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REALIZING TREES OF CONFIGURATIONS IN THIN SETS

ALLAN GREENLEAF, ALEX IOSEVICH AND KRYSTAL TAYLOR

Let ¢ (x, y) be a continuous function, smooth away from the diagonal, such
that, for some o > 0, the associated generalized Radon transforms

RS f(x) = f FOIW () doxs ()
d(x,y)=t

map L?(R?) — L2(R9) for all ¢ > 0. Let E be a compact subset of R?
for some d > 2, and suppose that the Hausdorff dimension of E is greater
than d — «. We show that any tree graph 7 on k + 1 (k > 1) vertices is stably
realizable in E, in the sense that for each ¢ in some open interval there exist
distinct x!, x2, ..., x**! € E such that the ¢-distance ¢ (x, x/) equals ¢ for
all pairs (i, j) corresponding to the edges of T'.

We extend this result to trees whose edges are prescribed by more compli-
cated point configurations, such as congruence classes of triangles.

1. Introduction

The celebrated Falconer distance conjecture (see, e.g., [6; 21; 22]) states that if
the Hausdorff dimension of a compact set E C RY, d >2,is greater than %, then
the Lebesgue measure of the distance set A(E) = {|x — y| : x, y € E} is positive.
Until recently, the best results known were due to Wolff [31] in two dimensions
and Erdogan [4] in higher dimensions. They proved that Lebesgue measure of the
distance set is positive if the Hausdorff dimension of E satisfies dimy (E) > % + %
When d =2, Orponen [27] proved that, under the additional assumption that E C R?
is Ahlfors—David regular, if dim4;(E) > 1, then the packing dimension of A(E) is 1.

Currently, the best known exponent threshold for the Falconer distance problem
in two dimensions is %, due to Guth, Iosevich, Ou and Wang [14]. In higher
dimensions, the best exponent in odd dimensions, recently established by Du, Ou,
Ren and Zhang [3], is % + }‘ — 8dlﬂ; see [2] for even dimensions.
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The Falconer problem has many variations, where distance is replaced by more
general k-point configurations, which need not be scalar-valued. For p € N and
k> 2, let ®: (RY)* — RP be a continuous function which is smooth (except
possibly on a lower-dimensional set). For a compact E C R?, the ®-configuration
set of E [9] is the compact set

Ao(E) ={®", ..., x5 :x!, ... . xFe E} cRP,

and one can look for lower bounds on dimy (E) ensuring that Ag (E) has positive
Lebesgue measure in R”.

A further variation on the Falconer problem, originating in Mattila and Sj6lin’s
result for the distance set [23], seeks to determine values s¢ so that dimy (E) > s¢
guarantees that Ag (E) has nonempty interior in R”, in which case @ is said to be
a Mattila—Sjolin function. See [7; 11; 12; 13; 16; 17; 20; 23; 28; 29] for results of
this type.

A particularly interesting example arises when the Euclidean distance |x — y|
is replaced by a more general function ¢ (x, y). For a compact E C R¢, for some
d>2,anda¢: R? x R? — R, continuous and smooth away from the diagonal, we
define the generalized distance set

(1-1) Ay(E)={p(x,y):x,ye E}CR.

Eswarathasan, Iosevich and Taylor proved in [5] that if ¢ satisfies the nonvanishing
Monge—Ampere determinant condition,

1-2 d T 2 ;ﬁ 0
- t 2 s
( . © (V)’¢ ) dify_i

on the set {(x,y) : ¢(x,y) =t}, and if E C RY, d>2,isa compact set with
dimy(E) > %, then the Lebesgue measure of Ag(E) is positive. A particularly
compelling case arises when E is a subset of a compact Riemannian manifold
without boundary or conjugate points and ¢ is the induced distance function.
Tosevich, Liu and Xi proved in two dimensions [19] that if dimy (E) > 451 then
the Lebesgue measure of Ay (E) is positive, matching the exponent obtained in the
Euclidean case of [14].

The main thrust of this paper is to develop a general technique to study finite
point configurations of a graph-theoretic nature in Euclidean space and Riemannian
manifolds, and apply it to resolve several open problems. We let G = (V, ) denote
an undirected graph on k vertices. The edge map of G is £g : V xV — {0, 1},
Eg(i, j)=1if i # j and the i-th and j-th vertices are connected by an edge in E,
and O otherwise.
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Definition 1.1 (generalized distance graph). A continuous ¢ : R? x R¢ — R, smooth
away from the diagonal and such that ¢ (x, y) = ¢ (y, x), a compact E C R4, and a
t > 0 define the generalized distance graph G ;(E), whose vertices are the points
in E, and for which two vertices x, y € E, x # y, are connected by an edge if and
only if ¢ (x,y) =t.

We say that an (abstract) connected finite graph G can be realized in E if there
exists ¢ > 0 such that G is isomorphic to a subgraph of G ;(E); furthermore, G is
said to be stably realized in E if the set of such ¢ has nonempty interior.

Bennett, losevich and Taylor proved in [1] that if E C R4, d > 2, such that
dimy (E) > %, ¢(x,y)=|x—yl|,and G is a path (or chain), then G can be stably
realized in E. In [15], Iosevich and Taylor extended this result to the more general
case when G is a tree.

We note that trees and chains have also been considered for notions of size
other than Hausdorff dimension, see, for instance, [24; 25], where McDonald and
Taylor proved that chains and trees are stably realized in product sets of sufficient
Newhouse thickness, and see [26] for a topological variant, where the same authors
showed that all countably infinite bounded point configurations, including infinite
trees, are stably realized in second category Baire sets [26] and linked this area to
the Erdds similarity conjecture.

In this paper, we begin by extending these types of results to generalized distance
graphs, showing that arbitrary trees are stably realized in sets E with dimy (E)
sufficiently high (with threshold depending on ¢ but not on the tree G), under
the assumption that the generalized Radon transform associated with ¢ satisfies a
suitable Sobolev mapping property.

