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In this paper conditions are obtained under which two
closed homotopic embeddings of a locally compact separable
metric space into a separable metric manifold modeled on the
Hilbert cube are ambient isotopic,

1. Introduction. A Fréchet manifold (or F-manifold) is a
separable metric space admitting an open cover by sets homeomorphic
to s, the countable infinite product of open intervals (—1,1). A
Hilbert cube manifold (or Q-manifold) is a separable metric space
admitting an open cover by sets homeomorphic to open subsets of
the Hilbert cube I=, which we represent as the countable infinite
product of closed intervals [—1, 1].

A subset K of a space X is a Z-set provided that K is closed
and for every nonnull homotopically trivial (i.e., all homotopy groups
are trivial) open set U in X, U\K is nonnull and homotopically
trivial. In [1] Anderson introduced Z-sets and proved that if K,, K,
are Z-sets in X = I~ or s and % is a homeomorphism of K, onto K,
then % can be extended to a homeomorphism of X onto itself.

Z-sets occur quite naturally in I=; indeed it is known that any
compact subset of s is a Z-set in s or I=, any compact subset of
I=\s is a Z-set in I=, and any relatively closed subset of s is a
Z-set in s if and only if its closure in I= is a Z-set in I=. More
generally it is known that any compact subset of any F-manifold is
a Z-set and any closed subset of a complete metric space is a Z-set
if it is a countable union of Z-sets. In [2] it is shown that a closed
subset K of an F-manifold X is a Z-set if and only if K is metrically
negligible, i.e., for each ¢> 0 there is a homeomorphism #: X — X\K
which satisfies d(k, id,) < e. (id, is the identity mapping on X and
all homeomorphisms are onto.) Also Z-sets in I~ have been widely
used in constructing homeomorphisms on manifolds, and there are
other instances in which Z-sets have been used to extend homeo-
morphisms. Let (X, X’) be a pair of F-manifolds or Q-manifolds
with X' a closed collared subset of X (collared in the sense of
Brown). Then (X, X’) may be considered as a manifold-with-boundary,
X'’ being the boundary. It is known and easy to prove that X’ is
a Z-set in X. Thus a study of Z-sets in manifolds includes a study
of boundaries of manifolds. Homeomorphism extension theorems for
Z-sets imply homeomorphism extension theorems for manifolds-with-
boundary.
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In [3] the homeomorphism extension result of [1] was generalized
to F-manifolds by proving that if X is an F-manifold, K, and K,
are Z-sets in X, and % is a homeomorphism of K, onto K, which is
homotopic in X to the identity on K,, then there exists an ambient
isotopy G of X onto itself such that G, is the identity on X and
G.| K, = h,.. (By ambient isotopy we mean that each level is onto).
It is obvious that an isotopic homeomorphism extension property for
F-manifolds requires the property that the homeomorphism be homo-
topic to the identity.

An isotopy F: X x I—Y is said to be an invertible ambient
isotopy provided that F' is ambient and F'*: X x I— Y x I, defined
for each ¢t by F*(x,t) = (F(z, t),t), is a homeomorphism. In the
extension theorem of [3] cited above, it was not asserted that G be
invertible, but it is obvious that the argument given there does
allow one to conclude that it is invertible.

It is the purpose of this paper to obtain an analogue for @-manifolds
of the result cited above as established in [3]. A continuous fune-
tion f: X— Y is proper provided that the inverse image of each
compact subset of Y is compact. A homotopy F: X xI—Y is
proper provided that the map F' is proper. The most general homeo-
morphism extension theorem we obtain for @-manifolds is given in
Theorem 6.1 of this paper, but we state a weaker version of it
below.

THEOREM. Let X be a Q-manifold, A be a locally compact
separable metric space, and let f and g be embeddings of A into X
such that f(A) and g(A) are Z-sets. Then there exists an invertible
ambient isotopy G of X onto itself such that G, = id and Gyof = g if
and only if f and g are properly homotopic.

