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We consider the Hilbert transform and maximal func-
tion associated to a curve I'(t) = (t,72(t), ... ,7n(t)) in R*. It
is well-known that for a plane convex curve I'(t) = (t,7v(t))
these operators are bounded on L?, 1 < p < o0, if ' dou-
bles. We give an n-dimensional analogue, n > 2, of this
result.

1. Introduction. Let I' : R — R” be a curve in R*, n > 2,
with T'(0) = 0. We define the associated Hilbert transform, #r and
maximal function Mr by

Hrf(z) =p.v. /—O:o f(z - F(t))fit—t

and L
Mrf(z) =sup— | |f(z—T(t))| dt,
™0 T JO

respectively. We use p. v. to indicate that we are taking a principal
value integral.

There has been considerable interest in finding conditions on I
which give L?(R")-boundedness or LP(R")-boundedness, 1 < p <
0o, of Hr and My, when I is permitted to be flat (i.e. vanish to
infinite order) at the origin; the case of well-curved I' was dealt with
in the 1970’s, see for example [7].

The aim of this paper is to give an n-dimensional analogue of the
following well-known theorem for plane curves.

THEOREM 1.1. [1]. Let T : R — R2 T(t) = (¢ 7(t)) be a
convex curve such that v € C?(0,00) is either even or odd and
v(0) = 9/(0) = 0. Suppose that 31 < X < oo such that Vt € (0, 00)

(1) v (At) > 29/(t).

383
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Then

[Hr fllp < ClI £l
IMrflly < Cllfllp, 1 <p < oo

Conditions such as (1) are known as doubling conditions; in this
case we say that ' doubles.

In R* we shall consider curves I'(t) = (¢,72(t),.-. ,Vn(t)) which
are of class C™(0,00) and such that I'(0) = 0. The convexity hy-
pothesis for plane curves we replace by the “convexity” hypothesis
used in the n-dimensional results of [6] and [4].

So we define determinants D;, j=1,...,n by
0 ’)’” v fy"
Dj = det . .2 . :J
0 'yéj) ,y](j)
and say that I' is “convex” if
(2) D;(t) > 0, j=2,...,n,t€ (0,00).
We also introduce the determinants N;, j =1,...,n, given by
Y2 o Y
ry’ PP fy’
Nj = det :2 .. :J )
0 ’Yéj_l) ,),J(_J'—l)
and as in [6] define functions hj, j =1,...,n, by
N;(t)
3 h;(t) = ——=—,
( ) .7( ) Dj-—l(t)

where we take Dy = 1.
In order to state our theorem we also introduce the differential
operators Ly, of [6], defined by

d
@ Li=%
Linif = % (Luf)y, k=1,...,n—1

/
h’k+l
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It is also useful to have the following formula, proven via a Sylvester
determinant identity in [6]:

(5) Lif(t) = %Z((t? k=1,....m,
where
Lop(t) - s (6) £
E'kf(t) — det Y2 (t) ’Yk—-l(t) f (t)

0280 - 26 £ 1)

From this we can see, immediately, that

(6) Lyy;=0, j=1,...,k—-1k=1,...,n
(7) Lk’)’k"——‘l, k:1,...,n
Our result is the following.

THEOREM 1.2. LetT' : R — R*, T'(t) = (¢, 72(t), ..., v(t)), n >
2, be an odd curve in R*, of class C™(0,00) such that T'(0) = 0
and (2) is satisfied. Suppose that 3 A € GL(n R) such that, with
T(t) = (t,7a(t), ... ,Fa(t)) := AL(t), T also satisfies (2) and

(8 HmLA(#)=0 j=1,...,n-Lk=j+1..,n

Suppose also that 31 < A < oo such that, Vt € (0, 00),

(9) LiAk1(At) > 2LkAksa(t), k=1,...,n—1
Then

[#Hr fllp < Cll£ o,
IMrfll, <Clifll,, 1<p< oo

REMARKsS. (a) Since LP-boundedness of Hr and of Mr is a
GL(n,R) invariant property, in the proof we shall assume, without
loss of generality, that the initial curve I satisfies (8) and (9).