We shall also show that our method allows one to prove such results for trees G
composed of elements of a fixed configuration; for brevity, we illustrate this just
for a tree of triangles.

Example 1.2. Let ¢ (4, v) = |u — v| denote the standard Euclidean distance and
the tree G be a path on three vertices, V = {xl, x2, x3}. In Section 2.2 below, we
show that the configurations consisting of G, or in fact any tree, ‘decorated’ with
congruent triangles can be stably realized in any compact E C R, d > 4, with
dimy (E) > (2d 4+ 3) /3. See Figure 1 below, the discussion in the next section, and
further details in Section 2.2.

1.1. Structure of this paper. We begin by proving a result about tree structures
in sets of a given Hausdorff dimension based on a general scheme that applies
to a wide variety of situations. We then show that, if a (sufficiently symmetric)
configuration can be embedded in the distance graph of a set E and dimy (E) is
sufficiently high, then a free of such configurations, where the edges of the tree are
suitable subsets of the hyperedge defined by this configuration, is also guaranteed to
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Figure 1. Chain of two congruent triangles.

be stably realizable under a suitable dimensional threshold on E. We then provide
concrete applications based on Fourier integral operator bounds for associated
Radon transforms.

1.2. Trees in general distance graphs. An important aspect of our approach is to
formulate the realizability of trees (and certain other configurations) in a general
setting. Let i be a compactly supported nonnegative probability Borel measure
on R?, and

K :R? x R? = [0, 00)

a symmetric, (X u)-integrable continuous function. Consider the graph, denoted
by G, whose vertices are the points of E C R, with two vertices x, y € E being
connected by an edge if and only if K (x, y) > 0.

The following result will allow us to reduce a variety of configuration problems
to a series of concrete operator bounds.

Theorem 1.3 (tree building criteria). Let u and K be as above. Define
Uk f) = [K(x.»fO)duy) forall f €Co®?),

and suppose that

(1-3) [[K @ dne du) > o,

and

(1-4) Uk : L>(n) — L*() continuously.
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Then for any k > 1,
(1-5) /--~/K(x1,x2)1<(x2,x3>~--K(x’ix"“)du(xhdu(xz)---du(x"“) > 0.

More generally, let T be a tree graph on n vertices, n > 2, with edge map Er.
Define K* : (R?)" — [0, 00) by

K*x',....x"= T[] K, x)).
1<i<j<n
gr(iajj)=1
Then
(1-6) /--.fK*(xl,...,x")du(xl)du(xz)---du(x") > 0.

In other words, the existence of trees even in this generalized setting is simply
a consequence of assumptions (1-3) and (1-4). For example, in order to handle
the Euclidean distance graph, where the vertices are points in a compact set £ and
two vertices are connected by an edge if and only if the distance between them
is equal to some fixed r > 0, one takes K = o;(x — y), where o is the surface
measure on the sphere of radius ¢. In this case, Uk is the corresponding translation-
invariant spherical averaging operator. As a technical point, even though o is a
measure and not an L' function, the proof is accomplished by convolving o with
the approximation to the identity at scale € and checking that the estimates (upper
and lower bounds (see, e.g., [1]) do not depend on €. The existence of arbitrary
trees in the case K = o,(x — y) was previously established by Iosevich and Taylor
in [15]. Further, observe that nondegeneracy of the point configurations in question
is guaranteed by the positivity of the integrals in (1-5) and (1-6), since degenerate
configurations form lower-dimensional sets, which are of measure 0 with respect
to ®" .

The view point afforded by Theorem 1.3 also proves useful in the context of
trees of hypergraphs, significantly expanding the scope of configurations that can
be handled. For example, suppose that we want to show that a set £ contains many
2-chains of congruent triangles (see Figure 1). We are led to considering, for a
Borel measure p supported on E, the expression

(1-7) /(S)Fl(xl,x%Fz(xz,y1>F3(y1,x1>F1<x2,x3)Fz(x3,yz)Fg(yz,x%
dp(xydp(y") dp(x® du(y?) du(x?),

where, for j = 1,2, 3, the F;(x, y) are nonnegative L' functions which will be
smoothed out versions of §(|]x — y| —¢;), where the vector f=(t1, 1, 3) can range
over a set S of side length vectors with nonempty interior in [Ri. Then we may
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rewrite (1-7) in the form

f/ K" K (2 23 dp () dp(e?) du (),

where
(1-8) K(x,y):=Fi(x,y) /Fz(x, DF3(y,2)du(z) = K(y, x)

is symmetric and satisfies (1-3) and (1-4). Thus, Theorem 1.3 applies, establishing
the existence in E of chains of two congruent triangles, for all vectors 7 € S. More
details can be found in Section 2.2 below, together with the extension from 2-chains
to arbitrary trees of triangles and certain other configurations.

2. Consequences of Theorem 1.3

We begin with corollaries in the setting of trees, followed by hypergraphs, showing
that Theorem 1.3 reduces the existence of a wide variety of configuration to the
verification of conditions (1-3) and (1-4). These conditions amount to certain
function space estimates which may, depending on the particular result, be of
greater or lesser difficulty to establish. We will now proceed to work out a variety
of such examples.

2.1. Generalized Radon transforms.

Corollary 2.1 (realizing trees in sets of sufficient Hausdorff dimension). Let T be a
tree graph on n vertices, and Er its edge map. Let ¢ : R? x RY — R be continuous.
Suppose that for all t > 0, ¢ is smooth near ¥, := {(x,y) : ¢(x,y) = t}, with
Vip(x,y), Vyd(x,y) # 6 so that ¥, C R? x R? is smooth and for each x € R4,
Yri={ye R?:¢(x, y) =t} C R? is smooth. Further assume that, if ¥ is a smooth
cut-off and oy ; is the surface measure on X}, there is some o > 0 such that the
generalized Radon transform

REFG) = [ FOI¥ () doni(y)
po5

is continuous L*(R%) — Li(Rd ), locally uniformly in t.