We remark that if A is compact, then we can drop the require-
ment that the homotopy be proper.

COROLLARY 1. Let X be a Q-manifold, A be a compact metric
space, and let f and g be embeddings of A imto X such that f(A)
and g(A) are Z-sets. Then there exists an invertible ambient isotopy
G of X onto itself and that G, = 1id and Gpof =g if and only of f
and g are homotopic.

We also show that for manifolds which admit half-open interval
factors [0, 1), we can also drop the requirement that the homotopy
be proper.

COROLLARY 2. Let X be a Q-mamnifold, A be a locally compact
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separable metric space, and let f and g be embeddings of A into
X x [0,1) such that f(A) and G(A) are Z-sets. Then there exists an
invertible ambient isotopy G of X x [0, 1) onto itself such that G, = id
and G.of =g if and only if f and g are homotopic.

In § 5 we give an example to show the distinction between the
use of homotopies and proper homotopies for (locally-compact) Q-
manifolds. However, the restriction to proper homotopies is not a
serious philosophical restriction, because for locally compact spaces the
maps one constructs in natural ways are proper. Indeed, proper
maps and proper homotopies seem to provide a suitable framework
for studying locally compact (but not compact) spaces.

Even though the statement of the extension theorem given in
this paper for @-manifolds is similar to the corresponding theorem
established in [3] for F-manifolds, the proof is quite different. This
is due in large part to the open embedding theorem of David
W. Henderson [7], which says that every F-manifold can be embedded
as an open subset of s.

The extension theorem of [3] was obtained by applying the open
embedding theorem of [7], replacing the given homotopy by one in
which all the fibers are parallel in one coordinate direction, and then
using motions only in this one direction for the extension. Un-
fortunately not all Q-manifolds can be embedded as open subsets of
I=, nor does there appear to he a weaker version of an open
embedding theorem that would help.

The extension theorem of [3] has been done with an “estimation”
on the extension, i.e., if the given homotopy is “close” to the
identity, then the ambient isotopy can be constructed “close” to the
identity, where “close” will be made precise in the next section. In
Theorem 6.1 we also obtain an estimation on the extension.

In a forthcoming paper, On the structure of Hilbert cube manifolds,
the second author will use the results of this paper to establish
some representation and characterization theorems concerning @-
manifolds.

2. Preliminaries. For each integer n >0 we let W) =
{(w)elI>|x, =1} and W, = {(z;)eI~|x, = —1}, where we use the
representation I~ = Iz I, with I, =[—1,1]. We call Wi and W,
endslices of I*. The pseudo-boundary of I= is defined to be B(I*) =
I=\s. It follows routinely from the apparatus in [1] that any finite
union of endslices of I~ is a Z-set in =,

A subset U of I~ is said to be a basic open subset of I= provided
that U = Il J;, where each .J; is a connected open subset of I, and
J; = I, for all but finitely many values of 7. It is then clear that
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we may regard Cl(U) as a Hilbert cube, hence Bd (U) is a finite
union of endslices of Cl (U). (For any space X and AcC X, Cl, (4)
denotes the closure of 4 and Bdy (4) denotes the boundary of A.
Whenever no ambiguity results we will suppress the subsecript X).

Let % be an open cover for a space Y. Maps f and g of a
space X into Y are said to be Z/-close provided that for each ze X,
there is an element of % containing both f(x) and g(x). A homotopy
F: X x I—Y is said to be limited by Z if for each xe X, F({x} x I)
is contained in some member of Z. By St* (%) we will mean the
n™ star of the cover %/, defined inductively as follows: St* (%) = %
and St**' (%) is the collection of all sets of the form GU(U{U| Ue %,
UnG =+ @), for GeSt" (%).

We will have need to consider proper maps between locally
compact separable metric spaces. In this case there are two results
we will find useful in the sequel. The proofs are elementary.

