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We prove that any bubble-sheet oval for the mean curvature flow in R*, up to scaling and rigid motion,
either is the O(2)x O(2)-symmetric ancient oval constructed by Haslhofer and Hershkovits, or belongs
to the one-parameter family of Z% x O(2)-symmetric ancient ovals constructed by Du and Haslhofer. In
particular, this seems to be the first instance of a classification result for geometric flows that are neither
cohomogeneity-one nor selfsimilar.

53E10
1. Introduction 931
2. Uniform sharp asymptotics 948
3. Quadratic almost concavity 960
4. Spectral uniqueness 973
5. From spectral uniqueness to classification 997
References 1013

1 Introduction

In the study of geometric flows it is crucial to understand ancient solutions, ie solutions that are defined
for all sufficiently negative times. In particular, to capture the formation of singularities one always
magnifies the original flow by rescaling by a sequence of factors going to infinity and passes to a limit,
and any such blowup limit is an ancient solution.

1.1 Ancient solutions and the dimension barrier

We recall that a mean curvature flow M; is called ancient if it is defined for all # << 0, and noncollapsed
if it is mean-convex and there is an o > 0 such that every point p € M; admits interior and exterior balls
of radius at least «/ H(p); see [Sheng and Wang 2009; Andrews 2012; Haslhofer and Kleiner 2017] —
in fact, by [Brendle 2015; Haslhofer and Kleiner 2015] one can always take o = 1. It is known that all
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blowup limits of mean-convex mean curvature flow are ancient noncollapsed flows; see [White 2000;
2003; 2015; Haslhofer and Hershkovits 2018]. More generally, by Ilmanen’s mean-convex neighborhood
conjecture [2003], which has been proved recently in the case of neck-singularities by Choi, Haslhofer
and Hershkovits [Choi et al. 2022a] and Choi, Haslhofer, Hershkovits and White [Choi et al. 2022b], it is
expected that for mean curvature flow starting at any closed embedded hypersurface any blowup limit
near any cylindrical singularity is in fact an ancient noncollapsed flow. In particular, by [Colding and
Minicozzi 2012] and Chodosh, Choi, Mantoulidis and Schulze [Chodosh et al. 2024] it is expected that
any blowup limit near any generic singularity is an ancient noncollapsed flow.

For ancient noncollapsed flows in R3, or more generally in R”*! under the additional assumption that
the flow is uniformly two-convex, a complete classification has been obtained in significant works by
Brendle and Choi [2019; 2021] and Angenent, Daskalopoulos and Sesum [Angenent et al. 2019; 2020].
Specifically, any such flow is, up to parabolic rescaling and space-time rigid motion, either the flat plane,
the round shrinking sphere, the round shrinking neck, the rotationally symmetric translating bowl soliton
from [Altschuler and Wu 1994], or the rotationally symmetric ancient oval from [White 2003; Haslhofer
and Hershkovits 2016]. Ultimately, what made this classification possible is that at the end of the day all
solutions turned out to be rotationally symmetric.

In stark contrast, in higher dimensions without two-convexity assumption there are multiparameter
families of examples of ancient noncollapsed flows that are not rotationally symmetric, and not even
cohomogeneity-one, see [Wang 2011; Hoffman et al. 2019; Du and Haslhofer 2021]. For this reason,
the classification of ancient noncollapsed flows in higher dimensions without two-convexity assumption
until recently seemed out of reach. As a parallel story, ancient «-noncollapsed 3d Ricci flows have been
classified in [Brendle 2020; Angenent et al. 2022; Brendle et al. 2021], with an extension to higher
dimensions under the additional PIC2 assumption in [Li and Zhang 2022; Brendle and Naff 2023; Brendle
et al. 2023], but in light of examples from [Lai 2024] the classification of general ancient k-noncollapsed
Ricci flows in higher dimensions has remained widely open.

1.2 The classification program in R*

In a recent paper [Du and Haslhofer 2024], with the aim of overcoming the dimension barrier discussed
above, the third and fourth author introduced a classification program for ancient noncollapsed flows
in R*. To describe this, recall first that if M, is an ancient noncollapsed flow in R#, then its tangent flow
at —oo is always either a round shrinking sphere, a round shrinking neck, a round shrinking bubble-sheet,
or a static plane. The first and last scenario are of course trivial, and ancient noncollapsed flows whose
tangent flow at —oo is a neck have been classified in [Angenent et al. 2019; 2020; Brendle and Choi
2019; 2021], as discussed above. We can thus assume from now on that the tangent flow at —oo is a
bubble-sheet, specifically
(-1 lim AM;—2, = R x S1(/2]1)).

A—0
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Classification of bubble-sheet ovals in R* 933
Writing the renormalized flow M ; = e/2M_,— asa graph of a function u( -, ) over increasing domains
exhausting I' = R? x S1(+/2), namely

(1-2) {q—l—u(q,t)v(q):quﬂBp(,)}CMr,

where v is the outward unit normal of I", and lim;—,_o, p(7) = 00, we recall:

Theorem 1.1 (bubble-sheet quantization [Du and Haslhofer 2024; 2023]) For any ancient noncollapsed

mean curvature flow in R*, whose tangent flow at —oo is given by (1-1), the bubble-sheet function u
satisfies

(1'3) ‘L’BIPOO |||77|”(y, 19’ T) _yTQy + Ztr(Q)”Ck(BR) =0

for all R < oo and all integers k, where Q is a symmetric 2 x 2 matrix whose eigenvalues are quantized
to be either 0 or —1/+/8.

In particular, the theorem uniquely associates to the flow a symmetric 2 x 2 matrix Q, whose eigenvalues
are quantized to be either 0 or —1/+/8, so that in the region with bounded y = (y{, y,) one has the
expansion

yT0y—21r(Q)

||

(1-4) u(y,9,1) = +o(l| ™).

Intuitively, directions in the range of Q are short directions with inwards quadratic bending, while
directions in the kernel of Q are long directions.

Thanks to Theorem 1.1 (bubble-sheet quantization), the problem of classifying general ancient noncol-
lapsed flows in R* can be naturally divided into three cases according to the rank of the bubble-sheet

matrix Q.

In the case rk(Q) = 0 it has been shown in [Du and Haslhofer 2024, Theorem 1.2], as a consequence
of the no-ancient-wings theorem from [Choi et al. 2024], that the flow must be either a round shrinking
R? x S! or a translating R x 2d-bowl.

In the case rk(Q) = 1 it has been shown in [Du and Haslhofer 2024, Theorem 1.3], as a consequence
of [Angenent et al. 2019; 2020; Brendle and Choi 2019; Choi et al. 2023], that under the additional
assumption that the flow either splits off a line or is selfsimilar, it is R x 2d-oval or belongs to the
one-parameter family of noncollapsed translators constructed by Hoffman, Ilmanen, Martin and White
[Hoffman et al. 2019], respectively. The general tk(Q) = 1 case without additional assumptions will be
addressed in forthcoming work by Choi and the fourth author [Choi and Haslhofer 2024].

In the present paper, we are concerned with the case rk(Q) = 2, also known as the bubble-sheet oval case:

Definition 1.2 (bubble-sheet oval) A bubble-sheet oval in R* is an ancient noncollapsed mean curvature
flow in R*, whose tangent flow at —oo is given by (1-1) and whose bubble-sheet matrix Q has rk(Q) = 2.

Geometry & Topology, Volume 29 (2025)
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We recall that by [Du and Haslhofer 2024, Theorem 1.4] all bubble-sheet ovals are compact. Also, since
they become extinct as a round point, but the tangent flow at —oo is a bubble-sheet, they are obviously not
selfsimilar. In addition to this lack of selfsimilarity, a second major difficulty in classifying bubble-sheet
ovals is, as we will review momentarily, the presence of a whole one-parameter family of examples that
are only Z3x O(2)-symmetric.

1.3 Ancient ovals

We recall that an ancient noncollapsed flow is called an ancient oval if its time-slices are compact but not
round.

Ancient ovals play an important role as potential compact singularity models in mean-convex flows; see
[White 2000; 2003; Haslhofer and Kleiner 2017]. Moreover, the two-convex ancient ovals, whose unique-
ness up to rigid motion and dilation has been established in the recent work by Angenent, Daskalopoulos
and Sesum [Angenent et al. 2019; 2020], appeared as potential blowup limits in the recent proof of the
mean-convex neighborhood conjecture; see [Choi et al. 2022a; 2022b]. Furthermore, ancient ovals are
tightly related to the fine structure of singularities, including questions about accumulation of neckpinch
singularities and finiteness of singular times [Colding and Minicozzi 2016; Choi et al. 2021]. Finally,
ancient ovals are in fact also of key importance for the analysis of noncompact singularities, where they
describe the asymptotic shape of the level sets of translators [Choi et al. 2023].

The existence of ancient ovals has been proved first by White [2003]. Later, Hershkovits and the second
author [Haslhofer and Hershkovits 2016] carried out White’s construction in more detail, which in
particular yielded O(k)x O(n+1—k)-symmetric ancient ovals in R”*! for every 1 <k <n. Recently, Du
and Haslhofer [2021] proved uniqueness, up to rigid motion and dilation, among SO(k)xSO(n+1—k)-
symmetric solutions. Furthermore, for 1 — —oco these cohomogeneity-one solutions are asymptotic to
small perturbations of ellipsoids with k long axes of length \/W and n — k short axes of length
2(n —k)|t|. In particular, for (n, k) = (3,2) this gives an O(2)x O(2)-symmetric ancient oval in R*,
unique up to rigid motion and dilation, which is the simplest example of a bubble-sheet oval in R*.

On the other hand, in the same paper Du and Haslhofer [2021] constructed a whole one-parameter

family s4° of ancient ovals in R* that are only Z%x O(2)-symmetric.! Intuitively, this family interpolates

between R x 2d-oval and 2d-oval x R, and the O(2)x O(2)-symmetric ancient oval from above sits in

the middle of the family. Specifically, to construct this family, for any a € (0, 1) and any £ < co one

considers the ellipsoid

(1-a)?
02

2
(1-5) EYe = {x eR*: Z—zxf +

x%—l—x%—l—xﬁ =2}.

I'More generally, for every k > 2 the construction gives a (k—1)-parameter family of uniformly (k+1)-convex ancient ovals in
R”*+! that are only Zé" x O(n+1—k)-symmetric.

Geometry & Topology, Volume 29 (2025)



Classification of bubble-sheet ovals in R* 935

One then chooses time-shifts #; , and dilation factors Ay , so that the flow

la , . L,a
(1-6) MP®i=iea By

becomes extinct at time 0 and satisfies

L _xpa_ 1[4 |2x
] x2/e _ 1(4 2%
= O B

Considering sequences a; € (0, 1) and £; — o0, the class of examples is then defined by

(1-8) A° = { lim Mte"’a" : the limit along a;, ¢; exists and is compact}.

1—>00
Of course, this class contains as a special case the O(2)x O(2)-symmetric oval from [Haslhofer and
Hershkovits 2016]. It has been shown in [Du and Haslhofer 2021, Theorem 1.9] that all elements of the
class o{° are Z%X O(2)-symmetric, ancient, noncollapsed, and with tangent flow at —oo given by (1-1),
and that for any u € (0, 1) there exists an M; € s4° whose reciprocal width ratio satisfies

(maxyepr , |x1])7!
(maxyepr_, [x1))71 + (maxyepr_, |x2[)7!

Let us also point out that under the Z,-symmetry that swaps the x; and x; coordinate, t gets of course

(1-9)

= U.

mapped to 1 — u, and correspondingly one could consider the quotient class s4°/Z,. However, for our
purpose it is most convenient to work with the slightly redundant description as class s4°.

1.4 Main result and consequences

Our main result classifies all bubble-sheet ovals for the mean curvature flow in R* (see Definition 1.2):

Theorem 1.3 (classification of bubble-sheet ovals) Any bubble-sheet oval in R* belongs, up to space—
time rigid motion and parabolic dilation, to the class 4°.

The most important feature of Theorem 1.3 (classification of bubble-sheet ovals), in contrast to all prior
classification results for geometric flows in the literature, is that it provides a classification result for
ancient flows that are neither cohomogeneity-one nor selfsimilar. In particular, recall that all ancient
flows that arise as blowup limits near neck-singularities at the end of the day turned out to be rotational
symmetric [Choi et al. 2022a; 2022b], and thus their time slices can be described by a single spatial
variable. In contrast, the bubble-sheet ovals from our main theorem genuinely depend on three variables,
namely the two spatial variables y, y, and the time variable t.

Moreover, Theorem 1.3 (classification of bubble-sheet ovals) completes the classification program for
ancient noncollapsed flows in R*, as introduced in [Du and Haslhofer 2024] and reviewed in Section 1.2,
in the case rk(Q) = 2. In particular, as a corollary, together with the prior results reviewed above, we
obtain:

Geometry & Topology, Volume 29 (2025)
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Corollary 1.4 (blowup limits) For mean curvature flow of closed embedded mean-convex hypersurfaces
in R* (or more generally in any 4-manifold) any blowup limit, up to parabolic rescaling and space—time
rigid motion, is

e either one of the shrinkers S3, R x S2, R2 x S or R3,

e or the 3d-bowl, or R x 2d-bowl, or is a strictly convex ancient noncollapsed flow whose tangent
flow at —oo is a bubble-sheet and whose bubble-sheet matrix Q has tk(Q) = 1 (such as the
one-parameter family of Z,x O(2)-symmetric translators from [Hoffman et al. 2019]),

e or the rotationally symmetric 3d-oval from [White 2003], or R x 2d-oval, or the O(2)xO(2)-
symmetric 3d-oval from [Haslhofer and Hershkovits 2016], or belongs to the one-parameter family
of Z%x O(2)-symmetric 3d-ovals from [Du and Haslhofer 2021].

Corollary 1.4 (blowup limits) provides the first general classification result— with the caveat that the
remaining case rk(Q) = 1 is addressed in [Choi and Haslhofer 2024] — of blowup limits in higher
dimensions without two-convexity assumption. Moreover, Corollary 1.4 (blowup limits) also suggests a
corresponding conjectural picture for k-solutions in 4d Ricci flow. This will be discussed in forthcoming
work of the fourth author [Haslhofer 2024].

Finally, one naturally wonders how all these ancient solutions fit together in a global picture. Specifically,
we can consider the moduli space

(1-10) o — {JI/L is a compact ancient noncollapsed flow in R*, } /

whose tangent flow at —oo is a bubble-sheet
where the topology is the one induced by locally smooth convergence, and we mod out by space—time
rigid motions and parabolic dilation. Equivalently, in terms of the renormalized mean curvature flow, &
can be described as the space of all connecting orbits between R? x S (+/2) and S3(V6).

As a consequence of Theorem 1.3 (classification of bubble-sheet ovals) in combination with [Choi and
Haslhofer 2024], we obtain:

Corollary 1.5 (moduli space) The moduli space ¥ is homeomorphic to a half-open interval. More
precisely, we have the homeomorphisms

(1-11) X =A°/7,=][0,1).

In Corollary 1.5 (moduli space) the endpoint 0 of course corresponds to the O(2)x O(2)-symmetric 3d
oval from [Haslhofer and Hershkovits 2016], while the endpoint 1 corresponds to the product of the 2d oval
with a line. Equivalently, in terms of the renormalized mean curvature flow the endpoint 0 corresponds to
the O(2)xO(2)-symmetric connecting orbit from R? x S1(+/2) to S3(+/6), while as one degenerates
to the endpoint 1 the renormalized flow lingers around for longer and longer times in the vicinity of
the fixed point R x S?(+/4). For a more detailed discussion of this we refer to forthcoming work by
Angenent, Daskalopoulos and Sesum [Angenent et al. 2023], where the space of ancient noncollapsed
mean curvature flows will be discussed from a more general perspective.

Geometry & Topology, Volume 29 (2025)
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1.5 Related prior work

In this subsection, as a motivation for our approach, let us review some ideas from [Angenent et al. 2019;
2020; Choi et al. 2023], which are most closely related to our current problem.?

As already mentioned several times, ancient ovals have been classified in the uniformly two-convex case:

Theorem 1.6 (two-convex ancient ovals [Angenent et al. 2019; 2020]) Any uniformly two-convex
ancient oval in R"*1 agrees, up to rigid motion and scaling, with the rotationally symmetric ancient oval
constructed by White.

We recall that the first paper [Angenent et al. 2019] establishes sharp asymptotics, and the second paper
[Angenent et al. 2020] upgrades the sharp asymptotics to uniqueness.

To relate with the terminology of Section 1.2, note that by [Haslhofer and Kleiner 2017] for ancient ovals
the assumption of being uniformly two-convex is equivalent to the assumption that the tangent flow at
—oo is a neck, namely
(1-12) klim AM; -2, = R x S"71(/2(n—1)]t]).

—0
Hence, uniformly two-convex ancient ovals could simply be called neck-ovals. Also, for ancient non-
collapsed flows whose tangent flow at —oo is a neck, the matrix Q is just a 1 x 1 matrix, ie a number,
that is either 0 or —/(n — 1)/8. The neck-oval case is the case where Q = —,/(n—1)/8 (in the case
where Q = 0, the solution is noncompact, and thus either a round neck or the rotationally symmetric
bowl soliton, as shown in [Brendle and Choi 2019; 2021]).

Neck-ovals, thanks to the SO(#n)-symmetry, which has been established using the neck-improvement
theorem from [Brendle and Choi 2019; 2021], can be described by a renormalized profile function v(y, 7)
depending only on a single spatial variable y = y;, namely one can express the renormalized ovals as

(1'13) Mr = {(y’yZ?' .- »yn-i-l) GRH+1 : |(y25 .. -aJ’n+1)| = U(y, T)}

The uniqueness proof in [Angenent et al. 2020] is based on energy estimates. To this end, it is useful
to split up the ovals into a cylindrical region, where v is larger than some small fixed number, and a tip
region. In the cylindrical region, the evolution of v is governed by the 1d Ornstein—Uhlenbeck operator,

(1-14) Py =0;— 3y, +1.

In the tip region, one instead works with the inverse profile function ¥ = Y (v, t). The tip region in
turn can be split into a soliton region, where a zoomed-in version of Y is close to the translating bowl
soliton, and a collar region, where one transitions between soliton and neck behavior. The bulk of
[Angenent et al. 2020] then derives energy estimates in carefully weighed function spaces for the profile
2 As an historical aside, let us mention that the classification of closed ancient solutions was initiated by Daskalopoulos, Hamilton

and Sesum [Daskalopoulos et al. 2010]. Also, there has been some interesting related work in the collapsed case; see eg Bourni,
Langford and Tinaglia [2021; 2022].

Geometry & Topology, Volume 29 (2025)
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functions in the respective regions. Moreover, it is shown via the maximum principle that the function v?

is concave, which is the key a priori estimate for dealing with the collar region. Finally, given two
neck-ovals one has to arrange that the difference of their profile functions is orthogonal to the unstable and
neutral eigenfunctions of £, but this can be accomplished easily by suitable rigid motion and parabolic
rescaling.3

The other most directly related prior work is the recent classification of noncollapsed translators in R* by
Choi, Haslhofer and Hershkovits [Choi et al. 2023]:

Theorem 1.7 (translators) Every noncollapsed translator M C R* is either R x 2d-bowl, or the 3d round
bowl, or belongs to the one-parameter family of 3d oval-bowls constructed by Hoffman, Ilmanen, Martin
and White.

Let us recall the construction of the translators from [Hoffman et al. 2019]. For any ellipsoidal parameter
ac [O, %] and any height /1 < 0o, let M@" be the SO(2)-symmetric translator-with-boundary with tip at
the origin and whose boundary lies at height x; = / and is an ellipse of the form

ape () ae () ui = 2
where R = R(a, h). The Hoffman-Ilmanen—Martin—White class is then defined as the collection of all
possible limits, namely

(1-15) slmaw 1= { lim M q; €0, 4] and h; — oo}

—00
To sketch the main steps of the proof from [Choi et al. 2023], given a noncollapsed translator M C R*,

that is neither R x 2d-bowl nor 3d-bowl, we normalize without loss of generality such that H = ej-. By
the no-wings theorem from [Choi et al. 2024], the spatial blowdown is a ray, more precisely

(1-16) lim AM = {ues : u >0},
A—0
which in particular yields SO(2)-symmetry [Zhu 2022]. Hence, the level sets
(1-17) =M nN{x,=h}
can be described by a renormalized profile function v(y, t), where t = —log &, whose analysis is governed

by the 1d Ornstein—Uhlenbeck operator £; from above. Using this, it has been shown that v satisfies the
same sharp asymptotics as the 2d ancient ovals in R® An important technical point is that these estimates
are uniform for certain one-parameter families. Specifically, they only depend on a parameter k, which
captures the error in the inwards quadratic bending in the central region. The key analytic step is then
to establish a spectral uniqueness theorem, which says that if for two (suitably normalized) translators

3The uniqueness of O (k)x O(n+1—k)-symmetric ovals in [Du and Haslhofer 2021] has been established in a similar spirit as
above, thanks to the cohomogeneity-one property.
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the difference of the profile functions v; — v, is perpendicular to the unstable and neutral eigenspace
of &1, then the translators agree. Finally, this spectral condition is arranged via a continuity argument in
the ellipsoidal parameter a from the HIMW-construction. This continuity argument in turn relies on a
Rado-type argument, which relates the parameter a with the smallest principle curvature k at the tip.

1.6 Major new challenges

In this subsection, we describe some major new challenges that we face in our classification of bubble-sheet
ovals.

Generally speaking, recall that our bubble-sheet oval problem genuinely depends on 3 independent
variables, namely the two spatial variables ()1, y») and the time variable t. This is obviously more
complex than all prior problems. In particular, the classification from [Angenent et al. 2019;2020; Du and
Haslhofer 2021] crucially relied on the fact that thanks to the cohomogeneity-one property there is only
one spatial variable, and the classification from [Choi et al. 2023] crucially relied on the fact that thanks
to the selfsimilarity assumption there is no time-dependence. More specifically, our bubble-sheet ovals
can be described by a renormalized profile function v = v(y, ¢, 7) in polar coordinates, defined via

(1-18) My ={(ycose,ysing, y3, ys) : |(y3. ya) = v(y. 9. T)}.

