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Chern-Schwartz—MacPherson classes of degeneracy loci

LASzZLO M FEHER
RICHARD RIMANYI

The Chern—Schwartz—MacPherson class (CSM) and the Segre—Schwartz—MacPherson
class (SSM) are deformations of the fundamental class of an algebraic variety. They
encode finer enumerative invariants of the variety than its fundamental class. In this
paper we offer three contributions to the theory of equivariant CSM/SSM classes. First,
we prove an interpolation characterization for CSM classes of certain representations.
This method — inspired by recent work of Maulik and Okounkov and of Gorbounov,
Rimanyi, Tarasov and Varchenko — does not require a resolution of singularities
and often produces explicit (not sieve) formulas for CSM classes. Second, using
the interpolation characterization we prove explicit formulas — including residue
generating sequences — for the CSM and SSM classes of matrix Schubert varieties.
Third, we suggest that a stable version of the SSM class of matrix Schubert varieties
will serve as the building block of equivariant SSM theory, similarly to how the Schur
functions are the building blocks of fundamental class theory. We illustrate these
phenomena, and related stability and (two-step) positivity properties for some relevant
representations.

14M15, 32820, 14C17; 14E15, 14N15, 57R20

1 Introduction

1.1 Degeneracy loci, fundamental class, Schur expansion

Many interesting varieties in geometry occur as degeneracy locus varieties, a notion we
recall now. Let ¥ C V' be an invariant variety of a G-representation V. Let £ — M
be a vector bundle over a smooth variety M with fiber V' and structure group G . If
Y (E) is the union of the X’s in each fiber then the subvariety X = o~ (Z(FE)) for a
section o transversal to X (FE) is called a degeneracy locus. Areas of geometry where
degeneracy loci are abundant include Schubert calculus, moduli spaces, and singularity
theory.

The general strategy of studying numerical invariants of degeneracy loci is to as-
sociate a “universal” G-—characteristic class to the local situation £ C V, and to
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expect that the sought numerical invariant of X is obtained by evaluating the universal
characteristic class at the bundle £ — M. The key example of this strategy is the
fundamental class [X] € H*(M). One defines the G—equivariant fundamental class
[X]€ H; (V) = H*(BG), and it is a fact that [X] € H*(M) can be calculated as [X]
evaluated at the bundle £ — M.

Hence, equivariant fundamental classes [X] € H¢ (V) and their applications have been
intensively studied in numerous parts of geometry. Two interesting sets of examples
are (a) quiver representations (where the fundamental class is often called the quiver
polynomial) and (b) singularity theory (where the fundamental class is called the Thom
polynomial). In the intersection of these two sets of examples is the Giambelli-Thom-
Porteous formula for the fundamental class of the orbit closures of the representation
GL(C) x GL,(C) acting on Hom(C*, C"); see Porteous [32].

Fundamental classes in both of these sets of examples above show interesting patterns,
namely stabilization and positivity properties. Stabilization properties are displayed
by the fact that the classes can be encoded by (generalized, so-called iterated residue)
generating sequences; see eg Bérczi—Szenes [6], Kazarian [21], and Riményi [36].
Positivity means that the coefficients in appropriate Schur expansions of the classes are
nonnegative; see eg Buch [7] and Pragacz—Weber [33].

1.2 The Schwartz—MacPherson deformation of the fundamental class

The notion of fundamental class [X] e H4m(X M) (A1) has a deformation, which
comes in two versions called the Chern—Schwartz—MacPherson (CSM) and Segre—
Schwartz—MacPherson (SSM) classes; see MacPherson [26]. The two versions only
differ by an explicit factor. (Another name for the CSM class, after homogeniza-
tion by a new variable %, is “characteristic cycle” class.) The CSM/SSM classes,
™ (X) and s°™(X), are inhomogeneous elements of H*(M ). The lowest-degree part
of each is the fundamental class [X]. The CSM/SSM classes encrypt more intrinsic
information about the variety X than the fundamental class; and their applications
in enumerative geometry are hard to overestimate; see eg Fulton [16, Chapter 5].
P Aluffi [1] writes “Segre classes provide a systematic framework for enumerative
geometry computation; but this is of relatively little utility, as Segre classes are in
general hard to compute”. More recent applications of CSM classes (under the name
of “stable envelope classes”) are in Maulik—Okounkov [27], Okounkov [30], and
Riményi—Tarasov—Varchenko [38].
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Ohmoto [28; 29] showed that the above-mentioned equivariant strategy works for
the SSM class. One can associate a universal characteristic class s (X C V) to
the situation G ~, (¥ C V) and the SSM class of the degeneracy locus X is this
characteristic class evaluated at the defining bundle; see Theorem 2.2 below. Hence,
the CSM/SSM theory of degeneracy loci is reduced to finding CSM/SSM classes for
invariant varieties in representations. In the present paper we offer three contributions
to this problem, described in the next three subsections.

1.3 Interpolation characterization of CSM classes in representations

The classical approach to calculating either the fundamental class or the CSM/SSM class
of ¥ C V (acted upon by the group () is via resolution of singularities. Resolutions
are not known for important examples of quivers or contact singularities. Even if a
resolution is known, this method produces exclusion-inclusion type formulas that hide
both the stabilization and positivity structures of CSM/SSM classes. In the past decades
new and effective methods of calculating fundamental classes have been found. One of
these new methods is interpolation: one lists a few conditions that [X] and only [X]
satisfies; see Rimdnyi [35] and Buch—Rimanyi [8].

In this paper we prove that an interpolation characterization exists for CSM classes
of orbits of certain representations; see Theorem 2.7 below. We expect that this new
interpolation method will open the way to finding CSM/SSM classes for quivers,
matroids, and singularities, similarly to what has happened for the fundamental class
in the past two decades.

Although formally we will not use it, let us comment on the origin of this interpolation
theorem. In Maulik—Okounkov [27], Gorbounov—Riményi—Tarasov—Varchenko [18],
and Riményi-Tarasov—Varchenko [37], two seemingly unrelated modules are identified:
(i) the regular representation of the equivariant cohomology algebra of certain symmetric
spaces, and (ii) the Bethe algebra of certain quantum integrable systems. On both sides
of this identification there is a “given” basis and a “sought” basis. On the physics
side the coordinate basis (aka spin basis) is given, and one seeks formulas for the
Bethe basis. On the geometry side the basis of torus fixed points is given, and one
seeks formulas for classes coming from Schubert varieties. Our identification matches
the given basis on one side with the sought basis on the other side. In particular, the
coordinate basis of the Bethe algebra is matched with the CSM classes of Schubert
cells; see Rimanyi—Varchenko [39].
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Example 1.1 A small example for the Bethe algebra of a quantum integrable system
is a certain commutative algebra action (not described here; see eg [18] for more
details) on (Cz)%i) ®C(z1,22, ) =span(v; ® v, V2 ®vy) = span(&; 2, &,1). Here
v; and v, are the coordinate vectors of C2. The element £1,2 = v1 ® vy and the
element & | = —h/(z1 —z2 —h)v; ® V2 + (21 —22) /(21 — 22 —h)va ® vy are singled
out because they are the common eigenvectors of the action. On the other hand one
considers the ((C*)%xC*)—equivariant cohomology ring of 7* P!, with the following
two bases: {y — z,,¥ — z1} (the fixed-point basis: here y is the Chern class of
the tautological line bundle, and z;, z,, A are the equivariant Chern roots), and
{k1 =y —2z2, ko =h+y—z1}. Itis instructive to check that the map [ f(y, z1, z2)] —
S(z1,21,22) /(21 — 22) 612 + f (22,21, 22) /(22 — 21) - £2,1 is an isomorphism (after
suitable localization) from cohomology to the Bethe module, and the fixed-point basis
matches the £-basis, while the spin basis {v; ® vy, vy ® v1} matches {xq,k,}. The
{Kk1, Kk} classes (after putting 7 = 1) are the CSM classes of the Schubert cells in P!

Our Theorem 2.7 stems from this interplay between quantum algebra and characteristic
classes of singular varieties, and it is a version of the main theorem of [39] — see also
Aluffi—-Mihalcea—Schuermann—Su [5] — modified from Schubert calculus settings to
representations with finitely many orbits satisfying the Euler condition.

1.4 CSM/SSM classes of matrix Schubert cells: weight functions,
generating functions

The building blocks of the algebraic combinatorics of fundamental classes both for
quivers and for singularities are the Schur functions. Schur functions are the funda-
mental classes of so-called matrix Schubert varieties; see Fehér—Riményi [11] and
Knutson—Miller [23]. In Sections 5-8 we calculate the CSM and SSM classes of matrix
Schubert cells. Our formulas are not of inclusion-exclusion type; rather, some of our
formulas are of “localization type” (inherently displaying interpolation properties), and
others are iterated residue generating sequences (inherently displaying stabilization
properties of their Schur expansions).

It is important to emphasize that the connections between the CSM classes of ordinary
Schubert cells and CSM classes of matrix Schubert cells are more complex than for
the corresponding fundamental classes (which form the lowest-degree part of the CSM
class). In Appendix B we summarize the differences and relations between the CSM
theory of Schubert cells and matrix Schubert cells.
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In Section 8 we make a conjecture about the signs of the Schur expansions of the
SSM classes of matrix Schubert cells. We are not aware of a direct relation between
this conjecture and the positivity theorem on CSM classes of ordinary Schubert cells
conjectured by Aluffi and Mihalcea [3; 4] and proved by Huh [19]; for more comments
see Appendix B.

1.5 Conjectured two-step positivity of SSM classes

As mentioned, the building blocks of cohomological fundamental class theory are
the Schur functions: when a fundamental class of a geometrically relevant variety is
expanded in appropriate Schur functions, the coefficients are often nonnegative; see
eg Buch [7] and Pragacz—Weber [33].

Schur positivity (or alternating signs) of CSM/SSM classes break down in the simplest
examples. For example, according to Parusifiski—-Pragacz [31], a certain SSM class of
the A, quiver representation is (for notation see Section 6)

(1) s™™ (S ,11) = so+ (—52) + (253 +521)
+ (=384 —3s31 —8211) + (485 + 6541 + 45311 +52111)
+ (=556 —10s51 — 108411 +533 — 583111 —S21111) + -+ -

The signs of the term sg, and also of s33, violate the pattern (as do many more in
higher degrees).

Yet, we conjecture that there is a sign pattern. In fact we expect that the following
two-step positivity property holds in general, for quivers, singularities, and maybe other
geometrically relevant varieties:

o The SSM classes of geometrically interesting varieties, expanded in the new
building blocks, the S, functions of Section 8, have nonnegative coefficients.

o The coefficients of the Schur expansions of the Sy functions have alternating

signs.

The second item is our Conjecture 8.4. We prove the first item in two cases, one of
which is Theorem 8.6 and the other the A, quiver representation in Section 9. For
example, according to Theorem 9.1 we have the positive §) expansion

(2 S ua1) =50 +51 +511 S+
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and the §) functions have alternating Schur expansions
So= S0+ (=s1)+(s2+s11)+(—s3—2521 —s111)
+(s4+3s31+s22+ 38211 +S1111)+ -+,
S1 =50+ (=s1)+(s2+811)+(—53—2821 —S111)81 + (=282 —2s11)
+(3s3+5821+3s111) + (=484 —9s31 =382 = 98211 —4s1111) +- - -,

S11 =80+ (=s1)+(s2+s11)+(=s3—=2821 —S111)s11 + (=221 —38111)
4+ (3s31+2820+ 78211 +6S1111)++ -

3

and so on.