(b) For n = 2 our theorem is precisely Theorem 1.1.
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(c) It is easily checked that the “convexity” hypothesis, (2), is
equivalent to requiring that

(Lk’)’k+1)l>0, k=1, ,n—1.

Thus, for the class of “convex” curves our conditions are natural
analogues of the 7' doubling condition for plane convex curves (i.e.
those for which (L;7y)’ > 0).

(d) The condition that I" be odd is convenient but not essential;
it may be replaced by other conditions on I'" giving suitable compat-
ibility of the two halves I'(t), t > 0 and I'(¢), ¢t < 0. For example
each v,k = 2,... ,n may be either even or odd; this will be clear
from the proof.

(e) The role of (8) is to impose a certain ordering of the compo-
nents of the curve. Further, it follows easily from Lemma 3 of [6]
(see Lemma 3.1) that each L;v; has at most k — j zeros and at most
k — 7 — 1 changes of monotonicity on (0, c0); the normalization con-
ditions (8) force the L;v to be positive and increasing, thus much
simplifying matters.

We note that if lim, ,o Ly (t) exists forall1 < j <k-1<n-1,
then we can find an A € GL(n,R) such that I' = AT satisfies (8).
To see this we first define an operator £ by

(L1’)’1(t) Lom(t) - -+ Lam(t)
L17a(t) Lava(t) - -+ Lpv2(2)

Lr)=| . L.
\L17n(t) LoYa(t) - - Luya(t)
1 0 0 0 0 0\
Ll’)’z(t) 1 0 0 0
| L) Las(?) 1 0 0
Ll')'n—l(t) L27n—l(t) L37n—1(t) Tt 1 0

\ Li7n(t) LoYa(t) Lsya(t) -+ Ln_1va(t) 1)

using (6) and (7).

It is easily shown that if A € T, the subgroup of GL(n,R) con-
sisting of lower triangular matrices with 1 in the top left-hand corner
and positive diagonal entries, then A preserves “convexity”, i.e. if
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I" satisfies (2) then so does AI'. Moreover, an easy calculation using
(5) shows that if A € T_ and has diagonal entries all equal to 1 then

L(AT) = A(LT).

We now let A = (lim;_,o LT'(t))~", where lim,_,o LT'(t) denotes the
matrix with entries lim; o L;¥(t). Then I' = AI' is “convex”
and lim;_,q [,f‘(t) is the identity matrix, from which we see that
limt__,OLﬁk(t):O, j——-l,...,n—l; k:]—|—1,,n

Curves for which we do not have the existence of lim;_,o L;vk(t)
forall 1 < j <k —1<n-—1 may still satisfy the hypotheses of our
theorem. Consider, for example the “convex” curve in R?, T'(¢) =

(t,t3, —t2); in this case we have Lyy3(t) = —+. However taking A

3t
to be
10 0
00-1
010

we obtain the curve I'(t) = (t,¢2,1%), which clearly satisfies the
" hypotheses (8) and (9).

(f) Theorem 1.1, after a technical adjustment to condition (1),
may also be seen to hold for curves which are not C?(0,00) but
convex and piecewise-linear. We say that a piecewise-linear -y curve
is convex if

() =7(b) o ¥(0) — 7(a)
c—-b — b—a ’
Our method of proof of Theorem 1.2 allows us to extract the fol-
lowing result for piecewise-linear curves in R™.

COROLLARY 1.3. Let T : R — R, I'(¢) = (¢, 72(2),- .. , 1a(?))
be an odd curve such that I'(0) = 0 and each v, k = 2,...,n,
is convezr and piecewise-linear on [N, N1, j € Z, some X > 1.
Suppose

0<a<b<ec

N —wV) o, mV) — (V)
Y1 (A1) — 1 (V) T T k1 (V) — g (ML)
forj €Z, k=2,...,n.

