
To bound the second term on the right-hand side of the last equation, we proceed differently depending
on whether we want to show Theorem 1.1 or Theorem 1.2. To prove Theorem 1.2, we notice that

(@, v P03 i=0) = (@ (33 i=0) — (@2 . 0) (@, (18:@1)l=0)
= (0, (0:@)]i=0) (1 — (@, o)) + (@, ¥V = 19) (@) (8: 1) |1=0).-

With ay = tr [y — |¢)(¢l|, we obtain that

(9, A 208 @) li=0)| < Clan +an).
Since ay < ay, we conclude from (6-14) that

(£,(Gn.0— Cn.0)E) < C[Nay + Nby + 1].
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Inserting in (6-12) and using (6-11), we arrive at
1 ~ ~ _
1= (@1, vy 91) < Clay + by + N~"Texp(cexp(c|t])).

This concludes the proof of Theorem 1.2.
To show Theorem 1.1, we use instead the fact that

i0iGrlim0 = =A@+ (N*V(N ) fu(N -) % |p))g.

Since here we assume that the initial data ¢ = ¢gp is the minimizer of the Gross—Pitaevskii energy
functional (1-6), it must satisfy the Euler-Lagrange equation

—A@ + Vet + 8 aplp|*p = e
for some u € R. We find
i3 1li=0 = 1@ — Vexe@ + [(N*V(N -) fo(N -) % |9|*) — 8maolp|*1e.

Using (4-3), the fact that the minimizer ¢ of (1-6) is continuously differentiable and vanishes at infinity,
see [Lieb et al. 2000, Theorem 2.1], we obtain

IL(N?V(N ) foe(N -) * 9] — 8maple*lgll, < CN~!
and therefore
—2N Re(g, v\ q0(id,:3)li—0) < 2N Relp, ¥ qo(Vext + €)g) + C

for any constant k € R. Choosing ¥ > 0 so that Vi + « > 0 (from the assumptions, Ve is bounded
below), we find

—2NRe(p, v\ q0(id:3)li=0) < 2N Re(g, v (Vext +1)9) = 2N (@, "0} (9, (Ve +K)¢) + C
<2NRe(@, ¥ Vext + €)@) = 2N (@, (Vext + 1)@} + C(Nay + 1).

With Cauchy—Schwarz and since 0 < )/15,1) < 1 implies that ()/lf,l))2 < y,f,l), we get

—2NRe(g, ¥ 008,31 i=0) < N (9, ¥\ Vext + 1)1 0) = N(@, (Ve +1)9) + C(Nay + 1)
< Nty Vet = N(@, Vewg) + C(Nay +1).

Inserting back in (6-14) we conclude that, under the assumptions of Theorem 1.1,
(5, (Gn.0— Cn.008) < [, Hy" ) — NEGp ()1 + CNay + C < C[Nay + Nby + 11.
With (6-12) and (6-11), we find now
1— (@1, yshe1) < Clan +by + N~ Texp(cexp(clt))).

This concludes the proof of Theorem 1.1. U
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DIMENSIONAL CROSSOVER WITH
A CONTINUUM OF CRITICAL EXPONENTS FOR
NLS ON DOUBLY PERIODIC METRIC GRAPHS

RICCARDO ADAMI, SIMONE DOVETTA, ENRICO SERRA AND PAOLO TILLI

We investigate the existence of ground states for the focusing nonlinear Schrédinger equation on a
prototypical doubly periodic metric graph. When the nonlinearity power is below 4, ground states exist
for every value of the mass, while, for every nonlinearity power between 4 (included) and 6 (excluded),
a mark of L>-criticality arises, as ground states exist if and only if the mass exceeds a threshold value
that depends on the power. This phenomenon can be interpreted as a continuous transition from a
two-dimensional regime, for which the only critical power is 4, to a one-dimensional behavior, in which
criticality corresponds to the power 6. We show that such a dimensional crossover is rooted in the
coexistence of one-dimensional and two-dimensional Sobolev inequalities, leading to a new family of
Gagliardo—Nirenberg inequalities that account for this continuum of critical exponents.

1. Introduction

Since the first appearance of branched structures in the modeling of organic molecules [Ruedenberg and
Scherr 1953], through the development of the mathematical theory of quantum graphs [Berkolaiko and
Kuchment 2013; Post 2012], networks (or metric graphs) have provided a general and flexible tool to
describe dynamics in complex structures like systems of quantum wires, Josephson junctions, propagation
of signals through waveguides, and some related technologies. Pioneering studies about nonlinear systems
on metric graphs appeared in [Ali Mehmeti 1994; Ali Mehmeti et al. 2001], but more recently the research
on such topics has grown rapidly, and several results have been achieved on propagation of solitary waves
[Adami et al. 2011; Caudrelier 2015; Sobirov et al. 2010] and on stationary states [Sabirov et al. 2013;
Cacciapuoti et al. 2015; Noja 2014; Noja et al. 2015; Pelinovsky and Schneider 2017; Gnutzmann and
Waltner 2016].

In a series of recent works [Adami et al. 2015a; 2015b; 2016] we investigated the problem of existence
of ground states for the energy functional associated to the focusing, L>-subcritical and critical nonlinear
Schrodinger (NLS) equation

i Bu(r) = —u" (1) — [u ()P~ >u(t) ey

on finite noncompact metric graphs, i.e., branched structures with a finite number of vertices and edges,
and at least one infinite edge (i.e., a half-line).

MSC2010: 35Q55, 35R02.
Keywords: metric graphs, Sobolev inequalities, threshold phenomena, nonlinear Schrddinger equation.
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Figure 1. The grid G.
Specifically, by ground state on a metric graph G we mean every global minimizer of the energy

E,,(u):%/ |u’|2dx—lf u|? dx )
G P Jg

in the class of H'(G) functions with fixed L?>-norm (or mass) u > 0. The constraint is dynamically

functional

meaningful as the mass, as well as the energy, is conserved by the NLS flow, and the problem of the
existence of ground states is particularly relevant in the physics of Bose—Einstein condensates; see, e.g.,
[Adami et al. 2015a; 2015b; 2016; 2017b, Section 1].

In this paper we extend the analysis of the existence of ground states to a prototypical doubly periodic
metric graph G, particularly relevant in the applications, for which the techniques developed in previous
works (where noncompactness was due to one or more unbounded edges) do not apply: a two-dimensional
infinite grid isometrically embedded in R?, with vertices on the lattice Z? and edges of unit length (see
Figure 1).

Schrédinger equations on periodic metric graphs have received considerable attention in the last few
years. Linear problems have been extensively studied, and a fairly complete spectral analysis is now
available for different types of coupling conditions. We refer for instance to the early papers [Exner
1996; Exner and Gawlista 1996] treating rectangular lattices, as well as to Chapter 4 in [Berkolaiko
and Kuchment 2013] for a more up-to-date overview of several results in a general periodic setting.
Concerning the square grid we focus on, we specifically quote [Exner and Turek 2010] for some results
strictly rooted in the two-dimensional nature of the domain.

More recently, nonlinear problems have been addressed too. For instance, [Pelinovsky and Schneider
2017] considers a specific example of a structure periodic along a single direction, the so-called necklace
graph, via bifurcation techniques. From a variational point of view, the first investigation for very general
periodic graphs can be found in [Pankov 2018], where the approach is based on the Nehari method. We
notice that, for this reason, in that paper the problem of the existence of ground states with prescribed
mass cannot be dealt with.

Let us now discuss our results. We first note, roughly speaking, that macroscopically the grid G has
dimension 2, while microscopically it is of dimension 1. This peculiarity is absent in graphs with a finite
number of half-lines, where the two-dimensional scale is lacking, as well as in other two-dimensional
structures like Z2, where edges are missing and there is of course no microscopic one-dimensional structure
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[Weinstein 1999]. The presence of two scales in G results in a transition from a one-dimensional to
a two-dimensional behavior, which emerges in functional inequalities and influences the existence of
ground states. We shall refer to this phenomenon as dimensional crossover.

Before commenting further on this point, it is convenient to state our main results in a precise form.
We define, for u > 0, the mass-constrained set

HY Q) ={ueH' G : [;luPdx = p) 3)
and the corresponding “ground-state energy level”

E = inf E,(u), 4
p(M) weH)(0) p() 4

considered as a function &, : (0, +00) — RU {—00} of the mass . By a “ground states of mass u” we
mean a function u € H, ;(g) such that

Ep(u) = gp(ﬂ)
When p € (2, 4), ground states exist for every prescribed mass.

Theorem 1.1 (subcritical case). Assume 2 < p < 4. Then for every u > 0 there exists a ground state of
mass 4, and &€,(u) < 0.

The picture changes as the exponent of the nonlinearity increases.
Theorem 1.2 (dimensional crossover). For every p € [4, 6] there exists a critical mass |1, > 0 such that:
(1) If p € (4, 6) then ground states of mass |1 exist if and only if i > ), and
Ep(n) =0 if u =<y,
Ep(n) <0 if u> pp.

&)

(1) If p = 4 then ground states of mass | exist if | > |4, whereas they do not exist if @ < j14. Moreover
(5) is valid also when p = 4.

(iii) If p = 6 then there are no ground states, regardless of the value of u, and
E6() =0 if 1 = e,
Ee(p) = —00 if > pe.

(6)

We point out that, when p =4, the existence of ground states of mass @ = 14 is still an open problem.
For the sake of completeness, we also mention that when p > 6 one has £,(u) = —oo for every pu, as
one can easily see by a scaling argument.

In order to interpret Theorems 1.1 and 1.2, let us recall that in R% for the minimization of the NLS
energy under a mass constraint, there exists a critical exponent p; such that

(1) if p < pj, for every mass p > 0 the ground-state energy level is finite and negative, and is attained
by a ground state;

(2) if p > pj, for every mass > O the ground-state energy level equals —oo.
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It is well known [Cazenave 2003] that p}; = 4/d + 2 for the NLS in R, yielding p; =6forRand p; =4
for R% Furthermore, it has been proved in [Adami et al. 2015b; 2016] that for finite noncompact graphs
(i.e., graphs with finitely many edges, at least one of them being unbounded) the critical exponent is 6,
exactly as for R. Thus the exponents considered in Theorem 1.1 are subcritical both in dimension 1 and
2, which reflects into the typical subcritical flavor of the result.

In fact, the main novelty of the paper emerges in Theorem 1.2 and lies in the “splitting” of the critical
exponent p7 induced by the twofold nature (one-/two-dimensional) of the grid. Indeed, on the grid G:

(1) p =4 is the supremum of those exponents p such that £,(u) is finite and negative (and attained by
a ground state) for every u > 0.

(2) p = 6is the infimum of those exponents p such that £,(u) = —oo for every u > 0.

Besides, let us stress another remarkable aspect of the dimensional crossover. In R, as well as on
noncompact finite graphs, the critical exponent is characterized by the existence of a critical mass in the
following sense: for smaller masses every function has positive energy, while for larger masses there are
functions with negative energy (as already mentioned, on a noncompact finite graph such a critical mass
arises only when p = 6).

On the contrary, on the grid G a similar notion of critical mass (the number ., in Theorem 1.2) arises
for every p € [4, 6], so that, in this respect, every exponent within this range is, in fact, critical (see
Remark 2.5). Beyond this critical mass, however, the energy is still bounded from below and a ground
state exists, as if the problem had kept track of the subcriticality of the exponent p < 6 at the microscopic
scale.

From the point of view of functional analysis, the dimensional crossover is due to the simultaneous
validity, for every function u € W'1(G), of the two inequalities

lullLeg) < ||M/||L1(g), ||14||L2(g) = ||M/||L'(g)- (7
Of these, the former is typical of dimension 1, modeled on the well-known inequality
lvllzo@ < 31V 1wy forall ve WHIER), (8)
while the latter is the formal analogue of the Sobolev inequality in R?
loll2@) < ClIVlLiE)  forallve WHI(R?),

and is typical of dimension 2. As discussed in Section 2, either inequality in (7) yields a particular
version of the Gagliardo—Nirenberg inequality in H'(G) ((12) and (18) respectively). By interpolation,
one obtains the critical Gagliardo—Nirenberg inequalities

(p=2)/2
f|u|pdx < K,,(f |u|2dx> /|u’|2dx for all u € H' (), )
g g g
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which, being valid for every exponent p € [4, 6], give rise to a continuum of critical exponents (see also
Remark 2.5). Indeed, using (9), the NLS energy in (2) can be estimated from below as

2K
Ep(u) > %(l - —”/L(’”_z)”) / ') dx,
p G

which shows that E,(u) > O for every u € Hli (G), as soon as

2/(p=2)
P
()
2K,

The number in the right-hand side of this inequality is thus the critical mass 1), of Theorem 1.2.

Finally we would like to point out that we have chosen the grid G to illustrate our results because it is
the simplest doubly periodic metric graph, on which computations and proofs are particularly transparent.
It should be clear however that many other doubly periodic graphs can be treated with the methods
developed in the present work. Among these, we explicitly mention the hexagonal grid, a model for
graphene.