As claimed in (2), adding together the expressions in (3) reproduces (1) — but the signs
in (2) and (3) show patterns, which disappear in the sum. Further examples illustrating
this two-step positivity phenomenon will appear in Kémiives [22] and Promtapan [34].

1.6 Conventions

We will consider varieties over C, and cohomology with coefficient group C. We
distinguish between a “weakly decreasing sequence of nonnegative integers” and a
“partition”. The first one has a fixed length, while a partition does not change by adding
a 0 at the end.
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2 Classical and equivariant CSM/SSM classes

2.1 Classical CSM theory

First we recall the main notions of the classical (nonequivariant) CSM theory; for more
detailed expositions see eg [2; 1; 3; 4].

For a complex algebraic variety X let F(X) be the abelian group of constructible
functions on X', ie the group whose elements are finite sums ) _; n; 1p; , where the W;
are locally closed subvarieties of X', 1y is the characteristic function of W (1 on W,
0 outside of W), and n; € Z. For a proper morphism f: Y — X define fi: F(Y)—
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F(X) by fulp)(p) = x(f~Y(p)NW) for p € X. Consider also the Borel-Moore
homology functor Hy(—) on complex algebraic varieties and proper morphisms.

It was conjectured by Deligne and Grothendieck and proved by MacPherson [26] that
there exists a unique natural transformation Cy: F(—) — Hx(—), which, for a smooth X
satisfies Cx(1y) =c(TX )Ny , where puy € Hyop(X) is the homological fundamental
class of X'. Being a natural transformation Cy also satisfies Cx (@ +8) = Cx () +Cx(B)
and fixCx (o) = Cx fx (o) for a proper morphism f .

The (homological) Chern—Schwartz—MacPherson class ¢ (X) = Cx(1ly) € Hx(X)
is hence an inhomogeneous Borel-Moore homology class, satisfying push-forward
properties, and generalizing the notion of total Chern class of the tangent bundle for
situations where the tangent bundle does not exist. For a closed embedding i: X C M
one can push forward ¢y, (X) to the homology of M, and if M is also smooth with
Poincaré duality P then one can consider the “relative” CSM classes csm(X C M) =
ix(csm(X)) € He(M) and ¢*™(X C M) = P(csm(X C M)) € H*(M). In this paper
we will mainly be concerned with the last, cohomology version.

Remark 2.1 MacPherson’s proof of the existence of C, is through the important
notions of Mather class and local Euler obstruction.

2.2 Ohmoto’s G —equivariant MacPherson transformation

The equivariant CSM theory was studied for torus actions in [42]. For reductive linear
groups G, Ohmoto [28; 29] defined the G—equivariant version of the Cy transformation
of the preceding section. Namely, the group of “G—invariant constructible functions”
FO(X) is defined for a G—space X . The characteristic functions 1y of G—invariant
subvarieties W induce elements in F¢(X), and the equivariant push-forward f*G for
these elements coincides with the ordinary push-forward of the preceding section. The
G—equivariant version H*G of the H, functor is defined in [10].

In his work, Ohmoto proves the existence of the equivariant MacPherson transformation
CS: F%(—) - HZ(-), functorial with respect to proper equivariant push-forward,
and which satisfies CZ(1y) = c%(TX) N u)G( if X is a projective smooth G—variety.

Again, the version we study (just like Ohmoto) is the following: assume i: X C M
is a G—equivariant closed embedding into the smooth variety M with equivariant
Poincaré duality P¢. The (cohomological) G—equivariant CSM class is defined to be
cg(XCM)= PCIS(CE(1y))) € HE (M). Recall that G—equivariant cohomology
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of a G—space M is defined to be the ordinary cohomology of the Borel construction
EGxgM ={(e,m)}/{(e,m)~ (eg™', gm)), where EG is a contractible space with
a free right G-action.

In the rest of the paper we will only use equivariant cohomological CSM classes.
Hence, from now on we drop the G sub- and superscripts, and also use the shorthand
notation ¢*™(X) = ¢*™(X C M) € Hf (M) when the ambient space M is clear from
the context.

The class s*™(X) = ¢"™(X)/c(TM) is called the (equivariant) Segre—Schwartz—
MacPherson (SSM) class. In fact the SSM class may have nonzero components
in infinitely many degrees, thus it lives in the completion of Hj(M). In our notation
we will not indicate this completion.

2.3 Properties of equivariant CSM/SSM classes

For future reference we summarize some important properties of CSM/SSM classes:

(i) For invariant constructible functions f and g and scalars k,/ € C we have

Mk f +1g) =ke™™(f) +1c™(g) and ¥ (kf +1g) = ks™(f) +15M(g).
In particular, CSM and SSM classes are motivic, that is, we have ¢ (X UY) =
ASM(X) 4+ ™) —c™(X NY), and the same holds for s5™ classes.

(i) If n: Y — M is an equivariant morphism between smooth varieties then

e (c(TY)) =Y ac™(My),

where M, ={m e M : x(n~'(m)) = a}.

(iii) For a closed G-invariant embedding i: X C M, with X and M both smooth,
S™MX C M)=ix(c(TX)) and s (X C M)=is(c(TX))/c(TM)=is(c(—v)),
where v is the normal bundle of X C M.

(iv) For Y and M smooth let X C M be an invariant subvariety with an invariant

Whitney stratification. Assume 1: Y — M is (equivariant and) transversal to
the strata of X. Then s™(n~1 (X)) = n*(s"™(X)).

Properties (i), (ii), and (iii) are essentially the defining properties of Ohmoto’s C*G
transformation; see [28, Section 3.2 (a)(i),(ii),(iii)]. Property (iv) follows from the
equivariant Verdier—-Riemann—Roch; see [28, Theorem 4.2] and [29, Proposition 3.8].

The orbit stratification of an algebraic group action with finitely many orbits is a
Whitney stratification; see eg the main result of [20] and [40]. Below we will apply (iv)
to such situations without mentioning the existence of Whitney stratifications.

Geometry & Topology, Volume 22 (2018)



Chern—Schwartz—MacPherson classes of degeneracy loci 3583

2.4 Equivariant CSM/SSM classes in representations

Let us assume that the underlying space M is a vector space, and rename it V. Then
the CSM and SSM classes of X C V are in H (V) = H*(BG), hence they are
G—characteristic classes. The main importance of this special case is the following “de-
generacy locus” interpretation of SSM classes, which is a consequence of property (iv).

Let G acton V and let X be an invariant subvariety. The Borel construction applied
to X CVand EX := EGxg X C EV := EG xg V produces fibrations over BG
(with fibers X and V', respectively), and EV — BG is the universal bundle with
fiber V' and structure group G . Hence, for a bundle £ — B with fiber V' and structure
group G we have the classifying maps p: B — BG and p: E — EV. We define
X(E) = p~Y(EX), the “X—points in each fiber of E — B”. If B is smooth, a
G—-invariant Whitney stratification of X induces a Whitney stratification of X' (E).

Theorem 2.2 [29, Theorem 3.12(4)] Let X C V be an invariant variety of the G—
representation V. Let E — B be a bundle with fiber V and structure group G, and
assume B is smooth and compact. Let o be a section which is transversal to a Whitney
stratification of X(E). Then the ordinary (that is, nonequivariant) SSM class of
oY (X(E)) C B can be obtained as s™ (X)) (as a G—characteristic class) evaluated at
the bundle E — B.

Here are some other properties we will need:

(v) Let Xo C X C V be invariant subvarieties and let Xy be smooth. Assume that
there is an invariant complementary subspace W <V to Ty X, transversal to X .
Then ¢ (X) is divisible by ¢(THXp).

(vi) Let X C ¥V = C” be an invariant (ie stable with respect to multiplication
by A € C) cone-subvariety. We have

AMX)=[X]+---+e(V) and ss"(X)=[X]+---,

that is, the smallest-degree part of both is the (equivariant) fundamental class.
The class ¢®™ has finitely many nonzero components, the highest degree of which
is the Euler class e(V) = []/_; w; for the weights w; of the representation.
(We choose a maximal torus of G, and by “weights” we will always mean the
weights of the corresponding torus action.)
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(vii) Let the representation on V' = C” have k zero weights. That is, the zero-weight
subspace Vo C V has dimension k. Assume W is an invariant complementary
subspace to V}y and is transversal to the invariant cone-subvariety X . Then

n—k
ANX)=[X]+---+ l_[ w;,
i=1
where the w; are the nonzero weights of V. That is, the highest-degree part
of ¢*™(X) has degree n — k and it is the product of the nonzero weights.

Property (v) is proved as follows (see also [39, Section 6]): from (iv) we have that
SMX CV)eV) =cS"™XNW C W)/c(W), and therefore ¢*™(X C V) =
c(V/W)e™(X nW c W), but ¢(V/W) = ¢(TyXy). The proof of (vi) is in
[28, Section 4.1]. Here we prove (vii): from (iv) we know that ¢ (X)/c(V) =
S™X NW)/e(W). Since ¢(V) = c(W), applying (vi) to X "W C W proves (vii).

Remark 2.3 In particular, property (vi) claims that the #" component of ¢™(X) is
independent of X'; it only depends on the representation. The essence of (vii) compared
to (vi) is that not only the n'" but also the (n—1)%, ..., (n—k)™ components of ¢*™(X)
are independent of X .

In concrete examples — eg the ones we will deal with in the paper — the existence
of W (in properties (v) and (vii)) can easily be checked. In fact passing to the maximal
compact subgroup (which does not affect equivariant cohomology) it can be proved in
very general situations.

Example 2.4 Let the 2—torus act on C3 by (a,b) - (x,y,z) = (ax,b?y,z). Let
« and f be the first Chern classes of the 2—torus corresponding to @ and b. Thus the
weights of this representation are o, 28, and 0. Let X = {x =0}, ¥ ={y =0}, and
Z = {z = 0}. Tt is instructive to verify property (vii) in the examples

AMX) =042, AMNY)=(04w)2B, ASN(XNY)=2apf,
AMXUY)=>0428)a+ (1 +a)28—20B =a+28+2ap.
The claims in the first line follow from (iii) and the claim in the second follows from (i).

2.5 Interpolation characterization

Consider the linear representation V' of the algebraic group G. Assume it has finitely
many orbits, and assume that the representation contains the scalars, that is, orbits are
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invariant under multiplication by A € C*. For an orbit Q let Gg be the stabilizer
subgroup of a point xq € €2, and let

pa: Hg(V) —> HG ()

be the restriction map. After the identifications H5 (V) = H*(BG) and H () =
HE;Q (xq) = H*(BGg) the map ¢q: H*(BG) — H*(BGgq) is the one induced by
the inclusion G C G.

Let Tq be the tangent space of Q2 at xq, and let Ng = V/Tq be the “normal” space.

The group Gg acts on T and Ng, hence these representations have an equivariant
total Chern class (¢) and an Euler class (¢) in H*(BGg).