[Hrfllp < Cllfllp
IMrflly < Cllfllp, 1 <p < o0
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2. Sketch of Proof. We define measures puy,ox on the curve I'
by

)\k+1

[ =y [ FC®)a and

d
[ f dor= A - IO

respectively. Then we have the associated Fourier multipliers

1 Ak-{-l -
(10) i (C) = ¥ooT /A s ®© gt
and
) dt
~ — z(.l"(t)_.
(11) &4(¢) /Aksmgwe t

We adopt the standard approach of decomposing Hr as
Hef =) op*f
k

and majorizing Mr by
Mrf < Csup |u * f].

From [4] the following theorem is easily extracted.

THEOREM 2.1. Let T : R — R*, T'(¢) = (¢,72(¢),... ,(t))
be an odd curve in R*,T'(0) = 0. Suppose 3 a family of dilation
matrices {Ax} C GL(n,R) such that
(12) (a) 3 « such that “A,:LA,C” <axl

(b) Ag},supp px C fized ball
(c) [k (Q)| < ClAKC|™ for somee > 0.

Then

< C||fllp

P
IHe fll, < Cllfllp, 1<p<oo.

S‘;P|uk*f|



OPERATORS ALONG FLAT CURVES 389

In (8a) we use || - || to denote the operator (matrix) norm. We
note that the conditions of the theorem do not involve ok. This is
because, in view of the cancellation property,

/dO'k:O

and the fact that I' is odd, (12b) and (12c) give also analogous
statements for . Without the assumption that I is odd we require
also that

Aj{ysupp oy C fixed ball

and
|6k(¢)| < C|Ax¢|~¢ for some € > 0.

Condition (12a) is known as Riviére’s condition and enables a
Calder6n-Zygmund theory with respect to balls {A;B}, for B the
unit ball in R*, and thence an “annular” Littlewood-Paley decom-
position to be developed.

Conditions (12b) and (12c) give decay estimates for ji (and &%)
which may be combined with the Littlewood-Paley theory, along
with a bootstrapping argument, to give the result. In [4] the authors
find conditions on I" under which (12c) holds, (12a) and (12b) being
easily satisfied with an appropriate choice of the dilation matrices.

Our approach is to consider, for each k, the points ( € R* where
(12c) may fail and to develop a conical Littlewood-Paley decompo-
sition to deal with these “bad” ¢, in the spirit of [1] or [5].

In Section 3 we shall give some essential properties of “convex”
curves and define our choice of dilation matrices {Ax}. In Section
4 we consider the set of ( € R® where the required decay estimates
for fix, 6 may fail and show that these ( are contained in a cone
Ck. Next we give conditions on T, of which there are in(n — 1),
under which these Cy form a Littlewood-Paley decomposition and
show how they may be reduced to the n — 1 conditions, (9), in the
statement of our theorem. Finally in Section 5 we indicate how to
combine the conical Littlewood-Paley theory of Section 4 with the
“annular” Littlewood-Paley theory of Theorem 2.1 to complete the
proof.

3. “Convexity” and dilation matrices. Most of the conse-
quences of “convexity” that we shall need are dealt with in [6].
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First, from Lemma 2 of [6] we know that for a “convex” curve we
have, for k =2,... ,n, t € (0,00)

(13) he(t) >0 and hi.(t) > 0.

The tool we have for estimating oscillatory integrals such as fi is
Van der Corput’s lemma; in order to be able to use this we need to
know that {.I" has a bounded number of changes of monotonicity
on each [A\*, \F+1). This is given in Lemma 3 of [6].

LEMMA 3.1. ([6, Lemma 3]). Let ' € C™(0,00) be a “con-
ver” curve in R*, T'(t) = (¢,72(t),...,V(t)) such that T'(0) =
0. Then for ¢ = ((1,C.--,C) € R, L,(CT) = (, and for
J=12,...,n,Lj((.I') has at most n — j zeros in (0,00), provided
G #0.

The proof of this in [6] establishes the identity (5) mentioned
previously, the result then following easily. We shall also need the
following:

LEMMA 3.2. Let ' € C™(0,00), T'(t) = (t,72(t),... ,(t)), T :
R — R™ be a “conver” curve in R, satisfying also (8), i.e.

li_r}%Lk’Yj-&-l(t):Oa j:k,...,n—l,kzl,...,n~1.