At the core of the results stands the double periodicity of the graph, which is responsible for the
occurrence of phenomena such as the dimensional crossover. To exploit the double periodicity on a
concrete given graph one must of course alter some parts of the proofs presented in this paper (e.g.,
the proof of Theorem 2.2) to adapt them to the particular features of the graph under study. We plan
to illustrate this with the detailed study of some other particular graphs, significantly relevant for the
applications, in forthcoming papers.

2. Inequalities

In this section we establish some fundamental inequalities for functions on the grid.

For notational purposes, it is convenient to describe the grid G as isometrically embedded in R?, with
the lattice Z? as set of vertices, and an edge of length 1 joining every pair of adjacent vertices. In this
way, it is natural to interpret G as the union of horizontal lines { H;} and vertical lines {V}}, which cross
at every vertex (k, j) € 72,

As on any metric graph, to deal with the energy functional (2), the natural functional framework
is given by the standard spaces L”(G) and H'(G). With the notation for G introduced above, for the
L? norms we have

||u||ip<g)=Z||u||£p(Hj>+Z||u||§p<vk)=Z/ |u(x>|pdx+2/ )P dx <oco  (10)
jez keZ jez Y Hi kez ¥ Vk
and

[l oogy = sup{llullLooay, lull oo vy}, (1D
jk

while

2 2 2
”u”Hl(g) = ”u”LZ(g) + ||u/||L2(g)'
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Here, as usual, H'! (G) denotes the space of functions on G whose restriction to every horizontal and
vertical line belongs to H '(R), and that, in addition, are continuous at every vertex of G. In Theorem 2.2
we shall also need the space W!1(G), similarly defined as the space of functions on G whose restriction to
every horizontal and vertical line belongs to W!!(R) and that, in addition, are continuous at every vertex.

Remark. In the following, symbols like ||u||, stand for |[u||zr). When the domain of integration is
different from G, it will always be indicated in the norm.

First we recall the standard Gagliardo—Nirenberg inequality, which (up to a multiplicative constant
C > 1 on the right-hand side) is valid on any noncompact metric graph; a proof in the general framework
can be found in [Adami et al. 2016]. Here, for the sake of completeness, we shall give a short proof
tailored to the grid G which, by the way, yields a slightly sharper estimate.

Theorem 2.1 (one-dimensional Gagliardo—Nirenberg inequality). For every p € [2, 00) one has

1

1/2+1 2—1
lll, < N> P 0 1127YP for allu € HY(G) (12)

and, moreover,

lulloo < lluelly 1’113/ forallu e H'(G). (13)

Proof. Since [lull, < [lullss>? [lu]l3/?, it suffices to prove (13). On the other hand, given u € H'(G), we

have u? e W1 (Hj;) for every horizontal line H; of G. Then, applying (8) with v = u® on Hj; yields
IIMII%oo(Hj) =< /H lu()u' () dx < Nl 2 1l 20y < Nl 2yl L2(g)-
j
Since clearly this inequality remains true if we replace H; with any vertical line Vi, (13) follows

immediately from (11). (]

As already mentioned, inequalities like (12) and (13) hold for every noncompact graph. On the contrary,
the next inequality, and its consequences below, rely on the two-dimensional web structure of the grid G.

Theorem 2.2 (two-dimensional Sobolev inequality). For every u € whlg),
luellz < 3] (14)

Proof. Given u € WLH(G), we have
||u||§=Z/ |u<x)|2dx+2f u(y)I* dy. (15)
jez Y Hi kez ¥ Vi
First observe that, for each k, using (8) we obtain
lu(Fdy < lullp=y [ lu()ldy < %Ilu'llka)/ lu(y)ldy. (16)
Vi Vi Vi

Then, for each j € Z, consider the horizontal lines H; and H; 1, and denote by P; the path in G obtained
by joining together the half-line of H; to the left of Vi, the vertical segment of V; between H; and H,
(which we denote by I;), and the half-line of H; to the right of V} (see Figure 2).
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[T I P T,

Figure 2. The path P; (thick in the picture).

Since in particular u € W“(Pj), and the metric graph P; is isometric to R, we find from (8)
lu(y)| < %/ lu'(x)|dx forall y € [
f)j

and, since /; has length 1, integrating this inequality over /; yields

/ lu(y)|dy < %f |u'(x)|dx forall j €Z. 17)
I P;
Now observe that ' '
= Up=wulH.
JjeZ jeZ jez

and moreover, up to a negligible set, the paths {P;} (j € Z) are mutually disjoint: therefore, summing
(17) over j € Z yields

[ wonay<5( |u/(y)|dy+;/Hj /00l dx) = %(vm;hj)

having set, for brevity, vy = ka lu’(y)|dy and hj = fH, |u’(x)| dx. Combining with (16), and summing
J

1
Z/ u()Pdy <) vk(vk +Zh.,->~
kY Vk k i
Of course, by the symmetry of G, we also have

Zf o) dx < i; i +ka)

and summing the last two inequalities we find
| 1 2
lell gy < Z(Z(h,% +10) +2Zh,vk> < Z(Z hic+ vk> = 714171 g)- O
k ok k

Theorem 2.3 (two-dimensional Gagliardo—Nirenberg inequality). For every p € [2, 00) one has

over k, one obtains

lull, < Clluly 1 1577 forallu € H'(G), (18)

where C is an absolute constant.
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Proof. Given p € [2, 00), we have

lull, < llully” ||ullp+2, (19)
where
1-6 N 6 1 . 91 4 20)
_t——=—, e, =1-—.
2 p+2 p p?

Now observe that u € L°°(G) by (13), and hence ultr/2 belongs to WL1(G) since p > 2. Therefore, we
can replace u with u!*P/2 in (14), thus obtaining

14+p/2 _ p+2
552 < f| WP ) dx < P75 et 1 a4 B

Raising to the power 2/(p 4 2) we find
2/(p+2)
2/(p+2 p+2
lutll iz < Cllae| /P2 |5/ € = sup<T> ; @1
p=2
one may take, e.g., C = % Plugging this inequality into (19) gives

1-60 ~6 0 2 20/(p+2)
leellp < Neelly ™ €O fla 5P/ P+’ 37

and (18) follows using (20), after elementary computations. O

Corollary 2.4 (interdimensional Gagliardo—Nirenberg inequality). There exists a universal constant
C > 0 such that, for every p € [2, 00),

_ p—2
lullp < Cllully ™l forall a € [ 2

p—2]
, forallu € H'(G). (22)
p

In particular, for every p € [4, 6] there exists a constant K, depending only on p, such that
-2
lull? < Kpllully“Nlu'll3 forallu e H'(G). (23)

Proof. Observe that (22) reduces to (12) (where C = 1) when « = (p — 2)/(2p), while it reduces to (18),
where C < % by (21), when o = (p —2)/p. Then (22) is established also for every intermediate value
of «, since the right-hand side is a convex function of «, with a constant C independent of p and «.
Finally, when p € [4, 6], (23) is obtained letting « = 2/p in (22) (the condition p € [4, 6] guarantees
that this choice of « is admissible). The constant K, in (23) is the best possible (i.e., the smallest); of
course K, < C” for every p € [4, 6], where C is the constant appearing in (22). U

Remark 2.5. In R¢, when dealing with the NLS energy

1
) Vu ||iz(Rd)

1
- ; ||l/l ||€17(Rd)

in the presence of an L mass constraint, the relevant version of the Gagliardo—Nirenberg (G-N) inequality
is
d(p—2)

lull Lo ey < Cllullys @Vl ey,  @= EETER (24)
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valid as soon as « € [0, 1); see [Leoni 2009]. When p = 2 4 4/d, this inequality becomes critical for
the NLS energy because o = 2/p (i.e., the exponents in the inequality become as in (23)), and a critical
mass /4, comes into play. Now, while in (24) this critical exponent p =2+ 4/d is uniquely determined
by the ambient space R?, on the grid G every p € [4, 6] is critical for the NLS energy, since one can let
o =2/p in (22) (and obtain (23)) not just for one particular p, but for every p € [4, 6].

Formally, solving for d in (24), for fixed « we can interpret (22) as a G-N inequality in dimension
d =2uap/(p — 2): we call (22) interdimensional since d ranges over [1, 2] as « varies (this is in
contrast with (24), where the exponent « is uniquely determined by p and the space dimension d). With
this interpretation, (23) (which is just (22) with @« = 2/p) can be seen as a critical G-N inequality in
dimension d =4/(p—2) so that, formally, every p € [4, 6] can be seen as the critical exponent p =2+44/d,
in a fractal scaling dimension d € [1, 2].

3. Proof of Theorem 1.1

In this section we prove Theorem 1.1.

Remark 3.1. Note that, for every u > 0 and p < 6, the one-dimensional Gagliardo—Nirenberg inequality
(12) ensures that £,(u) is finite and E, is coercive on H /i (G) [Adami et al. 2016].

Recalling (3) and (4), we first prove a dichotomy lemma for minimizing sequences, which is useful in
proving the existence of ground states.

Lemma 3.2 (dichotomy). Given u > 0and p € (2,6), let {u,} CH ;i (G) be a minimizing sequence for Ep,
ie.,

nll>n;o Ep(uy) =Ep(1),
and assume that u, — u weakly in H'(G) and pointwise a.e. on G. If

m = p— |ull3 € [0, u] (25)
denotes the loss of mass in the limit, then either m =0 or m = .

Proof. We assume that 0 < m < p and seek a contradiction. According to the Brezis—Lieb lemma [1983],
we can write
E,(uy) =E,(uy, —u)+E,(u)+o(l) asn— oo, (26)

and, since u, — u in L*(G),
ity — ull3 = llunll3 + Nl — 2(un, ) — p — ull3 =m (27)

as n — oo. Now, for n large enough,

5p(,lL) = Ep (i”z(un - M)

”un_u

m

:1 /||2 1 /"Lp/z 19
2 {|un —ull3

Wl = =l <
n 2

E,(u, —u),
plluy —ull} P

oy, =
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since ||u, —ull, #0 and [lu, — u||% < u. Thus,

it — ul|?
E,(u, —u) > %mm,

and by (27)
liminf £, (u, — ) > — &, (10).
n 5
Thus, taking the liminf in (26) we find
m
Ep() 2 - Ep(1) + Ep(w). (28)

Similarly, since u # 0 we also have

N Lo s L P w
g <E,( —XE_u) <= - P E 29

and, as &£,(u) > —oo by Remark 3.1, from (28) we finally obtain

m nw—m
Ep(p) > " Ep(u) + T Ep(u) = Ep(n),
a contradiction. O

Proposition 3.3. Assume p < 6 and £,(u) is strictly negative. Then there exists u € H ;i (G) such that

Ep(u) = gp(ﬂ)-

Proof. Let {u,} C H;(g) be a minimizing sequence for E,. Since p < 6, Remark 3.1 yields that
Ep(p) > —oo and u, is bounded in H (@), and by translating each u,, (exploiting the periodicity of G)
we can also assume that u,, attains its L°°-norm on a compact set X’ C G independent of n. Therefore, up
to subsequences, u, converges weakly in H (@), and strongly in L} (G), to some function u € H L©).
Setting m := u — ||u||%, from Lemma 3.2 one sees that either m =0 or m = . If m = pu then u = 0, but

in this case u, — 0 in L°°(G), since in particular, u,, — u = 0 uniformly on K. Therefore we would have
1 _ 22 _
Epte) =~ a5 [ fualP dr = =2y 127 >
P G 4

contradicting the fact that £, () < 0.
Thus it must be that m = 0, so that u, — u strongly in L>(G) and therefore u H}}(G). Moreover,
since u,, is bounded in L*°(G), u, — u strongly also in L?(G). Then

Ep(1) = Ep(u) = liminf E(uy) = £ (1)
by weak lower semicontinuity, and the proof is complete. ([

Remark 3.4. It is interesting to compare Proposition 3.3 with Theorem 3.3 in [Adami et al. 2016].
According to that result, in a finite noncompact graph the energy threshold under which the existence of a
ground state of a given mass is guaranteed equals the energy of the soliton on R with the same mass. On
the contrary, on the grid G the absence of half-lines and the periodicity pushes the energy threshold up
to zero. This makes some proofs easier, since finding a function with negative energy is far easier than



DIMENSIONAL CROSSOVER WITH A CONTINUUM OF CRITICAL EXPONENTS FOR NLS 1607

finding a function whose energy lies below a particular negative number. In fact, this task is immediately
accomplished when p < 4, as we now show.

