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A new cohomology class on the moduli space of curves

PAUL NORBURY

We define a collection O, , € H* 4121 (M, ,, Q) for 2g —2+n > 0 of cohomology
classes that restrict naturally to boundary divisors. We prove that the intersection
numbers [ Men Ogn [Tiz; W,'mi can be recursively calculated. We conjecture that
a generating function for these intersection numbers is a tau function of the KdV
hierarchy. This is analogous to the conjecture of Witten proven by Kontsevich that a

generating function for the intersection numbers | Men 7., wi"’i is a tau function
of the KdV hierarchy.
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1 Introduction

Let M g¢,n be the moduli space of genus g stable curves —curves with only nodal
singularities and finite automorphism group — with # labelled points disjoint from
nodes. Define ¥; = ¢1(L;) € H*(Mgx, Q) to be the first Chern class of the line
bundle L; — Mg , with fibre above [(C, p1, ..., pn)] given by T, C. Consider the
natural maps given by the forgetful map which forgets the last point,

(1) Mg,n—i—l L)Mg,n»

© 2023 MSP (Mathematical Sciences Publishers). Distributed under the Creative Commons Attribution
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2696 Paul Norbury

and the gluing maps which glue the last two points,

N Fig sz 2> Figa
Mijri1 X Mg jsie1 225 Mg, TUJ ={1,....n}.
In this paper we construct cohomology classes g, € H* (Mg, Q) for g >0,n>0
and 2g —2 4+ n > 0 such that
(i) Ogn€ H*(Mgy, Q) is of pure degree,

(i) ¢5Ogn=0Og—1n2and ¢ ;1Ogn =7 Op 141 73 Og p|s|+1,

(iii) Ogpt1 = Ynt1 7" Ogp,

(iv) ©1,1 #0,
where 7; is projection onto the i™ factor of M BI+1 X M g—h,|J|+1- We prove below
that properties (i)—(iv) uniquely define intersection numbers of the classes Og , with

the classes ¥; and more generally with classes in the tautological ring R H* (M gn) C
H2*(Mg,n’ Q)

Remark 1.1 One can replace (ii) by the equivalent property
¢fk‘ ®g,n =0Or
for any stable graph I', defined in Section 3, of genus g with n external edges. Here
¢pr:Mr= [] Mewmw = Mgn. Or= [] 75O¢w)nw € H* (Mr. Q).
veV(I) vel(I)

where 7, is projection onto the factor M ¢(v),n(v)- This generalises (ii) from 1-edge
stable graphs given by ¢r, = ¢i and ¢y, , = Pp 1.

Remark 1.2 The sequence of classes O , satisfies many properties of a cohomologi-
cal field theory (CohFT). It is essentially a 1-dimensional CohFT with vanishing genus
zero classes, not to be confused with Hodge classes which are trivial in genus zero but
do not vanish there. The trivial cohomology class 1 € H%(M g.n» Q), which is a trivial
example of a CohFT known as a topological field theory, satisfies conditions (i)—(ii),
while the forgetful map property (iii) is replaced by Og 41 = 7*Og ;.

Theorem 1.3 There exists a class ®g , satisfying (1)—(iv) and, furthermore, any such
class satisfies the following properties:

(1) Ogn € H*¥ 421( Mg ,, Q).
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A new cohomology class on the moduli space of curves 2697

(I) Oy, =0 for all n and ¢fi®g,n = 0 for any I with a genus 0 vertex.
() Ogn € H*(Mgp, Q)5n, ie it is symmetric under the S,, action.
(IV) ©1,1 =3y.

(V) For any n € RH8 (M), the intersection number fﬂgn Ognn € Q is
uniquely determined by (i)—(iii) and (IV).

The main content of Theorem 1.3 is the existence of O ,, the rigidity property (IV) and
the uniqueness property (V). The existence of ®y , is constructed via the pushforward
of a class over the moduli space of spin curves in Section 2. The rigidity property (IV)
is proven in Section 3 by starting with ®; ; = AY; and determining constraints on A
to arrive at A = 3, which does occur due to the construction of ®4 ,. The uniqueness
result (V) involving classes in the tautological ring RH* (Mg, ) is nonconstructive
since it relies on the existence of nonexplicit tautological relations. The proofs of
properties (I)—(III) are straightforward and presented in Section 3. Section 4 describes
how the classes ® , naturally combine with any cohomological field theory.

Remark 1.4 Properties (i)—(iv) uniquely define the classes Og , for g <4 and all n,
but it is not known if they uniquely define the classes O , in general. Uniqueness
would follow from injectivity of the pullback map to the boundary

RH?*¢72(Mg) — RH*¢$72(0My),

which holds for g = 2, 3 and 4. It would show that ®, € RH?872(M,) is uniquely
determined from its restriction, and consequently ®, , would coincide with the classes
constructed in Section 2 for all n > 0.

The following conjecture allows one to recursively calculate all intersection numbers
/ Me.n Ogn [T wim " via relations coming out of the KdV hierarchy. Such a recursive
calculation would strengthen property (V) since intersections of ®4 , with ¥ classes
determine all tautological intersections with ® , algorithmically.

Conjecture 1.5 The function

he! Lk
Z®(h’l()vt1’)=expz n' /M @g’n'l_['\/f]jl_[[kj
7 g.n j=1

g.nk

is the Brézin—Gross—Witten tau function of the KdV hierarchy.
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2698 Paul Norbury

The Brézin-Gross—Witten KdV tau function ZBSY was defined in [6; 30]. Conjecture
1.5 has been verified up to g = 7, ie the coefficients of the expansion of the logarithm
of the Brézin—Gross—Witten tau function are given by intersection numbers of the
classes Og , for g <7 and all n. Progress towards Conjecture 1.5, including a purely
combinatorial formulation that can be stated without reference to the moduli space of
stable curves or the KdV hierarchy, is discussed in Section 6.

Acknowledgements I would like to thank Dimitri Zvonkine for his ongoing interest
in this work, which benefited immensely from many conversations together. I would
also like to thank Vincent Bouchard, Alessandro Chiodo, Alessandro Giacchetto, Oliver
Leigh, Danilo Lewanksi, Rahul Pandharipande, Johannes Schmitt, Mehdi Tavakol,
Ran Tessler, Ravi Vakil and Edward Witten for useful conversations, the referee for
comments which improved the paper, and the Institut Henri Poincaré, where part of
this work was carried out.

2 Existence

The existence of a cohomology class Og , € H* (Mg », Q) satisfying (i)—(iv) is proven
here using the moduli space of stable twisted spin curves /Wz,p, i,?, which consists of
pairs (X, 0) given by a twisted stable curve X equipped with an orbifold line bundle 6
together with an isomorphism %2 =~ a)lgg. See precise definitions below. We first
construct a cohomology class on /WZR 1,? and then push it forward to a cohomology class
on Mg .

A stable twisted curve, with group Z,, is a 1-dimensional orbifold, or stack, C such
that generic points of C have trivial isotropy group and nontrivial orbifold points have
isotropy group Z,. A stable twisted curve is equipped with a map which forgets the
orbifold structure p: C — C, where C is a stable curve known as the coarse curve
of C. We say that C is smooth if its coarse curve C is smooth. Each nodal point of C
(corresponding to a nodal point of C) has nontrivial isotropy group, the local picture at
each node is {xy = 0}/7Z, with Z, action given by (—1) - (x, y) = (—x, —»), and all
other points of C with nontrivial isotropy group are labelled points of C.

A line bundle L over C is a locally equivariant bundle over the local charts such
that, at each nodal point, there is an equivariant isomorphism of fibres. Hence, each
orbifold point p associates a representation of Z, on L|, acting by multiplication
by exp(2miAp) for A, = 0 or % One says L is banded at p by A,. The equivariant
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isomorphism at nodes guarantees that the representations agree on each local irreducible
component at the node.

The canonical bundle w¢ of C is generated by dz for any local coordinate z. At
an orbifold point x = z2, the canonical bundle w¢ is generated by dz; hence, it is
banded by %, ie dz + —dz under z — —z. Over the coarse curve, wc is generated
by dx = 2zdz. In other words, p*wc % wc; however, wc = pxwc. Moreover,
degwc =2g —2 and

degwe =2g -2+ %n.

For a)éog =we(p1,..., pn), locally dx/x =2dz/z,s0 p a)og ~ a) ¢ and dega)log
2g—2—}—n=dega)l

Following [1], define the moduli space of stable twisted spin curves by

M}plrrll_{(c 9 pl,---,pn,¢)|¢ 02—>a)c }

Here a)éog and 0 are line bundles over the stable twisted curve C with labelled orbifold
points p; anddegf =g —1+ %n The pair (0, ¢) is a spin structure on C. The relation
0% = a)lcog is possible because the representation associated to a)(lzog at p; is trivial:
dz/z —dz/z, z+— —z. The equivariant isomorphism of fibres over nodal points forces
the balanced condition A,, = A,_ for p+ corresponding to p on each irreducible
component.

We can now define a vector bundle over /\7;,{?,? using the dual bundle 6V on each stable
twisted curve. Denote by £ the universal spin structure on the universal stable twisted
spin curve over My g, ». Given a map S — M?l,?, & pulls back to 6, giving a family
C,0, p1,..., pn, @), where w: C — S has stable twisted curve fibres, p;: S — C are
. . . . o 1 .
sections with orbifold isotropy Z,, and ¢: 2 = wc"/gs =wc/s(p1.-- -, pn). Consider

the pushforward sheaf w4&Y over /\7?’1,? ‘We have

deg@vzl—g—%n<0.

Furthermore, for any irreducible component ¢ -5 ¢, the pole structure on sections of

. . . log log . 2 =~ log
the log canonical bundle at nodes yields i * Wers = Dpryg Hence, ¢': (0|c/)* => Wery 5o
where ¢’ = i* o ¢|¢s. Since the irreducible component C’ is stable, its log canonical

bundle has negative degree and
deg 0 |c < 0.

The negative degree of 6" restricted to any irreducible component implies R%m4EY =0
and the following definition makes sense:

Geometry & Topology, Volume 27 (2023)
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Definition 2.1 Define a bundle Eg , = —Rm+EY over M with fibre H'(C,0Y).

Represent the band of # at the labelled points by 6 = (07, ...,0,) € {0, 1}" so that,
at each labelled point p;, the representation of Z; on 6|, is given by multiplication
by exp(2miAp,) for Ay, = %oi € {O, %} The number of p; with A, = 0 is even due
to evenness of the degree of the pushforward sheaf |0| := p«O¢(6) on the coarse
curve C [33]. In the smooth case, the boundary type of a spin structure is determined
by an associated quadratic form, applied to each of the n boundary classes, which
vanishes since it is a homological invariant, again implying that the number of p; with
Ap; = 0 is even. The moduli space of stable twisted spin curves decomposes into
components determined by the band &,

spm —spin
g n— |_| Mg n,o’

where M;,P‘,rl‘a consists of those spin curves with 6 banded by &, and the union is
over the 2"~! functions G satisfying 6| +n =) 7_,(0; + 1) € 2Z. Each component
/Wz,gi,‘;,;, is connected except when |G| = n, in which case there are two connected
components determined by their Arf invariant, known as even and odd spin structures.

This follows from the case of smooth spin curves proven in [42].

spin

Restricted to ./\/l 3’ the bundle E , has rank

3) rank Eg , = 2g —2+ 1(n +|5])

by the following Riemann—Roch calculation. Orbifold Riemann—Roch takes into
account the representation information

"o, 0v)—h'(C,0V)=1—g+degh" pr, =1l-g+1-g—in—1|5|
i=1

=2-2g—1(n+[5)).

Alternatively, one can use the usual Riemann—Roch calculation on the pushforward
of 8 to the underlying coarse curve C as follows. The sheaf of local sections O¢ (L)
of any line bundle L on C pushes forward to a sheaf |L| := p+O¢(L) on C, which
can be identified with the local sections of L invariant under the Z, action. Away
from nodal points, | L| is locally free, and hence a line bundle. At nodal points, the
pushforward |L| is locally free when L is banded by the trivial representation, and
|L| is a torsion-free sheaf that is not locally free when L is banded by the nontrivial
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representation; see [25]. The pullback bundle is given by

p*(16V]) = 6" & Q) O(~0i pi)
iel
since locally invariant sections must vanish when the representation is nontrivial. Hence,
deg |0V| = deg 6V — %|5|. Hence, Riemann—Roch on the coarse curve yields the same
result as above: h%(C, |0V|) —h(C,|6V]) =2—2g — %(n + |5]). It is proven in [25]
that H(C,0Y) = H'(C,|6"]), so the calculations agree.

We have 71°(C,6Y) = 0 since deg Y =1 —g — %n < 0, and the restriction of 8V to any
irreducible component C’, say of type (g’, n’), also has negative degree, deg 8V |c/ =
1—g' — n’ < 0. Hence, hl(C OV)=2g -2+ 2(n + |5|). Thus, H'(C,0V) gives
fibres of a rank 2g —2 + 3 L(n + |5]) vector bundle.

The analogue of the boundary maps ¢ and ¢, ; defined in (2) are multivalued maps
defined as follows. Consider a node p € C for (C, 0, p1,..., pn.®) € ./\_/lz,p,i,[,’. Denote
the normalisation by v: C — C with points p+ € C that map to the node, p = v(p).
When C is not connected, the spin structure v*6 decomposes into two spin structures
0, and 6,. Any two spin structures 8; and 6, with bands at p4 and p_ that agree can
glue, but not uniquely, to give a spin structure on C. This gives rise to a multivalued
map, as described in [26, page 27], which uses the fibre product

spm spm
(M, 141 X Mgp | 71+1) X34, , Mgn —— Mg

l |

M 1141 X Mgp|gj41 ————— Mg
and is given by

spm
(M 1141 X Mg_p71+1) X Mgn Mg
I

/ bn,

A 4Spin 7 spin — spin
M M 1+1 Mg—h,\J|+1 ****************** + Mg
where 7 UJ ={l1,...,n}. The map ¥ is given by the pullback of the spin structure

spm

obtained from Mg
M g—h,|J|+1- The broken arrow --> represents the multiply defined map ¢y y o D

to the normalisation defined by the points of M) JI1+1 and
-1

The multivalued map ¢ o p~! naturally restricts to components

T spin 75pin _ . i4spin
Miinero X Meonisisre, = Mens:

Geometry & Topology, Volume 27 (2023)
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where ¢ and / uniquely determine o and 05, since § must be banded by A, = 0 at an
even number of orbifold points, which uniquely determines the band A, = Aj,_ at the
separating node.

When C is connected, a spin structure 8 on C pulls back to a spin structure 6 =v*0 onC.
As above, any spin structure 6 with bands at p+ and p_ that agree glues nonuniquely,
to give a spin structure on C, and defines a multiply defined map which uses the fibre
product

and is given by

igpm0 17Spin
M g—1,n42 > Mg
. i A spin . i4spin
Again, ¢i; o 97! naturally restrlcts to components ./\/l int25 T Mg’n’a, but,

unlike the case of ¢ y o D™ I above, ¢ does not umquely determine &', The map
now depends on 6 and there are two cases, corresponding to the decomposition of

the fibre product M g—1.n+2 X[, , szm _ into two components Wthh depend on the

behaviour of 6 at the nodal point p+. Either 6 is banded by Ap, = 3, or it is banded
by Ap, = 0, corresponding to 6'=(0,1,1)and ¢’ = (5,0, 0), respectwely.

The bundle E , behaves naturally with respect to the boundary divisors.
Lemma 2.2 On components where 0 is banded by A, = % at the node,
GirEgn = 0" Eg_1 42, ‘ﬁZ,IEg,n = D5y En11+1 ® 75 Egp,| 7 1+1),

where 1; is projection from Mh |1|+1 /Wz,pflh |J|+1 onto the i factor fori =1, 2.

Proof A spin structure 6 on a connected normalisation C has
degfV =1—(g—1)—L1(m+2) <0

and also negative degree on all irreducible components; hence, H° . 6 v) =0. By
Riemann—Roch,

h°@C,0%)~n"(C.0Y)=1—(g—1)+degh” —1(n+2)=2-2g—n.