Then for t € (0, 00)
(14) (Lk’y])’(t) >0 and (Lk’yj)(t) >0,
=1,...,n=1,7=k+1,... ,n.
In particular v{ >0, j=2,...,n.
Proof. We recall that, for k=1,... ,n—1,
h ,
L f = h,—k(ka) :
k+1
So by (7) we have, for k=1,... ,n—1, t € (0,00)

k1(t)

> 0,
he(t)

(Lives1)'(t) =
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using (13). Then (8) gives us also
Livks1(t) >0, k=1,...,n—1, t€ (0,00).

We now fix j € {k+ 1,...,n} and suppose that for some k €
{11 aj}, te (0,00),

(Lk’)/j)l(t) >0 and Lk’y](t) > 0.
Then, for t € (0, 00),
hi(t)

~175) () = ; 0

(Lk 17.7) ( ) hk—l(t) Lk7](t) >\,
using again (13). We also have Lx_;7;(t) > 0, t € (0,00), using (8).
The result now follows by induction. O

COROLLARY 3.3. Let T be as in the lemma. Suppose also that
I'(0) =0,7(0) =0,k =2,... ,n. Then fork=2,... ,n

(a) =, is increasing and non-negative on (0, 00)

(b) 7k is increasing and non-negative on (0, c0)

(©) WVH) > Ae(N), V€ Z.

Proof. Immediate from Lemma, 3.2. O

LEMMA 3.4. Let T be as in Lemma 3.2. Then, for t € (0,00),

/
(I’M) (t)>0, Vj=k,...,n—1,k=1,... ,n—1.
Ly~

Proof. We proceed by induction. Let £ € {1,... ,n— 1} be fixed.

Then
Livies | o P
= (L = == > (.
( Lk’yk ) ( k7k+1) hk

Now we suppose that

L ’
(—lﬁl) >0, forsome m € {2,...,k}.
Lm')'k

Lm’}’k+1)’ ((Lm—l’)’kﬂ)')’
15 =——] >0.
(15) (Lm% (Lm—17k)’
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So by the Second Mean Value Theorem, if ¢ € (0,t),

L 1Yk41(t) = Lin—17k41(€) _ (Lm-17k+1)"(n)
Lm—l'}'k(ﬂ - Lm—l’)’k(g) (Lm—17k)l(n) ’

for some 7 € (0,¢). Then, by (15) and (8),

Lm_1'7k+1(t) < (Lm—17k+1)’(t)
L) (Lmame)'(8)

Hence, using (16) and (14),

(Lm—17k+l), _ (Lm-1v)' {(Lm—l’)’lcﬂ)’ Lm—l’)’k+1}
= - > 0.
L1 (Lm-17)

(Lm-17)' Ly 17
Thus, by induction, for each fixed k € {1,... ,n — 1} we have

L /
(—m"ﬁl> >0, Vm=1,..., k.

(16)

Lm”)’k
0

We now turn to defining our dilation matrices {Ax}. The choice
of these is motivated by the fact that we are looking for a theory
which admits piecewise-linear curves; we want, therefore, the Ay to
have entries involving at most 1 derivative of vy, k= 2,... ,n.

We define the diagonal matrix A by

A=
0 0 - 7a(t)

and put A; = A(N), j € Z.
That these matrices satisfy (12a) and (12b) is trivial, using Corol-
lary 3.3.

4. A conical Littlewood-Paley decomposition. We wish to
consider the ( € R" where we cannot expect (12c) to hold. By
Lemma 3.1c) we know that (.I" has at most (n — 2) changes of
monotonicity in (0,00), thence must have a bounded number of
changes of monotonicity in each interval [\, \¥+1).
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So, by Van der Corput’s lemma, if
C e
(17) CT' (@B > 37lAR¢] vt e AR,

then

| ()] < ClARCI™
We consider, therefore, the set of ¢ where (17) may fail, i.e.

U_ch
te[Ak AR+
where .
Cl = {c ER: ()] < F|A;;c|} .