Proof of Theorem 1.1. In view of Proposition 3.3, it suffices to construct a function in H ;i (G) with negative

e 1—e2\!/2
e = (7 T) GO

and consider the function of two variables

energy. Given u > 0, for ¢ > 0 let

0e(x, y) = ke DD (y) e R

Now, as described in Section 2, we can consider G isometrically embedded in R2 with its vertices on
the lattice Z2 and we can define u, : G — R as the restriction of @, to the grid G. Observe that, on every
horizontal line H; of G, u takes the form ke eXIF1ID and a similar expression holds on vertical lines.
Since for every A > 0

rE

/ e Ml gy == and E e el = e ,
R AE 1—e e
jez

recalling (30) we obtain

/|”€| dx—22[ |ue | dx_2;c22 28|J[ “2elxl gy = gy

JEL jez

/ lul|* dx = 2.
g

This shows in particular that u, € H ; (G). Similarly, observing that x, ~ ¢4//2 as € — 0, we obtain the
expansion

and, since |u, (x)| = &|ug(x)|,

2 14eer
/ uel? dx =2 :/ el dx =260 = +e e~ CuPer ™ ase 0,
jez

where C depends only on p. Therefore, as ¢ — 0,
Eylue) ~ 56— 267, 31)
so that E,(u,) < 0 (for ¢ small enough) when p < 4. This proves that, when p <4, £,(u) < 0 for every

wu > 0. Moreover, since in particular p < 6, Remark 3.1 guarantees that £,(u) is finite. The result then
follows from Proposition 3.3. (Il

4. Proof of Theorem 1.2

In the following we assume that the constants K, in the Gagliardo—Nirenberg inequality (23) are the
smallest possible. In other words, for p € [4, 6] we let

llull
K,= sup Qp(u), where Qp(u):%. (32)
ueH' Q) llaelly ~llu’l15
uz=0
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The critical masses (, mentioned in Theorem 1.2 are defined in terms of the constants K, as follows.

Definition 4.1. For every p € [4, 6] we define the critical mass (1), as the positive number

p 2/(p=2)

Wp = <—) . (33)
P2k,
This definition is natural due to the identity
1 2 -

Ep0) = 3 IW13(1 =~ @p(on?™"2) forall u e H}(G). (34)

which, using Q,(u) < K, and (33), leads to the lower bound

1. s w (r=2)/2 X

E,(u) > §||u ||2(1 — (M_p> ) forall u € Hﬂ(g), 35

which will be widely used in the sequel.

Remark 4.2. On the real line R, when p = 6 the ground-state level

&6 (W) = inf{ FI1w' 172y — glwllfe | w e Hy®}, 1>0, (36)
is attained by a ground state if and only if u = u?, where the number
/3
e =" (37)

is the critical mass of the real line; see [Adami et al. 2017a]. Up to sign and translations, the ground states
(of mass ,LL”;) are the soliton ¢(x) = sech(2x/~/3)!/2 together with all its mass-preserving rescalings
05.(x) = v/Ap(Ax) (. > 0). There holds

Ew =0 if < pug, a8)
E8 () =—o00 if ju < pug

so that in particular ground states have zero energy. Another related quantity is the optimal constant in
the Gagliardo—Nirenberg inequality on R, i.e., the number

lwllfs 4
R LS(R)
Kg = sup 7] > == (39)
weHl([l"\P) ”w”LZ(R)”w ||L2(R)
w0

(note that ,u”§ =3/K g@)l/ 2 which is formally consistent with (33) when p = 6).

The following proposition gives a complete picture of the problem on the grid G when p = 6 and,
moreover, provides the exact values of ug and Kg.

Proposition 4.3. There hold e = M? = n«/§/2 and K¢ = KéR = 4/7% Moreover there holds (1) =
é’gg (w) for every u > 0, but the infimum

Eo(p) = inf{31u'lI 75, = glullfsig | u € Hy(@}, 1>0, (40)

is never attained.



DIMENSIONAL CROSSOVER WITH A CONTINUUM OF CRITICAL EXPONENTS FOR NLS 1609

Proof. By a density argument, the infimum in (36) can be restricted to functions w € H ll([R{) having
compact support. In fact, by a mass-preserving transformation w(x) — w(x/e2)/e, one can restrict to
functions supported in the interval I = [—%, %] Then, by interpreting this interval as one of the edges
of the grid G, any function w € H ;(IR) supported in / can be embedded in H ;i (G) by setting w =0 on
G\ 1, thus providing an admissible function in (40). This proves that (1) < 85 (un) for every p > 0.
Similarly, starting from the supremum in (39), by the same argument one proves that K¢ > K gf.

To prove the opposite inequalities we argue as follows. Given a nonnegative function u € H'(G)
(u #£0), let xg € G be a point where u achieves its absolute maximum ||« ~, and let P be any path in G
such that xp € P and P is isometric to the real line R (a natural choice for P is the horizontal/vertical
line of G that contains xg). Since u(xg) = ||#||co and u(x) — 0 as x — 300 along P (in both directions
away from xg), the continuity of u guarantees that N (¢) > 2 for every t € (0, ||u#]o0), Where

N@)=#xeglulx)=1} (41)

counts the number of preimages in G. Then, if # € H'(R) denotes the symmetric rearrangement of u
on R, applying Proposition 3.1 of [Adami et al. 2015b] we obtain

1@ Nl 2wy < lu'll22(g). il r @ = lullr forallr (42)
so that, by the definition of K éR in (39), we can estimate
6 A6 Ry~ 4 NI Ry, 4 2
”M ||L6(g) = ”M ”L(’(R) 5 K6 ”l/l ”LZ(R) || (u)/||L2([R) E K6 ”Ll ||L2(g) ||u,||L2(g)~
Therefore, K¢ < K éR by (32). Similarly, for the NLS energy we have
@ 172 — 181 ey < 316 1726, — g 10156 (43)

and, since 1 € H;(R) whenever u € Hli (G), this proves that E?(,u) < & () for every pu > 0.

Now assume that, for some w, a function u € H ;1 (G) achieves the infimum &g(w) in (40). Then, since
85{ () = Es(1), (43) shows that, necessarily (i) & achieves the infimum Sg%(,u) in (36); (ii) equality must
occur in (43), i.e., in (42). Now, condition (i) gives that # is a soliton on R (necessarily of mass M"é),
while (ii) implies, see Proposition 3.1 of [Adami et al. 2015b], that N(t) = 2 in (41), i.e., that u" (1)
has exactly two elements for almost every ¢ € (0, ||u#]~); then, since every vertex of G has degree 4, u
must vanish at every vertex and is necessarily supported in a single edge of G. So & has compact support
too, which is incompatible with & being a soliton. This contradiction shows the infimum in (40) is not
achieved.

Finally, (33) with p = 6 yields u6 = /3/Ke = 7+/3/2; hence 116 = ¥ by (37). O

Proof of Theorem 1.2. The case where p = 6 has already been proved through Proposition 4.3. The rest
of the proof is divided into three parts.

Computation of £,(u) when p € [4, 6). First observe that, in the proof of Theorem 1.1, no restriction on
p was used to construct u, and obtain (31), which is therefore valid also when p > 4. As a consequence,
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in this case, letting ¢ — 0 in (31) we obtain
Ep(p) < limiélep(us) <0 forall p>4, forall u>O0. (44)
e—

Moreover, (35) shows that £,() > 0 when u < ). This, combined with (44), proves the first part of
(5), also when p = 4.

Now fix a mass p > i, and a number ¢ > 0. Since the quotient Q ,(u) in (32) is unaltered if u is
replaced with Au, there exists u € H ;i (G) such that

P
0, () = lluell’p
|7

(P*Z)/leu/”% =5 (45)

Plugging this into (34), and then using (33), we can estimate

2 (p—2)/2
E. (u —1 12 _ = (p—2)/2 1 2 n 2¢e (p=2)/2
p 2 2 p ) 2 ; ==

Since (4 > wp, this quantity is strictly negative if ¢ is small enough. Thus, for u > u,, £,(n) < 0.
Moreover, when p < 6, £,(u) > —oo by Remark 3.1. This proves the second part of (5), also when
p=4.

Ground states when p € [4, 6) and |1 # . When > ), (5) (valid also when p = 4) shows that £, (u)
is finite and negative; hence a ground state exists by Proposition 3.3. When u < p,, &€,(u) =0 by (5),
but (35) reveals that E,(u) > O for every u € H :L (G). Therefore, no ground state exists in this case.

Ground states when p € (4,6) and u = u,. Since by (5) £,(u,) = 0, we can no longer rely on
Proposition 3.3, and another argument is needed to show that £,(u ) is in fact achieved.
Arguing as for (45), let u,, € H, ﬁp (G) be a sequence of functions such that

lim 0, () = lim —ele e (46)
n PR T P=2)/2 42 P
Mp IIMnllz
We shall bound Q,(u,) in two different ways. First, from the Gagliardo—Nirenberg inequality (12) we
obtain - -
SN 1 e A
pi\tn) = ~2)/2 - 6-p)/2°
s 17 I 174

Secondly, interpolating and then using (23) with p = 4, we obtain

p—4 4 2 2
0, () < lunlloo  llunlly <|lu ||l,,,4K4||Mn||2||M§,||2 — e, [ K4
PRERT = (p=2)/2y. — Hnllco (p=2)/2y, 2 N0 (p—4)/2°
Mp ||Mn||2 Mp ””nnz Mp

Recalling (46), from these two bounds we infer that |lu,||» < C (compactness) and |u,|lcc > C -1
(nondegeneracy) for some constant C > 0 independent of n. Thus {u,} is bounded in H (@) and, up
to translations, we can also assume that each u,, achieves its L°° norm on some compact set X C G
independent of n. Then, up to subsequences, u, — u in H'(G) for some u € H'(G), and u,, — u in

L5 (G); in particular, u, — u uniformly on K and, since ||u, ||z« > C —1 uis not identically zero.
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Finally, writing (34) with u = u,, and u = p,,, since ||u,, ||, < C we find

| 2 Q)

C2
1z (p—2)/2
|Ep(”n)| = ) 1 pr(“n)Mpp Kp

:_‘1
2

’

having used (33). Therefore, E,(u,) — 0 by (46) and, since £,(u,) =0, u, is a minimizing sequence
for E,, so that Lemma 3.2 applies: since we already know that u is not identically zero, we obtain that
||u||% = Up,l.e,u € Hﬁp (G). But then u is the required minimizer: indeed, u,, — u strongly in L>(G)
hence also in L?(G), and by weak lower semicontinuity we obtain

Epitp) < Ep(u) < liminf E, () = £, (11,). O
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MATIAS GONZALO DELGADINO AND FRANCESCO MAGGI

We show that among sets of finite perimeter balls are the only volume-constrained critical points of the
perimeter functional.

1. Introduction

1.1. Sets of finite perimeter and the isoperimetric problem. The Euclidean isoperimetric theorem is
probably the most basic result in the calculus of variations. There are many different proofs of the
isoperimetry of balls in different classes of competitors, thus motivating the question: which is the natural
competition class in which the isoperimetric theorem can be formulated? From the perspective of the
modern calculus of variations, the answer is found by looking at the relaxation of the perimeter functional.
Following the seminal work of De Giorgi [1954; 1955] we consider as particularly natural his formulation
of the Euclidean isoperimetric problem in the class of sets of finite perimeter. The characterization of
Euclidean balls as the only isoperimetric sets among sets of finite perimeter was achieved in [De Giorgi
1958]. By using the compactness properties of sets of finite perimeter, De Giorgi shows the existence of
global minimizers (isoperimetric sets). Next, he shows that distributional perimeter is decreased under
Steiner symmetrization, thus deducing that Steiner symmetrization applied to an isoperimetric set leads to
an equality case in the Steiner perimeter inequality. He finally derives some necessary conditions for being
an equality case in the Steiner perimeter inequality, in order to deduce the sphericity of isoperimetric sets.

Despite the intimate connection between sets of finite perimeter and the isoperimetric problem, a
characterization of balls as the only critical points in the isoperimetric problem among sets of finite
perimeter is currently missing. The main result of this paper is showing the validity of this characterization.

The problem is already subtle in the case of local minimizers. By a local minimizer we mean a set of
finite perimeter which minimizes perimeter among variations compactly supported in a fixed neighborhood
of its own boundary. In particular, local minimality does not allow for perimeter comparison with sets
obtained by symmetrization, thus ruling out the use of De Giorgi’s original argument. In Euclidean
spaces of dimension less than or equal to 7 the problem can be settled by the means of the regularity
theory for local perimeter minimizers. In fact, in these dimensions any local minimizer is a bounded
smooth set with constant mean curvature. One can then combine the strong maximum principle with the
geometric construction known as the moving planes method (Alexandrov’s theorem [1962]) to deduce
the sphericity of the boundary. But this strategy fails in dimension 8 or larger, as boundaries of local

MSC2010: 35193, 49Q15, 49Q20, 53C21, 53C45.
Keywords: constant mean curvature, geometric measure theory, isoperimetric problem, sets of finite perimeter, varifolds, mean
curvature flow.
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perimeter minimizers could have, in principle, singular points, where local graphicality fails [Simons
1968]. Actually, it has been recently shown that local volume-constrained perimeter minimizers in
nonconvex perturbations of the unit ball may indeed have singularities [Sternberg and Zumbrun 2018].

The problem is open in every dimension for critical points, that is, sets of finite perimeter and finite
volume such that the first variation of perimeter under volume-fixing flows vanishes. These sets have
constant mean curvature in a very natural (distributional) sense. However, at variance with the case
of local minimizers, there seems to be no obvious way, even in low dimensions, to exploit regularity
theorems and the moving planes method to conclude their sphericity.