Geometry & Topology, Volume 27 (2023)
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Hence, dim H!(C, V) = dim H'(C,6") and the natural map
0—>H'Y(C.0¥)—> H'(C,6Y)
is an isomorphism. In other words, ¢.X Eg = v*Eg_1 ;4.

The argument is analogous when C is not connected and A py = % Again deg 6, <0,
and it has negative degree on all irreducible components; hence, H°(C, 6) = 0 for
i = 1,2. By Riemann—Roch,

dim H'(C,0)) +dim H'(C,0)) = dim H'(C,6"),
so the natural map
0— H'(C,0Y)— H'(C1,6))® H'(C,,6)
is an isomorphism. In other words, qﬁ;’;,IEg,n =V (T En 4197 Eg_pg)+1)- O

The pullback of Eg , to boundary divisors with trivial isotropy at the node is described
in the following lemma:

Lemma 2.3 On components where 6 is banded by A, = 0, at the node,

@ 0> 0x,, = ¢ Egn = V(1 Enj1141 @73 Egp|141) = 0
for Xp,1 = (Mp 1141 X Mg—n|71+1) X iz, , Mg and
) 0— Oy, _>¢itrEg,n _>f)*Eg—l,n+2 —0
for X = /Wg_l,nJrz X Mg /\_/lz,pl,;1
Proof When the bundle 6 is banded by A, = 0, the map between sheaves of local
holomorphic sections
L'(U,0) - T U v*0)

is not surjective whenever U > p. The image consists of local sections that agree, under
an identification of fibres, at p4 and p_. Hence we have an exact sequence

(6) 0—60Y > v*0Y - v,0%0Y], >0,

where the quotient sends a local section s € T(v~1U, v*6V) to s(p+) —s(p—_). Note
that this difference of sections over different points makes sense since X} y and X
come with a choice of isomorphism between the fibres over p4 and p_. The exact
sequence (6) splits as follows. We can choose a representative ¢ upstairs of any element
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from the quotient space so that ¢ (p4+) = 0, ie I'(U, ") corresponds to elements of
I'(v=1U, v*6V) that vanish at p. This is achieved by adding the appropriate multiple
of s(p+) —s(p—) toagiven ¢ € [(v~1U,v*6Y). (Note that ¢(p_) is arbitrary. One
could instead arrange ¢ (p—) = 0 with ¢ (p4+) arbitrary.) In other words, we can identify
0V with v*0Y(—p4) in the complex

0—>v*0Y(=ps) = v 0" > v*0Y|,, — 0.

Inafamily 7: C — S, RO, (v*0V) = 0 = ROy (v*0V (—p4)) since degv*6Y <0,
and it has negative degree on all irreducible components. Also R7,(v*6V| pe) =0
since p4+ has relative dimension 0. Thus,

7 0— Ron*(v*9V|p+) — Rl (v*6Y(—py)) — Rl (v*0Y) — 0.

We can identify the sequence (7) with the sequences (4) and (5) as follows. For the first
term of (7), v*0Y|,, = C canonically, since a)lcog| p4 = C canonically by the residue
map; hence, RO, (v*6" |, +) =:s. The second and third terms of (7) are identified with
the corresponding terms of (4) by D*(wF Ep 1|41 D 75 Eg—p,|s|+1) = R'me (v*6Y)
and ¢;’1Eg,n = R'7(v*0Y (— p+)), and similarly with those of (5) by D* Eg_1 42 =
Rz (v*0Y) and ¢ Eg n = R'm (v*6Y (—py)). O

Remark 2.4 In Lemma 2.2, the nodal band is A, = % and so Ap, +Ap_ =1. We see
from Lemma 2.3 that A, =0 really wants one of A, tobe 1 to preserve Ay, +Ap_ =1.
Definition 2.5 For 2g — 2 + n > 0, define the Chern class

) 4g—4+2n 50
Qg,n = C2g—2+n(Eg,n) € H*% 4t n(Migp,lrIzl,Q)

On the component /W;m:a of /Wz,p,l,? for |0| = n, this defines the top Chern class, or

Euler class. The Chern class vanishes on all other components because, by (3), the rank
of Egn=2g—-2+ %(|3| +n) <2g—2+n when |5 < n. Note that Qo,, = 0 for
n > 3 because rank(Ey ,) = n — 2 is greater than dim /\7%1:1; =n — 3, so its top Chern
class vanishes.

The cohomology classes Qg , behave well with respect to inclusion of strata.

Lemma 2.6 We have

* Ak * Ak ok *
GiSlgn =V Qg—l,n+2» ¢h,IQg,n =V (7T1 Qh,|I|—+—1 TTTy Qg—h,IJI—H)-
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Proof When |G| = n and 6 is banded by % at the nodal point, this is an immediate
application of Lemma 2.2 and the naturality of c2g_21, = ¢top: We have

¢itrct0p(Eg,n) = ‘3*Ct0p(Eg—l,n+2)»
¢;,10top(Eg,n) = ﬁ*(”ikctop(Eh,llHl) : ”;Ctop(Eg—h,lJl—i-l))-
When |6| = n and 6 is banded by 0 at the nodal point, the nodal point is neces-
sarily nonseparating and we must consider the restriction of Q24 , to the component
M of ALP" , with |6’] = n. On this component, we have the exact

g—1,n+2,06’ g—1,n+
sequence of Lemma 2.3,

O—>Eg_1,n+2—>¢ Egn—>(’) —spin — 0,
g 1,n+2.67
which implies ¢;;.c2g—2+n(Egn) = c2g—3+n(Eg_1 py2.5) - c1(Oxg#

g—1.n+2, 0/) =0
This vanishing result is a special case of the pullback by ¢ since Q2g_1 42 vanishes
on MP™ ., for |6’| = n.

g—1,n+2,0

ir

Finally, when |G| < n, this is simply because the pullback of the trivial class is trivial,
since in each case the restriction to an irreducible component has at least one labelled
point with band equal to 0, so that the right-hand side vanishes. a

The cohomology classes €2, also behave well with respect to the forgetful map

T spin spm
7 MPL L > My

which is defined on components with 6 banded by % at p,+1 as follows. Define

”(C’e’pl""’pn+lv¢)= (P(C)»P*Q’Pl»---»Pn»P*(p)?

where p(C) forgets the orbifold structure at p, ;. The pushforward sheaf p.6 consists
of local sections invariant under the Z, action. Since the representation at p,; is
given by multiplication by —1, any invariant local section must vanish at p,4;. In

2

terms of a local orbifold coordinate x = z~, an invariant section is of the form zf(x)s

for s a generator of 6 and its square

(zf(x)5)> = 22 f(x)s? = xf(x)* ci—x = f(x)*dx

has no pole. In other words its square is a section of a)(lzog with no pole at p, 41

and hence a section of @' = wpe)(p1 + P2+ + pa). Furthermore we have

p(C)
o0 = psx{0(—pu+1)}, p* px0 = 0(—pp+1) and deg ,0*9 = deg 6 — 5. The forgetful

map 7 is used to denote any family 7 : C — S since /\/l Spin e+l is essentlally the universal

— spin
curve of My p

Geometry & Topology, Volume 27 (2023)
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Tautological line bundles L, — ./\72,’”,? fori =1, ..., n are defined analogously to those
defined over Mg , as follows. Consider a family 7 : C — S with sections p;: S — C

fori =1,...,n, and define
Ly = pflwcss). Vi =ci(Ly) € H (Mg, Q).

Lemma 2.7 Qent1=—Vp,py T Qgn.
— spin

Proof Over a family :C — S, where § — M gnt1
structure (also denoted by &), tensor the exact sequence of sheaves

and 0 — C is the universal spin

0 — Oc(—=pn+1) = Oc = Oclp,, =0
with 0V (pu41) to get
06V —0Y(pus1) = 0 (Pns1)lpr — 0.
This induces a long exact sequence, which simplifies to the short exact sequence
0= RO7(0Y (Pn+D)lpurs) = R'7x8Y = R' (6" (pry1)) > 0

due to the vanishing R%74(6Y (pn+1)) = 0 = R'74(0Y (Pu+1)lpas,)- The first of
these vanishing results uses the identification 6 (p,+1) = 7*6" described below
together with the vanishing R%746" = 0 due to the negative degree on each irreducible
component described earlier. The second of these vanishing results uses the simple
dimension argument that R'7, vanishes on the image of p, i, which has relative
dimension 0.

Recall that the forgetful map (C, 0, p1,..., put1,P) = (7(C), 740, p1, ..., Pn, TxP)
pushes forward 6 via & which forgets the orbifold structure at p,;. As described
earlier, 7*m0 = 0(—pp+1) since the pushforward gives the sheaf of locally invariant
sections, which necessarily vanish as the isotropy group acts by multiplication by —1.
Hence, 0V (pn41) = n*0Y, which is used to calculate R? above, and also to give
R'74(0Y (pny1)) = Rl (n*0Y) = n* R4 (6Y). Thus, the last two terms of the
short exact sequence become Eg 41 — 7% Eg p.

For the first term of the short exact sequence, the residue map produces a canonical
isomorphism

log .
n*wc/S|Pn+l =0s.

Thus, 74 (0|p,,) and 7x(6"]p, ) define line bundles over S with square Og and
hence trivial Chern class ¢ (m«(6p,.,)) =1 = c(7x(0"]p,,)). The first term of the
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short exact sequence RO (6Y (pn+1)lp, +) defines a line bundle £ — S with Chern
class

c(€) = ¢(R°mx(Oc(pnt1)lpuyr))

that fits into the short exact sequence
0>&—> Egpy1 >n"Egpn—0.

The triviality of (co(lzo/gs |pny1) implies

Lpn-H = ROJT*(CUC/Slpn+1) = _Ron*(OC(pn+l)|pn+1);
hence,

c(é)= m = I—anﬂ-

The short exact sequence then gives 224 n+1(Egnt1)=—Vp,i1 T C2g—24n(Eg.n),
as required. a
Definition 2.8 For p: M — M, ,, define

®g,n — (_l)nzg_1+np*Qg,n = H4g—4+2n (Mg’n’ Q)

Lemma 2.7 and the relation

Vnd1 = 5P Vn1
proven in [26, Proposition 2.4.1], together with the factor of 2" in the definition of Qg 5,
immediately gives property (iii) of Og 5,

*
®g,n+1 =Vnt1 T ®g,n~

Property (iv) of Og , is given by the following calculation:
Propositi0n2.9 @1,1 = 3\”1 S HZ(./\_/ll’l,Q).

Proof A one-pointed twisted elliptic curve (€, p) is a one-pointed elliptic curve (£, p)
such that p has isotropy Z,. The degree of the divisor p in £ is % and the degree of
every other point in £ is 1. If dz is a holomorphic differential on E (where £ = C/A
and z is the identity function on the universal cover C), then, locally near p, we have
z =12, 50 dz = 2t dt vanishes at p. In particular, the canonical divisor (wg) = p has
degree % and (a)‘lgog) = (weg(p)) = 2p has degree 1.

A spin structure on £ is a degree % line bundle £ satisfying £* = w‘lgog . Line bundles
on & correspond to divisors on £ up to linear equivalence. Note that meromorphic
functions on £ are exactly the meromorphic functions on E. The four spin structures
on & are given by the divisors 6y = p and 6; = ¢; — p fori = 1,2, 3, where ¢; is a
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nontrivial order 2 element in the group E with identity p. Clearly, 92 =2p= a)(g €. For
i=1,2,3, 91 = 2g; —2p ~ 2p since there is a meromorphic functlon ©(z) —p(q:)
on E with a double pole at p and a double zero at ¢;. Its divisor on £ is 2¢q; — 4p,
since p has isotropy Z,; hence, 2g; —2p ~ 2p.

Since H?(Mj 1, Q) is generated by ¥y, it is enough to calculate [ 7y, ©1.1. The
Chern character of the pushforward bundle E ; is calculated via the Grothendleck—
Riemann—Roch theorem:

ch(R7«EY) = mx(ch(EY) Td(w,))).

In fact we need to use the orbifold Grothendieck—Riemann—Roch theorem [53]. The
calculation we need is a variant of the calculation in [26, Theorem 6.3.3] which applies
to &£ such that £2 = a)c € instead of £V. Importantly, this means that the Todd class has
been worked out, and it remains to adjust the ch(£Y) term. We get

[ peaEin = —enrme)
Mia

=2 / [24"1 + 24W1 ( 21_4 + f_z)(if)*(l)]

Mi.1

_ 11 1 11 1y _ 1

=206+t = 16
which agrees with

3 31 1
—/ V1=-3"23="16
Mia

Hence, p«ci(Eq, 1)——— 1and O 1 =—2pxc1(E1,1) =3¥1. One can also calculate
this using Chiodo’s formula [10], given by (41) in Section 5. a

Proposition 2.10 The classes O, € H*$~4T2" (M, ,, Q) satisfy property (ii).

Proof The two properties (ii) of O , follow from the analogous properties for g 5.
This uses the relationship between compositions of pullbacks and pushforwards in the

diagrams
o1
= spin ¢li V7T —spin = spin T spin iphi °v 157spin
Mo na ./\/lgn Mh,lll-l—l XMg—h,lJH—l - Mg
/| ’| /| ’|
Dirr — —_— ¢h,l

Mg_inp2 ———Mgn  Mpr141 X Mg_pjj41 ——— Mg

where the broken arrows signify multiply defined maps which are defined above using
fibre products.
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On cohomology, we have ¢.* ps« = 2p4Dspr and d),"z" 7P+ = 2D« 9*¢Z’ ;» Where the
factor of 2 is due to the degree of ¥ ramification of p and the isotropy of the orbifold
divisor; see [33, (39)]. Hence,
9 Ogn = Gire (_l)nzg_Han,n = 2P*ﬁ*¢i>:r(_1)n2g_l+n9g,n
= pu(=1)"T228Q_y yir = Og_ o
and, similarly, ¢Z,I®ga” =7 Op1)+1 75 Og_p,|J|+1, Which uses

2. (_l)nzg—1+n — (_1)n2g+n — (_1)|I|+12h—1+|1|+1(_1)|J|+12g—h—1+|J|+1‘ O

Remark 2.11 The construction of 24 , should also follow from the cosection con-
struction in [7] using the moduli space of spin curves with fields

Men(Z2)? ={(C.0,p) | (C.0) € M. pe HO(C.0)}.

A cosection of the pullback of Eg , to Mg n(Z5)P? is given by p~3 since it pairs well

with H1(C,0): we have p—3 € H(C, (#V)?) while H!(C,0) = H°(C,0 ® 6V)V =
H°(C, (6V)3)V. Using the cosection p~3, a virtual fundamental class is constructed
in [7] that likely gives rise to Qg , € H 4g—4+2n (/\_/lz,fzi,?, Q). The virtual fundamental
class is constructed away from the zero set of p.

3 Uniqueness

The degree property (I) of Theorem 1.3, O, € H*¢ 4121 (M, ,, Q), proven below,
implies the initial value

@1,1 = )\.lﬁ, = Q
It leads to uniqueness of intersection numbers | My Ogon [T, v ]—[jN:1 Kg; viaa
reduction argument, and consequently property (V) of Theorem 1.3. The proofs in this
section of properties (II), (III) and (V) apply for any A # 0. We finish the section with
a rigidity result given by Theorem 3.6, proving that necessarily A = 3.

We first prove the following lemma, which will be needed later:
Lemma 3.1 Properties (i)—(iv) imply that ©4 , # 0 for g > 0 and all n.