As we will see, the function v evolves by

119) v, = (92 + v5)yy = 205050y + (1 4 V5 Vgg 2 14} 1 v 1
(1-19) v = 2 2 2 32 2 2 2 2 yvy—f-z——,
y2(1+v3) +v2 y:oyr+vg) +vg v
and the inverse function Y, defined via
(1-20) y=Y@(.¢.1),0,1),
evolves by
N o 71 (e (X (8 (T e AL +(1 v) Yo LYo
- = _— v P ——
Y2(1+Y2)+Y2 v 2 Y2(1+Y)+Y3) 2 Y

The analysis of these equations is of course quite a bit more involved than the one of the one-variable
profile functions in Section 1.5.

Arguably the biggest new challenge is the quadratic concavity estimate. Recall that in [Angenent et al.
2020] it has been shown that the function y — v(y, )? is concave, which is the crucial a priori estimate
for connecting the neck behavior in the cylindrical region and the translator behavior in the soliton region.
The quadratic concavity estimate has been proved by applying the maximum principle to the one-variable
function (v?) yy. Similar arguments went through in [Du and Haslhofer 2021], thanks to the symmetry,
and in [Choi et al. 2023], up to exponentially small errors, thanks to the selfsimilarity. In stark contrast,
in our setting where the evolution depends on many angular terms, this one-variable maximum principle
argument completely breaks down.

Geometry & Topology, Volume 29 (2025)
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Another major new challenge is dealing with the unstable and neutral eigenfunctions of the 2d Ornstein—
Uhlenbeck operator

1 1
(1-22) 552:8§+;ay+ﬁa§,—§yay+1.

In [Angenent et al. 2020] the contribution from the unstable and neutral eigenfunctions of £; could simply
be killed via rigid motions and parabolic rescaling. This is not possible any more in our setting, where the
space of unstable and neutral eigenfunctions of &, is six-dimensional, but there are only five degrees of
freedom from rigid motions and rescaling. Of course this must be the case, since we are now classifying a
genuine one-parameter family of solutions. A similar phenomenon has already been encountered in [Choi
et al. 2023], and has been dealt with via a continuity argument in the ellipsoidal parameter a, as reviewed
above. However, this continuity argument in turn built on a Rado-type argument and on a continuous
recentering method, which both crucially relied on the fact that there were only two independent variables.
In our current setting with three independent variables, the Rado-type argument completely breaks down.
Moreover, the standard recentering argument from the literature (see eg [Angenent et al. 2020; Du and
Haslhofer 2021]) is not applicable either, since it is based on degree theory, which only gives existence
and no uniqueness.

1.7 Outline and intermediate results

Motivated by the above discussion, we break up our argument into the following four steps:

e uniform sharp asymptotics,
e quadratic almost concavity,
* spectral uniqueness,

e from spectral uniqueness to classification.

We will now first discuss a few generalities that are used throughout this paper, and then discuss these
four steps in turn.

We recall from [Du and Haslhofer 2024, Theorem 1.4] that all bubble-sheet ovals in R* are SO(2)-
symmetric. Remembering also the uniqueness of tangent flows from [Colding and Minicozzi 2015],
we can thus assume throughout the paper that the tangent flow at —oo is given by (1-1), and that the
SO(2)-symmetry is in the x3x4-plane centered at the origin. We also recall that by [Haslhofer and Kleiner
2017] every ancient noncollapsed flow is convex. Instead of working with the ancient flow M, itself,
it will usually be more convenient to consider the renormalized flow M ; = "2 M_o—. In particular,
under this correspondence the round shrinking bubble-sheet R? x S'! (\/M) simply becomes the static
bubble-sheet R2 x S1(v/2).

Using the above setting, any bubble-sheet oval in R* can be described by a renormalized profile function
v=1v(y, ¢, 1) as defined in (1-18). Equivalently, this means that we can parametrize the renormalized
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flow Mt as

(1-23) (y,¢,0) > (ycose, ysing, v(y, ¢, t)cos B, v(y, ¢, 7)sin ).

As mentioned, it will be useful to consider different regions. Specifically, fixing a small constant 6 > 0
and a large constant L < 0o, we consider the cylindrical region

(1-24) € =1{v=0},
and the tip region
(1-25) T ={v =20},

where we further subdivide the latter into the collar region

L
(1-26) 3{:{ §v§29},

and the soliton region

(1-27) g = {v <

Linearizing the renormalized mean curvature flow (1-23) around the static bubble-sheet R2 x S1(+/2),
ie around the steady state v = +/2, one sees that the evolution is governed by the 2d Ornstein—Uhlenbeck

operator
1 1
(1-28) £ =0, +—0y+—0; — 50y + 1.
Y y
This operator is self-adjoint on the Gaussian L2-space
(1-29) % = L2(R2, e /4y do dy) = H4 @ %o ® H_,

where the unstable and neutral eigenspace are explicitly given by
(1-30) # 4+ = span{l, y cos ¢, y sin g},
(1-31) Ho = span{y* —4, y? cos(2¢), y? sin(2¢)}.

We denote the orthogonal projections to ¥y and ¥4+ by po and p4, respectively. Moreover, to localize in
the cylindrical region we set

(1-32) ve = vxe(v),
where x¢: R — [0, 1] is a cutoff function that satisfies x¢(v) = 1 for v > %9 and xg(v) =0 forv < %9.

In Section 2, we establish uniform sharp asymptotics. Note that in [Du and Haslhofer 2024, Theorem 1.4]
it has already been shown that all bubble-sheet ovals in R* satisfy the same sharp asymptotics as the
0(2)x O(2)-symmetric ancient oval from [Haslhofer and Hershkovits 2016]. However, for the application
in the continuity method it will be crucial to have uniform estimates that only depend on the precision
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of the inwards-quadratic bending at a single time. To capture this, motivated by [Choi et al. 2023,
Definition 1.4], we consider the following notion:

Definition 1.8 («-quadratic) A bubble-sheet oval in R* is called k-quadratic at time 7 if its truncated
renormalized profile function v¢ = v x¢(v) satisfies

y*—4
V8|10

and moreover the following centering and graphical radius conditions hold:

K
<

U%(J”(P,TO)—\/E-F = T
% 7ol

(1-33)

(1-34) P+(ve(to)—v2) =0 and  sup [t]"*ju(-,7) = V2]l capo a0y < 1.

T€[2710,70]

The nonuniform sharp asymptotics from [Du and Haslhofer 2024, Theorem 1.4] imply that, given any x > 0,
every bubble-sheet oval J( in R* is, after suitable recentering,* k-quadratic at some 7y = 7o (., k) < 0.
Here, we upgrade these prior asymptotics to uniform sharp asymptotics for x-quadratic families:

Theorem 1.9 (uniform sharp asymptotics) For every & > 0, there exists k > 0 and t4« > —o0 such that
if a bubble-sheet oval M = {M,} in R* is k-quadratic at time ty < t, then for every t < Ty we have:

(i) Parabolic region The renormalized profile function v satisfies
2
—4 €
sup [v(y. 9, 7)— V242 <—.
P, Nl

(ii) Intermediate region The renormalized profile function v satisfies
sup ‘v(|t|1/22,<p, )—V2-z%|<e
z</2—¢

(iii) Tip region For any s < —e~ ™, setting A(s) = +/|s|~! log |s|, and denoting by p¢ € M the tip
point in direction ¢, the flow

ME* = 0s) (M -2 — 1Y)
is e-close in CL1/#] jn B,—1(0) x (—e2,&72) to N; xR, where N is the 2d -bowl with tip 0 € Ny
that translates in negative cos(¢)e; + sin(¢)e, direction with speed 1/+/2.
Here, the tip point in direction ¢ is given by
(1-35) p¢ = (R(p,s)cosg, R(p,s)sing,0,0),
where the radius in direction ¢ can be expressed as
(1-36) R(p.s) = |s|"*sup{y = 0: v(y. p. ~log(~s)) > O}.
“For the detailed recentering argument, please see Section 5.2.
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To prove Theorem 1.9 (uniform sharp asymptotics), we first establish the uniform sharp asymptotics under
the a priori assumption of so-called strong «-quadraticity, and then justify this assumption by applying
quantitative Merle—Zaag type arguments to the spectral ODEs originating from [Du and Haslhofer 2024].

In Section 3, we prove a quadratic almost concavity estimate. As discussed above, the maximum principle
for (v?) yy completely breaks down in our setting, due to all the angular terms. Here, we instead establish
a novel matrix estimate, which implies quadratic almost concavity in the radial direction as a corollary. To

2

this end, we view v? as an intrinsic time-dependent quantity on S3. Specifically, denoting the parametrized

renormalized mean curvature flow by I*_}: S3 > R4, so that M = Ft (S 3 ), we set

(1-37) q(p.7) = (Fe(p)-o(F:(p))*.

where w denotes the vector field in R* defined by

X3 X4
1'38 E) ) ) :: 07 07 ’ *
( ) w(x1,X2,X3,X4) ( (x§+xz)1/2 (x§+x2)1/2)
Writing g;; = a,f, - 0j F, for the induced metric, and V for its Levi-Civita connection, we prove the
following Hessian estimate:

Theorem 1.10 (quadratic almost concavity) There exist constants ¥ > 0 and 14 > —oo with the
following significance. If M is k-quadratic at time Ty < T«, then for all T < ty we have

_ 3/2
(1-39) Vi(X,X) < (W) 2(X, X)

forall X 1 0y.

In order to show the above theorem, for any § > 0 we consider the tensor

1 3/2
=5 _

We first observe that in the parabolic region and in the soliton region we have A(X, X)) < 0 for all
0 # X L 0y. The major computational step is then to show, using the maximum principle, that if
A(X, X) <0 forall X L 0y initially, then it stays so for later times as well. Finally, we let § — 0, at the
same time ensuring that ¥ and 74 do not depend on &, to conclude our goal.

Let us try to convey some intuition for how to come up with the appropriate tensor for applying the
maximum principle. As a first attempt, one might try to work with the tensor ﬁizjq. However, then one
runs into problems showing negativity in the soliton region and at the initial time. To remedy this one
might then try to subtract 6g;;. However, as § becomes smaller this only enforces the negativity in the
soliton region further and further back in time. To overcome this problem, the tricky part is to find a
suitable perturbation that satisfies all of the following three competing properties:

(i) it yields negativity in the soliton region uniformly as § — 0,
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(i1) it is small enough so that it still implies the corollary discussed below, and

(iii) it has a good evolution equation so that the maximum principle still applies.
It turns out that subtracting (|r|q)_3/ 2g; j accomplishes (i), (ii) and (iii).?

Let us also point out that Hamilton’s tensor maximum principle from [Hamilton 1986] is not directly
applicable in our setting, since the vector field dy is not parallel. However, fortunately we are able to
absorb the extra error terms originating from Vg 7 0 into our good reaction term.

As a very important corollary we obtain the following estimate in the collar region, which is crucial for
connecting the bubble-sheet behavior in the cylindrical region and the translator behavior in the soliton
region:

Corollary 1.11 (almost Gaussian collar) For every ¢ > 0, there exist constants k > 0, T4 > —00, L < 00
and 6 > 0, with the following significance. If M is k-quadratic at time tg < T«, then for all T < 7y we
have

(1-41) |y(v2)y + 4| <& in the collar region X = { <v< 29}.

7]
Indeed, we will see that the corollary is a consequence of the almost monotonicity of y - (v?) y(¥, 9, 7)
that follows from Theorem 1.10 (quadratic almost concavity) together with the behavior of (v?) y at the
boundaries of the collar region ¥ that follows from Theorem 1.9 (uniform sharp asymptotics).

In Section 4, we upgrade the uniform sharp asymptotics to the following spectral uniqueness result:
Theorem 1.12 (spectral uniqueness) There exist k > 0 and t, > —oo with the following significance.

If M = {M]'} and M?> = {M}} are bubble-sheet ovals in R* that are k-quadratic at time ty, where
To =< T4, and if their truncated renormalized profile functions v% and v% satisfy the spectral condition

(1-42) Pov(To) = Povi(To).
then
(1-43) M= M2,

The proof is based on energy estimates in carefully chosen weighted norms. We of course need to establish
such estimates in both regions: the cylindrical region ‘€ defined in (1-24) and the tip region J defined in
(1-25).

For these energy estimates, in addition to the Gaussian L2-norm || |5, we also need the Gaussian H !-norm

1 1/2
(1-44) 1 f o = ( / (f2 2 ?f(,f)e‘yz/“y dy dy) ,

3Here, we work with the exponent %, since to easily get the right sign in the parabolic region it helps to have an exponent less
than 2, and to establish the corollary via integrating the corresponding ODE in radial direction we need an exponent bigger
than 1.
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and its dual norm || - ||*. Moreover, for time-dependent functions this induces the parabolic norms

c 1/2
(145) 1l = sup( | lllf(-,o)lléda) ,

<79

where ¥ = ¥, © or ©*. Furthermore, in the tip region we work with the norm

1 T 20 p2w 1/2
(1-46) | Fll2,00 := sup T(f / / F?et dgodvda) ,
<70 |‘C| / 7—1J0 0

where = (v, @, 0) is a carefully chosen weight function. Roughly speaking, this weight function
nicely interpolates between the Gaussian weight in the cylindrical region and a certain natural weight
defined in terms of R x 2d-bowl, which describes the behavior of our solution in the tip region, in the

appropriate scale. More precisely, we arrange that
(1-47) w,p,0)= —%Yl (v,<,o,c7)2 for v > %«9,

1+ Ypgy(v,0)?

(1-48) Mo (v, @.0) = for v < g6,

where Y] is the inverse profile function of v, and Yp is defined in terms of the profile function of the
2d-bowl in the appropriate scale. Corollary 1.11 (almost Gaussian collar) is crucial to ensure that our
weight function p has the properties that are needed to establish a weighted Poincaré inequality.

In the cylindrical region, we then consider the difference function

(1-49) Wi 1= Vg — Vg,

and prove that for every & > 0 there exist ¥ > 0 and 74 > —o0, such that if (' and M? are k-quadratic at
time 7y < Tx, then

(1-50) [we —powellD,00 = e(llwellD,00 + 1w 1¢a/2<0, <63 ll3,00)-

In the tip region, we work with the difference function

(1-51) W:=Y,-Y,,

where Y; (-, ¢, 7) is defined as inverse function of v; (-, ¢, t) as in (1-20). Furthermore, we consider the
truncated function

(1-52) Wy = xg W.

where xg is a suitable cutoff function that localizes in the tip region. We prove that for every € > 0 there
exist k > 0 and 74 > —o0, such that if M' and M? are k-quadratic at time 7o < 74, then

(1-53) [W7ll2,00 < ellW lig<v<261 12,00

In particular, to be able to absorb all the extra terms coming from the angular derivatives into the good term
from our weighted Poincaré inequality, we have to establish quite sharp a priori estimates in the tip region.

Finally, we combine the energy estimates (1-50) and (1-53), taking also into account the equivalence of
norms in the transition region thanks to (1-47), to conclude that wg = 0 and Wg = 0, hence M= M3
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In Section 5, we argue how to go from spectral uniqueness to the classification result. To this end, we
have to deal with the spectral conditions

(1-54) Pov(t0) = Pov(to) and P (v (ro) = v2) =0.
The bulk of our argument for this takes place in terms of the class ${°, which has the advantage that
we have Z%—symmetry a priori, and general bubble-sheet ovals will only enter towards the end of our

argument. Specifically, thanks to the Z%—symmetry, for any Jl € «4° we automatically have orthogonality
with respect to the eigenfunctions y cos ¢, y sin g and 2 sin(2¢).

To deal with the orthogonality relations with respect to the eigenfunctions 1 and y? — 4 we consider the
transformed flow

(1-55) MPY =4 M=y 1 p)},

and find parameters B, y such that the truncated renormalized profile functions of MBY satisfies

24
(1'56) <1, ’U(g’y(‘[o) — \/§>% = O and <y2 _4’ v(g:y(fo) + y > — O
VB8ltol [

We recall that all prior related orthogonality arguments in the literature (see eg [Angenent et al. 2020;
Du and Haslhofer 2021]) were based on degree theory, which only gives existence and no uniqueness,
hence no continuous dependence. In contrast, here we prove a novel Jacobian estimate, which ensures
that locally under the x-quadraticity assumption we can find canonical parameters f, y that depend
continuously on Jl. Specifically, we consider the map

2 _
(1-57) W, (b.T) = ((1, v!Z”’(r)—ﬁ)%,<y2—4,v!§”’(z) I 4> )
V8| 5
where
(1-58) B=eT(1+b)?*—-1) and y =1 +2In(1+b),
and prove:

Proposition 1.13 (Jacobian estimate) There exist constants k > 0 and t« > —oo with the following
significance. If M is k-quadratic at time Ty < T«, then the Jacobi matrix of W satisfies

(1-59) det(JY (b, T)) >0

forall T <ty and all (b,T') with |t|?h% +T'? < 100«>.

It is clear that the above proposition ensures the existence of parameters 8, y so that both orthogonality
conditions (1-56) hold. In order to deal with the remaining sixth orthogonality condition, we consider the
spectral width ratio map®

(vg (v0), * cos® g — 2)y

(v(z9), y2sin® @ —2)5

(1-60) R(M) =

The spectral width ratio compares the amount of inwards quadratic bending in y; -direction and y,-direction at time 7y, and
thus — at least heuristically — is related to the more intuitive geometric width ratio max |y, |/max |y | of the oval at time .
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and prove:

Theorem 1.14 (existence with prescribed spectral width ratio) There exist constants k > 0, § > 0, and
T4 > —oo with the following significance. For every o < 74 and every r € [(1 +8|to|™") ™!, 1 + 8|70 7',
there exists a bubble-sheet oval J that is k -quadratic at time 7, that satisfies (1-56) and

(1-61) R(M) = 7,

and that up to transformation belongs to the class s4°.

To prove this theorem we use a continuity argument in the ellipsoidal parameter a from the construction
of the class #{°. The continuous dependence of 8 and y on JM, which follows from Proposition 1.13
(Jacobian estimate), is crucial for this step. Moreover, since no Rado-type argument is available in our
setting, we have to set up the continuity argument in a more involved way than in [Choi et al. 2023],
making use in particular of the Z%—symmetry.

On the other hand, given any bubble-sheet oval .Il!, via a more standard argument based on degree theory
and basic linear algebra, we can arrange that

(vg(t0), ¥* 5in(2¢))5 = 0,

y2

—4
<v%(‘60) + m, y2 —4>% = Oa
0

such that ' is k-quadratic at time 7o, in particular

(1-63) p+(vé(0) — v2) = 0.

(1-62)

Thanks to Theorem 1.14 (existence with prescribed spectral width ratio) we can then find a bubble-sheet
oval M2 that is obtained as suitable transformation of an element of the class $4°, such that

(1-64) RMY) = R(M?).

Finally, applying Section 4 (spectral uniqueness) we can then complete the proof of Theorem 1.3
(classification of bubble-sheet ovals).
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2 Uniform sharp asymptotics

In this section, we establish uniform sharp asymptotics for our bubble-sheet ovals. Our scheme of proof,
similarly to the one for translators from [Choi et al. 2023, Section 3], is to first derive uniform sharp
asymptotics under a stronger a priori assumption, called strong k-quadraticity, and then to use quantitative
Merle—Zaag type arguments to justify this a priori assumption.

Throughout this section Il = {M,} denotes a bubble-sheet oval in R* (see Definition 1.2), where by
[Du and Haslhofer 2024, Theorem 1.4] we can always assume that we have SO(2)-symmetry in the
x3Xx4-plane centered at the origin. Since the tangent flow at —oo is given by (1-1), for t — —oo the
renormalized flow

(2-1 M;=e"?M_p—

converges smoothly on compact subsets to the static bubble-sheet

(2-2) I:=R2xS'(V2).

We denote points in R? by

(2-3) Yy =1, y2) =(ycosg,ysing), where y =y

Let Q; be the set of points y € R? such that (y,r cos®,rsin®) € M, for some r > 0, and define
u(y, 1), where y € Qq, by

(2-4) (y,(«/E-i-u(y,r))cosz?,(x/z—l—u(y,r))sinz?)eZWT.
Note that the graphical function u and the profile function v are related by
(2-5) v(y,@,17) = \/§+u(ycos<p,ysin<p,r).

Since M ; evolves by renormalized mean curvature flow, u satisfies

uy,-“yj 1 «/§+u 1
2-6 = (68— —Luy., — Lyiu,, + — ,
( ) i (U 1 |D”|2)uylyj 2)’1“)1, 2 ﬁ—i—u

where the summation convention is used over all indices i, j € {1, 2}. Furthermore, fixing a smooth

cutoff function with x(s) =1 for s <1 and x(s) = 0 for s > 2, we often consider the truncated graphical

function

~ _ 1yl
(2-7) uy.o)=u@y.ox| == )

p(7)
where p(7) is any admissible graphical radius, ie
(2-8) lim p(r) =00, where —p(r) < p'(x) <0,
T—>—00

(2'9) ||l/l( ) T)||C4(Fﬂsz(T)(0)) = /0(7:)_2'
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Finally, we recall that our Gaussian inner product is given by the formula

_ 2
(2-10) <f’g>%:/Rz fWge ¥ ay,
and that there is the well-known weighted Poincaré inequality

(2-11) I+ 1y D fllse = CULS Nlse + 11DS llse)-

Indeed, by approximation it is enough to check this for smooth compactly supported functions /', and for
such functions this follows by computing

(2-12) / Ly r2—2f2)e PFlAay = / D(f2)-ye PP 4ay
R2 R2

_lv|2
E/Rz(%lylszMIDflz)e iy,

2.1 Uniform sharp asymptotics assuming strong « -quadraticity

In this subsection, we establish uniform sharp asymptotics under the following a priori assumption:

Definition 2.1 (strong k-quadraticity [Choi et al. 2023, Definition 3.7]) We say that a bubble-sheet
oval Jt in R* (with coordinates chosen as above) is strongly k -quadratic from time to if
@ p(r) = |r|1/ 10 is an admissible graphical radius for T < ¢, and
(ii) the truncated graphical function #(-,7) = u(-,7)x(]-|/p(z)) satisfies
ly]> -4
V3|

We will now upgrade the sharp asymptotics from [Du and Haslhofer 2024, Theorem 1.4] to uniform sharp
7

K
< — for v < 1.

(2-13)
% k1

u(y,r)+

asymptotics for families of strongly xk-quadratic solutions.

Proposition 2.2 (parabolic region) For every ¢ > 0, there exists k > 0 and 74« > —o0, such that if M is
strongly k -quadratic from time ty < T«, then for every © < 1y we have:

> —4|_ e
(2-14) sup |u(y,t)+ <—.
yl<e! V8lt| | Il

Proof For ease of notation, let us abbreviate
2
ly|°—4
V87|
"The reader might wonder whether deriving sharp asymptotics twice is inefficient. However, we first needed the nonuniform

asymptotics in [Du and Haslhofer 2024] to prove SO(2)-symmetry. Having established the symmetry, we can now upgrade the
estimates to uniform estimates.