LeMMA 2.1. Let X and Y be locally compact separable metric
spaces and let f: X — Y be proper. Then f(X) is closed.

LemMmA 2.2. Let X and Y be locally compact separable metric
spaces. Then there is an open cover ZZ of Y such that if 1 X—Y
is a proper map and g: X — Y is a continuous function such that f
and g are Z/-close, then g is also propér.

A subset K of I= is said to have infinite deficiency provided
that for each of infinitely many different coordinate directions, K
projects onto a single interior point of that interval. It is shown in
[4] that if X is any Q-manifold, then X and X x I~ are homeo-
morphic. This result was used in [6] to obtain the following charac-
terization of Z-sets in @-manifolds.

LEMMA 2.83. Let X be a Q-manifold and let K be a closed subset
of X. Then K is a Z-set if and only if there is a homeomorphism
h: X — X X I* such that T,-(h(K)) has infinite deficiency.

We can use Lemma 2.8 to obtain an easy proof of the somewhat
stronger result.

LEMMA 2.4. Let X be a Q-manifold and let K be a Z-set in X.
Then there is a homeomorphism h: X — X x I* such that h(x) =
(x, (0,0, --+)), for all x€ K.

Proof. Using Lemma 2.3 there is a homeomorphism f: X — X x I~
such that f(IK)c X x {(0,0, ---)}. Let g:I*—I=x I* be a homeo-
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morphism such that ¢((0,0, --+)) = ((0, 0, +-+), (0,0, --.)). Then the
composition of the following homeomorphisms gives A.
XTI x 1=  x o 1- 2 x g
A cover % of a space X is said to be star-finite provided that
the closure of each element of % intersects the closures of only

finitely many other members of 4. There is a useful convergence
procedure from [5] that we list next.

LEMMA 2.5. Let X be any space and let Z be any countable
star-finite open cover of X. Then we may order Zz as {U}, such
that if {h)2, 1s any sequence of homeomorphisms of X omnto itself
satisfying h;| X\U,=1d, for all 1>0, then {h;oh;_o «-- h}5, converges
pointwise to a homeomorphism of X onto itself. (We write LIIT h;
Sor the pointwise limit of {h;o++-oh}) .

We shall need a mapping replacement theorem that has been
established in [3]. We list it below.

LEMMA 2.6. Let A be a topologically complete separable metric
space, X be an F-manifold, B be a closed subset of A, and let
frA— X be a continuous function such that f|B is a homeomorphism
of B onto a Z-set in X. If Z 1is any open cover of X, then there
exists a homeomorphism h of A onto a Z-set in X such that h is
Z/~close to f and h|B = f|B.

3. Replacing mappings with embeddings. We will need to
replace mappings with homeomorphisms that are “close” to the
mappings. These results are established in Theorem 3.1 and 3.2
below. An analogous result for F-manifolds is stated in Lemma 2.6
above.

THEOREM 3.1. Let X be a Q-manifold, 72 be an open cover of
X, A be a locally compact separable metric space, and let B be a
closed subset of A. If fi A— X is any proper map such that f| B
18 o homeomorphism of B onto a Z-set in X, them there 1s an
embedding g: A — X such that g(A) is @ Z-set, g|B = f| B, and ¢ is
St (Z)-close to f.

Proof. Using Lemma 2.3 there is a homeomorphism 7: X—X x I=
such that A(f(B)) € X x {0}, where 0 = (0,0, --.)e I=. Using Lemmas
2.1 and 2.2 we can clearly obtain an embedding @: X X I*— X X s
such that (X x I=) is closed in X x I*, @ is h(%)-close t0 idyy =,
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and @ | X x {0} = 1d.

Thus @ohof: A — X x I* is a proper map, Pohof(A) is h(Z')-close
to hof, and @ohof|B = hof|B. Now @ohof(B) is a closed subset
of X x s which is o-compact. Since X x s is obviously an F-manifold
and each compact subset of an F-manifold is a Z-set, we conclude
that @ohof(B) is a Z-set in X X s.