Proof We have ®; 1 = a or ©1; = ay; for a # 0 by (i) and (iv). Using the
pullback property (iii) together with the equality ¥, v; = ¥, *{; for i < n, we have
Orn=ayy - Ynor O, =ayyy - Yn; hence, (1+v¥1)O1 , =ay 1Y -+ ¥y and
fﬂg,n(l + Y1)O1,4 = 5za(n — 1)1, proving O, # 0.
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Now we proceed by induction on g. For the base case of g = 1, we have ©; , # 0 for
all n > 0. Assume ®, , # 0 for 0 </ < g and all n. For g > 1, let I be the stable
graph consisting of a genus g — 1 vertex attached by a single edge to a genus 1 vertex
with n labelled leaves (called ordinary leaves in Section 5.0.1). Then, by (ii),

PrOgn =0g_11 Q0O nyi1,
which is nonzero since ®4_1,; # 0 by the inductive hypothesis and ©; ;11 # 0 by

the calculation above. O

Proof of (I) Write
d(g,n) = degree(Og,5),

which exists by (i). Note that the degree here is half the cohomological degree, so
Ogn € H*1@M (Mg 4, Q). Using (ii), ¢ Og n = Og_1 n+2 implies that

d(g,n)=d(g—1,n+2)

since ®g_1 42 # 0 by Lemma 3.1. Hence, d(g,n) = f(2¢ —2 + n) is a function
of 2¢g —2 +n. Similarly, using (i), ¢; ;Og.n = Op |1|+1 ® Og_p |74+ implies that

fla+b) = f@+ f(b) = (a+b)f(1) since Op 741 # 0 and Og_p yj+1 # 0.
again by Lemma 3.1. Hence,

d(g.n) =(2g—-2+n)k
for an integer k. But d(g,n) <3g —3 + n implies k < 1. When k& = 0, this gives
deg ®g , = 0, which contradicts (iii) together with Lemma 3.1; hence, k = 1 and
degOgp =2¢—2+n. a
Proof of (II) This is an immediate consequence of (I) since
deg®¢, =n—2>n—3=dimM,,

and hence ®¢ , = 0. For any stable graph I" with a genus 0 vertex, Remark 1.1 gives
¢rOgn = Or = [[ep(r) Ty Og(v),n(v) = 0 since the genus O vertex contributes a
factor of 0 to the product. a

Proof of (III) Property (iii) implies that

n
®g,n = l—[ Vi '7T*®g,

i=1
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where 77: Mg, — M, is the forgetful map. Since 7*w € H*(Mg 4, Q)5 for any
class @ € H*(Mg, Q) and clearly [[/_, ¥i € H*(Mgn, Q)5", we have O, , €
H*(Mg.n,Q)S", as required. O

The proof of (V) follows from the special case of the intersection of ®g , with a
polynomial in ¥ and y classes.

Proposition 3.2 For any O ,, satisfying properties (i)—(iii), the intersection numbers

n N
®) / Ogn [ [ v [T,
Mg.n j=1

i=1

are uniquely determined from the initial condition ® 1 = Ay for A € Q.

Proof Forn > 0, we will push forward the integral (8) via the forgetful map 7 : Mg , —
M g,n—1 as follows. Consider first the case when there are no « classes. The presence
of ¥, in Og y = Yy - 7*Og 1 gives

Ogn¥ik = Ogur™ Yy, k <n,

since Y Y = Y * Yy for k < n. Hence,

n n—1
m; * m; mu+1
/ @g,n l_[ wl' ' = / /4 (@g,n—l l_[ wl' 1) n "
Mg,n i=1 Mg.n

i=1

n—1
=/ T[*{?T*(®g,n—l 1_[ V’,'mi) r'ln"H}
Mg.n—1

i=1

n—1

m
= / Ogn—1 1_[ Vi Kmy
Mg.n—l

i=1
so we have reduced an intersection number over Mg , to an intersection number
over Mg »—1. In the presence of k classes, replace kg; by kg, = JT*Kej + ¢, and
repeat the pushforward as above on all summands. By induction, we see that, for g > 1,

n N
.
/ O [ [ 7" [, :/ Og - pk1,K2, ... K3g—3),
Me.n i=1 j=1 Mg

ie the intersection number (8) reduces to an intersection number over M g of Og times
a polynomial in the  classes. When g = 1, the right-hand side is instead | i O,1°p
for p € Q a constant.
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For g > 1, by (I), deg ®y = 2g — 2, so we may assume the polynomial p consists only
of terms of homogeneous degree g — 1 (where deg x, = r). But, by a result of Faber
and Pandharipande [24, Proposition 2], which strengthens Looijenga’s theorem [38],
a homogeneous degree g — 1 monomial in the « classes is equal in the tautological
ring to the sum of boundary terms, ie the sum of pushforwards of polynomials in
and « classes by the maps (¢r)«. Such relations arise from Pixton’s relations and are
described algorithmically in [11]. Now, property (ii) of ®¢ shows that the pullback
of ®4 to these boundary terms is @, for g’ < g, so we have expressed (8) as a sum
of integrals of ®, ,» against ¥ and « classes. By induction, one can reduce to the
integral | M O, = 21—4k and the proposition is proven. O

A consequence of Proposition 3.2 is property (V) of Theorem 1.3, stated as Corollary 3.3
below. Let us first recall the definition of tautological classes in H* (Mg 5, Q). Dual to
any point (C, p1, ..., pn) € Mg p is its stable graph I" with vertices V(I") representing
irreducible components of C, internal edges representing nodal singularities and a
(labelled) external edge for each p;. Each vertex is labelled by a genus g(v) and has
valency n(v). The genus of a stable graph is g(I") = b1 (T") + ZUGV(F) g).

The strata algebra Sg 5 is a finite-dimensional vector space over (Q with basis given
by isomorphism classes of pairs (I', w) for I" a stable graph of genus g with »n external
edges and w € H*(Mr, Q) a product of k and ¥ classes in each M 2(v),n(v) for each
vertex v € V(I"). There is a natural map

q. Sg,n - H*(Mg,nv Q)

defined by the pushforward ¢(I", w) = ¢f(w) € H *(Mg,n, Q). The map ¢ allows one
to define a multiplication on Sy ,, essentially coming from intersection theory in Mg ,,
which can be described purely graphically. The image ¢(Sg.n) C H* (Mg, Q) is
the tautological ring R H* (M ¢,n) and an element of the kernel of ¢ is a tautological
relation. See [47, Section 0.3] for a detailed description of Sg 5.

Corollary 3.3 Forall n € RH*(Mg.n), fﬂg  Og.nn € Q is uniquely determined by
properties (i)—(iii) and (IV).

Proof The tautological ring RH* (Mg ,) consists of polynomials in the classes «;,

Y¥; and boundary classes, which are pushforwards under (¢r)s of polynomials in x;
and v;. By the natural restriction property (ii) satisfied by ©y ,, given a monomial
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in k and ¥ classes w € H*(Mr,Q),

* _ o 1
/Mg,n Ogn: (Pr)e(@) = /Mr r(Ogn) o= /Mr Or-o= |AutT| vl_[ w(v).

el

The final term is a product over the vertices of I' of intersections ® classes with
monomials in « and v classes w(v) = fﬂg(v),n(u) ®g(v),,,(v)-]‘[?£’1) Py({¥i, kj}), which,
by Proposition 3.2, are uniquely determined by (i)—(iii) and (IV). O

Remark 3.4 The intersection numbers [ Mg Ogun [T—, v ]_[JN=1 k¢, can be cal-
culated algorithmically from the intersection numbers | M. Ogn [/ wl.m ! with no
k classes. This essentially reverses the reduction shown in the proof of Proposition 3.2.
Explicitly, for 7: Mg y4N — Mg, and m = (my, ..., my), define a polynomial in
k classes by

Ry Kz, ...) = (i 1y,

so, for example, R, m,) = KmiKm; + Km;+m,- Then

(9) ®g,n . Rm = ®g,n s Tk (w,;n_ﬁiH e w;n+N]\—ri_l)
1 1
= (T O YN )

= +(Ognt+N - ‘/’,',n_ﬁl e ¢,T+NN)-
The polynomials Ry, (k1, k2, ... ) generate all polynomials in the «;, so (9) can be used
to remove any k class.

The following example demonstrates Proposition 3.2 with an explicit genus 2 relation:

Example 3.5 A genus two relation proven by Mumford [41, (8.5)], relating x; and
the divisors defined by the double covers Mj 1 x My,; — Mp, and My — M,
in M, labelled by stable graphs I}, is given by

K1 — 3{Mr] = §[Mpy] =0,
which induces the relation
O3 - k1 — 103 - [Mp] = £6; - [Mp,] = 0.

Property (ii) of ®4 , yields

1
Oy - [Mp] = ¢*@2=/ ®1,1'/ O ———=—-
/Mz ! Mry T Mi 1 My |Aut(F1)|

1
92'[/\41“]:/ ¢*®2=/ Oz ——=—
/,/\/l2 > ./\/lr2 T2 /\711,2 |Aut(F2)|
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hence, the relation on the level of intersection numbers is given by

1 1
Os -k _Z.[ ® / 0, .—_l./ O pe e =
/Mz 2 Y Aw@)] 5 Jr,, P Au(Dy))

We have [i;  ©1;1 = Lk = fMl , ©1,2 from (iii), and [Aut(T})| = 2 = [Aut(I)].
Hence,

7
/ @2'/(1 =73
Ma

1 1
CINE / ®1,1'—+l'/ O ——=—
1 My, Aut(T)|  ° 71, |Aut(I3)]

1
1.3 ) +1. L = (7 4 240).

Until now, ®; 1 = Ay for any nonzero A € Q. The following theorem proves the

W
Al"‘ E\
NI'—'

rigidity condition (I'V) that A = 3. The proof of the theorem relies on the fact that, for
low genus and small 7, the cohomology is tautological. This allows us to work in the
tautological ring in order to construct ® , from properties (i)—(iv).

Theorem 3.6 Let Oy, € H *(M g.n» Q) satisfy (1)—(iv) and set the initial condition to
be @1’1 = )\.I/fl 75 0. Then A = 3.

Proof The existence proof in Section 2 shows that A = 3 is possible but it does not
exclude other values. The strategy of proof of this theorem is to attempt to construct
classes, beginning with the initial condition ®; ; = Ay;. Importantly, condition (iii)
determines ®g , for all n > 0 uniquely from ®,, so the main calculation occurs
over M,. We consider classes in RH?$72(My) since, for small values of g, it is
known that H**(Mg, Q) = RH*(My,). The essential idea is as follows. A class
Og € H2g—2(/\7g, Q) pulls back under boundary maps to ©g_1,2 and Og_1,; @ O .
The relationship

*
Og—12=Y2m Og_1,

constrains the class ®g. We find that ®, exists (and hence also ©, , exists for all n)
for all A € Q, but that ®3 (and ®3 ;) exists only for A =3 or A = —%. The existence
of ®4 constrains A further, allowing only A = 3.

g =1 From ©;; = Ay, condition (iii) yields
®1,n = )"WIWZ""/fn

since Y, ¥ = Y™y, for any j <n.
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g =2 The cohomology group H*(M,, Q) has basis {Klz, Ka}. Set ® =aj 1K12+a2/c2

and deduce aq; and a, from restriction to Mr; C M, for i = 1,2, defined in

Example 3.5. Since k5 - M, = 0, we deduce that a1 = %)\2 and restriction to Mr,

then uniquely determines
@2 = %)\.21612 + ()\ — %)\Z)Kz.
Commutativity of the boundary maps with the forgetful map shown in the diagrams

— d’irr — — — ¢h,1 —
Meg—in42 ——= Mgn  Mp 141 X Mg_p|gj+1 —— Mg

rwi ¢irr — — — ¢ —
Mg—12 — Mg Mp 1 X Mg_p1 — Mg

implies that the classes ® , = V1 - -+ ¥, 7 *®; restrict consistently to the boundary to
give the correct genus 1 classes ©; , for all A € Q.

g =3 Ingenus 3, H*>*(M3, Q) = RH*(M3) due to the calculation of the cohomol-
ogy H*(M3, Q), for example by using the calculation of H* (M3 1, Q) in [28] together
with the calculation of the tautological ring RH*(M3) via Pixton’s relations [47]
implemented using the Sage package admcycles [12]. We have dim RH*(M3) =7
and we write ®3 as a general linear combination of basis vectors in RH*(M3),

4 2 2
@3 =di111k, +Cl112K1K2 + a13K1K3 +a22/c2 + dyky +blBl +b232,

where B; € RH*(M3) are given by
K1 K2 K3

The pullback map
RH4(./W3) — RH4(./\72,2) ©D RH3(./\72,1) X RHI(./Wl,l)

is injective (which implies that the map from RH*(M3) to the boundary is injective).
The restriction map
RH*(M3) - RH*(M, )

has 2—dimensional kernel and is surjective onto the S,—invariant part of RH*(M 2.2)-
Hence, the condition

503 =02 =Y Y770,
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determines ®3 up to parameters s, ¢ € Q:
arrnn =5,
ayiy = Ha+ A% — 185 + 41,
ayz = —121 — 1202 + 104s — 131,
gy = —%A — %Az + 27s — 5¢,
ag =310+ 1933)2 4265 + 239,
by =t,
by, = %A(S —A).
The pullback map
RH*(M3) - RH*(My,1) ® RH' (M} ;)
has 3—dimensional image, and the condition
PrO3; =0, ®0;,; = (Y17702) ® (Ay)

is a linear system which cannot be satisfied for a general choice of the two parameters
s and ¢ defining ®3 for general A, forcing A to satisfy a polynomial relation. We find
that 543 _ 1942 11

ain = 5zA” — 1300 — 10h

533 _ 14752 _ 99
61112—4)» 20)\ )\,

0
a3 = P00 = APA =22 h = a3 - 1300y,
az = —55 0 + ZEEA + 255000 = an + 126y,
ag =-1237 4 12212 4 818,
by = A —=3)(151 +11),
by =321(3-1).

The expressions for a3 and a,, are consistent only when by = 0; hence,
AA=3)(15L+11) =0.

g =4 Ingenus 4, H**(My, Q) = RH*(M,) is due to the calculation by Bergstrém
and Tommasi [4] of the Hodge polynomial of M, together with the calculation of the
tautological ring R H*(My) via Pixton’s relations using admcycles [12]. We choose
a general element ®4 € RH®(M,) which is a linear combination of basis vectors
for the 32—dimensional space RH®(M,). The pullback map of RH®(My,) to the
boundary can be shown to be injective using admcycles.
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The main purpose of the g = 4 calculation is to prove that A = —% is impossible, so
we substitute A = —% into ®3 above to get
_ 2783 4 11011,2 59939 16093, 2 474287, _ 1232
©3 = §7000K1 ~ 13500%1K2 T 10125K1K3 + “9000 X2 ~ 13500 K4 ~ 1125 B2-

As in the g = 3 case above, we consider the pullback map
RH®(My) — RH® (M3 ),

which has a 6-dimensional kernel. The S,—invariant part of H'?(M 3,2, Q) is proven
in [3] to be 31-dimensional, and using admcycles it can be shown to be tautological.
The condition ¢¥ ©4 = O3 5 = Y1 Y7 * O3 produces a system of 31 equations in 32
unknowns. Using admcycles, we find that ®3 , lies in the image of the pullback map,
and constrains ®4 to depend linearly on six parameters. The pullback map composed
with projection

RH®(My) > RH>(M3,1) ® RH' (M)

uniquely determines the six parameters, and finally the resulting class ®4 is shown
under the pullback map composed with projection

RH®(My) — RH?*(My,1) ® RH? (M)

to disagree with ®, ; ® ®, ;. We conclude that A = —% is impossible, leaving A =3. O

4 Cohomological field theories

The class ®g , combines with known enumerative invariants, such as Gromov—Witten
invariants, to give rise to new invariants. More generally, ®; , pairs with any co-
homological field theory, which is fundamentally related to the moduli space of
curves Mg ,, Tetaining many of the properties of the cohomological field theory,
and is in particular often calculable.

A cohomological field theory is a pair (H, n) composed of a finite-dimensional complex
vector space H equipped with a symmetric, bilinear, nondegenerate form, or metric, 7,
and a sequence of S,—equivariant maps. Many CohFTs are naturally defined on H
defined over QQ; nevertheless, we use C in order to relate them to Frobenius manifolds,
and to use normalised canonical coordinates, defined later,

Qgn: H®" — H* (Mg, C)
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that satisfy compatibility conditions, from the inclusions of strata
Pir: Mgt ng2 = Mgn.
¢h,13/ﬁh,|1|+1 XMg—h,\J|+1 — Mgn, TUJ={l,...,n},
given by
(10) ¢ Qen(V1 ® @ V) = Qg—1112(11 @ U ® A),

(A1) ¢ 1 Qen(V1 @+ @ Va) = L1141 ® Ly, | 7|41 (® v ®AR Q) vj),
iel jeJ

where A € H® H isdualton€ H* ® H*. Whenn =0, Qg := Qg9 € H*(Mg, C).
There exists a unit vector 1 € H which satisfies

Q0,3(1® v ®v2) =n(v1,v2).
The CohFT has flat unit if 1 € H is compatible with the forgetful map 7 : M gnt+1 =
Mg.n by
(12) Qen+1(1®VI @ ®Vn) =T Qg n(v1 @+ ® Vy)
for2g—2+4+n>0.