(2-15) D(y,t):=u(y, )+
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By the strong x-quadraticity assumption, for all ¢ < ty we have

(2-16) 1D+, 7) 9 < %

Moreover, since p(t) = | 7| 1710 for any sufficiently negative t we have

(2-17) a(y.t)=u(y,r) for |y|<2¢ L.

Hence, using (2-6) and (2-9) we can find constants C = C(g) < 0o and t«(g) > —oo such that
C

(2-18) H@(- ) T)HWM(B(o,e—l)) = m

holds for all T < 7¢, provided 19 < 74(¢). Applying Agmon’s inequality with (2-16) and (2-18), we
conclude that for all T < 7y < 74(&) we have

e
(2-19) sup [D(p. 1) = —.
ylse! 7|
provided k = k(¢) is sufficiently small. Remembering (2-17), this proves the proposition. O

Next, to capture the intermediate region we consider the function
(2-20) v(z,@,7) = v(|‘l,'|1/22,(p, 7),
where v is the renormalized profile function; see equation (2-5).

Proposition 2.3 (intermediate region) For every ¢ > 0, there exists k > 0 and t« > —oo such that if M
is strongly k -quadratic from time 1y < T, then for every angle ¢ and every time t < ty we have
(2-21) sup |v(z, 9, 1) —V2—z2|<e.

z=< ﬁ—s
Proof Using the same barrier argument as in [Du and Haslhofer 2024, Proof of Proposition 6.3], our
uniform sharp asymptotics from Proposition 2.2 (parabolic region) can be promoted to a uniform sharp
lower bound in the intermediate region, yielding
(2-22) inf (v(z,p,7)—V2—2z%2)>—¢

z=A/2—¢

for all ¢ and all T < 7y < 74, provided k > 0 is sufficiently small and t is sufficiently negative.

To establish the matching upper bound, note that by the evolution equation (2-6) and by convexity the
profile function v = v(y, ¢, t) satisfies

(2-23) vy < —% + %(v —yuy).
Hence, given any angle ¢, the function

(2-24) w?(y, 1) i=v(y, ¢, 1) =2
satisfies

(2-25) w? <w? - %yw‘y".

Geometry & Topology, Volume 29 (2025)



Classification of bubble-sheet ovals in R* 951

Moreover, by Proposition 2.2 (parabolic region), given any A < 0o, there are «+(A4) > 0 and 74«(A) > —oo0,
such that if the bubble-sheet oval is strongly k-quadratic from time 7y < 74, where 0 < k¥ =< k4, then

(2-26) w?(y.70) <|t| M@=y + A7 !

holds for all y < A. Using this, we can integrate (2-25) along characteristic curves, similarly as in [Du
and Haslhofer 2024, Proof of Proposition 6.3], to conclude that

(2-27) sup (V(z,p,7)—V2—-2z%)<¢

z=/2—¢
for all ¢ and all T < 1y < 14, provided « is sufficiently small and 7, is sufficiently negative. This finishes
the proof of the proposition. a

In the tip region, instead of with the polar angle ¢, we will first work with the outward unit normal angle ¢,
which is more suitable for applying Hamilton’s Harnack inequality. Specifically, given any angle ¢,
denote by pg’ € M the point that maximizes (p, cos(¢)e; + sin(¢)e,) among all p € My, and set

(2-28) MPS = () - (My 520 — D),

where

(2-29) A(s) = V|s| ' log]s|.

Proposition 2.4 (tip region in terms of normal angle) For every ¢ > 0, there exist k > 0 and 7, > —00
with the following significance. If M is strongly k-quadratic from time ty < 74, then for every angle ¢ and
every s < —e~ ' the flow ]\2;}” is e-close in CL1/] in B,—1(0)x (—e%,e72) to N; xR, where Ny is the
2d-bowl with tip 0 € Ny that translates in negative cos(¢)eq + sin(¢)e, direction with speed 1/+/2.

Proof Suppose towards a contradiction that for some & > 0 there are bubble-sheet ovals .’ that are
strongly «;-quadratic from time t;, where x; — 0 and t; — —o0, but such that for some s5; < —e™ %
the flows M,’ = M,O’si are not e-close in CL1/¢! in B,-1(0) x (—e72,672) to N; x R. (Here, suitably
rotating coordinates we arranged that ¢ = 0 and in particular denoted by N; the 2d-bowl with tip 0 € Ny

that translates in negative e; direction with speed 1/+/2.)

Now, for s <s; denote by pé eM s’ the unique point where max ¢ psi (p,eq) is attained, and consider the
function

(2-30) di(s) = (p§.e1).
By Proposition 2.3 (intermediate region) and convexity we have

di(s) _1' _0

v 2|s|log]s|

(2-31) lim sup

=00 g<s;
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Note that by our definition of d; we have

(2-32) di(s) = —H(py).
Together with Hamilton’s Harnack inequality [1995] this yields
H(p}) 1

lim = .
i—>o00 )\.(Si) \/5

Hence, arguing similarly as in [Du and Haslhofer 2024, Proof of Proposition 6.6] we see that the

(2-33)

sequence M ,’ converges to N; x R. For i large enough this contradicts our assumption that the flows M ;
are not e-close to Ny x R, and thus proves the proposition. O
To reformulate the result in terms of the polar angle ¢, let

(2-34) p? = (R(p,s)cosg, R(p,s)sing,0,0),

where the radius in direction ¢ can be expressed as

(2-35) R(p,s) = |s|"/* sup{y = 0: v(y, ¢, —log(—s)) > 0},

and consider the flow

(2-36) MP* = 1(s) - (My g2 — PE).

Corollary 2.5 (tip region in terms of polar angle) For every € > 0, there exist k > 0 and t4« > —o0 with
the following significance. If M is strongly k-quadratic from time 19 < T4, then for every angle ¢ and

every s < —e” ™ the flow M’;"’s is e-close in CL1/¢l ip B,-1(0) x (—e72,672%) to N; x R, where N; is

the 2d -bowl with tip 0 € Ny that translates in negative cos(p)e; + sin(p)e, direction with speed 1/+/2.

Proof First observe the following derivative bound for convex polar curves in the plane: If r = r(¢)
represents a closed convex polar curve in R? and

(2-37) max |r(¢)—1| <6,
@
then
(2-38) max |7y | < &(8),
@

where £(§) — 0 as § — 0. Indeed, denoting by v the outward unit normal, we have
(2-39) (rcosg,rsing)-v=r(l+ (rq,/r)z)_l/2 >1-4,

since for a closed convex polar curve the minimum of the support function cannot be less than the radius
lower bound. This gives the estimate

2
(2-40) max re<(+ 5)2[(%) - 1}.
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Now, in our setting thanks to Proposition 2.3 (intermediate region) and convexity, given any 6 > 0, by
choosing « small enough and 7, negative enough, we can arrange that

R(p,
(2-41) _Res | <5
V2|s|log |s|
This yields
(2-42) sup [ Ry (¢, s)| < &(8)v/2|s|log |s],
@

and consequently the outward unit normal angle ¢ and the polar angle ¢ differ by an arbitrarily small
amount (mod 2r). Hence, the corollary follows from Proposition 2.4 (tip region in terms of normal
angle). |

2.2 From k-quadraticity to strong «-quadraticity

In this subsection, we upgrade k-quadraticity (Definition 1.8) to strong x-quadraticity (Definition 2.1). We
will use a quantitative Merle—Zaag type argument similarly as in [Choi et al. 2023, Section 3.4]. However,
while in [Choi et al. 2023] the dominant term was captured by a single bending coefficient, in our setting
we have to analyze a more complicated system of spectral ODEs; see [Du and Haslhofer 2024].

Lemma 2.6 (initial graphical radius) There exists some universal number y > 0 with the following
significance. For every k > 0 sufficiently small, there exists a constant T4« > —o00, such that if a bubble-
sheet oval in R* is k -quadratic at time to < T4, then p(t) = |t|¥ is an admissible graphical radius function
for © < 1y, namely (2-8) and (2-9) hold for t < 1.

Proof This follows from the Lojasiewicz—Simon inequality [Colding and Minicozzi 2015] and condition
(1-34), arguing similarly as in [Du and Haslhofer 2024, Proof of Proposition 2.5]. a

Now, given a bubble-sheet oval in R* that is k-quadratic at time 7y < T4, by Lemma 2.6 (initial graphical
radius) we can work with the truncated graphical function

(2-43) L’Z(~,r)=u(-,t)x(u).
|T|¥
Consider
(2-44) Uo(t) := lIpoii(-. D)% and Ux(r) :=[[p£ii(-. 7)||5.

where po and p4 are the orthogonal projections to %, and 4 respectively. Then, by [Du and Haslhofer
2024, equation (2.24)] we have the differential inequalities

Uy > Uy —Colt| Y (Uy + Uo + U-),
(2-45) |Uo| < Colt|Y (Uy + Uy + U-),
U- < —U_+Colt| " (Ut + Uy + U-),

for t < 19, where Cy < 0o is a numerical constant.
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The following two results are closely related to the recent improved estimates from [Du and Haslhofer
2023], but with some changes to incorporate «-quadraticity.

Lemma 2.7 (quantitative Merle—Zaag type estimate) For every « > 0 sufficiently small, there exists a
constant t, > —o0, such that if a bubble-sheet oval in R* is Kk -quadratic at time tg < T«, then for T < 7y

we have the estimate
/

(2-46) Up(t)+U-(7) <

< |T|),U0(T),

where C’ < oo is a numerical constant.

Proof Let A(t) = Cy|t|7. Possibly after decreasing tx, we may assume that A < 11—0 and A < 11_0)‘ for
all T < 4. We will first show that

(2-47) U_ <20(Uy+ Uy).

Indeed, if at some time T < 7 the quantity f := U_ —2A(U4+ + Uy) was positive, then at this time we
would have

(2-48) f=-U-+r( +4x)(1 + i)U_—zx(U+ + Up) <0,

which would imply that f(tr) > f(7) > 0 for all T < T, contradicting lim;—_ f(t) = 0. This
proves (2-47). To conclude the proof we will show that

(2-49) Uy < 8AUj.

Indeed, using Definition 1.8 (k-quadratic), in particular the centering condition p v¢ (7o) = 0 from (1-34),
we see that (2-49) holds at T = 1y, provided k is small enough and t« is negative enough. Now, if the
inequality (2-49) failed at some time less than tg, then at the largest time T < 7o where it failed we would
have Ut = 8AUj. Together with (2-45) and (2-47) this would imply
(2-50) % (8AUo—Us) < A8k + 1)(Us + U + U_) — Uy +8iU,

<AL+ 1)(8A 4+ 1 4+ 2A(1 + 81))Uy — 8(A—A) Uy

< —(A—81)U, <0,

contradicting the definition of 7. This finishes the proof of the lemma. O

Now, as in [Du and Haslhofer 2024, Section 3.1], we consider the spectral coefficients
(il\( s T)v WJ>%

(2-51) i(1) =
Wt 1712,

with respect to the neutral eigenfunctions
(2-52) Yi1=y{=2 V2=y;-2. V¥3=2y1)n
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It has been shown in [Du and Haslhofer 2024, Proposition 3.1] that the spectral coefficients & = (a1, a2, @3)
satisfy the ODE system
dy = —8(a? +a2)+ Ey,
(2-53) dr = —V8(a? +a2)+ Ey,
@3 = —/8(a1 + @2)a3 + E3,
where the error terms satisfy
(2-54) |Ej(0)] = o(ja(o)|* +[z[7'*).

Here, we improve the error estimate as follows:
Proposition 2.8 (improved error estimate for spectral ODEs) For any sufficiently small k > 0, there

exists a constant Ty« > —oo, such that if a bubble-sheet oval in R* is k -quadratic at time ty < T«, then for
. - 2 . .
all T < 7o with |a(7)| > eI’ the error terms in (2-53) can be estimated by

(7))
(2-55) |Ei(v)|<C o
Proof Consider the remainder
3
(2-56) wi=a-Y Y.
j=1

Inspecting the proof of [Du and Haslhofer 2024, Proposition 3.1], and dropping the terms that vanish

thanks to the SO(2)-symmetry, we see that it is enough to show that for all T < 7o with |a(7)| > e e
we have
3 -
Cla(o)[?
. . 2 ek S
(2-57) D lei (@ Wik w©)sel + {w (@), Ya )l < Bz

i=1

To this end, note first that by Lemma 2.7 (quantitative Merle—Zaag type estimate) we can estimate

o)
(2'58) ”w(r)”%fch_ly/z’
In particular, this implies
3 -
& ()?
(2-59) 2l ive w(@)ul = €

i=1

Moreover, by the weighted Poincaré inequality (2-11) we can estimate
(2-60) [(w?. i)l < Cllwl + V).

Next, to estimate the gradient term, note that thanks SO(2)-symmetry the evolution expansion from [Du
and Haslhofer 2024, Proposition 2.8] simplifies to

1 ~ ~ C oy
2—61 a —g 7l = ——Az d E < _— |77 2 |T| /5'
(2-61) (0 —L)u 7" +E and [|E(7)[s = |r|y||u(f)||%+e
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Considering the projection # to the orthogonal complement of ¢, yields

1 ~

(2-62) (0, —Fw=g and g:=P+ (—%ﬁz + E)
Remembering (2-9) and (2-58) we can estimate

c cle@!
(2-63) 1) N5 = — 17 ()l < ,

lz|” Ifl”
and, since projections do not increase the norm, this implies
(2-64) e

Now, given any T < 79 — 1, by [Du and Haslhofer 2024, equation (3.16)] for T € [7, T + 1] we have

(2-65) d / (t =) |Vw[? + Le™ T w?)e 0"/ < fg o974,

Hence, together with (2-58) and (2-64) for all T < 7y we get

yd /
(2-66) V(@) < € MXwele=tad WL —qepys)
|f|)’/2
Finally, by the Merle-Zaag ODEs (2-45), for t sufficiently negative we get
(2-67) max |a(t))|* < 2la(0)|>.
t/e[t—1,1]
This shows that for all T < 7o with |a(7)| > e‘"'w2 we have
ot (7))
- <
(2-68) IVw@lh = €0
Combining the above facts, we conclude that (2-57) holds. This proves the proposition. O

With the above ingredients, we can now prove the main result in this subsection:

Theorem 2.9 (strong x-quadraticity) For every k > 0, there exist k¥’ > 0 and t4« > —o0, such that if a
bubble-sheet oval in R* is k’-quadratic at some time Ty < T, then it is strongly k -quadratic from time Ty.

Proof As above, denoting by u(-,7) = u(-,7)x(|-|/|z|”) the truncated graphical function of the
bubble-sheet oval, we consider the expansion coefficients
(Z”Z( ’ 'L'), W)%
(2-69) aj(r) = ——L=.
1 113

Recall that they satisfy the ODE system
@ =—8(a?+a2)+ Ey,
(2-70) @2 = —/8(a2 +a2) + Es,
b3 = —/8(ay + az)az + E3,
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where by Proposition 2.8 (improved error estimate for spectral ODEs) for all T < 7o with |a@ ()| > e~ ltP”?
the error terms can be estimated by
Cla(o)?

2-71) 0= =57

’

provided the bubble-sheet oval under consideration is k’-quadratic at time 7y < 7«, with «’ sufficiently
small and 4 sufficiently negative.

To analyze these ODEs, similarly as in [Du and Haslhofer 2024, Section 3.2], we consider
(2-72) S:=a;+a, and D::alaz—ag.

Using (2-70) and (2-71), a direct computation yields

S = — 2_2D)+F
2-73) {S V8(S )+ Fy,

D=—-J8SD+ F;,
with the error estimate

CS(x)? C|S()I’

(2-74) |F1(‘L’)| =< W and |F2(‘L')| = W
for all T € (11, to], where
(2-75) 71 = inf{t’ < 19 :100|S(7)| > |a(r)| > e forall ¢ e [, To]}.

Observe that since our bubble-sheet oval is x’-quadratic at time 7y, we have
1 1 Ck’
=—
V2| 8[70l?| " |zol?

and there is some § > 0 such that 7 < 7y — 6.

/

=

(2-76) ‘S(To) +

‘D(To) -

|70

To proceed, we change variables to

(2-77) (o) := (;3/?(:7(;2)5((;((2)))):11)’ where 1(0) = —e°.

Denoting the components by &; and &;, using (2-73) we see that
£1(0) = —3£1(0) + £2(0) — 267 (0) + V21(0)* F1 ((0)),
£(0) = —2£1(0) — 2£1(0)£2(0) 4 87(0)* F2(x(0)).
Moreover, if 7(0) € (11, o] then using (2-74) we can estimate
(2-79) 267 (0) + 2/&1(0)€2(0)| + V2[(0)* F1 (1(0))] + 8](0)* F2(7(0))]
< 4[E(0)2 + Ce™27" max{1, |t(0) S (x(0))*}.

Furthermore, observe that by basic linear algebra we have the implication

(2-78)

(2-80) (@) < 15 = 100|S(2(0))] = [6(z(0))] = e I7@,
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Hence, in the new variables we get

(2-81) £'(0) = A46(0) + N(0,£(0)) and [€(00)| = Ck',
with

(2-82) A= (:; (1))

and

(2-83) N(0.£(0)] < 4[£(0)|* + Ce™ 277

for all o € [0g, 01), where g = log(—1¢) and
(2-84) o1 :=sup{o’ > 09 :|£(0)| < 15 forall o €[00, 0']}.

Notice that the matrix A4 has eigenvalues —2 and —1, so £ = 0 is a stable limit point. More precisely,
given any ¢ > 0, we have

(2-85) E(0)] <¢

for all o € [0g,01), provided «” is small enough and o is large enough (here we also used that

/. :: ¢~27% do can be made arbitrarily small by choosing o large enough). In particular, by continuity

this implies 0y = 00, and hence t; = —o0. Translating back to our original variables, this shows that
| Ce 1 Ce
(2-86) 'S(r) + <-— and ‘D(r) -\ < —
V2|l T el 8I7|*| ™ |<|?

for all T < 7, provided «’ is small enough and 7 is negative enough. This shows that both eigenvalues
of the matrix

o87) (al(r) cw))

a3(7) az(7)
are Ce/|t|-close to 1/+/8||. Hence, choosing & = £(k) sufficiently small, we conclude that

2 2
N P+y2-4] k)2
a(y1, y2,7) + 22— \/§|er <

(2-88) < —
* ||

for all T < 1g.

Finally, having established (2-88), we can consider the quantity

1/2
(2-89) B(r):= sup( f ﬁ(yl,yz,r/)ze"y'z/“dy) ,
Rz

U<t
and argue similarly as in [Du and Haslhofer 2024, Section 2.2] to upgrade the initial graphical radius
o(t) = || to the improved graphical radius p(t) = |7|'/10 for T < 7y. Observing also that with this
new graphical radius (2-88) still holds with «/2 replaced by «, this concludes the proof of the theorem. 0O
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As a corollary of the proof we also obtain:

Corollary 2.10 (full rank) For every k > 0 small enough, there exists t, > —oo with the following
significance. Let Al be an ancient noncollapsed flow in R*, whose tangent flow at —oo is given by (1-1),
and suppose that M is SO(2)-symmetric in the x3x4-plane centered at the origin. If M is k-quadratic
(defined literally the same as in Definition 1.8) at some time Ty < Tx, then its fine bubble-sheet matrix Q
satisfies tk(Q) = 2.

Proof Indeed, this follows by inspecting the above proof of Theorem 2.9 (strong k-quadraticity). O
Together with the results from the previous subsection, we get:

Proof of Theorem 1.9 (uniform sharp asymptotics) This now follows from Proposition 2.2 (parabolic
region), Proposition 2.3 (intermediate region) and Corollary 2.5 (tip region in terms of polar angle), which
establish the uniform asymptotics under the a priori of strong k-quadraticity, together with Theorem 2.9
(strong x-quadraticity), which justifies this a priori assumption. |

To conclude this section, we note that as a consequence of Theorem 1.9 (uniform sharp asymptotics) we
obtain the following standard cylindrical estimate, which will be used frequently throughout the paper:

Corollary 2.11 (cylindrical estimate) For every € > 0, there exist L < oo, k > 0 and 74« > —o0 such
that if M is k -quadratic at time 1y < T«, then for all T < ty we have
i k+e—1_—k qk ot
(2-90) sup 1<]£_21e)<<10 |v Y o,05v] <e.
(. 0=L/VIel} " =FT0=
Proof Observe first that by Theorem 1.9 (uniform sharp asymptotics), for every €; > 0 there exist
L < 00, such that for T < 7y sufficiently negative we have
(2-91) sup 10yv]+  sup |y 'O <ey,
{w(-,0)=L1/VIzl} v(-,0)ze
since otherwise some tangent plane would enter the region enclosed by the oval, contradicting convexity.
To show that the angular derivative is small in the collar region as well, we work with the inverse profile
function Y defined by Y (v(y, ¢, 7), ¢, ) = y. Note that Y, v, = 1 and Y, vy + Y, = 0. Now, considering
the convex polar curves represented by r(¢) := (2|‘[|)_1/ 2Y (v, ¢, 7) for given v and 7, and arguing
similarly as in the proof of Corollary 2.5, we see that
(2_92) sup sup ‘Y(ﬂ(v’(paf)} <é |T|’
v=<20 ¢
provided 6 > 0 is chosen sufficiently small and t < 7y is sufficiently negative. Hence, both suprema in
(2-91) can be taken over {v(-,7) > L{/+/|tl|}.
Now, suppose towards a contradiction that for some & > 0 there are bubble-sheet ovals .U’ that are
Kkj-quadratic at time 7; o — —00, where k; — 0 and 7; 0 — —00, but such that for some 7; < 7; ¢ there are
y; and @; with

(2-93) vi (Vi 9i» Ti) V|| — 00,
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but
-1 =
(2-94) max |vik+e y k8§8£v,~|(y,~, ®i. Ti) = €.
1<k+£<10
Sett; =—e %, andlet p; e M tl, be points in the unrescaled flow corresponding to points with coordinates

(¥i, ¢i) in the renormalized flow M il, . By the noncollapsing property we have
¢

|t [vi (i, @i, Ti)

(2-95) H (pi.ti) >

for some ¢ > 0. Let M ,’ be the sequence of flows obtained from M ,’ by shifting (p;, ;) to the origin, and
parabolically rescaling by H(p;, ;). By the global convergence theorem [Haslhofer and Kleiner 2017,
Theorem 1.12] we can pass to a subsequential limit M .°. It follows from the first derivative estimate
from above, together with (2-93) and (2-95) that M - splits off 2 lines. Hence, M ~° must be a round
shrinking bubble-sheet. For i large enough this contradicts (2-94), and thus proves the corollary. O

3 Quadratic almost concavity

The goal of this section is to prove the quadratic almost concavity estimate and its corollary. Throughout
this section, it will be most convenient to work with the original flow M;. Thanks to the tangent flow
property (1-1) and the SO(2)-symmetry we can then parametrize our bubble-sheet ovals via

(3-1) (x1,x2,0) = (x1, X2, V(x1,x2,1) cos ¥, V(x1, x3,1) sin D).