Then, if E C R? is compact with Hausdorff dimension dimy(E) > d —a, T is
stably realizable in E. In other words, there is a nonempty open interval I C Ry
such that T is realizable in E with any gap t € I: for all t € I there exist distinct
x! ..., x" € E such that ¢ (x', x7) =t for (i, j) such that E (i, j) = 1.

(We refer to [8; 30] for treatments of the L?-based Sobolev spaces, L(Zx, o eR,
that we will use.) Corollary 2.1 will be proved in Section 4. As an example, if
¢ (x, y) =|x—y]is the Euclidean distance, the corresponding Rf’ are spherical means
operators which are smoothing of order @ = (d — 1)/2, and thus the conclusions
of Corollary 2.1 hold if the Hausdorff dimension of E is greater than (d 4+ 1)/2.
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More generally, this L> Sobolev regularity holds within the conjugate locus for the
distance induced by any Riemannian metric, leading immediately to the following.

Corollary 2.2 (realizing trees on Riemannian manifolds). Let (M, g) be a compact
Riemannian manifold without boundary or conjugate points, of dimension d > 2.
Let E be a subset of M of Hausdorff dimension > (d 4+ 1) /2, and let py; denote the
induced Riemannian distance function on M.

Let T be any tree graph on n vertices, and let Et be the corresponding edge
map. Then T is realizable in E, in the sense that there exist x,...,x"eEanda
nonempty interval I such that py (x', x7) =t for (i, j),t € I, such that E7 (i, j) = 1.

2.2. Trees of triangles. We now illustrate applications of Theorem 1.3 to more
complicated configurations, based on the approach briefly described below the
statement of Theorem 1.3 for 2-chains of congruent triangles, and this is where we
pick up the narrative and provide more details for some specific examples.

Theorem 1.3 yields the existence of trees of k-point configurations for a wide
variety of configurations studied in the literature on what are now called Mattila—
Sjolin functions. For d, p € N and k > 2, let ® : (RY)* — R” be a continuous
function which is smooth (except possibly on a lower-dimensional set). For a
compact E C RY, the ®-configuration set of E [9] is the compact set

Ag(E) :={d(x', ..., x:x!, ... xF e E} CR".

Then & is said to be a Mattila—Sjolin function if there is some s¢ < d such that
dimy (E) > s¢ ensures that Ag(E) has nonempty interior. See [7; 11; 12; 13; 16;
20; 23; 28; 29] for results of this type.

Our approach in [11; 12; 13] was as follows: Let u be a Frostman measure
supported on E and of finite s-energy. Then the Radon—Nikodym derivative of
the configuration measure ve ‘= P, (U Q - - - @ w) on R? with respect to Lebesgue
measure dt can be represented as a multilinear form A, (u, ..., u), with multilinear
kernel

Lx', . xh =8@@E!, .. xF) —0),

where § is the Dirac delta at 0 € R”. The method of partition optimization [11; 12]
and its local and microlocal variants [13] allow one to obtain estimates of the form

k
|A(fio.n fOl<C _1‘[1 1filez,
J:

for negative r; with a lower bound on ) r; depending on ®. Applying this to
f1 =---= fr = n having finite s-energy (which implies that u € L%s_ 4)2) yields
that, for ¢ in a set S C R” with nonempty interior,

Q1) 0<Ai(p sy ) =(@G" ... XN u® @u=C<oo
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if dimy (E) > s¢, and furthermore A;(u, ..., ) is continuous in £ € S. Here, the
pairing (-, -) is between distributions and Sobolev functions on R*“,

The left side of (2-1) can be rewritten in various equivalent ways by partitioning
the variables and integrating out some first. In particular, fixing distinct indices
1 <i<j<k,forpoints x, y € RY, let

A

1V = (xl,...,x. L X, X ,...,xj_l,y,xjH,...xk).
Then (2-1) implies that
iy k
2-2) K(x,y) = (5@, @ nxh)
llaé:i,]j
has the property that

(2-3) 0< f K (x, y)ux)p(y) = C < oo,

which is condition (1-3) from Theorem 1.3. The following argument shows that,
by replacing p with its restriction to a chosen subset F C E, w(F) > 0, one can
preserve (1-3) while also ensuring that (1-4) holds.

To start, from (2-3) it follows that

M{y : /K(x, y)du(x) > 3C} <1
Thus, if we define
Fi={yeE: [Kayauw =3c},
then w(Fp) > % Denoting by | the restriction of u to F, it follows that
(2-4) /K(x, ydux)<3 forall yeF,

and
/ K(x,y)du(x)du(y) < C.

Using the last inequality and the positivity of the integrand, we can change the
order of integration and repeat this argument with respect to x. Since

2-5) ulx: [Ke o) =3c) <4,

the set F» := {x : fK(x, ydui(y) < 3C} has u(F>) > % Denoting (|r, by w2,
we then have

/K(x, VY dui(y) <3C forall x € Fs,

(2-6)
WFNF)>1-1—1=1,
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and we denote F; N F, by E and | 7 by 1. Finally, we have
/K(x, V) dji(x)<3C forall yek, /K(x, V) dji(y)<3C forall xekE,

so that Young’s inequality applies to the integral kernel K = K | 7« i» Which thus
defines a bounded operator Uy : L*(jt) — L?(ji). Erasing all the tildes, we see
that (1-4) is satisfied.

Finally, in order to apply Theorem 1.3 to obtain trees of ®-configurations, we
need that K (x, y) be symmetric in x and y, and for this one needs to impose
some symmetry conditions on the configuration function ®. For simplicity, take
i =1, j =2in (2-2); then we demand that for some A € GL(p, R) and some

permutation ¥ '2 of the k — 2 variables in X2, we have

(2-7) Oy, x, ) =Ao0d(x,y, ¥,

so that K (y, x) =c- K (x, y), with ¢ = |A|~!, which preserves (2-3) and is good
enough for our purposes.

