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We consider the uniqueness of solutions of the equation A’>u = ¢* in four-
dimensional Euclidean space. Our main result is that the solutions are all
classical ones, provided that the energy of the solutions is finite and the
diffusion of the solutions decays to zero at infinity. The method we used in
this paper is known as the method of moving spheres.

1. Introduction
We consider the fourth-order nonlinear elliptic differential equation
(1-1) ANu=e" inR*
It is easy to check that for all & > 0 and xo € R*, the functions

384¢?
(e +|x —xo2)*
where ¢ and x( are parameters, are solutions of (1-1). An easy computation shows
that these functions satisfy

(1-2) u(x) =log

(1-3) f e'dx =B < o0
R4
and
(1-4) Iim Au =0,
|x|—00

where B = 32wy, the volume of the unit sphere in R* being denoted by w.
We are interested in the classification of solutions of (1-1) under conditions
(1-3) and (1-4), for arbitrary B. We prove:

Main Theorem. Ler u € C*(R*) be a solution of (1-1) satisfying the additional
conditions (1-3) and (1-4) for some constant B > 0. Then u takes the form (1-2)
for some & > 0 and xo € R*.
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Equation (1-1) has roots in conformal geometry. Let (M, g) be a complete
Riemmanian manifold. Associated to g, there are tensors such as the full curvature
tensor R, the Ricci curvature tensor Ric and the scalar curvature s. The Laplace
operator A is a well known elliptic operator on M associated with the metric g. In
dimension 4, the integrand of Gauss—Bonnet formula modulo the Weyl tensor part
is given by

120 = —As +s% — 3Ric?,

where the Q-curvature Q is similar to the scalar curvature in dimension 2. From the
conformal geometric point of view, consider two metrics g, g related by g =e** go.
If Qg and Q,, are the respective Q-curvatures, one checks by an easy calculation
that

Pw+2Q0= Q.e*,

where P = AZ + 8(3sI — 2Ric)d is the Paneitz operator. Once we consider
M =R*and g = §; ;» the standard metric on R*, the preceding equation takes the
form:

(1-5) AP w = Qge*.

We are interested in the problem of classifying the solutions of (1-5) with Q,
constant. By simple rescaling, we can reduce (1-5) to (1-1).

It is also known that the operator P is conformally covariant and S* and R* are
conformally related. On sS4, Equation (1-5) takes the form

(1-6) A*v—2Av =6(* — 1),

if we assume that Q, = Q4 = 3. From the conformal point of view, we are
interested in (1-6) rather than (1-5). Under stereographic projection, if v is a
solution of (1-6), then u = v + log2 — log(1 + r?) will be a solution of (1-5)
satisfying (1-3) and (1-4). Hence we have shown:

Corollary. All solutions of (1-6) arise from conformal transformations of S* (such
solutions are known as classical).

The statement that all solutions of (1-6) with minimizing energy are classical so-
lutions was proved by Chang and Yang [1995] and the general case was announced
by M. Gursky, with a proof along very different lines.

In this work we use the method of moving spheres, a variant of the method of
moving planes. The latter is well known and has been put to use in the classification
of certain nonlinear second order elliptic equations; see [Caffarelli et al. 1989;
Gidas et al. 1979; Chen and Li 1991], for example. The method of moving spheres
is relatively new; see [Li and Zhu 1995] and its references. The main ingredient in
the method is the maximum principle. However, the equation under consideration
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is of order four, so the principle does not hold. This is the fundamental difficulty
in dealing with this equation.

The paper is organized as follows. In Section 2 we prove that there is an upper
bound for all solutions of (1-1) under assumptions (1-3) and (1-4). In fact, condi-
tion (1-4) is not necessary for this purpose. After we have this important property
of the solutions, we derive in Section 3 other properties of the solutions to be used
later. The crux of the work is Section 4, where we prove the main theorem.

A similar problem can be posed for higher-dimensional spaces. We will come
back to it in future publications.

Remark. Similar results have been obtained in [Chang and Yang 1997] and [Lin
1998] using the method of moving planes.

2. An upper bound for u

Theorem 2.1. Ifu € C*(RY) is a solution of (1-1) satisfying (1-3) and (1-4) for
some constant B > 0, there exists a constant C > 0 such that supgs u < C.