Note that A is a topologically complete separable metric space.
Thus for each open cover 7 of X x I= there is, by Lemma 2.6, a
homeomorphism 6 of A onto a Z-set in X x s such that | B = hef| B
and 6 is “-close to ®ohof. Since 7" is arbitrary we can require
that 6(A) be closed in X x I, hence a Z-set in X x I=, and 6 be
% )-close to @ohof. Clearly g = h™06: A — X is a homeomorphism of
A onto a Z-set in X such that g|B = f|B and ¢ is St (Z)-close to f.

It is easy to produce examples to show that the assumption that
S be proper is necessary in the preceding theorem. For example let
A=(—-1,1), B={0}, X=I~, and let f: A— X be defined by f(x) = 0,
for all xe A. Clearly A cannot be embedded as a closed subset of X.

Even though there are examples which show the necessity of
assuming f to be proper in Theorem 3.1, there are a large class of
Q-manifolds for which this assumption is not necessary. We will
first need a preliminary result.

LemMMA 3.1. Let X be a Q-manifold, Fc X x [0,1) be a Z-set,
and let A, B be disjoint closed subsets of F. Then there exist «
Z-set K in X x [0,1) such that ACK, KN(F\4) =, and a
homeomorphism f: (X x [0, D)\K — X x [0, 1) such that f|B = id.

Proof. It follows from Lemma 2.4 that there is a homeomorphism
h: X x[0,1) — X x [0,1) x [0,1] such that A(x) = (z,1/2), for all
xeF. Let a:[0,1) x[0,1]—]0,1) x [0,1) be a homeomorphism
such that «a|[0,1) x {1/2} =id. Then 4d x a: X x [0,1) x [0, 1] —
X x [0,1) x [0,1) is a homeomorphism satisfying (id X @)oh(z) =
(x, 1/2), for all xec F.

Put K' = A x [1/2,1), which is a Z-set in X x [0,1) x [0, 1)
containing A x {1/2} and missing (F\A4) x {1/2}. It is clear that
there is a homeomorphism f’: (X x [0, 1) x [0, D))\K'— X x'[0, 1) x [0, 1)
such that /' | B x {1/2} = id. Then put f = ((id X a)oh) ™ of o(id X @)oh
and K = ((id X a)oh)™(K') to fulfill our requirements.

THEOREM 3.2. Let X be a Q-manifold, A be a locally compact
separable metric space, and let BC A be a closed set. If f: A—X x [0, 1)
is any continuous function such that f|B is a homeomorphism of B
onto a Z-set in X x [0, 1), then there is an embedding g: A — X x [0, 1)
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such that g(A) is a Z-set and g| B = f| B.

Proof. Using the idea contained in the proof of Theorem 3.1
let i X x[0,1)— X x[0,1) x I* be a homeomorphism such that
MAB)X x[0,1) x {0} and let ¢: X x [0,1) Xx [*— X x [0,1) X s
be an embedding such that @ | X x [0, 1) x {0} = id. Then @ohof: A—
X x[0,1) xs is a continuous function such that @ochof|B is a
homeomorphism of B onto a Z-set in X x {0,1) x s. Using Lemma
2.6 there is a homeomorphism ¢ of A onto a Z-set in X x [0,1) X s
such that 0 | B = hef| B.

Since A is locally compact we can prove that F' = Cl(0(A4))\0(4)
is closed in X x [0, 1) x I, where closure is taken in X x [0, 1) x I~
It is also easy to show that F'is a Z-set in X X [0, 1) x I~

Using Lemma 3.1 there exist a Z-set K< X x [0,1) X I~ such
that Fc K, KN (Cl6(AN\F) = @, and a homeomorphism

a (X x[0,) x I"\K—X x][0,1) x I~
such that « | hof(B) = id. Then g = h~'oaod fulfills our requirements.