In these (x1, X2, ¥)-coordinates the metric takes the form

1+sz1 Ve, Vs 0
(3-2) g=|VaVa, 1+V2E 0
0 0 1%

Hence, the inverse metric is
2
1+ Ve =V Vx, 0

(3-3) gl L VeV 14V 0
1+ |DV|? 0 1+|DV|?
V2
where
(3-4) IDV|*:=V2 + V2.

Furthermore, observing that the outward unit normal is
(—Vx;s —Vx,.cos ¥, sin )
Vv =

V1+ DV

(3-5)
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we see that the second fundamental form is given by

1 _VX1X1 _Vxle 0
(3-6) h=——=—= —Vxixa =Viax, 0

JI+IDVEE | 0

In particular, convexity of our hypersurfaces M; is now captured by the analytic condition that (x, x;) >
V(x1, X2, t) is concave and nonnegative.

Moreover, note that

Vi Va; 1
_ 2\1/2 L Xi 7 Xj _
(1+|DV]?) trgh—(SU 1+|DV|2)inxj =

which is of course consistent with the evolution equation (2-6) for the renormalized profile function.

Observing that

. |DV |?
3-7 VVI2 =g ViV = ———
throughout this section we will abbreviate
(3-8) n:=(+|DVH2 =1 - |VV|?)~1/2

Finally, throughout this section we will work in the region where V > L /|¢|/log |¢| (this will be justified
below in Proposition 3.8).

3.1 Intrinsic quantities and their evolution

Throughout this subsection, we will view the unrescaled profile function as an intrinsic time-dependent
quantity on S3. Specifically, denoting the parametrized mean curvature flow by F;: S3 — R*, so that
M; = F;(S?), we set

(3-9) V(p,t):= Fi(p)-o(Fr(p)),

where w denotes the vector field in R* defined by

(3-10) w(X1,X2,X3,X4) 1= (0»0» ) X32 1/2° (+2 X42 1/2)'
(x3 +x7) (x3 +x3)

To begin with, we observe that we can express the second fundamental form in term of the intrinsic
Hessian of the profile function:

Lemma 3.1 (second fundamental form) We have

(3-11) hij ==nV5V + 3V VoV, .

Proof We work in the (x1, x5, ¢)-coordinates. Using the standard formula for the Christoffel symbols,
(3-12) T,-kj = 1M igj0 + 35810 — 00817,
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and the equations (3-2) and (3-3), for 7, j, k € {1, 2} we get
Vi Vi x;
k _ Xk TXiXj k _ k _
(3-13) Fl] = m, Fi3 = 0, F33 =

Remembering the formula Vizj V =0;0;V— Fl.kj d; V this yields

—V Vi,
1+ |DV|?

Vx1x1 Vx1x2 0

(3-14) V2V =(1+|DVI) ™ | Vayxs Vaoxs O
0 0 |DV|?V
Together with (3-6) and (3-8) this implies the assertion. O

We will now compute the evolution equations of several intrinsic quantities. Throughout, we will briefly
denote by A = A, () the Laplace-Beltrami operator with respect to the metric g () induced by the
embedding F;.

Proposition 3.2 (evolution of profile function) The profile function V', considered as an intrinsic
quantity, satisfies the evolution equation
(3-15) 0 — ANV =-V"1

Proof Under the flow we have d;w(F;) = 0 due to the symmetry. Also, for functions f that depend
only on the angle ¥, we have A f = V=2 f;,5. Hence,

(3-16) 0 = Do (F) = o(F)V 2,

Together with the mean curvature flow equation d; Fy = A F; this yields

(3-17) (0 = D) (Fr-0(F7) = Fr-o(F)V ™2 =2g" 83 Fr - 0p0(F) =~V

This proves the proposition. a

We will now compute the evolution of the intrinsic Hessian Vl.zj 0O, where
(3-18) 0:=V?

denotes the square of the profile function from (3-9). As usual in tensor computations, we use the
extended summation convention, where indices are raised using the metric and summed over, eg h;ph i =

3 .
> omt hijg .

Proposition 3.3 (evolution of Hessian) The Hessian of the square of the profile function, viewed as an
intrinsic function, evolves by

(3-19) (3—A)VE0 =—07'V,O Vi VE0-07' V2 0V3 0+1072VOPPVEQ
+07H(ViQVk QY3 0+, 0V OVE 0)-0 7} [VO*V; 0V; 0
+2(hijhpg—highjp)Vy, Q_(Hhik_hiphpk)vjzk O—(Hhjg—hjphpr)Vi Q

+204ep Vichij Vp O—(hijhip—hiphji) 0~ Vi OV, 0.
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Proof Applying Proposition 3.2 (evolution of profile function) yields
(3-20) ¥ —A)Q=-307"VO|*-2.
Differentiating we get
(3-21) Vi@ —A)Q=—-07'V, OV 0+ 3072IVQI?Y; 0,
and differentiating again we obtain
(3-22) V(8 —A)Q=-07'V,OViV3 0 -0 VA0V 0+ 1072 VOIPVEQ
+ O (ViQVk OV} 0 + VOV OV 0) = 07|V OV, 0V, 0.
Hence, our main task is to compute the commutator of the heat operator and the Hessian.
In general, the time derivative of the Hessian of a function f equals
(3-23) 0i(V/) = V@0 ) — 0Tk S,

where the variation of the Christoffel symbols is given (see eg [Chow et al. 2006, Lemma 2.27]) by the

formula
(3-24) 8: Ty = 58 (Vi(drgje) + V; (0r8i0) — Ve(Br81)))-
Under mean curvature flow we have d;g;; = —2H h;;; together with the Codazzi equation V;hjx = V;h;y

this yields
(3-25) 0:(V}0)— Vi (0:0) = (HVihji —hijVicH + hi Vi H + hj Vi H) Vi Q.

On the other hand, thanks to the second Bianchi identity we have (see eg [Chow et al. 2006, equation (2.34)])
the general commutator formula

(3-26) V7 Af — AV} [ =2RipjqVpaf/ — Rik Vi f — Rix Vi f = (ViRjx + Vi Rix = Vi Rij) Vi /.

where R;jig is the Riemann tensor and R;x = R;pkp is the Ricci tensor. In our setting of hypersurfaces,
we in addition have the Gauss equation

(3-27) Rijke = hirhje—highjg.
and its trace
(3-28) Rix = Hhjg — hijhj.
In particular, together with the Codazzi equation this yields
(3-29)  ViRjx +VjRix —ViRij = (HVihjr —hijVi H +hiypViH + hj ViH) —2hy ,Vphij .
Combining the above formulas we infer that
(3-30) (3 —A)V;0 = V7 (0: — A)Q = 2hy, Vphij Vi Q + 2(hijhpg — highjp)V,, O
— (Hhig = hiphpi) V3 @ — (Hhji — hjphpi) V3 Q.
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Together with (3-22), where we rewrite the third derivative term using
(3-31) Viijk 0= VkV,-Zj O+ (hijhkp —hiphjr)VpQ,
this yields the assertion. |

To make the evolution equation more feasible for applying the maximum principle, we rewrite the Codazzi
term from the last line of (3-19) in terms of V:

Lemma 3.4 (Codazzi term) We have
(3-32) 2h1pVichijVp O = =20V Vip ViV O + Wi,
where
(3-33) Wij =4nVpVip (Vi VVEV + Vi VYLV + ViV V)
— 4V Vhp (P VVE VGV VEY = VGiij),
and Gy;;j = Gyj; is a 3-tensor that satisfies Gy XX/ =0forall X L dg.

Proof Using Lemma 3.1 (second fundamental form) we see that

(3-34) Vihij = =PV VR VVEV =V ViV + Gryj,

where

(3-35) Grij = Vic(MV)VidV; 9 + r]VV,-z?ijkz? + nVVizkﬁ‘ij?.

In particular, note that Gy;; X iXJ =0 whenever X L 3. Moreover, substituting O = V2 we see that
(3-36) ViVEQ =2V ViV + Vi VLV +ViVVLV + YV VYY),

Combining the above facts yields the assertion. m|

Given any § > 0, we now consider the tensor

(3-37) Aij =V50— (v +8)gij
where

o \32 X
3-38 = V3.
(3-38) v (1og(—r))

The tensor A;; will be used in the proof of Theorem 3.9 in the next subsection.

Corollary 3.5 (evolution of A-tensor) We have
(3-39) @r — D) Aij = —(Q7 Vi Q + 20V Vi) Vi Aij + Nij.

where

o 3 ) v? 1
(3-40) Nij = Nij +2(y +8)Hh;j — W[l —6|VV|>=2nVh(VV,VV) + 27(1 - m)}yg,-j,
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with y given by (3-38), and where
(3-41) Nyj=-07'VZ0V%0+102VOPPVE 0 + 07 (ViOVr OVE 0 + V; 0V, OVE 0)
— 073 |IVOPPViQV; 0 + Wij—(hijhkp — hiphjx) 7'V OV, 0
+ 2(hijhip — hiphji) Vi, @ + (hithip — hip H)V}, @ + (hjihip — hjp )V}, O,
with W;; given by (3-33).

Proof We have already seen in Proposition 3.3 (evolution of Hessian) and Lemma 3.4 (Codazzi term)
that

(3-42) 0 — A)VEQ = —(07'VQ + 21V, Vhp) Vi VE O + Nij.

where ]V,- j 1s given by (3-41). Next, observe that

—t )2 53 1
(43) @-2)0+8)) =248y + (1) @ (1 Y e

Moreover, using Proposition 3.2 (evolution of profile function) we get

(3-44) 0 — ANV 3 =3V"3(1-4|VV ).

Furthermore, we have

(3-45) (Q7'Vk O+ 20V Vhpp)Viy = =6V 2|VV |2y —6nV (VY VV)y.

Combining the above facts the assertion follows. |

3.2 Proof of the quadratic almost concavity estimate

We will now prove the quadratic almost concavity estimate and its corollary. Similarly as in the previous
subsection, we work with the tensor

(3-46) A=V?0 —¢g,

where Q = V2 is the square of the profile function viewed as an intrinsic function on S*, and where
(3-47) e=y+4.

Also recall that y denotes the function defined in (3-38), and § is an arbitrarily small positive constant.
We have seen in Corollary 3.5 (evolution of A-tensor) that A satisfies an evolution equation of the form

(3-48) (3 —A+Vz)A=N.

We will show that A(X, X) <0 for all X L dy is preserved along the flow. To this end, we will first
estimate the reaction term when evaluated on null eigenvectors of A, away from a certain region, then
check the sign in the region that has been excluded in the first step, and then conclude by adapting the
proof of Hamilton’s tensor maximum principle to our setting.
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Lemma 3.6 (null eigenvector) If X 1 dy is a null eigenvector of A, then we have the inequality
(3-49) 26| X > = 07! |Vx Q.

Furthermore, we have the identities®

(3-50) h(X, X) =0V~ 1 Q7 [Vx O —2¢|X|?),

(3-51) (X, VV) =gV (h(VV,VV) = tenV 1 (Q7'|VQ|* —2¢)) Vyx V.
Proof By the null eigenvector assumption we have

(3-52) VZQ(X,Y) =eg(X,Y)

for all Y. Substituting Q = V2, we thus get

(3-53) VIV(X.Y) =V (1e(X,Y) - Vx VVy V).

Since V2V (X, X) <0 thanks to the assumption X L 9y, this implies

(3-54) 2 X2 = |V VI

which yields (3-49). Moreover, using again the assumption X L dy, Lemma 3.1 (second fundamental
form) and (3-53) we compute

(3-55) h(X,X)=-nV2V(X,X)=—nV " (el X|* = |Vx V]?),
which yields (3-50). Finally, arguing similarly we compute
(3-56) R(X.VV) =n*V71 Y (36(X.ej) = Vx V'V, V) V2V (e, VV)
= 1en? VIVAV(X,VV) + gV R(VV, VV)Vy V,
(3-57) VEV(X,VV) =V (3e = |VV|*)Vx V.
This yields (3-51), and thus concludes the proof of the lemma. |

Proposition 3.7 (reaction term) For all ¢ > 0, there exist constants k > 0, T4 > —o0 and L < 0o, which
are all independent of the parameter 8, with the following significance. If M is k -quadratic at time tg < T,
then for all times t < —e™™ in the region {Lm <V <2t - L\/H/ log|t|} we have the
following. If X L dy is a null eigenvector of A, then

(3-38) NX.X)=-1(1-¢-2)072|Vx 012 (Q7 VO[> —2e).

Proof During the proof we will frequently use Lemma 3.6 (null eigenvector), which together with strict
convexity in particular implies that

(3-59) 07 ' \VO|*—2¢>0.

8Recall that throughout this section, 1 denotes the quantity defined in (3-8).
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We start by computing N (X, X), where N is from equation (3-41). To this end, note that
(3-60) 2(hijhkp — hiphji)gkp + (hikhip —hip H)gjp + (hjxhip —hjp H)gip = 0.
Together with the null eigenvector assumption this yields

(3-61)  (hikhip —hip H)V;,0 X' X7 + (hjihiy — hjp H)V}, 0 X' X7
= —2(hijhxp — hiphjr)egrp X X7 .
Also note that

(3-62) 2V;,0— 07V OV, 0 =4V VE, V.

Hence, using the null eigenvector assumption again we infer that

(3-63)  N(X.X)=—(07'|VOI*~26)(Q?[Vx O — 3607 [X ) + W(X. X) + B(X. X).
where

(3-64) B(X, X) = 2(hijhip — hiphji) QV Vi,V —egip) X X7

To estimate B, recalling the block-diagonal structure from the beginning of this section, we choose an
orthonormal basis e, €5, e3 for V2V such that

(3-65) V2V (ek.ep) = hSip.  glek.ep) =8kp. e1.e2 L dy.

Using such a basis we can express our quantity as
2
(3-66) B(X,X)= Z 2(h(X, X)h(eg.ex) —h(X, ek)z)(2ka —&)+2h(X, X)h(es,e3)(2V A3 —¢).
k=1

Now, since / is positive definite, we have the Cauchy—Schwarz inequality
(3-67) h(X,ex)> < h(X, X)h(ek, ex).

Together with the fact that A; < 0 and A, < 0, this shows that the term in the first line of (3-66) has the
good sign. To deal with the term in the second line, note that by (3-2), (3-6) and (3-8) we have

(3-68) h(es. e3) = g(0y.05) "' h(dy.09) ="'V,

and that using also (3-7) and (3-14) we get

(3-69) A3 =g(dy,09) V2V (dg,09) = |[VV]?V L.
Together with (3-50) this yields

(3-70) B(X.X) < 1(Q7'VOI* = 26)(Q7*|Vx QI =26 07| X ).
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Hence, remembering (3-63), we infer that
(3-71) N(X.X) = ¥(X. X) =—(Q7'|VOP ~26)(Q 2| Vx 0 — 307X %)
—(07IVOP? —26) (3072 Vx O1? + 307X |?)
=307 IVx 012 (07 IVOI* —2e).

Next, using (3-33) and the assumption X L dy we compute
(3-72) W(X.X) =4nhpgVpVVgVVEVX' XT 483V, Vhp,V;VV] VX' X/

— 4 VN Vhp Vi, VVgVVEVX XY
To write this in a more useful way, observe that since X3 = 0 and d3V = 0 the sums only run over
indices i, j, p.q.k € {1,2}. Hence, by Lemma 3.1 (second fundamental form) we can replace V2V by
—n~'h, yielding
(3-73)  W(X,X)=—4h(VV,VV)h(X,X)—8h*(X,VV)VxV —dnVh*(VV,VV)h(X, X).

Since 4 is positive definite, the first term and the third term have the good sign, and we can estimate the
second term using (3-51). This yields

(3-74) W(X, X) < 47°eQ*Vx Q12 (Q7[VQI* —2¢).
On the other hand, by (3-40) we have

2
(3-75) (N—N)(X,X)=2eHh(X, X)—%[1—6|VV|2—2th(VV,VV)+Z—I(1—10g(l_t))}y|X|2.

To estimate this, note that by Corollary 2.11 (cylindrical estimate) in the region {V > L./|¢|/log |t|}
we have

(3-76) |IDV|=0(1), H=(+01)V1,

where o(1) denotes terms that can be made arbitrarily small by choosing « > 0 small enough, 74 > —o0
negative enough, and L < oo large enough. Moreover, by Theorem 1.9 (sharp asymptotics) and convexity,
far away from the tip region we have a sharper gradient estimate, specifically

(3-77) sup |DV| <

C
V2/(-20)21/2} V—log(—1)’

where C < o is a uniform constant. Restricting to the region {L /|¢|/log |t| <V < /2|t|—L+/|t|/log |t|}
for L < oo sufficiently large, the second term on the right-hand side of (3-75) has the good sign. Therefore,

using the identities (3-49) and (3-50) and the estimate (3-76) we conclude that
(3-78) (N =N)(X, X) < ;(1+0(1) 07 [Vx Q> (7' |VQ[* —2¢).

Together with the estimates (3-71) and (3-74), taking into account again the fact that n = 1 + o(1) thanks
to (3-76), this proves the proposition. |
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Next, we check the sign in the excluded region:

Proposition 3.8 (sign in excluded region) For every L < oo there exist constants k > 0 and 74 > —00
with the following significance. If M is xk-quadratic at time ty < T4 then for all times t < —e™™ in
{V < L./|t|/1log]t|} and in {V > \/2|t| — L./|t|/log|t|}, we have V>Q(X,X) < yg(X, X) for all
X 1 dy.

Proof Unlike V(p,t), note that the quadratic profile Q(p, t) is a smooth function on the whole manifold
unless it is the singular time of the flow. Recall from [Angenent et al. 2020, Lemma 5.4] that the profile
function of the 2d-bowl is quadratically concave. Since V20 is a scale invariant quantity, applying
Theorem 1.9 (uniform sharp asymptotics) we thus infer that

(3-79) VZO(X. X) < AX|?

in{V < L./|t|/log|t|}, where A > 0 can be made arbitrarily small by choosing ¥ > 0 small enough and
T < —00 negative enough. On the other hand, inserting V' < L ./|t|/log |¢| in equation (3-38) we see that
(3-80) y g(X. X) = L73|X|%.

Suppose now V > /2|t| — L,/|t|/log|t|. Then by Theorem 1.9 (uniform sharp asymptotics) and
convexity we have®

(3-81) IVV] < m,

hence

(3-82) V2O(X.X) < —_|xP.
(log |£])?

On the other hand, inserting the rough bound V > ,/|¢| in the definition of y we get

1
3-83 X, X)> —| X%

This implies the assertion. a

We are now ready to present the proof of Theorem 1.10 (quadratic almost concavity), which we restate
here in terms of the unrescaled variables:

Theorem 3.9 (quadratic almost concavity) There exist constants k¥ > 0 and T4« > —oo with the following
significance. If M is k-quadratic at time Ty < tTx, then for all t < —e™ ™ we have

(3-84) VZO(X. X) <y g(X. X)

for all X | 0y, where y denotes the function defined in (3-38).

9One has to apply this twice, specifically first considering the tangent plane at any point with, say, renormalized radial coordinate
y =100 to show that {V > /2|¢t| — L+/|t|/log |t|} is contained in the parabolic region, and then again to get the gradient bound.
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Proof Letx >0, 74 > —00, and L < oo be the constants from Proposition 3.7 (reaction term), where
we choose ¢ sufficiently small, say { = ﬁ. Adjusting « and 14 we can arrange that the conclusion of

Proposition 3.8 (sign in excluded region) holds as well, and also that for all # < —e™ ™ we have y < ﬁ.

Suppose now that J is k-quadratic at time 1y < 74. Given any § € (0, 11W)’ we work with the tensor
(3-85) A=V20—(y+d)g.

By Proposition 3.8 (sign in excluded region) for all # < —e™™ in the region

(3-86) Er:={V < LV/|t]/logt[} U{V = v2[t| - L/|]/ log |t}

we have

(3-87) V2Q(X,X)<yg(X,X) forall X L dy.

)10
b

Moreover, by the derivative estimate from Corollary 2.11 (cylindrical estimate there exists some

Ts < —e ™™ such that for all ¢ < Ty the estimate
(3-88) AX,X)<0 forall 0# X 1 dy
holds at all points (here, by convention we set A(X, X') := —oo at points with V' = 0).

Suppose towards a contradiction that there is some time ¢ € (T, —e™ ] such that (3-88) fails, and let 7
be the first such time. Let p € S be a point where this happens. By the above, we have p ¢ E7. We now
choose a null eigenvector X € T3S ’n 814,- and extend it to a vector field around p as follows:

Claim 3.10 (extension) There exists an extension of X to a vector field X (p) in an open neighborhood
of p, say U, with the following properties:

() X LdyginU,
(i) Vo, X =(307'VxQ)dy inU,
(iii)) Vy X = 0 for any geodesics y in U with y(0) = p and y(0) L 0.

Proof Working in (xy, x,, ¥)-coordinates we can construct a vector field of the form
(3-89) X = X" (x1,x2)0x, + X?(x1.X2)0x,

by first parallel transporting in the (x{, x;)-plane along radial geodesics emanating from the point under
consideration, and then declaring that in this local formula for X is independent of ¥. Then, in a
neighborhood of p, the properties (i) and (iii) hold by construction, and moreover using (3-13) and
F;’j = V;/V for j € {1,2} we get (ii). This proves the claim. |

100ne can apply this for some «’ < «, since the inwards quadratic bending improves when one goes further back in time (as we
have seen in the proof of Theorem 2.9).
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Continuing the proof of the theorem, we consider the function

(3-90) f(p.1) := App(X(p), X ().
Then, by the second derivative test from calculus at (p, 7) we have
(3-91) 0: />0, Vf=0, Af=<0.
Moreover, recall that by Corollary 3.5 (evolution of A-tensor) we have
(3-92) (0r—A+Vz)A=N,

where Z is defined by (Z,Y) = Q7 'Vy Q + 2nh(VV,Y) for all Y. Using also the null eigenvector
assumption, at the point (p, 7) we thus get

(3-93) B —A=VZ2)f =N, X)=2Y AV, X, Ve, X) =4 Y (Ve A)(Ve, X, X),
k k

where eq, e;, e3 is any orthonormal basis at p. Now, thanks to Proposition 3.7 (reaction term) we have
the estimate

(3-94) NX.X)=-1(1-¢-2)072|Vx 012 (07 VO[> —2e).