Here we approach this problem by combining regularity theorems and maximum principles with
various geometric constructions inspired by the proof of Alexandrov’s theorem in [Montiel and Ros 1991].
We thus extend De Giorgi’s isoperimetric theorem from the case of global minimizers to that of critical
points in the isoperimetric problem.

Theorem 1. Among sets of finite perimeter and finite volume, finite unions of balls with equal radii are
the unique critical points of the Euclidean isoperimetric problem.

Remark. Theorem 1 is stated in terms of finite unions of balls. By assuming indecomposability (the
measure-theoretic analogue of connectedness) of our critical points, we can change “finite unions of
balls” to “a single ball”. However, it seems natural to consider finite unions of mutually tangent balls as
genuinely distinct critical points of the perimeter functional. Indeed, as proved in [Ciraolo and Maggi
2017; Delgadino et al. 2018] (and as it has been known for a much longer time in the case of parametrized
surfaces [Brezis and Coron 1984; Struwe 1984]), finite unions of mutually tangent balls are the unique
limits of sequences of bounded connected smooth sets with bounded perimeters and scalar mean curvatures
which converge to a constant. In short, finite unions of mutually tangent balls are the limit points of
Palais—Smale sequences for the isoperimetric problem among connected open sets with smooth boundary.

Remark. Wente’s torus [1986] provides an example of an integer rectifiable varifold with multiplicity 1
in R? which has constant distributional mean curvature and is not a sphere. Clearly, Wente’s torus is not
the boundary of a set of finite perimeter. From this point of view, Theorem 1 seems to identify the most
general family of surfaces such that constant distributional mean curvature implies sphericity.

While uniqueness and symmetry results for global minimizers can be obtained by a wealth of methods
(symmetrization, mass transportation, etc.), the methods employed in the case of critical points/solutions
to geometric PDEs, that we are aware of, require a sufficient degree of smoothness (e.g., the classical
Alexandrov theorem [1962]). Addressing this kind of issue without assuming smoothness seems a novel
aspect of Theorem 1. This point could be particularly useful in proving convergence of geometric flows
to unions of balls. Indeed, without strong assumptions like convexity or star-shapedness, global-in-
time existence results for geometric flows hold only in a weak (either distributional or viscous) sense.
Corollary 2 below should be useful in this context. To better illustrate this point, and to state the corollary
itself, we introduce some terminology. In Theorem 1 we consider Borel sets  in R"*! with the following
properties:
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(i) Finite perimeter: There exists a Borel set d*Q which is covered, up to an H"-negligible set, by
countably many graphs of C! functions from R”" to R"*, and a Borel vector field vg : 8*Q2 — S" such
that a generalized version of the divergence theorem holds:

/divX:/ X -vgdH" forall X e CH(R"; R"H1). (1-1)
Q 0*Q

Here H" denotes the n-dimensional Hausdorff measure on R"*1,

(ii) Constant distributional mean curvature: There exists A € R such that
/ div? X dn" = ,\f X -vgdH" forall X e CH(R"; R"T1). (1-2)
9*Q *Q
Here div?™® X = div X — v - (VX)[vq] is the tangential divergence of X along 0*2. Condition (1-2) is
equivalent to asking that 2 be a critical point in the Euclidean isoperimetric problem, that is,

4] P(h@) =0 (1-3)
whenever {f;}|;|<1 is a volume-preserving variation of 2. Namely, each f; is a diffeomorphism with
f: = 1d outside of a compact set, fy = Id, and | f;(2)| = |€2| for every |t| < 1, where |Q2| denotes
the Lebesgue measure, or volume, of . When € is an open bounded set with C?-boundary, as in
Alexandrov’s theorem, one simply has 9% = 92 and (1-3) is equivalent to asking that d€2 have constant

mean curvature.

With this terminology in place, we can state the following corollary of Theorem 1.
Corollary 2. If {Q2;}jen and Q2 are sets of finite perimeter in R such that
lim |Q;AQ]=0, lim P(Q;) = P(), (1-4)
j—o0 j—o0
and if the distributional mean curvatures of the Q2; converge to a constant A € R, i.e.,
lim (div?" Y X —AX -vg)dH" =0 forall X € C}(R"™; R™™), (1-5)
]—>00 3*9./, ’
then A =nP(Q)/(n+1)|R2| and Q is a finite union of balls of radius n/A.

Remark. Notice that (1-5) holds whenever each €2; has distributional mean curvature Hg; € L” (H"L0%€2;)
for some p > 1 (see (2-7) and (2-16) below) and

lim |Ho, — AP dH" = 0. (1-6)
J=00 Jorq;
Remark. Global-in-time weak solutions of the volume-preserving mean curvature flow have been con-
structed in [Mugnai et al. 2016] following the method proposed by Almgren, Taylor and Wang [Almgren
et al. 1993] and Luckhaus and Sturzenhecker [1995]. Considering [Mugnai et al. 2016, Theorem 2.3.2] and
(1-5), it seems reasonable to conjecture that, for a large class of initial data and along time subsequences
tj — 00, the evolution {€2(z) : t > 0} should converge to finite union of balls. This is indeed the case,
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with a single ball as the limit for # — oo, when the initial data is uniformly smooth and convex, as proved
in a classical theorem of [Huisken 1987]. As geometric evolutions unavoidably produce singularities,
Theorem 1 should turn out to be a fundamental ingredient in attacking such questions.

1.2. The Montiel-Ros argument. Our starting point is the beautiful proof of Alexandrov’s theorem in
[Montiel and Ros 1991], which we now recall. Assume that €2 is a bounded open set with smooth
boundary and positive mean curvature Hg with respect to its outer unit normal vg. Denote by {k;}7_, the
principal curvatures of d€2, indexed in increasing order so that x,, > Hq/n > 0, set u(y) = dist(y, 0€2)
for each y € €2, and define

1

Kn (X)

Z={(x,t)68S2x[R:0<t§ }, (x,t)=x—tvg(x), ((x,t)eZ. (1-7)

Let us denote by B, (x) the Euclidean ball in R"*! with center at x and radius p. If y € Q, then By (y)
touches €2 from inside at a point x € 9€2, where k,(x) < 1/u(y), i.e., u(y) < 1/k,(x). In particular,
QcC¢(2) (1-8)
and by the area formula, with J#¢ denoting the tangential Jacobian of ¢ along Z,
1/in(x) "
121 <15(2)] < H0(§1(y))dy:/ JEg di! =/ d?—L;’/ [T —tei o)) ar.
2(Z) z a0 0 e

By the arithmetic-geometric mean inequality and by «, > Hq/n,

1/Kn (x) 1 n n
fe] 5/ d%;/ <— Z(l—t;c,-(x))) dt
aQ 0 e

n/Hgq(x) H. n dH"
Sf d?—lﬁ/ <1—t Q(x)) dt = — , (1-9)
il 0 n n+1 Jye Ho
so that we have proved the Heintze—Karcher inequality
dH"
Q< — : (1-10)
n+1 Jye He

If Hg is constantly equal to some A € R, then, by combining the divergence theorems (1-1) and (1-2)
(see (2-24) below), we find A = nH"(02)/(n + 1)|2|. Hence equality holds throughout the argument,
d€2 is umbilical, and thus is a sphere. In this way the Montiel-Ros argument provides a very effective
proof of Alexandrov’s theorem.

1.3. The Montiel-Ros argument revisited. As the Montiel-Ros argument heavily relies on the smooth-
ness of d€2, it does not seem obvious how to adapt it to the case when €2 is a set with finite volume, finite
perimeter and constant distributional mean curvature.

From the point of view of regularity of 9<2, the starting point is given by the regularity theory of [Allard
1972]; see [Simon 1983; De Lellis 2008]. Up to modifying €2 on a set of volume zero, we can assume that
2 is open and that its topological boundary 9€2 can be split into a closed subset ¥ with H"(X) =0, and
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a relatively open subset 0*2 = 92\ ¥ which is locally an analytic constant mean curvature hypersurface,
characterized by the property that for every x € Q2
H"(By(x)N9€2)

x €93*Q ifandonlyif lim = wy,
p—0F p"

where w, is the volume of the unit ball in R". It is thus natural to redefine Z by replacing d€2 with 9*<Q2
in (1-7); i.e.,

Z:{(x,t)ea*QxR:0<t§ } (1-11)

Kp (x)

where it is still true that the largest principal curvature «,, is positive along 0*2.

Given this choice of Z, in order to obtain (1-8) we would need to show that, for every y € Q, B, y)(y)
touches 02 at a point x € 3*2. This is not obvious as we just know that ¥ = 92\ 9*Q is H"-negligible.
Actually, this is false for an arbitrary point y € Q: this is the case when 2 is a union of two mutually
tangent balls, x is a tangency point between two balls, and y is any point between x and the center of
one of the balls. A cheap argument (see Lemma 3) shows that at each touching point x, 9€2 blows up a
hyperplane with integer multiplicity possibly larger than 1. So, near a touching point x, d€2 consists of
finitely many sheets that are mutually tangent at x. The union of these sheets has constant mean curvature
in the distributional sense defined by (1-2), although it is not immediate to extract information on the
mean curvature of each separate sheet. A deep result of [Schitzle 2004] implies that the lower and upper
sheets (with respect to any given direction) satisfy a measure-theoretic version of the strong maximum
principle. This is crucial information, which is delicate to exploit, but fundamental to our argument.

We now describe our argument by referring to the main steps of the proof of Theorem 1, which is
contained in detail in Section 3. We start by identifying a large subset 2* of good points of €2, meaning that

IQ*\¢(Z)|=0, [|Q\Q*|=0. (1-12)

In other words, the projection of almost every point in * onto d<2 is contained in 9*$2, and Q* is
equivalent to 2. The definition of Q* is as follows. First, for every s > 0, we set

Q={yeQ:uly)>s}, 02 ={yeQ:u(y)=s} (1-13)

Clearly €2; satisfies an exterior ball condition of radius s at each point of d€2;, but otherwise €2 is just a
set of finite perimeter (for a.e. s > 0). We can also obtain an interior ball condition, restricting ourselves
to the following subset. Setting r > s > 0, we define

r— {y €0y = (1 - ;>x+§z for some 7 € 3, x € asz}. (1-14)

Notice that I'! is just a compact subset of 9$2,, which could be very porous inside 9€2;. Some technical
effort (see Step 1) is put into showing that I'} can be covered by countably many C'!-images of R"
into R"*1, and that Vu is tangentially differentiable along I'! (with bounds on the tangential derivatives
corresponding to the exterior/interior ball conditions). Once these technical aspects are settled, we are
allowed to use Id — rVu to change variables between I'} and I'!_ and we can prove that |Q\ Q*| =0,
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where Q* is defined by
ri=r. @=rs. (1-15)
t>s 5s>0
This is done in Step 2 of the proof.
Showing that |2*\ ¢ (Z)]| =0, see Steps 3 and 4, is considerably more delicate. We have to exclude that
the points in a given I'} that are projected into the singular set ¥ = 9€2\ 9*2 have positive H"-measure;
in other words, we want

H"((Id —sVu)~'(Z)NT’) =0.

This may seem obvious, as Id —sVu is almost injective on I'} (see (3-43)) and it is Lipschitz on each piece
of a countable decomposition of I'! (see (3-16)), while at the same time H"(X) = 0. However we cannot
derive a straightforward contradiction from the area formula, as the tangential Jacobian of Id —sVu along
I'! may be zero H"-a.e. In fact, this is the information that we obtain from the area formula; namely,
the least principal curvature of I'! is equal to —1/s along points in (Id — sVu)~1(2)n I'!. Heuristically,
this curvature for I'} can only be obtained when d<2 has a inward corner, which is ruled out by absolute
continuity of the mean curvature. Following this guiding example, we change variable to show that the
least principal curvature of I';_, at corresponding points is thus as negative as we wish. This indicates
that 0€2;_, has negative mean curvature on a set of positive H"-measure for any r close enough to s.
By the almost-everywhere second-order differentiability of u, swiping r over an interval we can find a
paraboloid with negative mean curvature, locally contained inside 0€2;_,. By translating this object until
it touches 92 (at X) we can apply Schitzle’s maximum principle and derive a contradiction.

As pointed out to us by a referee, our argument up to this point shares some similarities with the strategy
adopted by Almgren [1986] in proving the isoperimetric inequality in higher codimension. Almgren’s goal
in that paper is showing that an upper bound on the length of the mean curvature vector implies a lower
bound on the area, which is saturated by spheres. His arguments are also based on a viscosity approach,
where sliding constructions and the maximum principle are combined to infer regularity properties. The
referee’s insight is that Almgren’s argument could be adapted to our setting by updating some technical
aspects along the lines of the recent work [Santilli 2017], or, better said, of a possible generalization of
that paper to the bounded mean curvature case. This approach could provide a proof of (1-12) independent
of Schitzle’s maximum principle.