2.2.1. Building a tree of congruent triangles. The mechanism of this paper applies
to any configuration for which we can prove that the natural measure associated to
the configuration satisfies the assumptions of Theorem 1.3, in the sense described
below the statement of that result. We give just one illustrative example, namely the
existence of trees of congruent triangles in E, using the following result from [29];
see also [13] for an alternate proof using microlocal analysis.

Theorem 2.3 [29]. If E C RY, d > 4, is compact with dimp (E) > 242 then the
set of congruence classes of triangles with vertices in E,

(2-8) {Ux =yl Ix =zl ly—z) : x, y, z € E},
has nonempty interior in R>.
Moreover, it is shown that the natural measure supported on
{Ux =yl lx =zl ly=zD:x, y,z € E},

namely the configuration measure Vyjangle defined by

/ FU ) dViange (1 12, 1) 1= / / Flx=yl lx=zl, [y—zDdu@)du(y) du(z),

is continuous away from the degenerate triangles, and from this the conclusion of
Theorem 2.3 is ultimately obtained.

Given a side length vector 7 = (t t3) in the nonempty interior, say S, of
the configuration set guaranteed by Theorem 2.3, we can build a tree of congruent

1’t2’
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triangles with side lengths 7, with any two triangles joined at exactly one vertex, as
follows. At such a 7 the measure Viriangle has a continuous density function, namely

Vtriangle = \
€

im v¢
—0

- triangle’

where
Veiange ) = [[ [0 (¢ = »of(r =205 (y =2 dp@) du(y) du2).
We now define the approximate kernel
Kf () =0fi(x =) [0 =205y =2 dn(),

which satisfies the equivariance property (2-7) with A € GL(3, R) interchanging ¢?
and 3. This is the object to which we apply Theorem 1.3, and the argument
is complete. Following the same procedure we can produce an arbitrary tree of
triangles, not just two triangles joined at a vertex.

2.2.2. Trees of equiarea triangles. This method can be applied to obtain the exis-
tence of arbitrary trees for some, but not all, of the k-point configurations for which
nonempty interior of configurations sets were established in [12; 13]. One of these
concerned areas of triangles in the plane:

Theorem 2.4 [12, Theorem 1.1(1)]. If E C R? is compact with dimy, (E) > %, then
the set of signed areas of triangles determined by triples of points of E,

(2-9) {idetlx —z,y—z]:x,y,z€ E} CR,
contains an open interval.

The R!-valued configuration function ® of three variables in R2, &(x,y,z2) =
det[x — z, y — z] satisfies (2-7) with factor —1, so that the method above applies.
Hence, for dimy(E) > % and for an arbitrary tree 7, and areas A in an open
interval, there exist copies of T in E and auxiliary points y"/ € E for each (i, j)

with 7 (i, j) = 1, such that x’, x/ and y"/ span a triangle of area A.

3. Proof of Theorem 1.3

Our basic scheme is the following. We first prove the result for paths with k = 2"
vertices by utilizing Cauchy—Schwarz and the assumption (1-3). We then induct
downwards to fill in the gaps between the dyadic numbers after first pigeonholing to
a subset where Uk 1 is not too large. Finally, we notice that the flexibility afforded
by our arguments allows us to extend the case of a path to a general tree.
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3.1. The case k =2". We begin by proving (1-5). Set

Clower i= //K(x, vy du(x)du(y),

which is > 0 by (1-3), and define

k+1

k
ckw)=/---/1'[K(x%xf+1>]'[du<x">.
j=1 i=1

Suppose that £ = 2™ for some m. Then, by repeated application of Cauchy—
Schwarz, we have

k+1

k
Con) = [+ [TT &G [ duata
j=1 i=1

217'1
. ( / / K(x. y) du(x)du(y)) > B > 0,

where we used (1-3) and the assumption that u is a probability measure.

3.2. Refinement to a subset where Uk1 is not too large. In order to deal with
general k, we need to do a bit of pigeonholing. Observe that, if Chorm := Uk |12 2,

1 C2
Rl s U@ > 3 = 55 [ 061 0F du) < Sm

by (1-4). It follows that if A = N Cporm, With N > 2 to be determined later, then

3-1 (Ug1) (x) < NChorm on aset E' with u(E") < Ve

If we replace the constant function 1 in (3-1) by the indicator function of E’, the
upper bound still holds. Moreover, if we let i’ denote p restricted to E’, we have

f / K (e, y) di' () did'(v)

- / / K (x, 3) di(x) di(y) — f / K G, ) 00 £ () dpeo) da(y) = T — 11,
where f is the indicator function of the set where Ug 1(x) > 2Cyorm. By assumption,
I = cjower > 0. Observe that

C3

C al
2 norm ower
11 f Cnorm : ||f||L2(,u) 5 ;(;rm 5 N2 = 2

N> [2Crorm ‘
Clower

if we choose
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With a slight abuse of notation, we can now rename u’ back to u, renormalize,
and pretend that from the very beginning we had a set E, equipped with the Borel
measure (, such that (Ug 1) (x) is bounded above by some uniform constant C,
and both (1-3) and (1-4) hold.

3.3. Paths of arbitrary finite length and transition to trees. Using the results just
obtained in Section 3.2, one sees that for k > 2,

Cr(n) <C-Cr=1(p),

where C is the upper bound on (Ug1) (x).

Proceeding by induction we get a lower bound on a path of arbitrary length. In
particular, and this notion will come in handy in a moment, having built a path in E
with 2 links, we have also built a path of smaller length.

In order to build an arbitrary tree, we use the simple principle that if 7', T’ are
trees, and T is contained in 7’, then building 7’ in E implies that we can build 7.
Given a tree T, let

k+1

(3-2) T(M)=/---f [T 56" 2)]]dne,
i=1

(. peer

where E7 is as above.
We shall need the following definition.