We say that the representation with finitely many orbits satisfies the Euler condition if
e(Ng) is not a O—divisor in H*(BGg) forall . Let us recall two topological lemmas.

Lemma 2.5 [12, Theorem 3.7] Let ®,®,,... be the list of orbits which satisfy
i<j=0;¢0 j in a representation satisfying the Euler condition. Suppose that
w € HE(V) is 0 when restricted to ®1 U --- U O and is also 0 when restricted
to ©g4 1. Then w is 0 when restricted to ®; U+ U Q4. O

Lemma 2.6 Let W be an invariant subspace of the G-representation V, and let
e € HE (W)= H*(BG) be the equivariant Euler class of the normal bundle of W C V..
Ifaclass w € HE (V) = H*(BG) is supported on W (that is, it is 0 when restricted
to V — W), then it is divisible by e.

Proof The statement follows from the exactness of the Gysin sequence

HEm VD (wy s HL(W) — HE(V — W),

where the first map is multiplication by e, and the second map is the composition
HE(W) = HZ(pt) = HEL(V) > HE(V — W), with r being the restriction map. DO

For a cohomology class x = x¢ + x| 4+ X3 4+ --- € H*(X), where x; € H* (X), let
deg(x) be the largest i for which x; # 0. We set deg(0) = —oc0.

Theorem 2.7 Let the G-representation V contain the scalars, let it have finitely many
orbits, and et it satisty the Euler condition. Let Q2 be an orbit. The following properties
uniquely determine ¢*™(2):
D ¢a(™(Q)) =c(Te)e(Ne) € H*(BGq),
(I ¢ (c™(R2)) is divisible by ¢(Tg) in H*(BGg) for any orbit ©,
() deg(pe(c®™(2))) < deg(c(To)e(Ng)) for any orbit ® ditferent from 2.
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Proof First we prove that ¢*™(2) satisfies the properties.

The orbit € is smooth at xq, hence the image of ¢ (2) at the restriction homo-
morphism ¢q: HG(V) — HE(Q) = Hég(xg) is ¢(Tq)e(Ng); see (iii); hence
property (I) is proved.

Let

4) 1o=Y dools.
P=<Q

where ® < Q means that ® C Q. Then ¢"™(Q) = Y <0 dg,cpcsm(é) and

pe(c™(RQ)) = Z dg a¢e(c*™(P)).
O<d<Q
Each of the ¢g (csm@)) restrictions are divisible by ¢(Tg), because of (v). This
proves property (I).

Observe that the number of zero weights of Gg acting on the tangent space of V' at Mg
is n —deg(c(Te)e(Ng)). Hence, for any i > deg(c(Te)e(Ng)) the i™ component
of ¢g(c*™(®)) does not depend on ®; let the common value be called x;. Then for
i > deg(c(Tg)e(Ng)) we have that the i component of g (c*™(R2)) is

(5) Xi Y dao.

O<d=<Q
However, substituting Mg in the identity (4) we get 0 = Z@S‘psﬂ do.e. Hence
expression (5) is 0 for all i > deg(c¢(Tg)e(Ng)), which proves property (III).

The proof of the uniqueness of classes satisfying (I)—(III) is an adaptation of the argu-
ment in [27, Section 3.3]. Suppose two classes satisfy the conditions above for ¢¥™(£2),
and let @ be their difference. Then for every ® we have that ¢g(w) is divisible
by ¢(Te) and has degree strictly less than deg(c(Tg)e(Ng)). Let ®1,0,,... bea
(finite) list of orbits satisfying i < j = ©; ¢ ® i . We will prove by induction on s that @
is 0 when restricted to ®; U---U®;. For s =0 the claim holds. Suppose we know this
statement for s — 1 and want to prove it for 5. Because of the induction hypotheses, @
is supported on ©3U B, U---. Hence its O, restriction must be divisible by e(Ng, )
(Lemma 2.6). We also know that it is divisible by ¢(Tg,). These classes are coprime
in H*(BGe),), therefore we have that ¢g, (w) is divisible by c¢(Tg, )e(Ng,). Since its
degree is strictly less than that of ¢(Te,)e(Ng, ), we have that ¢, (w) =0. Lemma 2.5
implies that w restricted to ®; U ®, U---U Oy is also zero. O
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Remark 2.8 The CSM class of a variety is supported on its closure. Thus the property
(IV) ¢e(c™(Q)) =0 for ® ¢ Q

holds too. It is not listed among the axioms above, because it is forced by them.

3 Matrix Schubert cells

One of our goals in this paper is to give formulas for the CSM/SSM classes of the
orbits of a certain representation. These orbits will be called the matrix Schubert cells.

Let us fix nonnegative integers k < n. Consider the group GL;(C) x B, acting
on Hom(Ck, C™) by (4, B)-M = BMA~'. Here B, is the Borel subgroup of n xn
lower triangular matrices. The finitely many orbits of this action are parametrized
by d—element subsets J = {j; < --- < jz} C {1,...,n} with 0 < d < k. The
corresponding orbit is

(6) Qy={M isan nxk matrix : tk(top » rows of M) = |J N{l,...,r}|}.

A representative of the orbit Q2 is the n x k matrix My whose entries are 0’s, except
the (jy,u) entries are 1 (u = 1,...,d). The orbits will be called matrix Schubert
cells, and their closures are usually called matrix Schubert varieties; see eg [11; 23].

For J ={j; <--- < jqz} C{l,...,n} we define a few subsets of the entries of k x n
matrices that will be useful later. Let
Ag={w,u)e{l,...,n}x{l,....k}:u<dandv=j,},
Ay ={w,u)e{l,...,n}x{l,....k}:u<dandv < j,},
Ay, ={(v,u)e{l,...,n}x{l,....k}:u=<dandv > j,},

Ay ={(v,u)e{l,...,n}x{l,....k}:u>d},
Ag={(w,u)e{l,...,n}x{1,....k}:v= jy, and u > w for some w < d}.
The set T ; = Ag U A, U A4 represents the directions in Hom(C¥*, C”) that are in the
tangent space of Qy at My, and Ny = {1,...,n} x{l,..., k} —AgUA, UA,

represents the directions normal to Q5 at M. Therefore dimQ; = |T ;| and
codim(2; € Hom(Ck,C")) =N |.

Example 3.1 For k =2 and n = 3 there are seven orbits, corresponding to the subsets
{1,2}, {1, 3}, {2,3}, {1}, {2}, {3}, {}, with representatives ( ® or - stands for 0) the
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matrices
1] o 1] o . 1] o
e 11, o .1, 1 o}, o .1, 1 o}, -],
o o o ] o ] . ° 1] e

In each matrix a * or a 1 indicates boxes corresponding to directions tangent to €2 5
and the rest (indicated by - ) correspond to normal directions.

Letay,...,ox and By, ..., By be the Chern roots of the group GLx (C)x B, , or equiv-
alently, the homotopically equivalent reductive group GLj (C) x GL{(C)". We have

(7) H*(B(GL(C) x By))
= H*(B(GL4(C) x GL1(C)")) = Clay, ..., ak, 1., Bnl>F,

and the weights of the representation Hom(CK, C") defined above are 8, — a,, for
v=1,...,nand u=1,...,k. The weight space of 8, —«y is the line corresponding
to the (v, u) entry of Hom(Ck, C?).

The (GL;(C)xB, )~(GL;(C)x GL;(C)")—equivariant CSM and SSM classes of
matrix Schubert cells €y are hence elements of the ring (7) and its completion,
respectively. To claim the result about these classes in Section 5 we first need to define
some important functions in Section 4.

4 Weight functions

In this section we define some important polynomials that will be identified with CSM
classes of matrix Schubert cells in Section 5.

4.1 Localization form of weight functions
Letk <mand I C{l,...,k},where |I|=d <k and I ={i; <---<ig}.

Definition 4.1 Let ¢ = (oy,...,ox) and B =(B1,...,Bn). Let Ur(a, B) be given by

d n k n d i,—1 d k | -
[T [T (+Bv—aw) [T T1Bv—ew) [T [I Bo—cw) [T [l ——
u=1v=i,+1 u=d+1v=1 u=1 v=1 u=1v=u+1 Oy —0y

A permutation ¢ € Sj acts on a k—tuple by permuting the components. Define the
“weight function”

1
(k—d)!

Wi = Wi(a; B) = Y Ur(o(@):B).

oES)
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Although we omitted from the notation, the function W; depends on k and n as well;
their stabilization properties will be discussed below. Despite their appearance the
weight functions are polynomials with integer coefficients, in fact of degree kn —d.

Remark 4.2 Weight functions were used in [41] to describe g-hypergeometric so-
lutions of the quantum Knizhnik—Zamolodchikov equations. They also appeared in
joint works [18; 37; 39] with the second author, as key components in identifying
cohomology rings with Bethe algebras. In these past works weight functions were only
defined for d = k; the present d < k extension is new. The reason for calling the
form above the “localization form” of the weight function, together with a geometric
interpretation, is explained in Appendix C.

Remark 4.3 1n [39] the d = k weight functions are divided by a particular factor. Tt
is shown there that these rational functions are (in a suitable sense) representatives of
CSM classes in some quotient rings that are naturally identified with cohomology rings
of compact spaces. See more on this in Appendix B.

Example 4.4 For k = 1 and n = 2 we have

Wiy=14+B2—a1, Wy =B1—ai, Wy =(B1—a)(Br—a).
For kK =2 and n = 2 we have

Wiy = AFB2—a)(Br-wa)(+ai—a) | (I+fa—aa)(fi—a)(I+aa—ai)
{1,2} a1 —0> ) —Q]

=14+ B1+B2+2B1B2— (a1 +a2)(B1 + B2) —a1 —az + 20 3.

4.2 Residue form of weight functions

The B; =0 for i = 1,...,n substitution Wy (e;O0,...,0) of the weight function Wy
will be denoted by Wy g—g.