Here £ > 0 may be as small as we like.

PROPOSITION 4.1. (a) Let I be a “convez” C™(0,00) curve in
R™. Then 3 cones Cy such that

n—1

U ¢CicCi:= (CimU Cim)
tE[Ak AR +) m=l
where
Cim = {< 2 GLm1(AF) < 371G Lmy;(AF) and
j=m j=m

n

Y GLmy; (A > —¢ i |Cj|Lm’)’j(/\k+l)}

j=m j=m

and ¢ € Cyy, <= —(C € ékm-
(b) Let T' be piecewise-linear on [N*,\¥+!] k € Z and v; convez,
j=2,...,n. Then

U ¢t <CChul,

te[Ak Ak+1)
where Cr1,Cy1 are as defined in (a).
Proof. Let ¢ € U  C}. We suppose first that ¢.I" is monotone-
te[Ak \E+T)
increasing on [A¥, \F*1). Then V ¢ € [A¥, \F+1),

Li(CT)(W) = C.IV(W%) < ¢I'(8) < (VO = Ly (C.T)(AkHY).
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Hence
(18) Li(¢D(N) < 145
and
(19) Li(¢ )W) > — 2| 4i¢).

By Corollary 3.3 and the definition of the A we have

1 n n
AR < 2 ONIGES 2o DIG),
j=1

Jj=1

which, together with (18) and (19), gives

3 GLi (W) = Lu(¢T) (W)

i=1
< e NG (NF) =€ |G Ly (AF)
and
3 GLiyi (A1) = Li(¢ T)(AF)
i=1

> —€ E |<J|’Y] )‘kH = —€ Z |CJ|L1'7J()‘k+1)

J=1

Thus, if ¢ - I’ is monotone-increasing on [A*, \¥*1), then ¢ € Cy;.
Similarly, if ¢-I" is monotone-decreasing on [A¥, A¥+1) then ¢ € C;.
We note here that if T is piecewise-linear on [A¥, \**1], then ¢ - I”
is constant on (A¥, \¥*1); by a suitable definition of ¢ - I'(\*) we
may take ¢ - I” to be constant on [A\*, \¥*1) and thus (b) is proven.
We now suppose that ¢-I"(t) is not monotone on [A\¥, \¥+1). Then
3ty € [A\*, \¥*1) such that ¢ - T"(ty) = 0. Then

Ly(¢-T)(to) = Z—;( -T"(ty) = 0.

If then Ly(¢ - T') is monotone-increasing on [AF, \F+1),

Ly(¢-T)(X) 0= Ly(¢ - D)(to) < La(¢-T)(N*H)
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and so ¢ € Chy; similarly ¢ € Cys if Lo(¢ - T) is monotone-decreasing
on [M¥ \k+1) | If Ly(¢ - T') is not monotone on [A¥, \*¥*+1)  then
3 t; € [N, Ak+1) guch that (Lo(¢ - T))'(t1) = 0, from which we
obtain L3(¢-T')(t;) = 0 and so if L3(¢-T') is monotone on [A*, \F+1),
we obtain ( € Cy3z U 5’k3. We repeat this process iteratively. By
Lemma 3.1 L,(¢ - I')(t) = ¢, so it follows that L,_1(¢ - I') must
be monotone on [A¥, \**1) and hence the final possibility is that
¢ € Cyn-1) U Cr(n-1)- O

We now wish to find conditions on I' under which these cones
give a Littlewood-Paley decomposition for LP(R"). The next result,
in the same spirit as the lacunary Littlewood-Paley decomposition
of [5], leads to the choice of these conditions. First we give our
definition of lacunarity.

Definition 4.2. Let {Ek(n,€)} be a family of cones in R® given by

Ek(n,e) = {C €ER: Y o <ed ofl¢| and

Z Ic-HCJ > 5201+1|CJ }

where a{c are positive reals, j = 1,... ,n, k € Z and € > 0 is small.
If

. i1
(20) %1 5 0% yhez j=2... m,

of o

then the £k(n,€) are said to be lacunary.