Definition 3.1 (a wrist of a tree). Let G be a connected tree graph. We say that w
is a wrist of order 7 if the following conditions hold:

(i) w € V, the vertex set of G.
(i) V =V UV,, where Vi NV, = {w}.
(iii) Vertices from V| \ {w} are not connected by edges to vertices in V, \ {w}.

(iv) Let G denote G restricted to V;. Then G is the union of finitely many chains
Cy, Cy, ..., C, such that vertices of C; only intersect vertices of C;, i # j,
at w.

Example 3.2. (i) Consider a chain on three vertices, with vertices v, vy, v3 such
that v; is connected by an edge to v, and v, is connected by an edge to vs3, but v,
and v3 are not connected (see Figure 2, left). Then v is a wrist because there is a
chain with vertices vy, vo, v3 with one endpoint at vi. The vertex vs is a wrist for
the same reason. The vertex v; is also a wrist because two chains, namely the one
with vertices vo, v1, and the one with vertices v,, v3 have v, as an endpoint.

(i) Consider a complete graph on three vertices (see Figure 2, middle). Then no
vertex is a wrist.
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U2

U2 U2
U3

V1 U3 V1 U3 V4

Figure 2. Illustration of Example 3.2.

(iii) Consider a graph on four vertices vy, v2, v3, v4, Where v and v, are connected,
vy and v3 are connected, vy and vy are connected, and there are no other edges (see
Figure 2, right). Then v, is the only wrist.

Our argument is based on the fact that every tree which is not a chain contains a
wrist of order > 1.

Lemma 3.3 (any nontrivial tree contains a wrist). Let T be a finite connected tree.
Then either T is a chain, or T contains a wrist of order > 1.

To prove the lemma, let vy, vy, ..., v, denote the (distinct) vertices of degree 1
in T. We move from each v; until we encounter a vertex of degree > 3. If such a
vertex does not exist, then T is clearly a chain. In this way, we assign a vertex w;,
of degree > 3, to each v;. We claim that there exist i, j, i # j, such that w; = wj.
Suppose not. Remove all the v;s and the vertices and edges that lead up to, but not
including, w;. The resulting graph 7" is still a connected tree. Each vertex w; in 7’
has a degree > 3 — 1 = 2, so the vertices of degree 1 in 7’ are not any of the v;s
or any of the w;s. This means that those vertices were present in the original tree
graph T, but this is impossible since we removed them.

Now that we have shown that there exists i # j such that w; = wj, it is not
difficult to see that this w; is a wrist of order > 1, as desired. This completes the
proof of the lemma.

Let wo denote a wrist point in 7', which, as we just proved, is guaranteed to exist.
We now rewrite (3-2) in the form

(3-3) JUk@)C1@)Cw)... Cuw) dw,
where
C.,-(w)=/---/K(w,xj’l)K(xl’l,xj’z)...K(xj’”f'_l,xj’"f)dxj’l---dxj’"f.

Adding vertices and edges, if necessary, we can make all the chains have the
same length, nn,x. One can then estimate (3-2) using Holder’s inequality:

/UK(w)(f---/K(w,xl)K(xl,xZ)---K(x”mﬂx—l,x"max)dxl...dxnmax)kdw

:/</._./K(w’xl)K(x1’x2)“_K(xnmax—l’xnmax)dxl...dxnmax>kUK(w)dw
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(ff . .fK(w,xl)K(xl’XZ) o K (el tman ! "‘dxnmaXUK(w)dw)k
k—1
([Uk(w)dw)
k
z C(// “'/K(w’xl)K(xlaxz)"'K(xnmaxil,xnmax)dxl -..dxnmaxUK(w)dw)

=

since we have an upper bound for [ Uk (w) dw by a repeated use of (3-1).
In other words,

T(w)>c-T'(w),

where T is the tree obtained from 7 by removing all but the longest chain ema-
nating from the wrist w. It is clear that 7’ has fewer vertices (and hence edges)
than 7. Proceeding in this way shows that given any tree T, there exists a tree T*
containing T and a positive constant ¢* such that

T*(un) > c* - clower > 0.

This completes the proof of Theorem 1.3.

4. Proof of Corollary 2.1

The proof of Corollary 2.1 follows, in view of Theorem 1.3, from the following
results. The first one follows from the proof of the main result in [11] (also see [12]).

Theorem 4.1 (establishing the lower bound (1-3)). Let ¢, R;ﬁ be as in the statement
of Corollary 2.1, with R? : L2(RY) — L?X(Rd) for some a > 0, uniformly for t
in a nontrivial interval Iy C R. Let E be a compact set of Hausdorff dimension
dimy(E) > d — o, and p a Frostman measure on E of finite s-energy for some
s >d —ao. Then

I = [RYn() duio)

is a continuous function on Iy, and there exists a nonempty open interval I C Iy and
a cs > 0 such that forallt € I,

(4-1) [RE ) due) = e > 0.

Theorem 4.1 establishes that assumption (1-3) in Theorem 1.3 is satisfied (with
K (x, y) the Schwartz kernel of Rf’ ) uniformly for z € I.

Theorem 4.2 (establishing the upper bound (1-4)). Let ¢, R,qb be as in the statement
of Corollary 2.1. Suppose that for some o >0 and all t > 0, R? : L*(RY) — Li (RY)
is bounded. Let E C RY be compact, with Hausdorff dimension greater than d — «,
and w a Frostman measure on E. Then for any t > 0,

(4-2) IR Fll 2 < K 111l 220-
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This establishes the assumption (1-4) in Theorem 1.3.

Remark 4.3. The constant K above only depends (uniformly) on the implicit
constants in the assumptions of Corollary 2.1. By standard FIO theory (see, e.g.,
Section 2 in [10] for similar calculations) K depends only on the ambient dimen-
sion d, the Hausdorff dimension of the support of w, the bounds implicit in the
Sobolev estimate for R;/’ and the Frostman constant, i.e., the constant such that
w(B(x,r)) < Cr® for any @ < d, where B(x, r) is the ball of radius r (sufficiently
small) centered at x in the support of .