4. A preliminary homeomorphism extension theorem. In
this section we obtain a homeomorphism extension theorem
(Theorem 4.1) for Q@-manifolds which is applicable only in special
cases. We will use this in the next section for a more general
version.

If f and g are embeddings of a space A into a space X, then
by the induced homeomorphism of f(A) onto g(4) we mean the
homeomorphism @: f(A) — g(A) defined by @ = gof .

We will need the following preliminary result.

LEmMma 4.1. Let X be a Q-manifold and let fiI—X be an
embedding such that f(I) is a Z-set. Then there is an embedding
h: I — X such that h(I=\W}) is an open subset of X containing f(I).

Proof. We first show that there is a ¢de(0,1) such that for
each t€[0,0], there is a homeomorphism of X onto itself which
takes f(I) onto f([¢, 1]).

It is clear that there is a basic open subset U of I~ and an
embedding ¢':Cl(U) — X such that ¢'(U) is an open subset of X
containing f(0). We may treat Cl(U) as a Hilbert cube and regard
Bd (U) as a finite union of endslices of Cl(U). By choosing a subset
of U, if necessary, we can, without loss of generality, assume further
that Bd (U) is homeomorphic to I=. Thus there is an embedding
g: I — X such that g(I=\W7) is an open subset of X containing f(0).
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This follows from the homeomorphism extension theorem of [1].
Choose d€(0,1) so that f([0, 20]) Cc g(I=\W}). We show that
there is a homeomorphism a of X onto itself which takes f([0, 1])
onto f([6, 1]). It will be clear from the construction that given any
te [0, 6], there is similarly a homeomorphism of X onto itself taking
(0, 1]) onto f{([¢, 1]).
Let o: f(I) — f([6, 1]) be a homeomorphism satisfying

frepef|[20, 1] = d .

Then 6 = g~lopog defines a homeomorphism of g~*(g(I=) N f(I)) onto
g7 (g~) N f(l9, 1])) satisfying 6]g~(g(I=) NFUI)) N Wi = «d. But
g Hog(I=) NSI)) and g~ (g(I=) N f(d, 1])) are Z-sets in I=. Using the
extension theorem of [1] we can extend ¢ to a homeomorphism
f:I*— 1> such that 6| Wy =id. Then gofog™ gives a homeo-
morphism of ¢(I*) onto itself such that gofog™|g(W;}) = id and
gofog~' extends @. Extend this to a homeomorphism a: X— X so
that «| X\g(I*) = ¢d. We then have a(f(I)) = f([d, 1]).

Now let A be the subset of [0, 1] consisting of all 6€[0,1) such
that for each t¢]0, §), there is a homeomorphism of X onto itself
taking f(I) onto f([t,1]). From what we have shown above it
follows routinely that A =[0,1). Let A':I*— X be an embedding
such that A'(I=\W;) is an open subset of X containing f(1). Choose
¢ in (0,1) so that f(J1 — &, 1)) C ' (I=\W;). Since A = [0,1) there is
a homeomorphism @ of X onto itself satisfying B/(f(1)) = f([1 — ¢, 1]).
Then h = p'R:I>— X is an embedding satisfying the required
properties.

In the following theorem we show how to extend the induced
homeomorphism between two homotopic embeddings of a locally
compact separable metric space into a Q-manifold, where the given
homotopy is an embedding onto a Z-set. The procedure will be to
apply Lemma 4.1 to do the extension along the fibers of the homotopy.

THEOREM 4.1. Let X be a Q-manifold and let A be a locally
compact separable metric space. If F: A x I— X 1is an embedding
such that F(A X I) is a Z-set, then the induced homeomorphism of Fy(A)
onto Fi(A) can be extended to a manifold homeomorphism.

Proof. Write A = U;-.4,, where each A, is compact and
A,CInt(4,,) (with Int(A,.,) denoting the interior of A4,,). Also
write X = U, X,, where each X, is compact and X, Int(X,,,).
It is clear that for each n > 0 there are integers 1,, 7, = 0 such that

F(A, x D\F(A,-, x I) C (Int (X; )\ X, ,
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where A, =X, =@, 1, <% < eeey, 1 <7, < +++, and lim, .. 7, = co.