Lemma 2.2. If u satisfies (1-1) and (1-3), then
Au <0.

Proof. We want to show that Au(xg) < 0 for any xg € R*. By a change of coordi-
nates, we can assume xg = 0. Set

1 1
3 / uds and w(r)= 3 / wds,
\x|:r a)4r |x|:r

w4r

u(r)=

where w = —Au. Since u(0) = u(0) and w(0) = w(0), we only need to show that
w(0) > 0. By the divergence theorem, we know that

0
/ Awdx = ,03—<,0_3f wa’s)
B ap 9B

P p

(see [Gilbarg and Trudinger 1983, p. 14]). But in our case, Aw = —e". Hence,

d ([ 3
—\p wds | <0.
ap 9B,

Integrate both sides from O to R to get
R_3f wds < wsw(0)
3BR

forall R > 0.
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Now, on the contrary, assume that w(0) < 0. Thus for all » > 0,

B(r) = —
wyr

/ wds <w(0) <O0.
lx|=r
On the other hand,

@)+ 27 () + () =0,

so we obtain the inequality
u"(r)+ %ﬁ/(r) > —w(0).

Multiplying by 3, integrating, and using the fact that i’(r) is bounded near
r =0, we obtain

i (r) > —Alfw(O) r4.
Thus we get u'(r) > —}Lw(O) r. It follows that

i1 (r) > u(0) — fw(0) r’.

Since w4 fOR ru(r)dr = -/BR udx,, thus

[e.e]
w4f r3ﬁ(r)dr=/ udxf/ é'dx < B < o0.
0 R4 R4

Now since —w(0) > 0, there is a contradiction between the last two displayed
equations. Therefore we have shown that w(0) > 0, as desired. Il

Proof of Theorem 2.1. By assumption (1-4), there exists a constant A > 0 such
that

Au>—-A inR%.
From Lemma 2.2, then, we have | f| < A on R*, where f is defined by f(x) =

—Au(x). Given xo € R*, let B; be a ball of radius 1 centered at xj. Recalling that
Au € C*(R*), we take u, to be a solution of

—Au1 =f in B],
ui =0 on 831.

From elliptic theory we know that |u;| < Cy, for some constant C; depending
on A but not depending on xg. Set uy = u — u;. Then Auy = 0 in the ball B;. By
the mean value theorem for harmonic functions, we have

2-1) ”u;”LC’O(Buz) = CZ/ M;_ dx.
B



SOLUTIONS OF FOURTH-ORDER NONLINEAR ELLIPTIC EQUATIONS 365

On the other hand, we have 142+ <u™ 4 |uy|, and since

/u+dx§/ é'*dx =B < +00
R R4

by assumption (1-3), we see that ””;”U(Bl) < C3(A, B). Combining this with
(2-1), we obtain ||u3 ||z~(5,,) < Cs. Finally, since u = us +uy, we get

ut < u; +|lu1| < Cs5(A, B),
as desired. O

Remark. In fact, Theorem 2.1 holds even without assumption (1-4), but we do
not need this fact.

3. Decay properties of the solutions at infinity

Theorem 3.1. Suppose that u € CH(RY) is a solution of (1-1) satisfying (1-3) and
(1-4) for some constant B > 0. Set

1

d=— | é"dx.
40)4 R4
Then
() Au() = —— S
1 ulx) = ——— - ,
204 Jps 1x — yI? g

(i1) 4x -Vu(x) > |x|2Au(x) —2d,
u(x)
(iii) Tog [x| < C for some constant C and |x| large enough.

og |x

Proof. Consider the function w defined by
= [ g —yi—1 “ g
wix) = 7 (log|x — y[ —log|y)e™" dy.
w4 JR4
A simple calculation shows that

1 u
Aw(x):—/ e—dy and A’w = —é".
204 Jge |x — yI?
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Now, since u < C for some constant C by Theorem 2.1, we have, for all x € R?,

|Aw(x)] lf S
wkx)| = —
208 Jus Ik =y 7

Y S RN
<— v+ — ———sdy
204 Jix—yj<1 |x =y 204 Jix—y=1 X = yI?