For a 1-dimensional CohFT, ie dim H = 1, identify 2, , with the image 2 g,n(l®"),
so we write Qg € H*(Mg,,C). A trivial example of a CohFT is Qg = 1 €
H%(Mg ., C), which is a topological field theory, as we now describe.

A 2-dimensional topological field theory (TFT) is a vector space H and a sequence of

symmetric linear maps
0 .
Qg H ®n _, C
for integers g > 0 and »n > 0 satisfying the following conditions. The map Qg ) =1

defines a symmetric, bilinear, nondegenerate form 7, and together with 828 5 it defines
a product ¢ on H via

(13) n(vyevy,v3) = 98,3(1}1, V2, V3)
with identity element 1 given by the dual of Qg , =1 =n(1,-). It satisfies
Q) 1RV ® - Quy) =QF (11 ® - ®y)

and the gluing conditions

Qg’n(vl R Quy) = Qg_l’n+2(v1 Q- Quy, ®A),

0 0 0
Qg (V1@ ®un) = QY 114 ®Qg2’|1|+1(®vi®A®®v]~)
iel jedJ

forg=gi+grand IUJ ={1,...,n}.
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Consider the natural isomorphism H®(Mg ,, C) = C. The degree zero part of a CohFT
Qg pnisaTFT

Q0 H®" Len 11* (Mg, C) — HO (Mg, C).
We often write 29 3 = 98’3 interchangeably. Associated to Q¢ 5 is the product (13)

built from 7 and €2 3.

Remark 4.1 The classes © ; satisfy properties (10) and (11) of a 1-dimensional
CohFT. In place of property (12), they satisfy

®g,n+1(1 RV ® - ®Uy) = Vnti '7T*®g,n(vl ® - Qvp)
and @0’3 =0.
The product defined in (13) is semisimple if it is diagonal H 2> CpC @ --- @ C, ie
there is a canonical basis {uy,...,un} C H such that u; -u; = §;ju;. The metric is
then necessarily diagonal with respect to the same basis, n(u;, uj) = §;jn; for some

n; € C\ {0} fori =1,..., N. The Givental-Teleman theorem described in Section 5
gives a construction of semisimple CohFTs.

4.1 Cohomological field theories coupled to O, ,

Definition 4.2 For any CohFT Q defined on (H, 1), define Q® = {Qé(?’n} to be the
sequence of Sy—equivariant maps Q?’n: H®" — H*(Mgp, C) given by

Q?,n(vl ® - Qvp) = ®g,n : Qg,n(vl ® - ®vp).
This is essentially the tensor product of CohFTs, albeit involving ® ,. The tensor
products of CohFTs is obtained as above by cup product on H* (M g.n» C), generalising

Gromov—Witten invariants of target products and the Kiinneth formula H* (X7 x X;) =~
H*X, @ H*X,.

Generalising Remark 4.1, an satisfies properties (10) and (11) of a CohFT on (H, 7).
In place of property (12), it satisfies

Q% 1 (A®V @ ® V) = Yyy1 72, (1 @ D V)

0 _
and 90,3 =0.

Geometry & Topology, Volume 27 (2023)



2720 Paul Norbury

Given a CohFT @ = {Q, 5}, or a more general collection of classes such as 2 = {Q?,n},
and a basis {eq, ..., en} of H, the partition function of €2 is defined by

hg—l n ki .
(14) Zo®high =exp ) " /M Qenlea ®---®ea,)- [ [ v [ie)
g.nk o J=1

fora; €{l,...,N}and k; € N. Fordim H = 1 and Qg , = 1 € H*(Mg,, C), its
partition function is Zg (A, {t}) = Z¥V (%, {tx}), which is defined in Section 5.1.

For Qgn = gy € H*(Mgy, C), Za(h,{tx}) = Z®(h, {tx}) gives its partition
function. Property (iii) is realised by the homogeneity property

o
9 . d
(15) %z%&z, fout1....)= :(2z+1)tia—li2®(h, tost1, .. )+ Z% (R t0.11,...),
i=0

proven in the following proposition:

Proposition 4.3 The function Z® (h, 19,1, ...) is homogeneous of degree —% with
respect to {qg = 1 —to,t1,t2,...} withdegq = 1 and degt; = 2i + 1 fori > 0.
Equivalently, it satisfies the dilaton equation (15).

Proof We have

n

n

kj kj

/ ®g,n+1'1_[w]"1 =/ 7T*®g,n"/fn+1'l_[w]'j
j=1

Mg n+1 Mg.n+1 j=1
‘ k
— * * j
—/ /4 ®g,n'Wn+l'l_[7T WJ’
Mg, n+1 j=1

n
k4
:/ ®g,n'1_[l”j] ‘T YUn+1
./\/tg_n ]:1
n

k.
—Cg-24m [ 0u []vf
Mg.n

j=1
which uses Yy 1-Vj =Ypp1-n™yjfor j=1,... . nand my(7* 0 VYp11) =0 T VYp41.
In terms of the partition function Z€ (%, 19, 1;....), this is realised by (15). |

4.1.1 Gromov-—Witten invariants Let X be a projective algebraic variety and con-
sider (C, x1,...,Xy) a connected smooth curve of genus g with n distinct marked
points. For 8 € H,(X, Z), the moduli space of stable maps Mg »(X, B) is defined by

Mgn(X, B) ={(C.x1,..., xn) 7> X | 74[C] = B}/~,
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where 7 is a morphism from a connected nodal curve C containing distinct points
{x1,..., X} that avoid the nodes. Any genus zero irreducible component of C with
fewer than three distinguished points (nodal or marked), or genus one irreducible
component of C with no distinguished point, must not be collapsed to a point. We
quotient by isomorphisms of the domain C that fix each x;. The moduli space of stable
maps has irreducible components of different dimensions but it has a virtual class of

dimension

(16) dim[Mg (X, B)]"™ = (dim X —3)(1 — g) + {¢1(X), B) +n.
Fori =1,...,n, there exist evaluation maps

(17) evi: Mg (X, B) = X, evi(n)=m(x;),

and classes y € H*(X, Z) pull back to classes in H*(Mg 1 (X, B), C) via
(18) evi: H*(X,Z) — H*(Mgn(X, B),C).

The forgetful map p: Mg (X, 8) — Mg, maps a stable map to its domain curve
followed by contraction of unstable components. The pushforward map ps on coho-
mology defines a CohFT Qx on the even part of the cohomology H = H®"(X, C)
(and a generalisation of a CohFT on H*(X, C)) equipped with the symmetric, bilinear,
nondegenerate form

n(a,ﬁ)zfXaAﬂ.

We have (Qx)g.n: HV(X,C)®" — H*(Mg ,, C) defined by

n
(Qx)gn(@r,....an) = pa ( [ Jevi (@) N[Mgn(X, ﬂ)]““) € H* (Mg, C).
B i=1
Note that it is the dependence of p = p(g,n, B) on  (which is suppressed) that allows
(Rx)gn(oy, ..., ay) to be composed of different-degree terms. The partition function
of the CohFT Qy with respect to a chosen basis e, of H*"(X; C) is

Zay (h{tg})

h81
=ew ), n! /M p*(
7 g.n

g.n,k

a,p
It stores ancestor invariants. These are different from descendant invariants, which
use, in place of ¥j = ¢1 (L), ¥j = ¢1(L;) for line bundles £; — Mg »(X, B) defined
similarly as the cotangent bundle over the i™ marked point on the domain curve.

[Tevitea) NiMgn(, ﬂ)]““) [Tv TTea
j=1

i=1
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Following Definition 4.2, we define Q)(? by

n
QD) en(r,. .. an) =Ogp- Zp*(l_[ ev;.*(a,-)) € H*(Mgn,C)
B i=1

and

28, (i =en 3 1 / Ogon- p*(l‘[ev (ea,) Hw [14)-
gnk i=1
a.p

Let @??n C Ag—1(Mg,nu,C) be the (g—1)—dimensional Chow class given by the
pushforward of the top Chern class of the bundle E ;, defined in Definition 2.1. The
virtual dimension of the pullback of ®PD” is

(19)  dim{[Mgn(X,d)]"" N p~1(OF5)} = (dim X — 1)(1 — &) + (c1(X), B).

Comparing the dimension formulas (16) and (19), we see that elliptic curves now
take the place of Calabi—Yau 3—folds to give virtual dimension zero moduli spaces,
independent of genus and degree. The invariants of a target curve X are trivial when
the genus of X is greater than 1 and computable when X = P! [44], producing
results analogous to the usual Gromov—Witten invariants in [46]. For ¢;(X) = 0 and
dim X > 1, the invariants vanish for g > 1, while for g = 1 it seems to predict an
invariant associated to maps of elliptic curves to X.

4.1.2 Weil-Petersson volumes A fundamental example of a 1-dimensional CohFT
is given by
Qgn =exp(2rii)) € H* (Mg, R).

Its partition function stores Weil—Petersson volumes
2 2\3g—3+n _
Vo= GV [ peain
Bg—-3+m! Jx,.,
and deformed Weil-Petersson volumes studied by Mirzakhani [39]. Weil-Petersson
volumes of the subvariety of Mg 5, dual to © , make sense even before we find such
a subvariety. They are given by

2 2\g—1
Vg®n:—( ™) f Ogn K‘lg g
’ (=D JFig.n

which are calculable since they are given by a translation of ZBSW . If we include
Y classes, we get polynomials Vg(?n (Ly,...,Ly) which give the deformed volumes
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analogous to Mirzakhani’s volumes. In [43; 51], the polynomials Vg(?n (Lq,...,Lp)
are related to the volume of the moduli space of super-Riemann surfaces.

4.1.3 ELSYV formula Another example of a 1-dimensional CohFT is given by
Qg,n = C(EV) =1 _)‘1 +-+ (_l)g)\g € H*(Mg,n» C),

where A; = ¢;(E) is the i™ Chern class of the Hodge bundle E — M, , defined to
have fibres H°(C, wc) over a nodal curve C.

Hurwitz [31] studied the problem of connected curves ¥ of genus g covering P!,
branched over r + 1 fixed points {p1, pa, ..., pr, Pr+1} With arbitrary profile u =
(1, ..., M1n) over p,41. Over the other r branch points, one specifies simple rami-
fication, ie the partition (2, 1, 1,...). The Riemann—Hurwitz formula determines the
number r of simple branch points via 2 —2g —n = |u| —r.

Definition 4.4 Define the simple Hurwitz number Hy , to be the weighted count
of genus g connected covers of P! with ramification &t = (i1, ..., itn) over oo and
simple ramification elsewhere. Each cover 7 is counted with weight 1/|Aut(sr)|.

Coefficients of the partition function of the CohFT Qg , = ¢(E") appear naturally in
the ELSV formula [20], which relates the Hurwitz numbers Hy ,, to the Hodge classes.
The ELSV formula is

r(g. ! v 1 l—A+--+(=DEhg
|Aut pu] - 1_[ [MM =iy (L= pn¥n)’

gn =

where t = (i1,..., Un) and r(g, nu) =2g —2+n+ |u|.

Using Q?’n = ®-c¢(EVY), we can define an analogue of the ELSV formula,

(2g—2+n+[u)! 1—[ M, L=A 4+ (DA

H® Og.n- .
&1 |Aut p| Men (I =pry)) - (1= pwn¥n)

It may be that H,’, has an interpretation of enumerating a new type of Hurwitz covers.

Note that it makes sense to set all ;4; = 0, and, in particular, there are nontrivial primary
invariants over Mg, unlike for simple Hurwitz numbers. An example calculation:

[ o= bbbt =t o = O o)
Mo
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4.1.4 The versal deformation space of the 4, singularity The A, singularity has a
2-dimensional versal deformation space M = C? = {(t;,1,)} parametrising the family

Wt(Z) =73 —hz+ 14

that admits a semisimple Frobenius manifold structure. Dubrovin [15] associated a
family of linear systems, defined in (20) below, depending on the canonical coordinates
(uy,...,un) of any semisimple Frobenius manifold M. This produces a CohFT Q42
defined on C? from the A, singularity using Definition 5.2. More generally, to any
point of a Frobenius manifold one can associate a cohomological field theory and,
conversely, the genus zero part of a cohomological field theory defines a Frobenius
manifold [15].

Recall that a Frobenius manifold is a complex manifold M equipped with an associative
product on its tangent bundle compatible with a flat metric — a nondegenerate symmetric
bilinear form — on the manifold. It is encoded by a single function F(t1,...,tN),
known as the prepotential, which satisfies a nonlinear partial differential equation,
known as the Witten—Dijkgraaf—Verlinde—Verlinde equation,

Fijmn™" Ficon = Figmn"" Fikn,  nij = Fij

where niknkj = §;j, F; = 0/0t; F, 0/0t; = 1 corresponds to the flat unit vector
field for the product, and {7y, ..., ¢y} are (flat) local coordinates on M. The Frobenius
manifold is conformal if it comes equipped with an Euler vector field £ which describes
symmetries of the Frobenius manifold, neatly encoded by

E-F(ty,...,ty) =c- F(t1,...,tN) + quadratic polynomial, ¢ € C.

For a semisimple conformal Frobenius manifold, multiplication by the Euler vector
field E produces an endomorphism U with eigenvalues {u1, ..., u} known as canon-
ical coordinates on M. They give rise to vector fields d/du; with respect to which the
metric 7, product ¢ and Euler vector field E are diagonal:

ad ad ad a 0 d
8_14,- W _Slja_uis U(a—ul,%) —5z]Az, E = Z“’a_u,
At any point of the Frobenius manifold, the endomorphism U, defined by multi-
plication by the Euler vector field E, and the endomorphism V = [[', U], where
I;j = 0u; Aj/24/A;Aj for i # j are the so-called rotation coefficients of the metric n
in the normalised canonical basis, produce the differential equation
( d |4

——U—;)Y:O.

20) dz

Geometry & Topology, Volume 27 (2023)



A new cohomology class on the moduli space of curves 2725

Choose a solution of (20) of the form ¥ = R(z~1)e?V and substitute z — z~! to get

(4 UV viz_(d 1 1 Uz
This associates an element R(z) = ) szk to each point of the Frobenius manifold.
Teleman [52] defined the endomorphisms Ry of H = T, M recursively from Rg =1
by

2D [Rk+1,Ul=(k+V)Ry, k=0,1,....

It is useful to consider three natural bases of the tangent space H = T, M = CN at
any point p of a semisimple Frobenius manifold: the flat basis {d/d¢; }, which gives a
constant metric 7; the canonical basis {d/du;}, which gives a trivial product e; and the
normalised canonical basis {v; } for v; = Ai_l/ 28/ du;, which gives a trivial metric 7. (A
different choice of square root of A; would simply give a different choice of normalised
canonical basis.) The transition matrix W from flat coordinates to normalised canonical
coordinates sends the metric 7 to the dot product, ie W7 W = 5. The topological field
theory structure on H induced from 7 and e is diagonal in the normalised canonical
basis. It is given by
Qg,n(vl@n) _ Ajl—g—l/Zn

and vanishes on mixed products of v; and v; for i # j. In the normalised canonical
basis, the unit vector is given by

1= (A% Al

hence, it uniquely determines the topological field theory. We find the normalised canon-
ical basis most useful for comparisons with topological recursion; see Section 5.2.1.

The Frobenius manifold structure on the versal deformation space M of the 4, sin-
gularity was constructed in [15; 48]. The product on tangent spaces of the family
Wy(z) = z3 —thz + t; is induced from the isomorphism

T;M = Clz]/ W/ (2)

given by /31ty — dW; /9t = (—z)k~1, producing
2,0 _ 9 9,90 _9 9,9 1, 3
oty Iy o 0ty 0t; 0t o dt,” 0ty 0ty o3 2811 ’
The metric is given by
p(2)q(z)dz
=-3R —_
n(p(2).4(2)) S Ty
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With respect to the basis {d/0dt;, d/0¢,}, it is constant and hence flat:

=(10)

The Frobenius manifold structure on M is conformal. The unit and Euler vector fields
are 1 = d/0dt; and E = t; 9/dt; + %tz d/0dt,, which correspond respectively to the
images of 1 and W;(z) in C[z]/ W/(z).