We will use residue formulas for various functions. Recall that Res,—, f(z) dz
of a meromorphic form at the complex number o is the coefficient of (z — w)~!
in the Laurent expansion of f at w, equivalently, 1/(277) fy f(2)dz for a small
circle y oriented counterclockwise around w. If f is holomorphic around @ we
have Res,=y f(2)dz/(z — w) = f(w). As usual, we define Res,=c f(2)dz =
—Res,—o(f(1/z)dz/z%). We will use the residue theorem claiming that the sum of
residues of a meromorphic form on the Riemann sphere is 0. For z = zy, ..., zx let
RES (f(z) dz) be a shorthand notation for Res;;, —co - - - ReSz,=c0 ReSz, =00 (f(2) dz).
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Lemma 4.5 For a polynomial p in k variables we have
p(_Zl”_Zk)l_[lfl<j§k(Z] _Zl)dzl ...dzk
k k
[Tici [Tj=1Gi +w))
= (=¥ Z Py o (k))

[Ti<icj<k@o() — @)

(8) RESy

oeSy

Proof Let
p(=z1, s =zp) [1<icj<k(zj — 20)

k k
[Tici [Tj=1 G + o)
By iterating the Res,—, f(z) dz/(z —a) = f(a) formula we obtain that

Dg(1)s+-vr O
©) Res .-+ Res (f(z)dzy---dzx)= o) o)) .
="ty Z1="00() [Ti<i<j<k(@o(j) = o)

fe)=

for a permutation o € Sy . The form f(z) dz has no other finite residues than the ones
in (9). Hence if we add (9) for all 0 € S} then we obtain the sum of all finite residues
of f(z)dz. Applying the residue theorem for zy, z,, ..., zx (at each application we
pick up a (—1)) we obtain the statement of the theorem. m|

Theorem 4.6 Ford <k <n with |I|=d,letr =k —d and

IL[ n+r—a l—[ Zlk-i-l a—1 ﬁ (1+Za)n_ik+l—u
a=1 a=r+1 a=r+1
k a—1
x I T1(+zp—za) I (za—2zp).
a=r+1b=1 1<b<a<k
We have
J1
Wi g=o = (—1)k RESk( dzi -~-dzk).
g H]szl l_[ff:l(zu + o)

Proof We have
k
_ 1
Uzﬂo—l_[(l—a)" ] (au>”n(au)’“ o Moo
u=d+1 u= u=1v=u+1 Yu—0v

Temporarily denote o, = wg 41—y, that is, consider the list of «; variables backwards.
After rearrangements we obtain

Ur.g=o0
k , k a-1 _
= 1 -o0" [ Copitoa [ (—ogriste [ ] L=
a=r+1 a=r+1 a=r+1b=1 Pa—Wp
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Define
10 Vi=U X wa) ¢
(10) 1=Urg=0 1_[( a) aﬂlbﬂlwa g
We claim that
(11) Y Vio(@1.....00). 0p41. ... 0p) = Urpo.
oES,
Indeed, since Uy g—¢ is symmetric in wy,...,®,, it can be pulled out of the sym-

metrization, and the symmetrization of the last two factors of (10) is well known to be 1.

Another interpretation of (11) is that the left-hand side of (11) equals

1
F Z U],ﬁ:()(o’(a)l,...,a)r),(,()r+1,...,a)k).

" oesS,

Thus, for the weight function we obtain

(12) Wig=o= Y _ Vi(o(oi.....0)).
gE€Sk
Lemma 4.5 then completes the proof. a

5 CSM classes of matrix Schubert cells are weight functions
Now we calculate the CSM classes of matrix Schubert cells.

Theorem 5.1 Consider the (GL(C)x B, )-representation Hom(Ck, C") and the
description of the orbits in Section 3. For the equivariant Chern—Schwartz—MacPherson
class of the orbit 27 we have

M(R2y) = Wi (a, B).

Probably the most natural proof of Theorem 5.1 is through the classical method of
resolution of singularities, using the geometry of the weight function; see Appendix C.
Here we show a proof based on the interpolation characterization of CSM classes
(Theorem 2.7) to illustrate this new method for future applications where manageable
resolutions are not known.

Proof We will show that Wy satisfies the properties of Theorem 2.7 for the represen-
tation Hom(Ck, C™).
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Let J ={j; <---< ji}, where d < k. By looking at the matrix My one finds that
the maximal torus of Gg, is of rank n +k —d and the map ¢;: H, GLk(C)XB V) —
H*(BGg,), composed with the inclusion H*(BGq) C H*(BTg) (where Tgq is the
maximal torus of Gg ), can be described by

C[alv'--’ak?ﬁl’~--’ﬂn]Sk _>(C[ad+1,---,Olkaﬁl,---,ﬁn],

i =1,...,d,
Olu|—>{ﬂ]u or u

and — forv=1,...,n.
o, foru=d+1,....k Pvi=> By

Using the notation in Section 3 we have that
«(Tq,) = ¢J( T a+5 —au)) and e(Ng,) = ¢J( T & —au)),
(v,u)eT ; (v,u)eNy

and that deg(c(Tq,)e(Ng,)) =nk —d. It follows that the representation satisfies the
Euler condition.

Let / ={i; <--- <.} and recall that Uy is defined to be

e iy—1 k

0 11 (+bo-cw) 11 T Bo—aw) 11 T Bo—a) [T 1 1Fo=0

u=1v=iy+1 u=e+1v=1 u=1 v=1 u=1v=u+1 Yu—%

P, P> P3 Py

‘We have that

(13) ¢J(W1)=¢J(ﬁ > Ul(o(oo;ﬂ))

Y Ur@Bjy-- Bjg-Casrs - )i B).

oES)

e)'

The main observation of the proof is that because of factors of P, and P; the term

UI,J,U = UI(U(ﬂjl’ BRI :Bjd’ad—}—l’ ce ,O[k); ﬂ)
vanishes for many o . Namely, if there exists a u = 1,..., d such that
(14) o u)>e or (0c7'w)<e and ig=1(u) > Ju)

then Ur j o = 0. This condition necessarily holds if e < d, so for such cases (13)
is 0. Therefore in the rest of the proof we will assume that d < e. Also, define S ,’:
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by o€ Sf ifforallu=1,...,d we have o Y(u)<e and lg—1(u) = Ju, and we have
(15) brWD) = ——— 3" ¢, (Ur((@); B)).
(ko) :
[ofS] K

Now we are ready to prove properties (I)—(III).

If I =J (in particular d = ¢) then o € S;" if and only if o (u) =u foru =1,...e.
Hence there are (k —¢)! terms in (15) and each of them is

¢J( [T Q+Bv—aw) 1 Buv—aw) 1 Bv—aw) I (1+,3v—otu))

(v,u)eA, (v,u)eAs (v,u)eA (v,u)eA4 (:Bv_au)
= ¢J( 1_[ (I+Bv—ay) 1_[ (ﬂv_au))
(v,u)eT (v,u)eNy
=c(Tq,)e(Ng,)-

This proves property (I).

To prove property (I) we need to show that [], ,yea, ua,ua, ¢7(1 + Bv — w)
divides the expression in (15). We claim that this divisibility holds for every term
of (15). A term of (15) is a product of ¢ j—images of the factors in Py, P,, Ps,
and P4. For (v,u) € Ay we have ¢5(1 + By —ay) = 1. For (v,u) € A, the factor
¢y (1 4+ By —ay) appears as one factor in ¢y (P;) (because of o € S,f). If (v,u)e Ay
then the factor ¢y (14 B, —«y,) appears either as a factor of ¢y (Py) or ¢ 5 (P4) (again,
because of o € ;). The factors of [], e, ua, #7(1 + By —ay) are all different,
hence we proved the divisibility property (II).

To prove property (III) recall that if e < d then ¢y (Wy) =0. If e > d then
deg(py (Wy)) = deg(Wy) =nk —e <nk —d = deg(c(Tq,)e(Ng,)).

Let us assume that d = e but J # I. Then for each term of (15) there is a u €
{1,...,d} for which j, >i,-1(,). This implies that among the factors of ¢ (P;) one

is o7 (14 Bj, —Bj,) = 1. Hence
deg(¢pgs (Wr)) <deg(Wj)—1=nk —e—1<nk —d =deg(c(Tq,)e(Ng,)). O

Corollary 5.2 Consider the (GL;(C)x B, )-representation Hom(C k C") and the
description of the orbits in Section 3. For the equivariant Segre—Schwartz—MacPherson
class of the orbit 2; we have

Ssm(Q[) — W[(OL, .B) O

ﬂ'Z:l [To=1(1+ By —Ofu)'
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The GLg (C)—equivariant CSM and SSM classes of €2 are therefore Wy g—o and
k
WI,ﬂ:O/ Hu=1(1 —oy)".

6 Symmetric functions. Residue generator functions.

In Sections 7 and 8 we will give generating function descriptions of certain CSM/SSM
classes. In this section we recall Schur functions, and develop the (“iterated residue”)
generating function tool we will use later.

Below we will work with integer vectors (Aq,...,A,), and some of them will be
weakly decreasing, ie satisfying A; > A;41. A partition is a class of weakly decreasing
integer vectors generated by the relation (Ay,...,Ay) ~ (A1,..., Ay, 0).

Let us warn the reader that certain theorems will deal with weakly decreasing integer
vectors, and in those, (3, 1) and (3, 1, 0), for example, are different integer vectors.

6.1 Schur functions

Let ¢; fori =1,2,... be asequence of variables, set c<og =0 and ¢y = 1, and declare
deg(c;) =i. For an integer vector A = (Ay,...,Ay) € ZH define

sy =det(ca; +j—i)i,j=1,..u € Cler, ca, ... ]
If 53 # 0 then its degree is [A| =) A;. We have s) =s, o and the straightening laws

(16) S(La,b,J) = —S(Ib—1,a+1,7) and  S(1aqa+1,7) =0.

The collection of s, for partitions A is a basis of the vector space of polynomials in c; .
For A a partition, s; is called a Schur function; other s) will be called fake Schur
functions. Later we will also deal with formal (infinite) sums of s;’s, ie we formally
work in the completion C[[cy, ¢3,...]. Since the straightening laws respect degree, an
infinite sum of s;’s make sense as long as for every n there are finitely many terms
for which |A| =n.

Certain substitutions will play a key role below. Namely, let o1, ..., and B, ..., Bx
be two finite sets of variables (all declared to have degree 1), and define
oM Cler,ean ... ]— Clog, ... o Brs. .. Bu] S
by
T, O+ Bin)

(17) PN (1 4 1t 4 eat? +--) E :
[Tz (1 +a40)
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For example ok (s;) = Z;‘l=1 Bi — Z{;l a;, and

PO = Y ey and p™(si)= Y BiBi+ Y, BF
1<i<j<k 1<i<j<n 1<i<n

The statement
(18) ker pF" = span{sy : Agyq =n+ 1}

is proved (albeit not stated) in [17, Section 3.2]: indeed, the D part follows from the
factorization formula on page 37, and the C part from the proposition on page 36,
of [17].

Lemma 6.1 For an integer vector A = (A, ...,Ay) we have

0 K oo Iz
A Zj C dz;

SA=(—1)MRESM(HZI' -1 ( —_l)l_[ > —ZH—I),

i=1  1<i<jsp’ G i=tu=07%i i=1 “i
M ) , u T 1 A’ )
1_[ Z?\z. H (1_&)1—[ Hz—l( +18u/Zl)'H &)
i=t  asi<jsps 7= o (H4ew/zi) i=1 7
Proof Using the identity [];<;.;<x (1 —zi/z;) = 3 _,cs, sgn(o) m* LoD

i=1~i

P () =(=D* RESM(

right-hand side of the first line equals

00 kg

M u
(19) (=D RES“( Z sgn(o) l_[zi)»i-i-a(i)—i 1—[ Z ;_Z l—[ ;)

oES) i=1 i=lu=0 ! j=1
By iterated application of

o0
. cy dz
Res | z E —— | = —cy
Z=00 zZ¥ z

(proved by changing coordinates z = 1 /w and calculating the residue at w = 0 by check-
ing the (—1)% coefficient of the Laurent expansion) we obtain further that (19) equals

w
Z sgn(o) 1_[ Chi+o(i)—i = Sh»

oSy i=1

as desired. The second line follows formally from the first one by (17). a

6.2 The S—operation

Let zy, ..., z, be an ordered set of variables. For a monomial Zi" .- zfl“ define
Szinza (Zf‘ --Zﬁ“) = Skl
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For polynomials in zy, ..., z, we extend this operation linearly. Since the straightening
rules (16) respect the degree the operation extends formally to formal power series,
resulting in infinite sums of s, ’s, that is, formal power series in ¢;’s. For example

(20) Sz, (Zfzz Z ) 2531 =831 + 833 + 833 —2814

i=0 i=1
Observe that the middle expression is an expansion in terms of (possibly fake) Schur
functions, and the last expression is an expansion in terms of Schur functions.