e€ 1 1
< —(a)4/ rdr)-l——/ e'dy
2wy 0 204 Jix—y)=1

Let ¢ = u + w. Clearly,

ANop=Nu+Nw=e"—e"=0
and

—A<Ap=Au+ Aw < Cg,

since Au <0 by Lemma 2.2.
Interior gradient estimates show that Ag is a constant. But we can see, from
assumption (1-4) and Theorem 2.1, that lim|y|oc A@ = 0. Thus (i) is proved.
Now from (i), we know that ¢ is a harmonic function. As a first step, for large
x, we have

w(x) 1
64 o —d] = | [ (tog 1~ log x|~ logyi)e” dy
og |x]| dwglog |x| |Jgs
1 —
- lx —yl ol d
dwglog x| Jiy <1 x|yl
1 |X—y| u i
dwglog x| Jiy =1 x|yl -

Here we have used the fact that the function log |x — y| is integrable over the ball
B(x, 1).

Since u has an upper bound by Theorem 2.1, we conclude there are constants
a, B such that ¢(x) < o + Blog|x|. Hence ¢(x) < o + Blog(|x—xo| + |xo]), for
any xo € R* and any r = |x — xo| > 0.

On B, (xp), the ball of radius r at xg, we consider ¥ (x) = o+ B log(r+|xo|) — ¢.
It is easy to see that ¥ (x) > 0 in the ball B, (xg) and Ay =0. Fori =1, 2, 3, 4, we
have A(dy/0x;) = 0 in the ball B, (xg). By the mean value theorem for harmonic
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functions we then have, forO < p <r,

d
‘—( 0 =‘ (xo )‘ f Wy dx
@ap* Jjx—xgl<p i
_ 14/ w(x))ci_—(x())ids'
w40 lx—xo|=p P
1 1
<— Y(x)ds = ;(oe+ﬂlog(r+ [xo]) — @(x0)).

w40* Jix—xol=p

If we fix xg, set p = r and let r tend to infinite, we see that ¢ is a constant. Thus
u==C—wkx).
Hence relation (iii) follows from (3—4). To show (ii), we work as follows:

1 x-(x—=y) , |x| et
4)x-Vu| =4 — — ——e'dy| < — dy
4wy Jpe |x —y|? g Jps |x =yl

x| ol 12 12
(] o) (o)
w4 \Jpt [x — Yl R

= 2V2(Ix (= Au)) 2d"? < |x |2 (— Au) + 2d. O

Remark. For getting (i), we can relax condition (1-4) to lim|y|— o sup Au = 0.
Once we obtain (i), inequality (ii) follows with the same argument.

4. Proof of Theorem 2.1

We start with an observation easily checked by an elementary calculation. Let
u € CH(R*) satisfy (1-1). If we set v(x) = u(x/|x|*) — 8log|x|, the function v
satisfies

4-1) Ay = expv.

Similarly, for A > 0, set

vi(x)=v (|)L2|2> 81o |3)i|

Then vy (x) = u(x/A%) — 8log A and hence A”v, = exp v,. Combining this with
(4-1), we get:

Lemma 4.1. Let v and v),_be as above. The function w, := v — v, satisfies
Aw; (x) = (exp ¥ (x)) wy (x),

where (x) is a real number between v(x) and v; (x). ]
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Proposition 4.2. For A > 0 large enough, w, (x) and —Aw, (x) are nonnegative
forall x € B, (0)\ {0}

Proof. Step 1. There exists Ry > 0 such that w) (x) > 0 for Ry < |x| < A/2. Indeed,

e (5 ) ) o
(| |)+8log| E <|x|>+810g2

which is positive if Ry is large enough.

Step 2. There exists Ry > R such that w; (x) >0 and Aw, (x) <0 for Ry <|x| <.
Indeed,

—Aw, = A@(%)) - A<u(ﬁ)> +8A(log |x])
= s (Fan () - pten(2) + Z| wu(3) 1)

If Ry > 1, we have

Set C = maxg, |Vu|. Then

4 X; X
‘4IZI<|X|2> (W)

if Ry is large enough. Letting B = maxp |Aul, we get

|x| Y (Au )( ) x|~ (Au)<| |2)‘<'x| B+ B <(1 +|1|2)B<4

— )L4 |x|2

4c _

_|x|_

if B/R; < 1. Therefore, if Ry > R is large enough, we have —Aw; (x) > 0 for
Ry < x| <A

Since w; (x) > 0 when |x| = A/2 and w; (x) = 0 when |x| = A, we conclude by
the maximum principle that w; > 0 in the region R < A/2 < |x| < A.