The prepotential is produced via n;; = Fy;; and n(d/0t; #d/0t;,0/0tx) = Fyjk,
F(iy. 1) = 3ii1r + 7515,

and satisfies E - F(t1,1;) = %F (t1,1,). The canonical coordinates are

2 .3/2 2 .3/2
uL=H+—7=,"", uUy=t——=t,'".
332 3732
In the normalised canonical basis, the rotation coefficients I'j; = —i “/Tgtz_ 32 _ I

giveriseto V =[I",U] = iJTit2—3/2((1) _(1) ) In canonical coordinates we have

NET o 2i 01
=T a) Vel )

The metric 1 applied to the vector fields d/du; = %(3/8& — (=1 (3/t,)Y/28/0d1,) is
n(d/du;,d/0uj) = 6;j A;, where Ay = 4[2_1/2 = —A,. Restrict to the point of M
with coordinates (u,u;) = (2,—2) or, equivalently, (¢;,%,) = (0,3). Then A; =

% = —A, determines the TFT and

(2 0 1 0
0=(52) v=i(0)

determines R(z) € L®GL(2, C) and T'(z) € z2C?2[z] via (21) to get

_ (6m)! -1 (=D)™6mi m
23) R(Z)_;(6m—1)(3m)!<2m)!(—6mi (1! )(”ITZ) |

T(z) = z(1— R~ (z)(1)), where 1= %( 11 )

The triple (R(z), T(z),1) € LAOGL(N, C) x z2CN[z] x CN in (23) produces the
cohomological field theory 242 associated to the A, singularity at the point (¢, ;) =

(0, 3) via Definition 5.2 in the next section.
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Remark 4.5 The matrix R(z) defined in (23) — which uses the normalised canonical
basis for H, so that n is the dot product—is related to the matrix R(z) in [47] by
conjugation by the transition matrix ¥ from flat coordinates to normalised canonical
coordinates

(6m)! (1+6m)/(1—6m) 0\[/0 1\" mo
=Y S mam( o 1) (Vo) (e

for {1
1
U= .
ﬁ(i —i)

5 Givental construction of cohomological field theories

Givental produced a construction of partition functions of cohomological field theories
in [29]. He defined an action of the twisted loop group, and elements of z2CN[z]
known as translations, on partition functions of cohomological field theories and used
this to build partition functions of semisimple cohomological field theories out of
the basic building block ZXW (%, 19,1, ...) combined with the vector 1 € CN which
represents the topological field theory. This action was interpreted as an action on the
actual cohomology classes in H* (M ¢.n» C), independently, by Katzarkov, Kontsevich
and Pantev, and Kazarian and Teleman; see [47; 49].

The Givental action is defined on more general sequences of cohomology classes in
H*(Mg ., C) such as the collection of classes Og , or Q?’n defined from any CohFT
Qg n in Definition 4.2. If Qg , is semisimple, the classes an can be obtained by
applying Givental’s action to the collection O 5.

5.0.1 The twisted loop group action The loop group LGL(N, C) is the group of
formal series

o0
R(z) = Z szk,
k=0
where Ry are N x N matrices and Ry € GL(N, C). Define the twisted loop group
L@®GL(N, C) c LGL(N, C) to be the subgroup of elements satisfying Ry = I and
R()R(-2)" =
Elements of L?>GL(N, C) naturally arise out of solutions to the linear system (20)

given by (d/dz—U —V/z)Y =0, where Y(z) € CV, U = diag(u;, ..., un) for u;
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distinct, and V' is skew-symmetric. One can choose a solution of (20) which behaves
asymptotically for z — oo as

Y(2)=Rz"e?V, R()=1+Riz+Rpz?+---.

This defines a power series R(z) with coefficients given by N x N matrices, which is
easily shown to satisfy R(z) RT (—z) = I; hence, R(z) € LAGL(N, C).

Givental [29] constructed an action on CohFTs using a triple
(R(z), T(2),1) € LYGL(N, C) x 22CN[z] x CN
as follows. For a given stable graph I" of genus g and with n external edges, we have

¢r:Mr = ]_[ Mgy nw) = Mgn.
velV(I')
Given (R(z), T(z),1) € LAGL(N, C) x z2CN[z] x CV, Givental’s action is defined
via weighted sums over stable graphs. For R(z) € LAGL(N, C), define

I-R 'R (w)T
(‘:(Z,u))= Z(j_)w (w) — Z 5ijwlZJ’

i,j=0
which has the power series expansion on the right since R~!(z) is also an element of
the twisted loop group, so the numerator 7 — R~ (z) R~'(w)T vanishes at w = —z.

Definition 5.1 For a stable graph I" denote by
vIT), E@), HI), LI)=L*T)uL*I)

its sets of vertices, edges, half-edges and leaves. The disjoint splitting of L(I") into
ordinary leaves L* and dilaton leaves L*® is part of the structure on I'. The set of half-
edges consists of leaves and oriented edges, so there is an injective map L(I") — H(T")
and a multiply defined map E(I') — H(T") denoted by E(I') 3 e {e™, e~} C H(T).
The map sending a half-edge to its vertex is given by v: H(I') — V(I"). Decorate I"
by functions

g: V@) =N, o:VIT)—={l,...,N},

k:HT)—-N p:L*T)={1,2,...,n},

such that k|ger) > 1 and n = |L*(T")|. We write g, = g(v), oy = 2(v), g = (v({)),
pe = p(¢) and kg = k(£). The genus of T'is g(T') = b1 (I') + X_yep(r) &(v). We say
I' is stable if any vertex labelled by g = 0 is of valency > 3 and there are no isolated
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vertices labelled by g = 1. We write n, for the valency of the vertex v. Define Gg ,
to be the finite set of all stable, connected, genus g, decorated graphs with n ordinary
leaves and at most 3g — 3 + n dilaton leaves.

Definition 5.2 [47; 49] Given a CohFT Q' = {Q/g’n} and
(R(2). T(z)) € LAGL(N, C) x z22CN[],

define R-T - Q' = Q@ = {Q,,,} by a weighted sum over stable graphs,

24) Qgni= Y. A t(r)|(¢r)* « [T v J] we [] wo

IeGgn velV(I') ecE() LeL(T)
€ H*(Mg,n, C),

where 7 is the map that forgets dilaton leaves. Weights are defined as follows:

(1) Vertex weight w(v) =Q at each vertex v.

/
g(),ny
(i) Edge weight w(e) = E(Y), ¥)) at each edge e.

(Ypey) ateach ordinary leaf £ € L*,

iii) Leaf weight w({) =
(i) 8 © {T(I/fp(e)) at each dilaton leaf £ € L°.

We consider only the even part of H*(Mjg », C), so (24) is independent of the order
in which we take the product of cohomology classes. If {Q2g ,} is a CohFT defined
on (C,n) for H 2 CV, then the classes {Q gn) in (24) satisfy the same restriction
conditions and hence define a CohFT on (C, 1) with the same degree zero, or topological
field theory, terms as those of Q’. If we choose 7'(z) = 0, then the sum in (24), which
is over stable graphs without dilaton leaves, defines the action of the twisted loop
group on CohFTs. If we choose R(z) = I, then (24) is a graphical realisation of the
translation action of T'(z) € z2 H[[z] on a CohFT Q2 , defined by

(T-Q)gn(v1 ®: @ vp)
= 1 © @ U ® Tt 1) ® - ® T(nm),

m=0
where 77: Mg ntm — Mg is the forgetful map. The sum over m € N defining
(T - Q) g.p is finite since T'(z) € z2 H[[z], so dim Mg pm = 3g — 3 +n + m grows
more slowly in m than the degree 2m coming from 7, resulting in at most 3¢ —3 +n
terms. We can relax this condition and allow 7'(z) € zH[z] if we control the growth

of the degrees of all terms of Q/, , in n to ensure 7'(z) produces a finite sum. In

g.n

particular, ®g ,, and more generally Qe g.n for any CohFT Q/, ., is annihilated by terms

g.n
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of degree > g — 1; hence, the sum defining (7'Q’)¢ , consists of at most g — 1 terms
when T'(z) € zH|z].

The tensor product © > Q© given in Definition 4.2 commutes with the action of
R and commutes with the action of 7" up to rescaling. For a CohFT €2, and R(z) €
L®GL(N, C) and T(z) € zCN[],

(25) (R-0)°=R-Q° (T)-Q°=1-Q°.

The first relation in (25) uses the restriction properties (ii) of ® , and the second of
these uses the forgetful property (iii) of ®¢ , to see

”*Q?,n+m(® v ® ® T(Wn-i—i))

i=1 i=1
n m
= ﬂ*Qg,n+m(® v ® ® T(wn-l—i)@g,n-i-m)

i=1 i=1

= ®g,n7T*Qg,n+m ( ® Vi ® ® T(Wn—i—i) 1_[ 1pn—i—t‘)

i=1 i=1 i=1

n m
= Og.n7x82g.n+m ( ® Vi ® ® Vn+i T(¢n+i))

i=1 i=1
and sum over m to get T-Q® = (z7)-Q°.

The Givental-Teleman theorem [29; 52] proves that the action defined in Definition 5.2
is transitive on semisimple CohFTs. In particular, a semisimple CohFT defined on a
vector space of dimension N can be constructed via the Givental action on N copies
of the trivial CohFT. Given a semisimple CohFT €2, there exists

(R(2).T(z),1) € LDGL(N, C) x 22CN ] x CN

such that Qg , is defined by the weighted sum over graphs (24) using R(z), T(z)
and ng,n given by the topological field theory underlying €2 ,. Note that a semisimple
topological field theory of dimension N is equivalent to 1 € C™ which gives the unit
vector in terms of a basis in which the product is diagonal and the metric 7 is the dot

product, known as a normalised canonical basis.

On the level of partition functions, the construction of a semisimple CohFT from the
trivial CohFT is realised via an action of quantised differential operators R and 7" on
products of Z KW(h, 19,11, ...), a KdV tau function defined in the next section.
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Definition 5.3 Define, for R(z) = eXP(Ze>o VgZe) e LAOGL(N,C) and T(z) =
Y k>0 T,g‘zk € zCN[z],

£—1 82
_exp{zz(z(rk)ﬂzkaa 30 Y Dm0y )}

(=1 a,8 k=0 m=0 Aoty

Pme( X Y75 )

a=1k>0
The partition function of (24) is given in [19; 29; 49] by
(26) Zq(h.{tg})
=R-T-1.- 2% () - 2V, ')

_ 1 _ _ _
:exp{Zhgl > AT [T 2w ] @@ [] w(lf)}.

g.n reG veV (D) ecE(D) ¢eL(D)

The operator 1 rescales the variables A- ZXW (#, {12} = Z*V((1%)%h, {1%12'}). Vertex
weights W(v) store products of ZXW corresponding to the partition function of a
topological field theory, edge weights w(e) store coefficients of the series £(w), z), and
leaf weights W (£) store the variables #}? in a series weighted by coefficients of the series
R™1(—z). We do not give explicit formulas for the weights — see [19; 29; 49] —and
instead use an equivalent elegant formulation given by topological recursion, defined
in Section 5.2.

A consequence of the relations (25) is the following proposition, which modifies the
construction of a semisimple CohFT € to produce Q©:
Proposition 5.4 Given a semisimple CohFT <2 defined via (24) using
(R(z),.T(2),1) € LYGL(N, C) x 22CN[z] x CV,
the collection of classes € is defined via (24) using
(R(z) 17, 1) e LAOGL(N,C) x zCN[z] x CV

and
Q/g’n — @g,n R Qg?l H®n — H4g—4+2n(/\—/1g’n’ C)

for Q§01)1 the degree 0 part of Qg , determined by the vector 1 € CN. TIts partition
function Zge (h,{}'}) is obtained by replacing each copy of Z KW (h, {tx}) in (26) by
a copy of Z® (h, {t}}) and shifting the operator T.
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5.1 KdV tau functions

The KdV hierarchy is a sequence of partial differential equations beginning with the
KdV equation,

(27) Ui, = UUsy + 151Uk 1019, Ult0,0,0,...) = f(to).

A tau function Z(ty, #1, . ..) of the KdV hierarchy (equivalently the KP hierarchy in
odd times pay41 = tm/(2m + 1)!1) gives rise to a solution U = # 9% (log Z)/atg of
the KdV hierarchy. The first equation in the hierarchy is the KdV equation (27), and
later equations Uy, = Py (U, Uy, Uty - .. ) for k > 1 determine U uniquely from
Ul(1),0,0,...). See [40] for the full definition.

The Kontsevich-Witten tau function ZXW is defined by the initial condition
UW(1,0,0,...) =1,
for UKV = %02 (log ZKW)/atg. The low-genus terms of log ZXW are

log Z"V(h to. t1....) =071 (Jitg + atots + algta + ) + 55t + o

Theorem 5.5 (Witten and Kontsevich [36; 54])

ZKW(h,to,tl,...)zepohgl i Z/ ]‘[w”’ftm,
g.n

keN”n Men i1

is a tau function of the KdV hierarchy.

The Brézin-Gross—Witten solution UBSY =192 (log ZBW) /912 of the KdV hierarchy
arises out of a unitary matrix model studied in [6; 30]. It is defined by the initial
condition

h

UBV(.,0,0,.. )= —.
(to ) 81102

The low-genus g terms (= coefficient of #8~1) of log ZBSW are

4! 2 15 &)
+h- :
28 (1_ 0)3 1024 (1—10)5
2

4
+h* S ﬁ-l-O(h)

(28) log ZBOW = _1 g log(1—10) +7-

= Lo+ ety + -+ (gt + oglots +++)
2 /2
+h (1024t2+ 1024 +)
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It satisfies the homogeneity property

0 BGW
al()Z (h,t9,t1,...)

o0
= Z (2i + Dty - ZBGW(h to.tr....)+ 525N (h.to.11....),
i=0
which coincides with (15), satisfied by Z® (4, 1,11, ...). A proof of this homogeneity
property for ZBSW can be found in [2; 14].

The tau function ZBSY (#, 19, ¢1, .. .) shares many properties of the famous Kontsevich-
Witten tau function Z¥W (%, 19,1, ...) introduced in [54]. An analogue of Theorem 5.5
is given by Conjecture 1.5, which postulates that the function

A N 1‘[w [Te

gnk

coincides with ZBSW(#, 19,1, ...). The tau function ZBSW appears in a generalisation
of Givental’s decomposition of CohFTs in [9].

Definition 5.6 Given a semisimple CohFT €2 with partition function Zg (%, {1}'})
constructed as a graphical sum, via (26),

Zat AN =R-T-1- 2@ i) - 2V (0, ('),
define
ZgN (g = R-To-1- 2PNV, 41l - 25V (A,
where To = T /z(z2).
The same shift 7o = %T(z) is used by ZBSV (%, {#;}) and Z® (%, {t}) due to their
common homogeneity property (15). One can also replace only some copies of
ZXV(h, {t;}) in (26) by copies of ZBSW(#, {t;}) and shift components of T. For

example, in [13], the enumeration of bipartite dessins d’enfant is shown to have
partition function

(29) Z(h () = R-T - 25V (~1n, i{%ﬁzz,g})zKW@zh, (4212}

for R and T determined by the curve x3? + xy + 1 = 0 as described in Section 5.2.
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R(Z) c L(z)GL(N, (C) Givental construction N ZQ (h, {Z]?})
T(z) € 22CN[z],1eCN

topological recursion

S=(C,x,y,B)

Z5 (h A1)
Figure 1: Constructions of CohFT partition functions.
5.2 Topological recursion

Figure 1 summarises the contents of this section. The upper horizontal arrow in the
figure represents Givental’s construction of a partition function defined in (26) and
Definition 5.2. Topological recursion is defined in Section 5.2 — it produces a partition
function from a spectral curve S = (C, x, y, B) consisting of a Riemann surface C
equipped with meromorphic functions x and y and a bidifferential B. We begin with a
description of the left vertical arrow, which represents the construction of an element
R(z) € LDGL(N, C) from (C, x, B) in (30) and T'(z) and 1 from (C, x, y) in (36)
and (35). We then define topological recursion in Section 5.2.1 and state the result
of [18], that topological recursion encodes the graphical construction in (26) and gives
equality of partition functions, represented by the right vertical arrow.