For each v e A,\A,_, (where n > 0) we let h,: I=— (Int (X; )\ X,
be an embedding such that A, (I=\W;) is an open set containing
F({z} x I). For each ze A)\A,., let U, be an open subset of
(Int (4, ))\A4,._, containing « such that F(U, x I) C h,(I=\W}). Choose
a subset {U;lz, of {U,|xc A} which covers A and for which
{t1U; N A, # @} is finite, for all = > 0. If {h}z, is the corresponding
subset of {h,|xe€ A}, then {h,(I=\W;)} is a star-finite open cover of
F(A x I). We may therefore assume that {h,(I\W7)}, is ordered
as in Lemma 2.5. Also choose a closed cover {C;}z, of A such that
C,c U, for all 4.

Let @: A-—1]0,1] be a continuous function satisfying o,(x) =1,
for ze C,, and @,(x) =0, for xe A\U,. Then we let B, = F(4 x I)
and D, = U{F({x} x [p.(2)-1/2,1]) | x€ A}. Define g,: B,— D, to be
the homeomorphism which satisfies the property that for each x¢ A,
F~ogoF takes {x} x I linearly onto {x} X [®,(®)-1/2, 1].

We note that B/ = k7B, N k(=) and D] = k'(D, N h([*)) are
Z-gsets in I~. It is then clear that there is a homeomorphism
g B U Wr—D; U W; such that ¢/ | W, =id and htog,oh,| B =
g, | B,. Using the extension theorem of [1] we can extend g] to a
homeomorphism §;: I°—I=. Thus there is a homeomorphism f;: X—X
such that f, | X\h,(I*) = id and f, | h(I=) = hogioh"; hence f, extends g,.

Let @} | (A\U,) U C, U C,— [0, 1] be the continuous function defined
by @, C, U (A\U,) =, | C,U (A\U,) and @,x) =1, for zeC, Then
we use the Tietze Extension Theorem to get a continuous function
P,: A— [0, 1] such that @, | C, U (A\U,) = @, | C, U (A\U,) and p,(z) =1,
for xe C..

Define B, = D, and D, = U{F({x} x [p.,(x)-1/2,1]) | xc A}). Let
g»: B, — D, be the homeomorphism such that for each xec A, F'log,0 I
takes {#} x [P.(x)-1/2,1] linearly onto {z} x [®,(x)-1/2,1]. We note
that ¢.] B, N Bd (h,(I*)) = ¢d. Thus using the techniques employed
in the construction of f, we can construct a homeomorphism f,; X— X
which extends g, and satisfies f,| X\h.(I=) = id. It is clear that if
we continue this process and put f = LIz, f;, then f is a homeo-
morphism of X onto itself which extends the induced homeomorphism
of F,(A) onto F,(A).

Using this result we can obtain a homeomorphism f of X onto
itself which extends the induced homeomorphism of F,(4) onto F,(A).
Then f~'of is a homeomorphism of X onto itself which extends the
induced homeomorphism of Fy(A) onto F.(A4).

5. A general homeomorphism extension theorem. In this
section we generalize Theorem 4.1, showing that we may weaken
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the condition that F(A x I) be embedded as a Z-set. We first
establish a lemma which will be used here and in the next section.

LemmA 5.1. Let X be a Q-manifold, A be a locally compact
separable metric space, and let F: A X I X be a proper map such
that Fy, F, are embeddings and F,(A), F,(A) are Z-sets. If Z 1is any
open cover of X such that F is limited by %/, them there is an
invertible ambient isotopy G: X X I— X such that G, =1id, G 1s
limited by %/, and (GoF\(A)) N Fy(A) = @. DMoreover, there is an
embedding H: A X I — X such that H(A X I) is a Z-set, H, = F,,
H, = G,oF,, and H s limited by St* (%).