4.1. Proof of Theorem 4.1. This is essentially proven in [11], but for the sake of
completeness we include the argument. The assumption V¢ (x, y), V, ¢ (x, y) # 0
on {(x, y): ¢(x, y) =t} allows one to conjugate by an elliptic pseudodifferential
operator of any order r € R, so that R;ﬁ tL2(RY) — L2 +a([R{d), locally uniformly
in ¢t. Since p has finite s-energy, u € Lf,_d/z. Thus R?u € L%S_d)/era, and this
will pair boundedly against w if (s —d)/2+a+ (s —d)/2>0,1ie.,ifs >d —a.
Furthermore, by continuity of the integral, this is continuous in . Since the integral
of J in ¢ is positive by the coarea formula, there must be a ¢y at which J (z) > 0,

and hence there is a nonempty open interval on which J is strictly positive.

4.2. Proof of Theorem 4.2. 1t is enough to show that

/ R fu(x)g(x) dp(x) < C < 00

for g such that [|g|;2(,) = 1. Let (f1); denote the Littlewood—Paley piece of f u
on scale j > 0. Negative scales are straightforward and will be handled separately.
We are going to bound

(RY(Fi) ;. (g10) ;) = (RE(f10) ;. (81 ;).

By a standard orthogonality argument for generalized Radon transforms, the
expression above decays rapidly when | j — j'| > 5. It follows that it suffices to bound

@3 Y (RGFw, )

lji—J'l=5
2\ - 3
= (/|R£”(fu),~(&)| dé) -(/Kgu)j/(s)fds)

lj=Jj'1=5
<c Y z—f“(/|<m)|2ds>2</|(§/T),-Ts)|2ds>2.
17=J'1=5

We shall need the following basic estimate. See [5; 18] for similar results.
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Lemma 4.4. With the notation above, for any € > 0,

2 2 (d—s
(/I(fu)j(é)l dé) < CY R fll 2
With Lemma 4.4 in tow, the expression in (4-3) is bounded by
C2 2 Fll 2 18l 1200

so the sum over j is bounded by C || f | ;2(, provided that s > d — «, as claimed.
This completes the proof of Theorem 4.2, once we establish Lemma 4.4.
To prove Lemma 4.4, we write

_— 2 —~ 9 .
1w ds = [1Frerveie e,
where i is a smooth cut-off function supported in the annulus
{6 eR!: 3 <151 <4}
This expression is bounded by
/Ifu(é)l p(277§)ds,

where p is a suitable cut-off function.
By Fourier inversion and a limiting argument (see [31]), this expression equals

24 f / P (x = ) f ) f ) dpx) dp(y) = (U £ £,
where

U fx) = / 24 5 (2 (x — ) f () diu(y),

and (-, -) is the L?(p) inner product.
Since

/2dj,0(2j(x —y))du(y) = /Zdjp(2j(x —y))dp(x) < C27/679
for any € > 0 since w is a Frostman measure on E. By Schur’s test,
Uj:L*(u) — L*(n) with norm C.2/@=579),
By Cauchy—Schwarz,

Ui fo 1Y < WU Fll g - 1 gy < €270 £1172

and the proof is completed by taking square roots.



REALIZING TREES OF CONFIGURATIONS IN THIN SETS 371

References

[1] M. Bennett, A. Iosevich, and K. Taylor, “Finite chains inside thin subsets of R4”, Anal. PDE 9:3
(2016), 597-614. MR Zbl
[2] X.Du, A. Iosevich, Y. Ou, H. Wang, and R. Zhang, “An improved result for Falconer’s distance
set problem in even dimensions”, Math. Ann. 380:3-4 (2021), 1215-1231. MR Zbl
[3] X. Du, Y. Ou, K. Ren, and R. Zhang, “New improvement to Falconer distance set problem in
higher dimensions”, preprint, 2023. arXiv 2309.04103
[4] M. B. Erdogan, “A bilinear Fourier extension theorem and applications to the distance set
problem”, Int. Math. Res. Not. 2005:23 (2005), 1411-1425. MR Zbl
[5] S. Eswarathasan, A. losevich, and K. Taylor, “Fourier integral operators, fractal sets, and the
regular value theorem”, Adv. Math. 228:4 (2011), 2385-2402. MR Zbl
[6] K. J. Falconer, “On the Hausdorff dimensions of distance sets”, Mathematika 32:2 (1985),
206-212. MR Zbl
[7] J. Gaitan, A. Greenleaf, E. A. Palsson, and G. Psaromiligkos, “On restricted Falconer distance
sets”, Canad. J. Math. 77:2 (2025), 665-682. MR Zbl
[8] L. Grafakos, Modern Fourier analysis, 3rd ed., Graduate Texts in Mathematics 250, Springer,
2014. MR Zbl
[9] L. Grafakos, A. Greenleaf, A. Iosevich, and E. Palsson, “Multilinear generalized Radon trans-
forms and point configurations”, Forum Math. 27:4 (2015), 2323-2360. MR Zbl
[10] A. Greenleaf and A. Seeger, “Fourier integral operators with fold singularities”, J. Reine Angew.
Math. 455 (1994), 35-56. MR Zbl
[11] A. Greenleaf, A. Iosevich, and K. Taylor, “Configuration sets with nonempty interior”, J. Geom.
Anal. 31:7 (2021), 6662-6680. MR Zbl
[12] A. Greenleaf, A. Iosevich, and K. Taylor, “On k-point configuration sets with nonempty interior”,
Mathematika 68:1 (2022), 163—190. MR Zbl
[13] A. Greenleaf, A. losevich, and K. Taylor, “Nonempty interior of configuration sets via microlocal
partition optimization”, Math. Z. 306:4 (2024), art.id. 66. MR Zbl
[14] L. Guth, A. Iosevich, Y. Ou, and H. Wang, “On Falconer’s distance set problem in the plane”,
Invent. Math. 219:3 (2020), 779-830. MR Zbl