An element of the twisted loop group R(z) € LAGL(N, C) can be naturally con-
structed from a Riemann surface X equipped with a bidifferential B(p, p;) on ¥ X X
and a meromorphic function x: ¥ — C for N the number of zeros of dx. A basic
example is the function x = z? on ¥ = C, which gives rise to the constant element
R(z) =1 € GL(1,C). More generally, any function x that looks like this example
locally, ie x = s2 + ¢ for s a local coordinate around a zero of dx and ¢ € C, gives
R(z) =1+ Ryz+--- € LDGL(N, C), which is in some sense a deformation of
I € GL(N,C), or N copies of the basic example.

Definition 5.7 On any compact Riemann surface (X, {A4;};=1,....¢) With a choice of

A-cycles, define a fundamental normalised bidifferential of the second kind B(p, p')
to be a symmetric tensor product of differentials on £ x ¥, uniquely defined by the
properties that it has a double pole on the diagonal of zero residue, double residue equal

to 1, no further singularities and normalised by fpeA,» B(p,p'y=0fori=1,...,g[27].
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On a rational curve, which is sufficient for the examples in this paper, B is the Cauchy

kernel dzy dz,
B(ziz) = 2
(z1 —22)

The bidifferential B(p, p’) acts as a kernel for producing meromorphic differentials on
the Riemann surface X via w(p) = fA AMp")B(p, p’), where A is a function defined
along the contour A C X. Depending on the choice of (A, A), w can be a differential
of the 1% kind (holomorphic), 2™ kind (zero residues) or 3™ kind (simple poles).

Definition 5.8 For (X, x) a Riemann surface equipped with a meromorphic function,
define evaluation of any meromorphic differential w at a simple zero P of dx by

w(p)
V2(x(p) —x(P))’

where we choose a branch of /x(p) —x(P) once and for all at P to remove the £1

w(P) :=Resp=p

ambiguity.

A fundamental example of Definition 5.8 required here is B(P, p), which is a nor-
malised (trivial A—periods) differential of the second kind holomorphic on X\P with a
double pole at the simple zero P of dx.

In order to produce an element of the twisted loop group, Shramchenko [50] constructed
asolution Y (z) of the linear system (20) using V' =B, U] for B,g = B(Py, Pp) (defined
for o £ B) given by

vz -
Y =—— / B(Py. p)-e~*PI%.
b 21 I's “

The proof in [50] is indirect, showing that Y(Z)j- satisfies an associated set of PDEs
in u; and using the Rauch variational formula to calculate d,, B(Py, p). Instead, here
we work directly with the associated element R(z) of the twisted loop group.

Definition 5.9 Define the asymptotic series in the limit z — 0 by
- vz Pa)—x(p)
(30) RU2)%=—"L= | B(Pa, p)-exP=x)/z
(),3 2 s (Po» p

where I'g is a path of steepest descent for —x (p)/z containing x (Ppg).

Note that the asymptotic expansion of the contour integral (30) for z — 0 depends only
the intersection of I'g with a neighbourhood of p = Pg. When o = 3, the integrand has
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zero residue at p = Pg, so we deform I'g to go around Pg to get a well-defined integral.
Locally, this is the same as defining fR s72 exp(—s?) ds = —2./7 by integrating the
analytic function z72 exp(—z2) along the real line in C deformed to avoid 0.

Lemma 5.10 [50] The asymptotic series R(z) defined in (30) satisfies the twisted
loop group condition

(31) R(z)RT (—z) =1d.

Proof The proof here is taken from [16]. We have

B(p.q)B(p'.q)
dx(q)

N
(32) > Resq=p,
a=1

B(p.q)B(p'.q)
dx(q)

B(p.¢)B(p'.q)
dx(q)

_ B(p, p") B(p, p’)
= _d”( dx(p) )_df’/( ax(p') )

where the first equality uses the fact that the only poles of the integrand occur at

= —Resg=p Resg=p

{p.p'.Pa|a=1,..., N}, and the second equality uses the Cauchy formula satisfied
by the Bergman kernel. Define the Laplace transform of the Bergman kernel by
X (Pa)/z1+x(Pg)/ 22

B(p, p')e *W/z1=x(p)/z
2w Jz122 /a [Fﬁ

The Laplace transform of the left-hand side of (32) is

N
ex(Pa)/Zl+x(Pﬂ)/zz / / e_x(p)/zl_x(p/)/z2 Z Resq=73 B(p’ Q)B(p/,q)
Iy /T3 g

B%P(z),2,) =

27w . /Z122 . dx(q)
N x(Pa)/z1+x(Pg)/z2
_\ ¢ —x(p)/z1 / —x(p)/22 B( '
= e B(p,P e B(p',P
L ammm P P
B i [R_I(Zl)]Z[R_l(Zz)]Z
y=1 2122 '

Since the Laplace transform satisfies

/F d(%(ffj;))e—x(p)/z:é/r o(p)e—* Dz

Geometry & Topology, Volume 27 (2023)



A new cohomology class on the moduli space of curves 2737

for any differential w(p) by integration by parts, the Laplace transform of the right-hand
side of (32) is

X P mx Pz / / e—x(p)/zl—x(p/)/zz{d (M)+d,(M)}
21 /212, I, Jrg P\ dx(p) P\ dx(p')

= —(% + %)BQ’B(ZI ,Z22).

Putting the two sides together yields the result, due to Eynard [21],

SR EDIRIR (20
Z1+ 2 '

(33) B%B(zy,2y) = —

Equation (31) is an immediate consequence of (33) and the finiteness of BB (z1,22)
at zp = —z3y. O

5.2.1 Topological recursion Topological recursion is a procedure which takes as
input a spectral curve, defined below, and produces a collection of symmetric tensor
products of meromorphic 1-forms wg , on C". The correlators store enumerative
information in different ways. Periods of the correlators store top intersection numbers
of tautological classes in the moduli space of stable curves M g¢,n and local expansions
of the correlators can serve as generating functions for enumerative problems.

A spectral curve S = (C, x, y, B) is a Riemann surface C equipped with two mero-
morphic functions x, y: C — C and a bidifferential B(p, p,) defined in Definition 5.7,
which is the Cauchy kernel in this paper. Topological recursion, as developed by
Chekhov, Eynard and Orantin [8; 22], is a procedure that produces from a spectral
curve S = (C, x, y, B) a symmetric tensor product of meromorphic 1-forms wg
on C" for integers g > 0 and n > 1, which we refer to as correlation differentials or
correlators. The correlation differentials wg , are defined by

wo,1(p1) = —y(p1)dx(p1) and wo2(p1.p2) = B(p1,p2)

and, for 2g —2 4 n > 0, they are defined recursively via

wgn(p1, pPL)
= Z Resp=a K(p1. p)

dx(o)=0 o
-[wg—l,n+1(p,ﬁ,PL)+ > wg1,|1|+1(Pvpl)wg2,|J|+l(ﬁ’PJ)j|-

g1+82=¢
IuJ=L
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Here, we use the notation L = {2,3,...,n} and p;r = {pi,, piy»..., pi s for I =
{i1,i2,...,ir}. The outer summation is over the zeroes @ of dx and p +— p is the
involution defined locally near « satisfying x(p) = x(p) and p # p. The symbol o
over the inner summation means that we exclude any term that involves wy ;. Finally,
the recursion kernel is given by

K(p1.p) =3 /s 02pr)
[v(p) = y(P)ldx(p)

which is well defined in the vicinity of each zero of dx. It acts on differentials in p and
produces differentials in p; since the quotient of a differential in p by the differential
dx(p) is a meromorphic function. For 2¢g —2 4+ n > 0, each wg , is a symmetric
tensor product of meromorphic 1-forms on C” with residueless poles at the zeros
of dx and holomorphic elsewhere. A zero « of dx is regular if y is regular at «,
and irregular if y has a simple pole at @. A spectral curve is irregular if it contains
an irregular zero of dx. The order of the pole in each variable of wg , at a regular
(resp. irregular) zero of dx is 6g —4 + 2n (resp. 2g). Define ®(p) up to an additive
constant by d®(p) = y(p) dx(p). For 2g —2+n > 0, the invariants satisfy the dilaton
equation [22]

> “Resp=a P(P)0gnt1(P. P12 pn) = (28 =2+ Mwgn(p1.-- .. Pa).
o

where the sum is over the zeros « of dx. This enables the definition of the so-called
symplectic invariants

Fe = Z Resp—a ®(p)wg,1(p).
o

The correlators wg , are normalised differentials of the second kind in each variable
since they have zero A—periods, and poles only at the zeros P, of dx of zero residue.
Their principal parts are skew-invariant under the local involution p — p. A basis of
such normalised differentials of the second kind is constructed from x and B in the
following definition:

Definition 5.11 For a Riemann surface C equipped with a meromorphic function
x: C — C and bidifferential B(p;, p,) define the auxiliary differentials on C as

follows. For each zero P, of dx, define
(34) Vo (p) = B(Pa,p), Vi (p)=—d Véw
0 k+1 dx (p)

fora =1,...,Nand k =0,1,2,..., where evaluation B(P,, p) at Py is given in
Definition 5.8.
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The correlators wg,, are polynomials in the auxiliary differentials V;*(p). To any
spectral curve S, one can define a partition function Z* by assembling the polynomials
built out of the correlators wg , [18; 21; 45].

n

o _hg_l
Definition 5.12  Z5 (A, {ug}) ==exp Z ! wg’s'
g.n

V& (pi)=uj

As usual, define Fy to be the contribution from wg 5,

log ZS (h. {uf}) =Y hEF7 ({ui}).
£=0

5.2.2 From topological recursion to Givental’s construction The input data for
Givental’s construction is a triple (R(z), T(z),1) € LAGL(N, C) x z2CN[z] x CN.
Its output is a CohFT €2, and its partition function Zgq (%, {#'}). The input data for topo-
logical recursion is a spectral curve S = (C, x, y, B). Its output is the correlators wg 5,
which can be assembled into a partition function Z5 (4, )}

From a compact spectral curve define a triple

S =(C,x,y,B) > (R(2),T(z),1) € LDGL(N, C) x zCN[z] x CN

by
(C.x,B)—~ R(z) € LPGL(N, C)
via (30),
(35) 1 = dy(Pa) if Py is regular,
dx)(Py) if Py is irregular,
(v g

which is the unit in normalised canonical coordinates, and

1 — . .
z(l"‘ - / dy(p)-ex P x(p))/z) if Py is regular,
V2mzJ Ty

1 _ . ..
y(p) dx(p)-exPI=xPN/z if P, is irregular.
V2rz /Fa

(B6) T(2)* =
17—

Note that

lim !

d e
B SVor=l N y(p)

which defines 1; hence, the right-hand side of (36) lives in z2CN[z] (resp. zCN[z])
when P, is regular (resp. irregular). If © is a CohFT with flat unit—see (12)

(x(Po)—x(p))/z _ dy(Pa) if Py is regular,
(y dx)(Py) if Py is irregular,
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in Section 4—given by 1 € C¥, then 1 determines the translation via T'(z) =
z(1— R 1(2)1) € z2CN[z]. In this special case, y satisfies

N
_ _ 1 _
37 (R'HD*=>_R H)2- A2 = _/ dy(p) - eXP)=5®)/z
=1 k- Tk V2mz Jr,

which uniquely determines y from its first-order data {dy(P)} at each Py.

The map (C, x, y, B) — (R(z), T(z), 1) produces the left vertical arrow in Figure 1
and its generalisation to irregular spectral curves, ie a correspondence between the
input data, and via the graphical construction (26) this produces the same output
Za(h {1} = ZS(h, {7 }), which is the main result of [18], stated in the following
theorem:

Theorem 5.13 [18] Given a CohFT €2 built from
R(z) e LDGL(N,C), T(z)ez*CN[z], 1ecCVN
via Definition 5.2, there exists a local spectral curve
S=(,x,y,B)—~> (R(2),T(2),1)

on which x and B correspond to R(z) via Definition 5.9 and y corresponds to T'(z)
and 1 via (36) and (35), giving the partition function of the CohFT

Zoh Atf}) = Z5 (h. {tf}).

In general, the spectral curve S in Theorem 5.13 is a local spectral curve which is a
collection of disk neighbourhoods of zeros of dx on which B and y are defined locally,
although we only consider compact spectral curves S in this paper. Theorem 5.13 was
proven only in the case 7(z) = z(1 — R™!(z)1) in [18] but it has been generalised to
allow any T'(z) € z2CN[z]; see [9; 37]. We will use the converse of Theorem 5.13,
proven in [16], beginning instead from S. Theorem 5.13 was also generalised in [9]

to show that the operators ¥, R and 7 acting on copies of ZBGW

analogous to (26)
arises by applying topological recursion to an irregular spectral curve. Equivalently,
periods of the correlators of an irregular spectral curve store linear combinations of
coefficients of log ZBOW. The appearance of ZBSVY is due to its relationship with

topological recursion applied to the curve x = %22, y=1/z[14].

5.2.3 Spectral curve examples We demonstrate Theorem 5.13 with four key exam-
ples of rational spectral curves equipped with the bidifferential B(py, p,) given by
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the Cauchy kernel. The spectral curves in Examples 5.14 and 5.15, denoted by Sajry

ZKW and ZBGW

and Sps, have partition functions , respectively. Any spectral curve
at regular (resp. irregular) zeros of dx is locally isomorphic to Sajry (resp. Sges). A
consequence is that the tau functions Z¥W and ZBSW are fundamental to the correlators
produced from topological recursion. Moreover, the topological recursion partition
function Z9 is constructed via (26), using a product of copies of ZXW and copies
of ZBOW as in (29), where R and T are obtained from the spectral curve as described
in Section 5.2.2. The third example, given by Theorem 5.16, brings together ZX¥W and
Z© and conjecturally ZBSY in the limit. Proposition 5.4, which gives the relationship
between the Givental construction of a semisimple CohFT  and its associated QBSW,
has an elegant consequence for spectral curves. This is demonstrated explicitly in
the fourth example, which shows the relationship between the spectral curves of a

CohFT Q42 associated to the A, singularity and ($242)BOW,
Examples 5.14 and 5.15 below use the differentials
Em(2) = @m + DNz=@m+2D) g2

defined by (34) for x = ;z with respect to a global rational parameter z for the curve
C=C.

Example 5.14 Topological recursion applied to the Airy curve

Sairy = (C,X= %22,y=z,B=—)

produces correlators which are proven in [23] to store intersection numbers

W = Z/ l_lw””(ZmzH) d’

mez” Men j=1

and the coefficient is nonzero only for Y ;_; m; = 3g — 3 + n. Hence,

Z"V(h, 1o, t1,...) = Z54 (h, 1. 14, . . )—CXPZ - g

Em(zi)=tm

—epo he—

g.n,m

/ l_[(l/fm' Im;)-

Men j—y

Example 5.15 Topological recursion applied to the Bessel curve

dzdz' )
B=_—""_
(z—2")?