Proof. Let f:X-—X x I be a homeomorphism such that
fF,(A) U F(A) c X x {0}. By adjusting one of the coordinates of
I= we can easily obtain an invertible ambient isotopy G': (X X I*) X [—
X x I= such that G, =1id, (Gof-F,(4)) Nf-F(A) = @, and G is
limited by f(%). Then G: X x I— X, defined by

G, 1) = F7=G'(f(x), 1) ,

is an invertible ambient isotopy which is limited by % and which
satisfies (GoF(A)) N Fi(4) = .
Now define F': A x I— X by

F(z, t), for Ogtg_;_

F'w, t) = L
G(F(n, 1), 2t — 1), for — <t =<1

Then F” is a proper map and we have Fy = F,, F! = GoF,, and F’
is limited by St (%’).

It follows that F’|(A x {0} U (A x {1}) is an embedding of
(A x {0}) U (4 x {1}) onto a Z-set in X. Applying Theorem 3.1 there
is an embedding H: A X I — X such that H]| (A X {0h U (4 x {1}) =
F'I(Ax{0hU (@A x{1}), HA x I) is a Z-set, and H is St (Z)-close
to F’. This means that H is limited by St*(%).

We can obtain a version of Lemma 5.1 for @-manifolds which
admit half-open interval factors [0,1). The proof is similar to that
of Lemma 5.1. In the proof of Corollary 5.1, Theorem 3.2 plays a
role similar to the role that Theorem 3.1 played in the proof of
Lemma 5.1.

COROLLARY 5.1. Let X be a Q-manifold, A be a locally compact
separable metric space, and let F: A x I— X x [0,1) be a homotopy
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such that F,, F, are embeddings and F,(A), F.(A) are Z-sets. Then
there is an invertible ambient isotopy G: X x [0,1) x I— X x [0, 1)
such that G, = 1d and (GyoF(A)) N Fi(A) = @. Moreover, there is an
embedding H: A X [ — X x [0,1) such that H(A X 1) is a Z-set,
H, = F,, and H, = GoF,.

THEOREM 5.1. Let X be a Q-manifold, A be a locally compact
separable metric space, and let F: A X I— X be a proper homotopy
so that F,, F, are embeddings and F(A4), F,(A) are Z-sets. Then
there is a homeomorphism of X onto itself which extends the induced
homeomorphism of Fy,(A) onto F,(A).

Proof. Using Lemma 5.1 there is a manifold homeomorphism £
and an embedding H: A X I — X such that H, = F,, H, = hoF,, and
H(A x I) is a Z-set. Using Theorem 4.1 let g be a homeomorphism
of X onto itself which extends the induced homeomorphism of H,(A)
onto H,(A). Then h~'og is a manifold homeomorphism which extends
the induced homeomorphism of F,(4) onto F,(4).

We now present a simple example which shows that in Theorem
5.1 the condition that the homotopy be proper is necessary. Let
X = I=\{p, q}), where p and ¢ are distinct points of I=. Let A =
(0, 1) and let f,: A— X be an embedding so that f.(4) is a Z-set and
Cl;- (f.(4)) is an arc containing p and ¢ as endpoints. Let f: A—X
be an embedding so that fi(4) is a Z-set and Cl,- (fi(4)) is a simple
closed curve containing p and missing ¢. Clearly there is a homo-
topy F: A x I — X satisfying F,=f, and F,=f,, but F is not
proper.

If the induced homeomorphism of f,(A) onto f,(A) could be
extended to a homeomorphism of X onto itself then X\f,(4) would
be homeomorphic to X\f,(4). But the one-point compactification of
X\fi(4) is I= and the one-point compactification of X\f,(4) is not
simply connected, giving us a contradiction.

We also obtain a version of Theorem 5.1 for @-manifolds which
admit half-open interval factors.