[15] A. Iosevich and K. Taylor, “Finite trees inside thin subsets of R4, pp- 51-56 in Modern methods
in operator theory and harmonic analysis, edited by A. Karapetyants et al., Springer Proc. Math.
Stat. 291, Springer, 2019. MR

[16] A.Iosevich, M. Mourgoglou, and K. Taylor, “On the Mattila—Sjolin theorem for distance sets”,
Ann. Acad. Sci. Fenn. Math. 37:2 (2012), 557-562. MR Zbl

[17] A. Iosevich, K. Taylor, and I. Uriarte-Tuero, “Pinned geometric configurations in Euclidean
space and Riemannian manifolds”, preprint, 2016. arXiv 1610.00349

[18] A.losevich, B. Krause, E. Sawyer, K. Taylor, and I. Uriarte-Tuero, “Maximal operators: scales,
curvature and the fractal dimension”, Anal. Math. 45:1 (2019), 63-86. MR Zbl

[19] A.losevich, B. Liu, and Y. Xi, “Microlocal decoupling inequalities and the distance problem on
Riemannian manifolds”, Amer. J. Math. 144:6 (2022), 1601-1639. MR Zbl

[20] D. Koh, T. Pham, and C.-Y. Shen, “On the Mattila—Sjolin distance theorem for product sets”,
Mathematika 68:4 (2022), 1258-1267. MR Zbl

[21] P. Mattila, Geometry of sets and measures in Euclidean spaces: fractals and rectifiability,
Cambridge Studies in Advanced Mathematics 44, Cambridge Univ. Press, 1995. MR Zbl


https://doi.org/10.2140/apde.2016.9.597
http://msp.org/idx/mr/3518531
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1342.28006
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00208-021-02170-1
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00208-021-02170-1
http://msp.org/idx/mr/4297185
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1476.28006
http://msp.org/idx/arx/2309.04103
https://doi.org/10.1155/IMRN.2005.1411
https://doi.org/10.1155/IMRN.2005.1411
http://msp.org/idx/mr/2152236
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1129.42353
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aim.2011.07.012
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aim.2011.07.012
http://msp.org/idx/mr/2836125
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1239.28004
https://doi.org/10.1112/S0025579300010998
http://msp.org/idx/mr/834490
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/0605.28005
https://doi.org/10.4153/S0008414X24000117
https://doi.org/10.4153/S0008414X24000117
http://msp.org/idx/mr/4876852
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/08016046
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4939-1230-8
http://msp.org/idx/mr/3243741
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1304.42002
https://doi.org/10.1515/forum-2013-0128
https://doi.org/10.1515/forum-2013-0128
http://msp.org/idx/mr/3365800
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1317.44002
https://doi.org/10.1515/crll.1994.455.35
http://msp.org/idx/mr/1293873
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/0799.42008
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12220-019-00288-y
http://msp.org/idx/mr/4289240
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1472.35470
https://doi.org/10.1112/mtk.12114
http://msp.org/idx/mr/4405974
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/07738314
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00209-024-03466-z
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00209-024-03466-z
http://msp.org/idx/mr/4716767
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/07819895
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00222-019-00917-x
http://msp.org/idx/mr/4055179
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1430.28001
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-26748-3_3
http://msp.org/idx/mr/4008977
https://doi.org/10.5186/aasfm.2012.3732
http://msp.org/idx/mr/2987085
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1279.28006
http://msp.org/idx/arx/1610.00349
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10476-018-0307-9
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10476-018-0307-9
http://msp.org/idx/mr/3916130
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1438.11108
https://doi.org/10.1353/ajm.2022.0039
https://doi.org/10.1353/ajm.2022.0039
http://msp.org/idx/mr/4521048
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1511.53045
https://doi.org/10.1112/mtk.12165
http://msp.org/idx/mr/4490711
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1528.52009
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511623813
http://msp.org/idx/mr/1333890
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/0819.28004

372

(22]

(23]

(24]

[25]

(26]

[27]

(28]

[29]

(30]

(31]

ALLAN GREENLEAF, ALEX IOSEVICH AND KRYSTAL TAYLOR

P. Mattila, Fourier analysis and Hausdorff dimension, Cambridge Studies in Advanced Mathe-
matics 150, Cambridge Univ. Press, 2015. MR Zbl

P. Mattila and P. Sjolin, “Regularity of distance measures and sets”, Math. Nachr. 204 (1999),
157-162. MR Zbl

A. McDonald and K. Taylor, “Finite point configurations in products of thick Cantor sets and
a robust nonlinear Newhouse gap lemma”, Math. Proc. Cambridge Philos. Soc. 175:2 (2023),
285-301. MR Zbl

A. McDonald and K. Taylor, “Infinite constant gap length trees in products of thick Cantor sets”,
Proc. Roy. Soc. Edinburgh Sect. A 154:5 (2024), 1336-1347. MR Zbl

A. McDonald and K. Taylor, “Point configurations in sets of sufficient topological structure and
a topological Erdds similarity conjecture”, preprint, 2025. arXiv 2502.10204

T. Orponen, “On the distance sets of Ahlfors—David regular sets”, Adv. Math. 307 (2017),
1029-1045. MR Zbl

E. A. Palsson and F. R. Acosta, “A Mattila—Sjolin theorem for simplices in low dimensions”,
Math. Ann. 391:1 (2025), 1123-1146. MR Zbl

E. A. Palsson and F. Romero Acosta, “A Mattila—Sj6lin theorem for triangles”, J. Funct. Anal.
284:6 (2023), art.id. 109814. MR Zbl

M. E. Taylor, Partial differential equations, I: Basic theory, 2nd ed., Applied Mathematical
Sciences 115, Springer, 2011. MR Zbl

T. H. Wolff, Lectures on harmonic analysis, edited by 1. Laba and C. Shubin, University Lecture
Series 29, Amer. Math. Soc., Providence, RI, 2003. MR Zbl

Received January 22, 2024. Revised March 14, 2025.