We will use certain rational functions to encode formal power series. Namely, by

convention, the rational functions of the form

p(zla"-,zﬂ)
Hl—l(l +Kizi)li ’

where p is a polynomial and «; € Z, will denote the formal power series obtained

by replacing each 1/(1 + «;z;) factor by Z]?’;O(—/cizi)j . For example, under this
convention, by S, 2, (Zfzz /(1 —z3)) we mean the same expression as (20).

Define S5 (f(2)) = pF"(Sz(f(2))).-

The following proposition — which follows directly from Lemma 6.1 —is the reason
for calling the S—operation the “iterated residue operation”.

Proposition 6.2 For a polynomial or formal power series p(zy,...,z,) we have

on coresy(pe 1 (1-2) 1 5 4% 140 s a0,

1<i<j<u i=1u=0 % i=1 Zi

(22) (—I)MRES,L(p(z) M (1= fi el b/ ﬁ@)

Z = IR (4w /zi) i=1 F
=8k L. (p(). O

1<i<j=<u

7 Generating functions parametrized by weakly decreasing
sequences

In this section we prove generating sequence descriptions of the GLj (C)—equivariant
CSM and SSM classes of matrix Schubert varieties, Theorem 7.6 and Corollary 7.8.
These generating functions will depend on weakly decreasing integer sequences. In
Section 8 these results will be improved to generating sequences depending on partitions.
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It is a remarkable fact of Schubert calculus that the equivariant fundamental class of
(the closure of) a matrix Schubert cells does not change when one attaches a 0 to the
end of the weakly decreasing integer sequence [11; 23]. We will see below that the
higher order terms of CSM and SSM classes change with this operation. Yet, there is
one version that will depend only on a partition (see Theorem 8.5).

7.1 Conventions on integer sequences

Recall that the set
Tkp=U:1={i; <---<igyC{l,...,n} forsome 0 <d <k}

parametrizes the matrix Schubert cells of Hom(C¥, C"). To an element I € Tk n We
associate a weakly decreasing sequence A = (A1 = A, > --- > Ay) of nonnegative
integers by the conversion formula

ha=ligt1—q—(k+1—a)
fora=1,...,k, where by convention iy, =n-+afora=1,...,k—d.
For a sequence A = (A > Ay > --- > A ) of weakly decreasing integers, let
I, ={ij<iy<---<iy}CZ
be defined by the conversion formula (equivalent to the one above)
lqg = Ak+1-q +a.

We say that A = (A1 > A, > --- > Aj) and the nonnegative integer n are compatible if
the elements in [, larger than n form an interval (possibly empty) starting at n + 1;
that is, if there existsa ¢ > 0 such that I} NZ~"={n+1,n+2,...,n+q}.

It follows that map I +— A described above is a bijection between Z , and
Tjy={h:h=(A; == ) € N¥ with A and n compatible}.
The inverse map I;C 0= Zikn s A > Iy N{l,...,n}. Observe that a given A is

compatible with any sufficiently large 7.

Example 7.1 Let £k = 2 and n = 3 and consider the subsets I C {1,2,3} as in
Example 3.1. The corresponding A’s are (0, 0), (1, 0), (1, 1), (2,0), (2, 1), (2,2), (3, 3),
respectively.
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Example 7.2 The sequence A = (3, 1) is compatible with 7 if and only if n > 4 (since
I, =1{2,5}). The element corresponding to A = (3,1) in Z5 4 is I = {2}. Forn > 5
the element corresponding to A = (3, 1) in Z, ,, is 1 = {2, 5}.

7.2 Generating functions for GL (C)—equivariant CSM and SSM classes
The (GLg(C)x B, )—equivariant CSM/SSM classes we study are elements of

Clay, ..., ok, B1o-... Ba]> and Clo,....0% B1.....Ba]5%.

By plugging in 8; =0 forall i = 1,...,n we obtain symmetric polynomials (power
series) in oy, ..., Q, hence linear combinations (formal infinite sums) of polynomials
,ok 0(s;.). The topological counterpart of this substitution is considering equivariant
cohomology only with respect to the GLg (C) factor of GL;(C) x B,, .

Denote
cpmo (1) = " (QD)g,=0,0=1,... and spL,(R1) = 5" (RD)|g,=0,v=1....-
Our next goal is to find expressions for the Schur function expansions of these functions.

Proposition 7.3 For A € I}C o let I =1, N{1,... ,n} be the corresponding element
inZy,. Let

k .k .

i=1 i=1
X [I (O+zi—z) [l (z—z).

1<i<j<k 1<i<j<k
Aj—j<n—k—1
We have
fk n
S (Q ) = (—1)* RES : dzy---dzy ).
B=0 I,n{1,...,n} k k k 1 k
l_[i=1 Hu:l(zi +Olu)

Proof We have 0;‘3‘1 0(§21) = Wy g—o by Theorem 5.1. For the right-hand side we have
a residue description, Theorem 4.6, which is reformulated here for A instead of /. O

Definition 7.4 Let k,n € N. For A = (A1 = Ay, > --- > Ay), where A > 0, define

ko & k—1—X;+i
Fom=T1 " [ 4z @ hmt=bitd [T (42— 2),
i=1 i=1 1<i<j<k
Aj—j<n—k—1

csm
ssm o __ A,n

A., -
" ]—[f'czl(l +z;)"
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Observe that if 7 is large (precisely, n > A + k') then F 3 does not depend on 7.
The stabilized value will be called

@) BN H l_[<1+z)k R G-z

i=1 i=1 1<i<j=<k

J
: 1+ZI_Z]
24 =
%) l—[(l—i-zl) l—[ 1+ 2z

i=1 1i=1

Example 7.5 We have

ssm ssm _ 21(1+Zl_22)
f(l O)O_Zl; ]:(1’0),1— (1+Zl)(1+22),
ssm z1(1+ 21— 23) ssm z1(1 421 —2)

F = . F — Fssm — .
G027 (A 2) (1 +2)27 7 B0 T Q02T (14 2)(1 4 29)°

The following theorem gives the generating sequences of GLj (C)—equivariant CSM
and SSM classes of matrix Schubert cells in Hom(Ck, C").

Theorem 7.6 For A € I}c o let I =1,N{l,....n} be the corresponding element
in Iy ,. Then

clsgn;o(Q[) = Slz‘l’? (Fip) and s 1) = S’Z"O

1seeesZk

(fssm

Proof The first statement follows from Proposition 7.3 and Proposition 6.2. The
second statement follows from the first one. a

Example 7.7 Let k =2 and A = (3,1). Then I, = {2,5}. Hence A is compatible
with n if and only if n > 4. The corresponding subset in Z; 4 is / = {2}, and for n > 5
the corresponding subset in 7, , is {2, 5}. Calculating Taylor series of the appropriate
explicit rational functions we obtain that for n = 4,

cgro(Ray) = 321022 (ziza+ (Zza +23223) + (22123 — 2323) + (2125 — 2323))
= p>0(s3,1 + (54,1 +53,2) + (2542 —53.3) +54.3),
Shno(Quay) = 832, (2122 — (3222 + 32{29) + (62722 + 102723 + 52{23)
_(102122+222122+17z +7zl32;)_|_...)

= p*%(s3,1 — (34,1 +353.2)
—+ (685’1 + 1084,2 + 583’3)(1086,1 + 2285,2 + 178453) + - )

ISince Ay + k = iy in the language of Section 7.1 the condition is 7z <n.
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For n = 5 we have
Cﬂ O(Q{Z 5}) Zl Zz(Z z; + (Z Z + 2Z] )+ (32?25)
+ (3ziz3 —22325) + (2125 —szS))
= p*0(s3,1 + (54,1 4+ 253.2) + 354,20 + 3543 + 254.4),
Sﬂ O(Q{Z 51) = 21 zz (Z 2- (4Z 2+ 32 ) + (132?25 T 52132; + 1021522)
— (202825 +352322 4222423 47232 + )
= p?%(s3,1 — (4s4,1 +353,2) + (1354,2 + 5533 + 1055,1)
—(20s6,1 + 35852 +22s4.3) + ).

If n>5 then F Ezml) does not depend on 7 any longer. Hence the last formula for
/3:0(82{2,5}) holds for any n > 5.

For A = (A > --- > Ay) assume that 7 is large enough to ensure A; <#n —k. Then
the set in Zy , corresponding to A is I, . Also, the elements of the matrix Schubert
cell Q; € Hom(Ck, C™) have full rank (ie rank k).

Corollary 7.8 If Ay <n—k then

(25) Spo () =S50 L (Fm). =

The essence of Corollary 7.8 is that given a weakly decreasing sequence of nonnegative
integers A, there is a formula (namely the right-hand side of (25)) which expresses the
GLj (C)—equivariant SSM class of Qj, C Hom(Ck, C") for all sufficiently large n.
Unfortunately the expression given in Corollary 7.8 does depend on k, that is, it
changes if we add a 0 to the end of A. This will be improved in Section 8.

Remark 7.9 Corollary 7.8 shows the stabilization of SSM classes when n >k + A4.
There is another type of stabilization of CSM classes in the n > k + A range. Namely,
in this case

Csm_l_[ 1_[(1+Z)nk1)»+l 1_[ (1+Zi_Zj)-

i=1 i=1 1<i<j<k
Hence, if A = (Aq,...,Ax) is changed by adding 1 to each component, and 7 is
increased by 1, then F;* gets multiplied by z;---zx. This means that—in the
n>k+Ai range—lncreasmg n by 1, and increasing A by (1¥) = (1,...,1) changes
the GLy (C)—equivariant CSM class of €27, in a controlled way: in the Schur expansion
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the partition of each Schur polynomial is increased by (1¥) = (1,...,1). For example
for k =2 and A = (3,1) we get

cgLy(S2(2,53 C Hom(2,5)) = p70(s3,1 + 2832 + 84,1 + 352,2 + 3543 + 254.4),
cgLo(8243,6 C Hom(2,6)) = p*%(sa,2 + 2543 + 852 + 385,35 + 3854 + 2855,
¢go(S24,7y C Hom(2,7)) = p*0(s5,3 + 285 4 + 86,3 + 356,4 + 356,5 + 256,6).

and so on; see “lowering” and “raising” operators in [13].

8 Generating functions parametrized by partitions

Corollary 7.8 claims that s;mz 0(€21,) is obtained by applying the substitution 0k to the
generating sequence Sz,,....z, (F3'5 ). However this generating sequence changes by

adding a 0 to the end of A. In this section we present a generating function independent

.....

of such change. This new generating function depends on infinitely many variables.
First, in Section 8.1 we deal with the algebra of generating functions with infinitely
many variables.

8.1 Increasing the number of variables in the generating function

Let ii(zy, ..., zx4+1) be apower series in k +1 variables. We have that S, ...z, .z, (h)

is an infinite linear combination of Schur functions. Some of the terms correspond to

=k h) —and the

partitions of length at most k —call the sum of these terms S il

rest corresponds to partitions of length k + 1.