Having proved (1-12), we are ready to argue as Montiel and Ros. We thus find, from the equality case
in their argument, that

1E(Z2)\ 2| =0, (1-16)
1 (y) =1, forae ye®, (1-17)
Hq .
ki(x)=— foreveryx € 9*Q,i=1,...,n. (1-18)
n

Condition (1-18) implies that 3*€2 is umbilical, in addition to having constant mean curvature. In particular,
d*Q2 consists of at most countably many open pieces of spheres with same curvature. Should these pieces
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be finitely many, one could conclude from the distributional constant mean curvature condition, in a
rather direct way, that each piece is equal to a complete sphere. But as the number of the pieces could
indeed be infinite, the pieces may have smaller and smaller areas and combine themselves in particular
ways to achieve constant distributional mean curvature, creating at the same time a large singular set
a2\ 9*Q. To rule out this possibility, we exploit the information contained in (1-16) and (1-17) through
a geometric argument. In this last step, we make once again use of Schitzle’s strong maximum principle;
see in particular (3-56).

We conclude with two remarks. First, as a by-product of this analysis, we obtain a Heintze—Karcher
inequality for sets of finite perimeter which are mean convex in a viscous sense; see Theorem 8 below. This
result is actually not needed to prove Theorem 1, but it is included as it may be considered of independent
interest. Second, as recently shown by Brendle [2013], the Montiel-Ros approach to Alexandrov’s theorem
is quite flexible, as it allows one to show that constant mean curvature implies umbilicality in many warped
product manifolds of physical and geometric interest. The methods of this paper should be naturally
adaptable to these more general contexts. In this direction, in a preliminary version of this manuscript
[Delgadino and Maggi 2017, Section 5], we prove that Wulff shapes are the only volume-constrained
local minimizers of smooth uniformly elliptic surface tension energies. Of course the assumption of local
minimality is considerably stronger than criticality.

1.4. Organization of the paper. The paper is organized as follows. In Section 2 we gather some back-
ground material from geometric measure theory. In Section 3 we prove Theorem 1 and Corollary 2. The
generalized Heintze—Karcher inequality for sets of finite perimeter is stated and proved in Section 4.

2. Background material from geometric measure theory

In this section we review some preliminaries from the theory of rectifiable sets (Section 2.1), rectifiable
varifolds (Section 2.2) and sets of finite perimeter (Section 2.3). We refer to [Simon 1983; Ambrosio et al.
2000; Maggi 2012; Evans and Gariepy 1992] for detailed accounts. Finally, in Section 2.4, we discuss
some basic properties of volume-constrained critical points of the perimeter functional.

2.1. Rectifiable sets. Denote by " the Hausdorff measure on R"*!. A Borel set M C R"*! is a locally
‘H"-rectifiable set if M can be covered, up to a H"-negligible set, by countably many Lipschitz images
of R" into R"*, and if " L M is locally finite on R"*!. We say that M is H"-rectifiable if in addition
H" (M) < oo, and that M is normalized if M = spt H" L M, i.e.,

xXeEM if and only if H"'(B,(x)NM) >0 forall p>0.

Basic properties of rectifiable sets needed in the sequel are:

(i) For H"-a.e. x € M there exists T, M € G(n, n + 1) (the space of n-dimensional planes in R*+1) such
that

lim / pdH" = / @ dH" forall p € CO(R"); (2-1)
(M—x)/p M

p—0t

see [Maggi 2012, Theorem 10.2]. The plane 7, M is called the approximate tangent plane to M at x.
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(i1) If M, and M> are locally H"-rectifiable sets, then
T My =T:M, H"-ae.on M{N My; (2-2)

see [Maggi 2012, Proposition 10.5].

(iii) Lipschitz functions are differentiable along approximate tangent planes; that is, if f : R"*! — R+!
is a Lipschitz function, then, for H"-a.e. x € M such that T, M exists, the restriction of f to x + 7T M is
differentiable at x, and the limit

(VM f)ulel = hlir& S +h2) i) forallt e T\M

defines the tangential gradient VM f (x) = (VM f), of f along M at x; see [Maggi 2012, Theorem 11.4].

(iv) The tangential gradient just depends on the restriction of f to M. In other words, if f : M — R"+!
is a Lipschitz function, and F, G : R"*! — R are Lipschitz functions such that F = G = f on M, then

VMF=vMG H"-ae.on M. (2-3)

(v) Finally, given a Lipschitz function f : M — R"*!, the tangential Jacobian of f along M is defined at
H"-a.e. x € M by

IM f(x) = V/det(VM f(x)*VM f(x)) =

ANV ulz )]

i=1

provided {7;(x)}_; is an orthonormal basis of 7, M, and the area formula

W onduy= [ e an; (2-4)
f M

holds [Maggi 2012, Theorem 11.6].

For the lack of precise reference we justify property (iv). If ¢ : R* — R"*! is a Lipschitz map and
E C R" is a Borel set, then by [Maggi 2012, Lemmas 10.4 and 11.5] we have TxM = (Vi) -1 [R"]
for H"-a.e. x € M Ny (E), with

(VM) [l = V(F o)1 [(VI);[e]] forall T € T, M. (2-5)

Since F = G on M implies V(F o) = V(G o ) H"-a.e. on E Ny~ (M) [Maggi 2012, Lemma 7.6]
we deduce (2-3) from (2-5).

2.2. Integer rectifiable varifolds. If M is a C*-hypersurface without boundary in R"*!, then the mean
curvature vector Hy; € CO(M; Rt of M is such that

/ divM X dH" = / Hy - XdH" forall X e CH(R™; R™™), (2-6)
M M

with Hys(x) -7 =0 for every t € T, M. This basic fact motivates the following definitions.
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Let M be a locally H"-rectifiable set, and consider a Borel measurable function 6 € LllOC (H" L M; N).

The integer rectifiable varifold var(M, 6) defined by M and 6 is the Radon measure on R"*! x G(n, n+1)
defined as

/ O d var(M, 9):/ O (x, TeM)O(x) dH}
R+l x G(n,n+1) M

for every bounded, compactly supported Borel function ® on R"*! x G(n,n + 1). To each X €
CH(R™!; R"*!) we associate the test function

Ox(x,T)=div X)(x), x,T)eR"'xGmn,n+1),

where div! X is the divergence of X with respect to 7. Motivated by (2-6), we say that var(M, ) has

distributional mean curvature vector Hy € LlloC (OH" L M; R™F1) if

/ divM X0 dH" = / Hy - X0dH" forall X e CH(R"; R, -7
M M

(The dependency of Hj, from 6 is omitted.) When | Hy| is constant (H"-a.e. on M) we say that var(M, 6)
has constant distributional mean curvature on R"*'; when Hy; = 0 we say that var(M, 0) is stationary
on R+, For example, if M is a union of finitely many possibly intersecting spheres with same radius,
then M has constant distributional mean curvature in R"*!. Similarly, a finite union of hyperplanes is
stationary in R+,

In the proof of Theorem 1 we will exploit two forms of the maximum principle for integer rectifiable
varifolds. The first one is a simple fact, well-known to experts, whose proof is included for the sake of
clarity.

Lemma 3. Let M be a normalized locally H"-rectifiable set such that var(M, 0) is stationary on R"*1. If
M is a cone (that is, M = t M for every t > 0), and M is contained in a closed half-space H with O € 0 H,
then M = 0 H and 0 is constant. In particular, M cannot be contained in the convex intersection of two
distinct, nonopposite half-spaces containing the origin.

Proof. Let H = {z e R™!: z.v < 0}, where v € S". Given ¢ € CX([0,00)) WithO <@ <1, ¢(r) =1
on [0, &) for some ¢ > 0, and ¢'(r) <0 on {0 < ¢ < 1}, let us set X (x) = ¢(|x|)v for x € R"*!. Then
X € CXR™ ! R and VX = ¢'(|x|)v ® £, where £ = x/|x| if x #0. Let vy : M — S" be a Borel
vector field such that 7, M = vy (x)* for H"-a.e. x € M. Since M is a cone, we have % - vy (x) = 0 for
H"-a.e. x € M, and hence

divM X =divX — vy - VX[uy] =@ (XD - % — vy - v) (v - %)) = @' (Ix]) (v - R),
and thus, by the stationarity of M,
0:/ divM X6 dH" =f @' (IxD(v-2)0(x) dH" (x).
M M

Since M C H implies x - v < 0 for every x € M, x # 0, thanks to the arbitrariness of ¢ we find v-x =0
for H"-a.e. x € M. The lemma is proved. U
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: Z+p(2)v
e : ~z+n(2)v

Figure 1. The strong maximum principle for integer varifolds. The rectifiable set M
may consist of multiple sheets which, combined with the multiplicity function 6, have
distributional mean curvature Hy; in some L”. The sheets may overlap in complicated
ways along sets of positive area, so there is a nontrivial relation between the mean curvature
vector Hy, of the whole configuration and that of a single sheet. The function ¢ describes
the lower sheet of M above height hy with respect to the direction v and projecting over
an open set U C v'. This lower sheet is shown to satisfy a strong maximum principle.
Notice that the role of hg is that of localizing the part of the varifold we are looking at.
For example, in this picture, M could have many more points of the form z 4 Av with
h < hg and z € U, but these points will not contribute to the definition of ¢.

The second tool we shall use is a much deeper result, namely, Schitzle’s strong maximum principle
[2004] for integer rectifiable varifolds with sufficiently summable distributional mean curvature. The
statement we adopt here is a slightly simplified version, still sufficient for our purposes, of [Schitzle
2004, Theorem 6.2].

Theorem 4. Let M be a normalized locally H"-rectifiable set with distributional mean curvature vector
Hy € LP(OH" L M; R*™) for some p > max{2, n}.
Pickv € §", hy € R, and consider a connected open set U C vt such that

@(z)=inf{h > hg:z+hveM}, zeU, (2-8)

satisfies ¢(z) € (hg, 00) for every z € U.
Ifn e WP (U; (hg, 00)) is such that n < ¢ on U and n(z0) = ¢(20) for some zo € U, then it cannot be

that
—Vo(z) +v

. Vi >
—div[ — ) (2) < Hyz+ o)) —L2 T8
1V< (2) M+ )y T IVeOR

VI+ VP2

for H"-a.e. 7 € U, unless n = ¢ on U.

(2-9)

The signs in (2-9) and the geometric intuition behind Theorem 4 are illustrated in Figure 1. The left-hand
side is the mean curvature of the subgraph of n with respect to its outer unit normal (—Vn+v)/y/1+ V|2,
and, similarly, the right-hand side is the mean curvature of the subgraph of ¢ with respect to its outer
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unit normal. So, if 1 touches ¢ from below at z, it cannot be that the subgraph of 7 is in average bent
upwards at least as much as the subgraph of 7, unless n = ¢. The considerable difficulty of the theorem
lies in the fact that Hj,; does not come into play as the mean curvature of the graph of ¢, but rather as the
mean curvature of a more complex structure (the integer rectifiable varifold var(M, 0)), of which ¢ only
represents a sort of lower envelope localized in the cylinder {z +fv:z e U, t > hop}.

2.3. Sets of finite perimeter. A Borel set Q@ C R"! has locally finite perimeter if there exists an
R"*+!-valued Radon measure ;g on R**! such that

/divX:/ X -dug forall X e CHR™™; R™). (2-10)
Q Rn+1

The perimeter of 2 relative to an open set A is defined as P(Q2; A) = |uq|(A), where |ug| is the total
variation of uq, and Q2 has finite perimeter if P(2) = P(S2; R"+1) < oco. In this case, either Q or its
complement has finite volume. By exploiting (2-10), the support of wq is seen to satisfy

sptug = {x e R"1:0 < |B,(x) N Q| < wyp" for all p >0} C I (2-11)

see [Maggi 2012, Proposition 12.19]. Notice that spt ;g is invariant by zero-volume modifications of €2,
while of course 92 is not. The reduced boundary of a set of locally finite perimeter €2 is defined as the
set of points such that

o) = lim H2Br™).

exists and belongs to S”. (2-12)
p—0* |uq|(Bp(x))

The Borel vector field vg : 0*Q — S”" is called the measure-theoretic outer unit normal to 2, and we
always have

0*Q = spt ug. (2-13)
Moreover by [Maggi 2012, Theorem 15.9], the reduced boundary is locally H"-rectifiable, with
o =voH"L3*Q, P(Q;A)=H"(ANI'Q)
for every open set A C R"*!, and thus (2-10) takes the form

fdivX:f X -vgdH" forall X e C!(R"™; R"H1). (2-14)
Q 9*Q

In addition, for every x € 3*Q, vg(x)* = T, (9*Q) is the approximate tangent plane to 3*Q2 at x and in

particular we have

. H'(B,(x)N9*Q)
lim =
p—0* o

w, forall x € 9*Q. (2-15)

To every set Q2 of locally finite perimeter we can always associate in a natural way an integer rectifi-
able varifold var(9*2, 1). If var(0*€2, 1) admits a distributional mean curvature vector Hj«q, then the
distributional mean curvature of 2 is defined by setting

ng = Ha*gz VQ. (2—16)
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The subscript 2 on Hg, is a reminder that we have used the outer orientation of €2 to specify the scalar
curvature. With this notation, Hg. = n/r for every r > 0.