Step 3. If d = (1/4wy) fR4 e dx < 8, there exists Ry > Ry such that wy (x) > 0 and
—Aw, > 0forall x € Bg,(0)\{0} and all > > R;. Indeed, for 0 < |x| < Ry, d <8,
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and A large enough, we have

wx(X)=U(X)—< (ﬁ I);) 8log %):u(&%)—u(%)—é&log'i—'

:(u<|x|2) 810g|x|> (%)—H%logk.

Since u(x/|x|?) — 8log|x| = (d — 8 + o(1)) log |x| remains positive as x tends
to 0, we see that

u(|x|2> 8log|x| = —C forx € Bg,(0)\ {0}

and that u(x/kz) < Cjy; thus, if A is large enough, we have w; (x) > 0 for x €
Bpg,(0)\ {0}. Similarly,

4-2)  |x[*(—Aws(x))

= F e (5) - e (i |2>+4<|x%'w(|x|2>>“6
z2(8—d)+|x| (Au )( )

where we have used Theorem 3.1(ii). Now observe that when A is large,

HRIWTES

can be as small as we want. Thus we conclude that (—Aw;(x)) > 0 for x €
Bg,(0) \ {0}.

Together the three steps imply that the proposition is true, apart form the claim
that —Aw, (x) > 0 in the region Ry < |x| < A/2. But it is easy to verify this by

using the maximum principle, since A(—Aw, (x)) = —(exp ¥ (x)) wy(x) <0 and
—Aw,(x) > 0 on |x| = Ry/2 by Step 3 and —Aw;(x) > 0 on |x| = 31/4 by
Step 2. U

Now we define, for b € R*,
Ap=inf{A >0 : wy ,(x) >0, —Awy ,(x) > 0in B, (0)\ {0} for A < pu < 400},
where wj, , = vj(x) — (V). (x), vy (x) =up(x/|x|*) —8log x| and uj(x) =u(x+b).

Proposition 4.3. There exists b € R* such that Az > 0.
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Proof. For all b € R* A > 0, set

) —8log "A‘—|> — wy (%)

2
801 () = 1y () — (vb(f;—é

for all x € B, (0) \ {0}.
Suppose the proposition is not true. Then wy_, > 0 for all b € R* and all A > 0.
Now, one observes that

8b.1x(x) =0,
&b, 1x|(rx) =8logr +vp(rx) — vb<§> >0 forall0<r <1.

It follows that

<0.

r=1

d .8
E(gb,m(FX))‘r:l <0, thatis, - + (Vup)(rx) - x + (Vv)(’rﬁ) . :_2

Simplify this to get

(4-3) 842V, -x <0.
Now by a change of variables we get
(x=b)-(Vu)(x)+4<0.
Dividing both sides by |b| and sending |b| to 400, we have
—Vv-wp <0.

Thus —Vv(x) - wp > 0 for all y € R*. Thus from (19) and arbitrarily of b, we have
Vv =0. Thus v is a constant, contradicting the fact that [, e¥ dx = [, €" dx < o0.
O

Proposition 4.4. Suppose there exists b € R* such that », > 0. Then wj p(x)
vanishes for all x € R*.

Proof. Assume without loss of generality that b = 0. Suppose, contrary to the
proposition, that some w;,,(x) # 0 satisfies

wy, >0and — Aw;, >0 in By,\ {0},

A wy, = eV w;, in B;, \ {0}.
Recall that
Wi, () = u<iz) —u(%) +8log Ao — 8log |x|
|x| Ay

X
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Set 6 = 8log Ao — C, where C is the upper bound of u.
u(#) —8log |x| = (d — 8+ o(1)) log |x|
remains positive as |x| — 0, we can choose 0 < rg < 1 such that

X
M(W)—Slogl)dz

if |x| < rg. Therefore, if |x| <r¢/2,

log |x| >

logrg>1-34§

Wi, (X) =u<ﬁ> —u(%) +8log Ao — 8log |x|
0

2u<|;?)+810g)\0—810g|x|—C2 1>0.

and similarly, by using equation (4-2), we can easily see that there exists a ro > 0
such that —Aw; (x) > L if |x| <rg/2.
Now consider that

AN wy, = eV wy, in By, \ Bry2(0),
wy, > 0and — Aw,, >0 in B),\ B,,,2(0),
Wy, > 0and — Aw,, >0 on 9B, ,>(0),
wy, =0and — Aw,, >0 on dBy,(0).