Lemma 8.1 Let f(zy,...,z) and g(z1,...,Zk, Zx+1) be formal power series such
that g(zq,...,zx,0) = 1. Then

.....

Proof Let ]_[f-‘:1 zfi and ]—[f‘: 11 zf’i be monomials that occurin f and g, respectively,

aj+bi | brt1 - ~
; “Zp4p oceursin fg with

zx41 (T') is either O or equal to

with nonzero coefficients. Their product 7" = ]_[f-;l z
nonzero coefficient. From (16) we have that S,

.....

TSz, 2k (Hf‘:ll Zf”), where p is a partition, and pg 4 is equal to one of

biy1, ax+bp+1, ag_1+br_1+2, axro+bro+3, ..., a+b+k.
Hence, Szfllf__.,Zk +1(T) is nonzero if and only if 41 = 0. The listed integers are

all necessarily positive except the first one. Hence px4; = 0 can only occur if
Uik+1 = bg+1 = 0. However, the g(zy,...,zx,0) = 1 condition then implies that the
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only monomial in g with by = 0 is the monomial 1. That is, we have that b; = 0
fori=1,...,k+1.

We have obtained that the only way of obtaining a partition of length at most & in

Sz . (fg) is by using the constant term 1 of g. This proves the lemma. O
For a function f(zq,...,zx) and N € N consider
N
14z —
Hy=fC....z0) [[ [ ——2 1 :
+zi

j=1li=1

Observe that N

Hy=Hyi-]]
i=1

l—I-Zi—ZN
1—|—Z,’

and that the factor ]_[f\;l(l + zi —zn)/(1 + z;) takes the value 1 if we substitute
zny = 0. Hence, we can apply Lemma 8.1 for k + 1,k + 2,... and obtain that the
coefficient of s, for any concrete partition y stabilizes in Hy as N — oo. The sum
of the stable terms will be denoted by

oo J

1+ z;
821,22,...( (Zl, .. Zk) 1_[ l_[ 1';2 )
i

j=1li=1
8.2 The s, function

Recall that a partition is an equivalence class of sequences of weakly decreasing non-
negative integers with respect to the equivalence relation generated by (Aq,...,Ax) ~
(A1,...,Ak,0). As usual, we will use a representative to denote a partition. We are
ready to make a key definition of the paper.

Definition 8.2 For a partition A denote

k

i %o J 14z —
Sy =8 ! .
SA zl,zz,...(l_[(1+21) 1_[ 1+Zz )

j=1li=1

Example 8.3 Some examples are given in Section 1. Another one is
S31 =31 — (4841 + 3832 + 3s311)
+ (10851 + 13542 + 5833 + 108321 + 683111 + 135411)

— (20861 + 35552 + 22843 + 35S511 +46S421 + 195331
+ 108322 + 2884111 +2283211) + -+
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Observe how the partitions that occur in the subscripts grow: not only are the compo-
nents larger and larger numbers but the lengths of the partitions are growing as well.
In the usual picture of Young diagrams the shapes not only “grow to the right” but
also “grow downwards”. To our best knowledge this phenomenon is new in algebraic
combinatorics; it does not occur in analogous situations in the theory of equivariant
fundamental classes essentially because of [14, Theorem 2.1].

The following conjecture is verified in several special cases.

Conjecture 8.4 For every partition A the signs in the Schur expansions of s, alter-
nate with the degree. Namely, for a partition , we have that (—1)!*=1* times the
coefficient of s, in ) is nonnegative.

Theorem8.5 LetA=(A;>--->Ag) and n>A+k. Consider Qp, C Hom(Ck, C™).
We have

Sheo(R1,) = P°Gh).

Proof The statement follows from Corollary 7.8 if we use the form (24) for 77,

and Lemma 8.1. O

The advantage of this theorem compared to Corollary 7.8 is that now the generator
function only depends on the partition. The disadvantage is that this general generating
function has infinitely many variables. The condition n > A; + k is equivalent to the
property that the Young diagram of A fits into a k x (n —k) rectangle, or to the property
that I, C {l,...,n}, or to the property that the elements of the orbit on the left-hand
side have full rank k.

8.3 SSM classes of general matrix Schubert cells in terms of 5, functions

Theorem 8.5 gives the S—expansion of the GL; (C)—equivariant SSM classes of “full-
rank” matrix Schubert cells, that is, those cells in Hom(CK, C") whose elements have
rank k. While these cells are of the most interest, we will need S—expansions of the
SSM classes of smaller rank cells too.

Let I ={iy <---<ig} €Iy, where |I| =d < k. Recall that the corresponding
A €T, has the form

k=(n—d,...,n—d,kk_d+1,)\k_d+2,...,)\k).
k—d
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Let A(1) be the set of partitions p obtained from this A by weakly increasing only the
first kK —d components. That is, elements . = (g, ..., ur) of A(I) are partitions
and they satisfy

o ug=>n—dfora=1,...,k—d,
* Ug=Ag=lpt1—q—(k+1—a)fora=k—-d+1,... k.

Theorem 8.6 Let I € 7y, with |I| = d <k. For Q; C Hom(Ck,C"), we have

sio@n =, X ).

neA(I)

Observe that Theorem 8.5 is the d = k special case of this one.

Proof For N > n, let 7: Hom(C¥*, CN) — Hom(C¥, C") be the projection defined
by forgetting the bottom N — n rows of an N x k matrix. The projection 7 is
(GLg (C)x B )—equivariant, where B acts on the target through the map By, — B,/
assigning the upper-left n x n submatrix to an element of B, .

Consider the cylinders 7~ () € Hom(Ck,CN) for I € Tk - These cylinders are
(GLg (C)x B )—invariant, and from the rank description of orbits (6) it follows that

~@en= J .
JGIk,n,N(I)
where

Tian() ={J €Ty n:JN{l, ... .n}=1}.

The map 7 is a projection, and therefore it is transversal to the €2 stratification
of Hom((Ck , C™) (a Whitney stratification). Hence, (iv) in Section 2.3 implies that in
(GLg (C)x B )—equivariant cohomology,

s™(Q; € Hom(C¥, C")) = s (z~1 () C Hom(C¥*, CNY)
= Y s™Qy cHom(Ck CMy).

JE€Tk n.nU)
Because the (GLy (C)x Bj;)-action on Hom(C¥, C™) is through GLg (C) x B, , the
left-hand side can be interpreted as the (GL(C)x B, )—equivariant SSM class. In
particular — while the identity is in the completion of Clay, ..., ., Bi..... BN]Sk —
both sides only depend on the variables aq, ..., ok, B1,..., Bn.
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It will be convenient to rewrite the last expression as

s™(Q; C Hom(Ck, C™))
= ) s™Qy cHom(C*.CcV)+ > s™(Qs cHom(Ck CM)).

JE€Tk n.N(D) JE€Tk n.N(D)
|J =k |J <k

Now let us restrict the group action to GLj (C) — that is, we substitute §; = 0 —and
apply Theorem 8.5 to the terms in the first summation. We obtain

(26) s§2,4(Qr C Hom(C*,C™))

= > %G+ ) spio(Qs cHom(C.CV)).
weA(l) |J |<k
w1<N—k JN{1,...n}=1I

As N — oo, the codimensions of the €2 ;’s appearing in the second summation tend
to infinity. Hence, the degree of the second summation tends to infinity (where degree
means the degree of the smallest nonzero component). Therefore applying N — oo
to (26) proves the theorem. O

Example 8.7 It is instructive to compare the following two examples (compare
Examples 7.2 and 7.7), both associated with the partition A = (3, 1) (see Section 7.1):

i o(R2,53 C Hom(C?, C?)) = p*°(3,1y),
Speo (223 C Hom(C?, C*) = p*°G3,1) +54,1) +56.1) + ).

The fundamental class of both 2 orbits above is ,02’0(5(3,1)). This Schur function
is the smallest term of both SSM classes above. However, the full SSM classes are
different. That is, while the fundamental classes of matrix Schubert varieties only
depend on the associated partitions (a phenomenon observed in [11; 23]), in SSM
theory this only holds for full-rank orbits.

Remark 8.8 Arguments similar to the ones used above (eg Theorem 8.6 for k,n = oo
and I = &) show that

27) SH=1
A

In fact, using the “triangularity” property
(28) 53" = sy + higher degree terms,

we can see that (27) is the only linear relation among the functions ) . If we declare ¢;
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“of order &'”, and we declare the Schur functions s; “positive”, then property (28) im-
plies that the terms S, in (27) are positive. Hence the collection {5 }, is a (formal power
series valued) probability distribution on the set of partitions. In this language the GL—
equivariant SSM class of an equivariant constructible function on the (GLyo X B;)—
representation Hom(C®°, C®®) is the expected value of the constructible function. It
would be interesting to see applications of this probability theory interpretation in
enumerative geometry.

9 SSM classes for the 4, quiver representation

Let &k < n be nonnegative integers, / = n — k, and consider the (GLy(C)x GL,(C))-

representation Hom(Ck, C") defined by (A, B)-¢ = Bogo A~ '. This representation

is also called the A, quiver representation. The orbits of this representation are
=3 ,=1{¢ € Hom(Ck,C") : dimker¢ =r} for r =0,...,k.

The SSM class of X  is a nonhomogeneous element in (the completion of)

H*(B(GLi(C) X GLy(C))) = Clay, ..., g, Br.- ... Bu] S5

Theorem 9.1 We have

(29) ssm(z,i,,,)=pk’”( > ‘s}).

Ar=r+l
Arp1=r+l

Another way of describing the indexing set in (29) is that it consists of partitions whose

Young diagram contains the box (r, r +/) but does not contain the box (r +1,r+/+1).

Proof First we claim that there exist a formal power series P; in ¢, ¢z,... only
depending on r and / (not on k and n separately) such that

S ,) = PO (PY).
This follows from the fact that the exclusion-inclusion formula given in [31] for
s (%) ) —recalled in Theorem A.1 —only depends on r and / 2

It follows that
(30) S (Zh ) = PO (PD).

2 Alternatively, by verifying that the inclusion i: Hom(C k c") c Hom(Ck+1, C"*1y is transversal

to the X% stratification, i ! (=3 %> and hence i* (s°™ (2}, ssm(EI’C’n).

k+1,n+1 +1,n+1)= 2k, +1,n+1)) =
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We have

r —

kan = U L2r,
IEI/(,,,
\I|=k—r

and both the ¥} and the Q2 sets are GLy (C)-invariant. Thus by Theorem 8.6 we get

s;rio(z,i,n):p“( D Ex)-

I1€Ty , AeA()
|I|=k—r

Using the conversion formulas of Section 7.1 this is rewritten as

(31) Sho(Zh ) = p""’( > "s“x)-

A=A, ki)
Arzr+l A4 <r+l

Comparing (30) to (31) and using that ker p% =span{s; : Ak+1 = n+ 1}, we obtain

Pl = Z Sy + Z asy.