COROLLARY 5.2. Let X be a Q-manifold, A be a locally compact
separable metric space, and let F: A X I— X x [0,1) be a homotopy
so that F,, F, are embeddings and Fy,(A), F.(A) are Z-sets. Then
there is a homeomorphism of X X [0, 1) onto itself which extends the
induced homeomorphism of Fy(A) onto F(A).

6. Converting homotopies to isotopies. In this section we
establish an “estimated” version of Theorem 5.1, with the homotopy
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being approximated by an invertible ambient isotopy. We will first
need the following result.

LEmMMA 6.1 Let X be a Q-manifold, A be a locally compact
separable metric space, and let F: A x I-—-X be an embedding so
that F(A x I) is a Z-set. Then there is a homeomorphism h: X —
X x[—1,1} and a subset B of X such that hoF,(A) = Bx {0}, hoF\(A) =
B x {1/2}, and for each xec A we have hof({x} x I) = {y} x [0, 1/2],
where y = TyohoF({x} x I).

Proof. Since F(A x I) is a Z-set there is a homeomorphism
[iX—>Xx[-1,1] so that foF(A xI)c X x {0}. Now let B=
TyofoF(A x {1}). It is clear that we may require f to be constructed
so that f(B x [0,1/2]) is a Z-set in X x [-1, 1].

Define G: (A x I) x I — X x [~1, 1] as follows:

foF, (x), for 0 s =<1 —¢
Gz, t) =

\

<75XofoF1(x), -é—(t s 1)), for 1 —t=s<1

Then it can be verified that G is a proper homotopy such that
Gy = foF and G,(z, t) = (TyofoF\(x), 1/2t); thus G, and G, are embeddings
of A x I onto Z-sets. Using Theorem 5.1 there is a homeomorphism
g of X x[—1,1] onto itself which extends the induced homeo-
morphism of G4 x I) onto G,(A x I). Thus h = gof is our re-
quired homeomorphism.

THEOREM 6.1. Let X be a Q-manifold, A be a locally compact
separable metric space, and let f and g be embeddings of A into X
such that f(A) and g(A) are Z-sets. Then there exists an invertible
ambient isotopy G of X onto itself such that G, = id and Gof = g if
and only if f and g are properly homotopic. Moreover, of F is a
proper homotopy between f and G and Z7 is an open cover of X for
which F 1is limited by 27, then G may be chosen such that G is
limated by St* (%).

Proof. The necessity is obvious. For the sufficiency there is an
invertible ambient isotopy H: X x I-— X which is limited by % such
that H, = id and H,(9(4)) N f(4) = @ (we are assuming that F, =f
and F, = g). Moreover there is an embedding F’: A x I — X such
that F'(A x I) is a Z-set, F, =f, F! = H,og, and F’ is limited
by St*(%).

Now apply Lemma 6.1 to get a homeomorphism A: X— X x [—1, 1]
and a subset B of X such that hof(4) = B x {0}, ho H,og(A) = B x {1/2},
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and for each xe A we have hoF’({x} x I) = {y} x [0,1/2], where
{y} = wxoho F'({a} X I).

Using only motions in the [—1, 1]-direction we can, by a standard
argument, find an invertible ambient isotopy G': (X x [—1,1]) x [ —
X X [—1, 1] such that G} = d, G| extends the induced homeomorphism
of hoF}(A) onto hoF!(A) and G’ is limited by St*(h(Z’)). Now define
G:XXxI—X by Gx) = H'oh™oGioh(x), for xe X and tel. It is
clear that the required properties are satisfied.

Once more we can obtain a similar result for @-manifolds
admitting half-open interval factors.

COROLLARY 6.1. Let X be a Q-manifold, A be a locally compact
separable metric space, and let f and g be embeddings of A into
X % [0,1) such that f(A) and g(A) are Z-sets. Then there is an
invertible ambient isotopy G of X omto itself such that G, = id and
Gof = g if and only if f and g are homotopic.
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