We define “smoothed-out” characteristic functions ¥} of the
cones &(n, ) as follows.

Let ¥™¢ be a C*° function away from 0, homogeneous of degree
zero such that

1 Y.G EZ 151
1
;> 262 1G5,

3

() =

j
0

j
and put

Ure(¢) = \p"’f(a}cgl, .. ,aﬁ(n)\ll"’e(—a}cﬂgl, ooy =gy 1Gn)-
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Associated to these ¥} are operators T} given by

—_— A

(Te)(Q) = T2 (O F(C), keZ.

THEOREM 4.3. If {€(n,€)} is a lacunary family of cones in R®
then

<Cllfllp, 1<p<oo.

()

p

Proof. 1t suffices to show that Y-, £} is a multiplier for LP(R™),
1 < p < oo, independently of the choice of +; the result then
follows by a standard Rademacher function argument. We use the
formulation of the Marcinkiewicz multiplier theorem given in [2].
So, we let ¢™ be a C§°(R™) function such that 0 < ¢™ < 1 and

1 1<|¢Gl<2,5=1,...,n
0 off $ <|GI<4,j=1,...,n,

o~
and define L2 (R™) to be the n-parameter Sobolev space given by

2R = {5 ol = [ 190 T+ ¢ <o)
Then, by Theorem A of [2], it suffices to show that

(21) sup

11 yeeeyin

< 00,
LZ(R)

S T2, .., 2760) 8™ (C)
k

for some a > 3.

We show (21) for & = 1 and for convenience take &€ = 5. Our
proof is by induction on n; the argument for n = 2 is contained in
the inductive step and therefore we omit it.

Suppose, therefore, that

sup Z :i:\IIZ_l’;(T‘Cl, c, 271 )" HC) < 00,
il,---,in—l k L%(Rn—l)
with &€ = 5, under the hypothesis that
od ol
(22) Perl 5 o%ktl  ypez j=2,...  n—1

of ~ o
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and consider

S ETR(29¢, ..., 276)9"(C)

k

Sup

L1yeeesin

Y

L3(R")

assuming that (22) now holds also for j = n.
We suppose that, for some k, U3 °(21(y, ... ,2"(,)¢™(¢) # 0, i.e.

D 0}2%(; < 2 o2V

j=1 j=1
0}, 29¢ > =26 ) 414129 ¢;]
i=1 i=1

and 1

Case 1. Suppose that for some jy € {1,...,n}

o 1 &
o’ 270G | < ﬁZ%z’lel
j=1
and

1 1s 1 n Y 1;
ARPAL [N RS o > 129G
=1
In this instance we find that

UPe(24¢,. .. ,2"¢,) #0

~

== \I’:_ly (2i1Cl, oo )2ij0—1<jo—17 2ij0+1<j0+17 v )2in<n) '_Ié 0.

Taking 2% = 1, which we may by homogeneity of ¥™¢, the problem
is reduced to the (n — 1)-dimensional case and we are done, by the
inductive hypothesis.

Case 2. Suppose that for all j € {1,...,n} either

- 1 & o
(23) 429G > o 3 a2l
j=1
or

(24) 04412 1G5] > 52n > 271G
Jj=1
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Let us suppose that

n

a2 |Gl > Z oq27|Gj].

Then by the lacunarity conditions (20) we have

n—1 N
Uprm2™ Gl > 2 @y n2Y[¢| Vm > N, say.
j=1

Then if ¢, > 0 we find
n ) ) ) n—-1 N
Zafwm?” Cj 2 a;cl+m21"l§n, - Z ai+m2z] ,C]'

j=1 7j=1

Z ai+m2l ICJ

J=1

COI'—‘

whilst if (,, < 0 we have

Zak+m2’ G < - Z‘J‘k+m2Z |G-

i=1
Thus
(25) MER(21C, ... ,27¢,) =0 Ym > N.