A=(A1,..,Ax) )\k—HZ]
Arzr+L A1 =5r+l

Since this holds for all £ > r, we have

Pi= 2
Ar=r+l
App1=r+l

what we wanted to prove. a

Remark 9.2 The A, quiver representation is the prototype of degeneracy loci theory.
The fundamental class of the orbit closures for this representation satisfies [E]’cn] =
pk " (S(r+1r) (called the Giambelli-Thom—Porteous formula), a positive and a very
simple (one-term) expansion in terms of the “atoms” of fundamental class theory, the
Schur functions. The very same positivity and simplicity are displayed in Theorem 9.1
for the SSM class, if we choose our “atoms” for the SSM theory to be the §) functions.
This is one of the main messages of the present paper: the natural presentation of SSM
classes is in terms of S functions. Of course, for more complicated quivers, or for higher
jet representations (singularity theory), the coefficients will be more complicated. We
expect, however, that the coefficients will still be nonnegative for many geometrically rel-
evant representations. More evidence towards this expectation will be shown in [22; 34].
Finally, this expectation, together with Conjecture 8.4, is the “two-step” positivity struc-
ture we are conjecturing for SSM classes of geometrically relevant degeneracy loci.
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An exclusion-inclusion (aka sieve) type formula for s (Xj ) was proved in [31] by
Parusinski and Pragacz. For completeness, in Appendix A we reprove the Parusiniski—
Pragacz formula, together with an additional generating series description.

Appendix A: The Parusinski-Pragacz formula

A seminal paper on CSM/SSM classes of degeneracy loci is [31], where the authors
present a sieve type formula for ssm(EI’{’n) for the A, quiver representation (see
Section 9). In this section we give a modern proof of their result, but essentially
following the line of their arguments. The reason for giving a new proof is twofold.
On the one hand we add to the results of [31] by giving a generating series description
of a main ingredient. On the other hand, in Section A.1 we set up a general framework
of calculating SSM classes of degeneracy loci once a fibered resolution is found; we
believe this will be useful in future calculations both for quivers and singularities.

The equivariant CSM/SSM classes of E,’( , are also studied in [42]. Moreover, in the
recent paper [43] not only the CSM/SSM classes are calculated for the A, representation
but also the so-called Mather classes.

For k <n and partitions p and v of length at most k, let
ko _ Mi+k—i+vj+n—j))
Dty = det(( wi+k—i :

Theorem A.1 (essentially [31, Theorem 2.1]) For k <n and [ =n—k, we have

k
(S
(32) S = DT ()0,
S=r
where
s s+ 00 s
Zi 142z —zj
33 = Skn d J
G e = (H(lm) [T IT—=~
i=1 j=s+1i=1
and also
(34) Qi’n =pk,n( Z Z (_1)|M|+|V|Dfi;sv+ls(s+l)b+u’v7")s
I(w)<sl(v)=<s
and
(35) Dy =0,
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In (34) the summation runs for partitions 4 and v whose lengths (ie their numbers of
nonzero parts, denoted by /(;) and /(v)) are at most s. The symbol (s +1)* + pu, vT
denotes the partition whose Young diagram is obtained from an s x (s + /) rectangle
by gluing the Young diagram of w to the right edge, and the “transpose” of the Young
diagram of v to the bottom edge. For example “(2 + 1)% + (2, 1), (3, )T is the
partition (5,4,2,1,1).

Remark A.2 Statements (32) and (34) were proved in [31] (precisely speaking, [31,
Theorem 2.1] is for the closure of X", but because of additivity of SSM classes it is
obviously equivalent to (32); see Theorem A.4(2)).

Statement (35) is known in relation with Segre classes of tensor products of vector
bundles (see [24]). Here is a sketch of a combinatorial proof. Consider the oriented
graph whose vertices are the integer points of the real plane, and whose edges are all
the length-1 segments among them, oriented left/up. Consider the “source” points
Pi=(ui+s—i,0) fori =1,...,s and the “sink” points Q; = (0,v; + (s +/)—j)
for j =1,...,s. Applying the Lindstrom—Gessel-Viennot lemma (eg [25]) to this
situation interprets ijffl as the number of certain nonintersecting paths, that is,

Df;f,,“ is nonnegative.

In the rest of this section — after proving some generalities about fibered resolutions —
we give a full proof of Theorem A.1. Namely Theorem A.4 proves (32), Theorem A.8
proves (33), and Theorem A.9 proves (34).

A.1 Fibered resolution

Let ¥ C V' be an invariant subvariety of the G-representation V. The G—equivariant
map 7: $ — V is called a fibered resolution of ¥ if it is a resolution of singularities
of ¥, moreover, if % is a total space of a G—vector bundle $ — K over a smooth
compact G—variety K and the resolution 1 factors as n = my o i, where i: S C
K x V is a G—equivariant embedding of vector bundles and my- is the projection to V.
That is, 7: S >Visa G-equivariant fibered resolution if we have a G—equivariant
commutative diagram

(36) pIRSELIENY ¢
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Consider the G—equivariant quotient bundle v = (K xV — K)/ (i — K) over K. This
bundle, pulled back to i, is the normal bundle of the embedding i: S — K x V. The
bundle v pulled back over K x V has a natural section o given by o (k,v) = v+i(Zg)
(where k€ K, veV and & k 1s the fiber of $ — K over k). The section o is transversal
to the O-section, and o~ 1(0) = i(f]). Hence we have the remarkable situation that the
normal bundle of i (£) C K x V extends to a bundle v over K x V.

In the cohomology calculations below we work in G—equivariant cohomology, and —
as customary —we do not indicate pull-back bundles (eg v may denote bundles
over &, K,or KxV, respectively). The cohomology of a total space and the base
space of a vector bundle will be identified without explicit notation.

We will be concerned with two G—equivariant cohomology classes in V': the funda-
mental class [X] of ¥ in V, and the common value

_ (e(T) _ ((TE)
IR
The first equality follows by adjunction and second one follows from the calculation
o(TS)  o(TE)
c(V)  ¢e(V)e(TK)

(37 Oy

) — ne(e(=v)e(TK)).

c(TK) = c(—v)c(TK).

Proposition A.3 We have
[E]z/ e(v) and oy 2/ e(v)e(—v)c(TK).
K K

Proof Since the section o described above is transversal to the O—section, and
o 10)= i(£) we have ix(1) = e(v) and

(5] = 1) = mpaiaD) = mpate) = [ e
proving the first statement. The second statement follows from the calculation

5 = nu(c(—)e(TK)) = /K i (c(—)e(TK))
:/ i*(i*c(—v))c(TK)zf i*(l)c(—v)c(TK):/ e(v)e(—v)e(TK),
K K K

where we used the adjunction formula, and the fact that v extends from StoKxV. O

Only the second statement of Proposition A.3 is relevant for the present paper —and in
fact the first one follows from the second one. We included the first one (well known
in the theory of fundamental classes [6; 21; 14]) for comparison purposes.
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A.2 CSM/SSM classes in terms of ®—classes

Consider the fibered resolution

nr
(38) 7 Z 1 Gr, (CK) x Hom(Ck, €™y —"25 Hom(Ck, C™)
[
Gr, (Ck)

of ﬁ’ where
=7 = {(V.¢$) € Gr, (C*) x Hom(C¥, C") : |y = 0}
with the obvious embedding into Gr, (Ck)xHom(C*, C") and projection to Gr; (Ck).

Define CIDI’C , to be the class in (37) for the fibered resolution (38). The following
theorem is equivalent to [31, Theorem 2.1].

Theorem A.4 We have:
k k
1y @, = Z(i)ssm(?) _ Z(ij )Ssm@).
s=r s=r

@) ssm(ﬁ):i(—l)s—’(jj) i, and ssm(zf):i(—l)s—’(j)qﬁm.

Proof The preimage at 1, of a point in X* (r <s < k) is Gr,(C®), whose Euler
characteristic is (}). Hence property (ii) from Section 2.3 for 7, implies

k
e =3 (T)ems?).
S=r
Dividing both sides by ¢(Hom(C¥,C")) we obtain ®; ,, on the left-hand side, and
Zi; , (f)ssm(Es ) on the right-hand side, which proves the first equality in part (1).

Using the additivity property of CSM classes, (i) from Section 2.3, we obtain

Xk: (7)eme = i(f )@ (E) - ()

= = |
- s;((i) B (Sjl))csm(ﬁ) - s;(ij)csm@)

Geometry € Topology, Volume 22 (2018)
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Dividing by ¢(Hom(Ck, C™")) proves the second equality in part (1).

Part (2) is the algebraic consequence of part (1): it follows from the fact that the inverse
of the Pascal matrix ((})), , is the matrix ((=1)*7"(}))

- ; see eg [9]. O

S, r
A.3 Formulas for ®—classes

Let oy foru=1,...,k and B, for v =1,...,n denote the Chern roots of GLj(C)
and GL, (C), respectively. Then

b €Clan. .. B Bl
Denoting the Chern roots of the tautological subbundle over Grg(C k )bY ¥i,...5 Vs,
and those of the tautological quotient bundle by 41, ..., §x_s, Proposition A.3 implies

(39) CDi’n(al,...,ozk;,Bl,..
s k—s

11+ﬁ - 1‘[1‘[(1+6J Vi)-

=1j=1

/Grs (C )

First let us calculate a special case, s = k. We have

=1lv=

s s+l

ss+l 1_[1_[1+,3v

u=1v=1
s s+l

— l_[ l_[(ﬂv_au) Z Z (_1)|M|+|V\DS ,S+1 SO(S )/00 s+l(s T)
u=1v=1 I(w)<sl(v)<s

E3]

Here we used the Schur function expansion of “Segre classes of a tensor product
from [24]. Using the “factorization formula” of Schur functions we obtain

(40) @s s+l — 5 S+1( Z Z ( 1)“‘L|+|V|DS s+lS(s+[)s+M’vT)-

l(u)<sl(v)=<s
Lemma A.5 (supersymmetry lemma) We have

cbi_H’n_H(al»---»akJ;,Blv---v,Bn,t):q)i,n(al,---,ak;ﬁh---?ﬂn)-

Proof The equality follows from interpreting both sides with equivariant localization

=TI 2 T e

I uel v=1 uelwel

where the sum is over s—element subsets 7 of {I,...,k},and I ={1,...,k}—1. O
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Definition A.6 For k& < n nonnegative integers, / =n—k, and 1 <s <k define

s s+n—k k s
Zi I +2z—z
‘Fs = .
k,n l_[(1+zl) l_[ 1_[ 1+Zl

i=1 j=s+1i=1

N

, s+ 142z —
A== () T

i=1 =s+1i=1

Proposition A.7 For k < n nonnegative integers, | =n—k,and 1 <s < k we have

cI)./’gc,n,ﬂ 0 — Sk k(]:i,n) = Slzcl’(,)(f}v)

215

Proof Let
u k 1+aw o
u
v= (72 ) T1 [T e
w=s+1u=1 u
Substituting 8; =0 for i = 1,...,n in (39), the equivariant localization formula for
the integral yields
Q) pm0= 2. Ul(r.....ap).
0€S)/SsxSk—s
For
k — k w—1 1
(mau)”nn )T e ™ T1 TI ):
w=1u= law_a” u=s+1 w=s+1u=s+1 %w %
we have
Y Vio(ar,....q)=U
0ESyXSk_s
and hence
(41) D) gm0 =D Vol ... a)).
Observe that oSk
(42) V(o(ay,...,ar))= Res --- Res Res
Zie=—0Uo (k) Z=—0g(2) Z1=—00o (1)
for
l_[1< <i <k(Zz )
1 _ s—i k—i J=i
/= H(1+z) H H( i ZJ)H l_[ T T G+ )
i=1 j=s+1li=1 i=1 i=s+1 j=111lu=1\J u
k
1 dz
=i 1 (-2 e
k, .
! 1<i<j<k 1Hu (I +aw/zi) ;= F
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The only nonzero finite residues of the form f are the ones on the right-hand side
of (42) —remember that the 1/(1 4 z;) factors are just abbreviations of the formal
series 1 —z; + Zf —---. Hence from (41) and (42), using the residue theorem, we
obtain that

), p—o = (D RESK(/),
which, using (22), yields the first equality of the proposition.