By the maximum principle, we have Aw;, < 0 and w;, > 0 for ro/2 < |x| < Ag.
Next, by the definition of 1y, we have two cases to discuss:

Case 1. There exists a sequence { i} such that Ay < ,g for all k, and further

lim Ay, =X and _ inf w,, <O.
k—o00 B;, (0\{0}

For k large enough, we have
w;, ()= 1 forx € Byy2(0)\ {0).
It follows that there exists x; € B 2 (0)\ By, /2(0) such that

wy, (X)) = _ min  wy, <O0.
B;, (0)\{0}

Itis clear that ro /2 < |xx| < Ax. Hence Vwy, (xi) vanishes and Aw;, (x¢) is non-
negative. After passing to a subsequence (still denoted by x; and still converging
to xp), we get

Wy, (x0) =0, Vwy,(x0) =0, Awy,(xo) >0.
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Thus |xo| = A¢. Since —Aw,,,(x) > 0 for x near xg if |xg| = Ag, Hopf’s Lemma
yields (9/9n)(w;,)(xo) > 0. This contradicts the equality Vw, (xo) = 0, showing
that wy, vanishes.

Case 2. Alternatively, suppose there exists a constant gy € (0, Lo/2) such that, for
all A > o — &g, we have w; > 0in B, (0) \ {0}. Then there is a sequence {A;} such
that A, < g for all k, and further

_inf  (—Aw,,) <O0.

lim Ay =X9 and
—0 B, (0)\{0}

Now, the relations w; > 0 on B, (0) \ {0} and w; = 0 on its boundary imply that
ow, /or < 0 on the boundary. This, together with the formula (4-2) for —Awj,
shows that —Aw, > 0 on the boundary of the ball.

Then we can apply the maximum principle to show that —Aw;, > 0, contradict-
ing the assumptions made. |

Remark. By putting Propositions 4.3 and 4.4 together, it is not hard to show that
d = 8, which contradicts the assumption that d < 8.

Lemma 4.5. For d > 8, the limit @ =1im x| o (u(x) +d log |x|) exists and is finite.
Furthermore, for |x| > 1, we have

Clog |x|

C C
lu(x) +dloglx| —a| < : ]|x|2Au+2d]§ﬁ, lx-Vu+d| < —.
X

x| |x
Proof. Since

1
u(x):a——f log |x — y|e" dy,
40)4 R4

we have
1 Cl
|u(x) +d log |x| —oz| = / (log Ix — y| — log |x|)e” dy| < og |x|’
46!)4 R4 |)C|
by elementary calculations. The other two estimates are verified similarly. O

Now we consider

2
wy(x) =ulx) — <u(|);—|)§) —8log %)

Clearly, A2 w);, = (exp ¥) w;..

Proposition 4.6. For A large enough, w; (x) and —Aw, (x) are nonnegative for all
x € B, (0)\ {0}.
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Proof. Step 1. There exists Ry large enough such that wy, >0 for all Ry <|x| <X\/2.
Indeed, by Lemma 4.5,

A A2x
Wy, = u(x) — u <| ;>+81g|k|—u(x)+810g|x| (| |2) 8log A

2
— u(x) +dlog |x| + 8 — d) log |x| —u(lk |2> 8 log A
2
—> +(8—2d)10g|i|
|x]

2
:(u(x)+dlog|x|)—(u(l);—;)—i—dlog .

)\'2
z(2d—8)10g2+(u(x)+dlog|x|)—( (| |2)+dl BT |>

> 8log2+ 0(—1°|gx||"|>,

which is positive for |x| large.