If we assume that (24) holds for j = n then the same argument
follows. Further, V ¢ with U}"¢(2"1¢;,...,2™(,) # 0, for each j, €
{1,...,n}, we have either

i 1+2E i i
2% (5| < > a2Y|¢]

—2 Jj#jo
or 1+2
. 6 l
k+12z ICJO - 1 Z ak+12 'C]l
J#J

This, together with (23), (24), lacunarity and ¢"(¢) # 0 gives that
24 ~ 1Vj = 1,...,n. So using (25) we obtain

sup > +URE(21¢, ..., 2" G)9"(¢)| < o0

1y sin k
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It is trivial to check that differentiating with respect to any (; causes
no problem. This concludes the proof. O

Let us now see how may apply Theorem 4.3 to our cones C. It
is clear that if we have a Littlewood-Paley theory for each {Cin},
{Ckm},m =1,...,n— 1, where we consider Ci,, Cks as cones in
R"~™+1 then this will suffice to give a Littlewood-Paley theory for
the Cx. We define now

¢km(<) = \IIZ’E(Oa v 707 Cmﬂ Lm7m+1()‘k)cm+la vee Jmeyn()‘k)Cn)
X \IJZ,E(Oa e )Oa _Cma _Lm’)lm+1 (/\k+1)<m+17 ey —meyn(/\k-*-l)cn)

and put
n—1
Pe(() = D Pim(Q);
m=1
we associate to @, the operator Sy given by
(26) (S)(Q) = () (C)-
PROPOSITION 4.4. If

Lm’7j+1()\k+1) > 2Lm’)’j+1()\k)
Lyny;(AE+L) =7 Ly (AF)

(27)

VkeZ, j=m,...,n—1;,m=1,... ,n—1, then

' (Z |Skf|2) "

k
Proof. If, for fixed m,

Luyj1(AFH) S Linyj+1(AF)
Ly (A1) = 7 Ly (M%)

< C|fll,, 1<p<oo.
p

VkeZ,j=m,...,n

then the family of cones {Ckn,}, and hence also {C'km}, may be
considered as lacunary in R* ™% ie. 3, +®,(¢) is a multiplier
in L?(R"), 1 < p < oo. Thus if (27) is satisfied we have that
S L +£8,,,(¢) is a multiplier for LP(R"). This gives the re-

m=1

sult. O
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Thus, assuming (27), the cones Cj give a Littlewood-Paley de-
composition of R*. Let us now see how the %n(n — 1) conditions of
(27) relate to the conditions in the statement of our theorem, i.e.

9).

LEMMA 4.5. LetT : R — R" be a “conver” curve such that
I' e C™(0,0), I'(0) = 0 and

(28)
}i_r)rOle'ka(t):Oform:l,... ,n—1,k=m,...,n—1.

Suppose 1 < A < 0o such that
(29) Lk’)/k+1(/\t) Z 2Lk’)’k+1(t) k= 1, cee,n — 1.

Then 31 < pu < co such that

Linyer1 (1) o o Ly (2)

(30) Loye(ud) = > Loye(t)

m=1...,n—-1, k=m,...,n— 1.

Proof. Fix k. Clearly, by hypothesis (29), (30) holds for m = k,
with 4 = A\. We now suppose that (30) holds for m = j and show
that it is then also true for m = j — 1. Now

L;_ 7k()‘t) L'—ﬁ’k—l(/\t)
L. — i1 ') coo L1y (\E
i-1(M) Li_1vk-1(At)  Lj_17k—2(At) 3-1%5(M)

2 2Lj—l’yk(t),

by Lemma 3.4 and (29). Then

Li—17k41(#%) = Lj—17k41(6%t)
Lj—1ve(p®t) — Lj—17e(pt)
(Lj—1e41)' (p%)
(Lj—1ve) (W)

Lj_17k4+1(p3t)
Lj_1v(p3t)

v

vV
N = DN =
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by the Second Mean Value Theorem and Lemma 3.4. Thus

1 . Lj"/k+1(ﬂ2t)
2 Ljve(u?t)
> 2Lj’)’k+1(t)
T Liwn(?)
_ o Lim17e41)'(2)
(L)' (t)
S 2Lj—1’)’k+1(t)
B Lj—1’)’/c(t) ’