The second equality follows from the first one and Lemma 8.1. a

Theorem A.8 For k <n nonnegative integers, | =n—k,and 1 <s <k, we have

@, =Sk (F)).

Proof Let N be a nonnegative integer and consider @} FNA+N - Supersymmetry

(Lemma A.5) implies that this can be written as a linear combination of Schur functions
pk+NntN (g ) Recall from Section 8.1 that for such linear combinations f, the
notation /=™ is meant to be the sum of terms corresponding to partition with length
at most m. By Proposition A.7,

. k+N,0
NN @10, 0) = STV (F),

Since pktN-0(s;) = 0 if and only if /() > k + N (see (18)) we have that

s <k+N _ ;ck+N,n+N ;s\\<k+N
(Pt N N) = (Sz,] (F1) :

Substituting ax 1 = W42 =+* = W+N = Pnt1 = Pnt2 == Pn+n =0 and
using Lemma A.5 (supersymmetry), we get
(@5 )TN = (S5 (F)TEN.

N

Since this holds for any N, the proof is complete. |

Theorem A.9 For k < n nonnegative integers, | =n—k, and 0 < s < k, we have

(43) CDi’n :pk,n( Z Z (_1)|M|+|v|D;s[fv+ls(s+l)s+u,vT)-

I(w)<sl(w)<s

Proof By Lemma A.5 (supersymmetry) we know that

(44) @y, = o (Z dm).

First we claim that if Ay > s then d) = 0.
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According to Theorem A.8 we have @} = Slzcl"fm(}' 7). The monomials occurring in
the Taylor expansion of F; are of the form

a . .as €1 & €q

I s Esp sk Estge
with all &; € {0, 1,...,s}. Hence ®; , is a sum of possibly fake Schur functions s,
satisfying
(45) i>s=Aj <s.

Observe that property (45) does not change if one applies the straightening laws (16).
Hence ®j , is also the sum of Schur functions satisfying (45). For partitions this
property is equivalent to Ag4 1 <.

We can hence improve (44), and write
(46) t = diss)
As=<s

Let us substitute og1] =541 =+ = = Bs+1+1 = Bs+i+2 == Pn =0 in (46).
According to Lemma A.5 (supersymmetry) we obtain

“7) ., = ps’s“( ) dm).
As<s

Observe that for a A with Ay < s the Schur function pK"(s;) is not 0. Hence each d,
in (47) has to be the value described in (40). This proves the theorem. O

Appendix B: Comparing CSM and SSM classes of Schubert
and matrix Schubert cells

In this section we summarize the localization and residue formulas for both equivariant
CSM and SSM classes of both matrix Schubert cells and Schubert cells.

Matrix Schubert cells are subsets of Hom(C¥, C™), and their (GLg x B, )—equivariant
CSM and SSM classes are elements of Cl, ..., ok, Bi.. .., Bu]°* (and its completion).
Schubert cells are subsets of the Grassmannian Grg (C"), and their B, —equivariant
CSM and SSM classes are elements of a guotient ring of Cla,... g, B1, ..., Bn]>*.

For matrix Schubert cells let us now restrict our attention to the ones whose ele-
ments have full rank k. Then both versions of Schubert cells can be parametrized
by partitions A = (A; > --- > Ax) with Ay <n—k and A; > 0, or equivalently, by
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subsets {iy <ip <---<i} of {1,...,n}. The transition between the two parameters
18 ig = )\k+1_a +a.

Below we give two formulas for CSM and SSM classes of matrix and ordinary
Schubert cells. The first one is the formula for the appropriate class of the given
Schubert cell. The second formula is the Schur polynomial expansion of the 8, = 0
substitution. In matrix Schubert settings this means GLj (C)—equivariant formu-
las, and in the Grassmannian settings this means nonequivariant formulas. Denote

Sym /=3 ses, (@) - (k)
Theorem B.1 We have the following formulas for matrix and ordinary Schubert cells:

(1) CSM class of a matrix Schubert cell:

iy—1 k
Syml_[( l—[ (1+By— au)l_[(ﬁv o) 1_[ 1+aua:¥v)’

v=i,+1 v=u+1

S’;,O(l_[ Zj)fj l_[(1+zj)n—ik+1—j 1_[ (1+Zi_2j))§
j=1  j=1

1<i<j=<k

(2) CSM class of a Schubert cell:

i,—1 1
Syml"[( H <1+ﬂv—au>1‘[(ﬂv o) H (e —ay) (I Fory— au))’

u=1 ~v= lu+l v=u+1

A . ) 1
Sk’o( z! (14 zj) k1= );
g ].1:[1 / jl:[l H15j<isk(1+zi_zj)

(3) SSM class of a matrix Schubert cell:

i,—1

k
ﬂv_au 1+Olu—(¥v)
Sym R
y n(% g T e

v=u+1

Sk:0 : ] ! 1+ZI_ZJ
e(11(35) THIHS2)

1i=1
(4) The SSM classes of Schubert cells are represented by SSM classes of matrix
Schubert cells (hence formulas of (3) are representatives of these SSM classes).

Proof Formulas in (1) and (3) are in this paper (Theorem 5.1, Corollary 5.2, and
Theorem 7.6), (4) follows from (3) via Theorem 2.2. Formulas in (2) follow from (4) —
or can be deduced from results in [3; 39]. |
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Let us comment on the two positivity results/conjectures known about these classes.
One is the result of Huh [19] (conjectured earlier by Aluffi and Mihalcea [3]): the
Schur expansion in (2) has nonnegative coefficients. The other is our Conjecture 8.4,
that the Schur expansion in (3) has alternating signs.

We are not aware of any connection between the two positivity properties. One fact
which makes the comparison difficult is that the three-term factors 1+ z; —z; are in the
numerator and denominator, respectively, in the two cases. Another key difference is
that not all the infinitely many coefficients of the generating sequence in (2) are positive,
only the ones corresponding to partitions C (7 — k)*¥ — which fact does not contradict
Huh’s theorem since the Schur functions corresponding to the other partitions are 0 in
the quotient ring. However, our Conjecture 8.4 is about all the Schur coefficients of
the series in (3) —even if k — oo.

Appendix C: The geometry of the weight function

In this section we give a geometric interpretation of the weight function of Definition 4.1.
Let & <n nonnegative integers and I = {i; <---<ig} C{l,...,n} with |I|=d <k.
Consider the partial flag variety F parametrizing chains of subspaces of C*k:

Ve=WV441CVgCVij_qC---CVy), where dmV;=k+1—i.

Let Fj = span(€j,€j41,...,€5) C C", where the ¢; are the standard basis vectors
of C". Define

Qr ={(V.,¢) € FxHom(C*,C"):¢ (V) C Fy; (j =1,....d), $(Va11) =0},
48) Dy ={(Ve.§)€Qr:¢(V;)C Fy; 41} for j=1,...4d,

Q9 =8;-UJZ, Drj.
The (GLy(C)x B, )—equivariant diagram

n

521 % F X Hom((Ck, Cc™) LN HOIH(Ck, C")

]

F

is a fibered resolution of €; € Hom(C¥,C") in the sense of Section A.1, and 7
restricted to 29 is an isomorphism to ;.
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Proposition C.1 We have
W / c(@p)e(Hom(CK.C")/Qp)e(TF)
I =
[T (1 + (D)

€ HéLk(C)xB;(Pt) =Zloy, ..., 0, B1,. ..,,Bn]sk-

In the numerator the three factors are total Chern, Euler, and total Chern classes of
bundles over F. By [D;] we mean the fundamental class of the divisor D; in Q J asan
element of H* GLi (C)x By (Q_]) = Lk((C)XB (F). The map ff is the push-forward
to a point in equivariant cohomology.

Proof The torus fixed points of F are naturally indexed by injective maps {1,...,d}—
{l1,...,k}. For such an injective map r, let R(r) be its range; then the corresponding
torus fixed point f, € F is

(spani€;}jgRr(r)> SPAN{€r(d), €/ }j¢R(r)> SPANLEr(d—1)s €4 (d)> €r(d—1)+ € iR () - - - )-

We have the following restrictions to the torus fixed point f; :

d n
c@nly =TT [TO+Bs—rw)
u=1v=iy,
d iy—1
e(Hom(C*. " /Qply, =[] [ Bv—crw)- ] H(ﬂv—au>
u=1v=1 ug¢R(r) v=1
d d d
c(TA=[]]0+ew-ce) [] ] 0 +erw—).
u=1v=1 u=1v€R(r)

(I +[D;Dl =1+ Biy, —r).-
Observe that the last expression appears as one of the factors in the first line. Hence,
by equivariant localization, the integral displayed in the theorem equals ), U, (e, B),
where the summation is for injective maps r, and

d iy—1
Ur(a,ﬂ)—l‘[ H A+Bv—arwy) [T [T Bv—erwy)- T] l_[(ﬂv o)
u=1v=i,+1 u=1v=1 ug¢R(r)v=1
d d d
1+ o) —or@) L+ o) — o
<[111 ' B

Oy ) — % (v) w=1vgR(r) Uy (u) — &

We can extend an injective map r to a permutation of {1,...,k} (in (k —d)! ways),
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and hence we can reindex ), U (o, B) by permutations:

¢(Qp)e(Hom(Ck, C")/Qp)e(TF) ~
=) Ur(e.B)
L MY, (1 +[Ds]) Z:
1
=@:ﬁ§jwmmm=mwﬁx
" oeS,
for the Uy (e, B) function defined in Definition 4.1. |

Proposition C.1 explains our terminology of calling the form presented in Definition 4.1
of the weight function a “localization form”. The geometric meaning of other sum-
product-type, and residue-type formulas for various versions of weight functions in
Section 4 stem from Proposition C.1.

Moreover, Proposition C.1 can also be used to give an alternative proof of Theorem 5.1,
by proving the following two statements:

¢ Suppose in diagram (36) we have finitely many smooth normal crossing divisors
Dj C X such that p restricted to ¥ —UDj is an isomorphism. Then

[xc(X)e(V/E)e(TK)
[T +[D;])

e The Dy ;’s in (48) are smooth normal crossing divisors in Q I-

M(p(Z - UD;)) =

The first statement is essentially Aluffi’s method of calculating CSM classes via a
resolution with normal crossing divisors [2]. The second statement follows from
explicit coordinate calculations. Details of a proof of Theorem 5.1 along these lines
are not given here, but a K-theoretic version of that argument will appear in [15].
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