2.4. Basic properties of critical points. Here we prove some properties of critical points in the isoperi-
metric problem which descend from generally known facts about integer varifolds and sets of finite
perimeter. A set of finite perimeter and finite volume 2 is a critical point for the isoperimetric problem if

d

L P(FR(Q) = 2-17
& _ PUi@)=0 @17)
whenever {f;};/<1 is a one-parameter family of diffeomorphisms with fy = Id, | f;(2)| = |2| and
spt(f; —Id) € R**! for every |t| < 1. By [Maggi 2012, Theorem 17.20], (2-17) is equivalent to the

existence of a constant A € R such that
/ div?"? X dH" = ,\/ X -vgdH" forall X € C!(R™™; R"H1). (2-18)
*Q 3*Q

Lemma 5. If Q@ C R"*! is a critical point for the isoperimetric problem, then  is (equivalent modulo
sets of volume zero to) a bounded open set such that 02 = spt uq and H" (92 \ 0*Q) = 0. Moreover, the
constant X in (2-18) is equal to

P(Q
0 "PE) (2-19)
(n+1)[L]
that is, Hg = Hg. Finally,
H"(B Na
a*Q:{xeasz: lim - Be) )=a),,}
p—0F p"
is locally an analytic hypersurface with constant mean curvature, relatively open in 0S2.
Proof. By [Simon 1983, Theorem 17.6], condition (2-18) implies that for every x € R"*!,
H" (B Na*Q
elMe (B, (xz ) is increasing on p > 0, (2-20)
0
which combined with (2-15) and (2-13) gives
H"(B,(x) N3*Q) > w,e Mp"  forall p € (0, 1), x €spt juq. (2-21)
A first consequence of the lower bound (2-21) is that
H'(spt g \ 0¥Q) = 0; (2-22)

see, e.g., [Maggi 2012, Exercise 17.19]. Moreover, by combining (2-21) with P (£2) < oo and a covering
argument, we see that spt g is bounded.

Let us now consider the open set 21 of those x € R"*! such that |2 N B,(x)| = |B,(x)| for every p
small enough, and the open set ¢ of those x € R"*! such that [N B,(x)| =0 for every p small enough,
so that

sptig =R\ (QoUQ)), (2-23)
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thanks to (2-11). If Q1 denotes the set of points of density 1 of €2, then Q; c Q) while
120\ @ =12 NQo| + 12 Nspt gl = Q" Nspt gl =0

as H"(sptug) < oo thanks to (2-22). Thus |QUAQ;| = 0, and then [2AQ;| = 0 by the Lebesgue
density theorem. Since 2p and €2; are disjoint open sets, (2-23) implies €21 C spt ug. At the same
time, |[2QA Q| = 0 and the inclusion in (2-11) imply spt ug C 9€2;. Hence spt ug = 921, and since
spt o = 021 is bounded and || < oo, we have that €2; is bounded. The first part of the statement is
proved.

We show that A in (2-18) satisfies A = Hg with Hg defined in (2-19). Since 2 is bounded we can test
both (2-14) and (2-18) with X € C}(R"*!; R"*!), where X (x) = x for x in a neighborhood of 2. Hence,

1 ok
(n—i—l)lQI:/ div(x)dx:/ diVX:/ X-de’H”:—/ div?? X dn”
Q Q I*Q A Jorq

nP(2)
A

1 .
_1 / div?" @ (x) d " = , (2-24)
A Jorg
and thus A = Hg.
Finally, by applying Allard’s regularity theorem (see [Simon 1983, Theorem 24.2] or [De Lellis 2008])
to var(9€2, 1), we see that 0€2 is an analytic constant mean curvature hypersurface in a neighborhood of

every x € 9€2 such that
i H"(B,(x) N 0L2)
m =

p—0* p"

Wy . (2-25)

In particular, if x € <2 satisfies (2-25) then there exists p > 0 such that B,(x) N is the epigraph of an
analytic function, and thus x € 9*Q2. Vice versa, (2-25) holds everywhere on 9*$2 thanks to (2-15). [

We also notice a simple consequence of Lemma 3.

Lemma 6. If Q C R"! is a critical point for the isoperimetric problem, x € 32, and y1, y» € Q are such
that |y; — x| = dist(y;, 0Q) and |x — y1| = |x — y2|, then x — y; = y» — x.

Proof. Since var(d€2, 1) is an integer varifold of constant distributional mean curvature, it admits at least
one blow-up limit in the weak convergence of varifolds at x, and each such limit varifold is stationary and
supported on a cone M; see [Simon 1983, Chapter 46]. By construction, M is contained in the half-spaces
{z-v; <0} defined by v; = (x — y;)/|x — y;|, i =1, 2. If y; # yz, then v # v, and Lemma 3 implies
that vi = —vy. O

3. Critical points of the isoperimetric problem

Referring to the Introduction for the general strategy, we now present the proof of Theorem 1. At the end
of the section we also prove Corollary 2.

Proof of Theorem 1. Let 2 be a set with finite perimeter and finite volume which is a critical point for
the isoperimetric problem. The conclusion of Lemma 5 is the starting point of our analysis, aimed at
showing that €2 is a finite union of disjoint balls of radius n/ Hg. We rescale €2 so that Hg =n.
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Properties of the distance function: We set u(y) = dist(y, dQ) for y € R"*! so that
N(y) =Vu(y) € S" exists fora.e. y € Q, 3-1)
thanks to Rademacher’s theorem. For s > 0 we set
Q={yeQ:uly)>s}, Q2 ={yeQ:u(y) =s},

and recall that, by the coarea formula [Maggi 2012, Theorems 13.1 and 18.1], €2, is a set of finite perimeter
for a.e. s > 0, and for every Borel set E C R"t,

o o0
m:f wwmmwwzf H'(EN3Q) ds. (3-2)
0 0

In particular,
H' (02, \0"Q) =0 forae.s>0. (3-3)

We recall that for a.e. y € €2, u admits a second-order Taylor expansion at y. Indeed, given A C 2 and
y € Q, denote by ®(u, A)(y) the infimum of the constants ¢ > 0 such that for « € R and b € R"*! we

have

2
a—l—b-z—i—c%ZM(Z) forallz € A,

with equality at y. For any y € 2 we can pick x € €2 such that [x — y| = u(y),
u(z) = dist(z, 02) < dist(z, {x}) =|z—x| forall z € 2, (3-4)

that is, z — |z — x| touches u from above at y over €2. At the same time we can construct a second-order
polynomial that touches z > |z — x| from above at y over R"*!. Indeed, it holds

for all z € R**!. (3-3)

y—x lz—yI?
|z —x| < |y —x[+ (z—y)+

ly — x| 2y — x|
To check this set y =x +tv for# > 0 and |v| = 1, and set w = z — y, so that (3-5) becomes

2
|tv+w|§t+v-w+% for all w € R"*!.

Taking squares this is equivalent to

-w)w*  |w*

P20 w | wP <24 2tv-w+ |wP+ -w) +

) 2 |w|2 g
=t"42tv-w+|w|*+ v-w—i—T ,

which clearly holds for every w € R"*!. Thanks to (3-5) there exists a, b € R such that

2
|z

lz—x|<a+b-z+ for all z € R"*!,

2|y — x|
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with equality if z = y, so that, by the definition of ® and by (3-4)
_ 1
O(u, Q)(y) < —— forally e Q. (3-6)
u(y)

Arguing as in [Caffarelli and Cabré 1995, Proposition 1.6], we see that u is twice differentiable a.e. in .

Preliminary properties of the sets T': For every ¢ > s > 0, we consider the compact set
rl= {y €0Qs:y= <1 - ”ti)x + %z for some z € L2, x € BQ}. 3-7)
By definition, if y € '}, then there exist x € 92 and z € 2, such that

Bi_(z) C Qs CR™ N\ By(x), {y}=3B,—s(z) N B, (x). (3-8)

1

loc- Indeed, when p — 0,

In particular x and z are uniquely determined by the uniqueness of limits in L
Qs -y
0

— [x —z]™ as characteristic functions in Llloc(lR”“), 3-9)

where [v]™ denotes the negative half-space defined by, v # O,
] ={weR"™" :w-v<0).

Notice also that Lip(u; R"*!) < 1 and the inclusion By, (y — e(x — z)/|x — z|) C € (which holds for
¢ > 0 small since ¢ > s) imply that y has a unique projection onto d€2. This shows that u is differentiable
at y € I'! with

NO)=—2"% forall y= (1—f)x+5zerg. (3-10)
|x — z| t t
In turn, (3-10) gives
y+rN(y) €3Q_, forallre[—s,t—s],yelL. (3-11)

By (3-11), if y, y" € T'} then

sST<ly=sNO) =y P =s2=2sN) -y —Y) + 1y =y,
(t—s)2<|y+(t—s)NO)—y P =@ —5)+20t—s)N) - —y)+1y—y'1%
that is

12
11 }u forall y, y e I'L. (3-12)

(v =V < {_ -

ING) - (v = y)| = max) =, ——

Using (3-10) we easily see that N is continuous on I' so that (u, N) € C O(I“f,; R x R"*1) and satisfies

(3-12). By Whitney’s extension theorem, there exists ¢ € C L(R*+1) such that (¢, V¢) = (4, N) on Ire.
In particular, this implies the H"-rectifiability of I'..

Decomposition of 2 and covering by {(Z): We define

r;r:UFg, Q*:UF;FCQ, Z={(x,t)ea*Qx[R:0<t§

t>s s>0

}, (3-13)

Kn (X)
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and set £ (x, 1) = x — tvg(x). We claim that
Q\ Q" =0, [2"\¢(Z)]=0. (3-14)

We divide the proof of (3-14) into four steps.
Step 1: We prove that N is tangentially differentiable along I'} at H"-a.e. y € I'}, with

VNG ==Y «hHimu() @t (),
; (3-15)

1 1
- = (k)i (¥) < (k)ir1(y) < 5
where {7; (y)}7_, is an orthonormal basis of 7,I';. To this end, we first prove that I'; can be covered by
compact sets {{/;};en in such a way that the restriction of N to I{; is a Lipschitz map, that is,

IN(y1) =Nyl = Cjlyr —y2| forall yi, y» €Y. (3-16)

(In passing we notice that (3-16) implies the C!!-rectifiability of ', that is to say, the possibility of
covering I'; by graphs of C!! functions from R" to R"*1.)
We start by defining the sets ¢{/;. Let us denote by

C(N,p)={z+hN:ze Nt |z| <p, |h| < p}

the open cylinder centered at the origin with axis along N € S", radius p > 0, and height 2p. Notice that,
by the interior/exterior ball condition, I'; admits an approximate tangent plane at 7{"-a.e. of its points,
and this plane is then necessarily equal to N (y); that is,

T,['" = N(y)* for H"-ae. yel.
In particular (2-1) implies

HYTIN(y4+ C(N(),
lim ( N0 VG p))) =w, forH"-ae yell
p—0F o

By Egoroff’s theorem, we can find compact sets ¢/; covering I'} such that

H'(TEN(y+C(N(y),
i) = sup 1 - (LN +CWN). p))

P o —0 asp— 0", (3-17)
Yeu; n

Consider the function ¢ constructed in proving the 7" -rectifiability of I';. Since V¢ (y) = N(y) # 0 at
each y € I', we can apply the implicit function theorem at y and find that I'! is a C'-graph over a disk of
radius p, in a neighborhood of y. We can thus pick any sequence p; — 0T, and up to further subdivision
of U; and relabeling the resulting pieces, we can assume that each ¢/; has the following property: for each
y € U; there exists

Y e C'IND™D), 930 =0, V(00 =0, [V¥jllicomis <1 (3-18)
such that, if
Z/{]’- = projection of U{/; on N(y)L N{lzl < pj}, (3-19)
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then

UN(+CING), o)) =TN G+ CWN®G), p)) =y +{z+Y;QNY) 1z €Uy} (3-20)

E3]

(Notice that both ; and Z/{J/. depend on the point y € U/; at which we are considering the “graphicality
property of {;, but that this dependency is not stressed to simplify the notation.) If we set

/q@)=mwhﬁumggyV%@NL p € (0, pjl, (3-21)

then uj(p) — 0 as p — 0% by (3-17) and continuity of V/;. This completes the definition of the sets I/;.

We now prove (3-16). Fix yi, y» € U;. Let p; and y; be the functions associated to U/; and y, € U; as
we have just described. For r; < p;/3 to be chosen, we can directly assume that

y1 € y2+C(N(2),rj) (3-22)

for otherwise |y; — y2| > ¢(n)r; and, trivially, [N (y;) — N(y2)| <2 < Cj|y; — y2|. Next we assume, as
we can do without loss of generality up to a rigid motion, that

»=0,00eR"xR, NO)=(01eR" xR, N(n)*=R"
In this way (3-20) takes the form
{(z, ) €T§ t |zl < pj, |h| < pj} = {(z, ¥ () : z €U}, (3-23)
with
Y € CHRY), ¥;(0)=0, Vy;(0)=0, [VYjlcogn < L. (3-24)

By (3-22), y1 = (21, ¥j(z1)) for some z; € L{]’. with |z;| < rj. By continuity of N along I'} and since
N(0) = (0, 1), we find
(=V¥;(z1), D

VI+IVY @)

IN(y1) — N(»)? 1 1 - IV (z)?