On the other hand, using (3-7) and (3-14) we see that

(3-95) g(d9.09)7 A(@y.09) = 3(Q7'|VQI* - 2e).

Hence, applying Claim 3.10 (extension) we infer that

(3-96) 2 AV, X Ve, X) = =507 [Vx 01207V QP —2e).
k

Moreover, working in a frame {e}, e;, e3} that extends {e;, e, e3} to a neighborhood of p, the null
eigenvector condition implies

(3-97) Y Ve (A(Ve, X. X)) =D (Vg (Vg X. X) + Y A(Ve X, Vg, X).

k k k
and we infer that the left-hand side of (3-97) evaluated at p is independent of the choice of {¢;} and
its extension as a frame. Hence, for any three curves {yx}r—12,3 starting at p, if {y4(0)} forms an
orthonormal basis, then

(3-98) Y Ve (Ve X X) = 3| Ay (Trr X X (0).
k k

Choosing y; and y, to be unit-speed geodesics satisfying y;(0) L dy and y3 to be the integral curve
of V=19, by Claim 3.10 (extension), remembering also the block-diagonal structure of A, we infer that
for each k € {1,2, 3} the function 7 — A, +)(Vy, X, X (yk(?))) is identically zero. This yields

(3-99) —4) (Ve A)(Ve, X, X) = 3077 |Vx Q12(Q 7'V Q[* = 2¢).
k
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Finally, recall that thanks to Lemma 3.6 (null eigenvector) we have
(3-100) IVx Q12 (Q7'IVQI* —2¢) > 0.
Combining the above, we thus conclude that

(3-101) (0;—A=Vz)f <0

at (p, 1), which gives the desired contradiction with (3-91). Since § > 0 was arbitrary, this finishes the
proof of the theorem. a

Finally, we can now prove the crucial Corollary 1.11 (almost Gaussian collar), which we restate here for
convenience of the reader.

Corollary 3.11 (almost Gaussian collar) For every € > 0, there exist constants k > 0, T4 > —00, L < 00
and 6 > 0, with the following significance. If M is k -quadratic at time ty < T, then for all t < ty we have

(3-102) |y(v?)y +4| <& in the collar region H = {L/+/|t| < v <26}.

Proof To begin with, given any é§ > 0, using Theorem 1.9 (uniform sharp asymptotics) and convexity,
we see that for T < g in the region {v < 26}, provided 6 = 6(4) is small enough, we have
(3-103) 2l7|(1=6) < y? <2|z|(1+6)

for any Jl that is ¥ = «(§)-quadratic from time 7y < t4(6). Moreover, Theorem 1.9 (uniform sharp
asymptotics) and convexity also yield

(3-104) (00,)lymz0 = %(1 —5),

2 _
(3-105) (Wvy) 2|y ] = H(I+CL b,

for L large enough, possibly after decreasing x and t«. (See [Angenent et al. 2020, Proof of Lemma 5.7]
for a similar computation, with more details.)

Applying Theorem 1.10 (quadratic almost concavity) in the direction of the radial vector X = 9,, we get

(3-106) 20 vuyy + 202 < 7|7 23 (1 402,
where
(3-107) n”? =1+ vf + y_2v§,.

Together with Corollary 2.11 (cylindrical estimate) this implies
(3-108) (vvy)y < 27| 73273

for all T < g in the region {v > L//|z|}, provided L is sufficiently large, « is sufficiently small, and
T4 is sufficiently negative. For any fixed ¢ and 7, considering v, as a function of v, we can rewrite our
inequality as

_ d 22y a1 1—3/2, -2
(3-109) dv(v vy) < 47| v,
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Integrating this from v to 260 and from L/\/7 to v yields

(3-110) (vy)?y=29 —4L 7 2|7 < v?0) < (vy)P gy g HALT T

Multiplying this by y2, and using (3-103), (3-104) and (3-105), the assertion follows. O

4 Spectral uniqueness

In this section, we prove Theorem 1.12 (spectral uniqueness), which we restate here for convenience of
the reader:

Theorem 4.1 (spectral uniqueness) There exists k > 0 and ty« > —oo with the following significance. If
MY = {M}} and M? = {M}?} are bubble-sheet ovals in R* that are k-quadratic at time ty < t, and if
their truncated renormalized profile functions vé and v% satisfy the spectral condition

“4-1) pove(To) = Povi (7o),
then
(4-2) M= 2.

Here, denoting by v; the profile function of the renormalized flow e™/2 M1 o—» the truncated renormalized
profile function is defined by

(4-3) v = xe(vi)vr,
where x«: [0, 00) — [0, 1] is a fixed smooth function satisfying
(4-4) (i) x¢=0 on [0, %9] and (i) x¢=1 on [%9,00).

We also recall that the evolution of v¢ is governed by the 2d Ornstein—Uhlenbeck operator, which in
Euclidean coordinates is given by the formula

(4-5) L=0% +05, — 1110y, +120y,) + 1,

and which is a self-adjoint operator on the Gaussian L2-space

(4-6) %= L2R2, e P4 dy)y =9, @ % @ ¥—.

Here, the unstable and neutral eigenspace are explicitly given by

4-7) 91 =span{l, y1, >} and %o = span{y; —2. 5 —2,y1)2},

and as before we denote the orthogonal projections by p and pg. In particular, note that by Definition 1.8
(k-quadratic) thanks to the k-quadraticity assumption in addition to the hypothesis (4-1) we also have

(4-8) P+ (t0) = P40 (o).
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As before, given any renormalized profile function v (eg v = v) we consider the associated cylindrical
region and tip region

(4-9) ¢={v>160} and T ={v<=<26}

where the latter can be subdivided into the collar region and soliton region:

L
51}529} and 9={v< }

L
Vitl ~ Vel

Note that x< indeed localizes in the cylindrical region; more precisely,!!

(4-10) X = {

(4-11) spt(xe) S {v =20} C@.

To localize in the tip region, we fix a smooth function xg: [0, c0) — [0, 1] satisfying
(4-12) (i) xg=1 on [0,0] and (i) xg =0 on [20,00).
In the tip region we work with the inverse profile function Y defined by

(4-13) Yw(y,¢.7),0.7) =,

and its zoomed-in version Z defined by

(4-14) Z(p.g.1) = 2|2 (Y (1] 72p.0. 1) = ¥ (0.9. 7).

Throughout this section we use the convention that 6 > 0 is a fixed small constant and L < oo is a fixed
large constant. During the proofs one is allowed to decrease 6 and increase L at finitely many instances,
as needed or convenient.

4.1 Energy estimate in the cylindrical region

In this subsection, we prove an energy estimate in the cylindrical region, by generalizing [Angenent et al.
2020, Section 6; Choi et al. 2023, Section 5.4] to the bubble-sheet setting.

Recall that for any bubble-sheet oval in R* the renormalized profile function v, viewed as function
depending on y1, y, and t, satisfies

_ Uy; Uy, 1 11
(4-15) v = (Sij_m)vij )ity T V=

Now, given ! and J1?> we consider the difference of their renormalized profile functions
(4-16) w = v — V.
HThe wiggle room between %0 and %9 will be used for estimating v x¢(v1) — v2 x¢(v2).
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In the following, we abbreviate D = (dy,), D? = (a;_yj) and A: B = a;jbij.

Lemma 4.2 (evolution of w) The function w evolves by
4-17) (0; —L)w = ¢[w],
where & is the 2d Ornstein—Uhlenbeck operator from (4-5), and

4-18) €[w] =
Dvi®Dvi:D*w  D?*vy:D(vi4+v2)@Dw  D?v5:Dv,®@Dvy D(vi4vp)-Dw 2—vqv,
— — w
14| Dvy|? (1+]Dvy|?) (1+]Dv;[2) (14| Dv,|?) 2v1vy

Proof Subtracting the evolution equations of v{ and v, yields

Dvy ® Dv; §D2U1 DU2®DU2ID2U2 2—v10;
w

4-19 wy =S%w—
“-19) ‘ 1+ |Dv|? 1+ |Dv,|? 201,

Now, using the product rule for differences we compute

Dv; ® Dvy ZDZUI D1)2®DU2§D2U2

4-20
( ) 1+|DU1|2 1+|DU2|2
_ Dvy® Dv;:D?>w  Dv; ® Dw:D?*v, Dw® Dv,: D?v,
1+ |Duvy? 1+ |Dvy |2 1+ |Dvy |2
+ 1 1 Dv, ® Dv, : D?
— v vy 1 D7vs.
1+ |Dvi|2 1+ |Dvy2) 2 2T
Moreover, we have
(4-21) Dv; ® Dw: D*vy + Dw ® Dv, : D*vy = Dw ® D(vy + v3): D?vs,
and
1 1 Dw-D
(4-22) w- D(vy +v2)

L+|Dvi2 1+[Dvyl2 (1+|Dvi2)(1+|Dvy[2)

This implies the assertion. |

Next, we consider the truncated difference

(4-23) we = vy X¢(v1) — vaxe(v2).

To simplify the notation in the computations that follow, for any scalar function x (eg for x«, x{, or x¢)
we denote by wX the function

(4-24) wX(y, 1) = x(v1(y, 7)) — x(v2(y. 7))
In particular, note that w'd = w and |wX| < |w| sup |x’|.
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Lemma 4.3 (evolution of w¢) The function we satisfies

425)  (3: —D)we
— B[w] + E[w, xa(v1)]— Elv2w* ] — 2Dy - DWE + vy (3 — LYW + WX (D — L+ s,

where

(4-26) Ew, xe()] = 3z — D) (wxe (V1)) — Ewxe (V)]

Proof By the product rule we have

(4-27) (0; — L) (Vo wX¢) = v3(0; — L)wXe + wX€(d; — L + 1)vy —2Dvy - DwX®,
Observing also that

(4-28) we = wxe(v1) +vawXe,

this implies the assertion. |
The goal of this subsection is to prove the following energy estimate:

Proposition 4.4 (energy estimate in cylindrical region) For every € > 0, there exists k > 0 and T4 > —00
with the following significance. If M! and M? are k -quadratic at time ty < T4, then

(4-29) [we —powe||9,00 < e(l[wellD,00 + lWlie/2<v, <61 ll5,00)-

Let us review the relevant norms and spaces for this energy estimate. In addition to the Gaussian
L?-space ¥, which is equipped with the norm

) 1/2
(430 7= ( [, s ay)

we also need the Gaussian H !-space ® :={f € % : Df € ¥} with the norm

1/2
_lv|2
(4-31) 1/ llo = (/Rz(f(y)erlDf(y)lz)e V! “dy) :
and its dual space ©* equipped with the dual norm

(4-32) I/ llox = sup (f.g),
lgllo=t

where (, ): ©* x D — R denotes the canonical pairing.

For time-dependent functions the above induces the parabolic norms

. 1/2
@33) e = sw0 ([ 1o do)

<70

where ¥ = ¥, D or D*.
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Let us also recall a few basic facts that will be used frequently in the following proof. To begin with, by
the weighted Poincaré inequality (2-11) multiplication by 1+ |y| is a bounded operator from © to 7,
and hence by duality from % to ©* as well, namely

(4-34) IA+1yD Sl =Cllifllo and (1 4]y fllox = CIf -

Consequently, d,, and 8;. = -0y, + % yi are bounded operators from ® to ¥, and hence by duality
from 7€ to ©* as well. In particular, this implies that the Ornstein—Uhlenbeck operator £: ® — ©* is
well-defined. Finally, for estimating the ©*-norm it is useful to observe that if g € © and h € W1,
then by the product rule we have ||hg|p < C|//||p1.| g|lo, hence by duality

(4-35) 121 o+ = CllAllp el fllox.

We are now ready to prove the energy estimate in the cylindrical region.

Proof of Proposition 4.4 To begin with, thanks to (4-8) and [Angenent et al. 2020, Lemma 6.7], we
have the general estimate

(4-36) lwe —powe ||,00 < Cl[(0r — L)we||o*,00-

To estimate the expression on the right-hand side, we rewrite the conclusion of Lemma 4.3 (evolution

of w¢) in the form

(4-37) (B — £) we = €lwe] + Ew, xe(v)]+J + K.

where

(4-38) J = (V2,0 = V2 yy; F 302y, — €)W —2Dvy - D,
K = €[vJwX® —E[v,wX¢] + vy (0, — L)wXe.

Following the same arguments as in [Choi et al. 2023, Proof of Lemma 5.13], which in turn is similar
to [Angenent et al. 2020, Proof of Lemmas 6.8 and 6.9], but now using the bubble-sheet evolution
equation from Lemma 4.2 (evolution of w) and the bubble-sheet derivative estimates from Corollary 2.11
(cylindrical estimate), one can easily show that given any & > 0, there exist ¥ > 0 and 7, > —o0 such that
assuming k-quadraticity at time 7y < T4, for all T < 7y we have

(4-39) [€[we(D]llox < ellwe(D) o,

(4-40) 1€[w(2), xe(1()]llo* < ellw(®)1p, %

where

4-41) D, = {y : %9 <vi(y,7) = %9 or %0 <v(y, 1)< %9}

Also, following the same arguments as in [Choi et al. 2023, Proof of Lemma 5.14], but now using the
bubble-sheet asymptotics from Theorem 1.9 (uniform sharp asymptotics), we easily get the estimate

(4-42) /(D)o < ellw(z)1p, lls-
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Hence, our only new task that necessitates somewhat nontrivial modifications is to estimate the D *-norm
of K(t). To this end, note that

Dv;@Dv::D>*wXe+2Dvy-Dv, Dvy-Dwke
(4-43)  B[vgJwXé—E[uguwXe] = 22NV DTWT 2Dy Dra Dve Dw

1+|DU1 |2
vy D?vy:D(v] +v2)Q@ DwXe 0 D?v,:Dvy®@Dvy D(vq+v,)-DwXe
14+|Dv; |2 (1+[Dv;[2) (14| Dv,|?)

On the other hand, differentiating the defining identity (4-24) we get
(4-44)  Dw® = y/;(v;) Dw + w¥ Duy,
(4-45) D*wX¢ = yl,(v)) D*w + x4 (v1)(Dv; ® Dw + Dw ® Dvy) + wX¢ D2vy + wX¢ Dvy ® Dv,.

Hence, we can rewrite the above as

(4-46) EualwXe — E[uaw ]+ xlp(v1)v2€w] = a- Dw + bw + cwXe + dwX<,
where
_ ax(v1) Doy - D(vy +v3) 4 2x¢(v1) Dvy - Dy Dy
1+ |Dl)1|2 L
2—1)11)2 ,
p=-_Y1% ,
010, Xe(v1)v2
(4-47) ¢ = v2 D%y 1 (D ® Dvy + D(vy +v3) ® Dvy) +2(Dvy - Dvy)?
1+ |DU1|2

B V2 DV, - D(vy + v2) D?vy: Dvy ® Dus
(I+[Dvy[3)(1 +[Dvy|?)

’

. U2(DU1 : DU2)2
1+ |Dyyf?

Now, using the basic facts reviewed above we can estimate

(4-48) la- Dwlox = lla- D(wlp )0+ = Cllalp .o |wlp, llse.

(4-49) [bwllox = C bw lwlp, llse,

‘ <
1+ |y % |T|1/?

|1/2

where in the last step we also used that |y | > |t on the support of 1p_ thanks to Theorem 1.9 (uniform

sharp asymptotics). Similarly, we see that

(4-50) lewXe |9« < Cllellyr.00 |wlp, |l
(4-51) ldwX¢||lpx < C||d|lpr1.00 lwlp, 5,

where we also used that

k
(4-52) WX | =

V2
/ X%k+1)(v) v
V1

Ip, §C|w|1DT.
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Furthermore, thanks to Corollary 2.11 (cylindrical estimate) we can make the W **°-norm of a, ¢ and d
arbitrarily small by choosing k > 0 small enough and t« > —oo negative enough. Combining the above
we thus obtain

(4-53) [€[va]w*e —Eloaw*“] + x5 (vi)v2é[w]lo+ <ellwlp, lls.
To capture the remaining terms, we compute
(4-54)  v2(3r — D)W — xo (V) v2€[w] = xi (V1) V2w — xg(V1)v2 D(Vy +v2) - Dw — vy WX
— 02| DV 2w 0y (V2,1 — V2, y; F %yiUZ,yi)wX;"-
Arguing similarly as above, we see that
(4-55) | xenvaw — g (v)v2 D(v1 + v2) - Dw — v2wX — vy Dvs 2w o
+ [lvz(v2,c —v2,p;y; + %yivz,yi)w)de |0
=¢lwlp, [ls.

Summing up, we have thus shown that
(4-56) [ K(D)[lo+ = ellw(z)1p, 5.
Finally, thanks to Theorem 1.9 (uniform sharp asymptotics) for ¥ small enough and 4« negative enough,

vy, 1) =30 = vi(y.0) =30,

4-57) ;
vy, 1)=g0 = v, 1)=b,
hence
(4-58) Ip, = Lg/2<v,(-,0)<6}-
This concludes the proof of the proposition. O

4.2 Derivative and weight estimates in the tip region

In this subsection, we prove derivative estimates for the inverse profile function and weight function in
the tip region, by generalizing some arguments from [Angenent et al. 2020, Section 7] and [Choi et al.

2023, Section 5.5] to the bubble-sheet setting.
Throughout, we denote by Zg = Zp(p) the profile function of the 2d-bowl with speed 1/+/2, namely
the unique solution of
Z B,pp 1 1
————+—Zp,+—==0 and Zp(0)=Zp,(0)=0.
1+z3, P72 g

(Note that in our sign convention Zp =< 0, which is consistent with (4-14).) We recall the well-known

(4-59)

fact that one has the asymptotic expansions

—V2p%/4+ O(log p) as p — oo,
—V2p*/8+ 0(p*)  as p—0,

and that these expansions may be differentiated; see eg [Angenent and Velazquez 1997].

(4-60) Zp(p) = {
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Proposition 4.5 (first tip derivatives) For every n > 0, there exist 8 > 0, x > 0 and 74« > —o0 such that
if M is k-quadratic at time Ty < T, then

Y, Y.
(4-61) 2|22 <2 Yl <alel? and Yol <)

holds for all v < 26 and © < 1.

Proof First, the estimate for Y, has already been established in (2-92).
Next, thanks to Theorem 1.9 (uniform sharp asymptotics) the zoomed-in profile function Z = Z(p, ¢, 1),
as defined in (4-14), satisfies

(4-62) max sup sup sup |8i8{;(Z —Zp)| <e

0<i+j=<10 ¢ 1<t p<e—l
This yields the desired estimates in the soliton region, namely

Yy

(4-63) )2 < <|t|'? and |Y:|<n

v
v

forall v < L/ |r|1/ 2 and T < 19; see eg [Angenent et al. 2020, Proof of Lemma 7.4] for a similar
computation, with more details.

Furthermore, by Corollary 1.11 (almost Gaussian collar) we have

vY

2Y,

for L/|7|'/? <v <26 and t < 9. On the other hand, thanks to Theorem 1.9 (uniform sharp asymptotics),

(4-64) <e

1+

for v <26 and © < 19 we have
Y(v, 1)

V2Itl

where e can be made as small as we want by adjusting 6, « and .. Hence, in the collar region we obtain

(4-65)

1‘58,

the sharper estimate

Yy 1
P — + PR
o[22

Finally, to estimate Y7 in the collar region we rewrite the evolution equation (1-21) from the introduction

<

(4-66)

(for the derivation of this evolution equation see Lemma 4.10 below) in the form
(Y2 + Y)Y —2Y, Yy Yo + (1 + Y)Yy B Y}
Y2(1+YH+7Y; Y(Y2(1+Y}H) +7Y7)

+Yv 1+vY v? 1
v 2Y, 2 Y’

By the estimates that we have already established, the expression in the second line is well controlled,

(4-67) Y, =

specifically has absolute value less than say %n|Yv /v, possibly after adjusting 6, k and 4. On the other
hand, differentiating the defining identity (4-13) of the inverse profile function, we get

(4-68) Yyv, =1 and Yyv,+7Y, =0,
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and differentiating again we obtain

(4-69) Yoo ==Y vy, Yoo = —YoY 0, — Y0y,
Together with Corollary 2.11 (cylindrical estimate) and the already established estimates, this implies
(4_71) va Yva(p Y(p(p S e ﬁ

1+7Y? Y(1+Y2) Y2 v
in the collar region. Hence, we conclude that

Yy

(4-72) Y| =7 >
holds in the collar region as well. O

Corollary 4.6 (second tip derivatives) For every n > 0, there exist 6 > 0, L < 0o, k > 0 and 74 > —00
such that if M is k-quadratic at time To < T«, then for all T < ¢ in the collar region L/|t|'/? < v <26,

(473 GLL P GV i T R
1+ Y7 Y(1+Y2) Y? v

and in the soliton region v < L/|t|'/? we have the sharper estimates

(4-74) Yool < ClelV2 [Yugl Sailzl. [Ypgl < niz*'2.

Proof We have already obtained the estimate (4-73) in the above proof, which in particular gives us
some constant L < co. Now with this fixed L, we will deal with the soliton region v < L/|z|'/2. To this
end, note first that thanks to (4-60) and strict convexity there is a constant A < oo such that

(4-75) A< Zp o <A
Hence, using (4-62), in the soliton region we get

L _ Y
4-76 o = <2A.
( ) A — |‘L’|1/2 -
To proceed, consider the rescaled profile function of 2d-bowl x R, namely
4-77) T(v,x,7):= ZB(|r|1/2v).

|r| 1/2

We remind the reader that a hypersurface M is called e-close in C L1/¢l in B, /¢(0) to a hypersurface M,
if it can be written as normal graph of a function v over M N By;.(0) with [|[{/|| 11/ (MNB),:(0) = &
In particular, if the hypersurfaces are e-close, then associated geometric quantities (such as curvatures,
curvature ratios, Hessian ratios, etc) are also almost equal.