(N7}
Ny | —

SBes = (C,X= 122, y=
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produces correlators
wgs =Y be(my.... mn)l_[(2m,—|—l) o +2,
EeZﬁ_ i=1 %
where bg(my,...,my 0 only for Y 7_. m; = g — 1. It is proven in [14] that
g y i=1 p

Bes

ZBGW(h,lo,tl,...):ZSB“(h,lo,ll,. .
Em(Zi)=lm

122 —t-logz, by

For the next example, define differentials &5, (z, ), using x =
égl(z,t) =11224z,
' (z.1) = dz,

(38) £
. (8D
m+1 (1) = _d( dx () )

For m > 0, these are linear combinations of the V,;', (p) defined in (34). The following

=0,1,m=-1,0,1,2,....

theorem uses the Chern polynomial

C(EG ot) =1+ 1-c1(ES ) + 12 co(ES,) + € HX (AP Q). G efo, 1}

Theorem 5.16 [37] Topological recursion applied to the spectral curve

(39) x=1z2—t.logz, y=:z"1, B=dZ—dZ/
2 (z—2z")2

produces correlators wg , satisfying

(40) a)g,n(t,zl,---,zn)

_Z( 1)n28=2+n)! g/M p*c( gn’_)l—[wm, ii(Zi,l)-

G,m &.n i=1

Proof Theorem 5.16 is a specialisation of a theorem in [37] which applies to a
generalisation of the moduli space of spin curves to the moduli space of r—spin curves

~

Ml/r_{(c 0 Pls---spn’¢)|¢39ri>a)c }

For any s € Z, there is a line bundle £ on the universal r—spin curve over M i,/ ,f
with fibres given by the universal ™ root of (wé"g)s

defines a virtual bundle over M é/ ,f . For example, when s = 1 and r = 1, —R*74&

. Its derived pushforward R*m.&
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is the Hodge bundle, and, when s = —1 and r = 2, —R*n4€ = Eg, coincides
with Definition 2.1 (where £¥ has now become £ due to s = —1.) Note that [37]
considers ™ roots of (wlog)s ( Yo pi) for C the underlying coarse curve of C
with forgetful map p: C — C. The ' roots in [37] coincide with the pushforward
|60 = p«6, which is the locally free sheaf of Z,—invariant sections of the pushforward
sheaf of 6, and the isotropy representation at p; determines o; as described in Section 2.
For r =2, ie 0% =~ a)C , at any point p; banded by the pushforward locally satisfies
10> = wc(2pi) = a)Cg(p,) hence, (|0|V)? = (a)log) (—pi), which corresponds to
o; = 1. At any point p; banded by 0, the pushforward does not change local degree
and corresponds to 0; = 0.

The Chern character of the virtual bundle —R*74€ is given by Chiodo’s general-
isation of Mumford’s formula for the Chern character of the Hodge bundle. For
0€e{0,1,...,r—1}, let j,: Sing, — Ml/r be the map from the singular set of the
universal spin curve banded by o/r, where now the local isotropy is Z,. Let B, (x)
be the m™ Bernoulli polynomial. Chiodo [10] proved

* _ Bunt1(5/1) N~ Bmyr(mi/r)

(41) ch(R n*g)_mgo(mxm izl—(’”“)! !
m+1(0/r) WT+(—1)"’“WT)
Z (m+ 1 Ty Ty '

The total Chern class of a virtual bundle c(E — F):=c¢(E)/c(F) can be calculated
from its Chern character and in this case is given by
o0
(—R*my&) = exp( > (=D m -1 chm(R*n*E)).
m=1

The components of M ;,/ » are given by M;/ nr 5 for 6 € Z". The pushforward of the
restriction of ¢(— R*m«€) to a component is known as the Chiodo class

Cg’n(r, S, 6) = p*C(_R*TL—*S|M1/r ﬁ) € H*(Mg,n, Q)

g.n.o

The sum of this pushforward over all components of M i,/ . is expressed as a weighted

sum over stable graphs in [32] which encodes a twisted loop group action as described
in Section 5, with edge and vertex weights proven in [37, Theorem 4.5] to exactly
match the edge and vertex weights arising from the spectral curve
r1+s/r s _ dZdZ/

z5 = .
(z—1z")2

x=z"—logz, p=
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In particular, the term exp(—Y_,,(Bmu+1(s/r)/m(m + 1))k, ) which arises from the
Y m(Bmy1(s/r)/(m + 1))k, terms in Chiodo’s formula exactly matches the local
expansion of dy. More precisely, by [37, Lemma 4.1],

1 P =x (PN N B /1) m
@) [ e POy e -3 TR )

where ~ means the asymptotic expansion in the limit # — 0.

Hence, topological recursion applied to this spectral curve produces correlators with

¥4

. . . — X — (7 _ I
expansion in terms of the local coordinate e *i = ¢™*(@) = z;¢™% around z; = 0,

(43) a)g,n(Zl, e Zn)

~ - Jei)r el g (o=kiki Cen(r,53 (=), ’
2 et ¢ )ﬁ@nnﬂdf—@MU%)

kez” i=1
where ~ means expansion in a local coordinate, (—lg)r €{0,...,r — 1} the residue
class of —k modulo r, and k7]
clk)= W
We have used £ = z" —logz and y = (r!15/7 /5)z* here, rather than X = —z” +log z

and y = z% as used in [37], because the convention for the kernel K(p;, p) used here
differs by sign from [37], and also to remove a factor of (r!+5/7 /5)2=28=" from the
correlators. Chiodo’s formula and the asymptotic expansion (42) are true for any s € Z;
hence, (43) holds for any s € Z, although it is stated only for s > 0 in [37].

In [37], (—12), e{l,...,r}"; however, replacing k; = r by k; = 0 leaves the Chiodo
class invariant since it does not change the component, but rather it twists the universal
bundle £ over the component, resulting in adding a direct summand of a trivial bundle to
the virtual bundle — R* 7, & which does not affect the total Chern class. The invariance
of the total Chern class, or equivalently the positive-degree terms of the Chern character,
can also be seen in Chiodo’s formula via properties of the Bernoulli polynomials.

We will use (43) in the case r = 2. Define
Em—1(2)
dx(z)

which have local expansion at z = 0 given by
@~ > kme(kyd(e™).

keZy
k=0 (mod 2)

£ =2zdz, £ =d:, é,?,(z)=—d( ) oel{0,1}, me{0,1,2,...},
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Each ¢; in the denominator of the right-hand side of (43) produces monomials
(%ki w,-)mi; hence, (43) with r = 2 becomes

Ogn(Z1,....20) = Z/ Con(2,s; J)nwm, (z 20/2, —m;

i=1

Change (X, ) — (x, y) by

IS z 1 1.2 1.,.5/2a( Z s
x—tx(—)——tlo 2t) =5z —t-logz, = =5t (—)—Z.
5) "2 g(21) = 5 gz, y=3 N5
The differentials defined in (38) using x are given by

e = Pl ().

Hence,

a)g,n(t’zl, s ’Z’l)

2—2g—n ~ 21 Zn
== (%Sts/2+1) Cl)gn(_,...,
’ ,‘( 4/
= (Lsrs/2H1)272em ”Z/ Cen(2, s U)me' (f)za/zl —m;

i=1

( Sls/2+1 228 nZ/ Cg n(2 S, O')l_[tm +1/2wmléal (21)2_’”'

i=1

2-2 i  £0i
_ (Ll ngz / Com2os:3) [T ()™ 065, )

i=1

Mg.n

n
_ Y 02 m 21 22 / Con(2.5:5. %) [T v oo,
o.,m i=1

where the last equality uses (%t)zmi = (%t)3g_3+n_deg for the degree operator

deg ck(Eg’n) = k then (%t)_deg is absorbed into the Chern polynomial. Set s = —1 to
get the desired result. a

The classes ®g 5 arise in the limit

hm a)g,,(z Zlyew- Zn) Z[ ®gn melgm (Z)

i=1

for £, (z) = 2m + D z=@m+2) 4z We explain the relationship of this limit with
Conjecture 1.5 in Proposition 6.1.
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5.2.4 A, singularity In this section we calculate the spectral curves of the CohFT
Q42 and (242)®. We begin with a general result relating the spectral curve of any
semisimple CohFT 2 with the spectral curve of QBEW,

Proposition 5.17 Given a semisimple CohFT 2 with partition function Zg (h, {1}’ })
encoded by the spectral curve

S=(,x,y,B)

via Theorem 5.13, Z SBzGW(h, {t7'}) is encoded by the spectral curve

o . _dy )
S = (C,x,y— dx’B .
Proof Note that the spectral curves S and S share the same (C, x, B) and hence

produce the same operator ﬁ(z) used in the construction of both Zg and Z S%GW.

Proposition 5.4 shows that a shift in the translation operator T'(z) — T'(z)/z combined
with replacing each copy of ZXW (%, {1;}) in (26) by a copy of Z® (%, {t;}) produces
the partition function of Q®. It relied upon the homogeneity property (15) satisfied
by Z® (. {t;}). But ZBSW (%, {1;}) also satisfies (15); hence, an identical argument to
that in Proposition 4.3 proves that, for a semisimple CohFT €2, the partition function
Z3W (h,{1{}) is obtained by replacing each copy of ZXW (%, {1;}) in (26) by a copy
of ZBSWY(#, {#}) and replacing the translation operator by T'(z) — T'(z)/z.

Given an irregular spectral curve, it is proven in [9] that its partition function is
obtained from (26) with translation operator given by (36). Given a semisimple CohFT
Q encoded by the regular spectral curve S = (C, x, y, B), define y = dy/dx. Then,
since dy = J dx, the translation operator shifts by 7'(z)* — T'(z)%/z, which proves
that QBSW is encoded by the spectral curve S = (C,x,y=dy/dx, B). |

Define the spectral curves
dzdz’'
= C,x=z3—3z,y=2«/—3,B=L ,
(z—2z")2
/=3 B dzdz'
3223 (z=2z)2)

The partition functions associated to S = S4, defined in4.1.4 and S = S/(?Z are built

S4

2

(44)

SN = (C,x:z3—3z,f/:

S
out of correlators wg , by

78!
Z3(h A =exp) oy,
g.n

H

& (z)=1g
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using the differentials &7 (z) defined on C by

45) &=

dz_ (-1)d: _ (5w
(1_2)2_(1+2)2’ §k+1(17)—d(m), ae{l,2}, keN.

These are linear combinations of the V,é' (p) defined in (34) with x = z3 — 3z. The
Vk" (p) correspond to normalised canonical coordinates while the &7 (p) correspond to
flat coordinates. We have

®
ZQAZ - ZSAz, Z(QAZ)@ == ZSAZ.

The equality Z4, = Z S4z was provenin [17]; hence, Z (g 4,00 = Z S/C?z by Proposition
5.17. We verify this by giving the local expansions of B and J for S4,, which helps to
deal with different normalisations in the references. Choose a local coordinate ¢ around
z=—1="P; sothat x(¢) = %12 + 2. Then

_ dz _
B(P],Z)=7%m:dl(t 2_ 144+41472t + - +oddterms)
dz ;
B(Py,1) = \/_( v =dt(—»4 )-

Around z = 1 = P,, the local expansions of B(P,, z) are the same as those above, up
to sign. The odd terms are annihilated by the Laplace transform, and we get

-1 W/ —t2/2)/z _ 35
R (Z)g——m . B(Py,1)-eT1/DE =1 (—1) 437~ aram
R ()% _\/E B(P3_y.t 'e(—t2/2)/z: Z+ 1a351 _‘__._.
()3_0( m ]"O[ ( 3—a ) ( )

Hence, R~ !(z) = I—R12+(Rf—R2)22+-~ = I—Rsz—i-Rszz—l--“ gives

1 -1 —6i 35 -1 12
Ry = Ry =3
! 144(—61‘ 1)’ > 41472(—121’ ~1 )

which determines all other Ry, via (21) and agrees with (23) for QA2

The topological field theory is defined by {dy(Py)} for i = 1,2. The translation
operator 7T'(z) is determined by the (Laplace transform of the) local expansion of y
given by (36). Moreover, 42 has flat unit, so in this case the odd expansions of dy is
determined by R™!(z)1 via (37), and hence uniquely determined by the terms dy(Py)
for « = 1, 2. This is visible on the spectral curve by the fact that the poles of dy are
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dominated by the poles of dx, ie dy/dx has poles only at the zeros P; and P, of dx,
and hence, by the Cauchy formula, dy satisfies

N
(46) d(E ) ==Y Resp=p, LB p).
a=1

which is proven in [17] to imply (37). Thus, it remains to show that y defines the correct
topological field theory, representing 1 in normalised canonical coordinates. The local
expansion of dy = «/—3 dz around P; = —1 in the local coordinate x () = %12 +21is

:v-3d=(i— > 1+ 385 t4+---+0ddterms)dl
- V2 14442 124416 /2

and around P, = 1 replace ¢ by i¢. Hence, the Laplace transform is

1 (xPr)—x(p))/z
L s
{ L [F ds(p)-e }

=R (21
1 (1 5 -1 385 1Y) »
=— . J+—== . )e+t—. )+
ﬁ(z) 144ﬁ( z) 41472\/5(1)
Note that dy(P;) = 7 =+/1l and dy(P>) = f = /12 gives the unit 1, and hence

the TFT. Thus, S4, — (R(z) T(z),1) for Q42 as required.

6 Progress towards a proof of Conjecture 1.5

A consequence of the homogeneity property (15) satisfied by both partition functions
ZO9h,t9.11,...) and ZBSWV (A, 19,11, ...) is that, for g > 1, the coefficient of A8~ of
the logarithm of the partition function, ie its genus g part, is a finite sum of rational
functions. They are both of the form

(o,@]
__1 _ g—1 . Culw
log Z(h.to.11....) = —§log(1—to) + Y _ h > ==t
g=2 ukg—1

where #,, := [[t,, for a partition i = (i, ..., un). Hence, for each g, one needs
only match the finite set of coefficients ¢,, parametrised by partitions p of g — 1, of
log Z®(h, to, 11, ...) with those of log ZBSY(h 1,11, ..), to determine equality.

The initial value of [ Mo 11 =% together with (15) produces all genus 1 terms
of log Z®, and the calculation f Mo, ®2,1 v = % from Example 3.5 together
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with (15) produces all genus 2 terms, giving

log Z® = —log(1—10) + h- g - ——— + O(h?).

5]
(1 —10)
Further calculations, such as the genus 3 calculation in the appendix and calculations
up to g = 7 and n = 6 using admcycles [12], prove
(47) log Z® (B, tg. 11, ...) =log ZBV (B, 19,11, ...) + O(H®).

Conjecture 1.5 is reduced to a purely combinatorial or analytic problem in the following
proposition. Recall the spectral curve (39) given by

1.2, 1 p dzdz'
x=3z"—t-logz, =z - -7
2 g y (Z _ Z/)z
with correlators wg , (¢, z1, . .., Zn).
Proposition 6.1 Conjecture 1.5 is equivalent to
(48) lim wg »(t,z1,...,20) = wBes(zl, ey Zn).
t—0

Proof By Theorem 5.16,

Ognlt. 210 z) = SR [ pe( 2 ) T G,
M

G,m g.n i=1

which is regular in ¢ since
rank £g , =2g -2+ 3(n+151),
so the Chern polynomial has degree at most 2g —2 +n in t~!. Hence, for |G| = n,

. _ _ 2 _ 5
th_r)r(l)(—l)nlzg 24751 gp*C<E§n,—) = ()28 e (D) = O,

while, for |6| < n, rank Eg’n <2g—-2+n,s0
. 2g—24n,1— 2\ _
tim (—1)"1 6221 poc(Ef . 2) =o.

Thus, the ¢+ — 0 limit exists to give

i oo ) T

i=1

—Z[ ®gn1‘[w Em, (2)

i=1
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for
Em(z) = lim £} (z.0) = @m + D1 z7Cm+2D) g7,
t—0

Also, lim;_,¢ 5,91 (z,t) =0 for m > 0. The t — 0 limit of the spectral curve (39) gives
the Bessel spectral curve of Example 5.15 with correlators proven in [14] to be given
by

n FBGW(h {l }) n
Bes » Uk
(Zl,...,Z)= ||$,(Z)
n ~ atml ...a[mn b m

Hence, the conjectured limit (48) yields

m BGW h
Z/M @gnnw '5m,()_z T '(.atf:k})némi(Z),
m &n nog=1

i=1

which is equivalent to Conjecture 1.5. |

The subtlety of the limit (48), which is known up to g = 7 for all n by the verification
of Conjecture 1.5 in these cases, can be seen as follows. The correlators are regular
in ¢t; for example,

w0,3(t,21,22,23) = 0(1) == lil’lz)a)oﬁ(l,Z],Zz,Z?,) =0.
t—

However, the coefficients in the recursion can be irregular in #, ie blow up as ¢t — 0.
For example, we next introduce the parameter a to keep track of the contribution of
wo,3(7, 21,22, z3) and can set ¢ = 1 at the end in this calculation of w; > (7, 21, 22):

w1,2(t,21,22)
Z Res;—q K(z1,2)[a- w0 3(t, 2, 00(2). 22) + w0,2(2. 22)w1,1 (1, 04(2))
dx(a)=0 + 0,2 (04(2), z2)w1,1 (1, 2) ]
d21 d22

hm w1 2(t,21,22) = 1080(74 a+61)
z2 22

This gives the expected limit of a)Beg (z1, z2) when a = 1, and shows the dependence of
lim; 0 w1 2(2, 21, 22) on wo 3(t, 21, 22, z3) due to coefficients in the recursion which
are irregular in 7.