N1 =

In particular,

2 VI+IVY P~ 2
while at the same time |y; — y»2|? = |z1]> + Y (z1)? > |z1]>. We are thus left to show
IV (z)| = Cjlzil. (3-25)

To this end we would like to exploit (3-12) with y = y; and y’ = yo where yo = (20, ho) is defined, in
terms of a suitable ¢ € S” (see (3-30) below), as

20 =21 — lz1leo, ho = V¥;j(z0). (3-26)

Since I'} may be very “porous”, that is, its projection over {|z| < p;} could have lots of holes, it is not
generally true that yo € I'} and thus that y’ = yy is an admissible choice in (3-12). But when this is the
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case, by (3-12)
Vri(z1) - (—eo) n Vi(z1) — ¥ (20)

Clyr —yol* = N(y1) - (1 — yo) = |z1] ) (3-27)
VIHIVE D VT+HIVY;E)1P
Now, in order to exploit (3-27), we notice that
Wi (2)] < C|z|2 for all |z| < p; such that (z, ¥;(z)) € re, (3-28)

which is an immediate consequence of the fact that, around (0, 0) = (0, ¥;(0)), I'} is trapped between two
tangent balls (notice that we do not know this about the graph of v/;, and so we can apply (3-28) only to
the points of this graph that lie in I'}). Since |zo| <2|z1| < 2r; < pj, still assuming that yo = (29, ho) € T},
by (3-28) we find that

Iy1 — yol* = 211> + (¥j(z1) — ¥ (z0))* < Clz1 1%,
Vi (z1) — ¥ (z0)
NAESNZEDE

and thus (3-27) takes the form

<9 @I+ ¥ o)l < Clail,

Vyi(z1) - (—eo)

Clz1* > |z . (3-29)
VI+HIVY D)2
Our choice of ¢ is thus clear; we want
V .
eo=— % (z1) (3-30)
IV (z1)]

to have a chance of proving (3-25).
We are now ready to prove (3-25). Set yg = (20, ho) for eg as in (3-30) and zg and hg as in (3-26). If
Z0 € Z/ll’-, and thus yg € F;, then, as explained, we are done. Otherwise, let g be the largest ¢ > 0 such that

{lz —z0] < s}ﬂZ/{; =.

Since z; EUJ’- and |zo—z1| =|z1|, we have gy < |z1]. In particular, since |zg| < 2|z1], the ball {|z —z¢| < &o}
is contained in {|z| < 3|z1|} C {|z| < p;} thanks to 3r; < p;. By the definition of &y, there exists z, € Z/{;
with |z4 — zg] = &9 and
wnlzo — z«|" = H" {1z — 20l < €0})
<H"({lz] < 3lz1}\U) = @, Blz1)" —H" U N {Iz] < 3|z11D). (3-31)

On the one hand, since U; is the graph of the Lipschitz function ¥; over Z/{J’.,
H' U N {lz] <3l ) < / VIV =H" U N C(N (), 3lz1])
UN{lzl<3lz1l}
=H"(C{NC(N(y2), 3lz1])
< wnBlziD" (1 + p; Blz1])
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thanks to (3-21); on the other hand, again by the definition (3-21) of u;,

.y _ VI+IVY; 2
HYU; N {lz] < 3lz1lD) = —
UN(izl<3lzl) /14 V]

. H' (TSN CINGY2),3lziD) 1= Glzil)

> wp (3lz1)".
V14 un(3lz1))? V14 un(3lz1))?
Combining the last two estimates into (3-31) we find
wnlz0 — z«l" < CpjBlziDwn BlziD)™;
that is,
|20 = 24l < Cpt; Blzi D" z1]- (3-32)

In other words, after scaling out |z;|, the best point we can use, z,, is as close as we want to the point
we would like to use, zo. We conclude the argument setting y, = (2, ¥ (24)). Since z, € Z/{J/., we have
v« € T'L. We can apply (3-12) with y = y; = (z1, ¥;j(z1)) and y’ = y, to find
Clyr =y« = N1) - (1 — yo)

- (=VY;(z1)) - (z1 — 24) " Vi(z1) — ¥ (24)

T VIV DP V1I+HIVY;(z)?

- (=VYi(z1)) - (21 — 24)

B 1+ [Vi;(z)]?

|z1]
> |V (2Dl - Cuj(3I21I)1/")?1 —Cz1l* + Iz, (3-33)

—Clz1* +1z:1%)

where we have first applied (3-28) to z; and z,, and then have decomposed z; — z, as the sum of
71 — 20 = ep|z1| and of zg — z4, have recalled the definition of ¢(, and have used (3-32). Similarly,

(V1 = yxl <21 — 2| + ¥ (21) — ¥ (2]

< lz1 = 20l + 1z0 = 2 + C (21 > + |z?) < Claul,
and thus (3-33) implies (3-25). This concludes the proof of (3-16). We now prove (3-15).

As noticed in Section 2.2, since N is a Lipschitz function on each ¢{;, and since the ¢/, are covering I'},
we deduce that N is tangentially differentiable along I'., and that its tangential gradient along I'} can be
computed by looking at any Lipschitz extension of N to R"*!. Moreover, by (2-2), it is enough to work
with ¢; in place of I'%.

To construct a convenient extension of N we go back to the proof of the H"-rectifiability of I'?, and
this time we construct ¢ € C"1(R"*1) such that (u, N) = (¢, V¢) on U; by taking (3-12) and (3-16) into
account. Then we can go back to the construction of the sets U;, and apply the C!!-implicit function
theorem to deduce that for each y € Uf; there exists

v e CHH NG,
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satisfying (3-18) and (3-20). In particular, we can consider the Lipschitz extension N, of N from
Ui N (y+CIN). p) to y+C(N(y), pj) given by

—Vi;(z2) + N(y)
VI+HIVYi )

Setting Wj(z) =y +z+ ¥ (z)N(y) for |z| < p;, by (2-5) we have that for H"-a.e. y' € U,

No(y+2z4+hN()) = forallze N(y)*", |z| < pj. |h] < pj.

(VIN)y[e] = V(N0 W)y 1 fe].

where T € Tyl and e = (quj)wfl(y/)[f] € R". When v € CZ(N(y)L), a classical computation shows
J
that
V(NioW;) [e] = A;(Y;(2)[7],

where A; denotes the second fundamental form to the graph of v;, which is symmetric thanks to the
commutativity property of the second derivatives of v/;, and where the eigenvalues of A; are bounded
from below by —1/s and from above by 1/(r — s) thanks to ¢/; C T'.. In our case the same computations
hold for a.e. |z| < p; by the chain rule for Lipschitz functions, where the symmetry of A; is guaranteed
by the fact that Vzwj is both a distributional gradient and an a.e. classical differential of V;. Finally,
the a.e.-pointwise estimates on the eigenvalues are deduced a.e. on Z/{]f thanks to the fact that sz//]- is an
a.e. classical differential. This proves (3-15).

Step 2: We claim that for every ¢ > s > 0 we have
H"(0Q) < (t/5)"H"(TY), (3-34)
and then use (3-34) to prove
|QAQ*| =0. (3-35)
Indeed, for r € [—s, t — 5] let us consider the map
fr Ty = 0Q4r, fr()=y+rN(y), yerl.. (3-36)

The fact that f,(y) € 32,4, is immediate as every y € I'! has the form y = (1—(s/1))x+(s/t)z for x € €2,
z € 32;. Notice that, again by the definition of I'}, the map f;_, is surjective; that is, 9$2; = f;_,(I'}).
Thus

H Q) = H'(fiy (T)) < / HOS L () dH? = / I,
fioo(T r

where by (3-15), and in particular by the lower bound on (x});,
n
! r—s\"
I = H(1 (-5 < (1 + T) H-ae. on T,
1=
This proves (3-34). To prove (3-35), we first apply the coarea formula (3-2) to find

oo oo
[QAQY =/ H'(QAQ*)N3Ry) ds =/ H' (09 \ T ds, (3-37)
0 0
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where I'}” C 9€2,. Again by the coarea formula, for a.e. s > 0,

Q-2 ’
R 'Y / H (9924,) dr.
0

& e—0F

H*(0€2;) = lim
e—0
where by (3-34)
1 [° I r\" g\"
2 w9, dr <~ (1 + —) HO (TS dr < (1 + —) H(TH).
& 0 & 0 N : S ’
Since ') C 92, this proves
H'(TS)=H"(0Q;) forae. s>0, (3-38)
which, combined with (3-37) gives in turn (3-35).
Step 3: For r € (0, s), let us consider the map
g : Ty —>Tf,. &0)=y-rN(@y), yeTy,

which is (clearly) a bijection between I'; and I'}_, for each # > 0. We claim that if y is a point of tangential
differentiability of N along I'’, then g,(y) is a point of tangential differentiability of N along I'}_,, and

(k)i ()

L )i(gr =—23"=- foralli=1,...,n. 3-39
(15—, )i (8r () T 0) or all i n (3-39)

Indeed, it is easily seen that
N(y)=N(g () =N(y—rN(y) forallyeTy, (3-40)

so that if y is a point of tangential differentiability of N along I'; and v € T, I'}, then v € Ty, (,) "} and
(VIN), (2] = (VI N)g [ = r (VTN [,
Plugging in t = 1;(y) as in (3-15) we find
—()iMNT ) = A+ )iV N)g o [m(0)];
that is,
(k)i ()

—Ti(3) - (V5 N g [T ()] = 1+r(kDi(y)

Thus {7; (y)}?_, is an orthonormal basis for Ty, (,,[";_, = T, "} made up of eigenvalues of Vrier(gr ),
and the last formula is just (3-39).

Step 4: We prove that
"\ ¢(Z)| =0. (3-41)

By the coarea formula (3-2) and by (3-38)
1"\ ¢(2)] = /0 H'(Q*\¢(Z)) N 3y) ds :/o H'(Q*\¢(Z)NT)ds

:/ H'(T\¢(2))ds.
0
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Since x € 9*Q and y € I'}" are such that y = x — svg(x) if and only if x =y — s N (y) = gs(y), with g;
as in Step 3, we have

((Z)NTF =g '(0*Q) foralls > 0.

Taking into account that 9Q \ 3*Q = ¥ (recall Lemma 5) and that g ' (32) C T}, in order to prove
(3-41) we are left to show that for a.e. s > 0

H' (g7 1(2)) =0. (3-42)

In other words, the points in '] that, projected over 32, end up on the singular set, have negligible
H"-measure. We are actually going to show that (3-42) holds for every s > 0 such that H" (I';1) = H" (3€2).
We shall argue by contradiction, assuming that H"(I"';}") = H" (3€2) and

H' (g, () > 0.

In particular, there exists 7 > s, such that H"(I'; N gs_1 (X)) > 0.
As a preliminary step to derive a contradiction we first notice that

10(g 7 (x)) <2 forall x € IQ. (3-43)

Otherwise, g, !(x) would contain at least two points y;, y, such that (x —y;)/|x —y1| and (x — y2) /|x — 3|
are not antipodal. Any blow-up of var(d€2, x) would then be a stationary varifold contained in the
intersection of two nonopposite half-spaces, a contradiction to Lemma 3. By (3-43) and by H"(X) =0
(recall (3-3)) we find that

0=2H"(%) > / Ho(g; ' (x) dH" = / Jggdn",
b & (D)
where

n
JUg =] [ +5(i)=0 onT!
i=1
thanks to —1/s < (k!);; see (3-15). Having assumed H"(g;!(¥)) > 0, and since {(«!);}; are ordered
increasingly on i, we deduce in particular that

w(lyert:wnm=-1)=mwing @) >o. (3-44)

By (3-39) we see that

Fer i nm=—t]=g(]yer:wnm=-1}).

s—r
Since g, : '} — TI'L_, is injective, by the area formula

w({Fer, @ = _LD _

S—r

/ I g, dH".
{yel§:(k) 1 (»=—1/s}
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Using again that («]); > —1/s on I'}, we have
n
t n
T =TT +rah) = (1 _ 5) >0 forallre(0,s),
i=1 s

so that (3-44) implies that for every r € (0, s)
WAL =0 for Al =[5eTi (G = —ﬁ} (3-45)

t
s—r’

By using (3-39) and the fact that a — a/(1 4 ra) is increasing on a > 0, we see that for every y € A
y = &(y), we have

YIRS B o 11 B B 2=
;(Ks—r)l(y) - s —r +§ l—l—r(/c;),(y) = c_r +(7’l 1) 1 +(r/(t —S)) <0, (3-46)

provided r € (rg, s) for ro = ro(s, t) suitably close to s, depending on s and ¢. Here the choice of 0 on
the right-hand side of (3-46) is arbitrary. Any constant strictly less than n would suffice for the rest of the
argument.