Step 2. There exists Ry > Ro such that w;(x) > 0 and —Aw, (x) > 0 when R <
AJ2 < |x| < A, provided that d > 8. Indeed,

_Aw,\(x):—Au(x)+A<u(|);%)) 8A<10g le)

A4 A2x A2x; ([ Ax 16
:_Au(x)+W(Au)(W)—4§:(|x|4 l<|x|2>)_W
=|x|2((—|x|2Au(x)—2d)+<| [ (A )(| |2>+2d)

4.2 2
_4(2("\)6;‘2' (l);é))+d>+(4d—l6)),

which is nonnegative if R; is large enough and d > 8.
Since wy(x) = 0 on |x|] = A and w; (x) > 0 on |x| = A/2, from maximum
principle, we have w, (x) > 0 for Ry <A/2 <|x| <A and R; > Ry.

Step 3. There exists Ry > Ry such that for all . > Ry, wy (x) >0 for x € Bg,(0)\ {0}

if d > 8. Indeed, once again, we have

Wi () = u(x) — (|’\ l);) +8log ";'

2
=u(x)—< (? |§)+dlog|)‘l)+(2d—8)1ogx—(d—8)1og|x|.
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Clearly the condition |x| < Ry implies u(x) > —C,

2 2
u(l);—;) +dlog |);C—|‘ < C for A large enough,

and log |x| <log Ry. From these relations, together with the condition 2d — 8 > 0
and the last formula on the previous page, one obtains w; (x) > 0 for all |x| < Ry.

This concludes the proof apart from the claim that —Aw, > 0. To show this,
we consider the new function ¢(x) = |x|*>(—Awy,). Set &, = infjy= ¢(x). From
Lemma 4.5 and the expression of —Aw;, in Step 2, we know that lim,_,g&, = 0.
Now by a simple calculation, we obtain, for 0 <r < A,

Ap(x) = 2V|x[*- Vo) + [ (exp ¥) wy(x) =0 in B;.(0)\ B, (0).
Since ¢ > ¢, on dB,(0) and ¢ > 0 on d B, (0), from maximum principle, we get
¢ = min{0, &} on B;(0)\ B,(0).
If we let r go to 0, we obtain ¢ > 0 on B, (0) \ {0}, which is what we want. [

Now we define up(x) = u(x +b) for any b € R* and

w;, p(x) = up(x) — (ub<|);%) —8log %)
We also set
Ap = inf{k >0:wy,,>0 —Aw,,>0o0n EM(O) \ {0} forall A < u < oo}.
Proposition 4.7. There exists b € R* such that Ap > 0.

Proof. Like that of Proposition 4.3. g

Proposition 4.8. Suppose that A, > 0 for some b € R*. Then wy. p(x)0 for all
x e R%

Proof. Without loss of generality, we assume b = 0. Suppose that w;,(x) # 0.
From the definition of A9, we have wy, > 0 and —Aw,, > 0 in B),\ {0}, and
A w;, = eV w;, in By, \ {0}. Now

2

A
W, (x) = u(x) — u(ﬁ) + 8log x|

A0
2 2

A A
=u(x)— (u(ﬁ) —|—a’10g|70|) +dlog A3 + (8 — d) log |x| — 8 log Ao,

which is greater than or equal to 1 if |x| < rg for ry small enough and d > 8;
moreover
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A(Z)x
—Awy, = —Au(x) + A M(W) — 8A log |x|
4 2
Py
= x| ( Ix| Au+<| |2A (| Oé>+2d)

Adx A2
—4(525 - (v (£83) +d) +2@ - ®) ),
| x| |x|
which is nonnegative if |x| < ry with ro small enough and d > 8. Thus, from the
maximum principle, we know that w,, > 0 and —Aw;,, > 0 in B,,(0) \ {0}.

Next, by the definition of A, we again have two cases to discuss:

Case 1. There exists a sequence {\} such that L, — Ao, A < Ay and

_inf  wy, <O.
B, (0)\[0)

It is not difficult to see that, for k large enough, we have
wy, (x) > 5 forall x € By \ {0}.
Hence there exists x; € B 2 (0)\ By, ,2(0) such that

wy, (xx) = min wy, <0.
By (0\ By 2(0)
Clearly r9/2 < |xx| < Ax. Therefore Vw,, (xx) = 0 and Aw;, (xx) > 0. After
passing to a subsequence (still denoted by x; and still converging to xp), we get

Wy, (x0) =0, Vwy,(x0) =0, Awy,(xo) >0.