Lj_1yk41(p3t)

>
Lj_yve(pdt) —

, by inductive hypothesis

by Second Mean Value Theorem, Lemma 3.4 and hypothesis (28).
O

Lemma 4.5 and Proposition 4.4 together give us

PROPOSITION 4.6. Let I' : R — R"™ be a “convez” curve such
that T € C™(0,00),I'(0) = 0 and limy o Ljv(t) = 0, V j =
1,...,n—1;, k=j5+1,... ,n. Suppose that 3 1 < A\ < o0 such
that

Lives1(At) > 2Lk vea(t), k=1,...,n—1

In view of Proposition 4.1 (b), which defines the cones for a
piecewise-linear curve, we also have a corresponding result for piece-
wise-linear curves if we replace the hypotheses of Proposition 4.6
with those of Corollary 1.3.

Then
<Ol fllp-

p

(isr)”

5. Proof of Theorem 1.2. We now have a family of dilation
matrices {Ax} satisfying

(31) 3 a such that |4, Akl < a < 1

(32) Aty supp px C fixed ball
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and a family of cones {C;} with associated operators Sy given by
(26) satisfying the Littlewood-Paley inequality
1/2
(Sisusr)
k

(33) < Clfllp

p

and such that
(34) ¢ € Cr = |(C)] < ClAK|

We let f = Sif + (I — Sk)f, k € Z, and consider first supy, | *
f|- We use the standard technique of combining a bootstrapping
argument with the Littlewood-Paley theory to obtain an LP-result,
starting with just the L?-result. Now,

<

2

+

sup |k * f|
k 2

Slllcp |k * Sk f] Slip |k * (I — Sk) f|

2
=A+B.

By (33), Plancherel’s theorem and the fact that the u; have unit
mass we immediately have

AL Cllfll.
For B we use comparison of u; with a measure v given by
v(z) =p (A,:il:v) det Aily,

where p € C§°, 0 < p<1and [p=1. It is easily verified that
supy, |vk* f| is majorized by the Hardy-Littlewood maximal operator
associated to balls A;B, where B is the unit ball in R*, and thus,
by [3], Proposition 2.2,

(35) sup [ * fl} < Cllfllp, 1 <p<oo.
P
Then
B < S‘llcp|(.uk-1/k)*([—sk)f| 2+ S%P|Vk*f| )
+ |[sup |vk * Sk.f]|| -
k 2
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Now, by the same argument as used for A,

< Clfl2,

2

Sl;P |vg * Sk f|

so it remains to show that

< Clfll2-

2

sup | (ux — i) (I = )|

Taking into account (34) the proof of this is essentially contained in
the proof of Proposition 5.1, [3]. To pass from the L2-result to the
LP-result we have the following analogue of Proposition 5.1, [3].

PROPOSITION 5.1. Suppose

sup |ux * fl|| < Clfll;;  for some1 <p<2.
k ~
P
Then
2p
sup [ue * fl| < Cllfll, VP> ="
k » p+

Proof. First we note that, under the hypothesis of the proposition,
1/2 1/2
(Z |k * f|2> (Z |fk|2>
k k

2p. 2p .
V =h <p < B, exactly as in [3]. Then

<C

p

(36)

)

P

1/2 1/2
sup | * fl|| < (Zluk*skf|2) + (ZM*&JP)
k p k P k P
+ ||sup | * f|| + supl(uk-—uk)*(I—Sk)ﬂ‘
k P k P
=A+B+D+F.

Now (36) together with (33) gives suitable bounds for A and B, V%
<p< ;2%, whilst D < C||f||;, V1 < p < o0, by (35). It remains,
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therefore, to bound E. Again the proof that £ < C||f||,, ‘v’ff—l <p
is essentially contained in Proposition 5.1, [3].

Proposition 5.1 completes the proof of LP-boundedness of sup;, | *
f| and thence of Mr. Noting that from (33) we may also obtain

, 1< p<oo,

(Z ISkfk|2> "

k

> Skfk| <C
k p

p

we may now deduce the result for #r from that for Mr, following
the argument in [3].
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