Now consider the set

A= U A,

ro<r<s

so that by the coarea formula and (3-45)
N N
|A| =/ H'(ANIL_,)dr =/ H' (AL _)dr > 0.
ro ro

By the a.e. second-order differentiability of u, there exists yg € A such that u admits a second-order Taylor
!, so that V2u(yo)[N (9)] =0

s—r?

expansion at yp. Moreover there exists r € (ro, s) such that yge AL_, CT
by (3-40), and thus

V2u(yo) = VI N (o) = — Y (k!_)i (30)7i (o) ® T (yo). (3-47)

i=1

thanks to (3-15). Moreover, by (3-46), we definitely have

D el )i(yo) <0. (3-48)
i=1

Let us now set v =—N(yp) and
Dpz{zevl:|z|<,0}, Co={z+hv:ze D, |hl <p}, p>0.
For every ¢ > 0, the second-order differentiability of u at yg, (3-48) and (3-47) imply the existence of

p > 0 and of a second-order polynomial 7 : v+ = R"” — R such that n(0) =0, V»(0) =0,

. Vi ) . ( Vi ) =
—div| ———— (@) < —div| ——— | (O)+e <Y (k' )i(y)+2e<2 (3-49)
IV( T |Vn|2 z v T |Vn|2 & ; K Yo & &
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for every z € D, and

yo+{z+hvizeD, —p<h<n(@)}C(o+C,) NQ_,. (3-50)
If we translate Q by (s —r)N (yp), then

Qsr CQ+(s—7r)N(yp)) with yg €0, NI+ (s —r)N(y0))-
We are now in the position to apply Theorem 4 with
M =09(2+ (s —r)N(yo) — yo),
v=—N(y), U=D,, z0=0, ho=v-yo— p and n as in (3-49). Indeed by (3-50) we have that if we set
@(z) =inf{h € (hg,00) :z+hve M}, zeD,,

then 00 > ¢ > n > hg on D, as well as ¢(0) = n(0) = 0. However, by (3-49),

Vi
V14+1Vnl?

while by the constant mean curvature condition n = Hg = Hjyq - vg on 9*2 we have

—Vo(z) +v
V1+|Ve(2)|?

This is a contradiction to Theorem 4; hence we obtain (3-41).

28z—div< )(z) forallz e D,

n=Hy(z+e)v)- forae.ze D,.

Conclusion of the proof: Having proved (3-41), we can now apply the Montiel-Ros argument. By (3-35)
and (3-41),

L/ka(x) "
Q=12 <12(2)] s/Z%()(;—l(y))dy:fdeZfo [ [t =tix))dt,

i=1

where Z ={(x,1) € *Q xR :0 <t <1/k,(x)} and {(x, 1) = x — tvg(x). Here we have used the fact
that Z is a locally 7"~ '-rectifiable set in R"*! x R with

H L ((0*Q) x R) = (H" L 9*Q) x H', (3-51)

see [Maggi 2012, Exercise 18.10], and that J%¢ = ]_[?:1 (1 — tk;). By the arithmetic-geometric mean
inequality and by «, > Hg /n, arguing as in (1-9) we thus find

Lka(x) 1 1/Kn (x) n n
1
dHﬁ/ (1_“<i(x))df§f dH;/ (— (1—t/<,~(x))> dt
~/8*Q 0 D IR 0 n ;

n/HSO2
5/ dH';/ (1—tHY)" dt
R 0

n dH"
= / - =19l
n+1 IQ HQ
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so that equalities hold everywhere and

1C(Z)\ 2| =0, (3-52)
Ho¢'(y) =1 forae. yeq, (3-53)
HO
__Q * .
ki(x)=—% foreveryx €d*Q,i=1,...,n. (3-54)
n

Recall that we have rescaled 2 so that HSQ2 =n. By (3-54), since 9*<2 is relatively open in 9€2, we can
find a family {S;};ies, I C N, of mutually disjoint subsets of 3*Q with S; C 8 B;(x;) for points x; € R"*+!
such that
9 Q = U Si, S; is relatively open in 0€2, §; is connected. (3-55)
iel
Because S; C 92, we know that u(x;) < 1.

We claim that u(x;) =1 for every i € I. Indeed if 6 > 0 and i € [ are such that u(x;) = 1 — 44, then
Bs(x;)NA; C 2, where A; = £(S; x (0, 1)) is an open subset of Q2. For any y € Bs(x;) N A;, the triangle
inequality implies u(y) < 1 — 34§, while clearly d(y, S;) > d(y, dB1(x;)) > 1 —4. In particular, if x € Q2
is such that |[x — y| = u(y), then x € S;. Since (3-35) and (3-41) imply that for a.e. y € Q there exists
x € 0*Q such that |[x — y| = u(y), we conclude from (3-55) that for a.e. y € Bs(x;) N A; there exist j # i
and x € §; such that |x — y| = u(y); in particular, Bs(x;) N A; N A; is nonempty, and since it is an open
set, we have

0<|Bs(x))MA;NA;|, where,ifi#j, A;NA;Clye Q:HO(Cfl(y)) > 2}

This is a contradiction to (3-53). Thus u(x;) =1 for every i € I.
Now let 7; denote the closure of S; in 0 By (x;). Since u(x;) =1 for every i € I, we can apply Theorem 4
to M = 92 at each x € T; to find p, > O such that

0Q2N B, (x) =03B1(x;) N By, (x). (3-56)

This in turn proves that 7; = d B1(x;), and thus that d B (x;) C 02 for every i € I.

Since H"(0B1(x) N dB1(y)) = 0 unless x = y, P(Q) < oo implies that [ is finite. Since 0*Q2 is
covered by the S;, €2 is the finite union of the balls Bj(x;), and owing to d B;(x;) C 9€2, these balls must
be disjoint (their closures can of course intersect). This completes the proof of Theorem 1. O

Proof of Corollary 2. Condition (1-4) implies that the vector-valued Radon measures
ne, =vo,H"L0*Q;

converge in weak-star sense to ug with |1, | A |ug| on RMHL By Reshetnyak’s continuity theorem
[Ambrosio et al. 2000, Theorem 2.39]

dug, d
,1im/ <I>(x,ﬂ(x))d|/mjl=/ @(x,ﬂ(x)>d|/m|
j=00 JRa+i dlpg;l R+l dlpel
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whenever ® € CO(R"*! x S§"). Given X € C}(R"*!; R*+1),
O(x,v)=divX(x)—v-VXX)[v], (x,v)eR"* xS
belongs to C?([R”Jrl x §™) and thus we find
lim div?" % X dH" = / div?"? X dH".
j=o0 Jorg; *Q
By (1-5) and by 1o, % ng
lim div?"% X dH" = lim X v, dH" =1 / X -vqdH".
J— 00 a*Qj J— 00 3*Qj . 9*Q

We have thus proved that 2 is a set of finite perimeter, finite volume and constant distributional mean
curvature. We conclude by Theorem 1. (]

4. The Heintze—Karcher inequality for sets of finite perimeter
The proof of Theorem 1 also shows that the Heintze—Karcher inequality can be generalized to sets of
finite perimeter. In this section we explain how this is done. As usual, set u(y) = dist(y, 0€2) for y € €.

Lemma 7. If Q is an open set with finite perimeter and finite volume in R"*, then Q; ={y € Q:u(y) > s}
is an open set of finite perimeter with H" (32, \I'}") =0 for a.e. s > 0, where T'} =J,_o 't and T' is
defined as in (1-14). Moreover:

(i) Forevery s > 0, T’} can be covered by countably many graphs of C U functions from R" to R"*1,
(ii) For every s > 0, the principal curvatures (ks); of T} are defined H"-a.e. on T} by setting
(ks)i = (k)i onT! foreacht > s,

for (k)i as in (3-15). Correspondingly, H"-a.e. on '] we can define

n n
Ho, =Y ()i, |Ag P =) (k)]
i=1 i=1

as natural generalizations of the mean curvature and of the length of the second fundamental form of 02
with respect to vg, at points in T'] C 9.

(ili) Foreveryr <s <t,themap g, : Tt — T’}

s—r>
!, with

s—r>

defined by g(y) =y —rVu(y) fory € I'., is a Lipschitz
bijection from T'. to T
(15)i ()

Fgr :nl )i s—r)i\8r BTN 4-1
T g (y) E( FrG0I): Keiler () = 1 s -

for H"-a.e. y € TL.

Proof. All these conclusions are contained in Steps 1, 2 and 3 of the proof of Theorem 1, where at no
stage the constant distributional mean curvature condition, or the regularity of d*Q2 implied by it, have
been used. U
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As a consequence of Lemma 7, we see that for every x € g,(I';) C 9<2, the limit
ki(x) = lim (ks_); (x) € [-00, 00) (4-2)
r—s

exists by monotonicity; see (4-1). We thus give the following definitions: given an open set of finite
perimeter and finite volume © C R"*! we define the viscosity boundary of Q as

0" =|Je@h
s>0

and the viscosity mean curvature of Q by

n
HE(x) =Y ki(x) forall x € 9°Q. (4-3)
i=1
Notice that 9”2 is covered by countably many H"-rectifiable sets, although it may contain points of
spt g that are outside the reduced boundary, or that have density 1 for 2. It is not obvious if, at this level
of generality, 0V2 is H"-finite. In any case, our only reason for introducing these concepts is to formulate
the following definition: a set of finite perimeter and finite volume 2 is mean convex in the viscosity
sense if HY, defined in (4-3) is positive along 0'$2. It is easy to see that if 9 is C?, then 3'Q = Q2
and Hg(x) = Hq(x) for any x € 0€2. Hence, the viscosity notion generalizes the mean convexity in the
classical sense.
This said, following Brendle’s point of view [2013] on the Montiel-Ros argument, we have the
following generalized form of the Heintze—Karcher inequality; see (4-4) below.

Theorem 8 (Heintze—Karcher inequality for sets of finite perimeter). If Q C R"*! is an open set of finite
perimeter and finite volume which is mean convex in the viscosity sense, then for every s > 0

dH"
€2 < - / ) (4-4)
n-+ 1 F:r HQS

Moreover, the limit of the right-hand side of (4-4) as s — 07 always exists in (0, o0].

Proof. The mean convexity assumption on €2 and the monotonicity property behind the definition (4-2)
of «; imply that Y "_, (ks); > 0 on I';)". We define for every s > 0

Q(s) = /IT C;_IHH > 0.

Qy

Moreover, for every t > 0 we define Q' : (0, 1) — (0, 00) by setting

dH"
Q' (s) = , s€(0,1).
re He,
Notice that
Q(s) > Q'(s) > Q"**(s) forallt>s, e >0, (4-5)

and recall that %" (I"!) converges monotonically to H"(I'[") as t — s, so that

Q(s) = lim Q'(s) =sup Q'(s) forevery s > 0. (4-6)

>s
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For r € (0, s) by Lemma 7(iii) we have

, , [T (47 (ki) ! ) n
L _ — dH
Q' (s—r)—0Q'(s) /1~;<Z?:1("s)i/(l +rks)i)  Hg,

_/( 1 +rHg, + 0;(r?) 1 )d?—[”
~ Je\Hg, —r|Aq, P+ 0,(r?)  Hg, ’

where O, (r?)/r — 0 uniformly on I'! as r — 0. We thus find that Q' is differentiable on (0, t) with

A 2
(Qf)/(s)=_/ 14! Q;' dH" foralls e (0,1).
I HQx

By the Cauchy—Schwarz inequality, Hszzs < n|Agq,|* Hence,

(0N (s) < —nTHH”(Fé) for all s € (0, 7). 4-7)
If 0 < 51 < 52, then by (4-6), (4-5) and (4-7) respectively, we have
Q(s1) — Q(s2) = Sl_i)r(r)g Q" (s1) — 0™ (52)
= lim Q2 (s1) — Q" (s52) = 0% (s1) — Q" (s2)

n+1
n

=

52
/ H'(T'?) ds, (4-8)
51

and, in particular, Q is decreasing on (0, 00). Again by Lemma 7(iii)

H' (T, = / [T +rn an,
l"t

s i=1

where 1 +r(k;)s — 1 uniformly on I'} as r — 0 thanks to 1/(r —s) > (ks); > —1/s foreveryi =1, ..., n.
Thus H"(I'!) is continuous on s € (0, 7), and

52
/ H'(TP)ds = (s — s)H" (T3
§1
for a suitable s, € (s1, s2). But (3-34) implies
liminf H" (') > H" (3L2s,)
s—(s2)~

so that, in conclusion,

.. 1
lim inf
s1—>(s2)” §2 — 81

b))
/ H'(T2)ds > H"(0S2,) forall sp > 0.
S

1

Coming back to (4-8), and noticing that Q’(s) exists for a.e. s > 0 by monotonicity, we conclude that
p n+1_.
—Q0'(s) > ——H"(02;) forae.s>0.
n

We integrate this inequality over (s, co0) to complete the proof of (4-4). U
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