6.1 Pixton relations

A collection of relations in the tautological ring R H* (M g¢,n) Was conjectured by Pixton
and proven in [47] using the CohFT Q2. Such tautological relations can be used to
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produce topological recursion relations for CohFTs such as Gromov—Witten invariants.
Similarly, the intersections of ® , with Pixton’s relations produce topological recursion
relations satisfied by the intersection numbers [ Mg Ogn [T v

The key idea behind the proof of Pixton’s relations in [47] is a degree bound on the
cohomology classes

degng, S%(g—1+n)<3g—3+n

combined with Givental’s construction of Q?j, in Definition 5.2 from the triple
(R(z),T(z),1) e LAGL(N, C) x z2CN[z] x CN obtained from the Frobenius man-
ifold structure on the versal deformation space of the A4, singularity; see Section 4.1.4.
Givental’s construction produces ng,, although it does not know about the degree
bound and produces classes in the degrees where ng vanishes. This leads to sums
of tautological classes representing the zero class, ie relations given by the degree
d > %(g — 1 4+ n) part of the sum over stable graphs in (24) of the form

A> _ R,T1
Qg,n - Z |Au t(F)| (¢F)* .

'eGgn

Since 242 has flat unit, the pushforward classes in (24) produce « polynomials; hence,
only graphs without dilaton leaves in the sum are required and the classes a)I{e Tl
consist of products of { and « classes associated to each vertex of I'. The main
result of [47] is the construction of elements R4 g.4 € S¢n for A= (ay,...,ay) with
aq € {0, 1} satisfying q(Rd A) = 0 which push forward to tautologlcal relatlons in
sz(/\/lg n, Q). They are deﬁned by R4 7. A° the degree d part of Qg 2 (vy) for a basis

{vo, v1}. The element R} € H*(M,, Q) is given in Example 3.5.

Whenn <g—1andg > I, wehaved =g —1 > 3(g — 1 4+ n); hence, there exist
nontrivial relations Rg . This produces the sum over graphs

which defines a relation for each A between intersection numbers of ¥ classes with ®g ,,
ie coefficients of Z® (A, {t;}). This uses Ogn - (¢r)+ = (¢r)+Or together with
Remark 3.4 to replace « classes by ¥ classes. We saw this in Example 3.5, arising
from the genus two Pixton relation

(49) / Os.1-Y1 —%'/ O1,1 / O1,1 —%' . 01,=0,
Mz 1 Mi 1 Mi,1 Mi.a
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which determines [ Mo, ©2 y? from [i i, , ©1,1 and [ W, , ©1,2. Similarly, the
appendix uses genus three relations to deduce f Ms @3,2 1//1 and / Mi s O3,2-Y1Y2
from lower-genus coefficients of Z® (4,10, 1, .. .).

The following theorem proves that the coefficients of ZBSW (%, 4y,1,,...) also sat-
isfy (49), and more generally an infinite set of relations satisfied by coefficients of
ZO(h,ty. 11, ...) arising from Pixton relations:

Theorem 6.2 Pixton relations produce infinitely many nontrivial relations satisfied by
the coefficients of both Z® (h, 1o, 11, ...) and ZBW (R, 19,11, ...).

Proof For each g > 1, n and L%(n + I)J possible 4 € {0, 1}" (due to symmetry and
vanishing of half for parity reasons), R;_Al = 0 defines a nontrivial Pixton relation.
For each of these choices of g, n and A, due to the restriction and pullback properties
of ®g , as explained above, O -R% Al = 0 defines a relation between coefficients of
Z9(h, {t;}), such as (49).

The main goal is to prove that the corresponding coefficients of ZBOSW (%, {#;}) also
satisfy this infinite set of relations. To do this, we study the partition function Z gﬁ?,
defined in Definition 5.6 via the spectral curve SES’W defined in (44). The relations
between coefficients of ZBOW(#, {#;}) will be stored in the spectral curve. This
will produce identical relations satisfied by both the coefficients of ZBSW and Z©.
To summarise, we have vanishing of certain coefficients of Zg)z (7, {z}) due to the

cohomological viewpoint shown in the upper row in Figure 1, and vanishing of corre-
BGW
Q42
by topological recursion shown in the lower row in Figure 1.

sponding coefficients of Z (,{t}}) due to Givental’s construction neatly encoded

Pixton relations induce relations between intersection numbers of i and x classes
or ¥ classes alone, ie coefficients of ZXW(#, {#;}). These relations are realised by
unexpected vanishing of coefficients of the partition function Z 4, (, {#;}}). Similarly,
unexpected vanishing of coefficients of the partition function Z ; BGW (h, {1}'}) correspond
to relations between coefficients of ZBOW (7, {1, }).

The coefficients of log ZAI?SW(h, {t7'}) are obtained from the correlators wgBS’,W’AZ

of SBOW by

(50) ( R P

TR T g

=Res;, =00 " ReSz, =0 1_[ Pa; k; (Z,)a)BGW Az(zl, i Zn)
i=1
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for polynomials py f(z) = V=3((=1)%/a)z3*+® 4 Jower-order terms for « € {1, 2}
and k € N chosen so that the residues are dual to the differentials £ defined in (45).
The lower-order terms (and the top coefficient) will not be important here because
we will only consider vanishing of (50) arising from high-enough-order vanishing of
a)g‘:l, 7(z1,...,2p) at z; = 00, so that the integrand in (50) is holomorphic at z; = oo.
Equation (50) is a special case of the more general phenomena, proven in [16], that
periods of wg , are dual to insertions of vectors in a CohFT. Thus, we have shown
that relations between coefficients of ZBW (h, {t}}) induced from Pixton relations are

detected by high-order vanishing of ngw A2 (z1,...,zn) at zj = co. The same is true
for high-order vanishing w;, #(z1,...,zp) at z; = oo, which is shown by
4 2
35 z(11z2% + 1427 +2)
a)21(z)—T3 (22_1)10 dz
= Resz—oo Zma)fi(z) =0, me{0,1,...,12}.

Hence, (50) vanishes for k1 =0, 1,2, 3 and oy = k1 mod 2, which gives the relations
between intersection numbers, or coefficients of ZXW (%, {#;}),

d 4—d __ _
(51 /MNRZ"?% =0, d=1,2,3,4,

where R4 d_ is a nontrivial Pixton relation, for d = d mod 2, between cohomology
classes in ’HZd(/WzJ , Q) proven in [47], such as R% 0= 1//12 + boundary terms = 0.

Lemma 6.3 We have

Zordzl ooa)BGW Az(zl, ceszZn) > 2g -2,
i=1

where ord;—oo 17(z) is the order of vanishing of the differential at z = oo.

Proof We can make the rational differential
Pgn(zl,---,zn)
]_[1—1(2 —1)%¢
homogeneous by applying topological recursion to x(z) = z3 —30Q%z and y =
v/=3/x'(z) which are homogeneous in z and Q. Then a);},(Q, Z1,...,2y) is ho-
mogeneous in z and Q of degree 2 —2g —n:

wé}zz(Qale"’Zl’l)_)\‘2 2g—n Az()\Q )\Zl,...,)\,Zn).

dzy---dzy

a);j,(zl,...,zn)—

The degree of homogeneity uses the fact that

(z, Q)= (Az,A0) = ydx—>Aydx = wg,+— )\z_zg_”a)g,n
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because y dx appears in the kernel K(pq, p) with homogeneous degree —1, which
easily leads to degree 2 —2g —n for wg . The degree 2 —2g — n homogeneity of

Pen(Q.21,...,2n)
[Ti=1(z7 — 0%)%
implies that deg pg »(0.z1,...,24) = 4gn —n + 2 —2g —n. But we also know

dzy---dzy

A
Wen(Q.21,.. . 2p) =

that a);},(Q, Z1,...,2n) is well defined as Q — 0—the limit becomes wg 5, of the
spectral curve x(z) = z3 and y = v/—3/x’(z) using the topological recursion defined
by Bouchard and Eynard [5] —so deg pg n(z1,...,2n) <4gn—n+2—2g —n. Note
that dz; is homogeneous of degree 1 but has a pole of order 2 at z; = co; hence,

Zordzl OOa)BGWAZ(Zl,...,z,,) =dgn—deg pgn(z1,....,20) —2n>2g—-2. O
i=1

Primary invariants of a partition function are those coefficients of [ ]/, l:i" with all
ki = 0. They correspond to intersections in My , with no ¥ classes. The primary
invariants of Z® (A, {t,‘(" }) vanish for n < 2g — 2. This uses deg QA2 <3 Lg—1+n),
sodegQg,, ®gn < 3(g—l +n)+2g—-2+n<3g— 3+n when n < 2g —2. These
vanishing coefficients correspond to the relations ®4 5 y:3 2 A = 0, which, as discussed
above, give relations between coefficients of Z© (%, {#;}).

The primary coefficients of Z ESW (1, {t3}) correspond to
n
i A
Res; =00 -+ ReSz, =00 1_[ Zl.e’ wg},(zl, eesZn)

i=1
for €¢; = 1 or 2. Different choices of ¢; give different relations (except half which vanish

for parity reasons). By Lemma 6.3, > ;_; ord;, —c0 w?c,}lw A2 (z1,....2n) = 2g—2, s0,
for n < 2g — 2, there exists an 7 such that ord;; =0 wgc,},w A2 (z1,...,2zn) = 2. Hence,
Z a)g n(zl, ..., zn) is holomorphic at z; = oo, so
€ A
Resz; =00 zi’a)g,,%(zl, czp) =0

and we have

(52) n<2g—2 = Res;=co--ReSz,=0 1_[ zf"a);’,%(zl, eooyzp) =0.

i=1
Hence, the primary coefficients of Z57Y (%, {#7}) vanish for n < 2g —2, yielding a
common set of relations satisfied by both the coefficients of Z®€ (#,1o.,1;,...) and
ZBSWV(h 1o, t1,...). m|
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An example of a genus 2 relation produced by Theorem 6.2 is
2,1 T 1673 (2—1)4(2+1)4

It immediately follows that Res;—qo —‘2_32 w3,1(z) = 0, which signifies a relation
between coefficients of ZBSW (%, 19,1, ...). We will write the relations using ® o
however, the relations are between coefficients of ZBSW (%, 19,11, ...) and what we are

showing here is that these coefficients satisfy the same relations as intersection num-
bers involving O ,, or, equivalently, coefficients of Z ©(h, 19,11, ...). The graphical
expansion encoded by both Givental’s construction and topological recursion is given by

® - 00 @ )

(plus graphs containing genus 0 vertices on which ®; ; vanishes), which contributes

2 60 2 —60
2% 1723 ‘/M O21V1+2% 155 | O210k
2,1

2.1

2 84 2 84—60
+2 1728 T | _ ®1,2'/ 01,1 +35 7728 / 01,3,
Mi2 Mi

which agrees with the expansion in weighted graphs of Res;—s @z ‘w2,1(2) =0

given by
5 1 _
1536 — 1536 T 2304 T 288 — 0.

Appendix Calculations

Here we show explicitly the equality ZBW = Z® up to genus 3. The coefficients of the
Brézin—Gross—Witten tau function are calculated recursively since it is a tau function
of the KdV hierarchy. It has low genus g (= coefficient of #8~1) terms given by

BOW _ 1 A 2 15 )
log Z g log(1—10) + 7+ 135 (1_,0)3+h 10247 (1435
2 tz
+h°- 1024 (1— )6 + 0%

1 12 3 9 2( 15
= glo+1glo +- -+ (gt + gloti ++- - )+ (1024t2+1024t1+ ).

The intersection numbers of ® ; stored in

log Z®(h.1o.11...) =) he- 1/ Og - Hwk’l_[tk,

gnk
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are calculated recursively via relations among tautological classes in H*(Mg , Q).
The calculation of these intersection numbers up to genus 2 can be found throughout the
text. We assemble them here for convenience, then present the genus 3 calculations.

g =0 Theorem 1.3(II) gives ©¢ , = 0, which agrees with the vanishing of all genus 0

terms in ZBCGW,

g =1 Proposition 2.9 gives © 1 = 3v/1; hence, f/\711,1 O = %. We use this together
with the dilaton equation to get fﬂl.n O = %(n —1)!. This agrees with —% log(1—t9)
in log ZBGW,

g =2 Using Mumford’s relation [41], k; is the sum of boundary terms in M, which
coincides with a genus 2 Pixton relation; Example 3.5 produced the genus 2 intersection

numbers from the genus 1 intersection numbers:

1 1
@2.K1:Z./ @1,1./ @1,1.—4_1./ O
//\/l > M 1 /\711,1 |Aut(F1)| 5 M],z |Aut(1"2)|
— _ 3
=3'8'§ 2735827 1%
Note that fﬂz,l O2.1Y1 =f/\712’1 n*@z-wlz =fj\7[2 ©,-k1. Using the dilaton equation,
we then get fMZ,n O p-Y1 = 2%(}1 + 1)!, which agrees with the # - %tl/(l —19)3
term in log ZBGW,
g = 3 There are two independent genus 3 Pixton relations expressing «; and K12 as
sums of boundary terms in M3. The relations correspond to sums over stable graphs
in M3; hence, they contain many terms. In place of these, we use the equivalent
relations discovered earlier in [34; 35], which push forward to relations in Ms. In
M 3,1, We can write wf as a sum of boundary terms, which yields

/ @31 V7
M3

= %/ ®2,1"/’1'/ ®1,1+%'/ O2,2-Y1
Mz g Mi M2 o
1 1
_ﬁ'/ ®1,1'/ O1,3 +%'[ ®1,2'/ Or,2
/\7‘1,1 ./\711,3 |AUt| ./\7(1,2 ./W],z |Allt|

1
—34—5'/ @11'/ ®12'/ ®11—%'/ ®11'/ O3 ———
— s — k] — i) J— s — s Aut|
M M2 M M Mi 3 |

1
1
— . @1 4 ——
1260 [\41.4 |Aut|
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_41,3 1.5 9 1 121,10 111 4 111 1 121 1 61
— 21 128 8 42 128 105 8 8 2 70 8 8 2 35 8 8 8 105 8 8 2 1260 8 4
_ 15
1024

In M3, we can write wlzwz — Y wzz as a sum of boundary terms, which yields
7 / @32+ (Y7 —Y1¥2)
M3,

= 7[ 03,1 (YiYa—v1V3)
M3z

-5 @2,2'1#2'/ @1,1—5/ @2,2'1#1'/ O1,1
Mz 2 Mi .1 M2z 2 Mi.q
1
—43—0'/ ®2,1°W1'/ ®1,2—%'/ @2,3'101—/ O23-Y1-
Mz Mi2 M2 3 M2 3 |A t|
1

1 9
— 15" ®1,1'/ ®1,4'———'/ 91,3'/ O,

1 [Ml.l Mia |Aut| 10 Mi 3 Mi2

1 / [0 / Q) : + / Q) f 0 !
— = 11" 14— +t7s° 1,2 1,3

" Mi 1 Mi g4 |Aut| 13 Mia Mis |Aut]|

= =3 T28'§ OT28°8 3 '128°8 "6 128 " 128°2
1,161 9,21 1161, 4121 4121,161.11 1 241
15'8°8°27 1088 15882 715°8°82  5'8°8°87775 '8°8°8 180 8 4
_ 357
= T 1024°
Hence,

_ ) 1357 _ 15 51 _ 63
/ O3,2-Y1¥2 = [ O30 V7 + 77055 = o33 + 1023 = 313
M3 M3z

where fM NRCERE Y2 = ;537 is obtained from fM ©3,1 Y2 = 1537 via the dilaton
equation. The dilaton equation then yields

/M Orp-y? = I - L(n+3)! and / Orm-Y1vs = 8 L(n 4 3L,
3.n

MS,n

which agree with the terms %2 - 1024l2/(1 —19)° +hZ- 1024 15 2 /(1 —ty)® in log ZBCW,
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