Now, setting V' = d, and X = d,, we have

2
_D2Y(V, V)

-1
(4-78) AT < BIE

<A, D*Y(V,X)=0, D*Y(X,X)=0.
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Then, since ratios are scaling invariant, by Theorem 1.9 (uniform sharp asymptotics) and the definition of
e-closeness, in the soliton region we get

479 DY (. 2Iz)~'28,) DAY (V. X)| _
D2Y (3y. 0y) DY (V. V)|~
2 -1/2 —-1/2 2
(4-80) Y(Q2leh)™! 200, 2l ™!%3p)  DAY(X, X) <5
D2Y (., 0y) D2Y(V. V)|~

where § = §(¢) > 0 can be made as small as we want by decreasing « and 74. Remembering that
D?Y (-, X) =0, we have thus shown that

Yool | Yool
- < §|Y,
(4-81) FLE 7] <§|Ypul-
Combining the above facts, the assertion follows. O

Denote by Yp the rescaled profile function of the 2d-bowl, namely

(4-82) Yp(v,7) = Zg(|7|"?v).

|T|1/2

Corollary 4.7 (rescaled bowl profile) For every n > 0 and L < oo, there exist k > 0, T4« > —00 and
6 > 0, such that if M is k-quadratic at time tg < T, then for all T < 7y and v < 26, we have

1+73, 12l
(4-83) ——— — 1| <nminj 1, .
1+ Y7 L
Proof By (4-62) and (4-63) in the soliton region v < L/|t|!/? we have
1+7YZ, 12
(4-84) — B | < (Va0 — Vo) (Va0 + V)| < 28]/,
1+Y;
On the other hand, by (4-66) in the collar region L/|7|'/? < v < 26 we have
(4-85) L
- —>| <e
vl 2T
Since (4-85) of course in particular holds for Y = Yp, the result follows. O

In the tip region we consider the weight function

v,

2 Y2 )
(4-86) u(v,w,f)=—%Y2(9»¢’f)+/ [i( >(_Y “ W)), (1= ))ﬂ}

where ¢: R — [0, 1] is a smooth monotone function satisfying

(4-87) t(v)=0 forv= %9 and t(v)y=1 for v>46.

1
1
Proposition 4.8 (weight estimates) For any n > 0, there exist 8 > 0, ¥ > 0 and 1, > —oo with the
following significance. If M is k -quadratic at time 1y < Ty, then for all T <ty and v < 20 we have

Vly
1+Y?

(4-88) —1‘ <n luel <nlth luel <nlzl
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Proof To begin with, note that

Y2 +Y3,
(4-89) uv=c(——) Faop e
This yields
Uy
4-90 _ _ 1l <.
(4-90) ‘1+Y,,2 ] z'Hmyy ‘+< D‘H—YZ <1

where to estimate the first term we used (4-87), Proposition 4.5 (first tip derivatives) and Corollary 1.11
(almost Gaussian collar), and to estimate the second term we used Corollary 4.7 (rescaled bowl profile).

Next, via integration by parts we see that

(4-91) el = ‘?(YTZ)V) + /ve g’(YTZ)(p

where we used Proposition 4.5 (first tip derivatives) and ¥ < 2|z|

<nlzl,

1/2.

Finally, arguing similarly we can estimate

Y2 0 y? v (Y3 )
@-92) wd=e() + [ (%) + [[a-o=Era

where we used in addition that ‘(Ylg v)f| < Cv? thanks to (4-60). O

<nlzl,

Corollary 4.9 (weighted Poincaré inequality) There exist Cy < 0o, 8 > 0, k > 0 and t« > —oo with
the following significance. If M is k-quadratic at time Ty < T, then for t < ¢ and ¢ € [0, 27] we have

(4-93) / Fz(v)e“(”‘“)dv<co ) uwen g,
0

~ 7l 1+Yv2(v’¢vf)
for all smooth functions F satisfying F'(0) = 0 and spt(F) C [0, 26).

Proof Thanks to (4-60) there is a constant A < oo such that
(4-94) A2V < (Y| < Al 2.

We fix vg = vo(7) = 3A/|r|"/? and start with the integration by parts formula

26 2 2
F _F F
(4-95) [ e FCo) uonn / (vpy = D) —re dv.
Vo v Vo
Together with
2FF,  4F? F?
4-96 - <20 14+Y2)—,
(4-96) v a2 TAFNIgs

Geometry & Topology, Volume 29 (2025)



984 Beomjun Choi, Panagiota Daskalopoulos, Wenkui Du, Robert Haslhofer and Natasa Sesum

this yields

F(Uo)2 20 F2 20 F2
4-97 2207 phlvo.0.7) [ iy — (1 +Y2) —1)—et dv < 4/ —Y P du.
97 Vo - vo (vrt = 3¢ v) )v2 = oy 147Y2

0 v

Now, using Corollary 4.7 (rescaled bowl profile), Proposition 4.8 (weight estimates) and (4-94) we can
estimate our integrand by

(4-98) vy~ A+ YD) 1= L1+ Y3 )~ 12 LA+ 7Z).
This implies
20 20 F2
(4-99) |7 / F?etdv<C / —L et dv,
Vo ) 1 + YU
(4-100) F@0)” uwoen < ¢ / L ek,
Vo v 1+Y5

Finally, for v < vy by our choice of weight function we have

Vo 1
(4-101) ‘M(U, ¢, 1) — p(vo, ¢, 7) —log(l)‘ = / =Yg, dv'|=C,
Vo v U ’
hence
(4-102) c L) < ore—nw@oeo) « o L)
Vo - - Vo
Together with the standard Poincaré inequality
Vo Vo
(4-103) /0 (F(v) — F(v9))*vdv < Cv} fo F2v dv,
taking also into account (4-100), this yields
Vo 20 F2
(4-104) |r|/ F2et dv < Cf — Y et dv,
0 0 1+ sz
and thus concludes the proof of the corollary. a

To conclude this subsection, let us prove the evolution equation for Y, which has already been used above:

Lemma 4.10 (evolution of Y') The function Y evolves by

(Y2 4Y) You—2Y Yo Yoot (141) Yoo N ( 1 v) Y} Y 1
Y2(14+Y2)+Y2 Y

4-105) Y; =
(4-105) Y .

Y(Y2(1+YH)+Y2) 2 Y
Proof Recall that v = v(yy, )3, T) evolves by
Uy; Vy; Vi v o1
(4-106) Vr = (51']' - W)Ww — 5 Wi + 3T
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Setting y1 = y cos ¢ and y, = ysin ¢, by the chain rule we have

sin<pa cos ¢
%

(4-107) dy, =cos@d, —

and 0, =singdy, + 0g.

Hence, v = v(y, ¢, 7), viewed as a function of polar coordinates, evolves by

(y2 + vé)vyy —2VuVy gy + (1 + vf,)vw 2 1 1+ vf, v
(4-108) v = 2 2 & o2 Yoy +3
ye(1+vy) +vg 2

¥2 2 2140+ 02

Note that for v, = 0 this reduces to the formula

Vyy vy Y v 1
= +=—Zv,+ - —
(I+v3) 27 2

Ug

for the O, O,-symmetric bubble-sheet ovals from [Du and Haslhofer 2021, equation (2.75)].

Finally, differentiating the identity y = Y (v(y, ¢, 7), ¢, T) we see that

Vp = L Vo = 1 o — Yy
(4-109) 3 [ 2V 2“’ )
Uyy = T R Yop | 2ol Ty va, Vpy = Yo %'
Yoo Yy sz Yv3 sz Yv3
Plugging this into (4-108) yields the assertion. O

4.3 Energy estimate in the tip region

In this subsection, we prove an energy estimate in the tip region, by generalizing some arguments from
[Angenent et al. 2020, Section 7] and [Choi et al. 2023, Section 5.5] to the bubble-sheet setting.

We denote the inverse profile functions by Y = Y; and Y = Y. Consider the difference
(4-110) W:=Y-Y.

Lemma 4.11 (evolution of W) The function W evolves by
(PP Y)Wy = 2Y, Yy Wy + (1 + Y Wog

(4-111) W, > +aWy 4+ bW, +cW,
where
(4-112) D=Y>(1+Y2)+Y2

and where the coefficients a, b and ¢ are specified in equation (4-117) below.

Proof Let us abbreviate
(4-113) D=Y>(1+Y}) +7Y2
(4-114) B=(Y?+Y))Yy—2Y, Y Yy + (1 + Y)Yy
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Then, Lemma 4.10 (evolution of Y') and the product rule for differences yield

(Y2 + Y(/;Z)va - ZYvaW(Dv + (1 + Yuz)WWP + wa(Yv + Yv)Wv

4-11 =
(4-115) W, 5 5
Vo[ (Y + V)W + (Yo + Y)Wl V(Y Wo + Yo Wy)  B(D—D)
D D DD
1 v Y, +7, _( W D-D 11

N e | A N |4 +Y2( =+ = _)+(—+—_)W

(v 2) " vyb "? "°\pyy YDD 2 Yy
Furthermore, note that
(4-116) D—D=Y?Yy+ Y)Wy + (Y, + Y)W, + (Y +Y)(1 +YHW.

Hence, collecting the coefficients of Wy, W, and W, we obtain the claimed evolution equation with

] YooYy + V) —2Y,pY, Y2(Y,+Y,)[Y2 -

Y, Y, Y,,Y, v 72
(@-117) po Yoot ¥o) =2ty Yo+¥ T+ ¥)fY )
D YD pD | Y
1 )_7 Y—{—)_’ YZ Y+Y 1—|—Y2 2 _
ISR O SN AN B >[_¢ B]
2 yY D DYY DD 7
This proves the lemma. 5

Now, considering Wg = x5 W we have the following energy inequality:

Proposition 4.12 (energy inequality) There exist constants 6 > 0, k > 0, 74 > —oco and C = C(0) < 00
with the following significance. If Jl is k -quadratic at time Ty < T4, then for t < 1ty we have

1d i 1 (W)} oh
(4-118) ZdT/Wge dodv < 20 1+Y2

d dU+—/W 1{9<U<29}€ dgodv

D D -~
+/(Wa + +Y2b2+E)Wgze“d(pdv,

v

where the coefficients @, b and ¢ are specified in equation (4-120) below.

Proof Throughout this proof, we denote xg simply by x and denote [ d¢ dv simply by [. To begin
with, using Lemma 4.11 (evolution of W) and integration by parts we see that

Y2472 2Y,Y, 1
(4-119) /WZM——/( D“’sz 5 WeWo+ B”Wz)xe“

+ /(aWW,, + DWW, +TW?2)x2et

Y2 4+Y2 2Y,Y,
e
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where
B Y2+ Y2477
a=a— ( ) - K,
D v D
(4-120) ~ 2Y, Y, 2Y, Y, 1+Y2 (1+Y2)
b=bh _ v _ v ,
+ D ), + D J2ay D . D Ho
c=c+ %Mr-
With the aim of absorbing various mixed terms in (4-119) we estimate
1 Y? D _
(4-121) aw Wy x? < 13Wv2x2 + ﬁazwg,
(4-122) bW W, x liW2 24 b2 w2
o X p X Ty T
2Yy Y, Y2, 1 Y2 ,
- < —_— _
(4-123) D WUW¢_4DW +100DW‘p

where in the last step we used that Y(p2 /Y? < n thanks to Proposition 4.5 (first tip derivatives) and
Theorem 1.9 (uniform sharp asymptotics).

Combining the above, and discarding some lower-order good terms, gives

Y? Y2
(4-124) %%/que“ 5—%]( 5 W2+ I W;)XzeMr/@W;e“

Y2+ Y72 2Y, Y,
_2/(T¢WWU— g UWWw)X)(’e“,

where we abbreviated
D

4-125 § =0 b +7.

(¢-12) v Tt T

Now, using the fact that W, x = (Ws), — Wy’ we can estimate

(4-126) —Wix* < —3(Wa)i +2W2y2.

Moreover, we also have

(4-127) —WWyxx = —=(Wa)yWx'+ W?x? < 5(Wg) +4x°W?,
Yy Y, ) 1 Yv 2,2,

4-12

(4-128) D WWerd = 5 WH"+ 155 Ve X

where in the last step we used again that Y(p2 /Y? <. This yields

1 d 2 u 1 Y2 2 U 2 W Y2 2.2 1
(4-129) sac | Waet =—15 | 5 Wadget + [ 9Wiel +13 [~ W2yt

Finally, using again that Y(p2 /Y? < n we observe that we can replace Y2/D by 1/(1 + sz) up to a

1/2

multiplicative factor close to 1. Remembering also that |Yy| > %9|r| on the support of x’ thanks to

Proposition 4.5 (first tip derivatives), this concludes the proof of the proposition. |

Geometry & Topology, Volume 29 (2025)



988 Beomjun Choi, Panagiota Daskalopoulos, Wenkui Du, Robert Haslhofer and Natasa Sesum

To put the energy inequality into use it is crucial to control the coefficients:

Lemma 4.13 (estimate for coefficients) For every n > 0, there exist constants k > 0, T« > —o0 and
0 > 0 with the following significance. If M is k -quadratic at time tg < t«, then for t < 19 and v < 20
we have

(4-130) (14 Y2)@ + |z|b? 412 < nlz|.

In particular, the quantity $ defined in (4-125) satisfies $ < 3n|t]|.

Proof Throughout this proof, o(1) denotes a quantity that can be made arbitrarily small in the tip region
v < 20, by choosing « small enough, 74 negative enough and 6 small enough. Moreover, we abbreviate

(-131) feg = L1 =on).
g

In particular, by definition we have

(4-132) v=o(l),

and thanks to Theorem 1.9 (uniform sharp asymptotics) we get
(4-133) Y ~ ¥ ~ /20

Recall that by Proposition 4.5 (first tip derivatives) we have

(4-134) Yol + Y| = o(D)]7|"/2.
Together with Corollary 4.7 (rescaled bowl profile) the above implies
(4-135) D~Y*(1+Y}H~Y*(1+Y2) ~D.
Also recall that by Proposition 4.5 (first tip derivatives) we have
(4-136) Do)V < |1y < vlr] 2,

and that by Corollary 4.6 (second tip derivatives) we have

Y, Y(p v

1+ Y7

Yv v

1+ Y7

(4-137) <Cle|'?, =o()|t], |Ypol =o(D)|e]*/?,

and similarly for Y, and that by Proposition 4.8 (weight estimates) we get

(4-138) vy ~ 14+ Y2 and g + || = o(D)]7).

Now, let us begin by estimating

1+ 1 Y +Y) Y2 (Y +D)(+YH[YZ

Thpe 1 Fo ) Yo Q) ”)[T“’—B]
2 YY D DYY DD Y

(4-139) c
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The facts from above directly imply that the first four terms are of order at most o(1)|t|. That actually
works for the last term as well, observing that

1TY? _

(4-140) ‘:[T“’_B] <Cle|V2.
DLY

We have thus shown that

(4-141) |c] = o(1)]7].

Next, all the terms in

v % v Vv v v y 2
(4-142) p=TletYo)=2Woly Yoty | (gt Yy) [7“’ - E}

D YD DD
can be dealt with similarly as above, yielding

(4-143) |b] = o(1).

Let us now consider

~ 2Y,Y, 2Y,Y, 1+ Y2 (1+Y2)
4-144 h—b= + - v ) LA
(4-144) ( D )v p M D ), p e

The above facts directly imply that the second and fourth term are of order at most o(1). To deal with the
first term, we observe that

@-145) Yp Y, - YooYy + Yy Yo Y,,Yva o)+ o(1) | Yy,D, ’
D ), D D? |t|V/2|(14+Y2)D
(4-146) N0y | _| 2% YoYou + Y Yy (1 + V) + Y2, Yoy <Cle,
(1+Y2)D| ™ |1+ Y2 D
Similarly, we can estimate the third term by
14+ Y2 C |Y,Y, YY,(14+Y2)+Y2Y,Y,
(4-147) ( i ”) <o(l)+ = |Tetee ™ oY)+ V¥l =o(1).
D /], || D

Summing up, we have thus shown that
(4-148) 1b] = o(1).

It remains to show that /1 + Y2|@| is of order at most o(1)|7| 172 To this end, we consider the quantities

2 2
(4-149) a = l—uv—Y ) ,
v D
-2V Yy YA(Yy 4 Y)Yy
4-150 = — = :
(4-150) 42 D2 DD
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Then, a direct computation shows that

G151) -Gy —d = Yoo (Yo + Yy) =2(Ypu + Y)Yy —2Y Yy v

D 2
2Y2Y Yy Yoy +2(Y2 + Y ) (Y Y + Y Yy (14 Y1)
+ 77
Y2(Yy + V) Yy

v2% v vV T2\ v Y5
Y (Yw Yoo =2Y, Yo Yoo + (1 + Y5 )chrp_?)-
Most of these terms multiplied by /1 + Y;? can be estimated similarly as above, taking also into account
the elementary fact that the function x — x/+/1 + x2 is bounded. The only three terms for which one
has to argue somewhat differently are v and (Y, + I_’(pv)Y(p /D and (Y2 + sz)Y(p Y4/ D?. Regarding
the first term, since v = o(1) and /1 + Y2 = o(1)|7|'/? we easily get

(4-152) V1+Y2v=o(1)|z]"2.

To deal with the second term, in the collar region we estimate

Y, Y )Y 1 (Y. Y)Yy 1+ Y2
(4-153) Vi et Yol <"”+D“’”) o| | L Qoo tYou)¥y V14 Y Yo|=o(D)|z|"/2,

2lz] (14712 Yy
where we used that |Yy| is large in the collar region. On the other hand, thanks to Corollary 4.6 (second

~ ‘

tip derivatives) in the soliton region v < L/|t|!/2 we have the sharper estimate |You| + |}_’¢,v| =o(1)|z],
so we also get the desired bound in the soliton region. Finally, since (Y2 + Y(f) /D <1 the same argument
applies for the third term as well. This yields

(4-154) VI+Y2|d—ad; - =o()|r]"/?.

In contrast, to deal with @; and @, we have to use cancellations.

1/2

First, in the soliton region v < L/|t|'/*, where L < oo is fixed, using that the formula v, = 1 + Y; v

holds there, we can estimate

2vy2 2vyv?2 2yv2 2 2
(4_155) |zz1| _ l Y Yv -Y YB,U_Y(a YB,u < l _ 1+YB,v B,v Y_(pz :0(1)|T|1/2’
Y2(14Y2)+ Y2 v 1412 Y2

where in the last step we used Corollary 4.7 (rescaled bowl profile) and the above standard facts. On the
other hand, in the collar region L//|7| < v < 20 using in particular Proposition 4.8 (weight estimates)
we get

Y2472

(4-156) ‘1 oY .

D

Observing also that v™1{/1 4+ Y2 < C|7| 172 in the collar region, this yields
(4-157) V1+Y2d| = o(1)|c]'/2.
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To estimate /1 + Y;2 |@,|, motivated by the product rule for differences, we rewrite @ in the form

158 @ = 2 YONT | PR Yoy | 27*%(Toy = Vo) 2V*¥Yey D— D
DD DD DD D DD

The contribution from the first term can be readily estimated observing that |Y* — Y *| = o(1)Y*. To

deal with the second term we use that —Y, ~ vY /2 ~ —Y, in the collar region thanks to Corollary 1.11

(almost Gaussian collar) and that | Y, — Y| = o(1) in the soliton region thanks to (4-62). To deal with the

third term we use that |Yyy| = e(1 + Y2) 7| 172 in the collar region thanks to Corollary 4.6 (second tip

derivatives), where ¢ can be made arbitrarily small by adjusting the parameters, in particular choosing L

large enough, and that | Yy, — Yoo | = o(1)|7]'/2

in the soliton region thanks to (4-62). Finally, to deal with
the last term we use that D — D = o(1) D thanks to Corollary 4.7 (rescaled bowl profile). Summing up,

this yields

(4-159) VI+Y] @] = o2,
and thus concludes the proof of the lemma. a

Recall that in the tip region we work with the norm

T 20 p2m 1/2
(/ [ / F(v,¢,0)%e* 99 do dy da) .
—1Jo Jo

Having established the above results, our energy estimate in the tip region now becomes smooth sailing:

(4-160) [ Fll2,00 = sup

=79

1
|r|1/4

Proposition 4.14 (energy estimate in tip region) For every & > 0, there exist k > 0, T4« > —oco and § > 0
with the following significance. If MY and M? are k-quadratic at time 1y < T, then for T < ty we have

(4-161) [Wll2,00 < el Wltg<v<26}l12,00-
Proof By Proposition 4.12 (energy inequality) we have

li 2,1
(4-162) 5 f Wie

1 (Wg)lz) C 5 D~2 D — ,
<_—— woy = w D 2
- 20 1_|_yvze +|T| W= lip<v<apye™ + a4+ n b* +C | Wiek,

and applying Corollary 4.9 (Poincaré inequality) we get

(Wa)3

S TV LM
1+Yv2€ .

(4-163) 7| f W2et < Cy

Moreover, thanks to Lemma 4.13 (estimate for coefficients) we can estimate

D, D
—F=d
2o 1472

v

(4-164) b2 +7 < 3lt).
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Combining the above facts and taking n = 1/(120Cy) we infer that

d 1 C
(4-165) E/ W2el < ~ 230G, 7] / Wiet + = / W21p<yp<201e".
Setting ¢ = 1/(20Cy) and considering
T T
(4-166) A(r) = / 1 / W2et and B(r) = / 1 / W2 1g<p<agye?,
T— T—
it follows that
d B
(4-167) L e 2 4] < C|r|e—“2/2i).
dt 7|2
Integrating this from —oo to t yields
(4-168) A(r) < C sup |T'|2B(7),
U<t
and hence in particular
(4-169) 11|72 4(x) < C|e| 72 sup |/|" V2 B(z').
U<t
This shows that
C
(4-170) [Wzll2,00 = mHWl{Osvsze}Hz,oo,
and thus concludes the proof of the proposition. |

4.4 Proof of the spectral uniqueness theorem

In this subsection, we prove our spectral uniqueness theorem by generalizing the arguments from [Angenent
et al. 2020, Section 8; Choi et al. 2023, Section 5.6] to the bubble-sheet setting.

Proposition 4.15 (coercivity estimate) For every & > 0 there exist k > 0 and t4 > —o0, such that if M
and J? are k -quadratic at time 1y < T, then for T < ty we have

(4-171) [we —powella,oo + W ll2,00 < €llPowe]a,o0-

Proof First of all, to compare our different norms in the transition region, let us abbreviate
(4-172) [ ~gg < thereexistsa C = C(f) <oosuchthat C =C~ ' f<g<Cf.
Then, by Theorem 1.9 (uniform sharp asymptotics) and convexity we have

(4-173) [0)v1 (¥, @, 7)| ~p |T|+/2 for 0 <vy(y,,1) <26.