Thus |xg| = Ag. Since —Aw,,(x) >0 for x € E;\O (0)\ B,,/2(0), by Hopf’s Lemma,
dw;,/dn < 0 at xq if wy, # 0. This contradicts the equality Vw;,(xo) = 0 since
dwy, /01 =1 - Vwy, (x0).

Case 2. Otherwise, there is a constant gy € (0, Ag/2) such that w,(x) > 0 for
all A > Ao — &g and all x € B, (0) \ {0}. The same argument used at the end of
Proposition 4.4 will bring us the desired contradiction. O

Thus by using Propositions 4.7 and 4.8 we can show that d = 8, which contra-
dicts to assumption that d > 8. Combining this with the remark after Proposition
4.4, we have d = 8. In this case, we still work with the Kelvin transformation v
of u and can see that Propositions 4.2—4.4 are still valid. The reason is that, for
Proposition 4.2, Steps 1 and 2 do not need the assumption d < 8, Step 3 still holds
true with help of Lemma 4.5 and the maximum principle (see the argument given
at the end of the proof of Proposition 4.6). Proposition 4.3 holds true in general
while Proposition 4.4 will go through without any difficulty.
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Proposition 4.9. For all b € R*, we have A;, > 0.

Proof. 1t follows from Proposition 4.3 and Proposition 4.4 that there exists some
b € R* such that Ajp>0and w,-1 z(x) =0 forall x € R*. That is, we have
5

v5<x>=v5( )—810g<x,;|x|).

21,12
)¥5|x|
It follows that

(4-4) ‘ l‘im (uj(x) +8log |x|) = u;(0) — 8log ;= u(b) — 8log A;.
X|—> 00

Suppose that there exists a b € R* such that A, = 0. Then

2
wy, p(x) =vp(x) — (vb()”—X) —8log

|x|?

|x|

T) >0 forallA>0and x € B;(0)\ {0}.

It follows that

ub<|;?) > ub(%) —8log li—| for all > 0 and x € B, (0) \ {0}.

Fixing A > 0 and sending |x| to 0, we have, by (4-4),
u(b) —8logrj > up(0) —8log A = u(b) — 8logA.
Now sending A to 0, we reach a contradiction. O
What we have shown so far is this:

Proposition 4.10. Suppose u is a solution of (1-1) satisfying conditions (1-3) and
(1-4). Then
1

— e'dx = 8.
4(1)4 R4

Moreover, forall b € R*, there exists some Ay > 0 such that

(Ab_zx) Ab
4-5) up(x) = uy —8log —

|x|? x|
for all x € R*, where uy(x) = u(x +b).

Proposition 4.11. If u satisfies (4-5), there exist xy, A > 0 such that



SOLUTIONS OF FOURTH-ORDER NONLINEAR ELLIPTIC EQUATIONS 377

Proof. Set f(x) =exp(u(x)/4). From (4-5), we get

—2

f(x—l—b):exp(é—l‘u(x—l—b)) expl( <)‘| 2 +b)—810g(kb|x|))

a2 (A x
=2 b).
e’ ( P

A variable change gives

_ e (e=h)
TO=1 b|2f(| —op +)‘

Now set A = limy | o0 x> f (x) = 4,2 £ ().
If A=0, itis easy to see that f =0, since otherwise A, 7% 0, which is impossible.
If A#0, weget f >0, since A;zf(b) = A. Thus A > 0. Without loss of
generality, we can assume A = 1. Now for |x| large,

-2

Ag X
)= L(f(O) + gy 2oty o(i))

x| dx; x| |x|
and
Ay’ of My li—=b) | 1
f(X)— D (f( )+—( ) x b|2 +0<m>)'
Combining these two equations and the assumption A = 1, we obtain

d d
a—f(b)f‘Z(b) = —f<0>f—2<0) —~
Xi 8xi

It follows that

af !

af !
™ (0,

8x,-

(b) =2b; —

that is,

1
—(f Hb) = x(lbl o (O)b)

Therefore f~'(b) = |b— bo|*> + 1> for some by € [R{4 and some constant A > 0. We
conclude that u(x) = 4log (a /(|x —xo|*+ Az)) for some positive number a, since
A = 1. Now by a direct check, we see that a = 384 /4 1. This completes the proof
of Proposition 4.11 and of our main result. O
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