ALLAN GREENLEAF
DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS
UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER
ROCHESTER, NY

UNITED STATES

allan @math.rochester.edu

ALEX IOSEVICH

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS
UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER
ROCHESTER, NY

UNITED STATES

iosevich@gmail.com

KRYSTAL TAYLOR
DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS
THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
CoLUMBUS, OH

UNITED STATES

taylor.2952 @osu.edu


https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9781316227619
http://msp.org/idx/mr/3617376
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1332.28001
https://doi.org/10.1002/mana.3212040110
http://msp.org/idx/mr/1705134
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1050.42009
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0305004123000130
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0305004123000130
http://msp.org/idx/mr/4623515
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/07725804
https://doi.org/10.1017/prm.2023.62
http://msp.org/idx/mr/4806278
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/07933862
http://msp.org/idx/arx/2502.10204
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aim.2016.11.035
http://msp.org/idx/mr/3590535
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1355.28018
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00208-024-02948-z
http://msp.org/idx/mr/4846807
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/07967086
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jfa.2022.109814
http://msp.org/idx/mr/4530888
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1522.28003
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4419-7055-8
http://msp.org/idx/mr/2744150
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1206.35002
https://doi.org/10.1090/ulect/029
http://msp.org/idx/mr/2003254
http://msp.org/idx/zbl/1041.42001
mailto:allan@math.rochester.edu
mailto:iosevich@gmail.com
mailto:taylor.2952@osu.edu

PACIFIC JOURNAL OF MATHEMATICS

Founded in 1951 by E. F. Beckenbach (1906-1982) and F. Wolf (1904-1989)

msp.org/pjm

EDITORS

Don Blasius (Managing Editor)
Department of Mathematics
University of California
Los Angeles, CA 90095-1555
blasius@math.ucla.edu

Matthias Aschenbrenner Vyjayanthi Chari Atsushi Ichino
Fakultit fiir Mathematik Department of Mathematics Department of Mathematics
Universitit Wien University of California Kyoto University
Vienna, Austria Riverside, CA 92521-0135 Kyoto 606-8502, Japan
matthias.aschenbrenner @univie.ac.at chari @math.ucr.edu atsushi.ichino@gmail.com
Robert Lipshitz Kefeng Liu Sucharit Sarkar
Department of Mathematics School of Sciences Department of Mathematics
University of Oregon Chongging University of Technology University of California
Eugene, OR 97403 Chongging 400054, China Los Angeles, CA 90095-1555
lipshitz@uoregon.edu liu@math.ucla.edu sucharit@math.ucla.edu
Dimitri Shlyakhtenko Ruixiang Zhang
Department of Mathematics Department of Mathematics
University of California University of California
Los Angeles, CA 90095-1555 Berkeley, CA 94720-3840
shlyakht@ipam.ucla.edu ruixiang @berkeley.edu
PRODUCTION

Silvio Levy, Scientific Editor, production@msp.org

See inside back cover or msp.org/pjm for submission instructions.

The subscription price for 2025 is US $677/year for the electronic version, and $917/year for print and electronic.

Subscriptions, requests for back issues and changes of subscriber address should be sent to Pacific Journal of Mathematics, P.O. Box
4163, Berkeley, CA 94704-0163, U.S.A. The Pacific Journal of Mathematics is indexed by Mathematical Reviews, Zentralblatt MATH,
PASCAL CNRS Index, Referativnyi Zhurnal, Current Mathematical Publications and Web of Knowledge (Science Citation Index).

The Pacific Journal of Mathematics (ISSN 1945-5844 electronic, 0030-8730 printed) at the University of California, c/o Department
of Mathematics, 798 Evans Hall #3840, Berkeley, CA 94720-3840, is published twelve times a year. Periodical rate postage paid at
Berkeley, CA 94704, and additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: send address changes to Pacific Journal of Mathematics, P.O.
Box 4163, Berkeley, CA 94704-0163.

PJM peer review and production are managed by EditFLoW® from Mathematical Sciences Publishers.
PUBLISHED BY
:l mathematical sciences publishers
nonprofit scientific publishing

http://msp.org/
© 2025 Mathematical Sciences Publishers


http://msp.org/pjm/
mailto:blasius@math.ucla.edu
mailto:matthias.aschenbrenner@univie.ac.at
mailto:chari@math.ucr.edu
mailto:atsushi.ichino@gmail.com
mailto:lipshitz@uoregon.edu
mailto:liu@math.ucla.edu
mailto:sucharit@math.ucla.edu
mailto:shlyakht@ipam.ucla.edu
mailto:ruixiang@berkeley.edu
mailto:production@msp.org
http://msp.org/pjm/
http://www.ams.org/mathscinet
http://www.emis.de/ZMATH/
http://www.viniti.ru/math_new.html
http://www.ams.org/bookstore-getitem/item=cmp
http://apps.isiknowledge.com
http://msp.org/
http://msp.org/

Realizing trees of configurations in thin sets 355
ALLAN GREENLEAF, ALEX IOSEVICH and KRYSTAL TAYLOR

On p-adic L-functions for GSp, x GL, 373
DAVID LOEFFLER and ()SCAR RIVERO



	1. Introduction
	1.1. Structure of this paper
	1.2. Trees in general distance graphs

	2. Consequences of Theorem 1.3
	2.1. Generalized Radon transforms
	2.2. Trees of triangles
	2.2.1. Building a tree of congruent triangles
	2.2.2. Trees of equiarea triangles


	3. Proof of Theorem 1.3
	3.1. The case k=2^m
	3.2. Refinement to a subset where U_K1 is not too large
	3.3. Paths of arbitrary finite length and transition to trees

	4. Proof of Corollary 2.1
	4.1. Proof of Theorem 4.1
	4.2. Proof of Theorem 4.2

	References
	
	