By the mean value theorem this implies

w1 (v,¢,.7),0,7) N
W, . 1) e

(4-174) for 6 <v < 26.
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Hence, by the change of variables formula we infer that

20 Y1(20,¢0,7) )
(4-175) /6? (er“)(v,go,r)dv ~9/ wz(y,(p,f)e_y /4 dy.

|z|1/2 Y1(0,0,7)

Remembering (4-160), this shows that

(4-176) CTHWlp<v<26}ll2.00 < lWla<0, (1) <26} ll3.00 < CIIW ig<p<26}]12,00-
Now, Proposition 4.14 (energy estimate in tip region) combined with (4-176) yields
4-177) [Wall2,00 = Cellwlig<y, <203 l56,00 = Cellwe]|3¢,00,

where in the last step we used that w(y, ¢, t) = we(y, ¢, ) for vy (y, @, T) > 0, provided that « is small
enough and t, is negative enough.

Similarly, by (4-176) applied with 6/2 instead of 6, we have
(4-178) lwlgg/2<v,<61l96,00 < ClIW7 2,00

where we also used that W (v, ¢, t) = Wy (v, ¢, ) for v < 6, and so Proposition 4.4 (energy estimate in
cylindrical region) gives

(4-179) [we —powellD,00 < €llwe|p,00 + Cel| Wall2,00-
Finally, by the triangle inequality we clearly have
(4-180) lwella,oo < llwe —Ppowsella,oo + [Powe lo,00-

Combining the above inequalities, and adjusting ¢, the assertion follows. |
We also need the following standard derivative estimates:

Lemma 4.16 (derivative estimates) For any L < oo and 6 > 0, there exist k > 0, T4 > —o00 and C < 00
with the following significance. If M is k-quadratic at time to < T, then for all T < 7y we have

C
(4-181) sup (| Dv(7)| + |D*v(7)]) < —,
y=<L T'
C

(4-182) sup (| Dv(0)] +|D* (D)) < 175
v(1)>=6/2 ]

Proof By Theorem 1.9 (uniform sharp asymptotics) and convexity we get

(4-183) 7| sup |Dv(t)|+]|7|"/? sup |Du(r)|<C.
y<2L v(v)>6/4

In particular, by standard interior estimates we easily get (4-181). To prove the second derivative estimate
in (4-182), given any (g, Tg) such that v(yq, 79) = 6/2, we consider the corresponding unrescaled
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point (x¢, fp). Recall that the unrescaled profile function V = V(x, t), viewed as an extrinsic quantity,

evolves by
ViV 1
4-184 0 V=\6ij——————1|Vii— —.
( ) t ( ij 1+ |DV|2) ij %
Now, in the parabolic ball P(x, ty, /—f9) We have
|4 C
(4-185) c < <C and |DV|< —0—.
—lo V1og(—tp)

Hence, by standard interior estimates for perturbations of the heat equation, taking also into account that
we have good control for the differentiated coefficients thanks to Corollary 2.11 (cylindrical estimate), we

obtain
) C
(4-186) V=l |D"V|(x9,10) < —(——.
V1og(—to)
Transforming back to our initial variables, this concludes the proof. |

We can now conclude the proof of our spectral uniqueness theorem:

Proof of Theorem 1.12 In light of Proposition 4.15 (coercivity estimate) our task boils down to
controlling the spectral coefficients a;(t) defined by

2
(4-187) powe(t) = D ai(v)yi,
i=0
where
(4-188) Yo=y>—4, Y1 =y cos(Qp). V2= y’sin(2p).

To this end, recall from Lemma 4.3 (evolution of we) that

(4-189) (9 = Lywe = E[we] +Ew. xe(v)] +J + K.

where J and K are defined in (4-38). Since £y; = 0, this implies

(4-190) 4 4i(0) =<%[w%%]+(g[w’)(%%(vl)]+]+[<’ Vi 2>-
dt il

To proceed, note that

(WOaW&) (WO? W12> (WO’ WZ2>

4-191 - - =,
oD o2~ TP el
(4-192) (Yo, Yo¥1) = (Yo, Yov2) = (Yo, V1¥2) = 0.
We can thus rewrite (4-190) in the form

d . _2a()
(4-193) Ea, (r) = 7] + Fi(7),
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where
Vo Vi > Vi
@199 Fi= (et o i+ (B o+ + K ),
Solving these ODEs, taking into account the fact that a;(7¢) = 0 thanks to the spectral assumption (4-1),
we get
1 [P
(4-195) ai(t) = —1—2/ Fi(0)o? do.
T

In the following, we use the notation

v 2 1/2
(4-196) A(t) := sup (/ Zai(a)2 da) .

<t /-1 i—0

Claim 4.17 (decay estimate) For every ¢ > 0, there exist k > 0 and 7« > —oo such that, assuming
k-quadraticity at Tty < 14, for Tt < 1y we have

4-197) / |Fi(0)|do < %A(ro).
7—1

Proof By Proposition 4.15 (coercivity estimate) we have

(4-198) [we —powella,co + [[Wall2,00 = eCA(To).

Now, fix a smooth cutoff function ¥: R™ — [0, 1] such that ¥(v) = 1 if v € [%9, %9] and x(v) =0 if
ve [%0, 0]. Then, since spt()(f@) - [%9, %9], using the estimates (4-40), (4-42) and (4-56) we infer that

(4-199) [(€[w (), xe(vi()]+J (@) +K (D), i) = [Ew (@), xe w1 ()H+T (@ +K (@) o |¥iX (v llo

<e|w(t)1(6/2<v, (x)<03 llce %,

Together with (4-178) and (4-198) this yields

T
_ €

(4-200) | e e+ + Kol < )

—
Next, by (4-18) we have

2—vqv
(4-201) Elwe] — ﬂPow%; = I[we] + 2w — ﬂpow%
4|7| 2010, 47|

where
Dv; ® Dvy: D*wq  D?vy: D(vy +v2) ® Dwg
L+[Dv 2 (1+1Dvi )
D?vy: Dvy @ Dvy D(vq + v3) - D
(L+1Dvy[3)(1 +[Dvy|?)

(4-202) FB[we] = —

Now, using Lemma 4.16 (derivative estimates) we see that

(4-203) (@we(D)]. )| < %||w<@<r>||@.
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Indeed, when computing (@[we(7)], ¥;), the contribution to the integrals from the region y < L decays
quadratically in || thanks to (4-181), and the contribution from the region y > L can be bounded by
e(L)/|t| thanks to (4-182) and the Gaussian weight. Hence,

4204) [ It vl = Ao,

Next, we estimate

2—vivy Yo
4-205) | =—Zwq — -~ Lpow. ¥
2010, 4|

2—

< > ”1”2X<@<v1)(w<e—2;)a,w,) wl>
J

+Z|aj

To proceed, note that since the v; are k-quadratic at time 7y, we have

IA

Yo
4|

< LY X%a( V)Y —
U

Kiﬂ(l—m(vl))wc@ w,>
vv

o i)

C
(4-206) V2 = villse < L
T
Via the energy method as in the proof of Proposition 2.8 this implies
C
(4-207) I-Dvilgy, =072 15 < =k

Remembering also (4-11), this yields
C
(4-208) I(V2=vxe(illa < o
Hence, arguing similarly as in [Choi et al. 2023, Proof of Claim 5.26], we get

|12
(4-209) /_1< ZUTISZX%(UI)(W‘@ Zaﬂﬁ;) 1/fz>

and arguing similarly as in [Angenent et al. 2020, Proof of Claim 8.3], we get

(4-210) / Zla]|< '“vzm( 1)—1{'

Finally, since (1 — x¢(v1))we is supported in the region where the Gaussian weight is exponentially

= HA(TO)

F |A(T0)

Vi %>

small, we easily get
< —A(7).

(4-211) /T
t—1 |

This concludes the proof of the claim. |

2— [N R%)
21)11)2

a —x<@<v1))w<@,w,->
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Continuing the proof of the theorem, using Claim 4.17 (decay estimate) we can now estimate

[t0] [0] 2
Z/ |F;(0)|o? do < Z (V"H) eA(to) < |t|*eA(19).

k=] k=|t]

(4-212)

[ Fi(0)o?do| <

Remembering (4-195), this shows that for all T < 7y we have
(4-213) la; (7)| < eA(zy).
Choosing ¢ = lo this implies

(4-214) A(to) = 0.

Together with Proposition 4.15 (coercivity estimate) we conclude that

(4-215) lweller,oo + [[Werll2,00 = 0,

hence

(4-216) M= 2.

This finishes the proof of the theorem. |

S From spectral uniqueness to classification

In this section, we conclude the proof of our main classification theorem. We refer the reader to Section 1.7
(Outline and intermediate results) for an overview of our strategy in this section, including some notation

and terminology.

5.1 Existence with prescribed spectral width ratio
In this subsection, we prove that the class %° of Z§x0(2)-symmetric ovals from [Du and Haslhofer
2021], whose definition we recalled in (1-8), realizes all spectral width ratios.

Thanks to the Z%—symmetry the profile function of any A € ${° is orthogonal to the eigenfunctions
ycosg, ysing and y2sin(2¢). Our first goal concerns orthogonality relations with respect to the
eigenfunctions

(5-1) Yi=1 and v, =yp*—4.

To this end, given M = {M;}, and parameters 8 and y, we consider the transformed flow

(5-2) MPY = (VP My—y s_p)}.
For COHVenience we set
—In(1 + Be*
(5-3) b= JTTBet—1 and r =¥ A FFD)
T
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Then, the renormalized profile functions of MPY and M are related by
Jy
5-4 T ) =1+b)v| —,(1+D)7 ).
(5-4) (1) = (1 +b( {25, (14 T)

Our first goal is to find a canonical zero of the map

_ _ BT _ bT 1/f2
(5-5) v, (b, 1) ((1//1’1}(6 \/5)%,<1//2,U<@ * \/§|‘L’|>%)

The key towards finding such a canonical zero is Proposition 1.13 (Jacobian estimate), which we restate

here for the convenience of the reader:

Proposition 5.1 (Jacobian estimate) There exist « > 0 and 74« > —oo with the following significance.
If I is k-quadratic at time Tty < T4, then

(5-6) det(JY¢(b,T)) >0

holds for all T < ty and all (b, T") with |t|?>b? +T'? < 100x2.

Proof Throughout this proof, we write f = O(g) if there exists some constant C < oo independent of

T <19 and (b,T), with |t|2b? + T'? < 100«2, such that | /| < Cg.!? Let us also recall that our cutoff
function < satisfies

-7 xe(v) =0 for v =< %9 and xe(v) =1 for v> %9’

and that thanks to Theorem 1.9 (uniform sharp asymptotics) and convexity for # small enough we have
the Gaussian tail estimate

(5-8) e 4 ypr<gy < €713,

and the gradient estimate

(5-9) |DVOT |1 orsg)0y = O(l2|7V/3).

Now, to prove the proposition, we have to estimate the derivatives with respect to the parameters » and I.

We start with the former:

Claim 5.2 (b-derivatives) For the derivatives with respect to b, we have

(5-10) (W1, 9508 )50 = V21 12+ O(e[™Y)  and (Y2, 35057 )5 = O(e| ™).

Proof First, by the transformation formula (5-4) we have

_ br Y 4 _ Y pu[ 2
(5-11) dpv (y,r)—v(1+b,(1+F)r) b Dv(1+b,(1+F)r).

12The constraint |z|252 + I'? < 100« is motivated by the degree argument below.
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Via integration by parts, this implies
(5-12) (Y1, xa(@"T)3p0° )

(L 2y DY+ =D bT y-DVT
—<(W;+ 20 +0) )X%(U ),U>%+<%WX<@(U ), v >%,

where the function v is evaluated at (y /(1 +b), (1 +T')7).

Using the basic facts recalled above we see that

. : — v\
6-13) (o4 2P ESI N T o) = 010,
Fi4
- DvP" bT > -10
5-14 i , =0 .
5-14) (i 2w 0) = (el )

Next, by the «-quadraticity assumption, we have the #-norm expansion

(1+r)z) N o(i)
’ V8(1+T)t| 7| )

y
5-15
(>-15) v ( 1+b
This yields

(5-16)

2y - DYy + (4—yH Y,y
<¢1 + 21+ b)

and, taking into account the identity (wzz —16, 1) = 0, also yields

,v> = V2l |2 + O(le| ™).
¥

2y - DY+ 4=y -1
(5-17) (v2+ ) = 0™,
2(1+b) %
Finally, observe that
(5-18) (Wi 9ue" )ae = (Wi xe P850 s+ (Wi, 0T x0T Bp0°T )ee,
(5-19) (Wi 0P e (0P T)p0" ) = O(12 1),
Combining the above estimates, the claim follows. |

Claim 5.3 (I"-derivatives) For the derivatives with respect to I" we have

2
(5-20) (W1, 0008 = 0) and (s, BTy = 1210 +o(i)
\/_|‘[ ||

Proof By the transformation formula (5-4) we have

bT _ y
(5-21) orv (y,r)—(1+b)rv,(1+b,(l+r)r).

Recall that the renormalized profile function evolves by

D?>v:(Dv® D 1
(5-22) v =gy D0 Dv@DY v 1
1 +|Dv|? 2w
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Together with integration by parts, this implies
(Vi xe@PT)drv®T )y

5-23
(5-23) (I+b)t ,

v o1 D“v:(Dv® Dv)

= (L0 WP Yi), v)se — (Vi xe WP = + = )) — (i, xe WD) ~ ,

2 v )y 1+ (D2 [y
where the function v is evaluated at (y /(1 4+ b), (1 + I")7) as usual.
We can rewrite the first term using the product rule in the form
(5-24) L) = xe@P LY + Yi(£ = D e @) + 2Dxe (0"T) DY
Arguing as above, and using also that £v; = §1;, this yields
(5-25) (LOe @), v)ae = (e h)d1i, v)s + O 710).
Next, we have to deal with the term

v 1 v 1
(5-26) (e T), v)ae— <w1 , m(v“)(— + —)> = <x<@(v“), 5= —> :
2 v/ 2 vy
To estimate this, we start with the algebraic identity
_ 2
(5-27) L Y/ T Gl £ f)
2 v
Using the tail bound (5-8) we see that
(5-28) (e = 1,v=v2)3 = 0(z|7'°),
and using (1, ¥, )3 = 0 and (5-15) we can estimate
K

(5-29) (1,v—+2)g < V2= > 0(—).

V81| 7|
Moreover, remembering that x¢(v) = 0 for v < i@ we infer that

—2)?
(5-30) (e, “=225) < S v = 01
£

Combining the above observations shows that

(5-31) (xe (T, v)ae —<w1,m(v“)(—

[N NI
+
S| =
N—
y
3

Il
Q
Z
o=
N—

Next, we have to deal with the term

(5-32) —<wz, xe(vPT) (g + %)> .
¥

To estimate this, we start with the algebraic identity

v 1 u u3
(5-33) —4—="24+———— where u=v—+2.
2 v V8 /8v
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Using in particular the tail bound (5-8) we see that

(5-34) (V2x6 ("), V2)5 = O(I7|719),
(5-35) (V2 (xe@PT) — 1), u?)5e = O(|7|710).
Also observe that
v3 K
(5-36) <1{y§4 or y=|z[1/100}, /2 (u2 — 8|12|2 ; =0 W .
On the other hand, abbreviating y := 1 {4<y<|z|1/100}, WE can estimate
V3 1/2 (5} 1/2 (5}

(5-37) KX Vs (u2 — <Ilxv, " (u— A u+ .

81712 M 2 VEILIVA P V8Iz]/ lle
To proceed, we set

~ V2
(5-38) w=u-+—-,
V3|

where 7 is truncated via the graphical radius p(t) = |t|'/1°. Note that

(5-39) ||u)||g€=0( ) and ||(8t_§£)w||%=0(|T|—101/100)'

K
|7l
Hence, arguing similarly as in the proof of Proposition 2.8 we infer that

(5-40) | Dw|s = O(ﬁ—').

Using also the weighted Poincaré inequality (2-11) this implies

o4 (s Gl = o)

and in particular via the triangle inequality this also implies

/2 WZ -1
(5-42) X, (u——)' = 0(7[™).
2 V8lTl/ lls
Together with (5-36) and (5-37), and with (15, wzz)gg = 8||y» |2, this yields
2 K
7|2 7|2
Moreover, using the graphical radius condition from (1-34) we see that
u’ 2 101
— —101/50

(5-44) '<1/f21{ys|r|l/loo}, 7>%‘ = C{|Y2l,u >%y£|?’fmo lul = O(|7] )-

Note also that we have the tail estimate
3
u _
(5-45) <¢2X<@(vbr)1{y2mu100}, 7> = 0(|z|719).
%
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Combining the above observations shows that

v 1 21> K
(5-46) —< , xe(WoT (— + _)> =— +0l— .
V2, xe(v”) 2T, NGEE BE
Moreover, using by Lemma 4.16 (derivative estimates) and (5-40) we can estimate
(5'47) (1{y5|1|1/100}, |Iﬂi||D2U||Dv|2)% = 0(|1’|1/50_5/2),
D?v:(Dv® Dv) _
(5-48) <1{y2|t|1/100}’ Vi xe(vT) & Do >% = 0(|z|7').

This shows that

D?v:(Dv® Dv) —124/50
(5-49) <vf-, Xe@P) = O(|z|~'24/%).
! 14+ |Dv|2 [y
Furthermore, observe that
(5-50) (Wi, 00 vg e = (Wi xe PP o + (i, v i P T)ar T Y,
(5-51) (Wi v X PT)orvP T = 0(I7710).
Combining the above estimates the claim follows. |

Finally, combining Claim 5.2 (b-derivatives) and Claim 5.3 (I"-derivatives) we conclude that
2 2

552 OO O 21 L2 o(i).
27| |7l

This proves the proposition. O

In the following continuity argument we need a family for which we know a priori that it depends
continuously on the parameters. Hence, instead of with the ancient ovals themselves we will actually
work with sequences of ellipsoidal flows that approximate the elements of the class $4°. Specifically, we
call a mean curvature flow M = {M;},>7 an ellipsoidal flow if its initial condition at some given time
T > —oo is given by an ellipsoid of the form

{2 {2
for some parameters a € (0, 1), £ < oo and R < oco. To relate to the notation from the introduction,
note that the flow Mte’a from (1-6) is an ellipsoidal flow with initial condition E(a, £, \/2A¢ 4) at time

4. @ 5 (=0 5 5 5 2
(5-53) E(a,t,R):={xeR": —x7 + Xy +x3+x; =R

Definition 5.4 (k-quadratic between 7y and 2t9) An ellipsoidal flow M = { M} };>7 is called k-quadratic
between 1y and 21y, if log(—T) > 2|1y, and

2
y-—4
(5-54) max |t]||ve(y, ,r)—\/i—i— <k,
2‘[05‘[§‘L’0| | I ¢ \/§|‘C| ¥
(5-55) max _|7["*°fv(-. ) = V2l cacp(o.afep/100y) < 1.
2t9<t=<T70 ’
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The Jacobian estimate at T = t also holds for ellipsoidal flows:

Corollary 5.5 (Jacobian estimate for ellipsoidal flows) There exist x > 0 and 7« > —oo with the
following significance. If an ellipsoidal flow A is k -quadratic between 1y and 2ty for some ty < T4, then

we have
(5-56) det(J Wy, (b, T)) >0
for all (b, T") with |t|?b% +T'2 < 100«2.

Proof Indeed, this follows by inspecting the above proof. |

Now, given k > 0 and T, 79 > —oo with log(—T) > 2|7/, set
(5-57) %,{ (to) :={M : M = {M;},;>T is an ellipsoidal flow that is 2x-quadratic between 7o and 27y }.

We equip %,{ (o) with the topology induced by the parametrization in terms of (a, £, R) € (0, 1) xR 4+ xR 4.
Of course, since the flow is well-posed, if the initial time slices are close, then later time slices are close

as well.

Proposition 5.6 (transformation map) There exist k > 0 and t« > —oo with the following significance.
Given any 1y < 14 and any T < —e™ 2%, there exist B = B(M) and y = y (M) depending continuously
onJ e %,{(To) such that the truncated renormalized profile function vcg’y of the transformed flow MA-Y
satisfies

24
(5-58) (1, vcg’y(ro) —V2)% =0 and <y2 —4, vé’y(ro) + 4 > =0
V8|7o| 5
Proof We will combine the above Jacobian estimate with a mapping degree argument. Since Jl is
2k -quadratic between ty and 27y, we have
y*—4
V8|10
Thus, using the transformation formula (5-4) and standard Gaussian tail estimates, for all (b,T") €
[=1/Izl. 1/1el]x [4. 3] we get
bl V22 y*—4

vg (1.9, 70) —V2—V2+ =

V8|t (1+T)
Hence, for ¥ > 0 small enough and 7y < 74« negative enough, the map ¥ is homotopic to

ly2> T )
,\/§|‘L’0|(1+F) ’

2K
<

(5-59) ve(y, ¢, 70) — V2 +

% |TO|.

10k
(5-60) <=

% |TO|'

(5-61) (b.T) > (ﬁnwl 125

when restricted to the boundary of the disc
(5-62) D :={(b,T) e R?:|7o)?*h? + T < 100x2},
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where the homotopy can be chosen through maps avoiding the origin. Hence,
(5-63) deg(V|p) = 1.

On the other hand, by Corollary 5.5 (Jacobian estimate for ellipsoidal flows), as long as we choose « > 0
small enough and 7y < 74 negative enough, we have

(5-64) det(J¥|p) > 0.

In particular, (0, 0) is a regular value. Recalling also that degree is given by counting the inverse images
according to the sign of their Jacobian, we thus infer that there exists a unique (b, I') € D such that
W (b, ') = 0. By uniqueness, (b, I'), and thus the corresponding (8, y), depends continuously on JL. This
finishes the proof of the proposition. |

Given k > 0 and 7y > —o0, we set

A is k-quadratic at time 70, and satisfies

_4
5-65 st (z0) i= 1. + L 22 y2_4) =o,
(5-65) (7o) < (v0) ﬂm y >%

and there exist N' € «° and B, y such that Al = NBY
We remind the reader that by the Z%—symmetry the function vig(ro), for A € ). (o) is automatically

orthogonal to the eigenfunctions y cos ¢, y sin ¢ and y? sin(2¢), and that by definition of being x-quadratic
at time 1o, we in particular have

(5-66) (v (o) = V2, ) =

Considering the spectral width ratio map

{uig' (v0), ¥* cos® g — 2)3¢
(v(79), y2 sin® @ — 2)y

we can now prove Theorem 1.14 (existence with prescribed spectral width ratio), which we restate here

(5-67) Rl (tg) > R, Mi>

in the following, technically sharper, form:

Theorem 5.7 (existence with prescribed spectral width ratio) There exist constants § > 0, k > 0 and
T4 > —oo with the following significance. For every 1o < 74 and every r € [(1 +8|to|™") ™!, 1 + 8|70 '],
there exists an A € (7o) that is a bubble-sheet oval and satisfies

(5-68) R(M) = 7.

Proof Our argument is related to [Choi et al. 2023, Proof of Theorem 4.11], but with some modifications,
since there is no Rado-type argument available in our setting. Fix constants 74« > —oo and k >k’ > 0
such that Proposition 5.6 (transformation map) and Theorem 2.9 (strong k-quadraticity) apply. Possibly
after decreasing 74, given any 7ty < 74, by the uniqueness result of symmetric ancient ovals from [Du and
Haslhofer 2021], we can assume that the O(2)x O(2)-symmetric oval M>™ is k’/100-quadratic at time 7o
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and satisfies

—4
5-69 om0 0 4> .
-6 < (%) ~/_|To| =0

Note also that R(M*Y™) = 1 thanks to the symmetry. Let § := «’/100. Our goal is to show given any
0 < &' < § that the image of ®: s4..(9) — R contains the points r+ = (1 4+ §'|7o| 1),

Fixing any sequence 7; — —o0o, denote by Jl, ; the ellipsoidal flow whose initial condition at (unrescaled)
time 7; is given by the ellipsoid
(5'70) Ea,i = E(a,ga,h Ra,i)a

where £, ; and R, ; are such that Jl,,; becomes extinct at (unrescaled) time 0 and satisfies
1 2
5-71 — eI gap) = Lo + 1062, R,

where © g2, g =4 /e < /27 /e = Og1,r2. Now, given any i > 1, consider all a € (0, 1) such that there
exist some B4,; and y,,; such that the transformed flow M := A/Laﬂ“i""y“'i is k’-quadratic at time 7, and
satisfies the orthogonality condition

(5-72) <v (t0) + 2 —4 Y —4>
€ x/_|fo|’ =0

Claim 5.8 (compactness) We have limsup;_, o, sup,(|Ba,i| + |Va.i]) < o00.

Proof To begin with, since the transformed flow .L{ is k’-quadratic at time 7o, by comparison with
the round shrinking sphere and the round shrinking bubble-sheet we see that the absolute value of its
(unrescaled) extinction time is bounded by some ¢ = c(tg). Together with the fact that the untransformed
flow Jl,,; becomes extinct at (unrescaled) time 0, this yields

(5-73) |Basil <c.

To establish the bound for y,,; for any given i >> 1 and a, we consider the flow M= J(/Lﬂ «>0 and analyze
Huisken’s monotone quantity [1990],

(5-74) ) = / eG4 (),
M

2 4mr?

at dyadic annuli of scales r; = 2/, where j € Z. By the equality case of the monotonicity formula,
if O(rj41) —O(rj—1) = 0 then M is selfsimilarly shrinking at scale ;. Upgrading this to a quantitative
rigidity statement, via a standard contradiction argument similarly as in [Cheeger et al. 2013, Proof of
Lemma 3.2], for any ¢ > 0 we can find a § > 0 such that if ©@(rj 1) — ©O(rj_;) < § then M is e-close at
scale r; to a selfsimilarly shrinking noncollapsed hypersurface. Recall also that the only selfsimilarly
shrinking noncollapsed hypersurfaces in R* are the flat plane, the round shrinking sphere, and the round
shrinking neck and the round shrinking bubble-sheet, and that the value of Huisken’s quantity for these
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four solutions are ordered by size. Moreover, note that by (5-71) and (5-73) there is some Ry < oo,
independent of i >> 1 and a, such that
(5-75) O(Ro) = 10g51,r2 + 20 g2,5.

Hence, by quantitative differentiation, similarly as in [Cheeger et al. 2013, Proof of Lemma 3.2], given
any € > 0 we can find an integer J < oo, independent of i 3> 1 and a, such that for all j > J the flow M
is e-close at scale r; to the round shrinking bubble-sheet. Now, choosing & = &(7) small enough, if y, ;
was very negative, then we would obtain a contradiction with the orthogonality condition (5-72). This
proves that y, ; is bounded below.

Finally, if y,,; was very large, then by a similar argument the flow /L at (renormalized) time 7o would
be very close to a blowup limit of Jl, ;, which would again violate (5-72). This shows that y, ; is also
bounded above, and thus concludes the proof of the claim. O

Now, for each fixed i >> 1, consider the largest interval [a;, b;] containing % such that for every a € [a;, b;]
there exist some By, Ya,i such that the transformed flow JI/L? = A/Laﬁ:’i’i’y"’i
(i) is x’-quadratic at time T,
(i) satisfies the orthogonality condition (5-72),
(iii) and we have!? that R(ME) € [r—, r+].

Note that such a largest interval indeed exists thanks to Claim 5.8 (compactness), and is nonempty since it
contains a = % thanks to [Du and Haslhofer 2021]. Also, note that by the Z,-symmetry from swapping y{
and y,, we have

(5-76) b;i =1—a;.
Moreover, observe that
(5-77) a; >0,

since 7; and 7 are fixed and thus, remembering also Claim 5.8 (compactness), for a very close to 0 the
orthogonally condition (5-72) cannot hold.

In general it is not obvious whether or not /Mt depends continuously on a, since the parameters Bg,;
and y, ; might be nonunique. However, fortunately we can locally construct a continuous family satisfying
the orthogonality condition (5-72) as follows. Given any a; € [a;, b;], note that Jl/t?i is an ellipsoidal flow
with initial condition

(5-78) E; = E@;. t;,e"/?R;) attime T; =¥ T; + Bi,
where we abbreviated
(5-79) Bi=PBa.i and ¥i=vya.i.

136 be clear, the definitions of «’-quadraticity and the width ratio map % for ellipsoidal flows are verbatim the same as for
ancient bubble-sheet ovals.
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Now, by Theorem 2.9 (strong k-quadraticity) and Corollary 2.10 (full rank), for 7 large enough ./(/L?i is
%K—quadratic between 7y and 279. We consider

(5-80) Mgy = BT
Note that Ji7ta,i is an ellipsoidal flow with initial condition
(5-81) Eqi=E(a ;,e%i/2R;) attime T},

and that it is 2«x-quadratic between ty and 27, provided « is sufficiently close to a;. Hence, applying
Proposition 5.6 (transformation map) in a neighborhood of @; we get a continuous family

(5-82) ars A%f;-"’7“~"

that satisfies the orthogonality condition (5-72), where we abbreviated

(5-83) Bai:=Pllas) and o=y (llas)-

Finally, remembering (5-80) we can rewrite this continuous family as

(5-84) ars b7 Buisbit s,

In particular, considering this continuous family around a; = % it follows that

(5-85) aj < 3.

Claim 5.9 (saturation) For all large i we have

(5-86) RMTT) € {r—,rq .

Proof By definition of ¢; and the above construction of a continuous family near a; = a;, either condition
(i) or condition (iii) must be saturated. Suppose towards a contradiction condition (i) is saturated for

increasingly high values of 7, ie that at least one of the weak inequalities

!/

(5-87) A7 )= N2+ yio4l _ x

- Vg yv(p7‘[0 - —= 7 |
¢ V8|7l llse ~ 170l

(5-88) sup o] (-, 7) = V2l capo,apepiiony < 1,

t€[270,70]
is an equality. After passing to a subsequence the Jl/L?i converge to an ancient noncollapsed flow i, whose

tangent flow at —oo is given by (1-1), which is SO(2)-symmetric in the x3x4-plane centered at the origin,
and which satisfies the inequalities (5-87) and (5-88) as well as the centering conditions

(5-89) P+ (v (1) — v2) =0,
24
(5-90) <M+y—, 2—4> —0.
K VALY g %

Thus, by Corollary 2.10 (full rank) our limit Jl is a bubble-sheet oval, and by Theorem 2.9 (strong

|1/10

k-quadraticity), it is strongly x-quadratic from time 7. In particular, p(7) = |t is an admissible
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graphical radius function for v < 7y, so inequality (5-88) is a strict inequality for i large enough. Thus, it
must be the case that

K/

y*—4
V8| o]

On the other hand, provided 7y < 74 is sufficiently negative, by Lemma 2.7 (quantitative Merle—Zaag

(5-91) vl (v, 0. 10) — V2 +

9 |TO|'

type estimate) we have

K/

M
(5-92) [p—(vig (z0))l5e < T00]70]

and by the orthogonality condition from equation (5-90), together with the facts that (v;g, 2 sin(2¢))5 =0
and R(M) € [r—, r4], we have

2 ’
y-—4 106
(5-93) ‘ po(vi(ro)) — V2 + <—.
¢ V8l 3¢ ~ 170l
Since §’ < ﬁk’ , this contradicts (5-91), and thus proves the claim. O

To conclude, by Claim 5.9 (saturation) and the Z,-symmetry from swapping y; and y; it must be the
case that

(5-94) (R RAMI)} = {r—. 14},

Hence, passing to subsequential limits, we get ancient noncollapsed mean curvature flows Jl+, whose
tangent flow at —oo is given by (1-1), that are SO(2)-symmetric in the x3x4-plane centered at the origin,
and satisfy

2

M ye—4

(5-95) <v 4 LY —4> =0 and R(My)=r4,
h \/§|‘L’0| 9

and that are x’-quadratic at time 7. In particular, by Corollary 2.10 (full rank) the flows Jl+ are bubble-
sheet ovals, and hence, remembering also that they are obtained as limits of transformed ellipsoidal flows,
and that k" < k, they belong to the class /(7). We have thus showed that the image of R : . (t9) — R

contains the points r4. This proves the theorem. a

5.2 Conclusion of the proof

In this subsection, we conclude the proof of the main theorem.

Given any bubble-sheet oval M = {M,} in R* (with coordinates chosen as usual) and parameters o € R?,
BeR,yeRand ¢ €]0,2r), we set

(5-96) MEBYE = (V2R (M =y (1) — @)},

where the translation by « is understood to be in the xx;-plane, and Ry denotes rotation by ¢ in the
X1Xz-plane centered at the origin.

Geometry & Topology, Volume 29 (2025)



Classification of bubble-sheet ovals in R* 1009

Proposition 5.10 (orthogonality) For any bubble-sheet oval M in R* and any « > 0, there exists a

constant tx = 1« (M, k) > —oo with the following significance. For every 1y < t«, there exist « € R2,

B €R,y eR and ¢ € [0,27) such that the truncated renormalized profile function vfé’ﬁ Y of the

transformed flow M%P-Y-¢ satisfies

(5-97) (v%’ﬂ’y’(p(ro), y2 sin(2¢))ge =0 and <v<(g o.B, y¢(ro) + —4 2 4> =0,
~/_ |T0| %

and such that M%PY9 is k-quadratic at time t¢, in particular

(5-98) Py WP (1) - V2) =0

Proof We will solve four equations using a degree argument similarly as in [Angenent et al. 2020,
Section 7], and solve the remaining fifth equation using basic linear algebra. For convenience, we set

—1n(1 T
(5-99) a=ea, b= Tper—1, r=r=dTh)
T
Then
R_ _
(5-100) V@Y () 1) = (1 +b)v(%b“’ i+ F)T).

Our first goal is, given any ¢ € [0, 27r), to find a suitable zero of the map

bT

(ycosg, vfé F¢ —V2)%

(ysing. v’ — V)
(V2 =40+ (2 =4/ (VBlTD)u
To this end, observe that the vector space spanned by the eigenfunctions
(5-102) Yo=1. Y1 =ycosp, Y2=ysing,
as well as the eigenfunction
(5-103) 3 =y—4,

are SO(2)-invariant. Hence, if (a, b, T) is a solution of ¥%(a, b, ') =0, it actually solves pé (a,b,T)=0
for all ¢ € [0, 27). To proceed, we need:

(5-101) W (a,b,T) =

Claim 5.11 (transformation estimate) For every x > 0 there exists T« = T« (M, k) > —o0 such that for
all T <ty and all (a,b,T) €[—-1,1? x[-1/|z|, 1/|7]] x [—%, %], we have
Vo abT’0 |a|2 K
(5-104) ‘< b0 _ o) —(V2b - < ,
Ivoll?" i VBlr|(1+1) /| 7 500]]
Vi abro f> 2a; K
, U 2 - S )
<||1/f,||2 ¢ % /8|t|(1+T)|~ 500|7|

& abTo  J —4> r K
5-106 , < .
( : Kllwsll2 v «/_Irl V8|t|(1+T) |~ 500]7|
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Proof By [Du and Haslhofer 2024, Proposition 6.2 and Section 2.2], for any k" > 0 there exists 7, > —00
such that Jl is strongly k’-quadratic from time 7. In particular, for all T < 7, we have

2 !

y oAl K

N Pl

Since (a, b, ") are in the given rectangle, using (5-100) this implies

(5-107) ve(y1, 2, 7) = V2 +

2 1 2a
5.108) vT0 — /34 y/2p— — 14 - 24y — L
C-109 v Aearn waaen VT Baaen’

4 2ay ysin(p—i-O(K/)
VBlt|(1+T) |7

in ¥-norm. Choosing k" < &, together with standard Gaussian tail estimates, the claim follows. a

Now, by Claim 5.11 (transformation estimate), for ¥ > 0 small enough, for every 7y < 74, the map W°
restricted to the boundary of

(5-109) Dy :={(a.b,T) e R*: |a|® + |zo|*h* + T'? < 1002}

is homotopic to the injective map

(5-110) (a,b T)H(«/Elhﬁollzb— [Vol?lal®  _ 2[v1]%a AR )

V8ltol(1+T) V/8lz|(1+ 1) V8lgol(1+T)

through maps from 3D, to R*\ {0}. The map W° from the full ball to R* has therefore degree one.
Hence, there exists (a,b,T") € D solving ¥°(a,b,T") = 0. Remembering the above discussion, this
actually solves

(5-111) W(a,b,T)=0 forall ¢.

Finally, observe that

(5-112) (y?sin(2¢), vfébr"’(ro))ge = (»%sin(2(¢ + ¢)), v (1)) 5.
Hence, choosing ¢ € [0, 27r) such that

cos(2¢) (y? sin(29). v (z0))a | _
(5-113) (sin(2¢) ) . ((y2 cos(2¢), U(%bro(fo))%) ="

we can obtain a solution of the remaining fifth equation
(5-114) (12 sin(20), v (9)) = 0.

Noting also that by the above estimates the transformed flow MEB-v-¢ ig k-quadratic at time 7, this
finishes the proof of the proposition. O

We can now prove Theorem 1.3 (classification of bubble-sheet ovals):

Geometry & Topology, Volume 29 (2025)
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Proof of Theorem 1.3 Let Jil! be a bubble-sheet oval in R*. As always, we work in coordinates such
that the tangent flow at —oo is given by (1-1) and such that the SO(2)-symmetry is in the x3x4-plane
centered at the origin. By Proposition 5.10 (orthogonality), given any «’ > 0 and 7y < 74(M!, k) after a
suitable space—time transformation we can assume that the truncated renormalized profile function U<@
of M! satisfies

2
(5-115) (v (w0). ¥ sin(20))x =0 and <v<@ (r0) + =2 32 —4> =0,
\/_|T0| %

and such that M! is k’-quadratic at time 7; in particular,
(5-116) py (il (z0) = V2) = 0.

Let § > 0, k > 0, 74 > —o0 be constants such that Theorem 1.14 (existence with prescribed spectral width
ratio) and Theorem 1.12 (spectral uniqueness) apply. Possibly after decreasing 7, and choosing x’ < §
we can arrange that

(5-117) IR —1] < %

Thus, by Theorem 1.14 (existence with prescribed spectral width ratio) there exists a bubble-sheet oval .2,
that up to transformation belongs to the class ${°, that satisfies

2
5-118 ——y2—4) =0,
( ) <v<6 (‘CO)+ \/§|T0| y >%
(5-119) R(M?) = R(MD),

and that is k-quadratic at time tp; in particular,
(5-120) ps (vl (r9) — V2) = 0.
Recall also that by construction we have

(5-121) (i (ro), y? sin(20) )3 =

Hence, we can apply Theorem 1.12 (spectral uniqueness) to conclude that the bubble-sheet ovals (! and
M? coincide. We have thus shown that any bubble-sheet oval in R* belongs, up to parabolic rescaling
and space—time rigid motion, to the oval class #°. This proves the theorem. |

Finally, let us explain how the corollaries follow:

Proof of Corollary 1.4 By general theory [White 2003; Haslhofer and Kleiner 2017] all blowup limits
of mean-convex mean curvature flow of 3-dimensional hypersurfaces are ancient noncollapsed flows
in R4, in particular smooth and convex until they become extinct. Moreover, by the quoted references for
any ancient noncollapsed flow .l in R* the tangent flow at —oo is either (i) a round shrinking sphere, or
(i1) a round shrinking neck, or (iii) a round shrinking bubble-sheet, or (iv) a static plane.

Geometry & Topology, Volume 29 (2025)
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In case (i), it follows from Huisken’s classical roundness estimate [1984] that the flow J itself is a round
shrinking S3. In case (iv), by the equality case of Huisken’s monotonicity formula [1990], the flow .l
itself must be a static R3. In case (ii), by the work of Brendle and Choi [2019; 2021] and Angenent,
Daskalopoulos and Sesum [Angenent et al. 2020], the flow .l is, up to scaling and rigid motion, either
the round shrinking R x S2, or the rotationally symmetric 3d-bowl or the rotationally symmetric 3d-oval
from [White 2003].

We can thus assume from now on that we are in case (iii). We consider three subcases according to the
rank of the bubble-sheet matrix Q:

e Ifrk(Q) =0, then by [Du and Haslhofer 2024, Theorem 1.2], which has been obtained as a consequence
of the no-ancient-wings theorem from [Choi et al. 2024], the flow .l must be either a round shrinking
R? x S! or a translating R x 2d-bowl.

e Ifrk(Q) =1, and if A does not split off a line then it is strictly convex by Hamilton’s tensor maximum
principle [Hamilton 1986], and if Al does split off a line then up to scaling and rigid motion it is R x 2d-oval
by [Angenent et al. 2020].

e Ifrk(Q) = 2, then by Theorem 1.3 (classification of bubble-sheet ovals), the flow .l is, up to scaling
and rigid motion, either the O(2)x O(2)-symmetric 3d-oval from [Haslhofer and Hershkovits 2016], or
belongs to the one-parameter family of Z%x O(2)-symmetric 3d-ovals from [Du and Haslhofer 2021]. O

Proof of Corollary 1.5 By [Choi et al. 2024; Du and Haslhofer 2024] there are no compact solutions
with tk(Q) = 0, and by a result of Choi and Haslhofer [2024] there are no compact solutions with
rk(Q) = 1, either.

Consider the canonical map ¢: s§° — ¥ that sends any Jl € A° to its equivalence class [M] € ¥. By
Theorem 1.3 (classification of bubble-sheet ovals) and the above, the map ¢ is well-defined and surjective.
Suppose now that g(AM1) = ¢(J,). Then, by definition of our equivalence relation, .l, is obtained
from M by a space—time rigid motion and parabolic dilation. Since all elements at of the class s{°
become extinct at the origin at time zero, there cannot be any nontrivial space—time translation, and
thanks to the condition that the Huisken density at time —1 equals (4/e + \/m) /2 there cannot be
any nontrivial parabolic dilation either. So Jl, is obtained from .il; by a rotation R € SO(4). Since the
rotation fixes the tangent flow at —oo, the rotation must be of the form R = R, R34, where R;; is a
rotation in the x;x;-plane. Moreover, since R34 acts trivially thanks to the SO(2)-symmetry, we can
assume R = Ry,. To proceed, let us consider the spectral width matrix

(vl (z0), y*cos? 9 =2 (" (x0), 2 sin(20) )
(™ (r0), 2 sing))u (vl (xo), y? sin® o — 2>%) ’

where B, y are chosen such that the orthogonality conditions (5-58) hold. Note that W (.t) is diagonal for

any J € «° thanks to the Z%—symmetry, If W (AMy) is a multiple of the identity matrix, then applying

(5-122) W) = (
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Theorem 1.12 (spectral uniqueness) we see that Jl; = Jl, is the unique SO(2)xSO(2)-symmetric
bubble-sheet oval, and if W (M) has two distinct eigenvalues then, taking also into account again the
Z%—symmetry, we see that either WM, = Jl; or Jl; is obtained from Jl; by a rotation by /2. This shows
that the induced map ¢: 4°/Z, — % is bijective. Hence, by definition of the quotient topology, the map g
is a homeomorphism.

To conclude, given any Jl € s4°, we can choose suitable ¥k > 0, 79 > —o0 and 8, y such that setting
M := MBY and r := R(M'), we have M’ € 4, (o) and (1 + 8|zo|™1) ™! < r < 14 8|ro|~". We equip
o). (to) with the smooth topology. Then, by Theorem 1.12 (spectral uniqueness) and Theorem 1.14
(existence with prescribed spectral width ratio) there exists an open neighborhood $' C ] (7o) of
M’ such that the restricted width ratio map %R|y is a homeomorphism from $’ to an open interval
containing r. Furthermore, possibly after decreasing the intervals, arguing as in the proof of Theorem 1.14
(existence with prescribed spectral width ratio) we can find a homeomorphism from $’ to an open
neighborhood $ C #° of Al. This shows that every Jl € s4° has a neighborhood homeomorphic to an
open interval. Similarly, given any two elements i, M, € A°, we can choose suitable ¥ > 0, g > —0c0
and B;,y; for i = 1,2 such that setting M} := J(/L?"’y" and r; := R(M}), we have M € s, (t9) and
(14 8]to|™H™! <r; <14 68|t9|~!. We can assume without loss of generality that r; < r,. Then, by
Theorem 1.12 (spectral uniqueness) and Theorem 1.14 (existence with prescribed eccentricity), the map
[0, 1] — % given by s > [R™!(sr; 4 (1 — 5)r,)] is a continuous path in ¥ from [it;] to [M]. This shows
that & is connected. Observing also that & is Hausdorff and second countable, we thus conclude that
X ~ A° /7, is homeomorphic to a half-open interval. m|
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